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John 1: 1-4,14,16,18 

(together with the New Latin Vulgate and English translations) 


1 ’Ev ccpxfi f|v 6 A-oyog, Kai 6 A.oyog f|v tipog xov 0e6v, Kai 
0eog f|v 6 A.oyog. 

In principio erat Verbum, et Verburn erat apud Deum, et Deus erat 
Verbum. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God 


2 o^ioq f|v ev apxfl npoq xov Geov. 

Hoc erat in principio apud Deum. 

He was in the beginning with God. 


3 ti&vtcc 6i’ amoti eyevexo, Kai %a)pig amo'6 iyzvzxo ot)6e 
ev. 6 yeyovev 

Omnia per ipsum facta sunt, et sine ipso factum est nihil, quod factum est; 

All things were made through him, and without him was made 
nothing that was made. 


4 ev amq) ^cofi f|v, Kai fi £a)fi f|V to (pdig xcbv &v0p6tkjl)v- 

in ipso vita erat, et vita erat lux hominum, 

in him was life, and the life was the light of men. 



14 Kai 6 Xoyoi ; creepy cyevsio rai £crKr|va)cr£v ev f)p.iv, Kai 
£0£acraii£0a ttiv 6o^av amou, So^av cog liovo'yEvo-ug napa 
iiaxpog, nX.fipr|q xaptxog Kai cdr|0£iag. 

Et caro factum est et habitavit in nobis; et vidimus gloriam eius, gloriam 
quasi Unigeniti a Patre, plenum gratiae et veritatis. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw his 
glory, glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 


18 oil £K xoxj Tikr|p(b|iaxog atixov ruieig Tiavxeg e^apopiev, 
Kai xapiv avxi x&pfxog- 

Et de plenitudine eius nos omnes accepimus, et gratiam pro gratia; 

And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 


18 0£ov otiSeig £6paK£v tkotcoxe- iiovoyevrig 0£og 6 cov dg 
xov koA-tiov xou rcaxpog £K£ivog d^riYricrocTO. 

Deum nemo vidit umquam; unigenitus Deus, qui est in sinum Patris, ipse enarravit. 

No one has ever seen God. It is God the only-begotten, who is in the bosom of 
the Father - he has made him known. 
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Preface 



The following work — written especially for the lay reader 
— is meant as an aid to reflection on the Gospel passage of 
each day of the liturgical year B-2 (Sundays cycle B, 
weekdays cycle 2). At times the comment is exegetical, at 
times homiletic, at times more wide-ranging. It is hoped 
that these thoughts on the daily Gospel may assist in 
appreciating the living person of Jesus Christ, Son of God 
and our brother, risen from the dead and Head of the 
Church which is his creation. He is the Redeemer of man. 

Father Edward Tyler 
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Introduction 

The Sunday Gospel passages of the Lectionary follow a three-year 
cycle (A, B, C), in the second year (B) of which the Gospel of St 
Mark is read. This semi-continuous reading of Mark during the 
Sundays of Ordinary Time is interrupted by the reading of passages 
from the other Gospels (such as John) during the special liturgical 
seasons of Advent, Christmastide, Lent and Easter. 


The weekday Gospel passages are so arranged that portions of all 
four Gospels are read each year. Mark is read first (First to Ninth 
Week), then Matthew (Tenth to Twenty-first Week), then Luke 
(Twenty-second to Thirty-fourth Week). Mark 1-12 are read in their 
entirety, with the exception only of the two passages of Mark 6 that 
are read on weekdays in other seasons. From Matthew and Fuke the 
readings comprise all the matters not contained in Mark. Christ’s 
eschatological discourse as contained in Fuke is read at the end of 
the liturgical year. This continuous reading is often interrupted by 
the Gospels of solemnities and feast days, and of course during the 
special liturgical seasons. For instance, the Gospel of St John is read 
throughout Easter, and is used during the special liturgical seasons of 
Advent, Christmastide and Lent where appropriate. 


The first reading and psalm of weekdays are arranged in a two-year 
cycle (I and II). In this book the first readings and psalms for Year 2 
are cited in the Scripture references listed before the Gospel passage. 
The thoughts on the Gospels in this book are for Sundays Year B, 
and the weekdays and feast days throughout the year. 



Praise to the Holiest in the height, 

And in the depth be praise; 

In all His words most wonderful. 
Most sure in all His ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 

When all was sin and shame, 

A second Adam to the fight 
And to the rescue came. 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 

Which did in Adam fail, 

Should strive afresh against the foe. 
Should strive and should prevail. 

And that a higher gift than grace 

Should flesh and blood refine, 
God’s Presence and His very Self, 
And Essence all divine. 

O generous love! that He, who smote, 

In Man for man the foe. 

The double agony in Man 
For man should undergo. 

And in the garden secretly, 

And on the cross on high. 

Should teach His brethren, and inspire 
To suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 

And in the depth be praise; 

In all His words most wonderful. 
Most sure in all His ways. 

Saint John Henry Newman, 

from The Dream of Gerontius 1865 
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First Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 1-3 To you, I lift up my soul, O 
my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let 
my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to 
shame. 

Collect Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to 
run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so 
that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the 
heavenly kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Psalm 80:2-3, 
15-16, 18-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Be on guard! Be alert! You do not 
know when that time will come. It’s like a man going away: He 
leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his 
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore 
keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house 
will come back — whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when 
the cock crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find 


-31 - 



you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch! (Mark 
13:33-37) 

Watch! I remember reading of a journalist who, while 
covering a trouble spot where Islamic extremists were active, was 
captured by the Islamists. He disappeared and subsequently a 
ransom was demanded for his release. A video was also released in 
which he pleaded that the ransom be met. As I remember it, the 
ransom was provided and so he was set free. The interesting thing 
was that he told the public subsequently that he was forced to convert 
to Islam. By that he meant that he was threatened with death if he 
did not convert, so he agreed to convert. Of course, he would have 
abandoned Islam as soon as he gained his freedom, but his being 
forced to convert not only said things about the Islamists but also 
about himself. He was ’’forced” only in a certain sense. More 
exactly, he was threatened with consequences if he did not do as his 
captors demanded. He remained free to refuse and to suffer the 
results of bearing witness to the Christian Faith. He chose to save his 
life by avoiding to stand for what the Christian knows to be the truth. 
In our Gospel passage today our Lord solemnly warns his disciples to 
be on guard, to be alert, and, as we read, what he says to them he 
says to everyone: Watch! One application of our Lord’s directive is 
that we are to watch and be on guard lest in the face of difficulty we 
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be found unready and not disposed to choose what is right. I 
remember hearing of a teenage girl in the United States some years 
ago. She found herself in a situation threatened by a crazed young 
man with a gun. He asked her if she was a Christian. She said that 
she was. He then said to her that if she did not renounce her faith he 
would shoot her dead. She said she would not renounce it, and he 
shot her. The young man was crazed, and perhaps scarcely 
responsible for what he was doing. But she chose to exercise her 
freedom in a supreme way when the moment suddenly came. 
Somehow she was on guard against the temptation not to make this 
noble and heroic act of personal choice. She was ready to choose the 
supreme good. She had true freedom and she exercised it. 

Freedom is the power given by God to perform deliberate 
actions on one’s own responsibility. It is this which is distinctive to 
human acts, and freedom grows the more one does what is good. A 
high school student sees that the majority of pupils in her religious 
studies class are raising harsh objections against the religious stand 
of the teacher. She agrees with the teacher but fears to take a stand 
with her teacher against her peers. Out of human respect she keeps 
silent. She is not vigilant against the temptation of bowing to peer 
pressure and is ensnared into a sad and safe inactivity. The gift of 
freedom is the most precious gift we have and because of it we have 
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a conscience, or a sense of duty. An animal has no freedom. It acts 
by instinct, an instinctive sense of what is best for itself. It will and 
must act by that instinct. It has no power to know and choose the 
objective good and so it has no sense of duty. It cannot be held 
responsible for its actions. If an animal kills a person it is put to 
death but its killing is not an execution. Its killing is simply the 
elimination of a danger to human life. But man has freedom, and by 
his freedom he can choose not only what is good, but the highest of 
all goods, namely God. Indeed, our freedom attains its proper 
perfection when it is directed towards God, and that is why our 
freedom is our greatest natural resource in the attainment of sanctity. 
A saint is the freest of persons, and the one with the greatest power 
of freedom in all of history was Jesus Christ. Of course, we who are 
fallen need the grace of God to attain union with God, but the natural 
foundation of our attaining God is our own freedom to choose God 
and to persevere in this free choice. For this to happen, we must be 
on guard against all temptation to sin. We must be vigilant (Mark 
13:33-37). Temptations come from within our fallen natures and 
from the enticements of the world and from the devil. We abuse our 
freedom when we choose to sin and this choice leads to the deepest 
slavery of all. We must be on constant guard against temptation. In 
warning us to watch , our Lord is warning us against sin. 
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One of the greatest values of the West is that of freedom. In 
many other parts of the world freedom is not highly valued. It is 
seriously restricted, including and especially religious freedom. But 
the West tends to equate freedom with licence to do as one pleases. 
True freedom is the power to choose the good, and the more the good 
is chosen the more freedom grows. This applies to individuals and to 
societies. The good is what is true, and the Christian knows that it is 
Christ who has revealed what is true and therefore what is good. 
Christ himself is the supreme good. The Christian exercises his 
freedom in choosing Christ and what Christ has revealed to be true, 
and in being on guard against anything that could tempt him to fail to 
exercise his freedom in this way. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1731- 
1738 (Responsibility and imputability) 

-- 
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Monday of the first week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35: 4 Hear the word of the 

Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour 
will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we await the 
advent of Christ your Son, so that, when he comes and knocks, he 
may find us watchful in prayer and exultant in his praise. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122:1-9; Matthew 8:5-11 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, 
asking for help. Lord, he said, my servant lies at home paralysed 
and in terrible suffering. Jesus said to him, I will go and heed him. 
The centurion replied, Lord, 1 do not deserve to have you come under 
my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be heeded. For 1 
myself am a man under authority, with soleliers under me. 1 tell this 
one, ‘Go, ’ anel he goes; einel theit one, ‘Come, ’ eind he comes. I say to 
my serx’ant, ‘Do this, ’ and he does it. When Jesus heard this, he was 
astonished and said to those following him, I tell you the truth, I have 
not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places 
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at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. (Matthew 8:5-11) 

Good in nature There is one feature of our Lord’s preaching 
and instruction which those who follow him ought to bear in mind. 
It is the praise which at various times he accords those who are not of 
the faith. On one occasion he was asked by a scribe what is the 
greatest commandment of the Law, and having answered that (by 
getting the scribe himself to answer it), he was asked by that scribe 
who one’s neighbour is. Our Lord proceeded to tell the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. In the parable, the man attacked by robbers on 
the way to Jericho was left by the side of the road half dead. A priest 
and then a Levite passed by on the other side and did nothing. But a 
Samaritan — a foreigner and a religious heretic — came by and was 
filled with compassion for the man on the road. He took him up, 
carried him to shelter and paid for expenses till he returned. Our 
Lord took his example of what it means to be a real neighbour from a 
person who was despised for his religious errors. He then told his 
enquirer to imitate the compassion of that heretic. On another 
occasion ten lepers appeared, appealing to our Lord for pity. Our 
Lord sent them off and on the way to the priests they were cured. 
Only one returned to give thanks, and our Lord observed that he was 
a Samaritan, a “foreigner.” His being a Samaritan must have been 
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obvious from his dress, or his features, or his accent. He was 
acknowledged by our Lord for having given thanks and praise to God 
for his healing. The others, our Lord observed, did not. We 
remember that occasion when our Lord had left the regions of 
Galilee and Judea and had gone into pagan territory to be with his 
disciples alone. Out came a Canaanite woman appealing to him on 
behalf of her daughter. Her importunity won from him the praise 
that she had “great faith.” So too in our Gospel passage today. The 
profound respect of the centurion is manifest. He approaches our 
Lord on behalf of his servant and our Lord immediately offers to go 
and heal him. But the centurion feels unworthy of having Jesus in 
his home and asks him merely to say the word and his servant will be 
healed. His faith evokes high praise from our Lord, who says he had 
not seen its like in Israel. 

These incidents in the Gospels ought to remind the Christian of 
the respect and deep charity with which we should regard and refer 
to those outside the Faith. In ways that may not be evident to us, the 
implicit faith of some of them and the dispositions contained therein 
may even place them ahead of our own. The faith of the centurion in 
today’s Gospel was greater than very many of the children of Israel 
(Matthew 8:5-11), despite his undoubted religious errors. Charity 
and compassion for those in need — so decisive before the judgment 
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seat of God — may be greater in many outside the Faith than in 
many of the Faith. Certainly the charity of the Good Samaritan was 
greater than that of the priest and the scribe on the way to Jericho. 
Not only could the faith and the charity of many outside the faith be 
greater than many who are blessed with the faith, but in their own 
way they can be models for those who have the faith. That is to say, 
we can learn from various ones among them. Who could not learn 
from Mahatma Ghandi and his insistence on not being violent in 
protesting against injustice? Who could not learn from Nelson 
Mandela in his willingness to put aside his past injuries and deal in a 
spirit of forgiveness with those who had incarcerated him? 
Ultimately what is involved is a recognition of the good which is to 
be found in human nature, limited and wounded though this nature 
may be. Man is not radically and overwhelmingly corrupt, though he 
is greatly wounded because of the Fall and is in need of God’s grace 
if he is to be redeemed and sanctified. Good is present in human 
nature and our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel bear witness to this. 
It also means that because of the goodness that is there — even if it is 
wounded — the disciple of Christ ought with optimism bear witness 
to Jesus before natural man. There is goodness in the heart of natural 
man, and the Spirit of God continues to hover — as he did at the 
beginning — over the waters of the world. He comes to the aid of 
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natural man, helping him to recognize in Jesus his Saviour and to 
place his faith in him, as did the centurion of today’s passage. 

In short, the world can be looked at in two ways, both of which 
are true. The world is, from one point of view, the source of 
opposition to our Lord and his teachings. From this point of view it 
has a Prince. The “Prince of this world” hates Christ and the world 
follows suit. But there is another aspect of the world. It is the world 
which cries out for salvation and can recognize its Saviour. This 
yearning for Jesus involves the recognition of and aspiration for the 
Good. There is good and bad in the world, and our Lord spoke of 
both. In today’s Gospel we are presented with an instance of the 
good in the world, a goodness that seeks Christ and places its faith in 
him. Let us be Christ-like in all respects in our attitude to the world 
and all those outside the Faith. 
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Tuesday of the first week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14: 5, 7 Behold, the Lord will come, and 
all his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great light. 

Collect Look with favour, Lord God, on our petitions, and in our 
trials grant us your compassionate help, that, consoled by the 
presence of your Son, whose coming we now await, we may be 
tainted no longer by the corruption of former ways. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 

Luke 10:21-24 

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, I 
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to 
little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All 
things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one knows who 
the Son is except the Father, and no-one knows who the Father is 
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see. For 1 tell you that many prophets and 
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kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear but did not hear it. (Luke 10:21-24) 

True light One of the most interesting and significant of 
historical developments has been the rise of democracy. It has had a 
long history and a gradual development, with its origins mainly in 
classical Greece. Indeed, a principal legacy of Greek society and 
culture is the democratic method of reaching decisions that affect the 
society, the polity. It has been a great boon for the world and we 
easily see what can sadly happen when a great society is in the hands 
of a single person or small clique. History has seen its results in the 
Roman Empire and in so many regimes since. At the same time, the 
following has to be said. There have been extremely worthy 
monarchs who have led their people wisely, such as Saint Louis king 
of France in the thirteenth century, and others in other eras. By the 
same token, democratic institutions have led to the worst of leaders 
being elected by the populace because of a skilful use of propaganda 
and a poor moral perception of the issues by the people. A great 
country can democratically elect a president who is deeply 
committed to abortion and who, true to form, proceeds to promote 
abortion when elected. So whatever about the merits of this or that 
institutional structure the critical issue is, what is the light by which 
people and leaders are living and being guided? The most educated 
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can be blind to what is right and the least educated and influential 
can have true moral perception. What is the light by which we are to 
be guided? We shall be led to life or to death according to the light 
by which we are travelling. On one occasion our Lord warned lest 
the light within us be darkness. Each person, no matter how obscure, 
has the duty to attain the true light. It is about this which our Lord 
prays to his Father with such feeling in today’s Gospel passage. We 
read, “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, 1 
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to 
little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.'’’’ 

There is a light available to the world, a light that leads to life. 
That light is the person and the teaching of Christ. Our Lord said, “I 
am the Light of the world”. He said that the one who follows him is 
walking in the light, whereas the one who does not follow him is in 
the dark. He is the light that has come from God, and how great is 
the need of mankind for this light! Whether or not a country is 
democratic, it needs this light, otherwise it will proceed in the 
darkness. The most educated and persuasive of persons will be in the 
darkness if he or she refuses to accept and follow the light of Christ. 
And so our Lord continues in today’s Gospel, “A// things have been 
committed to me by my Father. No-one knows who the Son is except 
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the Father, and no-one knows who the Father is except the Son and 
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Then he turned to his 
disciples and said privately, Blessed are the eyes that see what you 
see. For 1 tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what 
you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear 
if' (Luke 10:21-24). The Christian has an inestimable treasure in 
possessing Christ. The light of Christ’s person and teaching not only 
lights up his own life, but he has the means of lighting up the life of 
society around him. This is why he has an immense responsibility to 
bring that light to the world around him. There is an old saying that 
evil flourishes when good people do nothing. It is especially the lay 
Christian living in the world who has the responsibility to bring the 
light of Christ to all levels of society. How government needs this 
light! How business and commerce need this light! How educational 
institutions, primary, secondary, and tertiary, need this light! How 
youth need this light! How all the world needs this light! If there is 
the opportunity, the responsibility of the Christian is great to bear 
witness to this light and assist others to receive it. As St Paul writes, 
Woe betide me if I do not preach the Gospel! 

As we look out on the world and see its numerous problems, 
we ought to do so with the grand teaching of Christ in mind. Man 
has fallen. He needs the light and salvation of God. That light and 
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salvation is present in the person and teaching of Christ. We who are 
baptized possess that light. We must resolutely live by it and bear 
witness to it before others. The world needs this light, so let us not 
let the world down by hiding it under a bushel, the bushel of our own 
fear. 
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Wednesday of the first week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2: 3; 1 Cor 4: 5 The Lord will come and 

he will not delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and 
reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God, by your divine 
power, so that at the coming of Christ your Son we may be found 
worthy of the banquet of eternal life and merit to receive heavenly 
nourishment from his hands. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 23:1-6; Matthew 15:29-37 

Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he 
went up on a mountainside and sat down. Great crowds came to 
him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many 
others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. The people 
were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made 
well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the 
God of Israel. Jesus called his disciples to him and said, I have 
compassion for these people; they have cdreculy been with me three 
days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 
hungry, or they may collapse on the way. His disciples answered, 
Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a 
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crowd? How many loaves do you have? Jesus asked. Seven, they 
replied, and a few small fish. He told the crowd to sit down on the 
ground. Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they 
in turn to the people. They all ate and were satisfied. Afterwards the 
disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. (Matthew 15: 29-37) 

Christ’s power There have been numerous persons in 
history who have gained great power over others by winning public 
office, by commanding the military, by capturing the means of mass 
media, and so forth. Their power has largely derived from the 
positions they were able to occupy. What would Hitler have been 
had he not won (by dubious means) political power enabling him to 
impose his wishes on others? Deprived of his position he would have 
been nothing. He had no power of himself. Or again, what 
command over nature did Napoleon possess? Absolutely none. Had 
he been transporting troops across the Mediterranean or across the 
British Channel in the midst of a hurricane he would have been 
helpless in the face of it - as Philip of Spain found with the Armada. 
Had Bonaparte’s armies been struck with a terrible plague, he would 
have been helpless before the plague. He had no power of himself. 
But now, look at the power which Jesus Christ had of himself. In our 
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Gospel today we read that “ Great crowds came to him, bringing the 
lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid 
them at his feet; and he heeded them. The people were amazed when 
they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame 
walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.” 
We tend to take Christ’s miracles for granted and forget the 
understandable amazement they evoked. Indeed, Christ showed that 
there was nothing he could not do. In himself he was almighty. He 
calmed a raging storm at sea with a mere word. In 1953 a famous 
British movie was produced, The Cruel Sea , portraying with 
accuracy and realism the war between the Royal Navy and 
Germany’s U-Boats during World War II. In that movie there were 
unforgettable images of the turbulent sea. The sea was vast and had 
enormous power. Christ showed he had far greater power than the 
sea and could pacify it at a word. Frequently on the news, advances 
in medical science are reported and disease is shown to be a powerful 
enemy to man. But as we read in our Gospel today, at a word Christ 
could heal a person of the greatest of physical disabilities. What is 
more definitive than death? But Christ raised people from the very 
dead. He was almighty but he used his power strictly for the 
purposes of his redeeming mission. 
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The purpose of Christ’s miracles was not to win political and 
social power but to win disciples. That is to say, he wanted to reveal 
who he was and to draw all to himself that they might become his 
true friends. He wanted people to enter into his company and to 
come after him. We ought to contemplate the miracles of Christ as 
revealing his person, and contemplating his person, we ought choose 
to be his loyal friends. In Christ, the power of God was showing 
itself in loving mercy. This is especially evident in the miracle of the 
loaves and fish in our Gospel today. We read that “ Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said, 1 have compassion for these people; they 
have cdready been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 1 do 
not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way. 
His disciples answered, Where could we get enough bread in this 
remote place to feed such a crowd? How many loaves do you have? 
Jesus asked. Seven, they replied, and a few small fish. He told the 
crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and 
the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them 
to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. They cdl ate and were 
satisfied?' (Matthew 15: 29-37). In placing ourselves in the scene of 
the miracle and observing the astonishing feeding of thousands with 
just a handful of food, we are led to think of Jesus himself. He is full 
of power, yes, but that power is at the service of human need. It 
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reveals itself in compassion and mercy. The miracles of Christ show 
his sacred heart and invite us to trust him completely. The sight of 
the hungry crowds, the sight of the blind, the lame and the dumb 
ought also remind us of our own need for him. Most of all, we need 
Christ because of the greatest affliction of all, the affliction of sin of 
which physical debility is a kind of sign. We ought approach Christ 
presenting to him our sinful condition, knowing he has the power to 
heal. 

Let us read the Gospels with the intention of coming to know 
and love Jesus Christ. He, the risen and glorious Jesus, is with us 
still and he abides in his body the Church of which he is the head. 
The Gospels enable us to know and love him. St Jerome wrote once 
that he who does not know the Scriptures does not know Christ. 
Christ showed by his miracles that he is almighty. At the Last 
Supper our Lord invited his disciples to consider the works he had 
done and to believe in him. Let us believe in him and nourish our 
belief by the contemplation of his works for man. 

-- 
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Thursday of the first week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O Lord, are 

close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I have known of your 
decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to our help with 
mighty strength, that what our sins impede the grace of your mercy 
may hasten. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalm 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 

Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

Jesus said to his disciples, Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, 
Lord, ’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 
fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the 
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streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell with a great crash. (Matthew 7:21, 24-27) 

Obedience During the Last Supper our Lord said to his 
disciples that they called him Master and Lord, and that they were 
right to do so. He went on to observe that if he, their Master and 
Lord, washed their feet, they then ought do the same to one another. 
Let us consider this, that our Lord told his disciples that they were 
right to address him as Master and Lord , for he was just that. Soon 
after his baptism in the Jordan our Lord was pointed out by John the 
Baptist as the Lamb of God. Two of his disciples followed our Lord 
and our Lord turned to them and asked what they wanted. They 
addressed him as Master (Rabbi, Teacher) — and asked him where 
he lived (John 1:38). Throughout the Gospels we see the disciples 
addressing Jesus as Master or Teacher, and as Lord. After his 
resurrection the disciples were fishing on the Lake, and Jesus was on 
the shore. John, seeing him, said to Peter, it is the Lord. We might 
say that the climax of St John’s Gospel was when Thomas said to the 
risen Jesus, my Lord and my God. He addressed him as Lord, 
meaning that he was Yahweh God of the Old Testament. St Paul 
taught in his Letters that Jesus is Lord. However — and this is the 
point of what I have just been saying — in our Gospel today our 
Lord says to his disciples that it is not everyone who says to him, 
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“Lord, Lord,” who will enter the kingdom of heaven. To address our 
Lord as the Master and the Lord is not sufficient to be regarded as his 
true disciple. The Pharisees themselves addressed Jesus as Rabbi, 
Master. Presumably many of those disciples who left him following 
his proclamation of the doctrine of the Eucharist at Capernaum also 
had addressed him as Master. Judas did too, even just before 
betraying him (Matthew 26:25). Our Lord is saying in our passage 
today that while it is natural to consider him as Master and Lord, 
more is needed. ‘Wot everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven ” (Matthew 7:21, 24-27). The critical thing 
for his disciple is obedience to the will of God. 

Obedience is the rock-like foundation of a secure religious and 
human life. It is the key to entry into the kingdom of heaven. 
Without it all is insecure, all is weak. With it, everything is safe. 
This one key can be taken up by anyone, be he well-endowed or 
poorly endowed, be he famous or unknown, be he anyone at all. 
Obedience is the way to God and his kingdom. Nothing else matters 
so much in life. So it is that there is such a variety of canonized 
saints. There is St Augustine, an intellectual giant of the first 
millennium. There is St Thomas Aquinas, an intellectual giant of the 
second millennium. Both are doctors of the Church. Both made 
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knowing and doing the will of God the foundation of their lives. At 
the same time there is St Therese of Lisieux, a hidden Carmelite nun 
in France at the end of the nineteenth century who, were it not for her 
autobiography, would probably have been scarcely known. She is a 
canonised saint and a doctor of the Church for the spiritual teaching 
expressed in her autobiography. The will of God was the foundation 
of her life. In October 2008 her two parents were beatified in 
Lisieux, France. The foundation of their lives together was the will 
of God. This is the key to the life of Jesus Christ himself. He did the 
will of his heavenly Father. My food, he told his disciples, is to do 
the will of the one who sent me. He challenged his enemies, Can any 
of you convict me of sin! Again, I always do what pleases Him , he 
said on another occasion. So then, if every day in our prayers we 
address Jesus as our Master and our Lord (as we certainly 
should), what our Lord above all expects of us is that we hear his 
word and put it into practice. St Thomas Aquinas said that sanctity 
consists in the complete readiness to do the will of God. This is 
translated into fulfilling one’s daily duties as well as possible for love 
of and obedience to God. If we wish to build our house on rock, 
obedience is the foundation we must lay. Otherwise all is sand. 

The wind will blow and the floods will rise. What then will 
happen to the house? The ultimate flood will be that of death. When 
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death and the judgment that follows it come, will the house that is 
our very person fall with a great crash, or will it stand? It will stand 
not only now in this life but forever hereafter, provided we have 
made obedience to the will of God our constant basis. Let us then 
resolve every day to hear the word of Jesus and put it into practice. 

-- 
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Friday of the first week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending with 
splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will bestow on them 
eternal life. 

Collect Stir up your power, we pray, O Lord, and come, that with 
you to protect us, we may find rescue from the pressing dangers of 
our sins, and with you to set us free, we may be found worthy of 
salvation. Who live and reign with God the Lather in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; 

Matthew 9:27-31 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, 
calling out, Have mercy on us, Son of David! When he had gone 
indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, Do you 
believe that I am able to do this? Yes, Lord, they replied. Then he 
touched their eyes and said, According to your faith will it be done to 
you; and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, See 
that no-one knows about this. But they went out and spread the news 
about him all over that region. (Matthew 9:27-31) 
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Petition On one occasion our Lord was passing through a 
village with a great crowd following him and a blind man, Bar 
Timaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), heard that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing by. He immediately began to shout to gain the attention 
of Jesus: Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me! He would not stop 
shouting despite the rebukes of others. The sound of his voice 
reached Jesus who then stopped and asked that the man be brought to 
him. When the blind man came, he asked what he wanted him to do 
for him. Lord, that 1 may see , he replied. Immediately our Lord 
healed him and he then followed our Lord along the road praising 
God. Inasmuch as his very name is recorded we may presume he 
became a disciple. Now, in our Gospel today we notice a different 
sequence of events, and it is worth consideration. We read that as 
Jesus went on two blind men followed him, calling out, Have mercy 
on us, Son of David! We do not read that our Lord stopped and 
healed them at that point. It seems that he allowed them to keep 
appealing to him while he continued on his way. They had to keep 
up their request with no response from our Lord at that point. It was 
only when our Lord had gone indoors that the blind men were able to 
come to him and speak to him directly. Then he asked them if they 
believed that he could do this for them. They said they did and he 
healed them according as they had faith. What does this tells us? At 
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least it tells us that God answers our prayers in different ways. To 
one person he may answer a great wish and need without his even 
asking. For instance, when our Lord was approaching the village of 
Nain there was a funeral procession on the way out. He stopped the 
procession and proceeded to raise the young man back to life and 
gave him to his mother, who had not asked for this stupendous 
mercy. On other occasions he immediately answered the request 
once presented. Bar Timaeus was healed as soon as he asked. In our 
passage today the blind men had to keep following our Lord asking 
all the while. It was after a little time that he answered their prayer. 

The ways of God are not our ways. At times our prayer may 
not be answered in the form we present it. For instance, on one 
occasion two of the Twelve came to our Lord with their mother and 
asked that they be given places at his right and at his left at his 
coming in glory. Our Lord told them that they did not know what 
they were asking, and that in any case it was not for him to do this 
for them. Places such as these were for those to whom they had been 
allotted. That is to say they were asking for what may not have been 
in accord with the divine plan. Often we may not know what we are 
asking, and in any case what we are asking for may be against the 
plan of God. But God will answer our prayers in the way that is best 
for us. In the case of the two Apostles (James and John) our Lord 
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immediately told them that they would indeed share in the cup he 
was to drink — and that was the important thing when it came to 
sharing in his glory. In respect to our two blind men of the Gospel 
passage of today, the important thing was that they persisted in their 
prayer. Their persistence gained them their request. On another 
occasion our Lord taught his disciples that they were to pray always 
and never to lose heart. Imagine the two blind men following our 
Lord along the road or even outside the house, continuing to call out 
for healing! Would our Lord have left them to continue appealing to 
him indefinitely and without any response? Of course not. The time 
of his response was not predictable, but that he would in due course 
respond was clear — and presumably the blind men felt sure of this. 
God will answer our prayers if we but ask him humbly and 
persistently, never losing heart. Let us notice another aspect to the 
situation described in our Gospel today. When our Lord did heal the 
two blind men he “ warned them sternly, See that no-one knows about 
this. But they went out and spread the news about him all over that 
region ” (Matthew 9:27-31). So they disregarded his command. 
They did not fall in with the plan of God and in this respect they 
caused complications — impediments — for our Lord in his work. 

St Alphonsus Liguori wrote that the prayer of petition is 
immensely important and one reason why we do not receive far more 


- 59 - 



from God than we do is that we do not ask for more. We must ask 
with faith and persistence, and with a profound resolve to adhere to 
the will and plan of God. Let us fill up our days with prayer and 
service, all the while endeavouring to do only the will of God. 

-- 
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Saturday of the first week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79): 4, 2 Come and show us your face, 
O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and we will be saved. 

Collect O God, who sent your Only Begotten Son into this world to 
free the human race from its ancient enslavement, bestow on those 
who devoutly await him the grace of your compassion from on high, 
that we may attain the prize of true freedom. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalm 147:1-6; 

Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and heeding 
every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest 
is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. He called his 
twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil 
spirits and to heed every disease and sickness. These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following instructions: Go rather to the lost sheep 
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of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
near. ’ Heal the sick, reuse the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. (Matthew 
9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8) 

Christ and sin One of the greatest autobiographies of the 
nineteenth century — indeed, of the English language — was the 
Apologia pro Vita Sua of John Henry Newman, published in 1864. It 
is a history of his religious opinions and is the story of the mind of a 
great Christian, beatified by Pope Benedict XVI in 2010. One of the 
many powerful pages in his account is that in which he describes the 
tension between his certainty of the being of a God which he says is 
“as certain to me as the certainty of my own existence,” and the sight 
of “the world of men” which “fills me with unspeakable distress.” 
The world comes forth from the creative hand of God and yet it is 
“no reflection of its Creator.” The sight of the world, he writes, is 
“nothing else than the prophet’s scroll, full of ‘lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe’” (World’s Classics, OUP, p.250). It can only 
mean, Newman thinks, that “either there is no Creator, or this living 
society of men is in a true sense discarded from his presence” 
(P.251). Newman is referring to the great problem of evil which we 
know from Revelation has come from the sin of man. God’s creation 
has been profoundly spoilt. Now, we get a hint of this in our Gospel 
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passage today. We read that “ Jesus went through all the towns and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd ” (Matthew 9:35-10:1). 
Our Lord was travelling through the towns and through tiny villages. 
We read elsewhere that he visited the farms. He entered homes. We 
read in various parts of the Gospel how our Lord visited the private 
dwellings of all sorts of persons. He willingly got up to go to the 
home of a centurion to heal his servant. He entered the home of the 
Pharisee to dine there. He invited himself to the home of Zacchaeus 
the chief tax collector. When he saw the crowds he saw that they 
were harassed and dejected. He saw the power of evil in the world. 
At the tomb of Lazarus, our Lord wept. 

What was our Lord’s response to all this? He came to the 
people and began to teach them at length. He gave them the signs 
that were his miracles, signs of his power and mercy. Above all he 
would take upon his own shoulders the sin of the world and expiate 
for it by his Passion and Death. He sent his disciples out to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel and asked that they pray that the Lord of 
the harvest would send more labourers into his harvest. He himself 
would have been praying for this intention. We read that “ He called 
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his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil 
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following instructions: Go rather to the lost sheep 
of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
near. ’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.'’’’ Christ was 
getting ready to give to broken, fallen mankind, the mankind 
Newman describes with such pathos in his Apologia , the great gift 
that answers mankind’s need, the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit would be the means whereby Christ would live in the hearts of 
his Faithful through faith. Christ is the answer to the evil of the 
world, not in the sense of taking all evils away immediately, but 
rather in the sense that it is through Christ that we shall be able to 
live through all evils and transform them into seedbeds of good. This 
broken world has a glorious destiny in Christ. The cross was a great 
evil, but in his death at Calvary Christ transformed the cross into the 
source of man’s redemption. As we think of Christ’s disciples going 
out at his command to heal and even to raise the dead if necessary, 
let us think of both the evil of the world and the great hope that is 
offered to the world in Christ. He is the one and only Saviour of all 
mankind. He is the answer to the evil of the world. 
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The root of the world’s evil is sin. So we have sin on the one 
side and Christ filled with compassion on the other. “ When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.'’’’ Let us take our stand 
with Jesus, and with a heart modelled on his let us join him in his 
mission to the world. The answer the Church offers for mankind is 
the love and knowledge and service of Christ. Therein lies our hope. 

-- 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 30: 19, 30 O people of Sion, behold, the 
Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory 
of his voice heard in the joy of your heart. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking 
hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but may our 
learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14; 

2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. It is written in Isaiah the prophet: I will send my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way — a voice of one calling in 
the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him. ’ And so John came, baptising in the desert region and 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out 
to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the 
Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a 
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leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And 
this was his message: After me will come one more powerful than I, 
the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie. I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit. (Mark 1:1-8) 

Freedom Various descriptions have been given of the 
character of the modem age. Not long ago it was often said that the 
modern age is distinguished by its anxiety and sense of futility: its 
angst. Some have said that even modern youth lacks the hope that is 
characteristic of their age. Well, consider the age of youth. Most 
would think, looking at youth and also remembering their own 
experience, that youth is typically idealistic. A young person starts 
out in life with energy and gives himself over to what he thinks is 
worthwhile. Then as life progresses there are reversals, mistakes, 
disappointments, perhaps encounters with injustices. Gradually he 
finds that he cannot easily attain the ideals he seeks. If he is growing 
in maturity he will see that one (though not the only) major problem 
is his lack of the inner freedom necessary to attain his goals. For 
instance, he finds that he cannot bring himself to work as hard as he 
needs to if he is to reach his goals. That is to say, there is a certain 
laziness. That moral fault lessens his freedom. Or again, perhaps he 
cannot control his anger and this in turn affects his progress. It 
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would be a sign of a lack of maturity if a person were to fail to 
realize that there is much in him that limits his freedom. He has 
freedom but his freedom is greatly weakened, and this is not just 
because of restraints imposed by external circumstances. Whatever 
be the circumstances, man knows he is free but only to a point, and 
society and civilization know this too. In most countries if a person 
breaks the law of his society he is detained and tried in a court of law 
for his crime. He is not treated as an animal and simply eliminated 
as a threat to order. An animal is understood to be driven by its 
instincts and so is not accountable. Man, though, is accountable, and 
the only issue to be determined is whether in a particular case of 
misdemeanour he was responsible. Freedom! Was he free and did he 
know what he was doing? If he did not know what he was doing, 
should he have known it and to what extent? 

Our Gospel today (Mark 1:1-8) presents us with the figure of 
John the Baptist, a shining example of upright freedom. Freedom is 
increased the more upright we choose to be, which is to say the more 
we choose what is right. Man knows he is free to a point and he 
knows that he can increase his freedom. The danger is that we shall 
delude ourselves into thinking either that we are not really free or 
that we are entirely free. It is important that at every stage of life we 
have a lively sense of the sinful tendencies we must face up to within 
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ourselves if we are to attain real personal freedom. Real personal 
freedom is the freedom to choose what is true and good. The 
Christian knows that Christ is the embodiment of the True and the 
Good. I remember a conversation I had with a fairly successful man. 
He told me his life changed when a friend asked him if he had ever 
invited Christ into his life. In a sense he was confronted with the fact 
of his personal freedom. He was essentially free. He could make a 
decision: to welcome Jesus into his life with all that this might entail, 
or not. He did so, but then he had to work on it and that bought him 
up against sin. His freedom, he discovered, was weak and this was 
in large measure due to his own history of personal sin. And, apart 
from this, he knew he was born into the condition of original sin. 
This inherited weakness that is original sin is greatly magnified 
because of successive personal sins. In this lamentable condition we 
are faced with the call of conscience to be good and to love God with 
all our heart. Our great problem is that we are so wounded in our 
freedom. The Good News proclaimed by the Church is that Jesus 
Christ has set us free by his Death and Resurrection so that we 
should become free indeed, and remain free (Galatians 5:1). With the 
gift of his grace, the Holy Spirit leads us to cooperate with him in 
attaining the spiritual freedom to live a good and holy life and to be 
co-workers of Christ in the Church and in the world. 
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Our freedom is the greatest gift we have and we must use it by 
obeying the call of conscience to do what is right. Our freedom is 
deeply wounded, but Christ has won for us the grace to grow in the 
freedom to choose him as the love and the model of our life. By his 
grace we are able to choose to take our stand with him, to work at 
letting his mind be in us, and in making him and his teaching the 
heart and soul of all we do. By his grace and our free cooperation 
we are able to attain sanctity and be a Christ-like force for good in 
the world. Let us treasure the gift of our freedom and constantly seek 
the grace of God to use it for its divinely-ordained purpose. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1739- 
1742 (Human freedom in salvation) 

-- 
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Monday of the second week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35: 4 Hear the word of the 

Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour 
will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect May our prayer of petition rise before you, we pray, O Lord, 
that, with purity unblemished, we, your servants, may come, as we 
desire, to celebrate the great mystery of the Incarnation of your Only 
Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35: 1-10; Psalm 85:9ab and 10-14; 

Luke 5: 17-26 

One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, 
who had come from every village of Gcdilee and from Judea and 
Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was 
present for him to heed the sick. Some men came carrying a 
paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him 
before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this because of 
the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat 
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, Friend, your sins are forgiven. 
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to 
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themselves, Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone? Jesus knew what they were thinking and 
asked, Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? Which is 
easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get up and wcdk ’? 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins. ... He said to the parcdysed man, / tell you, get up, 
take your mat and go home. Immediately he stood up in front of 
them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 
Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with 
awe and said, We have seen remarkable things today. (Luke 5:17- 
26) 


Forgiving sin There is an aspect of the reaction of the 
Pharisees and the lawyers which ought to be pondered. Our Lord 
was teaching, we read, and “the power of the Lord was present in 
him as he heeded the sick.” This time, though, as the lawyers and 
Pharisees watched, something different happened. An opening in 
the roof was suddenly made and a paralytic on a mat began to be 
lowered in front of Jesus by friends above. Jesus looked up and 
instantly plumbed the hearts of both the paralytic and his friends. 
We read that he “saw their faith.” Further, it was when he saw their 
faith, that he said to the paralytic, “ Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
Their faith appears to have been such as to move our Lord to a 
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special exercise of his divine power beyond merely physical needs. 
Perhaps he saw that their faith in him went beyond viewing him 
merely as a physical healer — he was all this, they knew, but much, 
much more. In any case, Christ, “seeing their faith” immediately 
proceeded to forgive the sins of the paralytic. It was as if Christ was 
yearning to bring this benefit to the one who had the necessary faith, 
and he did so immediately with this paralytic. But in the minds of 
the religious leaders, this was a sensation. No prophet had ever 
presumed to do such a thing. Abraham had never done this, nor any 
of the patriarchs, nor Moses, David, Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah, 
Ezechiel, nor any. John the Baptist never forgave the sins of anyone 
— his baptism was a ritual expressing repentance and prayer for 
pardon. But he himself, of course, never forgave any one his sins. 
This was because only God could forgive sin. The scribes and 
Pharisees looking on ought to have paused before instantly 
condemning the holy prophet before them, but at least their cocksure 
thoughts manifested natural religious surprise at the authority thus 
claimed and manifested. The fact is that we tend not to be surprised 
at the forgiveness of sins. Indeed, we take it for granted. Sin is 
typically considered to be lacking in moment, and the forgiveness of 
sins likewise is often regarded as a routine business. At least the 
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Pharisees knew that such an act was unique, unprecedented, and 
altogether divine. 

Let us not take the forgiveness of sins for granted! It is a 
principal reason for being a Christian. What other founder of a 
religion claimed to be able to forgive sins against the all-holy, most 
high God? Let us also consider this. It costs nothing to God to create 
and sustain the entire universe. How vast is this universe! Science 
has not plumbed the neutron, let alone the universe. We do not know 
the ultimate limits of our universe, its real magnitude, composition 
and possible range of life. But all this is nothing for the great God to 
sustain. He does so with the wave of his finger, as it were. As we 
read in the first chapter of Genesis, God said, let there be light, and 
there was light. Let there be the vault above, with its luminaries, and 
so it was. God’s being is infinite, as is his almighty power. But what 
is to be said of sin? Ah! That is an altogether different matter, for that 
comes forth from man’s free choice, and the taking away of the sin 
of the world cost God enormously. It costs him nothing to create — 
creation is the effortless outpouring of his love. The taking away of 
the sin of the world is likewise the outpouring of his love, but it was 
not effortless. It cost God more than anything ever cost man. This is 
what is behind the forgiveness of sins. When Christ rose from the 
dead and appeared to his disciples on the evening of that same day, 
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he gave to them the Gift won for mankind by his sacrifice — the 
Holy Spirit. Giving them this Gift he immediately commissioned 
them to forgive sins. It was a stupendous gift, this forgiveness of sin, 
a power so divine that when Christ himself exercised it before the 
scribes and Pharisees, they were startled and condemnatory. But 
what helps us to appreciate this gift is what it took on God’s part to 
effect and to make it available to the world through the ministry of 
the Church, in the persons of the Apostles. Let the reaction of the 
lawyers and the Pharisees in our Gospel today remind us of the 
awesome character of the power to forgive sin — a power exercised 
and possessed by Jesus Christ, and handed to his Church. We have 
constant and ready access to this gift. 

“Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive 
sins but God aloneT ’ Only God can forgive sins. The Church, 
exercising this power in the persons of her ordained priests, acts in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Every time we think of the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation, and avail ourselves of it, let us think of 
the tremendous cost to the Son of God made man it involved. He is 
the Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world by his 
Sacrifice, and that unique benefit comes to us repeatedly for the 
asking, provided we ask with faith and repentance. 
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Tuesday of the second week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14: 5, 7 Behold, the Lord will come, and 

all his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great light. 

Collect O God, who have shown forth your salvation to all the ends 
of the earth, grant, we pray, that we may look forward in joy to the 
glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 96:1-3 and 10-13; 

Matthew 18:12-14 

Jesus said to his disciples, What do you think? If a man owns a 
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 
And if he finds it, 1 tell you the truth, he is happier about that one 
sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same 
way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones 
should be lost. (Matthew 18:12-14) 

Particular providence In the history of philosophy and 
religion, God has been often perceived as not very concerned for 
man. Consider the First Mover in Aristotle’s metaphysics. He 
causes movement by being the object of desire and love. He is 
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himself the pure act of thinking, with himself the object of thought. 
All this is true, but it does not suggest to us that Aristotle understands 
God as being deeply concerned for the world. The gods and 
goddesses of Greece and Rome lived in a world of their own. In 
many religions the highest power above appears to recede after 
having formed the world, and man is left to deal primarily with 
secondary spirits. In these imaginings, the highest god is a bit like 
Aristotle’s prime Mover in his remoteness or lack of direct concern 
for the beings he has set in motion or is causing to move. This 
tendency to imagine the Deity as distant and unconcerned with man 
— which is to say, the tendency to deny a strong and abiding 
particular providence — can be seen in whole periods, even in 
societies where the Christian revelation has been accepted. Although 
Deism as a philosophy held great sway for a century or so (rising to 
prominence in the eighteenth century), I suspect that a considerable 
percentage of people are still deists without their realizing it. The 
deist does not deny the existence of God nor does he merge the world 
with God in a pantheist sense. He does not deny that God is personal 
and that he is the First Cause, but he emphasises the transcendence of 
God at the cost of his personal providence. The First Cause is distant 
in that he governs by the laws of his creation. He is the God whom 
reason can perceive by contemplating the laws of the universe. Yes, 
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he made and sustains man and the world, but he leaves them to the 
laws he has given it. Needless to say, a “god” such as this would 
scarcely inspire much religion. He would be a bit like someone who 
will never, no matter how hard one tries, show the slightest interest 
in having a personal relationship. However much we may admire 
such a person, we will probably give up on trying to relate to him. 

Yet man yearns for communion with the Absolute. This is why 
religion is everywhere. It is why man could almost be defined and 
distinguished as a religious being. Yes, he is a rational animal. He is 
a free animal. He is a responsible one. But he is also a religious one. 
He yearns for the Highest and has an intimation that this Highest One 
is his true Good and will bring him happiness. Yet how little is there 
that is certain and that can console him in his poverty and 
uncertainty! Into this void and morass God has made himself known. 
Contrary to the theories of many of the philosophers, contrary to the 
images and notions prevailing in many of the religions, God is 
revealed as profoundly and actively concerned for man — and not 
just for man in general but, importantly, for each individual man and 
woman. There is, in fact, much in creation that reflects this character 
of God. The animal, acting on mere instinct and quite unable to 
reason and freely select from a choice of goals, cares with energy for 
its young. It does so by a compulsion unless this compulsion is 
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overtaken by another compulsion. This instinctive animal 
benevolence is the faint imprint of the infinite goodness of the 
Creator. But more than anything, it is God’s own revelation of 
himself that brings this home to man. Let us listen again to our 
Lord’s words in today’s Gospel: “ Jesus said to his disciples, What do 
you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders 
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for 
the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is 
happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 
wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing 
that any of these little ones should be lost ” (Matthew 18:12-14). In 
modern terms, we might even use the image of the well-trained sheep 
dog rounding up the strays. As one poet put it, God is the hound of 
heaven, bringing back the stray. 

St Therese of Lisieux is a Doctor of the Church for her doctrine 
on the way — her “little way” — to holiness. She taught that we 
must have absolute confidence in God. He loves the sinner and so 
the sinner may with trust turn back to him in repentance. As our 
Lord explains, God is full of concern for each of us and if any of us 
strays from him he seeks us out to bring us back. God is very 
concerned indeed for each of us. He loves us. Let us make this the 
basis of our life. 
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Wednesday of the second week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2: 3; 1 Cor 4: 5 The Lord will come and 

he will not delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and 
reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Almighty God, who command us to prepare the way for 
Christ the Lord, grant in your kindness, we pray, that no infirmity 
may weary us as we long for the comforting presence of our 
heavenly physician. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40: 25-31; Psalm 103:1-4, 8 and 10; 

Matthew 11:28-30 

At that time Jesus said, Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 
(Matthew 11:28-30) 

Come to me! Many years ago a prominent Australian 
politician made the remark that “life wasn’t meant to be easy.” He 
was lampooned for having said that, and the remark was 
reinterpreted to mean all sorts of things. But of course all he meant 
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was that ordinary human experience shows that all must expect 
difficulties in life. Life is often difficult and especially so (but not 
only) if we intend to live a good life. It goes against the grain. Now, 
man’s sense of injustice reacts to life’s difficulties, many of which 
arise even if one has done little to deserve them. At times 
troubles far outweigh joys and it can reach a point when the seeming 
unfairness of it all can cloud a person’s instinctive and normal sense 
of God. God is, so it seems, inexplicably silent and inactive in the 
face of injustice and insensitive blind forces. He seems incapable of 
doing what needs to be done or not sufficiently concerned, in which 
case can one really say that there is a God as we normally understand 
him to be? What is the point of bothering with him? Religious belief 
seems futile and irrelevant. Now, the important question arising 
from this is, Does God answer this sense of the futility of religious 
belief? Does he address die issue of suffering and evill He does, and 
the entire historical Revelation is God’s answer to it at its deepest 
level. It is not a simple answer nor is it intended to meet all our 
intellectual difficulties springing from the fact of evil in the world. It 
is above all a practical answer: it tells us what God has done and 
what we are to do when suffering in order to give it meaning and 
fruit. The practical step we are to take is to come to Jesus. In this 
sense our Gospel today is entirely relevant to the problem of evil and 
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suffering We read that “At that time Jesus said, Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for / am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light ” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

Our Lord says that the one who is burdened should come to 
him. God wants suffering mankind to come to Jesus. The healings 
and miracles of his public ministry were signs, as St John expresses it 
in his Gospel. The lame, the blind, the sick and the paralysed came 
to him and he healed them. He was not meaning to indicate that he 
had come to do this there and then for the sick of every place and 
time. But he was meaning to show that all those who are weary and 
overburdened with life should come to him, place their trust in him 
and be part of his company. Above all, those conscious of their sins 
ought to come to him for he is the Saviour. On one occasion he was 
passing through Jericho and he stopped near the sycamore tree and 
saw Zacchaeus the chief tax-collector there looking at him. 
Zacchaeus had run ahead to climb the tree so as to see Jesus as he 
was passing by. In his own way he yearned for Jesus. Jesus invited 
himself into Zacchaeus’s home and into his life. Zacchaeus had 
come to him with his burden of sin. We each of us should come to 
Jesus with all our burdens and sins. Where is Jesus to be found? 
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Being God, he is everywhere and especially in our hearts. We can 
speak to him anywhere and at any time. He is above all present in 
his body the Church, of which he is the Head. He founded the 
Church to bring him to all the nations, promising that he would be 
with the Church till the end. He said to Simon Peter that he was the 
rock on which he would build his Church, and to him he was giving 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Christ is present and available 
to us in the Church’s divinely-guided Tradition, sacraments, life and 
teaching. He is present in his written word, the inspired word of the 
Scriptures, the Church’s great Book which she offers to Christ’s 
Faithful while helping them to interpret it. So let us go to Christ 
and take upon ourselves his yoke which is his way, his teaching, his 
revelation. If we give ourselves over to Christ and his way, joy will 
be ours in the midst of whatever burdens life brings. 

The Church has a great message for suffering mankind: Come 
to Christ and take up his yoke. Leam from him, and the rest he 
promises for one’s soul will be found. There will be joy in carrying 
his yoke, for paradoxically his yoke is easy and his burden light. 
Pope John Paul II at the beginning of his pontificate in October 1978 
said to the world, “Be not afraid! Open the doors to Christ.” That is 
what our Lord is inviting us to do in today’s Gospel. It is God’s 
answer to the world’s suffering. 
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Thursday of the second week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O Lord, are 

close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I have known of your 
decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the paths of your 
Only Begotten Son, that through his coming, we may be found 
worthy to serve you with minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture : Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145:1 and 9, 10-13ab; 

Matthew 11:11-15 

I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not 
risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully 
advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For cdl the Prophets and 
the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he 
is the Elijah who was to come. He who has ears, let him hear. 
(Matthew 11:11-15) 
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Jesus and John Our Lord accorded the highest praise to 
John the Baptist. Just before our passage today, we read that as 
John’s disciples were leaving our Lord to give his message to their 
master who was in prison, our Lord spoke of John. “ What did you go 
out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what 
did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who 
wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 
one about whom it is written: 7 will send my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way before you (Matthew 11:1-11). 
John was no ordinary prophet. He was the predicted Forerunner who 
would prepare the way for the Lord. Other prophets spoke obliquely 
of the Messiah to come, such as Deutero-Isaiah who described the 
Suffering Servant, or Daniel who described the Son of Man, or 
Moses in Deuteronomy predicting the future Prophet. But John’s 
announcement was very specific. He announced to the people that 
the Messiah was nigh. Indeed, he said, he was in their midst without 
their knowing. More than this, at least to some people he directly 
pointed to Jesus as the Messiah. For instance, he told this to two of 
his disciples, who immediately followed Jesus and became his 
disciples. They in turn, after meeting Jesus, told others of him and 
brought them to him. Again, on one occasion our Lord challenged 
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his enemies to state whether John was from God or not. They knew 
that if they admitted he was from God, then Jesus would ask why 
they did not accept John’s testimony about him. So John must have 
testified about Jesus to the leaders of the people also. John was the 
greatest of the prophets because his mission was the greatest. It was 
to introduce Jesus as the Messiah. And there is another reason for 
his greatness. He bore his sufferings with admirable faith. Though 
his passion was before that of Jesus, it was borne in the same spirit. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 11:11-15), Jesus continues his 
praise of John the Baptist, and he does so with great deliberation. ”7 
tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen 
anyone greater than John the Baptist .” Presumably our Lord was 
not thinking primarily of John’s personal holiness, great as this was. 
After all, Christ’s own mother Mary far exceeded John in sanctity. 
Our Lord would have been referring primarily to his greatness as a 
prophet and man of the Old Testament. He had no equal, and as 
such his life and teaching pointed superbly to the Messiah who had 
now arrived. But then, our Lord continues, something greater had 
now come, for “ he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he .” That is to say, whatever the people had of the treasures of 
heaven in the Old Testament — of which John was the most 
illustrious prophet — is not to be compared with the treasures and 
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grace available to them in Jesus. In him there is present the 
Kingdom of Heaven and every heavenly blessing. What Christ in his 
person and teaching brings far outstrips whatever John, and all he 
represents, brought. John was a prophet; indeed the greatest of the 
prophets. But Christ was no mere prophet. He was (and is) a divine 
person. Jesus was a man, in a particular place at a particular time, 
and he lived out his very human life in a very particular context. He 
was bom, he grew up, he worked and he died. This man was literally 
God. Nothing and no-one, then, can compare with him. The entire 
universe cannot be compared with him, and entry into the kingdom 
of heaven consists in entering into union with him. Our Lord is 
saying that union with him in discipleship is a far, far greater thing 
than the following of any prophet, and even than actually being the 
greatest of prophets. He, Jesus, is far greater than anything in the 
Old Testament. He, Jesus, is beyond compare. Nothing is to be 
compared with the priceless treasure of Jesus Christ and union with 
him. 

Let us resolve to hold on to the person of Jesus and to guard his 
teaching, making it the guide of our entire life in all its aspects. Our 
Gospel passage today (Matthew 11:11-15) alludes to a passion that 
John was enduring in prison, a passion that would culminate in his 
death by which he would bear witness to the truth of God. He points 
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to Jesus, not only in his prophetic mission but in his own passion and 
death. Let us be led by his witness to take our stand with Jesus and 
be led entirely by Christ’s teaching, a teaching that leads us to take 
up our cross and carry it following in his footsteps. 

-- 
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Friday of the second week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending with 
splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will bestow on them 
eternal life. 

Collect Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God, may be ever 
watchful for the coming of your Only Begotten Son, that, as the 
author of our salvation himself has taught us, we may hasten, alert 
and with lighted lamps, to meet him when he comes. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 

Matthew 11:16-19 

Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare this 
generation? It is like children who sit in marketplaces and ccdl to one 
another, 'We played the flute for you, but you did not dance, we sang 
a dirge but you did not mourn. ’ For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they said, He is possessed by a demon. ’ The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking and they said, 'Look, he is a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. ’ But wisdom 
is vindicated by her works. ” (Matthew 11:16-19) 
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Wisdom vindicated It is interesting to notice what our 
Lord says to the crowds about their response to the ministry of John 
the Baptist. It was less than satisfactory, to say the least. Early in St 
Matthew we read that “ Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
about the Jordan came out' to be baptized by John, confessing their 
sins (Matthew 3: 5-6). On the face of it, it seems that the initial 
popular response to the prophetic ministry of John was 
commendable. We read much later in this Gospel that our Lord told 
the scribes and Pharisees that while the prostitutes and tax collectors 
accepted the call to repentance by John, they did not (Matthew 21: 
31-32). So John’s ministry had some success at least among the 
ordinary people. But here in our passage today from the very same 
Gospel (Matthew 11:16-19), our Lord exclaims before the crowds, 
“To what shall l compare this generation? It is like children who sit 
in marketplaces and call to one another, 'We played the flute for you, 
but you did not dance, we sang a dirge but you did not mourn. ’ For 
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they said, ‘He is 
possessed by a demon " Our Lord is saying this about ‘‘this 
generation ” and he is saying it to “the crowds .” It seems that the 
general response of the nation to John’s ministry was disappointing 
in the event. The same had to be said of the ministry of Jesus Christ: 
“The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they said, ‘Look, he 
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is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners 
Now while this accusation is to be taken as directed especially 
against the scribes and Pharisees, nevertheless as just pointed out, 
Christ says it to the crowds, and says it of “this generation .” The 
people in general responded poorly, though of course a proportion 
constituted “good soil” for the seed of the word that was cast about 
by the Sower. We may take this situation as an omen of mankind’s 
response to the Good News of Jesus Christ. But a special bell tolls at 
the end of the passage, a toll that warns all generations: “ But wisdom 
is vindicated by her works.” 

That is to say, whatever be the response, what God has 
revealed and what God has done will be utterly and entirely 
vindicated in the event. In any one generation, including our Lord’s 
own generation. Revelation may be pronounced by popular opinion, 
or by the powers of the moment (such as the media) to be a non- 
event, or irrelevant, or failing in utility, or to be a purely private 
persuasion and not in any sense a public and objective Fact. It is not 
vindicated in the surveys or the polls. It is boring. It does not 
“work.” And so the gift of God is not received. The mighty river of 
God’s saving works flows on and on, and the precious moment 
offered to so many souls of the day is lost forever. The chance is 
lost, but the work of redemption and sanctification continues on. In 
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our Lord’s day, a golden offer was extended. In the synagogue of 
Capernaum (John chapter 6), Christ announced the gift of his body 
and blood, the means of gaining eternal life now. But many of his 
disciples rejected his word as being absurd. It was too much, and so 
many refused to walk with him any more. The Eucharist was 
announced, later instituted, and still later brought to the world 
through the ministry of the Church. The wisdom declared by Jesus 
Christ was vindicated by her works, in this case the “work” of the 
Holy Eucharist, effected at the Last Supper and brought to the 
generations in the bosom of the Church. Or again, Christ lay dead 
hanging on the Cross, rejected by so many. But the wisdom of the 
Cross was vindicated in the redemption thus won for mankind. The 
final vindication will come at the very end, when what God has done 
in his prophets up to John and in unsurpassed manner in his Son 
Jesus Christ, will be vindicated as the supreme wisdom. What a 
tragedy to be fooled by images of the day, by hearsay, by public 
opinion resting on ephemeral assumptions, and by the dictates of 
utilitarianism and relativism. As Pope Benedict so often pointed out, 
there are many forms of dictatorship other than merely political. 
Political dictatorship, a clearly defined enemy, can be powerfully if 
silently resisted. There are unseen and subtle dictatorships which can 
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prove far more corrosive of faith. Yet wisdom will be vindicated by 
her works. God’s wisdom will win out. 

As St Paul writes, now is the acceptable time, now is the hour 
(2 Cor 6:2). Seize the moment at hand! Do not be befuddled by 
subterfuge and mirage. Accept what God offers. Let us pray for the 
wisdom to perceive true wisdom, the wisdom of God that is 
embodied in Christ Jesus, image of the unseen God, Revelation of 
the Father. There is no escaping the final upshot — the divine 
Wisdom that is Jesus Christ will be vindicated in his works, and then, 
to use a very colloquial expression, a lot of people will be found to 
have egg on their faces. But this is no laughing matter, for it is a 
matter of life and death. 
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Saturday in the second week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79): 4, 2 Come and show us your face, 

O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and we will be saved. 

Collect May the splendour of your glory dawn in our hearts, we 
pray, almighty God, that all shadows of the night may be scattered 
and we may be shown to be children of light by the advent of your 
Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture : Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalm 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; 
Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

As they were coming down the mountain, the disciples asked 
him, Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 
first? Jesus replied, To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all 
things. But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not 
recognise him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the 
same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands. Then the 
disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the 
Baptist. (Matthew 17:9a, 10-13) 

Divine pedagogy The scene of our Gospel passage today is 
that of our Lord and his three disciples (Peter, James and John, the 
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future pillars of the infant Church, with Peter being the divinely 
appointed Rock) coming down the mountain after the 
Transfiguration. The disciples ask our Lord "why then do the 
teachers of the law say that Elijah must come firstT ’ Our Lord 
confirms that Elijah must come first, and that John the Baptist was 
the Elijah who was to come. In this question and answer we are 
reminded of the long preparation by God of his people for the 
coming of the Messiah. One may wonder why it was that God, with 
all the might and wisdom that was his, could not have prepared his 
people much more rapidly and with greater success. Our Lord was 
some eighteen hundred years in the coming after the dim 
announcement of it to Abraham, not to speak of the promise made to 
the fallen first parents. Through you all the nations of the earth will 
be blessed, God had told Abraham. Through ups and downs, 
reversals on the small scale as on the large, the time was eventually 
fulfilled, and the Son of God became man. What was God doing in 
taking such a long time about it? Of course, we cannot say why God 
in his wisdom chooses to do things as he does, but it seems to me 
that one obvious reason was that he was gradually teaching his 
chosen people, and mankind too, and this pedagogy was deemed in 
the mind of the Almighty to require great time. In the life of each 
man and woman too, God seems to take his time. Yes, there are 
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special moments when a sudden and significant advance is made, but 
normally God moves with care and seeming slowness. He does not 
attempt to rush us. He has made us free and he respects this. God 
does not push man around, because he has given him the precious 
gift of freedom which makes man so much like himself. So God has, 
in a sense, bound himself to the limitations of man and human 
history. He suggests, he teaches, he intimates and he gently guides. 
Might we not say he treats us like adults? It is messy, it is slow, and 
the results might seem problematic. 

Problematic indeed, for the result of all God’s efforts over 
nearly two thousand years of pedagogy, sending prophet after 
prophet and guiding the course of affairs in ways meant to teach his 
chosen people, was the rejection of the new Elijah and the nailing of 
the Messiah, his own Divine Son, on the Cross at Calvary. Our Lord 
refers to this in our Gospel today: “7 tell you, Elijah has already 
come, and they did not recognise him, but have done to him 
everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to 
suffer at their hands. Then the disciples understood that he was 
talking to them about John the Baptist ” (Matthew 17:9a, 10-13). The 
disciples’ question and our Lord’s response point back to the endless 
patience of God in preparing his chosen people for the salvation he 
intended to offer the world. It was a long process and the 
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culminating revelation had arrived in the person of Jesus. The 
response was, though, lamentable. The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. He came unto his own but his own did not receive 
him. The dialogue of our Gospel today shows not only the infinite 
patience and sensitivity of God in history, but also the power of sin 
in human history. God’s loving advances were too often rebuffed. 
Just as we are reminded of God’s respectful pedagogy not only in 
human history but in our individual lives, so too we are reminded of 
the power of sin not only in human history but in our individual 
lives. There is God and his saving action on the one hand, and there 
is sin and its stubborn resistance on the other. All this we are 
reminded of in our Lord’s references to salvation history in our 
Gospel passage today. We must learn from the actions of God as 
described in Scripture and strive to resist sin, opening ourselves to 
the loving grace and pedagogy of our Father in heaven. He wishes to 
prepare us to accept his Divine Son, just as he sought to do with his 
chosen people. 

Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene today with Peter, 
James and John as they descended the mountain with their Master. 
They would be faithful until death, magnificent examples of those 
who received Jesus Christ the Word of God when he came among 
them. The pedagogy of God had great success in them as it had in 
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others such as Mary the mother of Jesus and Joseph his foster-father. 
God is leading us on day by day. Let us take our stand with Jesus 
and allow ourselves to be led just as he himself was led and as all do 
who choose to follow him closely. 

-- 
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Third Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Phil 4: 4-5 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Collect O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast 
of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so 
great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship 
and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture Today : Isaiah 61:l-2a, 10-11; Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54; 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28. 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. Now this was John’s testimony 
when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who 
he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, I am not the 
Christ. They asked him, Then who are you? Are you Elijah? He said, 
I am not. Are you the Prophet ? He answered, No. Fincdly they said, 
Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself? John replied in the words of Isaiah 
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the prophet, I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make 
straight the way for the Lord. ’ Now some Pharisees who had been 
sent questioned him, Why then do you baptise if you are not the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet? 1 baptise with water, John 
replied, but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one 
who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandcds I am not worthy to 
untie. This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, 
where John was baptising. (John 1:6-8, 19-28) 

The Mission On this Sunday of Advent the Church places 
before us the grand figure of John the Baptist about whom elsewhere 
in the Gospel our Lord spoke so highly. We know he was a great 
saint because our Lord in effect said so — while John was still alive 
in prison. The leaders of the people also thought he was great. In 
our Gospel today we see them asking him if he was the long awaited 
Messiah, or the Elijah who was to come, or the Prophet whom Moses 
had predicted. But what was John’s response? I am none of these, he 
said. I am a mere voice calling out in the desert, asking people to 
prepare for the Lord. My baptism is with mere water. But there is 
already one among you who is coming after me and I am nothing 
compared to him. I am not worthy to undo his very sandals. That 
indicates how highly he thought of Christ and how humbly he 
thought of himself. His whole life and mission was to point to the 
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greatest of the great who had already arrived. He glorified Christ and 
abased himself. John the Baptist is a wonderful model for the 
Church and for every member of the Church. Just as John was part 
of the eternal plan of God prepared for in the Old Covenant, so is the 
Church. The Church is founded by and on the words and actions of 
Jesus Christ. The Church is not just an accidental development in 
history of what Christ said and did, as some tend to think. One of the 
great developments in Protestantism occurred in eighteenth century 
England with the rise of Evangelicalism, and perhaps its greatest 
preacher was George Whitefield. The important thing for him was 
that people have an experience of Christ and convert from sin to faith 
in Jesus as Saviour. But he had little interest in the idea of the 
Church as such - and in this he was mistaken. The Church from all 
eternity was planned by God and has an essential role to play in the 
work of Christ the Saviour. Her role is to be the locale, the body, the 
visible abode of Christ on earth bringing him to all the nations. John 
the Baptist pointed to the great One already present. The Church too 
points to the Saviour present in her midst. 

The mission of the Church, and therefore of each and all of her 
members, is to share in our Lord’s mission to proclaim and establish 
among all peoples the Kingdom of God begun by and present in 
Christ. The Church constitutes here on earth the beginning, the 
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mustard seed we might say, of this Kingdom which is God’s 
lordship. If we enter this Kingdom and live worthily, by God’s grace 
we shall be saved. Where is this Kingdom? Our Lord said to Simon 
Peter, 1 give to you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is present in the Church which Christ built on 
the rock of Peter. He guaranteed that the gates of Hell would not 
prevail against it. Hell cannot prevail because Christ is the Church’s 
head. The Kingdom of Heaven in essence is none other than the 
person of Jesus and living in union with him. By coming to Jesus, by 
entering into friendship with him, by learning from him and by 
taking upon oneself his yoke, a person enters the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus is found above all in his body the Church. Now, inasmuch as 
the person of Christ and his heavenly grace is unseen, this great 
Reality (which is Jesus) within the Church makes of the Church what 
has been called a “mystery.” The Church is far more than what can 
be actually seen, for Christ is the true spiritual reality present and 
active in the Church. He makes of the Church a divine Reality, a 
“mystery” which can be comprehended only with the eyes of faith. 
Furthermore, inasmuch as Christ is the one and only Saviour of 
mankind, the Church herself by virtue of Christ’s presence within her 
as her head is the sign and instrument of salvation for all humanity. 
Through the presence and action of Christ in her midst, she is the 
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means of communion of all humanity with God and with the entire 
human race. Christ is the great treasure of the Church, the real 
protagonist behind and within the Church’s action. The Church is 
effective to the extent that her members allow themselves to be true 
instruments of Christ, pointing to him as did John the Baptist in our 
Gospel passage today (John 1:6-8, 19-28). What John the Baptist 
was doing and saying is an image of what the Church is called to do 
from generation to generation. Christ is the important Reality within 
the Church, and by God’s plan it is the Church that announces him to 
the world. 

Let us every day repeat in our hearts that we are unworthy to 
undo the very sandal straps of Jesus Christ. He is the Son of God 
made man, the image and revelation of the Father, God from God 
and Light from Light. He is the only way to the Father and the only 
means by which men can be saved. We as members of the Church 
have the vocation to bear witness to him and to give glory to him. 
Let us endeavour to do this every day of our lives. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.759-769 
(The role of John the Baptist) 




- 106 - 





Monday of the third week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35: 4 Hear the word of the 

Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour 
will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O Lord, and, 
casting light on the darkness of our hearts, visit us with the grace of 
your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture : Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Psalm 25:4-9; Matthew 21:23-27 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, 
the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. By what 
authority are you doing these things? they asked. And who gave you 
this authority? Jesus replied, I will also ask you one question. If you 
answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
John’s baptism — where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or 
from men ? They discussed it among themselves and said, If we say, 
‘From heaven ’, he will ask, ‘Then why didn ’t you believe him? ’ But 
if we say, ‘From men ’— we are afraid of the people, for they all hold 
that John was a prophet. So they answered Jesus, We don 7 know. 
Then he said, Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. (Matthew 21:23-27) 
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Christ’s authority The Gospels tell us that on various 
occasions during our Lord’s public ministry the people marvelled at 
his works and at his teaching. They were astonished at the authority 
he showed, for instance in the way he could command the spirits to 
depart from a possessed man, in the way he could release a person 
from this or that ailment, and the authority he displayed in his 
teaching. In respect to his teaching, they said that he spoke with 
authority and not like the scribes. The scribes would teach and 
support their teaching by appeals to various authorities, the authority 
of the Scriptures and to other authorities as well. They did not, of 
course, consider that an appeal to their own authority would suffice 
but bolstered their case by pointing to the support of others. So it is 
in most of human thought. In doing a Ph.D. thesis, authorities are 
commonly appealed to. Even where there may be no other authorities 
to which one may appeal, at least there is the authority of one’s own 
reasoning. That is to say, the listener or reader may examine the 
reasoning and see whether the reasons support what one is saying. 
But in some way Christ, while providing reasons and supporting 
what he said with miracles, and while pointing to the teaching of the 
Scriptures, nevertheless presented himself progressively as having a 
complete and independent personal authority to teach and act in the 
name of God. In the Sermon on the Mount he referred to what had 
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been handed down and then proceeded to expound his own teaching: 
Such and such has been said to you, but I say this to you. On his own 
authority he expelled demons and raised the dead to life. He taught 
breathtaking doctrines on his own authority , such as the doctrine of 
the Eucharist in the synagogue of Capernaum. He expected faith in 
him, not the weight of supporting authorities, to lead to assent to his 
word. The way he taught, the power he displayed, the authority he 
exercised, was beyond other authorities. Though he could point to 
authorities, he acted and taught as if he knew that full authority 
resided in himself, and that he needed no one to support him. 

And this is exactly what the leaders of the Jews could see so 
very clearly and it went right against all they were familiar with and 
required. So it is that, as our Gospel shows, they came to demand 
from our Lord an explicit account of the authorization he had for his 
work and especially his teaching. Our Lord could point to many 
things that supported his authority, but on this occasion he obliquely 
pointed to one. That was the word of John the Baptist. Our Lord 
knew that those who were questioning him were entirely unwilling to 
accept his authority, no matter what the support for it might be. 
Whatever he said, it would become the occasion of further argument 
and rejection. So he simply asked them, where did John’s baptism 
and ministry come from? Was it of God or of man? Was John a true 
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prophet and was his ministry divinely appointed? Of course the 
people knew John was a prophet, but the leaders would not 
acknowledge this. We remember how the leaders had sent 
representatives to ask John who he was. On that very occasion he, 
abasing himself before God and men, had pointed to the Messiah 
who was coming and who was already in their midst. Our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 21:23-27) not only implies that the leaders 
of the Jews did not accept John as a prophet, but knew that John had 
pointed to Jesus as the promised Messiah. So the chief priests and 
elders, coming formally to ask our Lord for an account of his 
authority for all his activities, and undoubtedly intending to try to 
trap him in the process, found themselves trapped by our Lord’s 
quick and decisive question. They could either accept John as a 
prophet and so the authority of Jesus himself, or be condemned and 
rejected by the people. They withdrew, with Christ being once again 
triumphant in debate. Christ had in effect pointed to one of many 
incontestable witnesses to his own supreme authority: John, and the 
prophets who were before him. Our Lord pointed to their testimony 
that he was the Messiah long foretold. He did not depend on them 
for his authorization but they did support his authority. 

One of the most distinctive features of our Lord’s ministry 
right up to and during his Passion was his manifest authority. He 
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was and is the ultimate authority upon which man can rely for truth 
and salvation. He is the rock on which we can depend. He is the 
invisible rock of the Church and he appointed Simon Peter as the 
visible rock who would represent him. To him he gave the keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. The Church’s authority comes from Christ 
and depends on Christ. When he rose from the dead he told his 
disciples that to him had been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth. They, then, were to go to the whole world and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptising them and teaching all that he had 
commanded. Christ’s authority is supreme. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the third week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14: 5, 7 Behold, the Lord will come, and 
all his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great light. 

Collect O God, who through your Only Begotten Son have made us 
a new creation, look kindly, we pray, on the handiwork of your 
mercy, and at your Son’s coming cleanse us from every stain of the 
old way of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps. 34: 2-3, 6-7, 17-19. 23; 

Matthew 21: 28-32 

What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He 
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard. ’ 
7 will not, ’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, 7 will, sir, ’ but he did not go. Which of the two did what 
his father wanted? The first, they answered. Jesus said to them, I tell 
you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
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collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 21:28-32) 

Conversion It is a presidential election. One candidate is 
way ahead of the other and the result seems certain. But for some 
reason right to the very end the losing candidate refuses to give up. 
He just goes on and on, exuding enthusiasm for his cause all the 
while gaining ground. He does not believe things are set in stone. 
The significant thing to notice is that he believes that people can 
change. The winning candidate does, too, because he urges his 
followers not to take anything for granted but to get to the polls and 
vote. Whatever actually does happen, the voters have free will. 
They can change and the difference that can result is momentous. 
This applies not only to an event such as a national election, but also 
to so many other things in life. A person begins badly, making so 
many mistakes and putting his life in disorder. He gradually comes 
out of the situation his wrong turns led him into, and he begins 
achieving true results. He works well and his life turns around. How 
has this happened? It happened because he had the will to change. In 
our Gospel today (Matthew 21:28-32) our Lord contrasts what a 
person says he will do with what he actually does. What is 
all-important is not so much his words as his decision , and his acting 
on that decision. There were two sons in our Lord’s brief 
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illustration. The one said he would do his father’s will and the other 
said he would not. There are so many parallels to this in life. The 
one person grows up in a good family and receives all the help to 
lead a good, religious and productive life. He is drawn along in that 
good course and readily says, and gives the impression of saying, 
that he will continue to live in this fruitful way. He says he will do 
the right thing. But he coasts along, not really putting his mind to it. 
He does not really work at his moral and religious life. He remains 
or becomes mediocre and begins to become spiritually complacent. 
He becomes careless. His interest lessens. He even eventually falls 
away from his religious faith. He began by saying, I will, sir, but 
does not do it. 

The other person begins poorly. Let us take a real life 
example. Matt Talbot (1856-1925) was bom in the poverty of 
Dublin’s inner city. He began drinking at twelve years of age and 
became a chronic alcoholic. It was the drug culture of the 19th 
century. Matt was an addict. After sixteen years he decided to get 
out of his hopeless predicament and kick his dreadful habit. A priest 
helped him, giving him a method of rehabilitation which included the 
future twelve step program of Alcoholics Anonymous founded some 
fifty years later. After a terrible struggle and through prayer and 
sacrifice he found himself again. What Alcoholics Anonymous later 
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called the Higher Power he knew to be the true God of his Catholic 
Faith. He placed his faith in our Lord and embarked on a 
tremendously serious Christian life far beyond the ordinary, 
remaining sober for forty years until his death. He had only a 
handful at his funeral but is now a candidate for canonisation. Some 
day he will be known as Saint Matthew Talbot. From being a 
hopeless case he became a man of heroic virtue, a very close 
follower of our Lord. He is an example of the son in our Lord’s 
parable who, when asked by his father to go and work in his 
vineyard, said no! But afterwards thought the better of it and went. 
He changed. Matt Talbot had the power of freedom, even though 
through the self-abuse of excessive alcohol he greatly disabled 
himself. But he still had that freedom. By entrusting himself to the 
power and grace of God, he changed his mind and embarked on the 
road which God all along wanted him to take. That road was 
obedience to the divine will. He entered the kingdom of God which 
is union with Jesus, and did so with flying colours. He is a shining 
example of the younger son of our Lord’s parable, one whose 
conversion our Lord held up before the leaders for their emulation. 
If we do not convert from our sins and apathy, we shall be left behind 
by those who do. Let us learn from those who choose to change , 
those who convert , and take our cue from them. 
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At the end of every day we ought to resolve to convert from the 
sins of that day. We ought recognize that we have (perhaps) said to 
our Lord that we have recognized his will and yet have not done it in 
this or that respect. Let those who have done the will of God be our 
inspiration. Let us resolve every day to recognize our sins, to repent, 
and to resume once again our daily effort to hear the will of God and 
to put it into practice. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the third week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2: 3; 1 Cor 4: 5 The Lord will come and 
he will not delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and 
reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the coming solemnity of 
your Son may bestow healing upon us in this present life and bring 
us the rewards of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 45: 6-8.18.21-25; Psalm 85ab. 10-14; 

Luke 7:18-23 

John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two 
of them, he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was 
to come, or should we expect someone else?” When the men came to 
Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, Are you the 
one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?’” At that 
very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil 
spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the 
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and 
heard: The blind receive sight, the lame wcdk, those who have 
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leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good 
news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall 
away on account of me.” (Luke 7:18-23) 

Awesome and lowly There are numerous celebrated events in 
the Old Testament that manifest the awesomeness of Yahweh God. 
His striking the Egyptians with plagues and disasters, his leading the 
children of Israel through the Red Sea and then drowning the 
pursuing Egyptians, his feeding the moving population with manna 
and with quails, his going ahead of them in a cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night — all of these manifestations set him apart 
from the gods of the peoples. He is the one and only God, and his 
chosen people were to have no other gods apart from Him. Upon 
their arrival at Sinai, Moses went up the mountain to God (Exodus 
19) and spoke with him. God instructed him to tell the people not so 
much as to touch the mountain — and if anyone were to touch it, that 
person must be stoned to death. Then Moses descended from the 
mountain to tell the people they were to sanctify themselves for the 
coming theophany. Then on the third day “ there were pecds of 
thunder and lightning and a heavy cloud over the mountain, and a 
very loud trumpet blast, so that cdl the people in the camp 
trembled.... Mount Sinai was cdl wrapped in smoke, for the Lord 
came down upon it in fire. The smoke rose from it as though from a 
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furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. The trumpet 
blast grew louder and louder, while Moses was speaking and God 
answering him with thunder ” (19:16-19). This is described as if it is 
historical fact. The God of earth and heaven is making himself 
known to his people. The people were to keep at a distance — 
reminiscent of Moses’ own initial meeting with God at the Burning 
Bush. On that occasion he was told to come no nearer, for it was 
holy ground. Then God gave his commandments to the people. We 
read that “ when the people witnessed the thunder and lightening, the 
trumpet blast and the mountain smoking, they all feared and 
tremblecF (20:18). Or let us take another scene a few centuries later. 
Elijah is in confrontation with the four hundred prophets of Baal. He 
challenges them to get their god to consume the sacrifice. Nothing 
happens. Then with a brief prayer to Yahweh, fire from heaven 
descends and consumes Elijah’s sacrifice. Powerful indeed! 

But the greatest act of divine power in the history of salvation 
was the Incarnation. The infinite God, the One who is not just a 
being, but pure Being without limit, took a human nature. A new¬ 
born babe, held in the arms of his mother, was the God of Sinai, the 
God who consumed by fire from heaven the sacrifice of Elijah. 
Humanly he was helpless and utterly dependent. How could this be? 
Of course, man cannot understand it, but the Church in her 
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proclamation and preaching of the doctrine of the Incarnation 
distinguished between Person and Nature, both in reference to the 
Trinity and in reference to the Incarnation. God’s nature — which is 
his being — is one, but he is three distinct Persons. The Second 
Person took to himself a human nature, while retaining his divine 
nature. That is to say, the Second Person of the Trinity, true God, 
became man while in his person being divine. But now, the point 
here is that in his humanity, the incarnate God became as all men are, 
excepting sin. Sin never could touch him, though he could be 
approached from external sources by temptation. Satan could 
approach him and try to persuade him to follow a path different from 
that which was divinely willed — as did on one occasion his ardent 
disciple, Simon Peter. The glory of God become man was veiled. 
His humanity was necessarily limited, and his divinity was not 
immediately beheld. His path and his work too, inasmuch as it was 
the path and the work of a man, veiled to a point the infinite power of 
the Person who thus worked. It was only gradually that he let his 
glory be seen. Thus it is that when John the Baptist’s disciples told 
him of the work of Jesus of Nazareth, John was puzzled. It did not 
sound like the mighty Messiah he had expected and announced to the 
people. It seems that John had formed his impression on certain 
prophecies, but perhaps not as much on others. In any case, he 
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needed confirmation. So he sent his disciples to plainly ask his holy 
relative if he was the One long predicted or not. Are you the 
Messiah, after all? Christ in answer assured John that he was, and 
pointed to what he was doing, suggestive of other prophecies (Luke 
7:18-23). 

All this is to say that, wonder of wonders, the awesome God of 
earth and heaven, Creator of all things seen and unseen, the Holy of 
holies, pure limitless Being, is now our Brother. We creatures now 
approach the living God through the humanity of Jesus Christ. There 
is now an extraordinary accessibility about God. He is so very 
accessible — almost, we could say, so very ordinary. He, the source 
of rapture in heaven, is day and night in all our churches in the 
Blessed Sacrament, silently awaiting our presence. He is the living 
God and is man, and, we might say, humbler still. He abides in our 
midst as the living Head of the body of which we are the members. 
Let us approach him, then, but with a lively faith in him, eyes wide 
open to who it is we are thus approaching. 

-- 
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Thursday of the third week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O Lord, are 

close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I have known of your 
decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Unworthy servants that we are, O Lord, grieved by the guilt 
of our deeds, we pray that you may gladden us by the saving advent 
of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 54: 1-10; Psalm 30: 2 & 4, 5-6, ll-12a, 13b; 

Luke 7: 24-30; 

And when the messengers of John had departed, Jesus began to 
speak to the people about John. What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? No? Then what did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who go 
in for fine clothes and live luxuriously are to be found at court! Then 
what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: 7 will send my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. ’ / 
tell you, among those born of women there is no-one greater than 
John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than 
he. All the people, even the tax collectors, who heard him, 
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acknowledged God’s plan as right by accepting John ’s baptism. But 
the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves, because they had not been baptized by John. (Luke 7: 
24-30) 

The Kingdom Though it seems that John the Baptist had 
been raised in Judea and in the wilderness, and had conducted his 
prophetic ministry mainly in Judea, he travelled into Galilee to 
confront Herod Antipas at court over his public marital situation. 
This happened perhaps soon after our Lord’s baptism. His words 
before Herod struck home devastatingly, for Herodias hated him and 
Herod imprisoned him (Luke 3:20). Yet Antipas suddenly began 
hearing of yet another prophet and this time in his own territory of 
Galilee — and a prophet of greater renown than the one he now had 
under lock and key. In chapter 4 of Luke, Christ returns “in the 
power of the Spirit to Galilee'' (vs. 14) and taught in their 
synagogues, including that of Nazareth. The events and teachings of 
Christ in the chapters (5, 6 and 7) following John’s arrest are situated 
in Galilee. However, our Lord’s fame was extending beyond Galilee 
to Judea, Jerusalem, and the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, from which 
parts people came to him (Luke 6:17). The point is repeated in the 
following chapter. The word spread “ throughout Judea and through 
all the region round about” (7:17) that “a great prophet had arisen ” 
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and that God had visited his people (7:16). Whatever of the fame of 
John, there was talk of Jesus up and down the country from Galilee 
to Judea and beyond. Jesus was quickly surpassing his holy and 
famed predecessor. Word of all this reached John by means of his 
disciples, and he sent two of them to ask our Lord plainly what he 
was about. Was he the Messiah, or not? Despite the fame, what John 
was hearing was not what he expected. He had announced the 
coming of “one mightier than /,” who will “ baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire'' and who will “ purge the floor” and “burn the chaff 
with unquenchable fire” (Luke 3:16-17). Further, he had identified 
Jesus as the One. It looks as if John was expecting a much more 
dramatic divine judgment and a putting down of evil and evildoers. 
He may not have adverted to other prophecies which Christ in his 
ministry was fulfilling. 

In any case, the arrival of John’s messengers prompted our 
Lord to speak of John and of the Kingdom he himself was 
announcing. There was a difference — John had called on the 
people to repent, for the Messiah was imminent. But Jesus himself 
was the very Blessing that had been promised. John could be 
regarded as a prophet of the Old Testament, but greater than them all 
for he brought to the present moment all they had been predicting. 
He spoke of the Messiah and actually identified him. Jesus was the 
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Messiah-King himself and he was establishing God’s Kingdom. Our 
Lord in his words following the departure of John’s messengers, 
brings out the difference between what John stood for and what he 
himself was offering. Christ had the highest praise for John, 
indicating that John was one of the greatest saints. If Mary the 
mother of Christ is incomparable in holiness among the children of 
men, and if Joseph the husband of Mary must be counted the greatest 
of saints after her because of his ineffable intimacy with Jesus his 
foster-son all those years at Nazareth (and with the all-holy Mary, his 
wife), John the Baptist too must be reckoned very great indeed. The 
Angel had declared he would be “great in the sight of God” and 
“filled with the Holy Spirit even in his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:32). 
As a youth he had been strong in spirit, and the hand of the Lord had 
been with him. Here, though, Jesus Christ puts his seal on the fact of 
John’s holiness. He was “much more than a prophet.” He was the 
fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachi, the messenger of God 
preparing the way for the Messiah. There was no greater born of 
woman than John — a statement not to be taken literally, of course, 
but one that drove home to his audience how very pleasing in the 
sight of God John was. He was a magnificent specimen of the Old 
Testament, a tribute to all which that dispensation could do for man. 
But it could not be compared with what was now on offer. “The 
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least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” What Jesus now 
offered eclipsed all that had come in preparation for it. Just as Jesus 
surpassed John, so did the dispensation he was bringing surpass that 
which was represented by John. 

Let us appreciate Jesus Christ and his revelation, together with 
all that he has done for us! It exceeds all that has ever been seen in 
the history of the world, including the best of whatever has come to 
pass, and the best of God’s prophets. As St Paul writes, eye has not 
seen nor ear heard all that God has in store for those who love him. 
All this is found in the person of Jesus Christ, in whom, as St Paul 
writes, is to be found every heavenly blessing. Let it not pass us by, 
then! 
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Friday of the third week in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending with 
splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will bestow on them 
eternal life. 

Collect May your grace, almighty God, always go before us and 
follow after, so that we, who await with heartfelt desire the coming 
of your Only Begotten Son, may receive your help both now and in 
the life to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 56: 1-3.6-8; Psalm 67: 2-3, 5, 7-8; 

John 5: 33-36; 

Jesus said to the Jews, You have sent to John and he has 
testified to the truth. Not that / accept human testimony; but l 
mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and 
gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. I have 
testimony weightier than that of John. For the very works that the 
Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testify that the 
Father has sent me. (John 5: 33-36) 

Disposition In today’s Gospel our Lord speaks of testimony 
to his person. I remember watching an interview on television with a 
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prominent Australian politician. He was asked if he were a Christian 
— the meaning of the question being, was he a Christian by 
conviction? The politician correctly began by saying that, well, the 
critical thing is the acceptance of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
He did not accept this, and so he would have to describe himself as a 
fellow-traveller with Christianity. He did not enlarge on why he did 
not accept the apostolic testimony that Jesus Christ had risen from 
the dead. I suspect that it was not due to any careful analysis by him 
of the testimony of witnesses as reported in the New Testament, but 
due primarily to his judgment that the whole thing it was totally 
unlikely, indeed preposterous. The Resurrection was antecedently 
most improbable, and this estimate of what was likely would have 
been due to his experience of life, to the general principles which 
governed his life, and to his lack of interest. That is to say, because 
of his own general position on things, including God and Christ, he 
would have been persuaded of the total implausibility of the 
Resurrection, even prior to any question of evidence. This raises the 
question of motives and evidence of religious belief. While one man 
reads the Gospels and believes Christ’s testimony about himself, 
another reads and disbelieves, or remains agnostic. For instance, our 
Gospel passage today is taken from the Gospel of St John. In the 
first chapter of that Gospel we read that John the Baptist pointed to 
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Jesus and said to two of his disciples, “ There is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!" Thereupon those two disciples 
followed Jesus, stayed with him that day, and the next day came 
away convinced disciples. On the basis of the testimony of John, 
they expected Jesus to be all that John had said he was. The 
antecedent probability was overwhelming. Having met him for 
themselves they knew it to be the fact. In fact, they did not need 
miracles, nor any further testimony, even though the issue was 
momentous. 

Our Lord refers to the testimony he has received, and he refers 
to it in order "that you may be saved." The testimony of John helps a 
person be convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, and so helps towards 
faith in him. Then he continues, "John was a lamp that burned and 
gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. I have 
testimony weightier than that of John. For the very works that the 
Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testify that the 
Father has sent me" (John 5:33-36). The prophets and the 
prophecies bear witness to him, though the precise sense in which 
their prophecies tell is manifested by the event, which is to say by the 
person and life of Jesus Christ. Our Lord says that his own works 
also bear witness to him, and by this we ought surely mean not only 
his miracles but the holiness of his life. Can any of you convict me of 
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sin? he asked his opponents. I always do what pleases him , he said. 
My food is to do the will of the one who sent me, and to finish his 
work (John 4:34). In fact, he says that this is a weightier testimony 
than that of John — or, any of the prophets, we might add. “7 have 
testimony weightier than that of John. For the very works that the 
Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testify that the 
Father has sent me ” (John 5:33-36). Now, this point is very 
important. We contemplate Jesus in the Gospels and come to know 
him by his words and works recorded therein. It is our increasing 
knowledge of the person of Jesus which will tell most strongly on us, 
in terms of belief. Generally, it is the person who approaches Jesus 
Christ with the dispositions of the first disciples, who gains firm faith 
in him. Their dispositions were such that they were truly open to 
him, expecting that he would be the one John had said he was. The 
Church testifies to Jesus, and in this acts as a kind of parallel to John. 
She testifies to the world that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. The one who approaches Jesus Christ 
with the (perhaps unconscious) attitude that this is unlikely will have 
real difficulty attaining to faith. 

All this is to say that we need to be good soil if we are to 
receive the seed of the word of God and bear fruit. But how can we 
be good soil? To a considerable extent, it is a question of our 
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dispositions, and the complex of attitudes and opinions that result in 
what we take to be likely. On this will turn the perceived value of 
testimony and proof, and its effect with respect to conviction. We 
ought pray to God to give us the right starting points in life, to form 
our dispositions and attitudes so that the signs he gives us of his will 
and the summonses to faith that he issues will strike our hearts and 
bring forth fruits of faith and holiness. 

-- 
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December 17 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 49: 13 Rejoice, O heavens, and exult, O 
earth, for our Lord will come to show mercy to his poor. 

Collect O God, Creator and Redeemer of human nature, who willed 
that your Word should take flesh in an ever-virgin womb, look with 
favour on our prayers, that your Only Begotten Son, having taken to 
himself our humanity, may be pleased to grant us a share in his 
divinity. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm72:l-4ab, 7-8, 17; 

Matthew 1:1-17 

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the 
son of Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of 
Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah the father 
of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of 
Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father 
ofObed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse 
the father of KingDavid. David was the father of Solomon, whose 
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mother had been Uriah ’s wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, Asa the 
father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram 
the father of Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father 
of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of 
Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the 
exile to Babylon. After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father 
of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father 
of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, 
Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father 
of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthau, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 
Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, 
fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the 
exile to the Christ. (Matthew 1:1-17) 

Providence in the ordinary There are several things that 
come to mind as we read St Matthew’s account of our Lord’s 
ancestry, beginning from Abraham. To begin with, St Matthew 
makes it clear that Christ was a Hebrew. In the fullness of time, God 
the Son, a divine Person from all eternity, became man. He was not 
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born a Roman, or a Greek. He was not bom of any one of a number 
of possible races. He was born a Hebrew, a direct descendant of 
Abraham to whom had been given the promise that through him — 
Abraham — all the nations would be blessed. Christ was that 
blessing that had come to the nations. That is to say, Matthew’s 
genealogy gives us a sense of the providence of God in history. God 
was guiding the affairs of his chosen people to bring about the great 
Result. Consider the providence of God. Christ’s birth occurred in 
the fullness of time and was the goal of the sacred history 
encapsulated in Matthew’s genealogy. Consider too the 
unimaginable number of circumstances involved in this long period 
from Abraham to the birth of Jesus. What might help us to 
appreciate this is the thought of the circumstances that combine to 
bring about a meeting between two spouses, their marriage and the 
conception and birth of their offspring. Each of us can easily realize 
that due to this or that circumstance our parents may never have even 
met, in which case we, who were born of our parents, would not now 
exist. Due to this or that circumstance that was in no way necessary, 
our parents met, married, and we now have the life we enjoy. So, 
that each of us exists at all we can attribute to the mighty, discrete 
and gentle providence of God. The thought of the countless 
circumstances involved in this should help us appreciate the 
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immensity of the providence of God in human history. That is to 
say, the providence of God involved in bringing about one human 
life helps us appreciate the working out of God’s plan over at least 
seventeen hundred years of countless circumstances from Abraham 
to Jesus. The genealogy of Jesus Christ according to St Matthew 
expresses this mighty plan of God. From Abraham to Christ, God’s 
Providence was bringing his Blessing to the world. 

The thought of the Providence of God as present in the 
genealogy of Christ ought also to give each of us a great hope that 
the providence and care of God will bring us, with all our 
ordinariness, to the knowledge, the love and the service of Christ. 
God will help us. The genealogy of Matthew (Matthew 1:1-17) 
illustrates this. Let us notice how ordinary was so much of the story 
contained in that genealogy. There were some saints and there were 
many sinners. There were some extraordinary events but most of it 
was ordinary. God was reaching his goals through and within 
the ups and downs of ordinary life from generation to generation. 
There were plenty of downs, plenty of reversals, plenty of sorrows, 
plenty of unforeseen turns of events. Consider one such event. The 
great king David had for his great grandmother Ruth, originally a 
pagan. She happened to remain with her mother-in-law when she 
chose to return to Israel. Ruth was a good though ordinary pagan 
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woman and came from Moab to Bethlehem. She was an ancestor of 
Christ the Redeemer of the world. God was working through and in 
ordinary events and persons to fulfil his divine plan. Is this not so 
very consoling? Not only is there a providence which is present and 
working in our life, but though our life be very ordinary, though we 
be limited and flawed, though there be many ups and downs in our 
life, many advances and perhaps even more reversals, the power of 
God is greater than the ordinariness of our life. It is precisely in and 
through the ordinary that God will do his work in and through us. 
What we need to do is ensure that our ordinary life be at his disposal. 
We should aim every day to place in his hands all the ordinary things 
we are called to do. In all the ordinary duties that make up our life it 
is God whom we should be serving. There was a grandeur in the 
story that Matthew represents in his genealogy. By the grace of God 
something of that grandeur can be present in our ordinary life too. 
Let us make of the ordinary life God calls us to live something grand. 

Our ordinary life will be grand if in everything we do we are 
striving to love and serve God. Day by day we ought to be starting 
again and again with the sole intention of doing the will of God as it 
is present in the duties before us. The greatest persons in the long 
story of Christ’s genealogy are two that are mentioned at the end: 
Mary and her husband Joseph. They lived humble and hidden lives, 
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very ordinary lives, but given over to one thing: doing the will of 
God in the fulfilment of their everyday work and duties. Let us take 
them as our model in following Christ. 

-- 
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December 18 

Entrance Antiphon Christ our King is coming, he is the Lamb 
foretold by John. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are weighed 
down from of old by slavery beneath the yoke of sin, may be set free 
by the newness of the long-awaited Nativity of your Only Begotten 
Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 

Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want 
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through 
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the prophet: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel — which means, God with us. When 
Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her 
before she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
(Matthew 1:18-25) 

Joseph There are two great accounts of the birth and infancy 
of Jesus: that of Matthew and that of Luke. Each has its own details 
and each its own perspective. That of Luke is the longer and it gives 
us more of Mary’s perspective, with Joseph, of course, playing his 
part. The account of the birth of Jesus according to Matthew is the 
one before us today, and Joseph is the main protagonist in our 
passage. We ought to be grateful that each evangelist took his own 
line and gave us these differing perspectives, because it means that 
we are able to contemplate the birth and infancy of Christ with either 
Mary or Joseph, depending on the account we choose to use. So 
today let us think of Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus Christ and 
spouse of Mary his mother. The principal object of our prayerful 
contemplation is the person of Jesus Christ, whose birth this opening 
chapter of the Gospel narrates. St Matthew simply mentions in 
passing, as if understood by all, that before Mary and Joseph came to 
live together as husband and wife, Mary was found to be with child 
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by the Holy Spirit. No detailed account is given by Matthew of this 
miraculous conception of Christ except to state clearly that it was the 
work of God the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ had a mother but no 
earthly father. God himself, in miraculous fashion, effected his 
conception in the womb of the Virgin Mary. While Luke tells us the 
circumstances of this, Matthew merely states the fact in passing. 
While Luke tells us that Mary was full of grace and that the Lord was 
with her, Matthew chooses to speak of the goodness of Joseph her 
intended spouse. He is a just man, a man of honour. The 
information is sparse because the focus is on the coming Child, but it 
is enough for us to gain an impression, and that impression will be 
meditated on by the Church during the millennia to come. Joseph is 
holy, and the Church will come to sense that his holiness, while 
hidden and humble, is very great indeed for he is the husband of 
Mary, and the foster-father of the Child. 

If God had prepared for his divine Son a mother so holy and so 
full of grace, we may presume — and the Church has presumed — 
that he also prepared Joseph in an exceptional way. The brief word 
of Matthew that Joseph was just should be understood as laden with 
significance. We see the deeply religious character of Joseph 
unfolding in the events of our Gospel passage (Matthew 1:18-25). 
Joseph was profoundly uncertain for he had no idea of the true origin 
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of the newly conceived Child. He felt perplexed before God and 
resolved to act with the utmost sensitivity and discreetness. There is 
no thought of vindicating his own rights and honour. He is humble 
and charitable and the servant of God withal, doing his very best with 
the light he is granted. But then God intervenes, sending his angel 
who enlightens him in a dream as to the true facts of the case. 
Somehow it is made utterly apparent to Joseph that what he sees and 
hears in his dream is no mere dream but the most real of 
communications from God himself. God has manifested his will and 
has apprised Joseph of the origin of the Child and his divine mission. 
Joseph understands that Mary his betrothed is the mother of the 
Messiah himself. The Messiah has Mary for his mother and God 
himself has brought about his conception in her. He will save his 
people from their sins. Joseph rises up and acts in obedience to the 
divine command. His action parallels that of Mary who responds to 
the Angel Gabriel with the words, I am the Lord’s servant. Be it 
done unto me according to your will. Joseph and Mary are united in 
their readiness to do God’s will. How great must have been their 
intimacy during their married life! It was founded on their desire to 
know the will of God and to put it into practice, with Jesus at the 
centre. Not only is the simple obedience of Joseph a model for every 
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Christian, but his love for Mary the mother of Jesus is also a model 
for us. Jesus loved her and so did Joseph her spouse. 

The Gospels provide us with an exemplary model in Joseph. 
He is the husband of Mary, the foster-father of Jesus, and he is 
shown in our passage today as entirely given over to doing whatever 
God wanted. Let us emulate him in his humble service of God and in 
his love for Mary. She, by Christ’s donation, is our Mother in the 
order of grace. Joseph gives us the lead in his love for her, and in 
this he but reflects the love Jesus himself had for her. But she, of 
course, is our model in her love for Jesus and in her love for Joseph. 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph is the model for 
humanity for all time. 
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December 19 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 10: 37 He who is to come will come 
and will not delay, and now there will be no fear within our land, for 
he is our Saviour. 

Collect O God, who through the child-bearing of the holy Virgin 
graciously revealed the radiance of your glory to the world, grant, we 
pray, that we may venerate with integrity of faith the mystery of so 
wondrous an Incarnation and always celebrate it with due reverence. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 

Luke 1:5-25 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were 
upright in the sight of God, obserx’ing all the Lord’s commandments 
and regulations blamelessly. But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well on in years. Once 
when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 
before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And 
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when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled 
worshippers were praying outside. Then an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 
But the angel said to him: Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer 
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, 
and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many of 
the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he 
will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. Zechariah asked the angel, How can 1 be sure of this ? I am an 
old man and my wife is well on in years. The angel answered, I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and / have been sent to 
speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be 
silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you 
did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time. 
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering 
why he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not 
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speak to them. They realised he had seen a vision in the temple, for 
he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. When 
his time of sendee was completed, he returned home. After this his 
wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in 
seclusion. The Lord has done this for me, she said. In these days he 
has shown his favour and taken away my disgrace among the people. 
(Luke 1:5-25) 

Zechariah Our beautiful passage today is taken from the 
Gospel of St Luke and it is celebratory of the great personage of John 
the Baptist, who himself was, we might say, celebratory of the 
greatest of the great, Jesus Christ. The entire Gospel is a 
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ and every part of it 
serves to glorify him. What Luke narrates of John in our passage 
today (Luke 1:5-25) ought to be seen within that context. So let us 
contemplate this announcement by the angel Gabriel, which Luke 
undoubtedly learnt from the Virgin Mary during the years of the 
Church’s infancy following Pentecost. The scene opens with our 
gaze on two profoundly devout Hebrew spouses, the priest Zechariah 
and his wife Elizabeth, herself of priestly descent. Their life was 
given to the service of God and Luke adds, “ but they had no 
children ”. They were happy in their life for God. But there was this 
one great sadness that, despite their constant prayer, they were not 
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blessed with offspring. In this we are given a sense of their poverty 
before God. They loved him and served him and they experienced 
their poverty in what they had most desired. Within this scene of 
humble service of God, a service marked by poverty of spirit, a 
momentous intervention occurred. Zechariah was at his priestly duty 
which was his by lot, and lo! An angel of the Lord appeared to him at 
the very altar. It must have been a tremendous apparition conveying 
all the impression of a heavenly being, for Zechariah was gripped 
with fear. The angel had to reassure him not to be afraid. He had 
come with a message: his prayer for a child had been answered, and 
what a child it would be! So great was the favour to come that an 
angel had been sent, Gabriel no less. He was Gabriel of the 
Scriptures, the Gabriel whom Zechariah would have read about in the 
inspired writings and perhaps even prayed to. Their child would be 
great in the sight of the Lord, a very great prophet, another Elijah, 
who would prepare the people for God’s coming. 

There are many thoughts that this account suggests to us, 
beginning with the greatness of John. Luke would show the 
greatness of John later in his Gospel. Luke would have learnt of his 
greatness even if, as may have been the case, he had not known of 
John at the time of John’s ministry. Christ had expressed the utmost 
praise of John. But Luke tells us here that his greatness was 
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announced from heaven prior to his very conception. This angelic 
announcement was a manifestation of the power and the goodness of 
God. Let us revert to our earlier thought - this was announced to 
humble and obedient servants of God who were poor in spirit. God 
has a predilection for the poor in spirit, the lowly, the pure in heart. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were such. Yes, Zechariah failed in 
believing the angel’s message, but he accepted his punishment and 
continued in obedient service of God. He and his wife were 
excellent instances in Scripture of how God’s power works in human 
weakness. From their poverty they were lifted up by God to the 
dignity of being the parents of John, the forerunner of the Messiah. 
There is a lesson here for all the little ones of this world. Do not 
worry about your poverty and your lowliness in this or that respect. 
Just serve the Lord faithfully and in gladness. Pray to him for all 
your needs and trust in his power and mercy. If he does not grant the 
answer you are seeking at the time you seek it, trust him still. Trust 
him unfailingly and never lose heart, continuing to serve him in 
obedience and humility. He will answer in the way he knows to be 
best, if not in this life then marvellously in the next. Answer your 
prayer he will. We remember the words of St Thomas More in his 
letter to his daughter as he approached the day of the scaffold, 
bearing witness to the truth of Christ and his Church. “Though I lose 
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my head, I’ll come to no harm.” God will use our poverty. He will 
work in and through our humility and our ordinariness. He will 
bestow on our lives a true if hidden fruitfulness, just as he did for 
Elizabeth and Zechariah. 

Let us be content in the wisdom and the power of God. The 
impression we are given of Zechariah and Elizabeth is that their joy 
in life was to serve and love the Lord. They had their limitations and 
Zechariah failed in faith in this important instance. But they were 
pleasing in the sight of the Lord. Our truest joy is to serve the Lord 
in our ordinary and everyday duties. So much of life is frustrating 
and even bitter, and we have a hint of this in the disappointment of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth in having no child. But God is always near. 
So let us trust him and serve him, placing before him all our needs, 
knowing that his power is at work in human weakness. 

-- 
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December 20 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 11:1; 40:5; Lk 3:6 A branch shall sprout 
from the root of Jesse, and the glory of the Lord will fill the whole 
earth, and all flesh will see the salvation of God. 

Collect O God, eternal majesty, whose ineffable Word the 
immaculate Virgin received through the message of an Angel and so 
became the dwelling-place of divinity, filled with the light of the 
Holy Spirit, grant, we pray, that by her example we may in humility 
hold fast to your will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin ’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, Greetings, you who are highly favoured! 
The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to 
her, Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You 
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
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name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will 
never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel, since I am a 
virgin? The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be ccdled the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with 
God. I am the Ford’s servant, Mary answered. May it be to me as 
you have said. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary In our Gospel passage today the Holy Spirit, speaking 
to us in and through the words he inspired Luke to write, presents the 
Child and his mother for our contemplation and praise. The scene 
opens with the angel Gabriel once again being sent to make a 
momentous announcement - this time to Mary. He had already 
announced to Zechariah the birth of the forerunner and had wielded 
power over him as well, striking Zechariah dumb for his hesitation to 
believe. “7 am Gabriel ,” he had said in rebuke to Zechariah, “and 1 
stand in the presence of God." The angel Gabriel is one of the most 
prominent angels in the Old and New Testaments. He is chosen by 
God to act as his emissary for what might be counted as the greatest 
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of divine announcements prior to the coming of the Messiah: the 
announcement of the coming Incarnation. In our scene this great 
angelic person presents himself to Mary to declare God’s plan to her. 
He stands before her, courteously greeting her and offering her 
unfeigned praise. There is a difference between the tone of his words 
to Zechariah and that of his address to Mary. His greetings to Mary 
bespeak not only cordiality but deep respect, as to one who is above 
himself. She is most highly favoured. The Lord is with her, without 
any qualification. This heavenly being evoked some species of fear 
in her, for Gabriel immediately exhorted her not to be afraid. She 
had found favour with God. The entry of the angel on this occasion 
reminds us of the angelic world which serves God and us but it also 
reminds us of the honour God intends that there be paid to Mary. 
She is the mother of the Redeemer and the object of honour even by 
the angels. Let us then honour and love her as the Queen Mother, the 
mother of God the Son made man. An excellent devotional practice 
would be to repeat in our hearts all through life the words of the 
angel as he addressed Mary, and to do so together with the angel: 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you! (Luke 1:26-38) 

But the angel also and primarily speaks of the Child. Mary is 
told the good news of the Gospel. The Child is to be her son. He is 
to be the son of the Virgin Mary by the power and action of the Holy 
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Spirit. He will have no earthly father, demonstrating in vivid fashion 
that God is his sole Father. He will be thus the Son of the Most 
High. He will be great without any qualification, great not only in 
the sight of God (as will be John) but simply great, great as God is 
great. Islam has the cry that God is great! The angel Gabriel said that 
Jesus would be great. He will be great! He is the promised Messiah, 
the son of David and to him would be given the throne of his father 
David and his reign and his kingdom would never end. Such a 
kingdom is clearly God’s kingdom and it would be given to Jesus to 
lead, to establish and to bring to its final fulfilment. What a wonder 
this Child will be! But there is more. The angel stresses that the 
Child will be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb 
of the Virgin his mother, and will be the Son of the Most High. He 
will be the Holy One. We have here in its basic if veiled outlines the 
first formal announcement from heaven of the doctrines of the Holy 
Trinity and the Incarnation, and Mary is the first to receive it. The 
angel announced it to her, and the Holy Spirit — overshadowing her 
to effect the conception of the holy Child — undoubtedly gave her 
further understanding of the words of the angel. Mary would 
treasure these words and ponder on them in her heart. She knew 
exactly who her Child was from the very beginning, even though 
there was much that had not been revealed to her of the details of his 
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redemptive mission. This Child is the Man of the ages, the Saviour, 
the centre of the world, the linchpin, we might say, of the universe. 
All depends on him and all the longings of humanity hang in the 
balance of what he will do. The angel receives Mary’s obedient 
acquiescence. At this reply the Child is conceived and the great 
work of salvation begins. 

Let us remain in the room after the angel departs. There is the 
Virgin, the one blessed among women. Let us look ahead some nine 
months and there she is, holding her new-bom Child. We stand in 
admiration and praise. Let us look ahead thirty-three years, and there 
the Man Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, is hanging on the Cross 
redeeming the world, and she is nearby sharing in his sufferings. 
Now and forever more she is with him in heaven and, together with 
him as his mother and foremost disciple, she works to save us all. 
Let us place ourselves under her maternal care, for she is the Help of 
all Christians. 
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December 21 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 7:14; 8:10 The Lord and Ruler will be 
coming soon, and his name will called be Emmanuel, because he will 
be called God-with-us. 

Collect Hear in kindness, O Lord, the prayers of your people, that 
those who rejoice at the coming of your Only Begotten Son in our 
flesh may, when at last he comes in glory, gain the reward of eternal 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Song of Songs 2: 8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18; 

Psalm 33: 2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45 

At that time Mary rose up and went in haste to a town in the 
hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In 
a loud voice she exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why am I so favoured, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her 
will be accomplished! (Luke 1:39-45) 
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Holy Spirit The notable thing in this Gospel passage is the 
action of the Holy Spirit. It is not the only mention of the Holy Spirit 
in this first chapter of the Gospel of St Luke. The Angel informs 
Zechariah that his holy child “ will be filled with the Holy Spirit from 
his mother’s womb ” (Luke 1:15). The same Angel Gabriel informs 
Mary that “the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; hence, the holy offspring to be born 
will be called Son of God ” (1:35). At Mary’s consent, the Holy 
Spirit envelops her and the Child is conceived. At that, she leaves 
for her kinswoman Elizabeth, and at their meeting, the Angel’s 
prophecy to Zechariah is instantly fulfilled. The child in the womb 
of Elizabeth responds with sudden vigour (i.e., leaps) — at being 
“filled with the Holy Spirit ” — and Elizabeth herself too is “filled 
with the Holy Spirit ” (1:41). So at the advent of Mary, both 
Elizabeth and her unborn child are “filled with the Holy Spirit .” Thus 
moved from on high, Elizabeth cries out in a loud voice her 
proclamation of the surpassing excellence of the unborn Child and 
Mary his mother. It is, as it were, a loud announcement from heaven. 
It is the chapter’s first prophecy uttered under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. It is a proclamation by the mother of the precursor — 
perhaps even representing the unborn precursor — announcing the 
pre-eminent blessing that is the Messiah and his mother. 
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Acknowledging and accepting the inspired prophecy, Mary utters her 
canticle of praise in the Magnificat. Then comes the second 
prophecy of the chapter uttered under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. It is given out by Zechariah when, released from his 
dumbness, he is “ filled with the Holy Spirit ” (1:67) and pronounces 
his inspired words over the unborn John. From the first chapter of 
Luke’s Gospel, the Holy Spirit is active in the birth of the Messiah 
and his precursor, and in the lives of their parents. Elizabeth speaks 
as a prophetess and, moved by heaven, extols the Messiah and his 
mother. Zechariah speaks as a prophet and, moved by heaven, extols 
his son the Precursor. It is the work of the Holy Spirit, moving each 
to speak on behalf of heaven. 

Let us then contemplate the Holy Spirit, for Luke is fascinated 
by his Person and his action. He mentions the Holy Spirit at various 
times in his Gospel, and at various times in his account of the infant 
Church in his Acts of the Apostles. As has been already shown, he 
gives prominence to the Holy Spirit in the very first chapter of his 
Gospel. He also gives the Holy Spirit prominence in the very first 
sentences of the Acts of the Apostles. He tells us that Christ had 
chosen the Apostles “ through the Holy Spirit ’ (1:2), and Christ told 
them before he ascended into heaven that they were to await the 
“ Father’s promise.” Within a few days they would be “ baptized with 
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the Holy Spirit The birth of the Church occurs when the Holy Spirit 
comes at Pentecost. It is clear that the Person of the Holy Spirit is 
most dear to Luke, and he wishes his Gospel and the Acts to be, 
among other things, a vivid affirmation of the third divine Person. 
All who had some familiarity with the Scriptures written prior to 
Jesus Christ were familiar with the “spirit” of God. Though a 
Gentile convert, Luke doubtlessly had this familiarity, for the very 
expression, “Holy Spirit,” immediately conjured up the action of the 
“spirit of God” in various of the inspired books. But of course, there 
had been a real obscurity about God’s Spirit prior to Jesus Christ. It 
often seemed almost personal, but often seemed to be just the grace 
or action of God. There was, of course, no question of the Spirit of 
God being formally interpreted as a distinct divine Person prior to the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. In this, it was not unlike the messianic 
prophecies. The prophecies were there, but their correct 
interpretation was gained only in light of the event. When the 
Messiah was perceived by his disciples to be such, they understood 
the meaning of the Scriptures — with a lot of help from our Lord 
himself. The case was similar with respect to the Person of the Holy 
Spirit. Christ revealed the third divine Person, and the Church then 
understood that this divine Person was the one whose action was 
often spoken of in the inspired books. In the coming of Jesus Christ, 
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though, he was revealed with clarity, and from the very outset of the 
Gospel. 

Whatever of the dim and varied reference to the Spirit of God 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, from the outset of the Gospel of St Luke, 
He is an absolutely distinct Person in his own right. The Angel 
refers to the Holy Spirit as a Person when speaking to Zechariah and 
to Mary, and Luke refers to the Holy Spirit as a Person when 
speaking of the prophecies of Elizabeth and Zechariah. Come Holy 
Spirit! This should be our prayer! Just as he came upon Mary, upon 
John, upon Elizabeth and upon Zechariah, so he comes upon us at 
our baptism, at our confirmation, and in numerous other moments of 
our lives. Let us have the holy ambition to be led by him always. 

-- 
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December 22 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 24 (23):7 O gates, lift high your heads; grow 
higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king of glory! 

Collect O God, who, seeing the human race fallen into death, willed 
to redeem it by the coming of your Only Begotten Son, grant, we 
pray, that those who confess his Incarnation with humble fervour 
may merit his company as their Redeemer. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8; Luke 1:46-56 

Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
serx’ant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is his name. His 
mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those 
who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers 
from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the 
hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has 
helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham 
and his descendants for ever, even as he said to our fathers. Mary 
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stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned 
home. (Luke 1:46-56) 

Mary’s prayer When a person prays genuinely, that 

person’s soul is laid bare before God. In our Gospel passage today, 
Mary the mother of the Messiah speaks of God to her kinswoman 
Elizabeth and in doing so reflects her prayer, and so reveals her soul. 
In our text today we have a window to the soul of Mary. Elizabeth 
has told her that she is blessed among women, and that the fruit of 
her womb is blessed. Mary replies, giving glory to God and 
rejoicing in God as her Saviour. She rejoices in God’s greatness and 
glorifies him, teaching us to rejoice in God. God is not to be feared 
as one who menaces man, rather we ought exult in him because he 
wishes to save us. Mary is profoundly imbued with the Scriptures 
and all that they reveal about God. God is her Saviour. He looks 
with love on her in all her lowliness. He is mindful of the lowliness 
of his servant, whom she is. She is the humble servant of the Lord. 
We remember her reply to the angel Gabriel when he revealed the 
plan of God to her and explained how it would be done. Behold the 
servant of the Lord , she said. Be it done to me according to your 
word. She is the servant of the Lord. God is the Mighty One, the 
one who can do anything. He has done great things for her. Holy is 
his name. So God, in the prayer and thought of Mary, is mighty. He 
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is holy and he acts to save the lowly. Due to him, for the rest of 
human history she will be regarded as blessed, as the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. God is a God of mercy and his mercy is shown constantly, 
from generation to generation, to those who fear him. To those who 
do not fear him he shows himself to be mighty and irresistible. “ He 
has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those 
who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers 
from their thrones but has lifted up the humble'’’ (Luke 1:46-56). 
Mary’s prayer of praise uttered in response to Elizabeth’s praise of 
her is one of Scripture’s great descriptions of the God of revelation. 

Mary now is glorious in heaven in the company of her glorious 
Son. By the merits of her Son she shares in his glory, body and soul. 
She is the mother of God the Son made man, and by the gift of Christ 
during the last moments of his life on the Cross she is our mother 
also. Behold your mother, he said to John. Behold your son, he said 
to her. The Church regards that donation by Christ of one to the 
other as applying to each of us. Christ gave her to each of his 
disciples, and each of his disciples to her. So she is the Help of 
Christians, the foremost Christian who, in union with her Son, assists 
each of us by her intercession and example. Let us remember that 
we each of us, and mankind all together, need constant heavenly 
help. At times in history, Christian civilization has faced grave 
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threats and the mother of God has been appealed to by the Church. 
One such instance was the immense threat coming from a militant 
Islam in the sixteenth century. The Church appealed to Mary and the 
Islamic forces were conquered at Lepanto. The Church saw this 
victory as very much due to the intercession of Mary Help of 
Christians. When we look at the prayer of Mary in today’s Gospel 
text, we see that she was very aware that God is a God who can grant 
great victories in times of peril. “ He has brought down rulers from 
their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry 
with good things but has sent the rich away empty.’’'’ She may have 
been thinking of the great invasion of Sennacherib, and the promise 
of Isaiah that God would send him packing, which he did. God has 
been the help of the lowly in the face of overwhelming threats, and 
so he is now. Mary is the principal intercessor after Christ our High 
Priest, and she intercedes as one who shares in his priesthood as do 
all of Christ’s faithful. But she shares in it in super-eminent fashion 
because of her exalted holiness. She can help us in our needs. Let us 
then ask her, holy Mary, mother of God, to pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. 

Mary, ordinary woman, humble virgin, unnoticed at the time, 
immersed in the ordinary duties of an ordinary life, was the mother 
of the Redeemer, our God and brother. She is now our mother, and 
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as Queen Mother is at the side of her divine Son on whom she 
depends for everything in the order of nature and of grace. Let us 
contemplate her often, and make her prayer, the prayer of our Gospel 
scene today, our own. 
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December 23 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9:5; Ps 72 (71): 17 A child shall be born 
for us, and he will be called God, the Almighty; every tribe of the 
earth shall be blest in him. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, as we see how the Nativity of 
your Son according to the flesh draws near, we pray that to us, your 
unworthy servants, mercy may flow from your Word, who chose to 
become flesh of the Virgin Mary and establish among us his 
dwelling, Jesus Christ our Lord. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8-10 and 14; 

Luke 1:57-66 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth 
to a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had 
shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, No! He 
is to be called John. They said to her, There is no-one among your 
relatives who has that name. Then they made signs to his father, to 
find out what he would like to name the child. He asked for a writing 
tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, His name is John. 
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Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and 
he began to speak, praising God. The neighbours were all filled with 
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking 
about all these things. Everyone who heard this wondered about it, 
asking, What then is this child going to be? For the Lord’s hand was 
with him. (Luke 1:57-66) 

Life’s work In his book A Grammar of Assent John Henry 
Newman describes the religion of the day in the England of his time. 
He considered that by and large the religion of England consisted in 
a belief in the Providence of God — meaning a belief that the hand 
of God was at work in the course of the world. Apart from 
identifying this positive feature in the religious life of the English 
people of his time he was, I think, meaning to suggest that a great 
deal of positive dogmatic belief had drained away from the belief 
system of so many Englishmen. People were down to a belief in 
Providence. The diminution of dogmatic belief has continued since 
his day, which was the nineteenth century, and it has come to affect 
even the acceptance of a divine Providence. Many people scarcely 
believe in anything. Recently I was in a large university library and 
the attendant (who was very helpful to me) told me that he was 
Polish. I assumed that he was Catholic, and probably a practising 
Catholic. But no. He explained to me that his religious belief had 
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gone. Many factors combine to undermine the beliefs of people, 
including their belief in the Providence of God. I suspect that the 
hardships of life play a large part. Be all that as it may, let that 
thought serve as an introduction to our Gospel passage today in 
which the hand of God is mentioned. The events portrayed showed 
the action of God in the life of the infant John who would become 
the great Baptizer, the forerunner of Christ. The Providence of God 
was at work. Elizabeth spoke and indicated, to the surprise of the 
relatives, that the child would be called John. Then Zechariah, still 
dumb as punishment for his hesitation to believe the angel, indicated 
that his name would be John. His tongue was loosed and he spoke 
(Luke 1:57-66). God was present and active, indicating his will and 
also the special destiny of the child. The people sensed this and were 
filled with awe. What will this child turn out to be, they asked. And 
the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Just as the Lord’s hand was with John, so the Lord’s hand is 
with each of us. In John’s case it was in view of a great mission. He 
was to announce the imminence of the Messiah and indeed to 
indicate who he was. Our Lord would appeal to the testimony of 
John against his enemies, the leaders of the people. John’s mission 
was great. But let us remember that our Lord said that the least in 
the Kingdom of God is greater than he. Our Lord is not meaning that 
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the least in the Kingdom is greater in moral stature and sanctity than 
John, but that membership in his Kingdom is of itself a greater thing 
than being part of that dispensation of which John was the principal 
prophet. John had a divine calling. So too does every disciple of 
Christ, everyone who has been baptized into him. Every baptized 
Christian not only has an exalted status and calling because he is in 
Christ, but a very particular Providence is present and active in his 
life. If the hand of the Lord was with John, the same hand of the 
Lord is with each of us who are in Christ. The mission is different, 
John’s personal sanctity may well be much greater, but there is no 
doubting the presence and action of God’s Providence in the life of 
each and every baptized Christian. Moreover, the same question 
may be asked of each Christian, What will he turn out to bel That is 
the practical question. Will he turn out well, a good and generous 
disciple of Christ, adhering to and practising what has been revealed 
by God in Christ? Christ chose the Twelve. Undoubtedly he too 
asked, what will each turn out to be? Judas turned out very, very 
badly. The others turned out very well. We are chosen from all 
eternity, from before the world began, as St Paul writes. We are 
chosen in Christ to be holy and full of love in the sight of God. This 
vocation is confirmed and sealed at the instant of our baptism. What 
will this child turn out to be? That was the question for each of us, 
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and the hand of the Lord is with us to complete the great work. Let 
us not disappoint God. 

Life is a great work. We have something of immense 
significance to build, and that is our moral character and the 
perfection of love in our hearts. Our daily effort, sustained by grace, 
is central to the building. It will be the means of personal 
sanctification and the sanctification and good of others. The hand of 
the Lord will be with us as we resume and sustain our work in life 
every day. John brought it to a glorious conclusion, bearing witness 
to the truth of Christ to the end. Let us follow suit. 

-- 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 45:8 Drop down dew from above, you 
heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Saviour. 

Collect Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our 
hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was 
made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and 
Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps. 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her 
and said, Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you. 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, 
you have found favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 
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his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his 
kingdom will never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel, since I am 
a virgin ? The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born 
will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have 
a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth 
month. For nothing is impossible with God. I am the Lord’s servant, Mary 
answered. May it be to me as you have said. Then the angel left her. 
(Luke 1:26-38) 

Jesus is divine One of the foremost religious minds of England 
during the nineteenth century was John Henry Newman, the 
acknowledged leader of the Oxford Movement. For three or four 
years prior to the beginning of the Oxford Movement in 1833, he had 
a close friendship with another member of Oriel College, Blanco 
White. Blanco White was a former Catholic priest from Spain who 
hated the Catholic Church and who, prior to his admission as a 
Fellow of Oriel College at Oxford, had attacked the Catholic Church 
in his writings. The story of Blanco White’s life was not only the 
story of his falling away from the priesthood and the Catholic 
Church, but more fundamentally it was a falling away from the 
orthodox doctrine about Christ. Over the years of his life he came to 
believe that Christ was not God. Not only was there one only God 
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but there was only one divine person. He died in May 1841 a 
Unitarian, thinking that Christ was no more than a holy prophet. He 
was certainly not divine. This is what the Moslem believes, and I 
presume it is as much as some Jews might accept. With the rise of 
secularism in what has been the Christian West, religious scepticism 
has become common and with it the common denial of Christ’s 
divinity. But the more widespread phenomenon is not so much the 
denial of, but rather an indifference to, this doctrine. The doctrine of 
Christ’s divinity should make all the difference to life, but so many 
simply do not give it any thought. They do not care. Life is lived as 
if God did not exist and as if Christ were just an historical figure and 
little more. I also suspect that if many such people were to suddenly 
understand what the doctrine of Christ’s divinity really means, they 
would reject it as untrue. It has always been the defining doctrine of 
the Christian religion. While in the early Church many Gnostic sects 
denied the humanity of Christ, the usual denial has been that of his 
divinity. It is obvious that Jesus was a man. It requires faith, and it 
is a very reasonable faith, to accept that he is God. Not only does the 
New Testament teach this, but it was taught by Council after Council 
in the early centuries of the Church in response to heresies. It is the 
basic Christian dogma. A person cannot be counted as a Christian if 
he denies that Christ is God. 
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In our Gospel passage today (Luke 1:26-38) the angel Gabriel 
announces to Mary the plan of God. She is to be the mother of the 
Messiah, and he will be no mere prophet, no mere king or priest. 
Nor will he be simply the very greatest of these. He, the Holy One, 
will be the Son of the Most High. He will be conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Mary his mother is being given a clear intimation 
of the doctrine that the one God is in three divine persons, and that 
her son is the eternal Son of the eternal Father. He is not just some 
mixture of the human and the divine, part God and part man. No, he 
is truly and completely man, just as much as any one of us. Indeed, 
he is more fully man than any one of us because, being without sin, 
his humanity is in no way deformed, depraved or spoilt. At the same 
time, he is a divine person with, of course, his divine nature. He is 
the same divine person who from all eternity was generated by the 
Father. In his divine personhood he never began in time, but existed 
from all eternity just as the Father and the Holy Spirit were from all 
eternity. Each is the same one and only God. He, though, the second 
divine person, God from God and Light from Light, became man at a 
certain point in time. He took to himself a human nature, a full 
human nature, a human intellect, a human will, a human soul no less. 
As a result, in his divine self he could and did think, will, speak and 
act humanly while of course being able at will to act divinely. One 
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minute he was sound asleep in a terrible storm, tired out. There he 
was, physically exhausted. The next minute, having been roused by 
his disciples from sleep, he stood up and at a single word calmed the 
terrible storm. At will he could act as God, for he was not a human 
person but a divine person who took to himself a human nature. 
Because he is truly man he is truly our brother, and what a brother 
we have! Our brother is the Lord God our Redeemer, through whom 
all things were made. 

The danger for secular man is that he will be casual and off¬ 
hand about God his creator. He will be indifferent to the person of 
Christ and in particular to his divinity. He will find it hard to turn to 
Christ in prayer because he just doesn’t care very much about such a 
doctrine. This world is what matters, and indeed the world is 
assumed to be all that there is. The soul of such a person is in danger 
because we were made to know, love and serve God here on earth. 
Now, God is Jesus, just as God is the Father and just as God is the 
Holy Spirit. The man Jesus is God. Let us place ourselves in his 
presence every day and resolve to consider him as the Lord in every 
sense. Jesus Christ is Lord! As Thomas said to him after the 
resurrection: My Lord and my God! 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.464-469 
(Jesus, true God and true human person) 

-- 
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December 24 (Mass in the morning) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 4:4 Behold, when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent his Son into the world. 

Collect Come quickly, we pray. Lord Jesus, and do not delay, that 
those who trust in your compassion may find solace and relief in 
your coming. Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Sam 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; 

Luke 1:67-79 

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 
come and has redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as he said through 
his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable 
us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days. And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most 
High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness 
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of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the 
rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path 
of peace. (Luke 1:67-79) 

Zechariah’s prophecy Our Gospel passage today presents us 
with Zechariah’s first spoken response to what God had done in 
giving him and his wife Elizabeth their wonderful child. He had 
been told by the angel that his child would be a great prophet of the 
Lord, another Elijah who would go ahead, preparing a people for the 
Lord’s coming. Let us consider the teaching contained in 
Zechariah’s prayer of praise. Lirstly, let us notice the authority of 
this prayer. It is not an ordinary utterance Luke chooses to report. It 
is a prophecy. Zechariah spoke as one filled with the Holy Spirit. 
He prophesied. He acted in this moment as a prophet, as would, for 
instance, Simeon when he took the child Jesus into his arms in the 
Temple. So in this respect Zechariah’s words are of the same class 
as the other prophets of the Scriptures. We may choose to regard 
him as one of the minor prophets and his prophecy was about what 
God would do in and through his child. Just as John would prophesy 
about Jesus, here his father Zechariah was prophesying about him. 
The utterance from the mouth of Zechariah has the Holy Spirit for its 
author, and there must have been a notable grandeur in the manner of 
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his declaration. It must have been obvious that he was being inspired 
to speak as he did, for his prayer is quoted by Luke which implies 
that it had been vividly remembered. Secondly, the words Zechariah 
uses together with the content and character of his thought, portray 
one who is a man of the Old Testament. He thinks of the God of 
Israel, of his servant David and the holy prophets, and of “our father 
Abraham”. Zechariah is at the end of the Old Testament, at the very 
threshold of the New and is pointing to the New. His prophecy over 
his child ought be seen as being in the line of the prophets of the Old 
Testament, and is first and foremost a prophecy about God. The 
Lord whom he praises and blesses is the God of Israel. He is the 
God of Abraham, and of David and of the prophets, and he deals 
continuously with his people. 

We might even say that Zechariah’s prayer of praise gives an 
overview of the teaching of the Old Testament on God. God is the 
Saviour and the Redeemer of his people. He saves his people from 
those who hate them. He is the Rescuer of his people, and in this he 
remembers and honours the covenant he made with the fathers and in 
particular with Abraham. The purpose of this salvation is to enable 
his people to serve him in holiness and righteousness all their days. 
The holiness of his people is the purpose of his redeeming activity 
and this eminently points to the salvation that is coming. It will 
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serve the holiness of his people. Above and beyond all, God is a 
God of mercy. His saving action on behalf of his people was “ to 
show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the 
oath he swore to our father Abraham.” God is a God rich in mercy. 
Having spoken of God, Zechariah’s prophecy declares concerning 
the child. It is one of the few instances in the Scriptures of a prophet 
being foretold: the prophet being John his child, and the prediction 
concerning him is coming (under an inspiration of the Holy Spirit) 
from his father. It all adds to the enhancement of John as a prophet 
of the Most High. ‘ And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 
him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by 
which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those 
living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the path of peace” (Luke 1:67-79). That was Zechariah’s prophecy, 
and it describes John’s mission. He will prepare the way for the 
Lord. The people will come to know “ salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins ” (and not, say, through political liberation). 
It will all be due to the “ tender mercy of our Gocl.” 

Let us ponder on Zechariah and his prophecy. In a certain 
sense, it is a summary of the Old Testament especially as pointing to 
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the coming of the Messiah. John, the object of Zechariah’s 
prophecy, encapsulates in himself the Old Testament as preparing for 
the New, the New being Christ and his Kingdom. Let us pray for a 
profound appreciation of the person of Jesus Christ, the ultimate 
focus of our passage today. 
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The Season of 
Christmastide 
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Nativity of the Lord (Vigil Mass) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 16:6-7 Today you will know that the 
Lord will come, and he will save us, and in the morning you will see 
his glory. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year as we wait in hope for 
our redemption, grant that, just as we joyfully welcome your Only 
Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we may also merit to face him 
confidently when he comes again as our Judge. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want 
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are 
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to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will ccdl him Immanuel — which means, God with us. When 
Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her 
prior to her giving birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
(Matthew 1:18-25) 

The Redeemer In his master philosophical work, A 
Grammar of Assent , Newman points out that “the Jews gathered 
from those books (i.e. the Scriptures), that a great personage was to 
be bom of their stock, and to conquer the whole world and to become 
the instrument of extraordinary blessings to it; moreover, that he 
would make his appearance at a fixed date,..” (Image Book, p.340). 
“One man, bom of the chosen tribe, was the destined minister of 
blessing to the whole world” (p.343). He recalls that “the Jew 
Josephus, who was one of the Roman party, says that what 
encouraged them in the stand they made against the Romans was an 
‘ambiguous oracle, found in their sacred writings, that at that date 
some one of them from that country should rule the world’.” (p.344). 
The Messiah was widely expected to be a great ruler of the world, 
and “at that date.” Now, of course, the whole question was, what 
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kind of ruler would he be? When our Lord worked a miracle of 
feeding the multitudes on one occasion, the crowds wished to 
proclaim him king. It was this ambiguity that the religious leaders 
played upon when they delivered our Lord into the hands of Pilate. 
We have no king but Caesar, they shouted, demanding the execution 
of Jesus as a political rival to Caesar. Pilate asked Jesus if he were a 
king — and quickly saw that he had not the slightest design on a 
temporal rule. On the Vigil of Christmas we think of how the nature 
of Christ’s mission as Messiah was revealed before his very 
conception — and was revealed to Joseph, his foster-father, into 
whose Davidic line our Lord was born. Mary, Joseph’s betrothed, 
had conceived her Child by the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph was 
told the name of the Child: it was to be “Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins." His mission was to save, and to save 
from sin. Now, search the Scriptures for any precedent to this. 
There had been divine predictions of “a saviour” being born. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to the wife of Manoah and told her that 
she would conceive and bear a son who would begin the deliverance 
of Israel from the Philistines (Judges 13: 5). Samson was a “saviour” 
of his people, but there is no talk of deliverance from sin. 

This, in fact, is the grand news of the Gospel, that we have 
been delivered from sin. Our Saviour is Jesus Christ. He did not 
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come, in the first instance, to deliver us from temporal burdens — 
that will come in the fullness of time, God’s good time. What he 
came to do in the first instance was to save his people from their sins 
— and his people would be all the peoples of the earth, all those 
destined to receive the Blessing promised to Abraham (Genesis 12: 
3). As we think of the nations of the earth, their present fortunes and 
their past histories, we naturally think of them as disparate and 
separate entities. But in fact, God has revealed that they are all one 
in and under him. All the nations of the earth have one common 
Lord and King, and the purpose of history is that all be brought into 
his Kingdom. This happens when they acknowledge and accept him 
as their Lord, and endeavour to conduct life according to this truth. 
Jesus is the King, but he wishes all to acknowledge this so as to be 
open to his saving grace, that grace which takes away their sins and 
implants in their hearts the grace of a share in his holiness. Today, 
beginning with the Vigil of Christmas, we celebrate the arrival of the 
One who saves his people from their sins. He is the fulfilment of the 
Scriptures in the highest and best sense. He brings the greatest of 
Blessings, the best of gifts, and it is this which we must strive to 
celebrate on Christmas Day. It is the joy of all joys. But as we think 
of the path to liberation which was begun in the early hours of the 
first Christmas Day, let us think of the arduous character of that path. 
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This infant whom we celebrate, born to save his people from their 
sins, and to bring all into his people, was setting out on an 
undertaking of incalculable sorrow and difficulty. He would rule the 
world by being rejected. And so it is that as we rest our gaze on the 
infant in the manger, thinking of his cosmic mission, we think of 
what it would lead him to. It led to his violent rejection on the Cross. 
It is from there that he would reign, and from that wooden throne 
would pour out on the world blessings incalculable, blessings 
innumerable, blessings that would bear all men aloft into the bliss of 
heaven. 

Our Gospel for the Vigil of Christmas invites us to draw near 
to Joseph as he braces to care for the Mother of the Redeemer and 
her stupendous Child. He is to be their most intimate friend and 
guardian. No-one after Jesus himself has loved Mary our mother 
more than he, because while we are her spiritual children, he is her 
husband. No-one after Mary herself has loved Jesus our God and 
Redeemer more than he, because he was his foster-father and his 
daily intimate in family life and work. Let us go to Joseph, then! Let 
us ask him to pray that we have a deep and constant faith in our 
Redeemer, the one who has saved us from our sins. Let him be our 
heavenly protector. 
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Christmas Day (Mass at Midnight) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 2:7 The Lord said to me: You are my Son. It 
is I who have begotten you this day. Or: Let us all rejoice in the 
Lord, for our Saviour has been bom in the world. Today true peace 
has come down to us from heaven. 

Collect O God, who have made this most sacred night radiant with 
the splendour of the true light, grant, we pray, that we, who have 
known the mysteries of his light on earth, may also delight in his 
gladness in heaven. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96: 1-3, 11-13; 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first 
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And 
everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He 
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
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there was no room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 
to them, Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for cdl the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favour rests. (Luke 2:1-14) 

Incarnation One of the fundamental principles of all human 
thought, and therefore of philosophy too, is the principle of 
contradiction. Two statements that contradict one another in some 
respect cannot both be true in that same respect. This fundamental 
principle is important in respect to truth in religion. Apart from the 
anomaly of Western secularism, one of the most consistent features 
of human culture is that it is religious. It looks to powers that are 
beyond the merely physical, and it usually regards these powers as 
heavenly. Throughout history man has looked to these powers above 
for aid in his various needs. He regards himself as subject to these 
powers, and generally has the sense that if he refuses them 
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obedience, he will be punished. Now it is so very striking how little 
unanimity there is among the religions of mankind as to the nature of 
the powers above, how contrary are their teachings one to the other, 
and how sharply the religions of man diverge from Judaeo-Christian 
revelation. While, as the early Christian fathers recognized, seeds of 
revealed truth are present in (some of) the religions of man, the 
contrariety among religions alone suggests a great deal of religious 
error among them. There always have been so many contrary claims 
and beliefs in respect to the divine. Of himself man seems powerless 
to move beyond this state of religious confusion and error. St Paul 
says that this widespread religious error is fundamentally due to sin. 
The darkness of much of religious thought over the ages is due to the 
moral darkness stemming from original and personal sin. It is urgent 
that the light of truth be obtained because what is at stake is not only 
the possession of the truth, but salvation. Man can lose his way and 
can lose his soul. He needs to know the truth and he needs to know 
the way — the way to life. 

Into this broken and dimly lit world, into this world all askew 
from man’s own sin, into this dysfunctional human condition, God 
has entered as one of us. The great God on whom the universe 
depends moment by moment, has entered the stream of history as a 
member of the family of man. He has done so in order to fix the 
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problem at its root. The root cause of man’s darkness and tangled 
religious thought is sin. God took his place by our side, as our head, 
in order to attack sin at its root and share with us his divine life. 
Today we celebrate his entry into our midst. God became man and 
dwelt among us. Just consider. The tiny Babe in the arms of Mary 
his mother (Luke 2:1-14) is the great God through whom all things 
were made. There have been various denials of this in the history of 
the Church, and these heresies spawned further heresies. In the early 
fourth century the priest Arius in Alexandria denied that the man 
Jesus was God the Son. Jesus was at the most a kind of demi-urge or 
higher being, but certainly not the one and only God. Arius’s heresy 
caused great confusion and was only laid to rest when more than one 
Ecumenical council condemned him. But the heresy passed over to 
the conquering “barbarians” and was kept alive by them for a long 
time. So it has been ever since, the doctrine of the Incarnation has 
been denied in one form or another. It is the linchpin of the Christian 
faith. Jesus is a man, born at a certain date in history and at a certain 
spot. He was bom at Bethlehem of the Virgin Mary with Joseph her 
husband as his foster-father. This Child was God, God the Son made 
man. He grew up and redeemed the world by his Passion, Death and 
Resurrection, sending the Holy Spirit from heaven following his 
ascension to the right hand of his heavenly Father. This great work 
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of our redemption in Christ began in the stable of Bethlehem. Our 
hearts focus on Jesus in a special way today, just as his heart, his 
sacred heart, focuses constantly on each of us. 

Today let us contemplate the Christmas scene. The divine 
child is in the arms of his holy mother. She was conceived sinless by 
the future merits of the child she now holds. She remained sinless 
through life by the grace of the Holy Spirit, won for her and for all 
by her Son. He, the divine Son of the heavenly Father, is newly 
born a man in every respect like us except for sin. Next to him and 
to her is Mary’s husband, Joseph. He is now the protector of Mary 
and the Child, and will be so for the rest of his life in profound 
intimacy with them both. Let us cherish the doctrine of the 
Incarnation and allow it to nourish our love for Jesus Christ. 

-- 
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Nativity of the Lord (Mass at Dawn) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9:1, 5; Lk 1:33 Today a light will shine 
upon us, for the Lord is born for us; and he will be called Wondrous 
God, Prince of peace, Father of future ages: and his reign will be 
without end. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, as we are bathed in the 
new radiance of your incarnate Word, the light of faith, which 
illumines our minds, may also shine through in our deeds. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:11-12; Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12; 

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us. ” So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the 
message that had been told them about this child. All who heard it 
were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And 
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the 
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shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. (Luke 2:15-20) 

Mary At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke declares that many 
had drawn up a narrative of the events that had been “ delivered to 
us” by “the original eyewitnesses and ministers of the wordy Now, 
as far as I am aware, Luke is the only New Testament writer to tell us 
that “many” had authored narratives of the Gospel events. Our 
present four Gospels are, then, but a few accounts among many by 
the time of St Luke’s writing, even apart from the many apocryphal 
gospels after him. He does not give us details of them — say, what 
exactly they covered, and what was their usual length. Nor does 
Luke disparage these other narratives. They may or may not have 
been defective, but Luke chooses not to give a judgment on them. 
He simply says that “ inasmuch (or since)" others have written 
accounts, “it seemed good to me also ” to do the same. But then he 
states that he has “ followed closely cdl things from the beginning, 
both accurately and in order". It occurs to me that Luke may be 
implicitly contrasting his account with several others. His narrative 
will involve a close attention to all — all that is available to careful 
inquiry. It will start at the beginning and have respect for the 
sources. It will tell “all” the events that should be told (not leaving 
out significant elements), and it will do so accurately and in an 
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orderly manner. Perhaps other accounts were known to be 
inaccurate, lacking order in structure and sufficiency in facts. He 
will do this so that the reader (“Your Excellency, Theophilus”) “may 
see how reliable the instruction was that you received. ,, It was not 
meant to replace the Church’s instruction and to be read alone and by 
itself. It was to be a support for that instruction, and will show that it 
was entirely reliable. Neither of the other two synoptic Gospels 
takes care to begin this way — they just start their accounts. Luke, 
though, begins by telling his reader that what he has written can be 
entirely trusted. He really has done his homework and has sifted 
with care the facts of the case. Having said all this, he goes on to 
situate the events of each of the first three chapters within known 
historical regimes: that of Herod, that of Caesar Augustus, and that of 
Tiberius Caesar. 

Some may say, after all that - what a pity that Luke does not 
tell us at least some of his sources. Now, it is to be noticed that in his 
introduction (1:1-4), Luke states that he has closely traversed his 
whole subject “/ram the beginning .” This seems to suggest that Luke 
has taken a special pride in getting to “ the beginning’’'’ of Christ’s life 
and mission, including the divinely-arranged events leading to his 
conception and birth. While Matthew, an Apostle who knew Christ 
and his mother, has 48 verses on the conception and birth of the 
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Messiah (and nothing on the birth of John the Precursor), Luke, a 
gentile convert who (it seems) did not know Christ in the flesh, has 
132 verses on the subject, well over twice as much. It is a most 
distinctive feature of his Gospel — Mark and John have nothing to 
say of the infancy, and it may be remembered that John had the 
special care of Christ’s mother after Calvary. What was Luke’s 
source for this priceless and fulsome information about the 
conception and birth of both the Precursor and the Messiah himself, 
together with information about their youth? Inasmuch as the only 
surviving witness of the events was Mary the mother of Jesus, she 
must have been the “original eyewitness” source, in some sense. We 
do not know whether Luke himself interviewed her — he may well 
have, but even if he did not, he was satisfied that the facts he set 
down were from a totally reliable source, and they came ultimately 
from her. I suspect that, from the vividness of his detail and the 
sureness of his portrait of Mary, he himself spoke with her. But we 
do not know — he may have spoken at length with John or other 
sources very close to Mary some time after her death and 
Assumption. Luke does, I believe, give us a strong hint of Mary 
being the actual source in our Gospel passage today (Luke 2:15-20). 
Interrupting his narrative of the shepherds, Luke tells us that “Mary 
kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.’’'’ Not only is 
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Mary, mother of Christ and of Christ’s faithful, the earliest witness of 
the Good News, but she is our model. She teaches us all to keep all 
these things — all of them — in our hearts, treasuring them and 
reflecting on their significance for our salvation. 

On Christmas day we ought to contemplate the birth of the 
Redeemer, his coming among us as our God and our Saviour, 
together with Mary his mother. Let us take our place beside her, and 
prayerfully ponder the events of Christ’s coming, just as she did, and 
adopting her perspective. Let us accept them as she did. When the 
shepherds came telling of the Angels and their message, she accepted 
their account in faith, pondering on it in her heart. Let us do the 
same with the entire Gospel, listening in faith to the witness and 
teaching of the Church in the spirit of Mary. Let her be our mother 
and our model in all that pertains to faith in the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 
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Nativity of the Lord (Mass during the Day) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9:5 A child is born for us, and a son is 

given to us; his scepter of power rests upon his shoulder, and his 
name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 

Collect O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human 
nature and still more wonderfully restored it, grant, we pray, that we 
may share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in 
our humanity. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-6; 

Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through 
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 
The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not know him. He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the power to become 
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children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1- 
5,9-14) 

God and man Albert Einstein, one of the greatest physicists 
in the history of the discipline and himself a Jew, had the highest 
respect for Jesus of Nazareth. He rejected all talk of the Gospels 
being anything other than historical and factual. Mahatma Gandhi, 
the great-souled icon of non-violent revolutions and of the liberty of 
peoples, also had a high regard for Jesus of Nazareth. Neither 
became Christians. They did not receive what the Christian calls the 
gift of faith. I once saw a television interview with a leading 
American scientist of the time and he was asked why he did not 
become a Christian. He said that it was because he had not received 
the gift of faith. The Christian religion claims to be divinely 
revealed, and part of that divine revelation is that faith in Jesus of 
Nazareth is a gift from God. Though this gift is readily given by 
God, it is beyond the capacity of fallen human nature to acquire this 
faith by itself. One reason for this is that fundamental to the 
Christian religion is the dogma that the man Jesus is God. The great 
God became man, and that man was and is Jesus. This astounding 
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religious tenet is utterly beyond the mind of man to understand and it 
goes immeasurably beyond anything his eyes can see. Of himself he 
will not be able to work out the full reality that is behind what he 
sees. What is seen in Jesus of Nazareth is a man. When Jesus told 
the leaders of the people that Abraham rejoiced to see his day, they 
replied, you are not yet fifty, and you have seen Abraham ? Our Lord 
replied, l say to you most solemnly, even before Abraham came to be, 
I AM. The man they beheld standing before them, so evidently 
human in every way, was claiming to be Yahweh God who revealed 
himself to Abraham, Moses and the Prophets, the One who IS and 
who had chosen his people and established his great covenant with 
them. The Creator and Bridegroom of Israel stood before them as a 
man. Such was the claim of Jesus. This revelation was rejected by 
many and has been rejected by many ever since. Christ died bearing 
witness to this truth that he is the redeeming Messiah and above all 
the Son of the living God. 

On Christmas Day we place ourselves in the presence of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph in the cave at Bethlehem. Jesus is in the arms of 
Mary his mother, with Joseph her husband standing by as the holy 
and humble protector of the holy family. That helpless child in the 
arms of his mother is the great God. How are we to conceive of this? 
It would appear to be a contradiction. God is pure personal Being. 
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There is nothing in him that limits his being. How could we talk of 
the Divine Being becoming one who was limited as a man is limited? 
The Church has put it this way. There is one divine Being, God, and 
this divine Being is three divine Persons, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Each of these Persons is the one divine Being. This itself, of 
course, we cannot understand. But then the second divine Person 
while retaining his divine nature as God, took to himself a human 
nature and so became man. So while the Father and the Holy Spirit 
existed in their divine nature as God, the Son now existed not only in 
his divine nature as God but in his human nature as man. The child 
in his mother’s arms was a divine Person in two distinct natures, one 
divine the other human. We have a human nature. Jesus as man 
shared our human nature, but he, divine person as he is, also 
possessed (or rather is) — in the first instance — his own divine 
nature. So the mystery of the man Jesus being God is presented in 
terms of a divine Person taking to himself in time a human nature, 
while of course not in any way forgoing his divine nature. As man 
he is fully and perfectly human, composed of rational soul and body, 
while being fully and perfectly God just as the Father is God and the 
Holy Spirit is God. As man he is like us in all things but sin. He is 
begotten from the Father before all ages in respect to his divinity, and 
born of Mary his mother in respect to his humanity. This lowly child 
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is the wonder of the universe, and even more so as he hung upon the 
cross at Calvary. God had come among us to save us from sin. On 
Christmas Day we are invited to contemplate with gratitude and 
praise the Incarnation (John 1:1-5, 9-14). 

We have a great deal to celebrate today and it is well that 
Christmas Day is a day of celebration throughout the world. But the 
tragedy is that all too often Christ is forgotten amid the celebrations. 
Let us today bring Christ right back into the heart of the whole of our 
celebration. Let us make him the reason why we are happy and why 
we come together as families, as the Church and as a society. Let us 
also resolve to bring Christ our God and our Saviour into the heart of 
daily life and into the entire year ahead of us. 

-- 
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Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, Joseph 

Sunday in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2:16 The shepherds went in haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 

Collect O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of 
the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may imitate them in 
practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity, and 
so, in the joy of your house, delight one day in eternal rewards. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 3:2-6,12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128:1-5; 

Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

When the time of their purification according to the Law of 
Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord. When Joseph and Mary had done 
everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee 
to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon 
him. (Luke 2:22, 39-40) 
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Holy Family It is surely agreed by all that one’s family 
should be one of the most important realities in one’s life. If in any 
particular case this is not so, then all would understand that there is 
something deficient there. People long to have a good family life 
and where this is so it provides some of the greatest joys in life. But 
sadly, all too often this is not so. As the years proceed, tensions and 
difficulties can not only remain but increase, and as the children 
grow up and disperse, perhaps the situation is gradually accepted 
with regret. Perhaps it is felt that nothing much can be done to 
redress and remedy the problem. But how they wish it were 
otherwise! Family life is profoundly rooted in the nature of man and 
is deeply connected with his earthly happiness. Inasmuch as God is 
the author of nature, the fact that nature bespeaks the importance of 
the family shows that he wills that family life be a central contributor 
to human happiness. Well now, let us notice this. At the dawn of 
history, God created Adam and then gave to him Eve, his wife. That 
is to say he gave man family life which would be a principal source 
of his happiness. But what happened? Together the man and his wife 
turned away from God and thus sin entered the world, and with sin 
death. Out of the family life which God brought into the world to 
give to man his happiness came untold suffering flowing from 
deliberate sin. Ever since then, which is to say from the dawn of 
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human history, family life has remained the source of man’s deepest 
joys and at the same time the source of man’s greatest sorrows. The 
spark of the divine imprint has remained in the family but the terrible 
presence of man’s sin and its results has also remained. So the cry 
arises from the heart of broken man: If only family life could be made 
new l If only there could be regained what had come from the hand of 
God at the beginning! If only something of this could appear on the 
earth, be manifested, and then shared with mankind! The good news 
is that this has indeed happened. 

God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, not 
to condemn the world for its sin, but to save it and to give to it life 
everlasting. This gift of grace and eternal life is intended by God to 
make man new and his family life new. The hope of mankind for a 
profound renewal and for a release from the bondage of sin has been 
answered in the coming and in the mission of Christ. At the heart of 
God’s answer to sin is his gift of grace to the family. God the Son in 
becoming man was born into a family. That family, so humble, so 
lowly, so hidden, so very ordinary, so immersed in the humdrum of 
life common to the vast family of man, was filled with grace and free 
of sin. At its centre was the holy child, the holy youth, the holy 
young man, Jesus Christ (Luke 2:22, 39-40). He, the fount of divine 
life and grace, was the heart of this holy family. In him was the 
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fullness of God himself, God the Son made man. His mother Mary 
was, as the Angel had addressed her, full of grace. The Lord was 
with her without qualification. She was preserved free of sin from 
the instant of her very conception, and this by the power of grace 
won for her by her future son. And how holy must have been her 
spouse, Joseph the foster-father of the Christ-child! We have in that 
holy family the sparkling jewel of mankind, a great pearl hidden in 
the field. We must do all we can to gain that pearl, bringing Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph into our life. Jesus is the Lord of lords and King of 
kings. Mary is his mother, and Joseph is his foster-father. Both are 
now with Jesus in heaven. The inspiration of this holy family 
remains with the Church and all her members till the end of time and 
is celebrated every year. How the heart of our Lord must have been 
interwoven with theirs and how his happiness must have been 
nourished by the life of his holy family! As he hung on the cross, 
Mary his mother was with him to the end. His own family was a 
deep support. 

Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. Out of this family came the Redeemer of the world and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to mankind. It is the model family, the perfect 
family. There has been in history a perfect family. That family was 
the family of Jesus Christ — himself the son, Mary his earthly 
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mother and Joseph her spouse and his foster-father. Grace filled the 
life of that family. The same grace has come to each of the baptized, 
enabling each to aspire to a family life of holiness involving the 
conquest of sin. Let us then resolve to contemplate the Holy Family 
a great deal, to live by the grace that reigned in them, and to make 
our way gradually to holiness in Christ especially in our family life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 529 
(Presentation of the Child Jesus in the temple), 2214-2233 (Duties of 
the members of the family; the family and the Kingdom) 

-- 
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Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 3: 16 God so loved the world that he gave his 

Only Begotten Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal life. 

Collect Almighty and invisible God, who dispersed the darkness of 
this world by the coming of your light, look, we pray, with serene 
countenance upon us, that we may acclaim with fitting praise the 
greatness of the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:1-3, 5b-6; Luke 2:22-35 

When the time of their purification according to the Law of 
Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took the child Jesus to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord), and 
to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: a pair of doves or two young pigeons. Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he 
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went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight 
of cdl people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel. The child’s father and mother marvelled at what 
was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the 
thoughts of many hearts will be revecded. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too. (Luke 2:22-35) 

The Cross On one occasion during his public ministry our 
Lord turned to his disciples and said to them, How blessed the eyes 
that see what you see, for prophets and kings have longed to see 
what you see and never saw it! He was saying that he himself was 
the long awaited Object of the Old Testament and its prophecies. 
The elderly Simeon who features in our Gospel scene today and who, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, went into the temple courts, was an 
example of those of the Old Testament our Lord referred to. 
Consider his holy life. Bom many decades before our scene today, 
he grew up faithful to his calling as a child of Israel. He was 
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profoundly united to Yahweh and he longed for the Messiah, and it 
had been revealed to him that this longing would be granted. He is in 
the line of the prophets (such as Deutero-Isaiah and Daniel) pointing 
to the Messiah. In a real sense he is a forerunner of the Messiah in 
the way John the Baptist was a forerunner. John announced the 
arrival of the Messiah and pointed him out. Some thirty years 
before, another minor prophet before him had done the same. This 
prophet was the Simeon, and his prophecy ought be situated among 
the Messianic prophecies (there is a theory that our Simeon may be 
the Simeon who was the son of the Rabbi Hillel, in which case he 
may not have been elderly). He was led by the Holy Spirit into the 
temple courts. The Holy Spirit was upon him. He sought out the 
Child, approached his mother and her husband Joseph, took the Child 
into his arms and prophesied over him. This Child, he said, 
addressing God in the presence of Mary and Joseph, is “ your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel .” He 
is the salvation which God has prepared for all. He will be the light 
of the world, Gentiles and Israel alike. He will bring God’s 
revelation to them and will be the glory of his people. Mary and 
Joseph separately had been told by the angel that the Child was the 
Messiah, the Saviour. Simeon was now confirming this. 
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But Simeon’s prophecy was more explicit still. He reveals the 
main outlines of the Child’s redeeming course. “This child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revecded. And a sword will pierce your own soul too ” (Luke 
2:22-35). The Child will suffer. It is interesting to compare the 
prophecy of Simeon with that of John thirty years later. John pointed 
out Jesus as the Messiah and announced that he would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit and as the Lamb of God would take away the sin of 
the world. The image of the Lamb may suggest the paschal Lamb, 
but its connection with suffering and ultimately the cross is at the 
least not explicit. If John had a paschal lamb in mind it may merely 
have involved the thought of a great deliverance, for the paschal 
Lamb commemorated a great past deliverance. Who knows! But 
there is little explicit evidence that John had been granted a sense of 
the overwhelming suffering, rejection and humiliation that would 
mark the Messiah’s path. Indeed, when our Lord was into his 
ministry, he received a message from John asking if indeed he was 
the Messiah. It looks as if John expected a very different path for the 
Messiah to be taking. But years before this, Simeon had predicted 
the path of suffering and rejection. He told Mary and Joseph that the 
Child “ will be spoken against .” He will be a sign of contradiction. 
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So great will be the suffering and hostility that — prophesying now 
of Mary herself — “a sword will pierce your own soul too.'’’’ That is 
to say, when the time comes, the sight of her Son’s rejection and 
suffering will be for her a living death in her spirit. Simeon’s 
prophecy added to the words of the angel and the inspired words of 
Elizabeth. Simeon blessed both Mary and Joseph, and undoubtedly 
his prayer for them fortified their spirit amid the joy and the 
foreboding which, because of his solemn words, came upon them. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene and look forward to the 
Child’s public ministry, his call of his disciples, the appointment of 
the Apostles with Peter at their head, his teaching, his witness unto 
death, his passion and death and resurrection, his ascension and the 
launch of the Church his body. Let us take our stand with him and 
hear his call, if anyone wishes to be a follower of mine, let him take 
up his cross daily and follow after me. The path predicted by 
Simeon is the path of every one of Christ’s disciples, to a great or 
lesser extent. Let us then resolve to follow him. 

-- 


- 212 - 





Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 18: 14-15 When a profound silence covered 

all things and night was in the middle of its course, your all-powerful 
Word, O Lord, bounded from heaven's royal throne. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the newness of the 
Nativity in the flesh of your Only Begotten Son may set us free, for 
ancient servitude holds us bound beneath the yoke of sin. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-10; Luke 2:36-40 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter ofPhanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped night and day, 
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she 
gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When Joseph and 
Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child 
grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of 
God was upon him. (Luke 2:36-40) 
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Anna Luke’s account of the infancy of Jesus situates him in 
the midst of some holy persons whose moral perception, powerfully 
assisted by the action of the Holy Spirit, enables them to understand 
the identity and greatness of the Child Jesus. The Child has been 
brought to the Temple by Mary and Joseph. Simeon, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, has come to the couple and taken the Child into his arms 
and prophesied over him and over his mother. Now there appears a 
new personage, the elderly prophetess Anna. Simeon had spoken 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit and so at that moment had 
acted as a prophet. But Anna is explicitly referred to by Luke as a 
prophetess, implying that she had at various times spoken under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit and was characteristically led by the 
Spirit of God. She is led by the Spirit to come upon them at this 
point, the point at which Simeon had just finished speaking of the 
Child in his arms, and she too recognized in the Child the One who 
had been promised. She recognized in him the Redeemer, and she 
gave thanks to God for his arrival, and spoke of him to those who 
looked forward to the redemption of Israel. Those who heard her 
testimony were also looking forward to God’s saving action. It 
implies that there were in fact many holy persons in Israel, and the 
Providence of God connected some of them to Christ during the days 
following his birth. Today we think of Anna. All her long life she 
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had loved and served God. Presumably in her mid-teens she had 
married and after seven years was left a widow. She was now in her 
mid-eighties, a most advanced age for the times, and, given over to 
God, was living constantly in the Temple. Perhaps the parents of 
Mary had known her well (and Simeon too), and had introduced their 
holy child (i.e., Mary) to her. Simeon and Anna, Zachary and 
Elizabeth, each of whom had prophesied of the Child, all exemplify 
the holiness of the Old Testament at its best. 

Yes indeed, we have in Anna a wonderful exemplification of 
the Old Testament, the dispensation prior to and preparing for that 
which would come in Christ. In Anna we have a truly holy person, 
possessed of and led by the Spirit of God. As a beautiful 
embodiment of the Old Testament, she was led by the Spirit of God 
to the Child Jesus and exulted in his presence. Her bearing witness 
to him before others who longed for the redemption of Israel 
illustrates the purpose of the Old Testament. It points to Jesus and 
Jesus is its fulfilment. Another would do the same. I refer to John 
the Baptist. While Simeon and Anna bore witness to Jesus, John had 
done so even before his birth. At Mary’s arrival, Luke tells us that 
John leapt within the womb of Elizabeth his mother, and she herself 
in the Spirit then spoke of Mary and her Child. Thirty years later, the 
same John, the last and greatest of the prophets, spoke of Jesus. We 
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could say that he, his own parents and Simeon and Anna, all of 
whom spoke of Jesus, together made up a magnificent embodiment 
of the Old Testament and as such pointed to Jesus. But let us who 
have been baptized into Christ remember a further point. Our Lord 
said that no one born of woman had been greater than John the 
Baptist but that the least in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than 
he. That is to say, great as was what God had done in the Old 
Testament prior to the coming of Jesus, much greater still was what 
he would do in Jesus. Great as were the gifts bestowed on the 
children of Israel, greater still are those bestowed on those who are in 
Christ. The Child in whom Anna exulted and about whom she spoke 
to those awaiting God’s salvation was the bearer of tremendous 
blessings for those to come. We are the beneficiaries of those 
blessings. The great blessing is the gift of the Holy Spirit, conferred 
on us by Jesus. Blessed are the eyes that see what you see, our Lord 
told his disciples. We are blessed because we have the greatest of 
blessings, the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. In him, as St Paul 
writes, is found every heavenly blessing. This is what Anna bore 
witness to in our Gospel scene today (Luke 2:36-40). 

As we think of Anna coming upon the Child Jesus and 
rejoicing in the wonder of him, let us share in that rejoicing. Let us 
ask God for a deep sense of the grandeur and unique treasure that is 
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the person of Jesus. He came to give us life, life in abundance, as he 
said on one occasion. That life is none other than himself. Union 


with him gives a share in that life. It is God’s life, eternal life, and it 
is just what the world is hungering for. Christ is the answer to the 
need of man, and our Gospel scene today reminds us of this. 

-- 


- 217 - 





Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas 


Entrance Antiphon Is 9:5 A child is bom for us, and a son is given 
to us; his scepter of power rests upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called Messenger of great counsel. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the Nativity of your Son 
established the beginning and fulfilment of all religion, grant, we 
pray, that we may be numbered among those who belong to him, in 
whom is the fullness of human salvation. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2: 18-21; Psalm 96:1-2, 11-13; John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through 
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as 
a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the 
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world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet 
to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the power to become children of God — children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He 
cries out, saying, This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before me. ’ From the fulness of 
his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who 
is at the Father’s side, has made him known. (John 1:1-18) 

The Word In a way altogether distinct from the other three 
Gospels, St John begins his account of the life and teaching of Jesus 
Christ with a grand prologue. He situates the person of Jesus within 
the Trinity at “the beginning”. Whatever the reader chooses to 
imagine as “the beginning”, the Word was there and he was with 
God. That is to say, the “beginning” means from all eternity. In the 
Book of Genesis both at the beginning of creation and from all 
eternity prior to it, there was God. God was already there. The 
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creation of the world is explained as the result of the will and word 
of God. But he, the Creator , was simply there. At whatever point in 
the past the reader of the inspired text wishes to begin or imagine, 
God was there. So, God was, God is, and God ever will be. St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters that before the world began, God chose us 
in Christ to be full of love in his sight. Again, God is simply a given. 
He was and ever is. A similar perspective is adopted at the 
beginning of John’s Gospel. Yet now there is an altogether new 
revelation expanding the old. As has been said, Another was with 
God in the beginning. He, the Word, was with God in the beginning. 
He was with God, and at the same time he was God. As is well 
known, in English translation there is not preserved the subtlety of 
the Greek sentence that makes these solemn assertions. In Greek, 
“theos ” means God, and John writes that the Word was with “ton 
theon ” — the accusative of “ho theos ” which contains the definite 
article. We might translate it as “the” God, meaning “ the one and 
only ” God. So the Word was with the one and only God. At the 
same time the Word was “theos” (without the article), indicating that 
the Word was God — divine. So while there is the one and only God 
(one divine being, one divine nature), there is a distinction of 
persons. The Word was God but he was not the Person of “ho 
theos,” the Father. Christ is identified as the Word (of God), with 
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God from all eternity, and himself divine. As the Gospel will reveal, 
God is one being, but three persons: the Father, his Son the Word, 
and the Spirit of them both. It may be remembered that this divine 
revelation was made when the resources of Greek philosophical 
thought were available and which would eventually enable a clearer 
technical understanding and expression of the distinction between 
nature and person. This would be used in the Nicene Creed. 

The grand scene unfolds (John 1:1-18). It is through his divine 
Word — the divine Expression, Utterance and Image of God — that 
God creates everything. Through his Word everything came to be 
and in him was life, and that life was the light of men. An amazing 
thing was about to occur. The Word of God in whom was life and 
light was coming into the world. The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us. St John is stating this as sober fact, a fact that was seen, 
observed, heard and touched. We saw his glory, he writes, the glory 
of the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. No 
other event in the story of the world can compare with it. The 
Creator of the universe became man and dwelt among men. He lived 
in a certain place, spoke a certain language, lived a certain life in a 
certain way. God walked the earth as a real man. He came among us 
for a definite purpose. It was to save the entire world from sin by 
taking on himself the sin of the world and expiating for it himself. 
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He did this for you and for me, for every single man and woman who 
has ever lived and who will live. As St Paul writes, Christ loved me 
and gave himself up for me. He was the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. But, mystery of mysteries, he came 
among his own, and many of his own would not accept him. He bore 
witness to his person and his mission. Many did not accept him and 
this witness and rejection involved his sacrificial death. He willingly 
and obediently embraced this rejection as being the divine plan, but 
to those who did accept him in faith he gave the power to be God’s 
children , sharing the divine life. He, Jesus Christ, is the gift of God 
to the world. In him is found every heavenly blessing, the. fullness of 
the Godhead bodily, all grace and all truth. Salvation is found in him 
and in him alone. He is the only way to the Father. He is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. The Church points and directs all to him, for 
he is the Saviour of the world. As Peter said before the Sanhedrin in 
the Acts of the Apostles, there is no other name by which men may 
be saved. If anyone reaches heaven, whatever be his religion or 
belief, it has only been through the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

The prologue of St John’s Gospel presents us with the mystery 
of the one and only God who is Father and Son, and as the rest of the 
Gospel will show, the Holy Spirit also. The Word became flesh by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and it is by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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that we are made adopted children of God. It is by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit too, that we are able to believe in the name of Jesus. 
May I recommend an excellent prayer and gesture we could daily 
repeat. It is the sign of the cross: “In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit /” 
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Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (January 1) 

Entrance Antiphon Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, 

who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

Or: 

Cf. Is 9:1, 5; Lk 1:33 Today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord 
is born for us; and he will be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, 
Father of future ages: and his reign will be without end. 

Collect O God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary 
bestowed on the human race the grace of eternal salvation, grant, we 
pray, that we may experience the intercession of her, through whom 
we were found worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Numbers 6: 22-27; Psalm 66; 

Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 16-21 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread 
the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 
cdl who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds scud to them. 
But Mary treasured up cdl these things and pondered them in her 
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heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was 
named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been 
conceived. (Luke 2:16-21) 

Mother Mary January 1 is celebrated in the civil year as 
the start of a new year, but it is celebrated by the Church as part of 
the Octave of Christmas. More specifically, the Church celebrates it 
as the Solemnity of Mary under the title of the Mother of God. This 
is Mary’s greatest and most fundamental title and has been 
celebrated as such since the Church’s early centuries. The Church 
decreed that Mary is to be considered as such in order to stress that 
Jesus is both truly man and truly God. He is man, yes, as fully and 
totally man as if he were never God. At the same time, he is God, as 
fully and totally God as if he were never man. Therefore when he 
was conceived of the Virgin Mary she became the mother of God, 
God the Son made man. At times people have thought that what is 
being claimed is that in some sense Mary is herself divine because 
she is the mother of One who is divine. After all, when our Lord 
spoke of God as his own Father, the Jews picked up stones to stone 
him because, in speaking of God as his own Father he was making 
himself equal to God. He was claiming to be divine. So, it is 
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thought, to say that Mary is the Mother of God is to say that she is 
divine. But no. To deny that Mary is the mother of God the Son 
made man, and therefore is the mother of God would be to deny the 
Incarnation. By the power of the Holy Spirit God truly became man. 
God the Son was truly conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 
The Holy Spirit did not, as it were, merely place the incarnate foetus 
in the womb of Mary who was fundamentally not, then, her child. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit God formed and implanted in her the 
seed and she received it as mother, and thus was the Incarnation 
effected. Her DNA entered into the entire human constitution of 
God the Son made man and we may suppose that as a result, the holy 
Child was profoundly similar in very many human characteristics to 
his blessed mother. After all, there was no human father and he, God 
made man, was absolutely her son. 

Thus is the Virgin Mary, full of grace and blessed among 
women, truly the Mother of God, not begetting him in his divinity, of 
course, but begetting him in his humanity. He was from all eternity 
the only-begotten Son of the Father, God from God and Light from 
Light, true God from true God. In and through him all things were 
made and thus he was the divine Creator of his blessed mother, 
sustaining her constantly in being. All through her life he poured 
into her holy soul a constant stream of divine grace. At the same 
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time, she was his mother. She was not the mother merely of his 
human Self, as it were, while not being the mother of his divine Self. 
There was only one Self in Jesus, and that Self was divine. His 
divine Self assumed a human nature - with human mind, will, soul 
and all else - and so he truly acquired a human mother. This human 
mother, this Virgin who was totally and only human, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit became the mother of the Man who was, is, and ever 
will be God. As the Church has ever taught by an exercise of her 
highest authority, the Virgin Mary is thus the Mother of God — God 
made man. Her dignity is thus beyond compare. No other creature 
can compare with her in dignity. She is the Queen Mother. She is 
mother of the King of kings and Lord of lords, of him who is man, 
but before and above all, of him who is God. The Church on January 
1 wishes to place this great dogma before the faithful at the very start 
of every year, above all to exalt the great truth of the Incarnation and 
also to exalt Mary as the help of Christians. She is the first and 
greatest Christian and she helps us by her powerful intercession and 
her example. In our Gospel scene today (Luke 2:16-21) we are 
placed in the ordinariness and lowliness of the scene at Bethlehem. 
In that humble and obscure setting there was, in the sight of God, a 
most dazzling splendour. God the Son made man, the Child of the 
nations, lies in the arms of his most holy mother. By her side is her 
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holy husband Joseph, the foster-father of the Child. We are there 
too. Let us plant ourselves in the midst of that holy family and never 
depart from it. 

Let us place ourselves by the side of our heavenly mother who 
is the mother of God the Son made man. Mary is not, of course, the 
mother of the Father because the Father did not become man. Nor, 
of course, is she the mother of the Holy Spirit because he did not 
become man. The only-begotten Son did become man and therefore 
Mary is his mother. She is thus the Mother of God and, by the gift of 
Christ, she is our heavenly mother and model of the Christian 
life, helping us to love and follow him closely. Let us entrust 
ourselves to her motherly care. 
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Second Sunday after Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 18:14-15 When a profound silence covered 
all things and night was in the middle of its course, your all-powerful 
Word, O Lord, bounded from heaven's royal throne. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, splendour of faithful souls, 
graciously be pleased to fill the world with your glory, and show 
yourself to all peoples by the radiance of your light. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 24: 1-4.12-16; Psalm 147; 

Ephesians 1: 3-6.15-18; John 1: 1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was 
life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. There came a man who was sent from 
God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that 
light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light 
to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though 
the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all 
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who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the power to 
become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies 
concerning him. Fie cries out, saying, This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me. ’ From the 
fullness of his grace we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
No-one has ever seen God, but God the only Son, who is at the Father’s 
side, has made him known. (John 1:1-18) 

Glory to him One of the principal themes in the Old 
Testament is the manifestation, the preservation, and the vindication 
of the glory of the Lord. The Lord God is a Lord of glory, and all 
should acknowledge his glory. The first of the Ten Commandments 
is that his people have no other god than He. What is your name? 
Moses asked him at the Burning Bush. I am the one who is, was the 
answer, implying (amid many things) that he is the only one who 
truly exists without any qualification. It was when Moses took the 
people out of the land of slavery through the Red Sea that the people 
saw the glory of the Lord. In the desert, “ the whole Israelite 
community grumbled against Moses and Aaron ” — they had nothing 
to eat. God intervened and spoke to Moses, and at that Moses told 
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the people that “in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, as 
he heeds your grumbling against him ” (Exodus 16:7). Then the 
people turned toward the desert — and “lo, the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the cloud.” In the evening and in the morning they had 
their food. The most spectacular manifestation of the glory of the 
Lord was on the Mountain. After Moses had gone up, a “ cloud 
covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord settled upon Mount 
Sinai” and “to the Israelites the glory of the Lord was seen as a 
consuming fire on the mountaintop ” (Exodus 24: 16-17). Later, with 
the erection of the Meeting Tent, “the glory of the Lord filled the 
Dwelling ” (Exodus 40:34-35), and Moses could not enter because of 
it. This glory was seen by the people during their journey, for the 
cloud was seen over the Dwelling by day, and fire was seen in the 
cloud by night. At various points in the Book of Numbers — the 
scene still being the journey in the wilderness — the glory of the 
Lord is seen and referred to. In the first book of Chronicles, David 
appoints Asaph and his brethren to sing the praises of the Lord, and 
they sang, “ Glory to his holy name” (16:10), “Give to the Lord glory 
and praise ,” the “glory due to his name ” (16:28-29). Revealed 
religion exults in the glory of God. 

That is to say, to God is to be given the ultimate glory. Well 
now, in the opening statement of the Gospel of St John, the inspired 
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author speaks of the glory that he and those with him had seen. We 
have seen his glory , he writes, the glory of the Only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. The glory of the Lord God of Israel 
had been seen in his liberation of the people from slavery, in his 
preservation of them in the desert, in his manifestations on Mount 
Sinai and in his Tent when accompanying the people on their 
journey. It had been seen in various ways during the chequered 
history of the chosen people. But now the Only-begotten of the 
Father pitches his tent among us, and lets his glory be seen. The 
parallel with Exodus is clear — Yahweh God pitched his tent among 
his people, and let his glory be seen. The Only-begotten Word of the 
Father pitches his tent among us and lets his glory be seen. That 
glory is his fullness in grace and truth. The whole of the first 
chapter, and not merely the first eighteen verses of the Prologue, 
narrates the manifestation of this glory. John the Baptist sees the 
Spirit of God descend upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and declares 
to his disciples that this is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world. He will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John’s own 
disciples — at his encouragement — follow Jesus, meet him, stay 
with him, and go away speaking to their closest companions of him 
— he is the Messiah, the One of whom Moses and the prophets 
spoke. He is manifesting to them his glory as the One full of grace 
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and truth. Christ changes the water into the wine, and thus 
“manifested his glory, and his disciples believed in him’’’’ (2: 11). In 
Christ’s last great prayer before his Passion, he asks his Father to 
“glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” As he, the Son, 
has glorified him on earth, he asks now, “ Father glorify me at your 
side with the glory I had with you before the world began ” (17:1-5). 
Our Gospel today (John 1:1-18) is one in which the glory of Jesus 
Christ is powerfully acknowledged. It sounds the note of the Gospel. 
He is ‘ full of grace and truth,” the truth of God and the grace to live 
in him. 

St Ignatius Loyola coined a phrase which sums up the ideal of 
the fervent disciple of Jesus Christ: All for the greater glory of God! 
All that we do, say or think, ought be such that Jesus Christ will be 
honoured and glorified the more. A beautiful prayer that sums up 
this ideal is that which we pray every time we say the Rosary: Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forever! Let us make that 
our daily prayer. 
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January 2 before the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon A holy day has dawned upon us: Come, you 
nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has come down upon the 
earth. 

Collect Grant your people, O Lord, we pray, unshakable strength of 
faith, so that all who profess that your Only Begotten Son is with you 
for ever in your glory and was born of the Virgin Mary in a body 
truly like our own may be freed from present trials and given a place 
in abiding gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2: 22-28; Psalm 97; John 1: 19-28 

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem 
sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to 
confess, but confessed freely, I am not the Christ. They asked him, 
Then who are you? Are you Elijah? He said, I am not. Are you the 
Prophet? He answered, No. Finally they scud, Who are you? Give us 
an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself? John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 1 am the 
voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the 
Lord. ’ Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, Why 
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then do you baptise if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet? I baptise with water, John replied, but among you stands 
one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. This all happened at 
Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 
(John 1:19-28) 

John and Jesus There are various indications in the New 
Testament that point to the greatness of John the Baptist. In the Acts 
of the Apostles we read of how Paul and his travelling companions at 
various times came across groups of disciples of John. They were 
followers of John, whom they regarded as their master in the living 
of the revealed faith. They had not heard from him his testimony to 
Jesus as the Messiah. Apparently they had associated with him and 
been taught by him at times when John had not announced that Jesus 
was the one to come. We do, however, know that he revealed this to 
some of his disciples because the gospel of St John tells us so. 
Indeed, John encouraged them to follow Jesus. But the point here is 
that John’s greatness was acknowledged and accepted by great 
numbers, and long afterwards his disciples were still living according 
to his teaching. The very prologue of St John’s Gospel places John 
very high in the story of salvation. He is introduced at the sixth verse 
of the prologue, immediately after the description of the Word of 
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God who is the life and light of men. Furthermore, much of the first 
chapter of this Gospel is given over to the figure of John and his 
testimony. John came as a witness to speak for the light, and it is 
intriguing to notice how the author stresses that John was not the 
light, only a witness to speak for the light. It is as if John the Baptist 
was so great as a prophet that this had to be stated — for the sake of 
those who took him to be the light of their life. As mentioned earlier, 
it is clear (from, say, the Acts of the Apostles) that some had done 
this. Perhaps John the Baptist had had such a profound effect on the 
author himself of the Gospel of St John (prior to his following of 
Jesus) that he was especially intent on pointing this out. John the 
Baptist is presented in the New Testament as a great prophet and as 
having had an immense impact on the lives of many. He was great in 
the sight of God and of man. 

But great as he was, he abased himself profoundly before the 
person of Jesus. In our Gospel passage today Christ is exalted by 
one who is great before God. John is at pains to tell the leaders of 
the Jews that he himself is nothing other than a mere voice calling 
out to all to prepare for the coming of the Lord. The important thing 
was to prepare for the One whose arrival was imminent. We read 
that “the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who 
he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, 1 am not the 
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Christ. They asked him, Then who are you? Are you Elijah? He said, 
I am not. Are you the Prophet ? He answered, No. Finally they said, 
Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself? John replied in the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make 
straight the way for the Lord (John 1:19-28). John’s humility was 
profound and was the foundation of his greatness. All that mattered 
was God and the saving plan of God. His announcement was that the 
great One had arrived already, and was present among them. So 
great was he that he, John, was not even worthy to bend down and 
untie his sandal straps. A great man would sit down and the slave 
would untie his sandal straps. John was not worthy of doing even 
this. Do we think this of ourselves, when we think of Jesus Christ? 
How different was the attitude of John towards Jesus from that of the 
leaders of the Jews, who would hound and harass our Lord at the 
height of his public ministry. Let us remember, too, that John was a 
relative of Jesus. There is no kind of the familiarity that breeds 
contempt — the personal familiarity John might have had with Jesus 
gave birth to the most profound reverence and love. He knew he 
could not compare with his most holy cousin. The author of the 
Gospel remembers well when John said this to the leaders. He even 
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pinpoints the location. It was on the other side of the Jordan, where 
he was baptising. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of the Gospel today together 
with the author of the Gospel. Let us listen to the words of John and 
admire his humility and fidelity to his mission of bearing witness to 
the Messiah who had arrived. He points to Jesus. With his prophetic 
testimony in mind, let us turn to Jesus and resolve to follow him to 
the end, all the while doing what John was doing — bearing witness 
to Jesus before others. This we do by our word and example and 
service. Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the L ife. It is this which the 
Church proclaims to the world. 
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January 3 before the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117):26-27 Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has given us light. 

Collect O God, who in the blessed childbearing of the holy Virgin 
Mary kept the flesh of your Son free from the sentence incurred by 
the human race, grant, we pray, that we, who have been taken up into 
this new creation, may be freed from the ancient taint of sin. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : 1 John 2:29-3:6; Psalm 97; John 1: 29-34 

The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him and said, 
Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is 
the one 1 meant when 1 said, A man who conies after me has 
surpassed me because he was before me. ’ I myself did not know him, 
but the reason I came baptising with water was that he might be 
revealed to Israel. Then John gave this testimony: I saw the Spirit 
come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not 
have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise with 
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and 
remain is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit. ’ I have seen and I 
testify that this is the Son of God. (John 1:29-34) 
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John and Jesus There were some remarkable prophecies 
in the Old Testament. Abraham was told that through him all the 
families of the earth would be blessed. We read later in the book of 
Genesis that “the sceptre shall not pass from Judah ... until he comes 
to whom it belongs, to whom the peoples shall render obedience ” 
(49:10). The prophecy of Daniel about the One like a Son of Man is 
remarkable, as are the passages about the Suffering Servant in the 
Book of Isaiah (52:13-53:12). But the announcements made by John 
the Baptist are especially striking. Undoubtedly John, the author of 
the Gospel, was present at his utterances. He saw the Baptist looking 
at Jesus and saying this of him: The Lamb of God! What does it 
mean? Inasmuch as John’s Gospel sets forth the sacrificial character 
of the passion and death of Jesus, presumably the Lamb in the 
Baptist’s mind also had a sacrificial character. The day before 
today’s event (1: 29), John had seen Jesus coming to him and had 
said, “ Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
Jesus would in some sense be like a sacrificed Lamb whom God was 
providing, which would remove or atone for sin. In describing 
himself as the crying voice, he had quoted Deutero-Isaiah (40:3). 
Well, in pointing to Jesus as God’s Lamb, presumably he had in 
mind the Suffering Servant predicted by the same prophet: “ he was 
pierced through for our faults, crushed for our sins. On him lies a 
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punishment that brings us peace, and through his wounds we are 
healed... Yahweh burdened him with the sins of all of us.” Then, 
significantly, the prophet Isaiah adds, “ Harshly dealt with ...like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter house.” He “ offers his life in 
atonement” (Isaiah 53:4-10). Perhaps too the Baptist saw in Jesus a 
paschal Lamb. The eating of the paschal lamb occurred as the 
liberation of the people from slavery began. The destroying angel 
passed over the houses marked with the blood of the unblemished 
lamb (Exodus 12:7). The slaying of Jesus would mark the liberation 
of the world from slavery, the slavery of sin. The Gospel of John is 
quite explicit that, looking at Jesus coming to him, the Baptist stated 
that he was the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world. What a stupendous mission and what a remarkable 
identification! No prophet or personage of the Old Testament had 
had the mission of being the Lamb of God, nor had John the Baptist 
himself. Here he was pointing to Jesus as the fulfilment of all God 
had promised in the Old Testament. 

But more was to come. John states that he would never have 
recognized who Jesus really was had it not been revealed to him 
from above. So what he was saying of Jesus was revealed to him by 
God. The very reason why he was sent as the Baptizer was to reveal 
Jesus to Israel. The Gospel of St John narrates how the Baptist 
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revealed him to some of his disciples and how they, with John’s 
encouragement, left him to follow Jesus. The Gospel also later 
narrates that John’s testimony about Jesus was well known to the 
leaders of the Jews because our Lord on one occasion challenged 
them to account for John’s ministry. Was he from God or not? They 
then debated among themselves saying that if they allowed that he 
was a prophet, they would have to accept his testimony about Jesus. 
So they refused to answer our Lord’s challenge. Thus John did 
indeed fulfil his mission of declaring to Israel who the Messiah was. 
But John went further and spoke of what this Messiah would do. My 
baptism cannot compare with the baptism the Messiah will 
administer, he stated. He will not only take away the sin of the 
world, but will also baptize with the Holy Spirit. So Jesus would 
bring the gift of the Holy Spirit. Just as all who came confessing 
their sins were baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan, so too all 
who came with repentance would be baptized by Jesus in the Holy 
Spirit. As John plunged the repentant in water, so Jesus would 
plunge them in the Holy Spirit. This gift of the divine Spirit would 
be available to all who came to Jesus and requested it. John the 
evangelist (himself originally a disciple of the Baptist) would 
write in his Gospel that the gift of Jesus is the Holy Spirit, and that 
after he was glorified he would give this Gift to those who believed. 
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But the Baptist in his testimony went further still. The Messiah was 
not only the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world, 
and who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. He was also the Son of 
God (John 1:29-34). John said that he had seen and testified to this. 
Presumably John was referring to his witnessing the Holy Spirit 
come upon Jesus, and the Father declaring that Jesus was his beloved 
Son in whom he was well pleased, as narrated in the other Gospels. 

Let us sink with mind and heart into the declarations of today’s 
Gospel passage. Let us allow the words of John the Baptist to 
enlighten our minds and hearts as to the person and mission of Jesus. 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour of the world from sin, 
the giver of the gift of the Holy Spirit to mankind so wounded by sin. 
He is our Lord, the one all mankind can look to. We have a great 
message to live by and a great message to bring to others. 

-- 
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January 4 before the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in darkness has 
seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land of deep gloom, a light 
has shone. 

Collect Grant us, almighty God, that the bringer of your salvation, 
who for the world’s redemption came forth with newness of 
heavenly light, may dawn afresh in our hearts and bring us constant 
renewal. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 97; John 1:35-42 

The next day John stood with two of his disciples watching 
Jesus walking, and he said “Behold the Lamb of God. ” The two 
disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
and seeing them following him said to them, “What do you seek?” 
They said to him, “Rabbi, (which is to say, Master,) where do you 
dwell?” He said to them, “Come and see. ” They came, saw where he 
was dwelling, and they stayed with him that day. It was about the 
tenth hour. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two 
who had heard what John had said, and had followed Jesus. He 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah, which, interpreted, is the Christ. ” And he brought him to 
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Jesus. And Jesus looking upon him, said, You are Simon the son of 
Jonah: you will be called Cephas, which translated is Peter. (John 
1:35-42) 

Knowing Jesus One of the obvious characteristics of the 
Gospel of St John is the vivid detail of its descriptions. The author 
of the Gospel describes John the Baptist gazing at Jesus who was 
walking along, and it was on “ the next day." There is the scene: Jesus 
is walking (1:36). John is gazing at him, with two of his disciples 
present near to him. The Lamb of God! John quietly says to his two 
disciples — perhaps with a slight gesture pointing to Jesus, while he 
gazes at him in rapt admiration. Jesus is not walking towards John, 
as he was the day before (1:29) — he is simply “walking” 
(peripatounti ). I suspect that the setting on this day was an address 
given by John to the crowds at the place of his baptisms. There may 
have been some baptisms, and now it was over. Jesus himself had 
already been baptized by John in the river Jordan, during which John 
had seen the Holy Spirit descend on him in the form of a dove. The 
day before our scene today, John had referred to this descent of the 
Spirit, though not to the baptism itself (1:32). So let us imagine 
Jesus present on this day listening to John, quietly preparing himself 
for the commencement of his public ministry. He was just one 
among the crowd, unobserved, silent, yet filled with the Holy Spirit 
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and with the Person of his heavenly Father. The address was perhaps 
over, and John stood there with two of his disciples. People were 
leaving, and our Lord himself got up and was walking, soon to go to 
his place of temporary abode. Ah! He was the One who filled the 
mind of John! Perhaps John had been watching him admiringly 
during his ministry to many others and during his addresses. He 
could scarcely think of anyone else! How he felt dwarfed by his holy 
relative before him, whose identity and mission had now been 
revealed to him. This was the Messiah, this Jesus, his own cousin. 
Of course, he had known how utterly good he always was, but he had 
not known that he was the long-awaited One. There he quietly 
walked, in all his unassuming dignity. The Lamb! He would take 
away the sin of the world — it may be that with divine aid John had 
perceived that Jesus would do this as a Lamb to be sacrificed, as the 
Suffering Servant. 

The two disciples heard the heartfelt admiration and love that 
filled what John had just said of the Man before him. They looked, 
they gazed, and they were powerfully drawn. How beautiful the One 
they saw walking! He was filled with God, and John had instantly 
conveyed to them how much this Man surpassed their own master. 
John seemed to be saying to them, Go! The Blessing of all blessings 
is before you. Do not tarry. It is not mine to follow him physically, 
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but why not you? He is the Bridegroom — I am merely his friend, 
rejoicing to see and announce him. Go, then! Thus drawn, the two 
followed, with eyes widened in godly expectation. The Treasure of 
treasures was before them, walking ahead, alone, silent, calm, strong. 
They followed, humble, subdued, with eyes on the figure before 
them. He stopped, turned, and with simple friendliness asked them 
what they wanted. Imagine their first glimpse of him, not side-on, 
not from behind, but face to face. They saw his features, not 
realizing at the time that they were looking on God himself. This 
Man was the very Son of God. He was the Word who had been with 
God from all eternity in divine glory. This Man was the human face 
of God. He spoke, and smiled — “ What are you looking for?" They 
did not know it, but in him they had found all that they sought. God 
had created them, and had created all men, precisely to know, love 
and serve the Man before them. St Paul would write that before the 
foundation of the world God chose us in Christ to be holy and full of 
love in his sight. He was the light of life for every man, and he had 
come into the world. They now beheld him — Rabbi, where do you 
live? they asked. Could we go with you? Could we be with you? 
May we be your companions? May we learn from you? May we be 
your disciples? Then came the wonderful reply which John the 
Evangelist would never forget: “Come and see." They went with him 
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and stayed with him the rest of that day. It is hard to think of 
anything more beautiful. They began to see his glory, and came 
away knowing they now knew the Messiah himself. Their lives 
would never be the same. Life now consisted of a heartfelt 
friendship with Jesus of Nazareth. 

What happened to them, is meant to happen to each of us. The 
Church makes her own the words of John the Baptist, and says to 
each of us and to all within her hearing, “There is the Lamb of God!” 
Are we disposed to listen and to follow? It is up to us. We have 
heard the words, and it is for us to take them to heart. We must 
follow Jesus, placing ourselves in his presence, so as to hear him ask 
us, “What are you seeking?” Let us ask from the depths of our hearts 
that we stay with him as his companions, and let the whole of our 
lives be shaped by that friendship. Our eternity will depend on the 
depth of that friendship and on how we have brought it to others. 

-- 


-248 - 





January 5 before the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 1:1 In the beginning and before all ages, 
the Word was God and he humbled himself to be born the Saviour of 
the world. 

Collect O God, who by the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son 
wondrously began for your people the work of redemption, grant, we 
pray, to your servants such firmness of faith, that by his guidance 
they may attain the glorious prize you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:11-21; Psalm 99; John 1: 43-51 

On the following day Jesus intended to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, “Follow me. ” Now Philip was of Bethsaida, 
the town of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found the one of whom Moses in the law and the 
prophets wrote, Jesus the son of Joseph of Nazareth. Nathanael said 
to him, “Can any thing of good come from Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him “Come and see. ” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him and scud 
of him, “Behold an Israelite indeed in whom there is no guile. ” 
Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree I 
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saw you. ” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, 
you are the King of Israel. ” Jesus answered, “Because I said to you, 
I saw you under the fig tree, you believe. You will see greater things 
than these. ” And he said to him, “Amen, amen 1 say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man. ” (John 1:43-51) 

Time One of the most common words of language is “time.” 
We know what we mean when we ask, what “time” of the day is it? 
Or when we say, it is “time” to go! Or, the “time” is coming when 
this or that will happen. But it is very difficult to define “time.” In a 
famous paper published in 1908, J.M.E. McTaggart argued that there 
is in fact no such thing as “time,” and that the appearance of a 
temporal order to the world is a mere appearance. Let us dismiss this 
as an example of how philosophy can become unreal, but we must 
acknowledge the curious difficulty in understanding the nature of 
time. This fact would seem to indicate how basic is the concept of 
“time.” The subject has never ceased to exercise philosophers. 
Whatever the difficulty, it is indisputable that the thought of time is 
fundamental to human life. Especially influential in cultures and in 
the lives of individuals is the thought of the past. The memory of 
the past can fill the life of a person with bitterness, or, by contrast, 
the past can fill his heart with joy. The fervent Christian treasures 
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the thought of the past — what Christ did a long time ago — though, 
of course, this thought has for its purpose a realization and 
appreciation of the present, which is to say, of the living Jesus. In 
fact, all that actually exists, is the present — but still, the past has 
immense power. In the case of some peoples, one gets the 
impression that it is the past, especially the mythic past, which is of 
overwhelming importance. For instance, all would agree that in the 
traditional culture of the Australian Aborigine, the Dreaming is 
decisive. All is governed by the Dreaming , and the key to the 
renewal of the present is the evocation, re-presentation, and re¬ 
activation of the Dreaming. Now, there was one people, one culture 
in history, which exemplified in a special way the decisive 
importance of the past. That was the chosen people of Israel. The 
past which founded them as a people and gave to them their identity, 
and in the light of which they lived, were facts on which they could 
absolutely depend. They were not mere stories, but things that 
happened and to which they continually returned for renewal and 
inspiration. 

Nevertheless, however critical the thought of the past, it was 
the place of the future which also distinguished the religious culture 
of Israel. The God who had done such great things in the past, would 
do very great things in the future. They looked forward to the future 
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with anticipation — not simply in terms of what they would do, but 
in terms of what God would do. It is common enough for man to 
look forward to the future as the arena of his own ambitions and 
achievements. The chosen people of Israel could scarcely look 
forward to the future as a scene of their own doings. What 
distinguished them was their undying expectation of One who was 
coming and who would make all things good. This was a real 
expectation based on the prophecies, but those prophecies were 
sufficiently vague to occasion the most disparate interpretations and 
mistaken hopes. Josephus in his Jewish Wars attributes to the 
ambiguity of the messianic prophecies the Jewish revolt against 
Rome. Despite this, one might argue that one of the things which the 
Judaeo-Christian Revelation has brought to the world is a new and 
special emphasis on the future as something God will effect, and as 
something very hopeful to be awaited. All of this we see being acted 
out in our Gospel passage today. The chosen people looked forward 
to the coming of the Messiah. He would be their hope and their 
salvation, even though the nature of this salvation was so often 
missed. And so it is that with such joy Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found the one of whom Moses in the law and 
the prophets wrote, Jesus the son of Joseph of Nazareth. Nathanael 
said to him, Can any thing of good come from Nazareth ’ Philip said 
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to him Come and see.” The discovery of Jesus of Nazareth meant that 
the future promise to the chosen people was being fulfilled. Jesus 
was the Messiah. Nathanael in his turn comes to see that it is so. 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel.” Our 
Lord immediately speaks of the future, and how he could expect 
much from it. “Amen, amen I say to you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man” (John 1:43-51). 

By his death on the Cross, Jesus Christ effected a new 
beginning. Thereafter, man continually looks back on what Christ 
did for him. But of course, all this is made present in the now, in the 
Christian’s present life. It is with the living, risen Jesus that the 
Christian is united. That having been said, there is a glorious future 
to be looked to. Just as, for Israel, the coming of the Messiah was 
the great and defining event of the future, so we, united with Christ 
now, have his future coming to look forward to. The past, the 
present and the future — all of time — is immensely rich for the 
Christian. God has made of time a bearer of the most tremendous of 
blessings. Let us not waste time, then! Let us use our time to the full 
to unite ourselves with Christ and serve him with love. 

-- 
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January 6 before the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 112(111):4 A light has risen in the darkness 
for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, merciful and just. 

Collect Cast your kindly light upon your faithful. Lord, we pray, and 
with the splendour of your glory set their hearts ever aflame, that 
they may never cease to acknowledge their Saviour and may truly 
hold fast to him. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147: 12-15, 19-20; 

Mark 1:7-11 or Luke 3: 23-38. 

And this was John’s message: 'After me will come one more 
powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals / am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit. ” At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was 
coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son, whom / love; with you I am well pleased. ’’ 
(Mark 1:7-11) 
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The Trinity The children of Israel had long been familiar 
with “the spirit of the Lord.” The Book of Genesis, perhaps compiled 
during the fifth and sixth centuries BC — with its component 
traditions and texts going back much further — opens with mention 
of the presence of the spirit or breath of God present at the creation 
of the world. In the beginning there was God, and his spirit moved 
over the waste, the void, the darkness, the deep. Then God spoke. 
So there was God, there was his spirit and there was his word. The 
spirit of God is said to fall upon a number of persons at a certain 
point when Moses was leading the people in the wilderness. The 
spirit came upon David, upon the prophets, and Joel prophesied that 
God would pour out his spirit on all flesh. In his first post- 
Pentecostal sermon, Peter refers to Joel’s prophecy (Acts 2:14-21). 
But what was the spirit of God, as referred to in the Old Testament? 
The meaning ebbs and flows, but in general it was the divine force, 
action and presence. In the Old Testament it was never, of course, 
conceived as a distinct Person, and there would have been no warrant 
for doing so. Nevertheless, the spirit of God is often referred to as if 
the action of God has something of a life of its own — and the 
Christian will see in such references harbingers of the amazing 
revelation to come. Thus we are led to the threshold of the ministry 
of Jesus Christ, when St John the Baptist refers to the spirit of God as 
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a Messianic gift. More exactly, he speaks of the “Holy Spirit,” 
which is the expression used in the Gospels for the third divine 
Person. This quickly became the standard title of the third divine 
Person, obviously stemming directly from Christ’s own usage with 
all its hallowed roots in the Old Testament. I baptize with water, 
John says, but he will baptize with “the Holy Spirit .” Any Christian 
reader would have interpreted this as a major prophecy of what Jesus 
Christ would do. After his resurrection from the dead, Christ told his 
disciples to wait in Jerusalem for “the Promise of the Father which 
you have heard from me. John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence” (Acts 1:4-5). 

At the baptism of Jesus Christ “the Spirit” comes down upon 
Christ — as he had with David, and with several prophets, but in the 
case of Jesus Christ he comes in visible form. Now, while in the Old 
Testament the effects of the coming of the spirit of God were often 
visible (in the new powers of, say, governance or prophecy being 
exercised by the one receiving the spirit of God, his visible descent is 
special to the New Testament. It is a factor of the new revelation that 
“the spirit of God” is a Person. When Samuel anointed David, “the 
spirit of the Lord” came upon him, but nothing was seen descending. 
When Jesus Christ is baptized the Spirit of God is seen to be 
descending on him in visible form. Something distinct and visible 
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comes down from the parted heavens, and it is in the “form” of a 
dove. This is not to say that this visible appearance of the Holy 
Spirit in some symbolic form is typical of his coming to persons in 
the age of the Messiah. Indeed it is rare — but when it happens it 
reinforces the revelation that the Gift is a divine Person. At 
Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes in the form of tongues of fire, and 
he, the Holy Spirit, takes charge. Thereafter in the Acts of the 
Apostles the Holy Spirit actively directs minds and hearts as would a 
Commander or authoritative Counsellor. All this is to say that a most 
notable feature of the baptism of Jesus Christ is the revelation of the 
Person of the Holy Spirit. He is seen in a visible form coming down 
from heaven, and is identified as the Holy Spirit. But of course, this 
is not all. God declares himself to be the Father of Jesus Christ, and 
Jesus Christ to be his beloved Son. Though its import may not have 
been fully appreciated, it was a public revelation of the triune 
Godhead, the one and only God in three Persons. This is not to say 
that a non-believer or a positive non-Trinitarian, without the benefit 
of the light coming from the doctrinal teaching of the Church, would 
be able to see the Trinitarian significance of the event. I am not at all 
sure that a mere reading of the Gospels would convey a clear 
impression of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The Gospels must be 
read within the Church’s Tradition, and with the Church’s mind. 
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With that, so much will be seen as taught, assumed and suggested by 
the inspired writings. 

Our Gospel scene today (Mark 1:7-11) is a magnificent event. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are revealed, and Jesus Christ is 
launched on his Messianic mission. He comes from the Father by 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit, and his mission is to baptize in 
the Holy Spirit, drawing men into union with him, and therefore into 
the life of the Holy Trinity. The Christian faith is essentially 
Trinitarian, and the life of the Christian is essentially Trinitarian. I 
have seen encounters between Christians and Muslims, in which 
Christians have downplayed the divinity of Jesus Christ and the 
mystery of the Trinity (for fear of offending Muslims). This is a pity, 
for the vocation of the Christian is to bear respectful witness to it 
before the world. 
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January 7 before the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Gal 4: 4-5 God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who were pleased to shine forth 
with new light through the coming of your Only Begotten Son, grant, 
we pray, that, just as he was pleased to share our bodily form through 
the childbearing of the Virgin Mary, so we, too, may one day merit 
to become companions in his kingdom of grace. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5: 14-21; Psalm 149: 1-5; John 2: 1-11 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. 
Jesus ’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus ’ mother said 
to him, “They have no more wine. ” “Dear woman, why do you 
involve me ” Jesus replied, “My time has not yet come. ” His mother 
said to the seri’ants, “Do whatever he tells you. ” Nearby stood six 
stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, 
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. 
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of 
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the banquet. ” They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the 
water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it 
had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 
Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out 
the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have 
had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now. ” This, 
the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Gcdilee. 
He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 
(John 2:1-11) 

A new creation It is generally accepted that the Gospel of 
St John, in a way surpassing the other three Gospels, endows the 
historical facts being narrated with rich symbolic meanings. When 
facts are narrated in that Gospel, they seem designed to remind the 
reader of higher connections. For instance, one detail in the first 
chapter is John’s tracking of events by “days.” In his long Prologue 
(1:1-18) John makes prominent reference to the witness of John the 
Baptist to Jesus Christ (1:6-8). This is followed by a description of 
this same witness to Christ as given by John the Baptist himself to 
the priests and Levites from Jerusalem (1:19-28). This seems to be a 
first day because, that witness to the priests having concluded, we are 
told that “the next day, he saw Jesus coming to him...” (1:29). We 
are then, on this “next day,” given further testimony to Jesus by John, 
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this time to his being the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. John bears witness that he saw the Spirit of God descending 
on him like a dove, and that God revealed to him that this Jesus will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. He is, John, testifies, the Son of God 
(1:29-34). So far, then, we have two days. Again, “the next day” 
John testifies to two of his disciples that Jesus is the Lamb of God 
(1:35), at which they leave him to follow Jesus. On what must have 
been the next day after their staying with Jesus, Andrew looks for 
Simon Peter and bears witness to Jesus (1:40-41). Then on “the day 
following ” this, Jesus was to leave for Galilee and he invites Philip to 
follow him (1:43). So far then, it is five days — and perhaps it is the 
next day that “Philip finds Nathanael” and bears witness, bringing 
him to Jesus. We possibly have six days in which witness to Jesus 
Christ is given. If we regard the Prologue (which parallels the 
introduction of God and creation in Genesis 1:1-3) as a unit within 
this schema, we have seven steps , here and there referred to as 
“days,” making up the proclamation of Jesus Christ and the start of 
his mission. They appear, without forcing the issue, as a week 
suggestive of the grand week of creation with which the Book of 
Genesis opens. In his first chapter, John seems to be suggesting by 
the use of “days” in a week that a new creation of the world was 
beginning. 
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But then we notice what appears to be a new start in this 
pattern of “days.” In our Gospel today (which a later editing into 
chapters placed in the second chapter 2:1-11), we have an event 
which occurs “on the third day.” Occurring “on the “third day”, this 
event is separated from the previous week of chapter one (which in 
1:43 already included a third day). So it is a new start. The wedding 
feast of Cana in Galilee may have occurred on “the third day” after 
leaving Judea for Galilee (1:43). The “days” of chapter one, 
suggestive of a week, hearken back to the creation of the world , and 
point therefore to a new creation now in process. The “third day” on 
which the wedding feast of Cana occurs, is surely suggestive of the 
“third day” on which Christ rises from the dead. It was on his rising 
from the dead that his work of re-creating the world was 
accomplished. What remained was the Gift of the Holy Spirit, which 
came “early evening on that same day” (John 20:22). That is to say, 
in John’s Gospel the rising from the dead and the first gift of the 
Spirit to the Eleven — the re-creation — both occurred on “the third 
day.” At the wedding feast of Cana “on the third day” something new 
and wondrous is done. The wine runs out — symbolic of the 
exhaustion and emptiness of a sinful world. The mother of the 
Redeemer approaches her divine Son to tell him that there is no more 
wine. When God utters his word in Genesis 1 there is a creation. 
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When Christ utters his word at the wedding feast of Cana there is a 
new creation. As the steward acknowledges, in place of the old there 
is something here altogether different and better. The water is 
changed into wine, and this happens “on the third day” (of the new 
week). In this sense, we should avoid sharply separating the wedding 
feast of Cana from the account contained in the first chapter of the 
Gospel. Though distinct, it would seem to be intimately connected 
with it. The work of the new creation is launched subsequent to the 
first week, and its completion is pointed to by a spectacular change to 
the wine effected “on the third day” of this second stage. By the 
changing of water into wine the reader is reminded of the great 
change in the world effected by the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world, and baptises with the Holy Spirit. Let us enter 
prayerfully into our Gospel scene, involving a miracle initiated by 
the intercession of the Mother of Jesus Christ. Let us, like the 
disciples, contemplate the glory of Jesus Christ, of which this miracle 
“on the third day” was a sign (2:11). 

If we wish to be beneficiaries of the redemption wrought by 
Jesus Christ we must do as Mary the mother of God made man 
directed the servants to do. They were to do whatever he told them 
to do (2:5). Let us resolve to do that, so that he might do in our lives 
what he did with the water in those jars. He can make us new, and 
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like unto himself. But it will all depend on our obedience to his 
word. This is the work ahead, and we have a mother and an 
intercessor in heaven to help us do it: Mary the mother of Jesus 
Christ our redeemer and our God. She can speak of us to him, and 
she can show us how to dispose ourselves for the gift of his grace. 

-- 
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Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 

At the Vigil Mass: 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Bar 5: 5 Arise, Jerusalem, and look to the 
East and see your children gathered from the rising to the setting of 
the sun. 

Collect May the splendour of your majesty, O Lord, we pray, shed 
its light upon our hearts, that we may pass through the shadows of 
this world and reach the brightness of our eternal home. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass During the Day: 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mai 3:1; 1 Chr 29: 12 Behold, the Lord, the 
Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and 
dominion. 

Collect O God, who on this day revealed your Only Begotten Son to 
the nations by the guidance of a star, grant in your mercy, that we, 
who know you already by faith, may be brought to behold the beauty 
of your sublime glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Isaiah 60: 1-6; Psalm 71; 

Ephesians 3:2-3.5-6; Matthew 2: 1-12 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, Where is the one 
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have 
come to worship him. When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and 
all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be 
born. In Bethlehem in Judea, they replied, for this is what the prophet has 
written: But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the 
shepherd of my people Israel. ’ Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon 
as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him. After 
they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. (Matthew 2:1-12) 
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The nations Among the notable things about the birth of 
Jesus Christ were the unusual events associated with it. They were 
well out of the ordinary, but known only to those within a limited 
circle. For instance, St Luke records that at the time of our Lord’s 
birth at Bethlehem there were shepherds watching over their sheep in 
the surrounding countryside. An angel appeared to them and the 
glory of the Lord shone about them. They were told of the birth of 
the Messiah and they were directed to go and see the Child in a 
manger. They did this. That is the Gospel of St Luke. Our passage 
today is from St Matthew. St Matthew’s Gospel is especially Jewish 
in that St Matthew is constantly showing how Jesus fulfils the 
prophecies of the Old Testament. One fundamental prophecy (Gen. 
12:3) was that in Abraham all the families/nations would be blessed. 
Accordingly, while St Luke tells us of humble Jewish shepherds 
visiting the newborn child, St Matthew reports the visit of 
non-Jewish pagan wise men from the east, presumably of the 
Zoroastrian religion. They were led by a star, Matthew tells us, and 
calling at Jerusalem they asked for advice as to where the infant king 
of the Jews was. It caused consternation, but having obtained advice 
they went on to Bethlehem and rendered homage to the Child. It was 
a simple, quiet visit but brimful of significance for the inspired writer 
of the Gospel. It was the beginning of the fulfilment of the ancient 
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prophecy. In the Gospel of St John our Lord speaks to the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob’s Well and tells her that salvation is from the Jews. 
The Messianic expectation within Israel was known to some extent 
by other peoples, in the sense that many others knew that a great 
King was being expected to rise from Judea. Here in our Gospel 
scene today we see representatives of the Gentile world led by God 
to the Jews and finding the long predicted King. This may have been 
the sum total of the light they were granted. Pagan though they were, 
they were open to this light from above and were disposed to be led 
by it. They attained an encounter with Christ, and, we read, with his 
mother. 

One gets the impression that though the visit of the Magi 
caused a disturbance among various persons in Jerusalem and led to 
the secret massacre of the children in Bethlehem some time later, the 
event was gradually forgotten. But it was remembered and 
understood by the holy family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and by the 
infant Church as recorded and reflected in the Gospel account. It had 
a significance beyond the mere facts. It was a sign from God, a 
heavenly celebration we might say, that the King of kings had come. 
Heaven burst forth with the news - though delivered only to certain 
persons. The Saviour of the nations had arrived. The Messiah was 
identified and recognized at his very birth even by representatives of 
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the pagans (Matthew 2:1-12). This is not to say that his full identity 
and significance was understood by them but he was recognized as 
the long expected King to whom heaven itself had guided them. It 
was the first step, taken at our Lord’s birth, and symbolised that the 
Messiah was for the whole world. It was a pointer to what was to 
come. God led the Magi to the Christ-child as a sign which would be 
remembered always and enshrined in the inspired Gospel for all to 
ponder. This Jesus who was born of the Virgin Mary is not only a 
promised Messiah for the Jews, but is the King of all kings and Lord 
of all lords. He is the ruler of the world and the world’s Saviour, the 
blessing meant for all the nations. It is interesting to notice that in 
the Gospel of St John among the earliest to whom our Lord revealed 
his identity and who accepted that he was the Saviour of the world 
were Samaritans (chapter 4). He revealed to the Samaritan woman 
that he was the Messiah, and soon after, many Samaritans of that 
town professed their faith in him as the Saviour of the world. 
Matthew’s account in his first chapter of the group of visiting pagans 
doing homage to the Child Jesus finds its culmination in the words of 
our Lord in the last chapter of the same Gospel, when he directs his 
disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the 
nations. He promised that in this he would be with them to the end. 
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Let us place ourselves among the visiting Magi, led by heaven 
as they were, and bow down with them before the Child who is the 
Lord and Saviour of the world. He is in the arms of his holy mother. 
She presents him to us and is able to help us know and love him. She 
is our mother and our model in what it means to be his loving 
follower. Let us follow him to the end, every day of our lives, in all 
the details of our daily duties and responsibilities. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.528 (The 
Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord) 

-- 
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Monday after the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon A holy day has dawned upon us: Come, you 
nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has come down upon the 
earth. 

Collect : O God, whose eternal Word adorns the face of the heavens 
yet accepted from the Virgin Mary the frailty of our flesh, grant, we 
pray, that he who appeared among us as the splendour of truth may 
go forth in the fullness of power for the redemption of the world. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever 

■ Scripture today : 1 John22-4:6; Psalm 2; Matthew 4: 12-17.23-25 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he 
returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in 
Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and 
Naphtali—to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: Land 
of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people living in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
a light has dawned. From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. Jesus went throughout 
Gcdilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 
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the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the 
people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought 
to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe 
pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralysed, 
and he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, 
Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 
(Matthew 4:12-17.23-25) 

The world The Church selects this Gospel passage for the 
day immediately following the feast of the Epiphany, when we 
contemplated the Child Jesus’ manifestation to representatives of the 
Gentiles. From chapter two of St Matthew, for the feast of the 
Epiphany of the Child, we pass on today to a passage from chapter 
four of the same Gospel. Christ has begun his public ministry, and 
John who baptized him has been imprisoned. It is the time for Jesus 
to begin his work in earnest. He returns to Galilee and Matthew 
invites us to notice that Galilee is a land with Gentiles. As the 
prophet Isaiah had put it, “ Land ofZebulun and land of Naphtali, the 
way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people 
living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land 
of the shadow of death a light has dawned.'’’’ Galilee, as is well 
known, contained a good number of Gentile people and in his years 
growing up in the obscure township of Nazareth Jesus would have 
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been very aware of this. Nazareth itself was quite near the bustling 
cosmopolitan city of Zephoris. This varied texture of Galilee would 
have been a constant sign to him of the universal character of his 
redemptive mission. His own personal mission was to the Jews and 
he would spend his short public ministry giving himself entirely to 
the chosen people, while having occasional contact with pagans. But 
in his constant presence among some Gentiles of Galilee he would 
have often pondered the universal character of his saving work. 
Matthew sees the beginning of his public ministry in Galilee — 
Galilee of the nations! — as a presage of the future. The people who 
lived in darkness — symbolizing the whole world — have seen a 
great light. As John tells us in his Gospel, our Lord described 
himself as the Light of not just the chosen people, but of the world. 
This point is very relevant to the days following the Epiphany. 

All of this must be remembered by the disciple of Christ. As 
just said, while the Master’s own mission was to the House of Israel, 
he lived and began his mission among many Galilean Gentiles. He 
had contact with Gentiles at various points during his public 
ministry. For instance, a centurion of the Roman army humbly asked 
him for the favour of healing his servant. On that occasion our Lord 
said that people would be coming from the east and the west to take 
their places at the table in the Kingdom of Heaven. The Canaanite 
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woman persisted with him and would not let him go till he had 
granted her request. He visited the Decapolis region and effected a 
spectacular exorcism. Very significantly, John tells us that just 
before his Passion, two Greeks approached Philip and asked to see 
Jesus. When he rose from the dead our Lord told his disciples that he 
was now the Lord of the world. All authority had been given to him 
in heaven and on earth. At the beginning of his public ministry he 
was led into the desert by the Holy Spirit to engage against Satan. 
Satan offered him the whole world if he would but worship him. 
Christ summarily dismissed him. But now, in our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 4: 12-17.23-25), he was beginning his public 
ministry and he meant to conquer the world. Ultimately he was for 
the world and not just for the Jews. Just before he ascended into 
Heaven he charged his disciples to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing and teaching them his 
commandments. The whole world is called to know and love Jesus 
Christ as Lord. It is this universal character of Christ’s mission that 
we think of especially during the days immediately following the 
Epiphany. All this is to say that at this point, prior to the feast of the 
Baptism of our Lord (which marks the beginning of the Ordinary 
Time of the Liturgical Year), the Church presents us with the figure 
of Jesus. He is the Messiah long expected, the magnificent fruit of 
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the chosen people, a fruit that is offered to the entire human race. 
He is our Saviour, the Saviour of all mankind. 

This means that we, each of us who count ourselves as Christ’s 
disciples, share in his universal mission. Every day God in his 
providence places us in a certain setting in the world. The world 
around us constitutes the daily arena of our mission. That mission is 
to bring the person and message of Jesus into that secular setting. 
The world around us, wherever we may be, must be won for Christ. 
Let us then begin! Now I begin, we ought say, and we ought say it 
every day. 
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Tuesday after the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117):26-27 Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has given us light. 

Collect O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very 
flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed through 
him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4: 7-10; Psalm 71; Mark 6: 34-44 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion 
on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he 
began teaching them many things. By this time it was late in the day, 
so his disciples came to him. This is a remote place, they said, and 
it’s already very late. Send the people away so that they can go to 
the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 
something to eat. But he answered, You give them something to eat. 
They said to him, That would take eight months of a man ’s wages! 
Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to 
eat? How many loaves do you have? he asked. Go and see. When 
they found out, they said, Five — and two fish. Then Jesus directed 
them to have cdl the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 
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So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five 
loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and 
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the 
people. He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate 
and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the men who had 
eaten was five thousand. (Mark 6:34-44) 

Doing good Jesus Christ is the foundation. Our Gospel 
scene today portrays our Lord arriving on the shore and seeing a 
large crowd. Perhaps in them he saw the world at large, — and we 
ourselves can see that crowd as symbolic of the world at large. Our 
Lord has compassion on them because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. They were in so many cases adrift. They lacked a guide. 
They lacked a sure support. In this they represented so much of the 
human situation. So many search for happiness and security which 
they hope to find in tangible things, but to their cost those tangible 
things prove to be so very vulnerable and ephemeral. The great 
credit crisis beginning in 2008, with its roots in lending institutions 
taking enormous risks with those they were borrowing from and 
those they were lending to, is an instance of this. As Pope Benedict 
once observed, money can so easily vanish and if that is what people 
have built their lives on, what is there left when it does vanish? 
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When the earth well below us moves, the earthquake that results can 
leave nothing standing. It is a variant of what we call the problem of 
evil and each man and woman must find the key to security, light and 
happiness. Our Lord as he disembarked saw the crowds, and he had 
compassion on them because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. So he set himself to teach them at some length. The scene 
reminds us that the answer to the insecurity of man is the person of 
Christ and his teaching. We need to be united to the person of Jesus 
and imbued with what he has said. Jesus is not just some past figure 
whom we remember and take as our guide, just as we might 
Aristotle, or Buddha, or Confucius. No, Jesus is alive and he 
continues to teach us. He is in our midst, just as he was in the scene 
of our Gospel today. Where is he? He abides in his body the Church. 
The Church is his abode here on earth. He is the Church’s Head. As 
members of the Church we are members of Christ. We are branches 
of the great Vine who is Christ, with our heavenly Father as the 
Vinedresser. He abides in the Church, and teaches in and through 
the Church. Thus is his presence among men ongoing and his 
teaching is ongoing. He is the foundation, the foundation of our life 
and all our efforts. 

Our efforts should be directed towards doing good. In our 
Gospel passage today (Mark 6:34-44) our Lord, having taught the 
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crowds, was approached by his disciples and urged to send the 
crowds away so that they could get something to eat from the nearby 
villages. The people had evidently forgotten to come prepared. 
Notice the freedom with which our Lord’s disciples go to our Lord 
and advise him on obvious things. There is a familiar friendship 
between them. But our Lord simply tells them to look after the 
crowd and to give them something to eat themselves. Let us likewise 
see that directive of his as having a significance far beyond the scene 
before us. Christ, viewing the crowds who were in such need of him 
and his teaching, and who were in such need of so many other things, 
tells his disciples to look after the people. With himself as the 
foundation, they are to do good. He tells that to each and all of his 
disciples down through the ages and in every place. That is the 
vocation of the disciple of Christ, just as it was the mission of Jesus 
himself. He said that he came not to be served but to serve and to 
give his life as a ransom for the many. On another occasion 
(Matthew 25) he told his disciples about the Last and General 
Judgment. All the nations, he explained, will be assembled together. 
Then the King will come seated on the clouds and he will proceed to 
judge the good and the bad. This final Judgment will pivot around 
the degree and kind of service each has offered to those in need. 
Christ our Judge will take it as having been done to himself whatever 
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we do to the least of his brothers. Here in our Gospel scene today 
our Lord directs his disciples to act in like manner. They are to do 
good , and are to give the crowds something to eat themselves. That 
is what Christ wants us to be doing continually in life. I remember 
hearing a well-known talk-back personality on radio once. He said 
that we are born to work. I hope he meant that we have been given 
the gift of life for the purpose of serving others in our work. That is 
what life is about, and Christ confirms this. He adds this decisive 
element, that in those we serve we ought intend to serve him and we 
are to serve in the way he served and according to his teaching. 

Let us spend our lives doing good, just as the disciples then did 
and at our Lord’s bidding. At his command they set about to give the 
crowds what they needed, and they did so being helped all the while 
by Christ’s powerful action. Christ will be with us as we serve 
others each day and he will make up for our meagre strength. The 
one thing we must do is do what he tells us to do, and that is to serve 
others in his name, recognizing him in them, and serving in the spirit 
which he himself exemplifies. With him as the foundation, we are 
called to spend ourselves in doing good. 

-- 
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Wednesday after the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in darkness has 
seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land of deep gloom, a light 
has shone. 

Collect O God, who bestow light on all the nations, grant your 
peoples the gladness of lasting peace and pour into our hearts that 
brilliant light by which you purified the minds of our fathers in faith. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4: 11-18; Psalm71; Mark 6: 45-52 

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go 
on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. After 
leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. When evening 
came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on 
land. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind 
was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to 
them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when 
they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They 
cried out, because they cdl saw him and were terrified. Immediately 
he spoke to them and said, Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid. 
Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. 
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They were completely amazed, for they had not understood about the 
loaves; their hearts were hardened. (Mark 6:45-52) 

Being disposed Most people have had the experience of 
looking at something and yet of not seeing it. By that I mean that 
they have been looking at something, yet because their mind is 
attending to something else, they have not noticed what they were 
observing. Or again, a person may be looking for something, but 
because he does not expect it to be in a certain spot, he misses it even 
though he is actually observing it. He is not attending to what he is 
observing. Or again, someone is doing research on a particular topic 
and is therefore searching for evidence of it, and does not notice 
many other things that pass before him in his reading. He is 
searching for something else. Or again, a person may be unable to 
see the good qualities someone may have, and yet others can see 
them clearly. Why is this so? It may be that he is full of resentment 
for what that person has done to him in the exercise of authority. 
The good qualities are there to be observed but he cannot see them. 
His mind is clouded by various attitudes, by other things 
he remembers and has perceived in that person. These random 
examples show us that it is possible to be blind to certain things 
which are obvious to ordinary sight. All this is well understood from 
general experience and most take it into account, even if they do not 
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bother to do much about it. It becomes serious, though, when very 
important things are at stake. If, for instance, a member of a family 
becomes so consumed with dislike for another member of his family 
that he cannot see beyond it, then the peace of an entire family is 
threatened. The blindness of vision is due to the state of the heart. It 
all goes to show that what we perceive and how we judge of a thing 
involves more that just looking at it. Perception depends very much 
on inner dispositions. The heart must be disposed and ready to see 
what we are observing. In a sense it is the heart that sees. 

In our Gospel today our Lord works an amazing miracle. 
Following his spectacular feeding of thousands of people with a mere 
handful of food the day before, he sent the disciples ahead of him to 
cross the Lake to the other side. He would make his own way back. 
He spent the night in prayer with his heavenly Father and could see 
his disciples in difficulties, battling against the winds. So at the 
fourth watch of the night he left the land and went to them across the 
water to be with them. They were terrified as they saw him coming, 
thinking it was some kind of menacing phantom, perhaps a phantom 
from the depths. It looked as if to pass by. But he called out to them 
that it was he. They were not to be afraid. Then he entered the boat 
and the winds abated. We are told that “ they were completely 
amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts 
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were hardened ” (Mark 6:45-52). The detail I invite you to notice is 
what the inspired author says of the hearts of the disciples. Their 
hearts were hardened. They had not been able to perceive and 
understand, and so were amazed when they did see. Though the day 
before they had seen the great miracle of the loaves with their own 
eyes, and had actually participated in the event, they had not 
understood it. They should have understood that Jesus was the 
Saviour in every sense of the word. They could rely on him utterly 
for his power, his love and his care in all their difficulties. But their 
hearts were hardened — not to the extent of many in Israel, but to an 
extent. They were slow to understand the greatness of the Master 
they had in their midst. Thus their expectations were poor. It 
was basically because of this state of heart that they had not 
recognized him as he approached them across the water, and took the 
spectacle for something altogether different. The biggest difficulty 
Christ faced, both with the House of Israel to whom he was 
especially sent and to an extent his own disciples, was hardness of 
heart. Due to hardness of heart many refused to believe in him and 
due to hardness of heart his own disciples, though they believed, 
were very slow to understand. 

What is the answer to this fundamental problem? First, we 
must strive to recognize our own hardness of heart and our own 
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difficulty in believing and perceiving. If we recognize this, we are in 
a better position to do something about it. So let us pray for a deeper 
self-knowledge, a deeper knowledge of the sinful state of our own 
hearts. Our hearts are to a greater or lesser extent hard and poorly 
disposed to see what God in Christ has made known. Let us pray for 
the grace to see this. Let us pray also that God by his grace will 
change our hearts and dispose them to accept entirely his will and his 
word, for our calling is to hear the word of God and put it into 
practice. 
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Thursday after the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 1:1 In the beginning and before all ages, 
the Word was God and he humbled himself to be born the Saviour of 
the world. 

Collect O God, who through your Son raised up your eternal light 
for all nations, grant that your people may come to acknowledge the 
full splendour of their Redeemer, that, bathed ever more in his 
radiance, they may reach everlasting glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:19-5:4; Psalm 71; Luke 4: 14-22 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 
about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where 
he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written: The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
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favour. Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened 
on him, and he began by saying to them, Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing. All spoke well of him and were amazed at 
the gracious words that came from his lips. Isn 7 this Joseph’s son? 
they asked. (Luke 4:14-22) 

The Holy Spirit Our Gospel passage today presents our 
Lord returning to Galilee after his baptism by John. He is launched 
in his great mission to the House of Israel. What is most distinctive 
about our Lord now? What is especially noteworthy is that now he is 
acting in the power of the Holy Spirit. The interest of St Luke in the 
Holy Spirit is very evident in both his inspired works, his Gospel and 
his account of the infant Church in the Acts of the Apostles. In the 
first chapter of his Gospel, the Angel Gabriel promises Zechariah 
that his holy son John will be filled with the Holy Spirit from his 
mother’s womb. The same Angel tells Mary that the Holy Spirit will 
come upon her and the power of God will overshadow her, and it is 
thus that her son Jesus will be conceived. When Mary visits in haste 
her kinswoman Elizabeth, she, Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit 
and she speaks of Mary as blessed of all women and of her child as 
blessed. After Jesus is born, Mary and Joseph takes him to the 
Temple. There, the holy Simeon is led by the Holy Spirit to the 
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Child and in the Spirit prophesies concerning him and his mother. 
Then at our Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan the Holy Spirit 
descends on him in bodily form, like a dove, while the voice of the 
Father is heard testifying that Jesus is his beloved Son. Immediately 
after, our Lord, filled with the Holy Spirit, is led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness where he encounters and rebuffs Satan. Then, as we read 
in our Gospel passage today, our Lord, with the power of the Holy 
Spirit in him returns to Galilee. Christ has been led by the Holy 
Spirit from the instant of his conception but now the power of the 
Holy Spirit is at work and manifest in his public ministry. His 
reputation spreads “ throughout the country side.'” Especially 
noteworthy is the power and effectiveness of his preaching and 
teaching. We read that he taught in their synagogues and everyone 
praised him. The Holy Spirit is acting through him and there is an 
evident power in all he does and says. 

The Holy Spirit was acting with power through his words and 
ministry, and our Lord himself was very aware that this was the case. 
He announced it to his own townspeople to whom in due course he 
returned. What the prophet Isaiah had foretold was now happening, 
he told them. “ He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his 
custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
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was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 
written: The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour ” 
(Luke 4:14-22). Having read the prophecy of centuries before, our 
Lord sat down and told his townspeople that what had been predicted 
by the prophet was now occurring before their very eyes. “ He said 
to them, Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing .” It was a 
stupendous claim and was a new thing in the history of Israel. This 
Jesus whom they knew so well and with whom many of them had 
been raised, was calmly stating that he himself was the one the 
prophets had foretold, and that the Spirit of God had anointed him for 
his mission to the people. Let us place ourselves among the people 
in the synagogue and gaze on Jesus. As we do this, let us also 
understand that we who are baptized have been given a share in this 
same Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit who led Christ and who acted 
through him with power has been given to us as Christ’s gift. We 
have received the gift of the same Holy Spirit Isaiah refers to and 
who filled Christ in his ministry. We then are empowered by God to 
follow Jesus and participate in his mission. What, ultimately, is his 
mission? It is to bring all to the knowledge, the love, the service and 
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the following of Jesus. It is this which the Holy Spirit is 
endeavouring to achieve and it is he who makes us fruitful and 
effective in this. 

Let us resolve to become devoted to the third divine Person, the 
Holy Spirit. He is the one and only God, though distinct as a Person 
from the Father and the Son, each of whom are distinct divine 
Persons and each of whom is the one and only infinite God. Let us 
not make the Holy Spirit sad, as St Paul writes, by deliberate sin. Let 
us invoke him daily, asking that he will help us to love Christ as our 
Redeemer and our God, and asking too that he will help us 
participate fruitfully in the mission of Christ and his body the 
Church. So then let us pray, Come, O Holy Spirit! 

-- 
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Friday after the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 112(111):4 A light has risen in the darkness 
for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, merciful and just. 

Collect Grant, we ask, almighty God, that the Nativity of the Saviour 
of the world, made known by the guidance of a star, may be revealed 
ever more fully to our minds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5: 5-13; Psalm 147; Luke 5:12-16 

While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who 
was covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face 
to the ground and begged him, Lord, if you are willing, you can make 
me clean. Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. I am 
willing, he said. Be clean! And immediately the leprosy left him. 
Then Jesus ordered him, Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to 
the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your 
cleansing, as a testimony to them. Yet the news about him spread all 
the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be 
healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places 
and prayed. (Luke 5:12-16) 
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Salvation There are a number of details in our brief passage 
that bear noticing. We are told that on this occasion “Jesus was in 
one of the towns ” when a man came to him covered with leprosy. 
We read elsewhere in the Gospels that Jesus travelled all over Galilee 
and Judaea, visiting towns, villages and farms, sending his disciples 
ahead of him to prepare his way. Let us imagine those disciples 
arriving in towns and villages ahead of him and then in due course, 
Jesus arriving. Let us imagine him visiting some of the farms and 
homes. There are incidents in the Gospels describing our Lord’s 
visit to private homes. He was in the home of Simon Peter when he 
cured Simon’s mother-in-law. He cured the daughter of the 
synagogue official in that official’s home. He was on his way to the 
dwelling of the centurion when he cured the centurion’s servant. He 
visited the homes of certain Pharisees and dined with them. He 
visited the home of Zacchaeus the chief tax collector and dined with 
him. Several times he visited the home of Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus. Our Lord’s presence in the town of today’s Gospel passage 
reminds us that he comes to us and abides with us wherever we are, 
whatever be our situation in life. He comes and he stays, provided 
we welcome him. In the Book of Revelation he says that he stands at 
the door and knocks. He did that continually, we might say, during 
his public ministry. He came to serve and not to be served. So he 
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does with us. The next detail is profoundly significant. A poor leper 
approached him, covered with his terrible disease. How hopeless 
any leper must have felt with there being no known cure, ostracised 
from normal social contacts for fear of contagion! We can imagine 
his desperation as he appealed to our Lord, “Lord, if you are willing, 
you can make me clean ” and the life-changing effect of Christ’s 
words, “/ am willing, he said. Be cleanr Christ’s action is a 
dramatic sign that he is the answer for broken and ruined man, and 
for each of us. 

But what our Lord then says is, perhaps, just as significant. 
We read that “ Jesus ordered him, Don’t tell anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded 
for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” Our Lord did not want 
the leper to tell anyone, no one at all, of his healing. He was simply 
to go and fulfil the prescriptions of the Mosaic law for the 
authentication of his healing and to offer the expected sacrifice. That 
was as far as any divulging of the news of the miracle was to go. Of 
course our Lord wanted to see the world free of disease and 
infirmity, but this was not precisely his mission. He did not come to 
rid the world there and then of all its physical burdens. He came to 
attack and resolve the root problem which was sin. Why did he not 
spend himself liberating the entire nation (and beyond) of the 
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physical and temporal burdens that afflicted so many people? Of 
course, he did answer the needs of man at this level to an extent — 
and our miracle today is a specimen of this — but the world had to 
be renewed at its roots. The power of sin had to be broken at its 
foundation and it was this which our Lord was sent to do. The 
danger was that the people would utterly mistake our Lord’s mission, 
especially inasmuch as their notions of the Messiah were so riveted 
to the temporal. They desired a temporal king of supernatural 
powers who would provide them with perfect temporal prosperity. 
Our Lord appeared to be just such a person, an ideal king for the 
people, God’s anointed. But our Lord did not want the cures he 
effected, such as that of today’s Gospel passage (Luke 5:12-16), to 
distract the people and consume his time away from his real purpose. 
But what happened? Despite our Lord’s order to be silent, his 
reputation spread. We learn from other parts of the Gospels that his 
request was ignored and his healing powers acclaimed and made 
widely known. To an extent, this hampered his mission. People did 
not attend to what he had come to reveal. His miracles were 
intended to be signs. They were not his essential mission. Even his 
closest disciples took a long time to grasp the true nature of the 
salvation he came to offer. 
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Let each of us understand that Christ, the Liberator from evil, 
has come to be with me just as he came to the towns, the villages and 
the homes of so many during his public ministry. But in my case, as 
in the case of all the baptized, he has come to stay. He abides with 
me if I am in the state of grace. He can do anything for me, just as 
he could do anything for the leper of our Gospel passage. But what 
he wants to do most of all is help me by his grace to overcome the 
affliction of sin and live for him. He wants me, by the power of his 
grace, to follow him along the road, sharing in his life and being 
faithful to him in everything. It is in this that true life consists. 

-- 
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Saturday after the Epiphany 

Entrance Antiphon Gal 4:4-5 God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who through your Only Begotten 
Son have made us a new creation for yourself, grant, we pray, that by 
your grace we may be found in the likeness of him, in whom our 
nature is united to you. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22=30 

After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean 
countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptised. 
Now John also was baptising at Aenon near Salim, because there 
was plenty of water, and people were constantly coming to be 
baptised. (This was before John was put in prison.) An argument 
developed between some of John ’s disciples and a certain Jew over 
the matter of ceremonial washing. They came to John and said to 
him, Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the 
Jordan — the one you testified about — well, he is baptising, and 
everyone is going to him. To this John replied, A man can receive 
only what is given him from heaven. You yourselves can testify that l 
said, 7 am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him. ’ The bride 
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belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the 
bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He 
must become greater; I must become less. (John 3:22-30) 

Bridegroom One of the many notable (though not exclusive) 
things about the Gospel of St John is the singular importance given 
to St John the Baptist. In each of the Gospels (and also in the Acts of 
the Apostles) John the Baptist is the Precursor of the Messiah and he 
prepares the way before him. But in the Gospel of St John he is 
situated in the very Prologue which speaks of the Word of God who 
was with God in the beginning. He is introduced in the very sixth 
verse, immediately after the first great five verses that speak of the 
Word who is God and the life and light of men. John the Baptist 
came as a witness to speak for the Light. What does John the Baptist 
say of Christ? Christ is One whose very sandal strap he is not worthy 
to undo. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and he ranks before him because he existed before him. The 
Holy Spirit has rested on him and he will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. He is the Chosen One of God. All this is set forth at the 
outset of the Gospel, but in our Gospel passage today drawn from its 
third chapter, John gives to our Lord a further title. He is the 
Bridegroom. To those who told him that Jesus was gathering a 
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greater following than he himself had, John said, “You yourselves 
can testify that I said, 7 am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him. ’ 
The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the 
bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears 
the bridegroom’s voice ” (John 3:22-30). We read that in the Gospel 
of St Matthew, John’s disciples came to our Lord and asked why he 
did not that his disciples fast — after all, John taught his disciples to 
fast. Our Lord replied that “the bridegroom’s attendants would 
never think of mourning as long as the bridegroom is still with them ” 
(Matthew 9:15). Jesus refers to himself as the bridegroom, perhaps 
reminding John’s disciples of how their own master referred to him. 
Jesus is the bridegroom and God’s people is the bride. 

This is a wonderful title and it reveals a wonderful relationship 
between God and his chosen ones. In the Old Testament God, 
speaking through the prophets — especially, we might say, Hosea — 
refers to himself as the Bridegroom and Husband of his people. The 
prophets continually refer to Israel as being like an unfaithful spouse. 
It would be hard to think of religious imagery in the history of man’s 
religions that speak of the High God in these terms, especially when 
we consider how high a God was the God of Israel. The God of 
Israel was unique among the high gods of the ancient world for his 
utterly transcendent and exalted character. Indeed, God declares, 
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there is no other god than He. Further, he chose to regard himself as 
his people’s Husband, a Husband continually making allowances for 
the infidelity of his Spouse. Now in the Gospel (John 3:22-30) the 
Bridegroom has arrived in the person of Jesus. John the Baptist 
refers to Jesus as the Bridegroom and himself as just the friend of the 
Bridegroom. Christ himself in his words to the disciples of John 
refers to himself as the Bridegroom. St Paul in his Letters would 
speak of the Church in these terms. We who are baptized in Christ 
are caught up in a profound friendship with him which is expressed 
in nuptial imagery. This is the character of the Christian religion. 
We can go further. Not only has the Church — all of Christ’s 
Faithful united in him — a nuptial relationship with God in Christ, 
but God’s own inner life has, we might say, a nuptial character. God 
is not a solitary Reality. He is unique, transcendent, but not solitary. 
He is a Trinity of Persons united in an indescribable act of Love that 
has its reflection throughout all of created reality, but especially in 
that communion of persons which we call Marriage. The nuptial 
character of man and woman in marriage is the created reflection of 
the nuptial life of the infinite Creator, three divine Persons in one 
divine Being. Love is the soul, we might even say, of all created 
reality because Love is the soul, we might say, of the Infinite God. 
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That love we can describe as nuptial. For this reason God describes 
himself as the Bridegroom and his chosen people as his Bride. 

As St John writes in one of his inspired Letters, God is love. 
Christ came to reveal the love of God in his own person. He is the 
Bridegroom and he looks upon his Church as his Bride. We who are 
baptized share in this relationship with the Bridegroom. As our Lord 
said to his disciples, I have not called you servants, but friends. The 
Christian religion consists in friendship with the person of Jesus, 
powered by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us then, by the grace of 
Christ, show our love for him by keeping his commandments and 
walking with him on his way. 
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The Season of 
Lent 



Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 11:24, 25, 27 You are merciful to all, O 
Lord, and despise nothing that you have made. You overlook 
people’s sins, to bring them to repentance, and you spare them, for 
you are the Lord our God. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may begin with holy fasting this 
campaign of Christian service, so that, as we take up battle against 
spiritual evils, we may be armed with weapons of self-restraint. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 2:12-18; Psalm 50; 

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2; Matthew 6:1-6.16-18 

Jesus said, Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness ’ 
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and on the streets, to be honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
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done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not be like 
the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and 
on the street corners to be seen by men. / tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. When 
you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure 
their faces to show men they are fasting. / tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that 
you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 
6 : 1 - 6 . 16 - 18 ) 

Lenten renewal One of the first things we notice in our 
Gospel passage today is that our Lord assumes that in the practice of 
religion there will be prayer, fasting and assistance to the needy. The 
whole sweep of the Old Testament illustrates these features of 
revealed religion. The books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy and 
various prophets insisted on the life of prayer and worship in both the 
nation and individuals. At the same time, the prophets repeatedly 
condemned a religion that was punctilious about ritual while 
practising injustice and neglect of the poor. Fasting and self-denial 
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were institutions of religion. We read in the Gospels examples of all 
this. St Luke writes that Zechariah and Elizabeth were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord (1:6). He tells us of Anna the prophetess who 
“never left the Temple, but served God night and day with fasting 
and prayer” (2:37). John the Baptist in his prayerful and penitential 
life preached almsgiving towards the needy and justice towards all 
(3: 10-14). Our Lord assumes that this is understood, and the Church 
has always taught that prayer, self-denial as exemplified in fasting, 
and a life of active charity as manifested in almsgiving, are the pillars 
of an interior and genuine religion. The first question we may ask 
ourselves, then, especially at the threshold of the time of renewal 
which is the whole meaning of Lent, is, have I yet set in place within 
my own life these three foundations of a religious life? Our Lord’s 
words assume that we understand that there must be in our life 
genuine prayer, self-denial and active concern for the needy. If we 
are earnest in our religion the likelihood is that we will be strong in 
one respect and weak in another. Our prayer could be genuine while 
almsgiving could be very weak. Whatever be the case, a renewal of 
these great foundations in one or other respect will doubtless be 
necessary. During the season of Lent God offers us the grace to 
attain this needed renewal. 
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But our Lord’s words especially direct our attention to an ever¬ 
present danger in religion as in all human activity. What we do we 
can easily be doing for our own glory rather than for the glory of 
God. The temptation is to seek the esteem of our fellow-men rather 
than to seek the approval of God alone. Now, all know this. Even 
the non-religious, secular man will understand that religion is 
corrupted by practising it in order to gain a personal advantage, such 
as the esteem of others. What our Lord also points out, though, is 
what it is in practice that introduces the danger of this corruption of 
religion. It is taking steps to do all this precisely in the sight of men - 
so that what we do will be seen. Let us listen again to our Lord’s 
words: “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. ” The best thing, then, is to try to practise one’s 
almsgiving in secret, in the sight of God alone. This avoids the 
temptation of a corruption of our motives, of secretly doing it in 
order to gain the esteem of men. Our Lord repeats his point: “when 
you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, 
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you.” Of course, our Lord is not saying that we must not 
pray nor assist others unless we can do it away from the sight of 
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others, but he is pointing to the special danger inherent in doing these 
things under the obserx’ation of our fellow-man. Our Lord makes 
this same point in relation to fasting: “ when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that 
you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you ” (Matthew 
6: 1-6.16-18). The danger will be to want to be seen doing these 
things, in order to win the esteem of those who observe us. Of 
course, at the same time we must bear witness before others to God 
and his holy will, but our Lord’s words remind us that our motive in 
everything is to serve and please God alone. 

During the season of Lent, we have the opportunity, 
accompanied by the grace of God, of working at a renewal of our 
Christian life. There are three foundations, three pillars of this life in 
Christ in terms of our own action: prayer, self-denial and works of 
mercy. Let us try to identify those areas in which we are deficient, 
and then take practical steps to grow strong in them. Let us depend 
on the grace of God, while being on guard against the secret desire to 
win the esteem of others. This will corrupt our religion and we will 
lose all reward from our Father in heaven. 

-- 
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Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 55 (54): 17-20, 23 When I cried to the 
Lord, he heard my voice; he rescued me from those who attack me. 
Entrust your cares to the Lord, and he will support you. 

Collect Prompt our actions with your inspiration, we pray, O Lord, 
and further them with your constant help, that all we do may always 
begin from you and by you be brought to completion. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1; Luke 9:22-25 

And Jesus said, The Son of Man must suffer many things and 
be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and 
he must be put to death and on the third day be raised to life. Then 
he scad to them all: If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and 
yet lose or forfeit his very self? (Luke 9: 22-25) 

Self-denial There are many mysteries in the Christian 
religion. That is to say, there are many things in it that cannot be 
explained by recourse to mere human reason. If it is understood who 
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God is, God the Creator, Sustainer and Lord of the universe, what is 
to be made of the dogma — a dogma, mind you — that the man 
Jesus of Nazareth was and is this same God? It is a staggering 
proposition. It is not proposed as a species of myth, but as a hard, 
objective historical fact. Furthermore, the one God is three distinct 
Persons, of whom Jesus of Nazareth is one. Moreover, the Christian 
religion states, as coming from Jesus of Nazareth, that he, Jesus, is 
the only way to God. “No one comes to the Father but through me .” 
And so we could go on. The Christian religion is a religion of divine 
mysteries revealed by God in history and transcending the power of 
human understanding, though not, of course, the power of human 
apprehension. We can apprehend that Jesus is God in the sense that 
we can be fully aware of it and accept the fact on the basis of his 
word, though we cannot fully understand how it could be so. On the 
basis of his word we can fully apprehend that the holy Sacrament of 
the Eucharist is the living risen Jesus under the appearances — 
appearances only — of bread and wine, while not at all being able to 
understand how it could be so. In our Gospel today we are presented 
with a species of mystery in what our Lord describes as his necessary 
path. He says, “The Son of man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he 
must be put to death and on the third day be raised to life.’’'’ Why in 
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the divine plan was it necessary for the Son of Man to suffer and to 
die and then to rise, in order to enter into his glory, all the while 
remaining sovereignly free? I freely lay down my life, he tells us in 
the Gospel of St John, and I freely take it up again. These things are 
not explained to us, but the fact of the matter is revealed. It was the 
divine plan that the incarnate Son of God should suffer and die as 
man for us. It wrought our salvation and revealed the astounding 
love of God for us. 

But now, there is a tremendous implication flowing from this 
for every person who aspires to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and our 
Lord spells it out in our Gospel passage today. Having set forth the 
necessary path which he as Messiah and Redeemer of man had in full 
freedom to follow, he explains with the utmost clarity the path his 
disciple has also in full freedom to follow. The disciple must follow 
in the path of the Master. He must follow in his footsteps. That is 
the way to glory. “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me." Self-denial and 
the embrace of the cross is the daily route for the Christian. It is a 
very hard saying and it requires the grace not so much of 
understanding why it is so, but of apprehending that it is so because 
it is the path of the Master. It must be clearly apprehended if true 
progress in discipleship is to be made. When it comes to 
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apprehension, one can apprehend really or one can apprehend but 
nationally. On the word of the Master the disciple accepts this way of 
life, the way of the cross in union with Jesus. He, the true disciple, 
has a realization of it. He fully accepts it because his Master has 
followed this way and has taught it to be the condition of any true 
following of him. The vivid apprehension and acceptance of this is a 
great grace and one to be prayed for. It has distinguished the lives of 
the saints and their deepest joy consisted in their close following of 
the Master along the way of the cross. The embrace of the cross for 
love of Jesus due to faith in his word is the sign of the action of the 
Holy Spirit in their hearts, transforming their minds into the likeness 
of Christ. Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, St Paul 
writes. This especially applies to the apprehension and acceptance of 
the Christian doctrine of the Cross. And so our Lord continues, “For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me will save it ” (Luke 9: 22-25). When Christ announced the 
doctrine of the Eucharist many left him. It was too hard. The 
doctrine of the cross is hard, but it distinguishes Christ’s disciple. 

Naturally speaking one cannot be enthusiastic about suffering 
and self-denial. It requires a supernatural perspective. That 
perspective is the perspective of Christ. In our Gospel passage today 
our Lord makes it abundantly clear that essential to his mission was 
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the cross, suffering and death. It was the summit and the source of 
the redemption he came to win for mankind. For this reason the 
Mass is the summit and the source of the Christian life, for the Mass 
is Calvary made present sacramentally. The implication of it for the 
Christian is, though, that his path is following Christ along his way, 
the way of the cross. Let us then pray for the grace to apprehend this 
with the utmost clarity, and to accept it in all its daily implications. 

-- 
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Friday after Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 30 (29): 11 The Lord heard and had mercy on 
me; the Lord became my helper. 

Collect Show gracious favour, O Lord, we pray, to the works of 
penance we have begun, that we may have strength to accomplish 
with sincerity the bodily observances we undertake. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Isaiah 58:1-9; Psalm 50; Matthew 9:14-15 

Then John’s disciples came and asked him, How is it that we 
and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast? Jesus 
answered, How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is 
with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken 
from them; then they will fast. (Matthew 9: 14-15) 

Newness of Christ One of the reasons why the Roman 
Empire lasted so long and successfully despite its various 
convulsions (such as its assassinations of emperors and its military 
coups) was its policy towards religions. It was tolerant of the various 
gods and goddesses of the peoples it subjected, and tried to 
incorporate them into its pantheon of heavenly powers. It saw this as 
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a religious policy making for a religious empire. One emperor had 
among his religious statues and figures of gods, Moses, Jesus, and 
various other identities he thought were the object of the cult of 
various peoples. The empire recognized the problem it faced with 
Israel, for Israel was of course monotheistic. But while Israel 
continually chafed at its political subjection and in due course openly 
rebelled, its monotheism was not especially aggressive. While it 
refused any recognition of other gods, it did not actively attempt to 
replace the gods of the empire with its own one only God. The case 
was different with the new sect, Christianity. To the empire the 
Christians appeared to claim that the only God was Christ, and they 
seemed actively to preach that all the gods of the empire were 
nothing. This was, for Rome, a form of atheism. The Christians had 
for their aim to bring all to acknowledge Christ alone, and they were 
prepared to die for this tenet. It was, then, perceived to be a major 
subversion of the religious fabric of the Roman civilization and had 
to be put down. All this serves to illustrate the newness of the person 
of Jesus Christ and the religion he revealed and founded. He was the 
founder of something extraordinarily new and it would become the 
basis of a new civilization that would conquer and transform the old. 
At its heart was the very person of Jesus. He was the Lord of the 
world and of the heavens. All depended on him, and all the nations 


- 313 - 



were to be his disciples and to do what he had commanded. He was 
the King of an active and expanding kingdom, not a kingdom of this 
world, but certainly a kingdom in this world. All authority in heaven 
and on earth was his. Before him there was no rival. This was the 
new message and it proclaimed something very new. 

Something of this utter newness of Christ and of what he was 
bringing to the world is suggested to us in our Gospel passage today. 
Why do your disciples not fast, the disciples of John asked him. 
They could not understand it, for Jesus was manifestly a prophet and 
teacher of the ways of God. John taught us to fast. The Pharisees 
teach their disciples to fast. It is clearly part and parcel of genuine 
religion, and yet you neglect to insist that your disciples fast. Our 
Lord does not deny their point that fasting and self-denial are a 
necessary part of true religion. He tells them that for the moment 
something else must be driven home to his disciples — and it his 
own person. His disciples must come to appreciate and love him. He 
is the centre of their life and religion, and they must learn that this is 
so. He is the bridegroom. Indeed, John the Baptist had told this to 
his own disciples. John had to decrease for the bridegroom had 
arrived, and he, John, was merely the friend of the bridegroom. This 
expression, the bridegroom, had been used by the prophets to speak 
of Yahweh God. He was the one and only bridegroom of his people, 
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and here our Lord was using it of himself. He was utterly unique, 
utterly new. His disciples had to appreciate this right to the core of 
their souls. For this reason, as our Lord said, “How can the guests of 
the bridegroom mourn while he is with them?'''’ But the time would 
come when he would be gone, and then they would fast. Our Lord 
presses home his point that in him religion was altogether new. 
“ No-one sews a patch of un-shrunken cloth on an old garment, for 
the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 
Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 
skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be 
ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are 
preserved ” (Matthew 9: 14-15). The religion Christ was revealing 
and founding was not just a better version of what John and the 
Pharisees lived and taught. Though issuing from the old, his religion 
was, paradoxically, new, and he was its heart and soul. 

Let us preserve in our hearts a lively sense of the wondrous 
newness of Christ and the Christian religion. He is incomparable, 
unique, altogether new. He is the new wine in the new wineskins. In 
him, as St Paul writes, resides every heavenly blessing. In him 
subsists the fullness of the Godhead bodily. There is one Lord of all 
reality, whether seen or unseen, and that Lord is Jesus. He is the 
divine Son of the Father, and shares with him the divine Spirit. He is 
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God-with-us, and he dwells in his body the Church to bring to 
mankind the life of God. He is the treasure of every man and 
woman! 

-- 
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Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 69 (68): 17 Answer us, Lord, for your 
mercy is kind; in the abundance of your mercies, look upon us. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, look with compassion on our 
weakness and ensure us your protection by stretching forth the right 
hand of your majesty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58:9-14; Psalm 85; Luke 5:27-32 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name 
of Levi sitting at his tax booth. Follow me, Jesus said to him, and 
Levi got up, left everything and followed him. Then Levi held a great 
banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors 
and others were eating with them. But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 
disciples, Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 
‘sinners’? Jesus answered them, It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. 1 have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. (Luke 5: 27-32) 

Repentance Place yourself in this wonderful scene. Jesus 
“went out" — we are not told why. He just “went out” (Greek: 
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exelthen). Perhaps, though, one reason was in order to pass by the 
tax booth of Levi, the tax collector. Perhaps he had seen him before 
and had discerned what was in him. Who knows! Or perhaps it was 
just a chance meeting. In any case, Christ “saw” Levi: he gazed at 
him, and with a simple invitation, the invitation he had extended to 
others of the Twelve, he said, “Follow me." Two momentous words, 
which if Levi had hesitated and delayed might have signalled the loss 
of a tremendous vocation. But no, he immediately got up from his 
chair and table, left everything and followed our Lord. The tax 
collector of the day was regarded as among the sinners of the day. 
Our Lord once told a parable of the Pharisee and the Publican 
praying in the Temple. It was contrasting the prayer of the 
supposedly good person with the prayer of the sinner. Levi the 
publican was called and he immediately answered. It was a 
magnificent turning point in his life and among other things it 
marked the abandonment of his dallying with sin. By that I mean 
that, while of course he remained a sinner and had to struggle with 
sin in his life, now, having Jesus for his Master, this struggle was on 
in real earnest. The following of Christ involved a grand repentance 
from sin. We can imagine his joy at being invited to be a companion 
of Jesus Christ and to share in his work, the work of bringing 
redemption from sin to the world. Let us imagine him asking our 


- 318 - 



Lord if he could hold a banquet for him in his home, a banquet to 
which he could invite his friends and associates so that they too 
could have the privilege of meeting and seeing Jesus. We remember 
how our Lord invited himself to the home of Zacchaeus, a leading 
tax collector. Zacchaeus welcomed him warmly and, most 
importantly, turned away in dramatic fashion from his life of sin. 
Could we not expect that many, perhaps most, even maybe all, of 
those “tax collectors and others” who were subsequently at Levi’s 
banquet, repented from their sinful lives? 

This is conjecture, but what is not conjecture is the enormity of 
sin in the sight of God. Our Lord defined his mission in terms of the 
sin of the world. When challenged for associating with sinners our 
Lord said that this is why he had come, “to call sinners to 
repentance” (Luke 5: 27-32). All (as St Paul stresses) are under the 
power of sin, and Christ had come to call all to repentance. As John 
the Baptist had said to his own disciples, Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. It is sin which has ruined the 
world. It is sin which has brought death and suffering. Sin is the 
origin of evil in the world. The one thing necessary is that it be taken 
away. God was doing his side of it: he was taking upon himself the 
gigantic task of expiating for it all. Our side of it is to repent, and we 
have received the grace of God to make this possible. How much 
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there is to repent of! Sins innumerable mark our days and the one 
thing necessary is to repent of them. One of the characteristic 
features of getting older is that memories seem to rise more 
frequently before us. These are memories of hurts, bitterness, 
regrets, together with happy memories too. One important area of 
memory is the memory of sins. Now this can be turned into an 
opportunity, as can the memory of hurts and injustices. The memory 
of hurts and injustices can be turned into a frequent opportunity to 
pray for those who have hurt and injured us. So too the memory of 
past sins can be the opportunity to repent of them. We should ask the 
Holy Spirit for the grace to repent of all the sins which we remember. 
Every sin that is remembered ought to be repented of, seeking there 
and then the pardon of our Redeemer. The Catholic Christian also 
has the inestimable benefit of the Sacrament of Penance in which 
Christ is encountered precisely as forgiving our sins. Our past sins 
should be brought before him as they are remembered, and his 
pardon sought. With that gift of pardon comes the grace of resolving 
to turn away from sin in the future. 

In our Gospel today our Lord explains why he has come. He 
has come to deal with the sin of the world and to call all to 
repentance. Let us understand clearly then that if we aspire to be a 
disciple of Christ, repentance from sin must distinguish our daily life. 
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Let us pray for the grace to repent of all sin, all sin of the present and 
all sin of the past. Let our memories of past sins be turned to good 
account, by repenting of them as they are recalled — repenting of 
them in our hearts, and repenting of them in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, which is a principal source of personal sanctification. 

-- 
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First Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 91 (90): 15-16 When he calls on me, I will 
answer him; I will deliver him and give him glory, I will grant him 
length of days. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, through the yearly observances of holy 
Lent, that we may grow in understanding of the riches hidden in 
Christ and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 9:8-15; Psalm 24; 

1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:12-15 

At once the Spirit sent Jesus out into the desert, and he was in 
the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the 
wild animals, and angels attended him. After John was put in prison, 
Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. The 
time has come, he said. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and 
believe the good news! (Mark 1:12-15) 

Temptation It scarcely needs to be said that the life of man 
is one of struggle against temptation. That is to say, temptations 
keep coming and the battle does not end with one victory or defeat. 
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Let us observe in passing, though, that there is something to be said 
for being in this condition rather than, say, having one’s entire 
destiny hang on the balance of one single test or trial. It is agreed 
that the angels determine their destiny by one great choice. They see 
all there is to be seen in the issue ahead and they choose for or 
against God accordingly. With fallen man the case is different. Let 
that point introduce for our consideration the abasement of God the 
Son assuming the state and condition of man and permitting himself 
to be tempted to sin. Of course, his temptations to sin did not arise 
from a fallen and disordered human nature in him — what we call 
the “flesh.” They arose from the other two great sources, the world 
and the devil. For instance, after Simon Peter had given his 
magnificent profession of faith in our Lord as Messiah and Son of 
God, he attempted to dissuade our Lord from the path of suffering 
and death. This was a temptation coming from outside of him not to 
obey the will of his heavenly Father, and our Lord immediately 
indicated its source. In full view of his disciples Jesus sternly 
rebuked Peter, addressing him as “Satan.” He said that the way he 
thought was of “man” and not of God. So Peter was thinking as did 
the world, and Satan was actively behind it. There were many other 
temptations bearing down on the sinless Christ. There was the 
pressure of the leaders of the people. There were the people 
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themselves who pressured to make him a king. There were those 
who abandoned him because his teaching on the Eucharist was too 
hard a saying. Behind all these pressures was the baleful pressure of 
Satan. Christ, of course, was resolute in his unconquerable 
sinlessness, but it all illustrates that being fully man he assumed our 
state and condition, including the condition of being tempted. 

Especially noteworthy is one temptation which is recorded as 
having come directly from Satan. Our Gospel passage today (Mark 
1: 12-15) from Mark narrates that as soon as Christ received the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism by John, the same divine Spirit sent him into the 
desert where he was tempted by Satan. The Gospel of St Matthew 
gives us much more detail about the temptations in the desert. Satan 
actually attempted to get Christ to turn from the worship of the one 
only God, his heavenly Father, and to worship him. The promise — 
the carrot at the end of the stick, we might say — was that he would 
be given the rule of the entire world. No one had ruled the world — 
Alexander the Great had not, nor had or would the Caesars. The 
Gospel of St Matthew tells us that this was promised to one man, 
Jesus Christ, and the promise came from Satan himself. Christ did 
intend to rule the world but here was a temptation to do it quickly 
and in a worldly sense. The price was that he worship not God but 
Satan! Christ sent him packing, but it reminds us that Christ shared 
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our condition to the full with the exception of personal sin. Today’s 
scene of Christ in the desert being tempted by Satan reminds us also 
of the ultimate implication of every sin. In the final analysis it 
involves a turning away from the one God to worship something 
else. The slightest deliberate venial sin is a slight turn in that 
direction, and it is deliberate. The more venial sins that are 
committed, the more there is confirmed our turn in that direction. 
Finally there is the fall into mortal sin, and that is a break with God, 
the logical result of which is eternal separation from him. There are 
temptations which correspond directly to the temptation Satan 
presented to our Lord in the desert. Satan proposed to Christ that he 
worship him and receive in exchange the kingdoms of this world. 
Some forms of temptation can involve a similar deal — a dabbling 
with and acknowledgment of the powers of the occult, and in 
exchange receiving various advantages. There are other forms of the 
darkness of turning away from the one God, such as positive 
irreligion, atheism, agnosticism and polytheism. Let us hope that at 
least in many cases such steps and practices are born of sheer 
ignorance, but it is a state of great darkness nevertheless. In God is 
light and away from him there is only darkness. That ineffable Light 
has come among us and is given to us in Christ. 
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Let us contemplate the person of Jesus Christ, true God and 
true man, being tempted by Satan in the wilderness. Just think! The 
all-holy God made man is approached by the dark and putrid Demon 
who presumes to suggest to him, holding out a great incentive, that 
he abandon the one God and worship another god — himself, no 
less. That is the ultimate issue. Is it to be God, or is it to be 
something or someone else instead? That is the daily choice before 
us. Let us take our stand with Jesus and never leave his side, no 
matter what be the cost. Christ, yes! sin, never! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.2110- 
2141 (“No other gods before me”; The name “Christian”) 

-- 
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Monday of the first week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 123 (122):2-3 Like the eyes of slaves on 
the hand of their lords, so our eyes are on the Lord our God, till he 
show us his mercy. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 

Collect Convert us, O God our Saviour, and instruct our minds by 
heavenly teaching, that we may benefit from the works of Lent. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 19:1-2.11-18; Psalm 18; 

Matthew 25:31-46 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He 
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. For l was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, l 
was a stranger and you invited me in, / needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
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you came to visit me. ’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or 
in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, 7 tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me. ’ Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, l 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, 1 
was sick and in prison and you did not look after me. ’ They also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you? ’ He 
will reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 
least of these, you did not do for me. ’ Then they will go away to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. (Matthew 
25:31-46) 

The judgment of God I well remember how it used to be 
thought among some Christian circles that to do things in view of the 
judgment of God is a bit unworthy of the Christian life. What ought 
to be the distinguishing feature of a Christian life, it was said, is the 
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love of God, and love casts out fear. Of course, properly understood 
this statement can be taken as true. The love of God does distinguish 
the Christian religion. I remember one expert in Islamic studies 
maintaining that Islam critiques Christianity for its failing to 
emphasise sufficiently the transcendence of God. He said that in this 
respect Islam does not look on God as Father, and certainly not in the 
sense Christ taught — as Abba! dear Father! — but rather as the 
sovereign Lord and Master. Allah is Master rather than Father. If 
this is a fair analysis then it highlights the fact that the love of God 
distinguishes the Christian religion, with its roots of course in the 
religion of the Old Testament - but brought to dramatic fulfilment in 
and by Christ. God is love and the religion he revealed is one of 
love. Accordingly, the love of God progressively casts out fear and 
perhaps it may be said that the absolute perfection of love will cast 
out all fear. But on the way to this perfection of love the fear of God 
will be wholesomely present. And what is it that man has reason to 
fear? It is the judgment of God, because he, man, is a sinner. His 
trust is in the merits of Christ, but he finds he continues to sin 
nevertheless. While Christ came to reveal in his person and teaching 
the love of God, he also revealed the judgment of God. Indeed, it 
would be difficult to show that any founder of a great religion 
emphasised as much the judgment of God on mankind as did Christ. 
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John Henry Newman once wrote that the thought of a judgment is 
the first principle of religion, implying that without this thought 
religion is weak in its beginning point and foundation. With it, 
religion has a chance of being genuine and strong. So Christ’s 
emphasis on the divine judgment has the effect, if taken seriously, of 
giving to personal religion a sure and strong basis. 

In the history of religions Christ’s description of the judgment 
of God as given in our passage today is near to being unique. The 
first thing to be said about it is that Jesus himself will be the one and 
only Judge of all mankind. He will judge Buddha. He will judge 
Confucius. He will judge Mahomet and all the followers of these 
religions. He will judge the great and the mighty, such as Alexander 
the Great, Julius Caesar, Genghis Khan, and all who have exerted 
great power in the world. He will judge the small too, the ones who 
have had but one talent but who have failed to use it. Our Lord told a 
parable about the talents given to various servants. The harshest 
judgment in the parable was made on the one who was lazy and 
wicked in not using the one talent he had been given. What is the 
significance of the little man? His significance is that the vast flow of 
history depends on all the little men. If they each and all do their 
little bit in obeying God, the plan of God in history is more able to 
succeed. Yes, they too will be judged by God, as will the great and 
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the mighty. In our passage today our Lord makes it clear that he 
himself will be the Judge, and he will judge everyone,. Moreover, not 
only will each be judged individually, but at the last all will be 
judged together. That is to say, at the end of time Christ will judge 
the entire world. “ When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and cdl 
the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left” 
(Matthew 25: 31-46). The upshot will be awful. Those on the right 
will go to heaven forever, and those on the left will go to hell 
forever. This great Fact ought to underpin all that we do because, 
granted the precariousness of life, we all stand moment by moment 
on the edge. One heartbeat can send us into the hands of the 
all-powerful living God. 

A lively awareness of the judgment of God as revealed by 
Christ provides a firm foundation and constant stimulus to a vital 
religion. It makes the presence of God felt, for reward and 
punishment are ahead. Our eternal happiness is at stake. In light of 
this solid fact of the divine judgment we are able to appreciate the 
love of God who has done so much to save and sanctify us, for he 
wants us to be with him in heaven forever. Let us then take to heart 
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our Lord’s account of the judgment he will deliver on each and every 
person who walks the road of human history. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the first week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 90 (89): 1-2 O Lord, you have been our 
refuge, from generation to generation; from age to age, you are. 

Collect Look upon your family, Lord, that, through the chastening 
effects of bodily discipline, our minds may be radiant in your 
presence with the strength of our yearning for you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm33; Matthew 6: 7-15 

And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for 
they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be 
like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as 
we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one. ’ For if you forgive men when they 
sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if 
you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins. (Matthew 6:7-15) 
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The Lord’s Prayer It could be said that one of the most 
distinctive features of human civilization is its prayer. The spirit of a 
civilization is revealed in the nature and quality of its prayer. 
Archaeologists look for the monuments and remains of the religious 
life of the site they are digging. The religious myths and ritual of a 
society are immensely important as a window to the culture. We 
could say that, with the exception of the modern Western secular 
culture, it is expected by scholars that a society will have been 
religious and that prayer to the gods (or God) will have profoundly 
marked its life. For this historical reason alone it is clear that prayer 
to the unseen powers above is a central feature of the life of man and 
that in the main, man can be described as a religious being. With this 
as our backdrop, our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel are of deep 
interest. It is God the Son who advises man on how to pray, and as 
we listen to his words we ought to think also of his own prayer life. 
How great must have been his prayer! Prior to the commencement of 
his public ministry he withdrew into the wilderness and spent forty 
days in prayer and fasting. We read of how after an intense day of 
teaching and healings, very early the next morning he rose and went 
off to pray. We read of his spending whole nights in prayer to God. 
He was consumed with zeal for his Father’s House and on one 
occasion threw the buyers and sellers out of the Temple. My 
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Father’s House is a house of prayer , he said. On another occasion, 
his disciples, seeing him at prayer asked him to teach them to pray 
just as John had taught his disciples. Christ’s public ministry was 
intense, and so too was his life of prayer. Jesus Christ is plainly the 
greatest man of religion in the history of the world, and as man he is 
unique because he is also God. What he has to say of prayer must, 
therefore, be of incomparable importance to man in view of the 
abiding importance of prayer and religion to mankind. Let us 
therefore consider what Christ has to say about prayer in our Gospel 
today. 

To begin with, Christ states that man’s prayer to God must be 
simple and direct. Here, then, right at the outset we have a marked 
difference from how man usually addresses the great and mighty. 
When a person enters the presence of human majesty or a great ruler, 
or some other high personage, his address is normally not simple and 
direct. He takes trouble to surround it with great flourish and 
adornment in order, among other things, to please and even flatter the 
exalted one he is addressing. In this way he thinks he will gain his 
petition. It should not be so when we address God, our Lord says. 
Do not use lots of words, he says, like the heathens. They think they 
will be heard because of their luxurious, repetitious and empty 
address. Remember before whom you stand. Remember that he, 
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your God, knows what you need before you ask him. Remember that 
you have received all that you are and have from him. Remembering 
this, simply and humbly present your petitions. Our Lord gives us a 
model prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, and its components are 
distinguished for their directness. If we set the Lord’s Prayer next to 
the many and great prayers of the religions of man, including even 
the prayers composed by some holy persons of the Christian religion, 
the Lord’s Prayer is remarkable for its simplicity. Had it not come 
from Jesus Christ many would, I think, dismiss it for its brevity and 
plainness. The prayer of Christ and the prayer he teaches is a simple 
prayer. What this in turn indicates is that the more advanced in 
prayer we become, the simpler it will be. This applies to the very 
heights of prayer, prayer in its highest forms, prayer that is infused 
by God and which is his gift. It becomes simpler and simpler, while 
filled more and more with love and understanding. Words are few, 
simple and oft repeated, giving expression to love. It is the simple 
yet profound murmur of the heart and soul led by the Holy Spirit in 
its union with God. That murmur is powerful and effective and its 
greatest expression is precisely the Prayer that Jesus our Lord teaches 
us in today’s Gospel (Matthew 6: 7-15). 

Because of the simplicity of the Lord’s Prayer we can be 
tempted to take it for granted and fail to allow it to shape our life of 
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prayer. The Lord’s Prayer was taught to us by the Son of God. 
There is, then, no prayer which is its equal. We ought not to allow it 
to become largely routine. Let it be our favourite prayer and the one 
which gradually over the course of life becomes the deepest prayer 
that we pray. Pope Paul VI, now beatified, finished his life praying 
the Lord’s Prayer. Let us treasure our Gospel passage today, for it is 
fundamental for man and human culture. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the first week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24):6, 2, 22 Remember your 
compassion, O Lord, and your merciful love, for they are from of 
old. Let not our enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of Israel, 
from all our distress. 

Collect Look kindly, Lord, we pray, on the devotion of your people, 
that those who by self-denial are restrained in body may by the fmit 
of good works be renewed in mind. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 50; Luke 11:29-32 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, This is a wicked 
generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it 
except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, 
so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. The Queen of the 
South will rise at the judgment with the men of this generation and 
condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. The 
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and 
now one greater than Jonah is here. (Luke 11: 29-32) 
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The person of Jesus There is no doubt about it — a 
prominent feature of the public activity of Jesus Christ was his 
miraculous works. The things he did were absolutely extraordinary. 
He effortlessly healed the sick, cured the blind, the lame and the 
diseased. At a word he calmed storms, walked on water, fed great 
multitudes with a handful of food, and even raised the dead. It took 
no more than a word, and often not even a word. For instance, a 
woman was cured by touching his garment, and in his human 
consciousness Christ did not know who it was who had thus been 
cured. We must remember that these things are not myths. They are 
solid facts of history. By his miracles he wished to reveal who he 
was , to point to his redemptive work, and to elicit total faith in 
himself. A close reading of the Gospel text would indicate, though, 
that his miracles did not achieve their intended result for very many 
of the people. They thronged to him to be cured, but many fell away 
at his teaching and his claims. Many even of his disciples abandoned 
him when he announced the doctrine of the Eucharist. The scribes 
and Pharisees repeatedly witnessed his miracles, but plotted 
implacably to destroy him. Judas as one of the Twelve had, during 
our Lord’s public ministry, even preached and worked miracles in his 
name and yet went on to betray him. The crowds wanted him to 
work miracles for their own benefit and the Pharisees demanded 
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miracles as a proof, but faith and repentance were not forthcoming in 
them. And so, even “as the crowds increased ”, we read our Lord 
saying in our Gospel today that “ This is a wicked generation. It asks 
for a miraculous sign”. Miraculous signs were being requested and 
granted to little true and lasting effect. We notice that as his public 
ministry advanced our Lord progressively put his miracles into the 
background, ordering people who had benefited not to tell others 
about them. He even countered one request with the accusation that 
the one requesting would only believe if he saw signs and wonders! 
It all leads us to reflect on faith, faith in Jesus. 

Let us notice the case of our Lord’s closest disciples. We read 
in the first chapter of St John’s Gospel that our Lord’s first two 
disciples followed him because of the testimony of John. “ There is 
the Lamb of Gocl!” John had said to them, and they immediately 
began to follow our Lord. They stayed with him for the rest of that 
day. Not a single miracle was done. They then recruited their close 
friends. Andrew brought his brother Simon to our Lord, after having 
told him that they had found the Messiah. After being called by our 
Lord, Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus. They believed primarily 
because of their very meeting with Jesus and because of the person 
they could see he was, the holiness of his life and the sublimity of his 
teaching. On the basis of this faith, our Lord’s miracles then had 


- 340 - 



their due effect - such as at the wedding feast of Cana. The miracles 
revealed more of the one in whom they believed. We are reminded 
of our Lord’s parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Both died, and 
with Lazarus now in his bosom, Abraham said to the rich man now 
in the depths of hell that Moses and the prophets were enough to 
convert his sin-loving brothers. If they would not listen to them, 
even if someone should rise from the dead it would make no 
difference. All this is to say that the principal requirement of faith is 
a proper disposition that is open to the gift of faith. This is the point 
we are surely reminded of by our Gospel passage today (Luke 11: 
29-32). God asks of us that our hearts be disposed to faith and 
repentance. He asks that we seek this grace from him, and the 
implication of our Lord’s words today is that the people to whom he 
was speaking — in this case the crowds — were not disposed to true 
faith in him. They were not disposed to God and his will, and so 
were “an evil generation.” They were very unlike the Ninevites who, 
at the preaching of Jonah, repented. They were unlike the Queen of 
the South who recognized the wisdom of Solomon and came to listen 
humbly to it. They were not good soil, ready to receive the seed. 

Let us resolve to contemplate the very person of Jesus every 
day. Let us resolve to remain in his company day in and day out, 
asking for the grace to love him and to appreciate his incomparable 
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person. Let us contemplate his teaching and the offer of his grace. 
Let us also watch him in the Gospels as he works his miracles, signs 
of his person and his work. The total mystery of Christ is God’s gift 
to us for our salvation and sanctification. Let us take our stand with 
him, then, and never leave him. 

-- 
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Thursday of the first week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 5:2-3 To my words give ear, O Lord; give 
heed to my sighs. Attend to the sound of my cry, my King and my 
God. 

Collect Bestow on us, we pray, O Lord, a spirit of always pondering 
on what is right and of hastening to carry it out, and, since without 
you we cannot exist, may we be enabled to live according to your 
will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Esther (ch.4) C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; 

Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8; Matthew 7:7-12 

Jesus said, Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door 
will be opened. Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him 
a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 
(Matthew 7:7-12) 
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Prayer of petition One of the defining differences between a 
scientifically-minded age and an age which may be called mythic- 
religious is the presence or otherwise of an appreciation of the 
physical laws of the world. Of course, this is to simplify and paint 
the picture with broad strokes. Nevertheless, in general terms a 
religious and mythic culture places primary emphasis on the active 
agency of the unseen powers above, be those powers but one or 
many. The man of such a culture will pray to the god of the sea or 
the god of war or the god of love in the hope that those higher 
powers will guide the course of events favourably. In his religious 
imagination the forces of nature have been divinized and the world is 
perceived as depending on the actions and decisions of those divine 
agents. Broadly speaking the events of the world are due to heavenly 
intervention. But in an age profoundly influenced by scientific 
discovery and the technology it gives rise to, the world is seen as 
dependent on its own physical and natural laws. Those laws are 
objective discoveries or hypotheses yet to be tested further by 
objective experiment. The gods and goddesses have been relegated 
to the status of interesting (though culturally important) myths. But 
now, granted the physical laws according to which the course of the 
world proceeds (however much they are subject to ongoing 
investigation), the obvious danger is that the man of a scientific age 
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will think that the world depends ultimately and only on its own 
laws. The whole of the divine tends to be relegated to the status of 
myth. Reality tends to be understood as nothing other than the 
world, and as depending on itself alone. The visible universe is the 
great Fact beyond which there is no other fact. The divine is set 
aside as a private and optional opinion. Thus culture passes from 
being religious to being secular. One great mistake has been 
replaced by a much greater one. Now, an indicator of this difference 
is a readiness to engage in the prayer of petition. 

The mythic-religious age is constantly praying to the gods for 
favours. The scientific age is marked by a profound scepticism about 
the prayer of petition. Of course, this is to speak in generalities and 
great scientists abound who are profoundly religious. Nevertheless 
the agnostic, secular scientist is now common, even typical of the 
scientific age. More serious, though, is the fact that the mind and 
imagination of the common man has become secularized — in the 
sense that he tends all too often to look on the world as dependent 
wholly and solely on itself. The media — which Pope Paul VI when 
visiting Australia in 1970 described as world power number one — is 
secular in spirit and outlook. The world proceeds according to its 
own laws and there is no point in looking to Someone beyond for 
aid. In the history of man and his cultures this is an aberration and in 
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correcting the past the present has lost the jewels, we might say. We 
of the modem secular age tend to think that prayer is of little or no 
practical value, except as a kind of opiate (as Marx famously said of 
religion). Hence it is that our Lord’s teaching is of supreme 
relevance for modem man. He tells us that God, the one God, is real 
and that the course of the world — which indeed has its laws which 
come from him — depends on him entirely. Most importantly, he, 
the Creator, is a Person whose life is love. He cares. He is the 
Father Almighty. He loves us. He will hear our prayer. Our Lord 
reveals in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 7:7-12) that he will 
certainly hear our prayer, though we see from elsewhere in the 
Gospels that it may be in ways we do not expect. Our Lord tells us 
that “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; 
he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 
Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if 
he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 

Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel are especially telling for 
our secular and scientifically minded age. We tend to think that 
technology is the only help for man in his dealing with the world. 
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Prayer is useless because the world with its laws is all there is. But 
no. Prayer is the most powerful activity that is possible for man 
because God in Christ has revealed that he will hear our prayer. Just 
how God will answer our prayer is not for us to say. Nor is it for us 
to say how God’s help will relate to the laws he has given to the 
world. But answer our prayers he will, on both the stage of personal 
life and on the stage of the whole world. Let us then pray, asking 
God for all we need. Christ, on whom the world depends, urges us to 
do this. 
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Friday of the first week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 17-18 Set me free from my 
distress, O Lord. See my lowliness and suffering, and take away all 
my sins. 

Collect Grant that your faithful, O Lord, we pray, may be so 
conformed to the paschal observances, that the bodily discipline now 
solemnly begun may bear fruit in the souls of all. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said, / tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly 
not enter the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was said to 
the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will 
be subject to judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with 
his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to 
his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who 
says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. Therefore, if 
you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of 
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the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and 
offer your gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is 
taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or 
he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over 
to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, 
you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. (Matthew 
5:20-26) 

Forgiveness During the last two years of the eighteenth 
century there broke out in Ireland what is called the Wicklow 
Rebellion against the English occupiers. One if its leaders was 
Michael Dwyer, and his second-in-command was his cousin Hugh 
Byrne. After a dramatic escape from prison Hugh Byme rejoined the 
small band that was still left and there they held out in the forests till 
a settlement was agreed upon with the English. They were 
transported as exiles (not convicts) to Australia, arriving in Sydney at 
the beginning of 1806. Hugh Byrne’s wife was Sarah (Dwyer) and 
they arrived with two of their three children, the eldest (Philip) 
having been left behind, aged 7, in Ireland with relatives. They had 
various difficulties in Australia, beginning with an unjust persecution 
by Governor Bligh. They went on to have a total of fourteen 
children. Hugh died in 1842 and Sarah died at the age of about 97, 
having lived to see many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
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The point that is of relevance here, though, is the obituary at Sarah’s 
death. Its writer, in describing her funeral Mass and burial, 
especially notes how her memory remained clear till the end. She 
had lived nearly seventy years in Australia and could look back on 
their terrible experiences long ago in Ireland — but she was not bitter 
with the English. She understood them and spoke kindly of them. 
She ended her very long life with a heart marked by gentleness and 
forgiveness. That was undoubtedly one of her great achievements 
and it marked a great heart. I have heard of a different kind of 
tragedy. It is of those who, having suffered great injustices, can 
never forgive. They live their lives with a profound bitterness in 
their hearts. Even more sadly, I have heard of such people suffering 
a further affliction - that of sinking into Alzheimer’s disease and 
other kinds of dementia. They become locked within their terrible 
memories and have lost their power to resist or manage them. They 
may also have failed to forgive, and this too is locked within their 
dementia. Their lives become deeply painful and there is little that 
can be done to help them. There are two tragedies in such a life: 
what others had done to them, and that they were unable to forgive. 

In his great Apologia pro Vita Sua (1864) Blessed John Henry 
Newman describes in graphic detail the suffering and evil that marks 
the world. It is the sight of woe upon woe. Novels have been written 
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having as their theme the wave upon wave of suffering that can 
stamp a human life. Why are some lives especially noted for their 
reversals and sufferings, in large measure coming from others? We 
cannot say, but suffering there will be in every life. This is 
unavoidable. The burning question is, what is to be the response of 
the heart to the suffering that is or has been endured? Very often the 
response is violent: revenge is taken and the one who has caused the 
suffering is harmed. Now, what is great about mere revenge? More 
to the point, what does God have to say about it? God will have none 
of it. Not only does he indict murder but he indicts even anger. Let 
us listen to our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage: ‘Tow have 
heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment. ’ But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. 
Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the 
Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the 
fire of heir (Matthew 5:20-26). God understands the immense 
difficulty posed to the person who suffers hurt, but he will not allow 
a surrender to anger. Anger must be resisted and replaced by 
forgiveness and reconciliation. Our Lord is not saying that crimes 
and injustices must not be resisted and go unpunished. The good 
order of society requires law, policing, trial, sentencing. But the 
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heart of man must be freed of anger and bitterness. Love must 
replace hate in the human heart. Forgiveness must replace 
vengeance. That is the challenge facing every human life. Let this 
mind be in you, St Paul writes, that was in Christ Jesus. Every 
person ought to pray for the grace to do this, knowing that by 
contemplating with love the person and example of Christ, and 
relying on his grace, it is possible. What a great achievement it is to 
have forgiven everyone by the time we leave this life! 

Let us remember this. If by the grace of God we reach our 
heavenly homeland, then there in heaven we shall be filled with love 
for those, now in heaven, who have hurt and injured us in this life. 
After our purification in Purgatory, no hatred will be found in our 
hearts, nor in the hearts of those who are with us in heaven. We shall 
love those who injured us and we shall love to be with them. Why 
not begin this heaven here on earth? Why not start today? Sooner or 
later we shall have to forgive them completely. So then, now I 
begin! Let us pray for the grace to be able to reconcile ourselves with 
our brother while days are still left to us. We do not know how many 
days we have left, and God requires that we go to him only after 
having forgiven absolutely everyone. 

-- 
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Saturday of the first week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 19 (18): 8 The law of the Lord is perfect; 
it revives the soul. The decrees of the Lord are steadfast; they give 
wisdom to the simple. 

Collect Turn our hearts to you, eternal Lather, and grant that, 
seeking always the one thing necessary and carrying out works of 
charity, we may be dedicated to your worship. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; 

Matthew 5:43-48 

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and 
hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love 
you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more 
than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48) 
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Love of enemies Our Gospel passage today presents us 
with one of our Lord’s most famous and unique teachings. He 
contrasts what the people have been taught to that point with what he 
now teaches them. He begins by quoting Leviticus 19:18, in which 
Yahweh God commands the children of Israel to “love your 
neighbour as yourself.” The second part of what our Lord quotes is 
“and hate your enemy.” This is not in the text of Leviticus and may 
have had various origins and meanings. Perhaps it was a popular 
saying or teaching which our Lord is quoting, and which may mean 
that while you must love your neighbour, “you do not have to love 
your enemy.” This could have allowed for what most would regard 
as reasonable. Perhaps it was a kind of gloss — and even somewhat 
hyperbolic in meaning, similar to our Lord’s own statement that to 
follow him involved hating one’s own father, mother and one’s own 
life. Perhaps it had in mind the Old Testament strictures of 
separation from those beyond the community of Israel who by their 
contact could threaten the purity of the religious life of the nation. It 
is said that the sectaries of Qumran regarded hatred of those outside 
their community as a duty. We might even say that it represents the 
best that nature, with the help of God, could aspire to. Love your 
neighbour! How often in daily life this command is ignored, 
neglected and violated! It is neglected in family life, in the 
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workplace, in the life of the Church, and in society. If love for one’s 
neighbour — for one’s own fellows — could only prevail, how 
society would change! In everyday life the hearts of very many are 
filled with disinterest and irritation with their very neighbours. They 
are not even living the command of the Old Testament. Be all this as 
it may, the point to notice is that on the one hand Christ quotes the 
command of the Scriptures and how they had been understood. He 
then goes much further and commands on his own authority that we 
are to do far more: we are to love our very enemies. This is one of 
the truly distinctive things about the teaching of Christ. Of course, 
our Lord is not saying that injuries and the violation of human rights 
in human society are to go un-resisted. Christ is speaking of the 
religion that must fill our hearts. We are not to hate our enemies. 
Rather we are to love them. 

To love the one who has injured us is one of the most difficult 
things in the world. People pass throughout the whole of life never 
succeeding in doing this. Others do it with shining success. Listen 
to our Lord’s high and demanding directive. It pays repeating time 
and again. “7 tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 
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reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And 
if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect ” (Matthew 5:43-48). Our Lord tells us to 
keep our eyes on God our Father and to observe how he loves those 
who are not his friends. He showers them with good things, just as 
he gives good things to those who love him. So ought we: we ought 
to help those who injure us, and greet them as we would a brother. 
In this we must aim to be as perfectly like our Father in heaven as we 
can. So then, let us keep our eyes on God our Father as the model of 
our thoughts, words and deeds — especicdly our thoughts. Yes, 
indeed, we ought to be God-like in our thoughts about others. This is 
where the battlefield lies: in our mind, in our heart, in our 
imagination. We brood on what others do or have done. We 
imagine vengeance being taken on those who have hurt us. Have 
you ever seen a person talking to himself? I wonder how much of 
this is given over to hateful thoughts: saying vengeful things in our 
imaginings to those who have hurt us. Rather, we must ask for the 
grace to forgive and to love those who have injured us. When we see 
them rising before us in our memories, let us also see Christ gazing 
at us and pointing to the one we are thinking of. As that person 
appears before our mind’s eye, he says: Love him and pray for him! 
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Let us take up a plan of conquering all hatred in our hearts, so 
that we may be more worthy disciples of Christ and children of our 
Father in heaven. Remember: in heaven you will love those who 
have injured you and you will love to be with them, as they will you. 
Why not begin this now? It will greatly please God. So let us keep 
our eyes on Christ and God, and every time the image of someone 
who has injured us rises before us in our memory, whether that 
person be alive or dead, let us pray from our hearts for the wellbeing 
of that person. Christ stands with us asking us to pray for him. Let 
us pray for him with a smile, and ask God that we meet together 
merrily in heaven. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 8-9 Of you my heart has spoken, 
Seek his face. It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not your face 
from me. Or: Cf. Ps 25 (24):6, 2, 22 Remember your compassion, 
O Lord, and your merciful love, for they are from of old. Let not our 
enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of Israel, from all our 
distress. 

Collect O God, who have commanded us to listen to your beloved 
Son, be pleased, we pray, to nourish us inwardly by your word, that, 
with spiritual sight made pure, we may rejoice to behold your glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Psalm 116:10, 
15,16-19; Romans 8:3lb-34; Mark 9:2-10 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and 
led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he 
was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, 
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us 
put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for 
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Elijah. (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then 
a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the 
cloud: This is my Son, whom 1 love. Listen to him! Suddenly, when 
they looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except 
Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them 
orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, 
discussing what rising from the dead meant. (Mark 9: 2-10) 

Christ and the Scriptures Let our mind and imagination 
pass briefly over the centuries and the nations. Let us consider the 
religious leaders of man’s quest for God. Consider those great 
figures and the impact they had on millions of people — Abraham, 
Moses, Buddha, Confucius, Zoroaster, Mahomet. Where is there any 
record of an event like the one we read of in our Gospel today? I am 
referring to the intervention of God from within the cloud and what 
he said of Jesus Christ. Over a thousand years before this, Moses 
had led the children of Israel out of the land of slavery. In the 
wilderness of Sinai God had said that he would come in a dense 
cloud and that the people would hear him speak to Moses. Moses 
“entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain” (Exodus 24:18). 
From there the commandments were given. God spoke to Moses as 
to his friend. The chosen people witnessed the accompanying 
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phenomena from afar. God then accompanied his people in a cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire by night, and they had with them the Ark 
containing his words - the Commandments. In our Gospel scene 
today, the cloud again gathers and envelopes those who in Christ’s 
name will be sent to the peoples of the world, and who seminally 
represent the new people of God whom Christ would found - his 
Church. God speaks to them about their Lord and Master. Jesus 
Christ is not merely God’s dear friend as was Moses. He is God’s 
beloved Son. Jesus Christ is the Son of God and mankind’s Teacher, 
the one to whom God wants all to listen. “ Then a cloud appeared 
and enveloped diem, and a voice came from die cloud: This is my 
Son, whom I love. Listen to him! Suddenly, when they looked round, 
they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus ” (Mark 9: 2-10). 
The Father continues to point to him, risen from the dead, from 
generation to generation, in our own age and in each and every age. 
We do not listen to him as to someone who lived once and whose 
words are available in a venerable book — as one might read and 
study Plato, Aristotle or Mahomet. The Christian religion is not a 
religion simply of the Book, the Book which has recorded his words 
of the past. The Bible, most venerable of all books, is the vehicle of 
the living Saviour to whom we listen, and who speaks in and through 
that Book which has God as its author. 
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This is perhaps the first thing we are reminded of by today’s 
Gospel passage (Mark 9:2-10). As God pointed to the living Jesus as 
the Oracle to whom all are to listen, so he continues to point to him 
as the living Oracle of age after age. We do not see him physically 
as did the three Apostles. They heard the voice and saw the action, 
and then looked up again and saw “only Jesus”. Before them was the 
living Jesus to whom the Father directed them to listen. So it is now 
and always, though we do not see him physically. Just as he 
accompanied the three principal Apostles, those St Paul would later 
call the pillars of the infant Church, so too now the same Jesus, living 
and risen from the dead, accompanies us in his body the Church. 
From within his body of which he is the Head, he continues to speak 
to us. We must always remember that it is him, the living Jesus, to 
whom we listen. He speaks to us through the inspired Scriptures and 
he speaks to us through the Church’s living Tradition, both of which 
are authoritatively interpreted by the successor of Peter and, united to 
Peter, the successors of the Twelve. Thus does the living Jesus 
continue to speak to his disciples and through them to the world. Let 
us today think of the living Christ as he speaks to us in the 
Scriptures, especially the New Testament, and most especially in the 
Gospels. God himself is the author of this most precious of books 
and every time we take the Bible up or hear it read, let us remember 
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who it is who is its true author. It teaches without error those truths 
which are necessary for our salvation. The Holy Spirit inspired the 
human authors who wrote what he wanted to teach us, and the Holy 
Spirit guides the Church in teaching Christ’s Faithful what those 
Scriptures mean for our salvation. He authored the Scriptures and he 
sustains and guides the Church. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Christ continues to speak to us through the Sacred Scriptures and the 
Church’s teaching. Thus does Scripture give support and vigour to 
the life of the Church. It confirms the faith, it nourishes the soul and 
all of theology and pastoral preaching. 

Because of our faith and love for Christ we ought to strive to 
develop a love for the Scriptures and a daily reading of them, 
especially the New Testament, and most especially the Gospels. But 
in all this - in our love for and use of the Scriptures, in our docile 
acceptance of the Church’s teaching and guidance - it is the living 
risen Jesus to whom we listen. Whenever we take up the Scriptures, 
and whenever we hear the voice of the Church interpreting and 
explaining them, let us in our hearts hear the voice of the Father from 
the cloud. This is my Son, whom 1 love. Listen to him\ 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.101-103 
(Christ, the unique word, the inspiration and truth of Scripture), 131- 
133 (Scripture in the life of the church). 

-- 
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Monday of the second week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 26 (25): 11-12 Redeem me, O Lord, and 
have mercy on me. My foot stands on level ground; I will bless the 
Lord in the assembly. 

Collect O God, who have taught us to chasten our bodies for the 
healing of our souls, enable us, we pray, to abstain from all sins, and 
strengthen our hearts to carry out your loving commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 9:4b-10; Psalm 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; 

Luke 6:36-38 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your 
lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
(Luke 6:36-38) 

Revelation When divine Revelation is not taken into account, 
one notices the effects of this on how the world is interpreted and 
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understood. Let me give an example taken from a view of animal 
life. Sir David Attenborough, the great filmmaker of nature 
documentaries, did so much by his films and commentaries to bring 
to all a sense of the wonder of animal, insect and non-sentient life. 
Such films, accompanied by his riveting commentary, commanded 
wide audiences and never ceased to be popular. For the religious 
person who knows that the entire universe comes from and is 
sustained by the great God, the world of nature thus portrayed 
deepens his sense of the might and beauty of the Creator. But I once 
watched an interview with David Attenborough in which he was 
asked what his long association with the world of nature had done for 
him in terms of religion. He said that it had left him somewhat of a 
religious agnostic. He explained this surprising avowal by saying 
that he had been adversely struck by the rampant cruelty in the 
animal world. It revolted and saddened him. Of course, the nature 
documentaries that portray animals preying on their fellows for 
sustenance are among the most popular of nature films because of the 
drama and excitement of stalking and the chase. The lions hunting 
buffalo and the eagles swooping down on young cubs are gripping 
and very visual scenes. But for Attenborough, they called into 
question the proposition that there is what man calls a God. The 
animal world is unmerciful, hard, cruel, unforgiving, barbarous. This 
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is the animal instinct and the animal world is driven along that path. 
If God is the Creator, only God can be the Cause of this mindless and 
ultimately unnecessary cruelty. What sort of a God would choose to 
create a world — the animal world, in this instance — that is like 
this ? Now, there are various comments that could be made on the 
phenomenon that Attenborough especially notices. Attenborough’s 
view is a variant of the old and ever-recurring problem of evil. I 
would simply make the point that if one begins with the acceptance 
of divine revelation, one thereby attains a radically new perspective 
that will affect one’s interpretation of the world and the suffering that 
is evident in it — including the suffering of the animal world. 

What do I mean? Consider this. God has revealed that he, the 
almighty Creator, is Love. That is to say, at the heart of Reality in its 
most ultimate sense is Love. Moreover, this almighty and infinite 
Love whom mankind traditionally calls Father, so loved the world 
that he became Man — and it was revealed to us in the process that 
God the Creator is a Trinity of Persons eternally united in Love. The 
second Person became man and by his sacrifice for each of us broke 
the power of the sin of the world. God thus revealed himself to be 
merciful and kind. He is rich in mercy and compassion. The 
revelation of this is the death of Christ on the cross. Now, recalling 
Attenborough’s objection, could we not say that the pattern of one 
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animal being given up in death for the sake of another that preys on 
it, is a dim reflection of the sacrificial Love which is the foundation 
of all created reality? The one who loves — God most of all — 
sacrifices himself for the sake of the other. The animal does not 
love, of course, but it is given up for the sake of the other that the 
other may live. It is a dim, unthinking reflection of the love of God 
that stamps the constitution of the world — which, however, has 
been spoilt and wounded by the sin of man. Whatever of that 
observation, the point to be noted is the pivotal importance of a 
profound and full acceptance in faith of the revelation God has made 
of himself. He has revealed himself as rich in mercy, full of 
compassion, and as utter love. Whatever be the mixed impression 
the world might make on us, the revelation that God the Creator has 
made of himself is in no way mixed. It is clear: God is love. 
Furthermore, God means us who have free will to be like him. He 
wants us to be merciful, not to judge nor to condemn, and to give 
with generosity. Our Lord tells us, “ Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you ” (Luke 6:36-38). 

It is a beautiful world and the poets and thinkers of history 
have testified to it. It is also a broken and mysterious world, one that 
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does not, on its own and without the help of its Author, yield its 
deepest secrets very easily. But the Author and Sustainer of the 
world has revealed himself and has thrown a powerful light on 
everything. He has told us what is the secret of the universe and its 
most profound law. Its deepest heartbeat is sacrificial self-donation, 
and that pattern of one being given up for the sake of the other is the 
imprint of the hand of the Creator. God has told us in the person of 
Jesus Christ what he is like, and he has told us to try to be like him. 
We must be merciful. We must not judge nor condemn. We must 
forgive. Let us work on this, then! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the second week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 13 (12):4-5 Give light to my eyes lest I 
fall asleep in death, lest my enemy say: I have overcome him. 

Collect Guard your Church, we pray, O Lord, in your unceasing 
mercy, and, since without you mortal humanity is sure to fall, may 
we be kept by your constant helps from all harm and directed to all 
that brings salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Psalm 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ seat. So you must 
obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they 
do, for they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy 
loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to lift a finger to move them. Everything they do is done for 
men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 
their garments long; they love the place of honour at banquets and 
the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted 
in the market-places and to have men call them ‘Rabbi ’. But you are 


- 369 - 



not to be called ‘Rabbi for you have only one Master and you are 
all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth father ’, for you have 
one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called ‘teacher ’, 
for you have one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you will 
be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (Matthew 23:1-12) 

Humility I think we could say that there has been a gradual 
shift in the general emphasis given by Church in its attitude towards 
the religions of the world. If we consider the attitude expressed in 
many of the texts of the Old Testament, the religions of the peoples 
are hardly portrayed in a positive light. They are considered dangers 
to the purity of revealed religion. The chosen people are solemnly 
warned against the false idols of the peoples and are commanded to 
put down the idols and rites of the peoples they are soon to invade as 
they enter the Promised Land. The dramatic case of the worship of 
the golden calf in the wilderness comes to mind. The confrontation 
between Elijah and the four hundred prophets of Baal also comes to 
mind. St Paul has harsh things to say of the false religions in his 
Letter to the Romans. However, when addressing the Greeks in 
Athens he spoke positively of “the unknown god” whose monument 
he had seen. He connects that “unknown god” with the only true 
God he had come to announce. Some of the Fathers of the early 
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Church accepted that seeds of the Word were to be found in the 
religions of the peoples. In our modem age the Church looks 
positively on the religions of the world and seeks a respectful 
dialogue with them, and has numerous structures to institute and 
develop this dialogue. We remember the positive references to 
indigenous religion which Pope John Paul II uttered during his 
speech to the Australian aborigines at Alice Springs in the Northern 
Territory. Now, while we welcome and participate in this positive 
appreciation, there is also a darker side in religions — including 
indigenous religions, one characteristic of fallen man. Religious 
institutions can easily become corrupt because their protagonists are 
fallen and corrupted by sin. The rituals, myths and structures of 
religions, including indigenous religions, often betray a desire for 
power, social status and the esteem of others. Our Lord in our 
Gospel today warns against pride in the Pharisees, and he requires 
the opposite — humility — of his disciples. 

At times it is said that our Lord overthrew the religion of the 
Old Testament and replaced it with the purer religion he himself 
revealed. Not at all. He had profound respect for the religion of the 
Old Testament. After all, he, as God, had revealed it. Before Moses 
was , I am, he said. He drew the Old into the New which he was now 
revealing, and fulfilled it. He had not come to destroy the Law and 
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the Prophets, he said, but to fulfil them, saying that not one dot 
would be done away with till all was fulfilled. We remember his 
love for the Temple of his heavenly Father. After three days Mary 
and Joseph found the boy Jesus in the Temple among the doctors. 
We remember how after curing the lepers he told them to keep the 
matter to themselves, but to go to show themselves to the priests and 
to do what Moses had commanded. He cleansed the Temple of the 
buyers and sellers, and was full of zeal for his Father’s House. In our 
Gospel today our Lord tells the crowds and his disciples that they are 
to respect the chair of Moses and those who occupy it. These are to 
be obeyed when they legitimately and properly teach the law of 
Moses. But he does warn against the cormption of those who sit in 
that chair. Our Lord accused the scribes and Pharisees of hypocrisy, 
and warned his disciples against their “leaven.” In this respect they 
were not to be imitated. Let us listen again to our Lord’s words: 
“The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ seat. So you 
must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what 
they do, for they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy 
loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to lift a finger to move them. Everything they do is done for 
men to see ” (Matthew 23:1-12). Our Lord insisted that what ought 
permeate religion was humility and lowliness. “ Whoever exalts 


- 372 - 



himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted He is the model, for he said that he was meek and humble 
of heart, and as St Paul wrote, we are to let this mind be in us that 
was in Christ Jesus. 

Let us then aim to be humble. Let us remember that pride is 
present in much of religion and it can be very present in our practice 
of the religion of Jesus Christ. We must root it out, replacing it with 
the humility of Christ. Let us then ask God insistently and 
perseveringly for the grace to be humble. Let us remember too that 
humility is positively assisted by humiliations, provided these 
humiliations are accepted humbly. Christ’s path was one of 
humility, and ours must be too. 
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Wednesday of the second week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord! 

My God, be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Keep your family, O Lord, schooled always in good works, 
and so comfort them with your protection here as to lead them 
graciously to gifts on high. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31:5-6, 14-16; 

Matthew 20:17-28 

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve 
disciples aside and said to them, We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to 
the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third 
day he will be raised to life! Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came 
to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favour of him. 
What is it you want? he asked. She said, Grant that one of these two 
sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
kingdom. You don’t know what you are asking, Jesus said to them. 
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Can you drink the cup / am going to drink? We can, they answered. 
Jesus said to them, You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at 
my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those 
for whom they have been prepared by my Father. When the ten 
heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus 
called them together and said, You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your serx’ant, and whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave — just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Matthew 
20:17-28) 

Wisdom Normally speaking, there is nothing quite like 
“success.” By “success” (popularly understood) I mean the praise 
and acceptance of others for what one has done. In the minds of 
many, to attain the praise and acceptance of others vindicates the 
truth and value of what one has done. The president of a country 
takes unpopular measures — say, to defend and protect the unborn 
— and the mere unpopularity of his decisions tells against the truth 
of his measures. His presidency has not been “successful”. Thus 
many seem to think. In our Gospel passage today, our Lord takes his 
disciples aside and presses on them very plainly that he is going to be 
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overcome and put down. This is the divine plan. He is going to fail to 
win the praise and the acceptance of those who matter in the nation. 
“We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed 
to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn 
him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 
flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be reused to lifeV ’ 
(Matthew 20:17-28). It must have seemed inexplicable to our Lord’s 
disciples. They had great difficulty in taking it in. Here was a man 
whose power knew no limits. Anything he chose to do he could do 
effortlessly. His command over nature and the underworld was 
complete. His enemies could not lay hands on him — he had no 
difficulty eluding them. We see this on various occasions in the 
Gospel. Even when he was in their hands, he could escape capture. 
For instance, when he returned to his own town of Nazareth, his 
townsmen were so infuriated with him that they seized him and 
hustled him out of the town to do away with him over the cliff. But, 
we read, he slipped through the crowd and went away, making his 
headquarters in Capernaum. On another occasion after he plainly 
claimed to be divine, the Pharisees and others picked up stones with 
which to stone him. But, we are told, our Lord eluded them. In our 
passage today, though, our Lord tells his disciples that they are going 
to Jerusalem and there he will be betrayed, condemned and put to 
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death. He seems to be choosing the worst and most “useless” path, 
one that defied all rational judgment - in terms of “success”. 

One of the philosophical principles that most distinguishes 
modern thought is “usefulness.” Utilitarianism is the principle 
guiding much of popular and public morality. It is useful to allow 
embryonic stem cell research, so it is morally good. Now, does not 
the apparent uselessness of what our Lord was choosing to do have 
something to say about this? What was the “use” of putting himself 
into the hands of his enemies? What was the “use” of being paraded 
before the eyes of the public as a disgrace and an obvious failure? In 
fact, we know how “useful” it was: it redeemed the world. But the 
utility of it was hidden from their eyes and would be understood only 
later as a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is yet another reason, one taken 
from the ways of God himself, why the Utilitarianism that has 
stamped much of philosophy during the past two centuries is so poor 
a principle. The “usefulness” of doing what is revealed by God to be 
right can easily be hidden from our eyes. What is the “use” of 
defending the life of a profoundly malformed unborn child? It would 
be more useful to him and to others to snuff out the thorn-studded 
life that is ahead of him. But no. What seems to be “useful” to 
happiness and success — the principle of Utilitarianism — is not the 
basic and constitutive principle of the moral life. No one else could 
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see the “usefulness” of our Lord’s sufferings and death, but still our 
Lord resolutely took the path towards his Passion. It was the will of 
his heavenly Father and the redemptive plan of God, foretold in one 
way or another by the Scriptures. However many might react to his 
being so decisively rejected, however his own disciples might react, 
it was the right thing to do in the eyes of his heavenly Father. Apart 
from our Lord’s mission to suffer rejection and death, the 
Utilitarianism of our age is challenged by our Lord’s example and his 
way. He corrects his disciples by presenting his own example. It is 
the way of servanthood. True greatness lies in humble service. 
Christ came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for the many. This is the meaning of our Lord’s passion and 
death, and it is the path his disciples must follow in their everyday 
lives. Power and position might seem to be the more “useful” way to 
attain success in life. But Christ teaches otherwise. 

As St Paul writes, the cross seemed foolish to the Greeks, and 
was a stumbling-block to the Jews. What seems foolish to the world 
is wisdom in the eyes of God. The greatest wisdom is the pursuit of 
the path of Christ and that path leads to Calvary, a Calvary that takes 
countless forms depending on the vocation and circumstances of the 
believer. Whatever be the form of it, the Cross is the fount of divine 
life in the world. It is the most eminently “useful” and “successful” 
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of paths, however absurd and “useless” it seems to the wise of this 
world. Utilitarianism is no door to morality, holiness and divine life. 

-- 
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Thursday of the second week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138):23-24 Test me, O God, and 

know my thoughts. See that my path is not wicked, and lead me in 
the way everlasting. 

Collect O God, who delight in innocence and restore it, direct the 
hearts of your servants to yourself, that, caught up in the fire of your 
Spirit, we may be found steadfast in faith and effective in works. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1:1-4 and 6; 

Luke 16:19-31 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the 
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time 
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 
side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was 
in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus 
by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire. ’ But Abraham replied, 
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‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and 
you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you 
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us. ’ He answered, 
‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have 
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to 
this place of torment. ’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them listen to them. ’ ‘No, father Abraham, ’ he said, 
‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent. ’ He 
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' (Luke 16:19- 

31) 


Belief The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus is one of the 
most well known stories in history, with implications for human 
culture from age to age. Their neglect of the poor will bring down on 
the rich the judgment of God. God will vindicate the poor. But let 
us look at it from another angle: that of what it suggests about faith 
and religious conviction. The parable suggests that the Rich Man 
passed his whole life in a comfortable neglect of the poor whom he 
saw before him every day. Lazarus the beggar lay at his very gate. 
He was unavoidable. The sight of him was before the Rich Man 
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constantly. But he did nothing, and this inaction was absolutely 
deliberate. It suggests a firm attitude of the will, a wilful refusal to 
respond to the promptings of the conscience resulting, presumably, in 
the conscience ceasing to warn. A culpable blindness set in, a 
blameworthy deafness to the cries of the poor. Though God is not 
mentioned, the Rich Man is obviously entirely unconcerned about 
God, his will and the Judgment he must face. It almost looks as if 
the Rich Man has gradually become an unbeliever, practically 
speaking — and all this was culpable. And so the Rich Man at death 
was judged by God and condemned to Hell. From the midst of the 
flames, in the story, he appeals to Abraham to send Lazarus to 
alleviate his sufferings — but no, it cannot be. Let us listen to the 
discussion and to what Abraham says in reply about faith and 
religious conviction. Buried in Hell, the Rich Man refers to the 
living, his own brothers. What does he say of them? They are 
leading the same kind of life that he himself had lived, unconcerned 
for God and neighbour. They are part of the chosen people, because 
Abraham says that “they have Moses and the Prophets” — as had the 
Rich Man himself. So they have full access to the teaching of Moses 
and the Prophets, containing God’s Revelation. Incidentally, this 
reply of Abraham in our Lord’s parable suggests that the doctrine of 
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Hell is firmly implied in the teaching of the Old Testament. But they 
are completely neglecting it. 

The conversation between Abraham and the Rich Man buried 
in Hell is brief but significant. The Rich Man asks Abraham to send 
Lazarus to warn his brothers of their impending doom. Bid Lazarus 
to go and tell them of the fact of Hell, an eternity of torment awaiting 
those who wilfully neglect the commandment of God to be just and 
merciful to those in need. That is not at all necessary, Abraham 
replies. They have Moses and the Prophets. That is all that is 
needed. Let them listen to them. The implication is that an 
extraordinary measure such as the sending of a special messenger 
from heaven is not the way of God. He has revealed himself and his 
plan and this has been amply authenticated by absolutely reliable 
witnesses. His revelation has been announced by Moses and the 
Prophets (and since the revelation of Jesus Christ, by the Church). 
That is enough. That is all that is needed, and that is generally all 
that will be given. Ah, but no! the Rich Man cries. More is needed! 
My brothers have not listened to Moses and the Prophets, and they 
will not listen to them. They need something far more arresting. 
They need to be convinced. Send Lazarus to them from the dead — 
then they will listen. Then they will be convinced. But what does 
Abraham say? They will not be convinced even if someone should 
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rise from the dead (Luke 16:19-31). The allusion is obviously to the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. There had been Moses and the 
Prophets, whose testimony pointed to him. At Christ’s 
Transfiguration on the Mountain, Moses appeared with him in glory, 
together with Elijah representing the Prophets. The Scriptures bore 
witness to Jesus, and as well as this Jesus himself rose from the dead. 
But the news of this did not convince those who had rejected him. 
The reply of Abraham makes it clear that religious conviction is not 
just a matter of having evidence. Conviction requires right 
dispositions, without which neither Moses nor the Prophets, nor even 
if a person were to rise from the dead, will avail. 

What does all this suggest about faith and religious conviction ? 
It suggests that all the evidence in the world will not convince if a 
person is indisposed to believe. Belief is not just a matter of the 
intellect — even though the intellect is deeply involved. It is above 
all a moral matter. One’s moral stance, one’s disposition of will, 
what one wants, is of critical importance for faith and the hearty 
acceptance of God and his revelation. One must repent in order truly 
to believe. One must have the right moral disposition if one is to 
attain the conviction which God’s revelation and the teaching of 
Christ call for. Let us then ask God for the grace to be properly 
disposed, to have a heart properly inclined to him. We need to be 
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good soil if the seed is to produce its harvest. As St Paul writes, let 
this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 

-- 
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Friday of the second week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):2, 5 In you, O Lord, I put my 
trust, let me never be put to shame; release me from the snare they 
have hidden for me, for you indeed are my refuge. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, purifying us by the 
sacred practice of penance, you may lead us in sincerity of heart to 
attain the holy things to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Psalm 105:16-21; 

Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 

Jesus said, Listen to another parable: There was a landowner 
who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in 
it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time 
approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the 
first time, and the tenants treated them in the same way. Last of all, 
he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son, ’ he said. But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the 
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heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance. ’ So they took him 
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants? 
He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, they replied, and he 
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of 
the crop at harvest time. Jesus said to them, Have you never read in 
the Scriptures: 'The stone the builders rejected has become the 
capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes ’? 
Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus ’ parables, they knew he was 
tcdking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they 
were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a 
prophet. (Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46) 

The Vineyard There has been in the past a current of English 
religious thought that sees a pronounced analogy between the way 
God governs as set forth in the bible, and the way he governs as 
observed in the course of nature. The Anglican bishop Joseph Butler 
(1692-1752) in his great apologetic work The Analogy of Religion — 
in which he meant to attack a mere Deism and vindicate Revelation 
— argues that the general analogy observable between the two leads 
us to the conclusion that there is the one Author of both. That is to 
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say, if you deny the God of Revelation, the same reasons must lead 
you to doubt your conviction as to the God of nature. Conversely, if 
you are convinced that there is God from the course and constitution 
of the world and the universe, then notice the likeness between the 
patterns and structure of things in the world (which leads you to 
God) and the patterns at work in Revealed Religion (as in the 
Scriptures). This likeness or analogy strongly suggests that the 
Creator and Designer of the world is none other than the Author of 
Revelation. His way of acting is so similar. While his argument may 
be convincing for those who would not go so far as to deny the God 
of nature, it will not convince those who do. I mention this simply to 
introduce the notion of a likeness between the workings of nature and 
the workings of revelation. We see variants of it constantly in the 
Scriptures: Christ is often using parables, drawing on the course of 
the world to illustrate the course of grace. The world which is the 
handiwork of God helps us appreciate his handiwork in our 
redemption. One image which we see at times in the Old Testament 
is that of the vineyard. Work on a vineyard has its parallel in God’s 
work on his chosen people. In the prophet Isaiah, the vineyard is the 
chosen people and God is the owner of the vineyard. In one of 
Isaiah’s prophecies, God asks sorrowfully, what is there that I could 
have done that I have not done for my vineyard ? Yet it is constantly 
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yielding sour grapes. The same image is used in Psalm 79 (80). In 
one of our Lord’s parables, the owner of the vineyard — an image 
the people would have immediately remembered from the Scriptures 
— goes out at various times of the day to gain workers for his 
vineyard. At the end of the day he pays them according to his mercy. 
In our Gospel today (Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46) the owner of the 
vineyard appointed tenants to look after it and to collect its produce. 
They refused and rejected him. So the vineyard is God’s people and 
God expects those responsible for its care and development to meet 
their responsibilities with the utmost dedication. 

Our Lord’s parable here of the owner and his vineyard reminds 
us not only of the same image as employed by the prophets in the 
Old Testament. It also reminds us of our Lord’s later development of 
this very image. During the Last Supper he spoke — as reported in 
the Gospel of St John — of the vineyard again. He said there that he 
is the vine and that his Father is the vinedresser. So now not just the 
vineyard is imagined, but the vine. Moreover, the vine is not the 
people of God, but himself, Christ. The Father is not just the owner 
of the vine, but the one who also works on it. He is working on the 
branches of the vine and we, Christ’s disciples, are those branches. 
So the people are the branches of the vine and he, Christ our 
redeemer, is the vine itself through whom runs the sap that gives life 
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to the branches. The life of the branches is drawn from the vine, and 
it is the Father who is constantly working on each branch, ensuring 
that it makes maximum use of the life available to it from the vine. 
He prunes each branch in order to make it produce more. If a branch 
is cut off from the vine it will wither and die. So each member of 
God’s people must remain in Christ. The only way we can produce 
the fruit God means us to produce is by remaining in Christ just as 
Christ remains in the Father. The life that runs from Christ the vine 
into each of his branches is that of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
who is the life of the Father and the Son is the gift of the Father and 
the Son to the Church, and through the Church to each of the 
Church’s members. This Gift comes to us at our Baptism. It comes 
again at our Confirmation and it is nourished in each of the 
Sacraments, especially the Sacraments of Penance, the Holy 
Eucharist and the Anointing of the seriously ill. It is sustained and 
developed in married life by the Sacrament of Matrimony and in 
those ordained to the priesthood by the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 
Through Christ we receive the life of God and that life is the grace of 
the Holy Spirit. The image of this which our Lord chooses to use is 
that of the Vine giving life to the branches. 

Let us listen to our Lord in today’s Gospel referring to the 
owner of the vineyard and the love he has for his vineyard. Let us 


- 390 - 



think of this oft-used image in the Scriptures and especially how it is 
used by our Lord himself, and the doctrine he means it to convey. 
Especially let us think of it as showing the intimate union between 
the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and we who by God’s 
grace are his children. He loves us and continually pours his life into 
our souls. Let us never neglect our union with him. If we do, we 
shall wither and die. 
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Saturday of the second week in Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 145 (144): 8-9 The Lord is kind and full of 
compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy. How good is the 
Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures. 

Collect O God, who grant us by glorious healing remedies while still 
on earth to be partakers of the things of heaven, guide us, we pray, 
through this present life and bring us to that light in which you dwell. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12; 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were cdl gathering round to 
hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, 
This man welcomes sinners, and eats with them. Then Jesus told 
them this parable: Jesus continued: There was a man who had two 
sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘ Father, give me my share 
of the estate. ’ So he divided his property between them. Not long 
after that, the younger son got together cdl he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After 
he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself 
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out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, 
but no-one gave him anything. When he came to his senses, he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I 
am starving to death! / will set out and go back to my father and say 
to him: Father, I have sinned agcdnst heaven and against you. / am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired men. ’ So he got up and went to his father. But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him. The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and agcdnst you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son. ’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found. ’ So they began to celebrate. Meanwhile, the older son was in 
the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was 
going on. ‘Your brother has come, ’ he replied, ‘and your father has 
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound. ’ The 
older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 
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out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All 
these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him! ’ ‘My son, ’ the father said, ‘you are always with 
me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be 
glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is cdive again; he 
was lost and is found. ’ (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) 

Sin Were it not for Revealed Religion I cannot help but 
wonder how explicit would be man’s sense of sin. Yes, in its sense 
of guilt the conscience does or can contain a vague sense of God as 
the ultimate Obliger. If it succeeds in imparting a sense of God in 
moral obligation, the conscience will convey to the wrongdoer that 
his action is sinful. But this sense is vague and is easily replaced. A 
good case can be made for regarding the conscience, understood as a 
dim sense of an impending judgment on one’s wrongdoing, as a first 
principle of religion. It can bring home the feeling of a judgment on 
sin and therefore of a Judge. But it is so easy to dismiss the thought 
and to neglect the promptings of the conscience. Where else would 
the sense of sin come from? I am not sure that the consideration of 
nature (considered as the world and its course) would impress on 
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man the reality of his sinfulness. So the natural sense of sin is very 
uncertain. Again, if we consider the religions of the world that have 
nothing to do with the revealed Judaeo-Christian religion, what 
prominence is given by them to the sense of sin? It is there, but it is a 
great question as to its prominence. It has a certain prominence in 
Islam, but Mahomet (in his own way) drew on the Judaeo-Christian 
religion and, with major differences, placed himself within its 
prophetic tradition. Setting aside the religions of the world, let us 
consider the history of thought and philosophy. Not a lot of attention 
or emphasis has ever been given to the fact of sin. All this is to say 
that the sense of sin can easily be absent or lost. Be all this as it may 
and a discussion such as this could be inconclusive in view of the 
unending variety of the data, there is no doubt that Revealed 
Religion, the religion of the Judaeo-Christian revelation, gives to the 
sin of mankind a tremendous prominence. Among the first 
descriptions of Christ recorded in the Gospel of St John is that given 
by St John the Baptist. Christ is the Lamb of God who will take 
away the sin of the world. Sin has made all the difference to man 
and the world, and the appreciation of this is one of the principal 
contributions of Christianity to the religious understanding of 
mankind. 
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The problem facing the world is its sin, and the Christian 
religion is emphatic that it is Jesus alone who takes it away. The 
Gospel of St John makes it clear that the reason why God sent his 
Son was to save the world from sin. Sin was at the forefront of 
Christ’s concerns and our Gospel today shows him with sinners. But 
our Gospel passage also shows a surprising novelty, we might say. It 
was certainly a novelty to the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
Mosaic law. God loves to be with sinners, which is to say with those 
who know they are sinners and who wish to come to him. The Law 
and the Prophets had shown God to hate sin (which he does) and to 
punish sinners (which he does). The impression, then, had also been 
that God will not have anything to do with sinners. But here we have 
Christ attracting “the tax collectors and sinners” and welcoming 
them. He wished them to come to him and to hear him. He wished 
them to regard him as their Friend, Teacher and Saviour. This, as far 
as the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law were concerned, was out 
of character with the all-holy God. “This man welcomes sinners, 
and eats with them ”, they muttered. And so our Lord told his parable 
of the father who was prodigal with his love for his prodigally 
neglectful and sinful son. God is like the father of the parable who 
constantly wanted to be with his wayward son. The whole story is 
about sin and God’s response (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32). Father, I have 
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sinned against heaven and against you. This is the catchcry of the 
story, the refrain that pervades the whole. It is, we might say, the 
refrain wafting across the ages and describing the story of mankind. 
It shows how prominent sin has been in the story of the world. But 
the surprising thing is that God’s first step is not to condemn the 
world but to take dramatic steps to save it. He asks that man — if 
only because of the sufferings his sin has brought upon his own head 
— recognize his sins and begin the return to him. God is awaiting 
us, and our Lord’s welcome of sinners and his story about the 
welcome by the father of the prodigal son shows this. 

There are many things the Christian religion has taught 
mankind, and our Gospel passage today sets forth especially two of 
them: the fact of sin and the love of God for sinners. Let each of us 
learn from the tax collectors and sinners to recognize our sins and 
come to Christ who wishes to welcome us and forgive us. Let us 
beware of failing to recognize sin. Let us also learn from Christ the 
character of God. He is all-holy and he hates sin. But he is 
all-loving and he loves sinners. This is shown by the Incarnation and 
the Atonement wrought by the Son of God made man. Let us then 
take our stand with Jesus, the Lamb of God who, in taking away the 
sin of the world, is the world’s one and only Saviour. 
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Third Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 15-16 My eyes are always on the 
Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to me and have 
mercy on me, for I am alone and poor. Or: Cf. Ez 36: 23-26 When I 
prove my holiness among you, I will gather you from all the foreign 
lands; and I will pour clean water upon you and cleanse you from all 
your impurities, and I will give you a new spirit, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness, who in 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin, look 
graciously on this confession of our lowliness, that we, who are 
bowed down by our conscience, may always be lifted up by your 
mercy. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture : Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; Psalm 19:8-11; 

1 Corinthians 1:22-25; John 2:13-25 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip 
out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he 
scattered the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. To 
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those who sold doves he said, Get these out of here! How dare you turn my 
Father’s house into a market! His disciples remembered that it is written: 
Zeal for your house will consume me. Then the Jews demanded of him, 
What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 
this? Jesus answered them, Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in 
three days. The Jews replied, It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and you are going to raise it in three days? But the temple he had 
spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words 
that Jesus had spoken. Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in 
his name. But Jesus would not en trust himself to them, for he knew all men. 
He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a 
man. (John 2:13-25) 

Reverence We read of prophets in the Old Testament 
inveighing against Temple abuses and the inadequacy of the worship 
often conducted therein. But we do not read of any taking it upon 
themselves physically to expel from the Temple all who were 
conducting or doing business there. Our Gospel passage today 
portrays in vivid strokes our Lord driving all the animals and all the 
businesses out. We can imagine the bleating of the sheep and the 
cries of the cattle as they run ahead of our Lord who strikes them 
with his whip. We can imagine the sound of the tables and the 
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money as they are thrown and scattered about the floor, and their 
owners hurriedly retrieving what they could and departing in haste. 
Our Lord’s voice rang out in the Temple in decisive command and 
no one dared to oppose or resist him. Such was his power and 
authority as they saw him filled with zeal for the honour of his 
heavenly Father. It was yet another instance of the religious 
sovereignty which Jesus displayed in so many ways and which the 
people perceived with such wonderment. The leaders see it too and 
demand that he prove the authority he was exercising. Let us notice 
here Christ’s love for his Father , whose house was the Temple. In 
some special way the Father almighty abode in the Temple. As we 
contemplate the scene, we too ought to be renewed in our sense of 
the presence of God almighty in his Temple. But where is his 
Temple? Where does God abide? Where on earth is God to be 
located now, because a central feature of revealed religion is that 
God has come to live with his people. He is God-with-us. The 
Temple of Jerusalem has gone. The Temple Christ cleansed has 
passed away. Where is the Temple wherein God dwells now? Our 
Lord tells us in his answer to the Jews: “ Destroy this temple, and / 
will raise it again in three days ” (John 2:13-25). St John tells us that 
our Lord was referring to the temple that was his body. He himself is 
the Temple of God. No prophet or king or priest ever claimed such a 
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thing, only Jesus. In him dwells the fullness of the triune God — 
Father, himself the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Where he Jesus, is, and 
where he Jesus, goes, there is present the great God in all his triune 
reality. 

But there is more. Christ’s reference to his body being the 
Temple of God reminds us of his reference to himself as the 
Bridegroom. He is the Bridegroom of the new people of God, just as 
Yahweh God was the Bridegroom of his chosen people. Christ is the 
Bridegroom of the Church and unites himself to the Church in a 
profound unity and sharing of life. The divine life Christ shares with 
the Father — and that life is the Holy Spirit — Christ shares with his 
Spouse the Church. The Church is the Bride of Christ, and also his 
Body. As the Church’s Bridegroom, he becomes one body with her. 
These are inspired expressions which come from the Holy Spirit and 
they describe the ineffable union that exists between Christ and his 
Church. He is her Head, and thus it is that because Christ is the 
Temple of God here on earth, the Church his Spouse and Body 
becomes in, through and with him the Temple of God here on earth. 
The disciples could see before them the person of Christ as could all 
who spoke to him. We, however, do not see him visibly before us 
but we do see his Church, which by the power of the Holy Spirit is 
his mystical body, with all its admitted human limitations. The great 
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Presence, the all-important Protagonist active in the Church he 
founded and constantly sustains, is Jesus himself, the image of the 
unseen God, son of Mary and son of the eternal Father. The Church, 
by her ministry and Sacraments, makes present Christ who abides 
constantly within her as in his Temple. So it is that just as when 
Jesus Christ walked the earth there was present the One in whom 
dwelt the fullness of God - his living Temple - so now in the Church 
there dwells the fullness of God because the Church is the mystical 
Spouse and Body of the living risen Jesus. From the Church there 
flows the life of God coming from Jesus who dwells within her. Just 
as Christ demanded a profound sense of the presence of God in the 
Temple, so he asks of us a profound sense of the true nature of the 
Church. It is not just a vast association of believers. It is above all 
the Temple, the abode, of God and Christ here on earth. 

Christ demanded reverence and a sense of the presence of God 
in his Temple. We who are baptized into him and into his Church 
ought to cultivate a profound reverence in our attitude to him, to 
Jesus, and to his body the Church. He is the Church’s Bridegroom 
and Head. The Church is his mystical Spouse and his mystical Body, 
and therefore his Temple. Let us then strive by our daily lives to 
bear witness to these astounding facts and allow them to bring us to 
the sanctity to which Christ calls us. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.583-586 
(Jesus and the temple), 797-798 (The church - temple of the Holy 
Spirit). 
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Monday of the third week in Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83):3 My soul is longing and yearning for 
the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh cry out to the living 
God. 

Collect May your unfailing compassion, O Lord, cleanse and protect 
your Church, and, since without you she cannot stand secure, may 
she be always governed by your grace. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 5:1-15ab; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; 

Luke 4:24-30 

7 tell you the truth, Jesus continued, no prophet is accepted in 
his home town. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel 
in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and 
there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not 
sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of 
Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed only Naaman 
the Syrian. All the people in the synagogue were furious when they 
heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to 
the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw 
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him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went 
on his way. (Luke 4:24-30) 


Bearing witness I could imagine an agnostic and sceptical reader 
of the Gospels thinking that Christ ought to have been more savvy in 
the way he put things and bore witness, so as to avoid unnecessary 
conflict. It evoked, he might think, a pattern of rejection. Look at 
what happened when he returned to his own town and proceeded to 
speak plainly about their likely rejection of him! He aroused their 
anger and they violently tried to do away with him. There have been 
various authors and commentators on Christ and the Gospels who 
have seen in him little more than a failed preacher who was unable to 
get the people behind him - and lost his life in the process. But if we 
start with the true premise, which is that this man Jesus was the very 
Son of God , then of course he could make no mistakes about the 
proper course to take in his mission. He is the Light of the world. 
He himself said that he always did what pleased the Father , and the 
Father himself said that he was his own beloved Son in whom he is 
well pleased. It was, then, the will of his heavenly Father that he 
return to his own townspeople and give to them the opportunity of 
hearing from him that he, their townsman, was the Messiah. 
Undoubtedly he foresaw his rejection by them, just as he foresaw his 
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ultimate rejection by the leaders of the people, and by so many of the 
people themselves. Let us take another Gospel scene, narrated in the 
Gospel of St John (ch.6), when our Lord announced his doctrine of 
the Eucharist. In the synagogue of Capharnaum our Lord told all 
who were gathered there that they must eat his flesh and drink his 
blood if they were to live, and if they did not do this they would die. 
Eternal life would come from eating his flesh and drinking his blood. 
He meant what he said literally, and even in the face of abandonment 
of him by very many of his disciples, he did not withdraw from his 
doctrine. He did not even explain that while he meant this teaching 
literally, he would effect it sacramentally. That is to say, he did not 
tell them at this point that he would literally give his flesh to eat and 
his blood to drink — but under the appearances of bread and wine. 
Perhaps he could see that if he told them this they would think that 
what he had said was only symbolic. He bore witness plainly and 
underwent rejection. 

We do notice, of course, that in respect to the truth about his 
very own person, he made his revelation only gradually. But the 
time came when the revelation had to be made plainly, and again it 
aroused opposition. We read in the Gospel of St John that our Lord 
absolutely shocked the scribes and Pharisees when, on his own 
authority and without hesitation, he forgave the sins of certain 
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persons. He stated on another occasion that he was the Lord of the 
Sabbath. When doing works of healing on the Sabbath he said to 
them that inasmuch as his own Father was always working, he, then, 
also worked — implying the claim, they could see, that he was equal 
to God. For this they picked up stones to stone him with. It was a 
replication of what had happened at Nazareth in our Gospel scene 
today (Luke 4:24-30). Finally he allowed himself to be betrayed into 
the hands of the leaders of the people, and before them bore witness 
to his person. There he was formally and under oath asked by the 
highest religious authority if he were the Son of the living God. Yes, 
he said, and they would see him coming on the clouds of heaven 
seated at the right hand of the Almighty. He knew his testimony 
would be rejected — not by all but by the powerful and by the 
majority — and yet he proceeded to give his witness. It was the 
story of his entire ministry. So what was the use of it? Our Lord 
came unto his own, St John writes in his Prologue, and his own 
received him not. But to all who did receive him he gave the power 
to become children of God, sharers in his divine life, citizens of the 
Kingdom and members of his family the Church. For this had he 
come into the world, he told Pontius Pilate, in order to bear witness 
to the truth, and those who are of the truth listen to his voice. The 
crowning point of our Lord’s story is that the very rejection of his 
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witness to the truth had its essential part in the Redemption. He 
redeemed the world precisely by his Passion and Death which issued 
from the rejection of him and his revelation. That is to say, in the 
plan of God the rejection of Christ and of his witness was in no way 
a practical miscalculation by our Lord himself, a failure in savvy, but 
the divinely-ordained means of his work of redeeming the world. 

The Christian too is called to follow in the footsteps of the 
Master. He is called to bear witness to the truth of Jesus and his 
doctrine despite reversals and rejection of various kinds and degrees. 
Christ’s apparent failure, as shown in today’s Gospel scene 
portraying his rejection by his own townspeople of Nazareth, shows 
that suffering and the cross is now the royal road to victory, provided 
it is traversed in union with and under the guidance of Jesus our 
Lord. 
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Tuesday of the third week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon cf. Ps. 16: 6, 8. To you I call, for you will surely 
heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as 
the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect : May your grace not forsake us, O Lord, we pray, but make 
us dedicated to your holy service and at all times obtain for us your 
help. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:25,34-43; Psalm 25:4-9; Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? Jesus 
answered, I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. Therefore, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accoun ts with his 
servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to 
repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with 
me, ’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything. ’ The servant’s master took 
pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. But when that servant went 
out, he found one of his fellow- servants who owed him a hundred denarii. 
He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me! ’ he 
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demanded. His fellow- servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he went 
off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When 
the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed 
and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the 
master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant, ’ he said, 7 cancelled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had 
mercy on your fellow- servant just as I had on you? ’ In anger his master 
turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 
forgive your brother from your heart. (Matthew 18:21-35) 

Forgiveness There is simply no getting away from suffering 
in this life. As a child grows up, perhaps sunny in attitude and 
manner, with happiness in the face and bright prospects ahead, those 
responsible for the child must understand that suffering is ahead for 
the child. We think of the sweep of history with the countless 
numbers of ordinary persons who have been born, have lived, died 
and subsequently been forgotten. We can but imagine the vast ocean 
of suffering, usually hidden yet often manifest, which this stream of 
humanity has endured. The suffering has come from the natural 
elements: fire, storm, drought, famine, whatever. It has also, perhaps 
largely, come from his fellow man. From his fellow man there has 
come neglect, insult, injury, persecution, denial of rights. I suspect, 
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though, that a considerable portion of the suffering mankind has 
borne has come from the, failure to forgive. A person has received an 
insult, perhaps a public one. The wound lingers for years and he 
cannot bring himself to forgive. Again, it could be a terrible denial 
of rights. I remember reading of one farming family in Burragorang 
Valley, NSW (Australia), in the middle of the nineteenth century. 
This family had settled on a property but had no money, nothing to 
live by and were actually starving. A stray cow wandered on to their 
property — a cow belonging to another settler in the same valley. 
This family killed the cow and with its meat sustained themselves. 
Somehow this became known and they were reported and the father 
was arrested. The draconian penal sentencing of the time resulted in 
that man being gaoled for years well away from his impoverished 
family. It was a terrible injustice in view of that family’s need for 
sustenance. But in a sense it would have been a greater tragedy if as 
a result of this injustice that family were consumed with bitterness 
and hatred. No one would know if this was the result for there is no 
extant documentation or correspondence, but happiness would not 
have come if it was. Even in terms of worldly strategy — the 
strategy that is required for the attainment of temporal happiness — 
the path of forgiveness is obviously the way. Injustice is a major 
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cause of unhappiness, but {he failure to forgive perceived injustices is 
a major contributor too. 

Jesus Christ is unequivocal about this. We must forgive our 
brother who has wronged us. “ Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, 
how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? 
Up to seven times? Jesus answered, / tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times." This is not just wholesome and judicious 
advice for anyone who is seeking happiness. It is a divine command 
carrying sanctions in its train. If a person deliberately refuses to 
forgive, there is awaiting him the judgment of God. Our Lord 
proceeds to tells a solemn parable about this and there are some 
fundamental considerations that ought to motivate us in the business 
of forgiving. Firstly, God has forgiven us far more than we shall 
ever be expected to forgive others. The servant of the parable had 
owed the king a truly vast sum of money: ten thousand talents. He 
simply had no means of paying it and all that was ahead was slavery 
for himself and his family. But the master took pity on him for his 
pleas for time and mercy. He cancelled the entire debt! It was an 
amazing turn of events, and that is our situation before God as a 
result of his mercy and the redemption wrought by Christ our 
Redeemer. But what did the servant in the parable do? He proceeded 
to refuse forgiveness to his fellow servant who owed him a 
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considerable debt, but nothing of the proportions he had owed his 
master. He was merciless and refused to forgive the debt. That is 
our situation. We are far, far more indebted to God than is our 
fellow man to us. God requires of us that we forgive others just as 
we hope he will forgive us. So the first thing that can assist us in the 
work of forgiveness is the remembrance of the debt we have towards 
God. He has given us so much, and we have failed him so very 
much. It is impossible to calculate the degree to which we have 
failed God by our sins. Despite this he forgives. But then we have 
another motive for forgiveness: it is the thought of the judgment of 
God. Our Lord concludes his parable with the warning: “In anger 
his master turned him over to the jailers to he tortured, until he 
should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart ” 
(Matthew 18:21-35). 

Let us resolve to seek and find the way to forgive. It is one of 
the greatest achievements in life. Some persons look on life as 
successful if they gain great material wealth or popularity. A far 
greater achievement is to have forgiven from the heart every single 
person who has hurt and injured us in any way at all. What a 
wonderful end to life, what a wonderful entry into the presence of 
our almighty Judge, if at our last breath there is no one in our life 
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who has hurt us whom we have not forgiven. Let us pray for the 
grace to do this. It is not easy. It can be the work of a lifetime. 
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Wednesday of the third week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 133 Let my steps be guided by 

your promise; may evil never rule me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, schooled through Lenten 
observance and nourished by your word, through holy restraint we 
may be devoted to you with all our heart and be ever united in 
prayer. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; 

Matthew 5:17-19 

Jesus said, Do not think that 1 have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; 1 have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 1 
tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be ccdled least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises 
and teaches these commands will be ccdled great in the kingdom of 
heaven. (Matthew 5:17-19) 
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Jesus the fulfilment Amid a world of varied, contradictory 
and at times absurd religious practices, the religion divinely revealed 
to the children of Israel stood forth as a shining beacon, even if 
ignored by the peoples. Amid the religions of Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
Greece, Rome and the various barbarian peoples, there was a religion 
actually revealed and intended by God. It was manifested to 
Abraham, the Patriarchs, the Prophets and through them to the 
chosen people. God had delivered to the world the Way he wished to 
be worshipped and served, and that Way was the religion of Israel. 
But the sad historical fact was that, broadly speaking, it was poorly 
lived. None of the chosen people lived it perfectly. Moses, the 
greatest of the prophets and the friend of God was refused entry to 
the Promised Land because of his failure in faith and obedience. The 
great king David seriously sinned, though afterwards he wonderfully 
repented. Solomon was sadly led astray into lust and then idolatry. 
So bad had things come to pass that God allowed the holy city itself 
to be destroyed and his people to be deported, with the promise of a 
restoration to come. The story of God’s dealings with his chosen 
people is a story of a revealed religion being but fitfully observed. 
Its fulfilment was ever elusive, seemingly beyond the capacity of 
sinful man. God’s people had a mission to be a light to the nations, a 
light showing forth what it is to please God and to render him proper 
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acknowledgment and service. But this wonderful Covenant 
established between God and the people he had chosen for his own 
seemed to be fatefully flawed, which is to say factually impossible of 
observance on the part of man. This light seemed to be forever 
failing, forever lighting up and then falling hopelessly low. How was 
the promise to Abraham ever to be fulfilled, that through him a great 
blessing would come to all the peoples of the world? Well, suddenly 
out of nowhere, as it were — which is to say out of the scarcely 
known and utterly insignificant backwater of Nazareth — there 
appeared the shining fulfilment of all that God had intended in the 
Covenant he had established with his people. 

Jesus of Nazareth came in moral power and holiness, with the 
message that all was about to be fulfilled. God’s lordship and rule 
was imminent, and it would become apparent that this was to be so in 
his very own person. He came speaking with the impression of 
possessing a unique and unparalleled authority, making it clear that 
much of the religion of God had not only not been observed but had 
been in serious ways misinterpreted. The Sabbath was one example, 
a special bone of contention. The scribes and Pharisees had virtually 
become a religious police and had brought the practice of the 
Sabbath to an absurd pass. It was a day of rest from servile work so 
that God could be worshipped. Not only was harvesting not allowed, 
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but even ears of com were not to be picked to satisfy normal personal 
hunger. Not only was it a day of rest from the normal work of a 
professional healer or doctor, but neither must a prophet with striking 
miraculous powers liberate by his mere word a person suffering from 
a debilitating disease. As well as these absurdities, much weightier 
matters of the Law were entirely neglected: justice and mercy. The 
hearts of many of those who were the guides of religious life were 
filled with hypocrisy and, in regard to the person of our Lord, with 
envy and hate. Our Lord stood before them with his message that all 
was now being fulfilled. He had come not to set aside or destroy the 
Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil them. At last the fulfilment had 
come. His own person and life was the fulfilment of the religion 
which God had revealed, a fulfilment that had been to that point 
always elusive. “Do not think that / have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I 
tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished ” (Matthew 5:17-19). Jesus 
Christ was its accomplishment and all that God had wanted and 
required of man was for all time to be found in him. The chosen 
people now had in its midst the fulfilment of the Divine will, and the 
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world had its Light. He and he alone is the Light of the world and 
the Salt of the earth. 

The wonderful thing is that each and every person can partake 
of this fulfilment and accomplishment in Christ. In him we are 
called to be the light of the world and the salt of the earth. From him 
we receive the gift of his Divine Spirit enabling us to confront, 
combat and overcome the sin from which flows the sadness and 
disappointment of the world. This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased , the Father had announced from the cloud on the 
Mountain. By our union with Jesus we can share in his life, a life 
truly pleasing to God. In Christ is present every heavenly blessing. 
All we need is him. As St Paul wrote, life to me is Christ. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, he, Christ, lives in me and I in him. 
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Thursday of the third week in Lent 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as the 
feast of our salvation draws ever closer, so we may press forward all 
the more eagerly towards the worthy celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 94; Luke 11:14-23 

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the 
demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was 
amazed. But some of them said, By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, 
he is driving out demons. Others tested him by asking for a sign 
from heaven. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: Any 
kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided 
against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself how can 
his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out 
demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by 
whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your 
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judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come to you. When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armour in 
which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. He who is not with 
me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters. 
(Luke 11: 14-23) 

The two sides There is a certain ambivalence in the modem 
world — so profoundly influenced by Western secular culture — 
about the supernatural. On the one hand there is a profound 
scepticism about the existence of a realm beyond what is to be seen 
and empirically measured. I am not sure whether any survey has 
been done of contemporary articles in philosophy on the fact and 
nature of the supernatural, but I strongly suspect that the great 
majority of such philosophical articles would call its existence into 
question. On the other hand there is a fascination with the occult and 
related phenomena — movies about exorcisms always do well. But 
in general the average man gets along without thinking much of an 
unseen world. Modem secular life assumes its non-existence or at 
least its non-importance. But of course anyone who accepts divine 
revelation well understands that the primary reality is the unseen 
reality, for the unseen world includes, in the first instance, God 
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himself. The unseen world is far more real than the visible world. 
That having being said, the visible world is nevertheless the object of 
the unseen world’s attention. As far as we know, the drama of the 
unseen world is over in the sense that the question of the saved and 
the damned is no longer pending. That is to say, there are angels and 
saints and there are demons, and all in the unseen world have passed 
through the test and are in their due place as a result. Revelation 
does not lead us to think that God is continuing to create angels who 
must pass through the trial of choice for him and a consequent 
judgment. It would seem that that is now over in the unseen world 
and what remains is an implacable war between the two sides — 
between Heaven and Hell. God is Lord and Master of all, but 
mysteriously he allows a certain scope for activity on the part of the 
demonic realm, and this demonic activity is ordered by permanent 
disposition to revolt against God. But what I am saying here is that 
the unseen world, so vast, so real, so much surging with both holy 
and demonic activity, has as its principal focus of attention this 
visible world of ours. This is because the drama of God’s glory is 
being worked out here on the stage of our visible scene. That drama 
has been settled among those who inhabit the unseen realm. What 
remains is how man will fare in the battle for or against God and his 
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glory. The stakes are high. Will man obey God and be saved, or 
not? 

So high are the stakes, so great is God’s concern from all 
eternity, so profound is his love for each and every man, that God did 
not leave the issue simply to man — for in the event, man fell 
terribly at the beginning. God became one of us, because Satan had 
entered the scene as the Spoiler. He had done his dirty work and had 
gained a great hold. Yes, his hold was great, and there he stood, 
strong with the spoils in his hands. He had made a very good start 
and had struck a terrible blow against all God’s plans. Numerous 
centuries would pass, and the day would arrive when he would stand 
before the Messiah himself and calmly show him all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time — and proudly claim that they were 
all his. The situation was bad, but nothing is impossible to God. He 
could wrest the situation from the hands of the enemy, and he could 
do it by steps that would astonish the demons. God became man. He 
entered the world himself. He who transcended the world so utterly 
and infinitely, became part of it by becoming a man, truly a man 
while remaining the transcendent God. It is an awesome thing, that 
He who is pure Being took to himself a human nature, whereby he 
became truly man. From that immersion in the world which the 
Incarnation represented and effected, God the Son overturned the 
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work of Satan and established the Kingdom of God. In our Gospel 
today (Luke 11: 14-23) the crowd is amazed at Christ’s summary 
dismissal of Satan from the life of one unfortunate person. Some of 
them — doubtlessly some Scribes and Pharisees — maliciously 
accused our Lord of doing so by being granted the permission and 
authority of Satan himself. He was being set up by Satan to lead the 
people astray. In his reply to the accusation, our Lord throws light 
on the contest between the two sides, the Kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of Satan. Both are indeed kingdoms. Both are households. 
Good and evil are not just ultimate qualities — they are persons who 
embody these qualities. God is good, and he is far the stronger. 
Satan is evil and he is far the weaker — indeed he utterly depends on 
God anyway. Their focus is on us, and each works to gain our 
allegiance. What, then, is it to be? 

We, each and all, are very important in God’s sight, and in 
Satan’s sight too. Satan wants to lead us astray because of his hatred 
for God and his glory. God wants us to love him with all our hearts 
because of his love for us. How futile, how foolish, how lacking in 
light it is to choose other than for God! How tragic it is to pass by the 
overtures of God himself! How sad to be mediocre in the face of 
God’s revelation of his love for us, and of his plans for our 
flourishing forever! Let us take heed of our Lord’s warning in 
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today’s Gospel, “He who is not with me is against me, and he who 
does not gather with me, scatters 

-- 
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Friday of the third week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 86 (85):8, 10 Among the gods there is none 
like you, O Lord, for you are great and do marvellous deeds; you 
alone are God. 

Collect Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, O Lord, that we 
may be constantly drawn away from unruly desires and obey by your 
own gift the heavenly teaching you give us. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6c-1 lab, 14 and 17; 

Mark 12:28-34 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, Of 
cdl the commandments, which is the most important? The most 
important one, answered Jesus, is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with cdl your heart 
and with cdl your soul and with cdl your mind and with cdl your 
strength. ’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself. ’ 
There is no commandment greater than these. Well said, teacher, the 
man replied. You are right in saying that God is one and there is no 
other but him. To love him with all your heart, with cdl your 
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understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour 
as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, You are 
not far from the kingdom of God. And from then on no-one dared 
ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

The supreme command Let us place ourselves in the 
scene of today’s Gospel. This is chapter 12 of St Mark, and the 
previous chapter had ended with the account of a dispute between 
our Lord and the chief priests, the scribes and elders who accosted 
him in the Temple as he was walking there (11:27). Our Lord leaves 
them defeated in debate. The present chapter opens with a parable in 
which Jesus clearly is commenting on these attacks by the leaders of 
the people. Mark passes from this to his description of how the 
leaders now sent certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians to 
catch our Lord out in his words (12:13) and they cunningly pose their 
question about taxes to Caesar. Our Lord leaves them silenced and 
amazed by his answer. Sadducees then come to him posing their 
objection about the doctrine of the resurrection from the dead, and 
again our Lord points out their error with sovereign assurance. It 
seems that our Lord found himself in frequent and sharp debate with 
the people of influence from various parties. The Gospels show him 
as master in all such situations. In any confrontation he was the 
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supreme Rabbi and no one could dominate him. In all such 
encounters his enemies were silenced by his wisdom and adroitness 
of reply. In fact, this general situation of leaders and parties debating 
with him and throwing questions at him to catch him out finally 
came to an end, and we have in our Gospel passage today the 
encounter that brought it to its close. Mark tells us that “ from then 
on no-one dared ask him any more questions .” All they could do now 
was to scheme and spread insinuations to undermine his influence 
with the people who regarded him highly for the authority he so 
constantly displayed. This circumstance of their not daring to 
dispute with him any further itself gives importance to the reply 
which brought this about. In Mark’s account this happened when a 
scribe, who had observed the debating, put a fundamental question to 
our Lord: “ Which is the first of all the commandments ?” 

So then, let us consider our Lord’s reply, showing forth to all 
that he was the supreme Teacher. The question was, what in all that 
God had revealed and among the myriad of regulations that marked 
the revealed religion of Israel (especially in the Torah), was the first 
and foremost thing to do? So much of the tension and dispute 
between our Lord and the leaders of the people had been because of 
the confusion as to what was truly important. Our Lord’s answer 
was that the religion revealed by Yahweh had for its supreme 
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command, that man love. Our Lord identified the text in the 
Scriptures which makes this plain. He says that “ this is the first. 
Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind and with all your strength ” (Mark 12:28-34). So there we 
have the kernel of the Old Testament and the key to its entire 
interpretation. With that key the numerous inspired books can be 
read with understanding and profit. On another occasion our Lord 
said that he had not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets but to 
fulfil them. The Law and the Prophets taught the command that our 
Lord had just cited, and it was he himself who had come to fulfil it in 
his own person on behalf of sinful man. He had come to render God 
his heavenly Father perfect obedience, the obedience of love. 
Moreover, he had come to share with mankind his own Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of the Father and the Son, who would make it possible for 
sinful man to grow in this love which was thus commanded in the 
Scriptures. Love is the key to all that God had revealed, and love 
was the purpose of Christ’s coming. Man has as the purpose of his 
existence to grow in this love for God, a love filling his mind, heart, 
and his whole strength. It is a love that informs his dealings with his 
neighbour. Love is to be the life of mankind. This sublime teaching 
crowned our Lord’s disputes with the leaders, and the scribe could 
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not help but highly commend our Lord for his reply. For his part our 
Lord told the scribe that he was not far from the Kingdom of God. 

Of course, our Lord’s reply gives us a window into his own 
mind, heart and soul. He himself was filled with divine love. He is 
our model and our help. By his death and resurrection he won for us 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, given to the Church and, through the 
Church’s sacraments and ministry, to each of us. We who are 
baptized have received the gift of the Holy Spirit who is the Love of 
the Father and the Son. Let us then resolve to live a life of love by 
keeping God’s commandments. Otherwise, as St Paul writes, we 
shall make the Holy Spirit sad. 
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Saturday of the third week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 103 (102):2-3 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
never forget all his benefits; it is he who forgives all your sins. 

Collect Rejoicing in this annual celebration of our Lenten 
observance, we pray, O Lord, that, with our hearts set on the paschal 
mysteries, we may be gladdened by their full effects. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Luke 18:9-14 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: Two men 
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I 
thank you that / am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers — or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and 
give a tenth of all I get. ’ But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner. ’ I tell you that this man, rather than the 
other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 
(Luke 18:9-14) 
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Prayer for pardon It is an intriguing fact, to say the least, 
that despite the gift of his conscience enabling him to see his sins and 
his sinfulness, man often finds himself confident in his own 
righteousness. Everyone has been endowed with a conscience, 
which is to say the power to perceive what is morally good and 
morally bad, and the power to judge his own past and future actions 
accordingly. This power of the mind can be developed or not, and it 
can become sensitive or extremely insensitive. It can even almost 
die out through constant disregard. But most people would, I think, 
have the sense that man is typically guilty of wrongdoing whether 
open or secret. There is a natural perception that man in some sense 
is fallen, that he is prone to do what is wrong, even though there is 
also a sense that he is not wholly thus. He is not wholly cormpt in 
the sense that there is some good in him. But together with this 
common conviction that we are all sinners the intriguing fact, as I 
mentioned, is that we can easily think that we are not sinners. 
Though we are intimately close to ourselves, we can be blind to our 
true moral condition. We can very easily fail to see ourselves as we 
are. Intriguingly, this is normally the situation. Commonly, man 
does not see himself for the sinner that he is. All too often he thinks 
of himself as somewhat righteous and good before God. He just does 
not think of himself as a sinner — except in a general and 
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non-consequential way. Indeed, it requires great effort to come to 
this self-knowledge and few make it their business to reach it. 
Perhaps this blindness as to personal sin can be said to be a special 
characteristic of the modern secular age in which God is set aside 
from the stream of daily life. If there is little sense of God, it cannot 
be expected that there will be much sense of one’s offences against 
him. Pope Pius XII once wrote that the sin of the modern age is the 
loss of the sense of sin. He was pointing to the fact of the loss of the 
sense of sin, and was saying that this loss is itself culpable. 

In our Gospel passage today (Luke 18:9-14) our Lord 
addresses this blindness of moral awareness. The society of the 
chosen people of Israel was not a secular society. God was not set 
aside as a private and dispensable opinion. God and his worship was 
central to the nation. His objective reality was taken for granted, and 
yet here in our Gospel parable the Pharisee is presented as blind to 
his sinfulness. He is like modem man in one sense — in the sense 
that he had lost his sense of personal sinfulness. He was confident in 
his own righteousness. There he stood in the Temple praying, and 
notice how our Lord describes his prayer: he says that he prayed “to 
(or with) himself’ (pros eauton proseucheto). It is a little linguistic 
detail that ought not to be missed in the reading. He was not really 
praying to God at all. He was merely presenting himself for his own 
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inner observation and exalting himself accordingly. He was not 
made right by his prayer and our Lord concludes by saying that the 
one who exalts himself will be brought low. By contrast, the 
Publican is not blind to his sinfulness: he is very much alive to it. 
All he can do is present himself before God and lay before him his 
sins, asking for mercy. This man was made right by his prayer, for, 
our Lord concludes, the man who humbles himself will be raised up. 
The long and the short of it is that inasmuch as prayer is essential to 
religion, if there is to be any genuine religion in a person’s life he 
must, in his prayer, be aware of and acknowledge before God his 
sins. For sinful man, the sense of sin which his conscience provides 
is an indispensable condition of true religion. If his sense of personal 
sin is but a mere flicker, so will his religion be. The ideal for sinful 
man is that he be more and more like the Publican in our Lord’s 
parable, and that his prayer be more and more like his. Let us note, 
though, that it is to be a sense of sin pervaded with faith in God’s 
goodness and mercy. The Publican does not merely say (nor merely 
to himself) that he is a sinner. He addresses God, and asks in faith 
for pardon. The religious man is a man of both faith and contrition. 

When our Lord was asked by his disciples to teach them to 
pray, he taught them what we call the Lord’s Prayer. But in our 
Gospel passage today our Lord presents us with another prayer of his 
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devising. It is the prayer of the Publican: O God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner! The parable suggests that he, the Publican, repeated this 
prayer over and over. It is a prayer our Lord clearly means us to 
repeat all our lives. It is, we might say, another Lord’s Prayer, a 
prayer the Lord himself has taught us. Let us make it our prayer all 
our life, right to our last moments. I remember seeing a movie made 
in Poland - I think it was the movie, With Fire and Sword. A 
striking character in the movie died shot by arrows, and in his last 
seconds he was portrayed praying repeatedly (in the Latin wording), 
Lord have mercy! 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 66:10-11 Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who 
love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied 
at her consoling breast. 

Collect O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to 
yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the Christian people may hasten toward the 
solemn celebrations to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23; Psalm 137:1-6; 

Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come 
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into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their 
deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But 
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what he has done has been done through God. (John 3: 
14-21) 

Sin It has often been pointed out by historians that a 
distinguishing feature of the modern age — so dominated as it has 
been by Western culture — is the rapid development of science and 
technology. The common man and youth now has a computer and an 
i-phone, but who among ordinary people thought of computers in the 
1960s or 70s? The advance of a scientific knowledge of the world 
during the last couple of centuries has been a great historical 
phenomenon, as has its application in technology. This, of course, 
involves the knowledge of reality as gained by observation and 
physical experiment. But there is another dimension of reality which 
is just as extensive and actually more important. It is the moral 
realm, the knowledge of which is gained by moral perception and 
moral reflection. We are subject not only to physical facts but to the 
moral law. Society and civilization revolve not only around 
observable facts, but what should be done. Science and technology 
itself have profoundly moral implications and restraints, even if 
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society is divided as to what the moral law requires. The laws and 
sanctions of society exist because of the moral dimension of reality. 
Consider the daily and in-depth investigative reporting of the media, 
and notice how so much of it is preoccupied with the ethics of what 
has been done by this or that person or grouping. Crime is 
recognised because of the moral realm. All of man’s deliberate 
actions have a moral bearing and their moral consequences are 
decisive. If we consider the whole of life and the universe in what 
we might term a general glance, sin and evil loom very large in the 
picture. Take a map of the world with countries and oceans shown in 
different colours. Now with a different colour indicate the presence 
of sin and moral evil — and notice how much of the map will be 
affected by that colour. Einstein spent much of his life trying to find 
a mathematical key to the physics of the world. There is a different 
kind of key to the world as it actually is. That key is sin. 

That wrongdoing and sin have brought great suffering and 
disorder to life and the world is a datum open to ordinary human 
reflection. What has been divinely revealed is that sin is not merely 
one cause of much evil and suffering in the world but is at the root of 
it. Indeed, the greatest evil of all — death itself — has its origin in 
sin and wrongdoing. At the very dawn of human history man chose 
to sin, to do the wrong that God had directly forbidden. This we 
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know not from historical and empirical research (i.e., from science) 
but from divine revelation. It has been told us from on high. As St 
Paul writes, because of the sin of the first human couple, death, 
suffering and evil entered the world and spread through the entire 
human race. The world was profoundly changed in all its prospects 
as a result of the original sin, and human nature itself fell into the 
power of sin. Man and the world was ensnared in a hopeless 
condition and what exacerbates the evil is that man is all too often 
culpably blind to the moral cancer within. He is in denial. He 
eschews the sense of sin because it leaves him self-condemned. The 
world’s problem was, is, and ever will be, sin. Sin brought death, so 
how to be rid of it? How to overcome it, and live forever? That is the 
question. The good news is that the Creator himself took the matter 
in hand and sent his own divine Son to be the Lamb of God who 
would take away the sin of the world. This is what our Gospel today 
teaches us, that “ God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life ” (John 3: 14-21). The next wondrous revelation is the 
divine remedy for sin. God’s Son became man to do away with sin, 
and this was done by his giving his own divine self up for sinners. 
He sacrificed himself for sinful man. He gave his life as a ransom 
for the many and in this way he reconciled all humanity with God. 
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Just how this was the answer and just why it met the need, we are not 
really told, even though we may speculate. But that the Cross of 
Christ brought salvation to the world is the great good news on 
which all men may now pin their hopes. 

Blessed John Henry Newman (1801-1890) regarded the 
Christian Creed not merely as a statement of religious belief but as a 
hymn, a prayer. I would suggest that every day we prayerfully recite 
the Creed, and especially that part of it which sets forth what Christ 
did to save the world and each of us from sin. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, buried and then rose from the dead. He 
did that for us, for me. As St Paul writes, Christ loved me and gave 
himself up for me. He gave up his life as a ransom for me. So let us 
respond to his sacrifice by taking our stand with him daily. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.595-605 
(The authorities and the death of Jesus) 

-- 
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Monday of the fourth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):7-8 As for me, I trust in the Lord. 
Let me be glad and rejoice in your mercy, for you have seen my 
affliction. 

Collect O God, who renew the world through mysteries beyond all 
telling, grant, we pray, that your Church may be guided by your 
eternal design and not be deprived of your help in this present age. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30:2 and 4-6, ll-13b; 

John 4:43-54 

After the two days he left for Galilee. (Now Jesus himself had 
pointed out that a prophet has no honour in his own country.) When 
he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen 
all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also 
had been there. Once more he visited Cana in Gcdilee, where he had 
turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official 
whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus 
had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to 
come and heal his son, who was close to death. Unless you people 
see miraculous signs and wonders, Jesus told him, you will never 
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believe. The royal official said, Sir, come down before my child dies. 
Jesus replied, You may go. Your son will live. The man took Jesus 
at his word and departed. While he was still on the way, his sen’cmts 
met him with the news that his boy was living. When he enquired as 
to the time when his son got better, they said to him, The fever left 
him yesterday at the seventh hour. Then the father realised that this 
was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, Your son will live. 
So he and all his household believed. This was the second 
miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to 
Gcdilee. (John 4:43-54) 

Faith At the heart of our Gospel passage today lies the issue 
around which, in the sight of God, the prospects of man and the 
world hinge. That issue is faith in the person of Jesus. It is the 
central issue of life, the life both of individuals and of the whole of 
humanity. In the opening sentence of our passage St John refers to it, 
observing in parenthesis that “ Jesus himself had pointed out that a 
prophet has no honour in his own country .” This detail by John 
illustrates our Lord’s constant preoccupation and perspective: will 
people have faith? The tragedy of many in “his own country” was 
that this faith was not forthcoming. On faith hinged salvation. Our 
Lord looked for more than numbers of people coming to him for 
mere healings and this is illustrated in what our Lord said to the royal 
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official who approached him with the request that he come and heal 
his son who was close to death. “ Unless you people see miraculous 
signs and wonders, Jesus told him, you will never believe Our Lord 
was looking for a faith in him that did not depend on their seeing 
“signs and wonders.” An obvious example of the faith he was 
looking for is shown in the instances given in the Gospels of the call 
of his first disciples. They did not see signs and wonders — rather, 
they met and came to know the person of Jesus. In the same Gospel 
of St John from which our passage today is drawn, we read in the 
first chapter of how John the Baptist pointed Jesus out to two of his 
disciples. They left John and began to follow Jesus. Our Lord 
stopped, turned, and invited them to accompany him. They stayed 
with him the rest of that day and they believed. The next day 
Andrew went to his brother Simon and told him that they had found 
the Messiah. Our Lord called on Philip to follow him, and the same 
thing happened. Philip went to Nathanael and told him they had 
found the Messiah. There were as yet no signs and wonders: the first 
of our Lord’s signs was worked after this, at Cana. This is the faith 
our Lord is looking for — one that may be greatly helped by signs 
and wonders, but not dependent on them. 

As it turns out, the royal official who approached our Lord in 
our Gospel passage today (John 4:43-54) had true faith. To our 
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Lord’s challenge that he would not believe unless he saw signs and 
wonders he simply responds, Lord, answer my prayer. Come down 
before my child dies. Our Lord tells him to go home, for his child 
will live, and we read that he believed the word of Jesus and went. 
He did not see anything there and then to confirm our Lord’s power, 
but he believed his mere word. He had faith in what our Lord said, 
and on his way home news was brought to him that his son had 
recovered. The upshot was that he and his household believed. 
Presumably the man and his household persevered in their belief and 
became active members of the early Church. But there is a further 
detail about this man and his family. Not only is he shown in our 
Gospel passage as an example of true faith in Jesus, but he is a 
reminder that all, from any and all walks of life, are called to faith. 
The man was a “royal official.” We are not told what court it was to 
which he pertained. Perhaps it was the court of Herod. We are told 
in the Gospels that the wife of one of Herod’s stewards was among 
our Lord’s disciples. She assisted the apostolic band out of her 
means. Elsewhere in the Gospel we read of a centurion whose faith 
our Lord highly praised. He turned to the crowd and said that he had 
not seen its equal in all of Israel. Our Lord’s disciples came from tax 
collectors and very ordinary folk, but also from court officials, the 
likes of the Pharisee Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea, a member 
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of the Sanhedrin. The detail that our man in today’s Gospel was a 
royal official reminds us that all men are called to faith in Jesus. It 
also reminds us that the presence of believing Christians in all walks 
of life is as God means it to be. It means that the work of witnessing 
to Jesus is to be carried on at every level of society. The Church, 
consisting as it does of Christ’s Faithful, is made present in all 
spheres of society by the presence of her members. Through their 
witness Christ is made present there. 

Let us cherish our gift of faith and let us nourish our faith on 
the person of Jesus, contemplating him day by day in prayer and 
spiritual reading. To this faith in Jesus and closeness to him all are 
called, whatever be their position or work in the life of society. Just 
before he ascended into heaven, he commanded his disciples to go to 
the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. Whoever 
believed would be saved. Faith in Jesus is the heart of life, and the 
mission of the Church and therefore of all of us is to bring the 
Christian faith to every facet of society. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the fourth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 55:1 All who are thirsty, come to the 
waters, says the Lord. Though you have no money, come and drink 
with joy. 

Collect May the venerable exercises of holy devotion shape the 
hearts of your faithful, O Lord, to welcome worthily the Paschal 
Mystery and proclaim the praises of your salvation. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 

John 5:1-16 

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the 
Jews. Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which 
in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five 
covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to 
lie — the blind, the lame, the paralysed. One who was there had been 
an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 
and having learnt that he had been in this condition for a long time, 
he asked him, Do you want to get well? Sir, the invalid replied, / 
have no-one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. 
While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me. 
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Then Jesus said to him, Get up! Pick up your mat and walk. At once 
the man was cured; he picked up his mat and wcdked. The day on 
which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jews said to the man 
who had been healed, It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry 
your mat. But he replied, The man who made me well said to me, 
‘Pick up your mat and walk. ’ So they asked him, Who is this fellow 
who told you to pick it up and walk? The man who was healed had 
no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that 
was there. Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, See, 
you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to 
you. The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had made him well. So, because Jesus was doing these things on the 
Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. (John 5:1-16) 

Christ and the cripple There are two main protagonists in 
our Gospel passage today: Jesus and the person he cured, with the 
leaders of the Jews present but in the background. The scene opens 
with Jesus going up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. This detail 
is a reminder of our Lord’s full immersion in the religious life of 
God’s chosen people. He was God truly incarnate, a Jew, and he 
fulfilled the Law and the Prophets. So our scene is Jerusalem at the 
time of one of the feasts, and the author of the Gospel tells us that 
‘There is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate, a pool ... called 
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Bethescla ... surrounded by five covered colonnades .” Notice one 
detail. The scene is set in the present tense. John’s Gospel is often 
thought to have been written late, which is to say after the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Here, though, the author describes the scene as a 
present scene: “there is” in Jerusalem the pool near the Sheep Gate. 
It is not something of the past, now gone because of the sacking of 
the city. So it seems that at least this part of the Gospel was written 
before the destruction of the city by the Romans. Perhaps a good 
deal of the Gospel was written earlier than has been claimed. The 
author knows the city well and provides plenty of detail for the 
events he is about to describe. Our Lord is told that the man he sees 
lying there has been in that condition a long time (the author includes 
the specific detail that he had been there for thirty eight years, which 
again shows his grasp of the facts of the case he is portraying.) 
Unsolicited, our Lord’s compassion goes out to the man, but he 
wants to know from him whether he really desires to be cured. So at 
times our Lord waits to be asked, at other times he does not. In this 
case our Lord does not ask if he has faith, only if he wants the gift of 
healing. Nor does he here ask for a worthy life as a precondition, 
whereas elsewhere in the Scriptures we read that God answers the 
prayer of the just man. Here we are not told that the cripple was a 
“just man”, only that he was a man in need. So in his love and 
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compassion our Lord takes the initiative and heals him. Let this be a 
lesson for all in need. 

The scene now changes and the man goes off, carrying his 
stretcher. He was quickly noticed by the leaders of the Jews and 
confronted with the accusation that he was breaking the Law by 
carrying his bed. The bed must have been light because as a cripple 
he had long managed moving it around. We leam from our Lord’s 
words elsewhere in the Gospels that in fact such activity was not a 
breaking of the Law at all. It was merely a deviation from how the 
Pharisees and other leaders of the Jews interpreted the Law. Another 
interpretation they insisted on was that there was to be no healing of 
the sick in any sense at all on the Sabbath — and so our Lord was 
violating the Sabbath by his healings, they insisted. Here in our 
passage (John 5:1-16) the man healed of his paralysis was accosted 
for carrying his light mat on the Sabbath. But let us keep our 
attention on the man who had been healed as a result of the 
compassion of our Lord. There seems to be little real loyalty in him 
for our Lord, his healer. When asked for an explanation by the 
authorities for what he was doing, he seems to be diverting 
responsibility to our Lord. He told me to do this, he replied. He is to 
blame! Later our Lord met him in the Temple, for it was to worship 
in the Temple that our Lord had come to Jerusalem. He met him in 
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the Temple and told him, “ You have been healed. Do not sin further, 
or a worse fate may come upon you." It looks as if the former 
paralytic was far from being a spiritually fervent Jew, and it also 
suggests that sickness can at times be a judgment of God on our sins. 
The man’s healing was a gift issuing from the compassionate heart of 
Christ and it gave to the former paralytic a new beginning in terms of 
avoiding sin. He must repent and live a truly religious life, avoiding 
sin. Interestingly, here at least our Lord does not ask of him faith in 
himself. Our Lord is content to heal him, and later to tell him that he 
must not sin any more. But what then do we read? The man went off 
and told the leaders that it was Jesus who cured him. It certainly 
looks as if, despite the benefits received, the man did not become a 
disciple. 

Let us contemplate our Lord, quietly part of the crowd, quietly 
doing good, quietly praying and moving in the Temple. He is a man 
like us in all things but sin. At the same time he is God the Son, 
second person of the most holy Trinity. He has come to this broken 
world profoundly disfigured by sin and suffering. The cripple of our 
Gospel scene may be said to symbolize this moral and physical 
brokenness. Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world. Let us then 
turn to him for all our needs, but most of all let us constantly ask for 
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the grace of the Holy Spirit to turn away from sin and to follow Jesus 
as his true disciples. Let our lives be distinguished by loyalty to him. 


■rb»©«dv 


- 452 - 





Wednesday of the fourth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 69 (68): 14 I pray to you, O Lord, for a time 

of your favour. In your great mercy, answer me, O God, with your 
salvation that never fails. 

Collect O God, who reward the merits of the just and offer pardon to 
sinners who do penance, have mercy, we pray, on those who call 
upon you, that the admission of our guilt may serve to obtain your 
pardon for our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 144; John 5:17-30 

Jesus said to them, “My Father is always working and I, too, 
am working. ” For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill 
him; for not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself equal to God. Jesus 
gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing 
by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves 
the Son and shows him cdl he does. Yes, to your amazement he will 
show him even greater things than these. For just as the Father 
raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to 
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whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no-one, 
but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honour the 
Son just as they honour the Father. Fie who does not honour the Son 
does not honour the Father, who sent him. 1 tell you the truth, 
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to 
life. I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will 
live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son 
to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge 
because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 
coming when cdl who are in their graves will hear his voice and 
come out — those who have done good will rise to live, and those 
who have done evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can do 
nothing; / judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just for I seek not 
my own will but the will of the one who sent me. ” (John 5:17-30) 

Father, Son and Spirit If we compare the ministry of John 
the Baptist with that of Jesus Christ, one notable difference is the 
response of the religious authorities to each. They did not pursue 
John the Baptist nor attempt to prosecute him, even though they (so it 
seems, from our Lord’s words) refused him their credence and 
treated him in a way they should not have. It was not the religious 
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leaders but Herod, the civil leader, who put him to death. In our 
Lord’s case, the religious leaders reached the point of determining to 
destroy him, though various ones among them were his secret 
disciples. The civil authorities came in on the matter only under 
pressure from the religious authorities. Pilate could see that this 
innocent Man stood before him only because of the jealousy of the 
religious authorities. An immediate cause of this implacable 
opposition was his disregard of their prescriptions regarding the 
Sabbath rest. The institution of the Sabbath was one of the most 
notable features of the Jewish religion. In the presence of the 
popularly-recognized authority of Jesus, they felt threatened in their 
leadership and in the religious regime they sustained. This was so, 
even though it is obvious from the Gospels themselves that our Lord 
insisted on respect for the Mosaic Law. For instance, he commanded 
the lepers whom he cleansed to go and show themselves to the 
priests, as Moses had commanded. But there was a greater reason 
than the question of the interpretation of the Sabbath rest. Christ 
displayed unprecedented power over nature and the underworld, and 
the populace recognized his great holiness. He was a great prophet 
raised up by God. But what made the situation altogether unique and 
serious was his claims as to his own person. He claimed to be not 
only the Messiah, but the natural Son of God. Yahweh God was his 
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own Father, as if he shared the very nature of God. We see this 
especially in his trial, during which it all came to a point. Our Lord 
had allowed himself to fall into their hands in order to bear witness 
solemnly to the truth about himself before the highest representatives 
of the chosen people of God. In the Gospel of St Luke, they ask him, 
Are you, therefore, the Son of God? I am, he replied — at which they 
condemned him to death (Luke 22: 70-71). It is the same in Mark 
(14: 61-64) and the same in Matthew (26: 63-66). 

I suspect that one of the aims St John set himself in writing his 
Gospel was to bring out more prominently and in greater detail this 
feature of the public teaching of Jesus Christ than had the three 
Synoptic Gospels. One of the gains in biblical scholarship over the 
past century is the greater awareness of the distinctive aims and 
teachings of each of the Gospels. Each inspired author has his 
purposes. While one Gospel will have our Lord looking around on 
the scribes and Pharisees “in anger” after challenging them to answer 
his question about assisting a needy person on the Sabbath, St Luke 
will drop the phrase “in anger.” It does not fit in to his purpose, and 
perhaps he felt it would be misunderstood. There are many teachings 
of Jesus Christ given in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and 
Luke) including his divine Sonship. But they do not give what we 
might call extensive statements by our Lord of his relationship with 
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his heavenly Father, nor in them does he speak extensively on the 
Person of the Holy Spirit. The Father and the Holy Spirit are taught 
— as in Christ’s baptism and elsewhere — but other things are given 
equal or even greater space. It seems that St John set out to bring out 
certain central doctrines more much amply than had the Synoptics, 
and he did not bother with others. In his chapter 6 he reports our 
Lord’s words on the Holy Eucharist far more fully than any of the 
Synoptics. In the Last Supper he gives what is perhaps the longest 
discourse of our Lord’s in any of the Gospels, slightly exceeding 
even Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, but the institution of the 
Eucharist is not mentioned. This fact had been covered by the other 
Gospels. Rather, he reports our Lord’s words on brotherly love, on 
the person and mission of the Holy Spirit, his long prayer to his 
heavenly Father, and so forth. John had his distinctive purposes in 
writing his Gospel, and one of them was to bring out the mystery of 
the most holy Trinity — one God in three divine Persons, Father, 
Son and Spirit. Our Gospel passage today is one of those precious 
presentations of our Lord’s words on his relationship with his 
heavenly Father. He is equal to God, for he is God — not the Father, 
for he is the Son. But as the Son he is God, “because whatever the 
Father does the Son also does'' 
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The doctrine of the holy Trinity is a stunning mystery, revealed 
by Jesus Christ. For “ just as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
Moreover, the Father judges no-one, but has entrusted all judgment 
to the Son”. Again, “as the Father has life in himself so he has 
granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has given him 
authority to judge because he is the Son of Man” (John 5:17-30). 
Jesus Christ went to his death bearing witness to the doctrine of his 
divinity, the doctrine that the full being of God is to be found in his 
own Person, just as it is found in the Person of his heavenly Father, 
the two being distinct as Persons, one in Being. His accusers did not 
know it, but he had also revealed to his Apostles that the Holy Spirit 
too is a third divine Person — equal to the Father and the Son, one in 
being as they. Let us receive in undying faith this truth, marvel at the 
mystery, and live it in our lives. 

-- 
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Thursday of the fourth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect We invoke your mercy in humble prayer, O Lord, that you 
may cause us, your servants, corrected by penance and schooled by 
good works, to persevere sincerely in your commands and come 
safely to the paschal festivities. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106:19-23; John 5:31-47 

If I testify about myself my testimony is not valid. There is 
another who testifies in my favour, and 1 know that his testimony 
about me is valid. You have sent to John and he has testified to the 
truth. Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you 
may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you 
chose for a time to enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier than 
that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to 
finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. 
And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. 
You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word 
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dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. You diligently 
study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you 
refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept praise from men, 
but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your 
hearts. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; 
but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 
How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make 
no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God? But do 
not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, 
on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would 
believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe what 
he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say? (John 5:31-47) 

Witness On one occasion our Lord was approached by the 
leaders of the Jews and was asked for a sign that would prove his 
credentials to them. Our Lord’s response? He heaved a great sigh 
from the heart and said that it was a wicked generation that asked for 
a sign. Their refusal to believe in him, he said, was due not to a lack 
of signs but to a great moral fault of their heart. The only sign that 
would be given them — at least there and then — was the sign of 
Jonah. Jonah preached and the Ninevites repented. Then he left 
them without giving them the sign they had demanded. On another 
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occasion our Lord was approached by the leaders after he had 
cleansed the Temple and was asked by them by what authority he 
had set himself up to do these things. He countered by asking them 
where John’s authority had come from — indirectly reminding them 
that John had given prophetic testimony to him. On a different 
occasion when speaking to his own disciples he appealed to them to 
consider the works he had done, if they found faith in his mere word 
difficult. In our Gospel passage today our Lord refers to various 
testimonies to him beyond his own word. There is, he said, the 
testimony of John — John the Baptist. “Tow have sent to John and 
he has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human testimony; but I 
mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and 
gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.” The 
implication here is that John’s testimony to Jesus was known by the 
leaders — and it may be that John the Baptist testified to Jesus in the 
presence of the leaders directly. But our Lord has greater testimonies 
to his person than John. His own works abundantly testify to him — 
his miracles, his teaching and all that he did. On one occasion John, 
while in prison, had sent his disciples to Jesus to ask if he was the 
one long promised. Our Lord told them to tell John what they had 
seen: the blind, lame and the sick were healed and the poor had the 
good news told them. So our Lord was directing John to look at 
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what he was doing. His own work clearly testified to him. So there 
was the witness of John and the witness of his works. 

But there was more. “The Father who sent me has himself 
testified concerning me .” It is not immediately clear what our Lord is 
referring to here. There was the public witness of the Father at our 
Lord’s baptism, and perhaps this had become more publicly known. 
Perhaps our Lord is referring partially to his astounding miracles 
which proved that the Father was with him. Perhaps our Lord is also 
referring to the constant awareness he himself had of the closeness 
and support of the Father in all he did and said. Certainly it is this 
testimony of the Father to himself which counts overwhelmingly 
with Christ. When St Paul referred in his Letters to his own 
apostolic authority (as he often did), it was Christ’s authorization of 
him which counted in his own mind, an authorization his readers 
would not have witnessed. But he still presented it firmly, 
repeatedly, constantly. In our Gospel passage today (John 5:31-47) it 
was the Father’s testimony that counted for Christ, and it did so far 
more than any mere human testimony. But, our Lord said, the 
leaders did not know the Father. If they did they would believe in 
him. “ You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does 
his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.” But 
there was also the Scriptures. They testify about him. Our Lord 
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repeatedly explained to his disciples that the Son of Man had to 
suffer in order to enter his glory. It was gradually instilled into their 
minds that in this he fulfilled the Scriptures and that the Scriptures 
spoke of him. On the day he rose from the dead our Lord walked 
with two of his disciples — and they were not of the Twelve — and 
showed them at great length how the Scriptures spoke of the Messiah 
as One who would have to suffer, die and rise again. In this way he 
would attain his glory as the Messiah. So it was that one of the 
things that Jesus of Nazareth did was to give to the world a unified 
and clear interpretation of the meaning of the Old Testament. The 
Old Testament — the Scriptures prior to the coming of Jesus — 
spoke of him. He is the key to the inspired writings. Moses wrote 
about me, our Lord says in our passage today. 

So then, there are many things that bear witness to the authority 
of Christ. There is the witness of John, the last of the prophets. 
There is the witness of the Scriptures. There is the witness of 
Christ’s own works. There is the witness of the Father Almighty 
himself. We for our part must be open to this witness, and the 
leaders to whom our Lord was speaking were not open to it. This 
was because, our Lord says, they did not have the love of God in 
their hearts. They made no effort to obtain the praise of God. Let us 
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not be among their number. Let us take our stand with Jesus and be 
with him to the end. 
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Friday of the fourth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 54 (53):3-4 O God, save me by your 
name; by your power, defend my cause. O God, hear my prayer; give 
ear to the words of my mouth. 

Collect O God, who have prepared fitting helps for us in our 
weakness, grant, we pray, that we may receive their healing effects 
with joy and reflect them in a holy way of life. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; Psalm 34:17-18, 19-21, 23; 

John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Jesus moved around in Galilee; he did not wish to travel in 
Judea, because the Jews were trying to kill him. But the Jewish feast 
of Tabernacles was near. But when his brothers had gone up to the 
feast, he himself also went up, not openly but as it were in secret. 
Some of the inhabitants of Jerusalem said, “Is he not the one they 
are trying to kill? And look, he is speaking openly and they say 
nothing to him. Could the authorities have realized that he is the 
Christ? But we know where he is from. When the Christ conies, no 
one will know where he is from. ” So Jesus cried out in the temple 
area as he was teaching and said, “You know me and also know 
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where I am from. Yet 1 did not come on my own, but the one who 
sent me, whom you do not know, is true. 1 know him, because I am 
from him, and he sent me. ” So they tried to arrest him, but no one 
laid a hand upon him, because his hour had not yet come. (John 7:1- 
2, 10, 25-30) 

His origin Two disciplines that have come into their own in 
the modern period are part of what we call the social sciences. I am 
referring to sociology and psychology. They have had a considerable 
impact on modem culture — and have been put to enormous 
practical use. One practical application has been forensics, but many 
others could be mentioned. Part of their method involves the 
gathering of considerable data and determining a normal curve. 
Then cases being studied are situated within the norm and thus the 
profile of any particular individual is highlighted. Of course in 
everyday life we are constantly doing this. When we say a person is 
tall, we have situated that person within the average which we have 
unconsciously determined from the data built up in our everyday life. 
We have placed the person in a kind of class or grouping and noticed 
the ways he differs from the norm: he is tall, he speaks quickly, he is 
less or more than usually intelligent, he is very religious or 
moderately so, he is very handsome and physically strong, and so 
forth. That is why, all things being equal, a person with wide 
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experience is able to make a better judgment about another than one 
who has very limited experience. He is able to set a person against a 
backdrop, within a context, and appreciate more clearly the 
significance of his features. The scientific study of people in 
sociology and psychology attempts to do all this with much more 
precision and care. One of the uses a Christian can make of the study 
of comparative religion is to notice more clearly the distinguishing 
features of the Christian religion, and in particular of the person of 
Jesus Christ. Narrowing the point a little more, a Christian who has a 
deep familiarity with the whole of the Scriptures is able more to 
appreciate the Gospels. The backdrop of the Old Testament 
highlights the distinctive features of the content of the Gospel, be it 
the person of Christ or his teaching and redemptive plan. 

One very distinctive feature of the person of Jesus Christ, 
especially when placed against the backdrop of the Old Testament 
and comparative religion, is set forth in today’s Gospel. It concerns 
Christ’s origin. Take any prophet of the Old Testament — Abraham 
or any of the patriarchs, or Moses, David or any of the many 
prophets who succeeded them — and ask, what was that prophet’s 
origin? The location is given or not given as the case may be. 
Abraham was from Ur of the Chaldees. Moses was born in Egypt, 
David in Bethlehem, the prophets were from this or that locality. 
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Their origin is totally and entirely explained by reference to a 
particular race and locality. Is there any prophet, priest or king of the 
chosen people who came from heaven? Not at all. But in our Gospel 
passage today (John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30) this is exactly what Jesus of 
Nazareth claimed. Yes, he was bom in Bethlehem, grew up in 
Galilee, and in this sense the people knew where he came from. We 
know where he is from, the people state in our passage today. But 
they knew that the origin of the Messiah was to be mysterious. 
“When the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from.” Yes, 
our Lord proclaims, you know where I am from. He was from 
Nazareth in Galilee. He was a Galilean and as the leaders would ask, 
do prophets come from Galilee? But in fact they do not know where 
he is from, for he has come from God. He has come from God not 
merely in the sense that God has constituted him his messenger, and 
sent him to the people as one with a divine commission. He has 
come from God in that he was with God in the beginning. Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and he came down from heaven. From all 
eternity he had been with his Father. In the fullness of time he 
became man with a great work to do, entrusted to him by his 
heavenly Father. This is above all the sense in which our Lord said 
that he had come from God and was sent by him. Our Lord rejoiced 
at the Last Supper when he saw that his disciples could now see more 
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clearly than ever that the Father had sent him. This matter of the 
origin of Jesus Christ was of overriding importance. It is a unique 
and most distinctive feature of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ transcends all other prophets and leaders of the 
Old Testament, and all the great founders of the religion of mankind. 
His transcendence comes especially from his origin. His origin is the 
bosom of the Father, as St John expresses it in his Gospel prologue. 
No one has seen God except the only Son of the Father, who is 
nearest the Father’s heart. He has made him known. Let us 
appreciate anew the singular grandeur of Jesus Christ who has come 
from God to bring us back to the Father’s heart, to be with him there 
for ever. 
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Saturday of the fourth week in Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):5, 7 The waves of death rose 
about me; the pains of the netherworld surrounded me. In my 
anguish I called to the Lord, and from his holy temple he heard my 
voice. 

Collect May the working of your mercy, O Lord, we pray, direct our 
hearts aright, for without your grace we cannot find favour in your 
sight. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-12; 

John 7:40-53 

On hearing his words, some of the people said, Surely this man 
is the Prophet. Others said, He is the Christ. Still others asked, How 
can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that 
the Christ will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the 
town where David lived? Thus the people were divided because of 
Jesus. Some wanted to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him. 
Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and 
Pharisees, who asked them, Why didn’t you bring him in? No-one 
ever spoke the way this man does, the guards declared. You mean he 
has deceived you also? the Pharisees retorted. Has any of the rulers 
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or of the Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows 
nothing of the law — there is a curse on them. Nicodemus, who had 
gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 
Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out 
what he is doing? They replied, Are you from Galilee, too? Look into 
it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee. 
Then each went to his own home. (John 7:40-53) 

The words of Jesus Our Gospel passage today directs our 
attention to Christ precisely as speaking and teaching. It was “on 
hearing his words ” that “ some of the people said, Surely this man is 
the Prophet .” Our Lord’s speech, his address, his very words were 
singularly and inexpressibly convincing. When, during his public 
ministry, our Lord revisited his home town of Nazareth, the people 
were astonished at the gracious words coming from his lips and the 
wisdom they expressed. With the exception of Jesus and Mary, they 
had not known the mystery of Jesus during his years at Nazareth. 
There were rare manifestations of it. For instance, when Jesus was 
twelve, the Holy Family visited the Temple of Jerusalem and he 
stayed behind there. Mary and Joseph found him three days later in 
the Temple and we are told that the doctors engaging in conversation 
with him were amazed at his intelligence. They were struck at 
hearing this Child of twelve speak. But it was during his public 
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ministry that the extraordinary grandeur of his person was revealed, 
and it was revealed especially in his speaking. We remember how, at 
the threshold of his public ministry, two of the disciples of John the 
Baptist followed Jesus in silence. Our Lord turned to them and asked 
what they wanted. He then invited them to come with him to where 
he was staying. They spent the rest of that day listening to him and 
conversing with him. They went off knowing that he was the 
Messiah: all they had to go on was the person they had seen and the 
words they had heard. They saw no miracles, but he spoke to them 
and he was utterly convincing. We remember, too, how shortly after 
this our Lord was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness and there 
he was tempted by Satan. Satan had seen no miracles. What had he 
to go on that led him to note the singular nature of the person before 
him? I suspect that one factor would have been the holiness of every 
word that came from the mouth of Jesus. Satan would have seen that 
no one spoke as this man spoke. 

Our Gospel scene today (John 7:40-53) shows our Lord in the 
Temple speaking to the people. They are profoundly, profoundly 
moved and most of all by the revelation of his very person that his 
words constituted. Some could only say, this man must be the 
promised Prophet, the one foretold by Moses. Others said, he is the 
Messiah, the one foretold by Isaiah and others of the prophets. They 
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regarded our Lord as incomparable precisely in his address. The 
Temple guards, sent to arrest him and bring him before the 
authorities, could not bring themselves to lay their hands on him. All 
they could say to their masters was, no one has spoken as this man 
speaks. It was not that our Lord was simply a most convincing 
orator, holding the entire people he was addressing in the palm of his 
hand because of his skill with words. It was because his words 
artlessly revealed a unique person, a person of such incomparable 
holiness and moral power that to have laid hands on him would have 
left one self-condemned. This is indeed the core of the issue. Those 
of authentic moral disposition were convinced by seeing and hearing 
Jesus. Simply to have heard him was enough. The objections raised 
by some hearers that he did not seem to fulfil the requirements of 
Messiahship may not have been malicious. They did not know that 
he had indeed been born at Bethlehem and it is not impossible that 
some may not have known that he was indeed a son of David. The 
case was different with the chief priests and the Pharisees. They 
hated him and this is obvious from our text today. So we have the 
spectacle before us of Jesus Christ, the eternal Word of God made 
flesh among us, speaking the things of God and revealing his 
ineffable person. As Simon Peter said to him elsewhere in the 
Gospel, Lord, to whom shall we go? Your words are words of eternal 
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life, and we believe (John 6: 68). To crown it all, just before his 
Passion, Peter, James and John would hear the Father say from the 
cloud, This is my beloved Son, listen to him. 

No one has spoken as Jesus Christ spoke. His words are the 
words that bring eternal life. Mankind is commanded by God to 
listen to him. He, Jesus Christ, is the very Word of God and this 
Word comes to each generation in the Scriptures and in the Church’s 
teaching. We must hear this word and put it into practice. If we do 
this we shall be like the house that is built on rock. When the 
elements beat on that house, it will stand for its foundation is the 
word of Christ. That is the key. Let us then make our whole life a 
matter of listening to his word and living by it. 

-- 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 43 (42): 1-2 Give me justice, O God, and 
plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the deceitful 
and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength. 

Collect By your help, we beseech you. Lord our God, may we walk 
eagerly in that same charity with which, out of love for the world, 
your Son handed himself over to death. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15; 

Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship 
at the Feast. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with 
a request. Sir, they said, we would like to see Jesus. Philip went to tell 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied. The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a grain 
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while 
the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will 
be. My Father will honour the one who serwes me. Now my heart is 
troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
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was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name! 
Then a voice came from heaven, I have glorified it, and will glorify it 
again. The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others 
said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, This voice was for your 
benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the 
prince of this world will be driven out. But I, when 1 am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw cdl men to myself. Fie said this to show the kind of death 
he was going to die. (John 12:20-33) 

The Saviour Our Gospel passage today opens with a scene 
which is full of symbolism not only for us who read it, but also, it 
seems, for our Lord himself who is the object of it. The great feast 
had arrived (during which our Lord would be crucified). Many 
pilgrims from all over the world had come to worship at the Feast in 
the Temple of Jerusalem — showing, incidentally, the most sacred 
character of the Temple of Jerusalem as far as those who lived the 
revealed religion of Israel were concerned. Yahweh God dwelt there 
in an altogether special manner. For them, in a real sense, it was the 
centre of the world. Among the pilgrims were “some Greeks” who 
approached Philip with their request. John, the author of the Gospel, 
mentions that Philip was from Bethsaida in Galilee, perhaps meaning 
to indicate that being from Bethsaida in Galilee Philip knew and 
spoke Greek well. I suspect too that Philip’s very name indicates a 
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Greek connection. In any case, these “Greeks” wished to see Jesus. 
This would indicate in them a truly religious disposition and a sign of 
the good-heartedness of so many among the Gentiles to come. Our 
Lord had already encountered this in his ministry, notably in the 
Roman centurion who had asked him to heal his servant. Our Lord 
stated that he had not seen in Israel the like of the faith of the 
centurion. Much earlier still, we remember the Magi coming from 
the East to acknowledge the newborn Child. So too here, Greeks 
who accepted the revelation granted to the Jews are approaching our 
Lord. They want to see him. Let us imagine Philip and Andrew 
returning to them to conduct them to their meeting with Jesus. 
Imagine our Lord conversing with them, presumably in common 
Greek, and watching their profound attention to him. They would 
not have realized it, but they were gazing on the human face of God. 
Our Lord was seeing beyond them to the nations he would send his 
disciples to when he had risen from the dead. As we think of this 
first part of our scene, we think of Jesus Christ the one and only 
Saviour of the entire world. 

St John gives us our Lord’s words when Philip and Andrew 
approached him to ask that he receive “the Greeks.” (John 12:20-33) 
Their request was symbolic of the missionary and catholic character 
of the Church of which Christ would be Head. Our Lord raised his 
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thoughts to the pivotal event which was soon to come: his passion, 
his death and his resurrection. This would be his path to glory. On 
another occasion, James and John (with their mother) had asked that 
he give them places at his right and left in his kingdom. As to first 
places, he told them, that was for his heavenly Father to decide, but 
the important thing was, could they drink his cup? To share in his 
glory it was necessary to share in his sufferings. And so our Lord 
here speaks of his hour that had now come. It was the hour for the 
redemption of all mankind from sin, and the “Greeks” represented 
the bulk of mankind. His entire life was a free offering to the Father 
to carry out his plan of salvation, and the giving of his life on the 
cross was the supreme moment of ransom for the many. This 
offering of his life was absolutely unique in its meaning and effect. 
By means of it he expiated for the sins of all mankind, making up by 
his full obedience for all the offences of human history against God. 
His death expressed to the very end his obedient love of the Father. 
He did this for the glory of the Father not only on his own behalf, but 
on ours too for we were unable to render to the Father the glory that 
is his due. He carried us all along with him, holding us and our sins 
in his embrace, and carried us with him into the Holy of Holies. The 
blood of Christ bore us along to the bosom of the Father. He 
reconciled all humanity with the Father. By his death on the cross 
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Christ offered the unique, perfect and definitive paschal sacrifice. It 
opened up for all mankind communion with God. No one comes to 
the Father except through Christ. It is by his name alone that all men 
are saved. The coming of the Greeks to speak to Jesus symbolizes 
the universal scope of the redemption wrought by Christ as he 
offered his life on the cross. 

Let us place ourselves among the group of Greeks who sought 
to speak with Jesus, and who found themselves in his presence. 
Wonder of wonders, this very meeting is going on continually in our 
lives! Every time we participate in holy Mass, this same Jesus is 
there speaking to us through his word, and in the Eucharistic action 
making present the great sacrifice of himself for us, to which he 
alludes in our passage today. The hour that was coming is made 
sacramentally present at every Mass, and we are able to unite 
ourselves to Christ in this his hour. Let us resolve to make the whole 
of our lives a sharing in the great redemptive hour of Jesus Christ. If 
we do this, we shall share in his glory. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.606-618 
(Jesus offers himself to the Father for our sins) 

-- 
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Monday of the fifth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 56 (55):2 Have mercy on me, O God, for 
people assail me; they fight me all day long and oppress me. 

Collect O God, by whose wondrous grace we are enriched with 
every blessing, grant us so to pass from former ways to newness of 
life, that we may be made ready for the glory of the heavenly 
Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; 
Psalm 23:1-6; John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again 
in the temple courts, where all the people gathered round him, and 
he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her 
stand before the group and said to Jesus, Teacher, this woman was 
caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to 
stone such women. Now what do you say? They were using this 
question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But 
Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to 
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them, If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a 
stone at her. Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At 
this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones 
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 
Jesus straightened up and asked her, Woman, where are they? Has 
no-one condemned you? No-one, sir, she said. Then neither do / 
condemn you, Jesus declared. Go now and leave your life of sin. 
(John 8:1-11) 

The conscience May I introduce my comment with an 
observation about one important current of modern thought. It 
concerns what we might call contemporary scientism. We could 
describe scientism, which is not the same as being scientific, as a 
belief that whatever cannot be experienced by the senses, i.e., seen, 
touched and heard, does not exist. It allows the vindication by 
scientific experiment as being the only criterion of valid knowledge. 
It is a form of the philosophy we might call Naturalism. First and 
foremost, this means that God does not exist because he cannot be 
subjected to scientific observation and proof. He is not a hard fact 
but a subjective thought, a subjective persuasion, a mere image. 
Now this assumption is applied also to conscience and morality. For 
instance, the Harvard neuroscientist and philosopher Joshua Greene 
once wrote that his goal as a scientist is “to reveal our moral thinking 
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for what it is: a complex hodgepodge of emotional responses and 
rational (re)constructions, shaped by biological and cultural forces.” 
For Greene the conscience is just part of our chemical and physical 
wiring as is our sense of the God whose voice it echoes. It is not a 
faculty for knowing objective moral obligation. Well, in respect to 
the subject of conscience, let us turn to our Gospel passage today and 
observe its presence even if out of sight. Our Lord is in the Temple 
teaching and the leaders come to him hoping to trap him. An 
adulterous woman is presented to him and he is asked what is to be 
done with her. Is she to be stoned, as Moses directed? Our Lord said 
nothing, but merely “bent down and started to write on the ground 
with his finger .” They persisted, perhaps thinking that they had him 
perplexed and reduced to silence. At this he rose and said, “If any 
one of you is without sin, let him to be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” A great pause, as he continued to write on the ground. A stony 
and uneasy silence. Quietly, and as surreptitiously as possible, this 
and that among them slipped back into the surrounding crowd out of 
sight and quietly made their way off. It happened gradually, quietly, 
with not a word more being said. Finally, all had gone and our Lord 
was still writing on the ground. What had caused this change of 
scene? It had been due to the word of Christ and the accusing 
conscience of man. 
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Christ had spoken. The word of God had been uttered and had 
been heard. At the same time, the conscience of the woman’s 
accusers had been aroused. These men had accused her of sin and 
undoubtedly her own conscience as a result had accused her too. But 
to that point they had not heard the voice of their own guilty 
conscience pronouncing on their own misdeeds. It had been stifled, 
silenced and replaced by self-commendation. We remember the 
parable our Lord told of the Pharisee and the Publican praying in the 
Temple. The Publican was filled with a sense of personal sin and his 
prayer was a repeated request for pardon. His accusing conscience 
was active and prompted him to accept the revelation of God’s mercy 
and to appeal for his pardon. By contrast, the Pharisee had no sense 
of sin. His conscience had fallen silent. The Pharisee saw what was 
wrong with the Tax Collector behind him, but saw nothing wrong 
with himself. This is very, very common in human history. The 
result was that the Publican was justified in God’s sight, whereas the 
Pharisee remained in his sins. In our Gospel passage today (John 
8:1-11) we see how the word of Christ triggered the conscience of 
the accusers and left them self-condemned - even though they did 
not admit it. Their judgment on the woman was now turned back on 
themselves by their own conscience. That is to say, in their 
conscience they were sensing the law and judgment of God. They 
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could not bear it and they had to quietly flee away. This scene shows 
us the intimate connection between the word and the law of God and 
the natural conscience of man. Christ spoke and the conscience of 
his hearers was aroused. Their conscience acted as the representative 
and sanction of the word of Christ. John Henry Newman in his 
famous Letter to the Duke of Norfolk in 1875 described the 
conscience as the aboriginal vicar of Christ — which is to say the 
representative of Christ’s word in the heart of man. The conscience 
of man instinctively approves what God reveals and supports it by its 
own sanctions. If its voice is not merely feared (as with the 
Pharisees of our passage) but respected and accepted (as with the 
Publican praying in the Temple) it will lead us to God and to Christ. 
Let us then accept, respect and be faithful to the intimations of our 
conscience. 

Let us be profoundly grateful to God for revealing to us his 
word and his plan. Because of it we are able to live in the light and 
that light takes us to heaven. But let us also be grateful to God for 
endowing us with the gift of a conscience. It is the natural glory of 
man and, considered as including his intelligence and freedom, it is 
his distinguishing trait as a human being. His conscience is his most 
important natural endowment equipping him to be religious in the 
sense intended by God. It also enables him to respond to God’s word 
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not merely as did the Pharisees who fled before the voice of their 
conscience, but as did the Publican who accepted the voice of 
conscience and appealed to God for mercy. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the fifth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 27 (26): 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong; be 
stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord! 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord, perseverance in obeying your 
will, that in our days the people dedicated to your service may grow 
in both merit and number. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21; 

John 8:21-30 

Once more Jesus said to them, I am going away, and you will 
look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot 
come. This made the Jews ask, Will he kill himself? Is that why he 
says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come ’? But he continued, You are 
from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this 
world. I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not 
believe that 1 am, you will indeed die in your sins. Who are you? 
they asked. Just what I have been claiming all along, Jesus replied. 
/ have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is 
reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world. They did 
not understand that he was telling them about his Father. So Jesus 
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said, When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that 1 am, and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the 
Father has taught me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not 
left me alone, for I always do what pleases him. Even as he spoke, 
many put their faith in him. (John 8:21-30) 

Christ transcends all For almost the whole of the modern 
period there has been present a slowly developing current of thought 
within the Christian world reducing the status and person of Jesus to 
something approximating the level of the great. His divinity has 
been gradually downplayed and often entirely lost sight of — nay, 
even denied. There have even been some who have denied his 
historical existence, but this position scarcely needs consideration. 
Jesus Christ is allowed to be manifestly a person of enormous 
religious and therefore cultural influence in the history of the world. 
Indeed, to many students of history his influence over the hearts of 
generations is perhaps something of a mystery — after all, for them 
he is merely a great historical figure. They reduce him to the level of 
the great. He is great and is to be classed among the great, but 
nothing more. The Christian who accepts the witness of the Church 
about Christ does not allow this as adequate: Christ transcends in his 
person all others in the history of mankind. He is not to be ranked 
with Buddha, Confucius, Aristotle, Plato, Moses, Abraham, let alone 
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Mahomet. He is greater far than all of them. Moreover, his 
greatness is not just a factor of the number of his followers — which 
is to say that his rank in history is not to be calculated merely by 
comparing the number of Christians with the number of those 
following other traditions of belief and thought. His uniqueness is 
personal to him. Therein lies his unending fascination and the source 
of the personal love, adoration, worship and consuming dedication to 
him that has filled the lives of countless people. In his dying days on 
the island of Elba, Napoleon Bonaparte recognized the superiority of 
Jesus Christ over all those in history who to that point had captured 
his own imagination. There are two features of Jesus Christ that 
command the attention and the heart of mankind: his divinity and his 
unmatchable holiness. Though absolutely human he is absolutely 
divine, and perforce he is incomparably holy. He is the sparkling 
jewel of our race, the wonder of history. 

Many passages of the Gospels give expression to these great 
facts, including our own passage today. Christ contrasts himself to 
his hearers: “ Where 1 go, you cannot come.''' He was returning to the 
bosom of his Father. No one can go to the position he will occupy, 
though he will prepare a place for us there. Then very solemnly he 
tells his hearers, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of 
this world; I am not of this world. / told you that you would die in 
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your sins; if you do not believe that I am, you will indeed die in your 
sins". We are from below. He comes from heaven, and from all 
eternity he, the eternal Son, has been with the eternal Father. From 
there has he come down to be with us sinners, and he tells us that if 
we refuse to believe in him and in who he reveals himself to be, we 
shall die in our sins and never go to where he wishes to take us. This 
applies to all — all are called to be his disciples. It is the vocation of 
mankind. Then, in response to his plea and his warning, there comes 
the question: Who are you? Who do you claim to be that so much 
depends on our placing our faith in you? Our Lord in response refers 
his questioners to all that he has revealed of himself: “ Just what I 
have been claiming all along," Jesus replied. Then comes his most 
impressive of claims: “ When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am, and that l do nothing on my own but speak 
just what the Father has taught me. The one who sent me is with me; 
he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him. Even as 
he spoke, many put their faith in him" (John 8:21-30). You will 
know that “I am” when I have been lifted up: the revelation of my 
divinity will be especially given from the Cross, and you will then 
see that I do and say all that the Father asks of me. He is always with 
me, because “/ always do what pleases him." Jesus Christ was 
absolutely and utterly sinless, never for a moment failing to do what 
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his heavenly Father willed. It could not be otherwise for he is the 
eternal Son of the eternal Father. He is God become man for our 
sakes. 

All our days we ought to rest our gaze on the person of Jesus 
Christ. He is the highest and truest object of man’s religion. Man is 
made to know, love and serve God here on earth, and this grand 
vocation of man is made concrete in his call to know, love and serve 
Christ. Before the world began, St Paul writes in one of his Letters, 
God chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. Let us 
then strive to know and love the living Jesus all our days, and by 
means of the grace of the Holy Spirit let us model our mind, heart 
and daily life on his incomparable person. 

-- 


- 490 - 





Wednesday of the fifth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):48-49 My deliverer from angry 
nations, you set me above my assailants; you saved me from the 
violent man, O Lord. 

Collect Enlighten, O God of compassion, the hearts of your children, 
sanctified by penance, and in your kindness grant those you stir to a 
sense of devotion a gracious hearing when they cry out to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Daniel 3:52-56; 

John 8:31-42 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, If you hold to 
my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free. They answered him, We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How 
can you say that we shall be set free? Jesus replied, I tell you the 
truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it for ever. So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. / know you are 
Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you 
have no room for my word. I am telling you what I have seen in the 
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Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your 
father. Abraham is our father, they answered. If you were 
Abraham’s children, said Jesus, then you would do the things 
Abraham did. As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has 
told you the truth that 1 heard from God. Abraham did not do such 
things. You are doing the things your own father does. We are not 
illegitimate children, they protested. The only Father we have is God 
himself. Jesus said to them, If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I came from God and now am here. 1 have not come on my 
own; but he sent me. (John 8:31-42) 

Christ and Satan There have been moments in history when the 
course of events has been in the hands of evil men and a flood of 
misfortunes have poured from their hands over great numbers of 
innocent individuals. Nothing seemed able to stop the river of 
sadness, and it took a great loss of life to confront and overcome it. 
An obvious instance of this was the rise of Nazism in Germany and 
its upshot in the Second World War. There was the bombing and 
conquest of Poland. There was the holocaust of Jews in the gas 
chambers and the destruction of so much human life. Or again, 
consider the brutality of the armies of Japan not only during the war, 
but before it when they invaded and ravaged China. It was an evil 
day and a new day dawned only gradually, leaving much of the 
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world at the time in ruins with so many young lives snuffed out. To 
many it seemed that there was at work in the world a greater than 
human force. The demonic was intensely active, causing fire and 
hail and conflagrations all over the work of God’s hands. The very 
scale of the harm being done suggests that Satan and his minions 
were having a field day. That Satan himself has a world perspective 
is suggested by the temptation he insinuated to our Lord in the desert 
following our Lord’s baptism by John in the river Jordan. Satan 
tempted our Lord by promising him dominion over the whole world. 
It would be his gift, on the condition that he, Jesus, acknowledged 
and worshipped him. Our Lord summarily dismissed him from his 
presence, but the point to be noted here is that Satan spoke of the 
world as his possession. Time and again we read of writers in the 
past who lamented that things in their day had come to the pass they 
had. Each age has its measure of evil and good. Satan has been 
active across the face of the world since the dawn of human history, 
and is active in every generation. His reach is considerable, and 
history bears witness to his domination of certain individuals and 
courses of events. Of course, the power of this black prince is as 
nothing when set before the power of Christ the Redeemer. 

This fact of the influence of Satan in history and over 
individuals is alluded to by our Lord in our passage today. Our Lord 
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refers to the influence of Satan very bluntly. He assures his hearers 
that he is telling them what he has seen of the Father, whereas they 
do what they have heard from their father. Their father is Satan. 
They are stark words, and they are a warning to all who read them. 
Our Lord’s hearers did not know that Satan was influencing them. 
When our Lord announced the doctrine of the Eucharist in the 
synagogue of Capernaum, many of his disciples left him. What he 
had told them — that in real truth they must eat his flesh and drink 
his blood if they were to live — was too much. They did not accept 
his word. After they had gone, our Lord turned to the Twelve and 
asked if they were going too. No, they would not, replied Simon 
Peter, for he, Jesus, spoke the word of life, and they believed. Then 
our Lord said, have I not chosen you, and yet one of you is a devil! 
Satan already had a presence within the circle of the Twelve, in our 
Lord’s own camp, in his very household. Satan was beginning to 
dominate the heart of Judas Iscariot. Obviously Judas too was 
among those who did not really believe. Archbishop Fulton Sheen 
used to say that it was the doctrine of the Eucharist that triggered the 
defection of Judas, not his love for money. In our passage today our 
Lord says this: “ You are ready to kill me, because you have no room 
for my word. I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s 
presence, and you do what you have heard from your father” (John 
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8:31-42). Satan, a high angel, refused to accept the word of God and 
became a devil and was immediately expelled. He induced Adam 
and Eve to refuse the word of God at the dawn of human history. He 
drew Judas Iscariot after him in refusing the word of Christ. Our 
Lord is telling his hearers today that in their refusal to accept his 
word they are taking their lead from their father, the Devil. All this 
means that far more is involved and far more is at stake in our 
response to Christ and to what is good than merely our personal 
judgment. Satan is near at hand. 

Behind the universe is the sustaining hand of God. God is the 
Absolute, the Ultimate. His human face is Christ, God the Son made 
man, crucified for our sins and risen from the dead for our 
redemption. His standard is held aloft across the world. But there is 
another too, far his inferior and utterly dependent on him for his 
entire existence. That other is the Enemy par excellence of all that is. 
He hates God and wishes to ruin everything. On the one hand there 
is God, and on the other there is Satan. Let us make sure that our 
whole life is nothing other than a complete affirmation of Christ and 
a complete renunciation of Satan. For God and for Christ, then! 

-- 
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Thursday of the fifth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 9:15 Christ is mediator of a New Covenant, 
so that by means of his death, those who are called may receive the 
promise of an eternal inheritance. 

Collect Be near, O Lord, to those who plead before you, and look 
kindly on those who place their hope in your mercy, that, cleansed 
from the stain of their sins, they may persevere in holy living and be 
made full heirs of your promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 17:3-9; Psalm 105:4-9; John 8:51-59 

I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see 
death. At this the Jews exclaimed, Now we know that you are 
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say 
that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. 
Who do you think you are? Jesus replied, If I glorify myself, my glory 
means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one 
who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said 
I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his 
word. Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my 
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day; he saw it and was glad. You are not yet fifty years old, the Jews 
said to him, and you have seen Abraham! I tell you the truth, Jesus 
answered, before Abraham was born, 1 am! At this, they picked up 
stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the 
temple grounds. (John 8:51-59) 

The holy Name It was long the practice of the Hebrew 
religion not to pronounce the divine name of YHWH in liturgical 
settings, out of respect for this holy Name. Of course, there was 
uncertainty over how this Name was to be pronounced anyway 
because of the issue of Hebrew vowels, but apart from this 
philological reason, there was the reason of profound respect for the 
infinite greatness and goodness of God. An alternative name was 
used in the reading of this sacred name: “Adonai,” which means 
“Lord”. Similarly, Greek translations of the Bible used the word 
“Kyrios” and Latin scholars translated it to “Dominus”. As said, both 
mean Lord. In 2008 the Holy See directed that the recent popular 
practice of pronouncing the divine name of Yahweh in the reading of 
the Lectionary and in hymns and prayers must cease in settings of 
Catholic worship. The traditional practice of using the word “Lord” 
had to be resumed. I mention all this to illustrate the sacredness of 
the name which God revealed to Moses as being his. What is your 
name? Moses asked him at the Burning Bush. God revealed it as 
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being, I AM , and the consonants of the word are to be found in the 
inspired text. It is a name full of meaning and, I think I can safely 
say, unique in the history of the world. No other deity among the 
religions of man was given that name, and as the centuries passed not 
only did this name receive the utmost respect from those who 
accepted divine revelation, but it was the spur to profound 
philosophical reflection on the nature of God. We could say that this 
reflection reached its apogee in the thought of Thomas Aquinas who 
saw in it a revelation of God as pure and simple Being. No other 
could claim or be allowed this name, and it reflected the unique 
transcendence of God and the discounting of any gods other than 
Him. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of Moses and 
the prophets, is the one and only God. The first of the Ten 
Commandments is that he alone be acknowledged as God. You shall 
have no other gods apart from me. It is the linchpin of revealed 
religion, and it marks a watershed in the history of man’s religions. 

Not only could no other god or being claim such a name, but of 
course no one did. But here we have in our Gospel passage today the 
man Jesus stating in the presence of his very enemies, those who 
were bent on catching him out in what he said, which was that - and 
I quote - “7 am.” Its significance was unmistakable. He had already 
said, to the amazement of his audience, that “/ tell you the truth, if 
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anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." What prophet ever 
claimed such a thing? The prophets readily said that life comes to the 
one who keeps the word of God, and they themselves proclaimed the 
word of God. But here was Jesus stating that his own word gives life 
to the one who keeps it. His hearers replied, “Are you greater than 
our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you 
make yourself out to be?" That is the question of the ages: Who is 
Christ, and who does he claim to be? Elsewhere in the Gospels we 
read that our Lord asked the Twelve who men said he was. They 
told him of the various opinions held by the people — basically that 
he was a great man, a great prophet, one of the greatest come back 
again among them. But who do you say I am, he asked? Here in our 
passage today, our Lord’s hearers ask him who he says he is. We 
remember during the trial of Christ before the Sanhedrin, he was 
solemnly asked, and was abjured under oath, who he claimed to be. 
Was he or was he not, the Messiah, the Son of the living God? He 
said, yes indeed I am, and you will see me coming at the right hand 
of God on the clouds of heaven. It sealed his condemnation, and our 
Lord went freely to his death bearing witness to the truth about 
himself and by this means redeemed the world. In our Gospel 
passage today (John 8: 51-59), his hearers ask him virtually the same 
question: who do you make yourself out to be? Our Lord gave them 
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his answer: “/ tell you the truth, Jesus answered, before Abraham 
was born, 1 am!” Our Lord claimed to be God himself, but not the 
Father. “//’ I glorify myself my glory means nothing. My Father, 
whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.” Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. 

Let us place ourselves before the person of Jesus Christ, living 
now and risen from the dead. He is the Man of the ages, 
incomparable in his person and in his teaching. No one claimed to 
be what he claimed to be and he vindicated his claims by his life, his 
holiness and his works. He is the object of our worship, our 
adoration, our love and our service. We were made to know, love 
and serve him here on earth and so to be with him forever in heaven. 
Let us bring this fact to the world around us. 

-- 
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Friday of the fifth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 31 (30): 10, 16, 18 Have mercy on me, O 
Lord, for I am in distress. Deliver me from the hands of my enemies 
and those who pursue me. O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I 
call on you. 

Collect Pardon the offences of your peoples, we pray, O Lord, and 
in your goodness set us free from the bonds of the sins we have 
committed in our weakness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : O God, who in this season give your Church the grace to imitate 
devoutly the Blessed Virgin Mary in contemplating the Passion of 
Christ, grant, we pray, through her intercession, that we may cling 
more firmly each day to your Only Begotten Son and come at last to 
the fullness of his grace. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm 18:2-7; John 10:31-42 

Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to 
them, 1 have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For 
which of these do you stone me? We are not stoning you for any of 
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these, replied the Jews, but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, 
claim to be God. Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your Law, 
7 have said you are gods ’? If he called them ‘gods ’, to whom the 
word of God came — and the Scripture cannot be broken — what 
about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent 
into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I 
said, 7 am God’s Son’? Do not believe me unless I do what my 
Father does. But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, 
believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in me, and I in the Father. Again they tried to seize him, 
but he escaped their grasp. Then Jesus went back across the Jordan 
to the place where John had been baptising in the early days. Here 
he stayed and many people came to him. They said, Though John 
never performed a miraculous sign, cdl that John said about this man 
was true. And in that place many believed in Jesus. (John 10:31-42) 

State of heart Our Gospel passage today (John 10:31-42) 
opens with the leaders of the Jews taking action in order to put Jesus 
to death there and then. It was going to be a lynching, a stoning to 
death despite the presence in the City of the Roman administration. 
When Jesus was eventually arrested the priests took him to Pilate and 
said, by way of introduction, that they had no power to put anyone to 
death. For that reason they had come to him to secure his execution. 
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Here, however, John reports that “the Jews” attempted to stone Jesus, 
and it was not the first time. The context was what our Lord had just 
claimed. He had just said in the sentence prior to this passage, 
publicly and in the presence of his very enemies, that he and the 
Father were one. Of course, a reader of this text could assert that 
Jesus was meaning no more than that he and the Father were of one 
mind and will — in the sense that Jesus himself “always did what 
pleased him.” But this was not the clear meaning that was conveyed. 
There was no doubt in the minds of the leaders who had just heard 
our Lord that he meant one thing: he was claiming to be one in being 
with the Father of whom he had just been speaking. It was an 
amazing assertion and it had no precedent in all of Israel’s history. It 
was blasphemy, they immediately decided, and it was the chance 
they had been seeking. At their violent reaction our Lord did not 
take back what he had just said, nor did he deny their general 
interpretation of it. He did ask them to think much more carefully of 
his claim. The “Son of God” was not in itself a blasphemous title, 
for in the psalm (81:6) the judges of God’s people were called “sons 
of God” and even “gods”. How much more was this title applicable 
to him whom God had “sent into the world.” Consider my 
credentials, our Lord insisted. Do not my deeds of mercy performed 
in your presence manifest the Father’s approval of what I am 
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claiming? Would God my heavenly Father enable me to do these 
things were I blaspheming him? 

Our Lord’s logic made no impression because their hearts were 
hardened against him. Earlier in the same Gospel Nicodemus, one of 
the leaders of the Jews (and his case shows that our Lord’s rejection 
cannot be attributed to all the leaders of the Jews) visited our Lord by 
night. Nicodemus told our Lord that no one could perform the works 
he was doing unless God were with him (3:2). The people, seeing 
his works, understood very clearly that in Jesus God had visited his 
people, and that a great prophet had arisen among them. When our 
Lord’s disciples, out in the midst of the storm, saw him at a word 
quell the winds and the sea, they bowed down before him and 
acknowledged him to be the Son of God. The very devils did this. 
This was no ordinary prophet, nor was he merely a great prophet. He 
was claiming God to be his very own Father in a sense that was 
unique. He spoke of God as his natural Father and of himself as 
God’s natural Son. He never spoke of himself as being the Father, 
nor of himself as being the Holy Spirit — both of whom he often 
referred to. No, he was the Father’s Son, the only Son of the eternal 
Father and was one with the Father. No other human being could 
possibly claim this, no prophet or holy man. Elsewhere in the 
Gospel of St John our Ford said, in justification of his healing on the 
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Sabbath, that since his Father was working, so he too worked. At 
this, John writes, they were more determined than ever to put an end 
to him because, not content with breaking the Sabbath, he called God 
his own Father and so made himself equal to God (John 5:18). 
Again, on another occasion, he told them that “before Abraham ever 
came to be, I am ” (John 9:58). At this they took up stones with 
which to stone him but he escaped. Our Lord’s words in today’s 
Gospel ask that, in respect to the divine claim he has just made — 
that he and the Father are one (John 10:30) — they consider his 
uniqueness when compared with those of whom the Scriptures call 
“sons of God” and “gods”. He asked that they also consider the 
divine sanction his miracles confer on all that he is saying of himself. 

The evidence for Christ is very powerful, but its acceptance 
requires a disposition that is open to it. The ground and starting 
point of one’s mind, heart and soul has to be truly open to where that 
evidence points. The seed of the word requires good soil. Christ’s 
holiness, the beauty of his person, his almighty power, his works of 
mercy, the loftiness and grandeur of his teaching — all these things 
and more cannot penetrate a will that is simply indisposed to admit 
or allow him. Indeed, such a will can rise up against him and attempt 
to do away with him as did our Lord’s enemies in today’s Gospel. 
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Taking note of this, for our part let us resolve to take our stand with 
Jesus and follow him to the end. 

-- 
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Saturday of the fifth week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 22 (21):20, 7 O Lord, do not stay afar off; 
my strength, make haste to help me! For I am a worm and no man, 
scorned by everyone, despised by the people. 

Collect O God, who have made all those reborn in Christ a chosen 
race and a royal priesthood, grant us, we pray, the grace to will and 
to do what you command, that the people called to eternal life may 
be one in the faith of their hearts and the homage of their deeds. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 37:21-28; Jeremiah 31:10-13; 

John 11:45-56 

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 
had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. But some of them 
went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then the 
chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
What are we accomplishing? they asked. Here is this man 
performing many miraculous signs. If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and 
take away both our place and our nation. Then one of them, named 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, You know 
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nothing at all! You do not realise that it is better for you that one 
man die for the people than that the whole nation perish. He did not 
say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation 
but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and 
make them one. So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 
Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the Jews. 
Instead he withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called 
Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. When it was almost 
time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to 
Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. They 
kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple area they 
asked one another, What do you think? Isn’t he coming to the Feast 
at all? (John 11:45-56) 

The prophecy of Caiaphas The Gospel scene today takes 
us into the gathering of the Sanhedrin. In his account of these scenes 
John, the author of the Gospel, shows a familiarity with discussions 
in the highest circles before and during Christ’s passion. He tells us 
(ch. 18:15) that he was known to the high priest and so, during our 
Lord’s passion, was able to enter “with Jesus into the court of the 
high priest.'’'’ He was able to speak to the woman at the door and so 
let Simon Peter in. Perhaps John was a witness of part of the 
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interrogation of Jesus during his Passion. In any case he had 
connections with the ruling class and it must have been these 
connections that were the source of his information. There were also 
secret believers among them, such as Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea. He narrates, for instance, not only the course of the trial 
of Jesus by the Sanhedrin, but the conversation between Pilate and 
Jesus and Pilate’s publicly stated conviction that Jesus was entirely 
innocent. In our Gospel today, John reports the business of one 
crucial meeting of the Sanhedrin. The chief priests and the Pharisees 
called the meeting, and the question was, What to do about Jesus? 
They were fumbling for some justification for doing away with him. 
He is going from strength to strength in his miracles, they said, and 
— we notice the hypocritical pretext they latched on to — the 
Romans will intervene. It seems that in formal discussion and in 
council they presented themselves to one another as concerned for 
the security of the nation. This growing talk of a “messiah” will 
bring the power of Rome down upon everyone for it was regarded by 
them as a seditious idea. It was a pretext that hid their jealousy — a 
jealousy which Pilate himself spotted as being behind it all. It was 
the high priest who resolved their insincere dilemma and maintained 
the respectability of their consciences. ‘Ton know nothing at all! 
You do not realise that it is better for you that one man die for the 
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people than that the whole nation perish.'" Ah, of course! Jesus just 
has to go. He must be sacrificed for the sake of the nation — 
otherwise the nation is doomed. 

John observes that this utterance from the high priest was a 
prophecy. There were many instances of bad and false prophets in 
the Old Testament. John is saying here that, though the high priest 
was wicked, despite himself he was uttering a true prophecy. He was 
moved to say what he did, without his realizing the true import of his 
words. Moreover, in saying what he did, and in uttering what in fact 
was a prophecy, he was acting not in a purely personal capacity but 
precisely as high priest of the nation. It was, as it were, his office 
that was pronouncing on the death of Jesus Christ. It was as if the 
Jewish nation, in the person of its religious leader and precisely in its 
capacity as the chosen and worshipping people of God, was giving 
voice to the meaning of the death of Jesus Christ. Jesus was giving 
his life for the people of God, the chosen people of Israel and all 
those who would become the new family of God, his scattered 
children. John is pointing to the Hand of the living God at work 
behind the course of events that were leading to the death of his only- 
begotten Son made man. Despite what Satan was orchestrating, 
despite the scheming and hypocritical pretexts of the leaders gathered 
in Council, despite the base, unworthy and ruthless machinations of 
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the powers of the time, God’s purposes were being worked out. The 
very high priest, unbeknown to himself, was announcing to the 
nation’s highest council, what was in fact about to happen. Jesus 
would lay down his life in order that God’s chosen people would not 
perish. As John the Baptist had said at the start of our Lord’s public 
ministry, Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. Many years before that, the Angel had said to Joseph that the 
Child to be born of his wife would save his people from their sins 
(Matt 1:21). The words of the high priest were like a solemn toll of a 
bell sounding from heaven in the ears of the leaders (John 11:45-56). 
The countdown to mankind’s redemption had arrived. 

Two events in history are unique in the annals of the world. 
The first is the Incarnation when God became man. A man walked 
the earth who was divine. He was the Son of God made man. The 
second is the Passion and Death and Resurrection of this man. It is 
the Atonement for man’s sins and it brought life and salvation to the 
world. The words of the high priest were God’s way of placing his 
seal on what was about to happen. Christ would die that God’s 
children may live. Let us live in Christ, then, and never allow 
ourselves to be separated from him. 

-- 
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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. John 12:1, 12-13; Ps 24 (23):9-10 Six days 
before the Passover, when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; in their hands they carried palm 
branches and with a loud voice cried out: Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! O gates, 
lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the 
king of glory! Who is this king of glory? He, the Lord of hosts, he is 
the king of glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who 
have come in your abundant mercy! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of humility for 
the human race to follow caused our Saviour to take flesh and submit 
to the Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient 
suffering and so merit a share in his Resurrection. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Readings during the Mass Isaiah 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24; 

Phil 2:6-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 

Gospel at the Procession with Palms : Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16 
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When the great crowd that had come to the feast heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they took palm branches and went 
out to meet him, and cried out: “Hosanna! “Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord, the king of Israel. ” Jesus found an ass and 
sat upon it, as is written: Fear no more, O daughter Zion; see, your 
king comes, seated upon an ass’s colt. His disciples did not 
understand this at first, but when Jesus had been glorified they 
remembered that these things were written about him and that they 
had done this for him. (John 12:12-16) 

The Entry Let our minds drift back to the crossing of the 
Rubicon by Julius Caesar and his victorious entry into the city of 
Rome. It led to his dictatorship, and that in turn was the beginning of 
the end of Rome as a Republic. Consider, centuries before, the 
triumphant entry of Alexander the Great into the cities he conquered, 
or Mahomet’s triumphant entry centuries later into Mecca, or the 
entry centuries much later of Napoleon into Prussia after the defeat 
of the Fourth Coalition. The course of human history has seen 
triumphant entries come and go and the rise and fall of kingdoms and 
dynasties. A decade after Napoleon’s entry into Berlin, he would be 
in lonely exile on St Helena. Against this backdrop let our minds rest 
on the events portrayed in our Gospel scene today, the triumphant 
entry of Jesus of Nazareth into the holy city of Jerusalem. There he 
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proceeds, slowly towards the gates of the great and venerable city, 
the city he loved so much, the city over which he had wept. It was 
the city which had been the scene of the gradual growth of God’s 
chosen people, and therein stood the Temple, the House of his 
heavenly Father. He proceeds not on the horse of a warrior, but 
humbly on an ass, to the acclaim of the people. After he had been 
glorified, his disciples would remember that in this entry he was 
fulfilling the ancient prophecies. He was indeed a King, the King 
whom God had long promised he would send. He was entering the 
city for a showdown, as it were, with the leaders of the nation. The 
showdown would consist of his formal witness before them to the 
truth of who he was. They had been hounding him, seeking him out, 
and scheming against him precisely because of who he was claiming 
to be. His ultimate message had been that faith in him would bring 
life eternal because he was the Son of the Eternal Father. He and the 
Father were one. Before Abraham ever was, he had said, I am. He 
had made himself God’s equal, God himself. He, a man, claimed to 
be God — though not the Father. The point had arrived and he was 
entering the city to make his formal attestation before the highest 
bodies of the nation. It would mean his death, and his death would 
be both the summit of his witness to the truth and the means whereby 
he would redeem the human race from its sin. 
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Let us place ourselves in the crowd as it surges along in front, 
beside and behind the calm and solemn figure riding on the ass. The 
crowd cast palm branches on the road and held them aloft (John 
12:12-16). They did not understand, but we who have the witness 
and teaching of the Church do understand the sense in which this 
Man of the ages, this Jesus of Nazareth is the King. He is the King 
of kings and the Lord of lords. He was entering the City to bare his 
mighty shoulders for an unheard-of burden. On his shoulders would 
be placed all the sins of the entire world, past, present and to come. 
The proportions of this cannot be adequately imagined. He was 
going to make up for all the offences ever committed against his 
heavenly Father. It is often observed that in respect to numbers we 
are able to take in say, the figure of 100,000. But numbers can reach 
such lengths that they can no longer be taken in — involving, say, 
trillions and trillions. They become mere words and numbers. Let 
us try to imagine the sins of the world. Try to imagine all the sins of 
just one individual and the number of offences against the all-holy 
God which the average life represents. Imagine trying to make up 
for all the offences of but one life, such that they are all now negated. 
Well, this all-holy figure riding on the ass, solemnly proceeding 
towards the City, was about to take upon himself, as one who was 
entirely free of the slightest offence against God, the sins of all 
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mankind. He was about to enter a final battle, in which all the sins of 
the world would be poured down upon him like the fire and 
brimstone that poured down upon the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
We read in the book of Genesis that all that was left of this 
tremendous conflagration was the smoke of the city rising. The two 
cities lay crushed in their sins, never to rise again. Here, now, the 
King who was entering the City would freely accept being crushed 
by the sins of the world but then he would rise as the Victor. By his 
rising, we who are sinners would be enabled to rise with him. In his 
entry into Jerusalem, Christ was joining in battle with the greatest of 
mankind’s enemies, Sin and Satan. It was the greatest of all battles 
and it was the greatest of all victories. 

Let us place ourselves in spirit beside Jesus our King as he 
enters the City. But let us resolve to fight with him in that portion of 
this battle as it is present on the scene of our life. We must gain the 
victory. It will be gained if we fight with him and follow his way. 
That way was the way he was taking now as he entered the City, a 
way that led to Calvary and then to the Resurrection. It is the way of 
obedience to the will of God and bearing witness by our lives to the 
truth of Jesus. Friendship with Jesus is the key, friendship with him 
and a close following in his footsteps. 
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Monday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 35 (34): 1-2; 140 (139):8 Contend, O Lord, 
with my contenders; fight those who fight me. Take up your buckler 
and shield; arise in my defence, Lord, my mighty help. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our weakness 
we fail, we may be revived through the Passion of your Only 
Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14; 

John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner 
was given in Jesus ’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a 
pint ofpure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus ’feet 
and wiped his feet with her hear. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
who was later to betray him, objected, Why wasn’t this perfume sold 
and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages. He 
did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was 
a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what 
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was put into it. Leave her alone, Jesus replied. It was intended that 
she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You will 
always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me. 
Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and 
came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus 
as well, for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to 
Jesus and putting their faith in him. (John 12: 1-11) 

Usefulness One of the notable developments in recent 
decades has been the flourishing sociology of religion. All kinds of 
sociological studies are being made of religious practice, belief and 
phenomena. Allied to this has been an underlying question: what is 
the practical function of religion in people’s lives and in society? 
What purpose does it serve? For instance, in sociological studies the 
effect of religious belief and practice on depression is observed, or 
how religion helps people cope with suffering and natural disasters. 
I have read an article by a leading British anthropologist who 
considered that a key element in the religion of primal peoples was 
the sense it made of the experience of evil and suffering. In this it 
served an important function. In a secular age such as our own (at 
least in the West), religion is marginalised and society is expected to 
function publicly without religion. Modern secular man looks on the 


- 520 - 



world as all there is, but tends to allow religion for the practical 
benefits its practice may bring. Religion can have a use, although 
others would assert that its practice is of little use. That is to say, we 
tend to regard religion from a utilitarian perspective, as depending 
for its value on its contribution to the happiness of man. Now, we 
see something of this in the response of Judas Iscariot to the action of 
Mary, the sister of Martha, in our Gospel today. Let us place 
ourselves in the scene again. “ Here a dinner was given in Jesus ’ 
honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at 
the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an 
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus ’ feet and wiped his feet 
with her hear. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume .” What was Judas Iscariot’s reaction to this? He asked this: 
What was the use of this action? What she did could have been put to 
better use. “ Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 
Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It 
was worth a year’s wages ” (John 12: 1-11). 

St John, the author of our narrative, points out that at root this 
questioning of Judas had a moral source: he was a thief. It was this 
that inspired his utilitarian perspective. But what was the reaction of 
Christ himself for whom this seemingly wasteful action was done? It 
was a good action, he said. She is honouring me while I am still with 
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you, just as she will honour me when I die and am buried. Mary was 
pouring out on our Lord her most precious possession and for no 
practical “use.” Its only “use” was to render honour and praise to the 
person of Jesus. But this is the highest and most central “function” 
of religion. Its “use” is not (primarily) to serve the interests of man’s 
happiness but to render praise, thanks and adoration to God. Indeed, 
this is the highest activity of man and is one of the things which 
clearly sets him apart from all other living things in our world. 
When man is loving and honouring God he is engaged in his highest 
and most worthy activity. I remember years ago a boy I knew 
formed the intention of being a priest. It was a course he had chosen 
in the presence of God in prayer and he did in fact go on to the 
priesthood. But he had an uncle whom he loved, and the uncle tried 
to dissuade him from the priesthood because, said his uncle, it would 
be a waste of a life. A useless waste. What would be the use of it? 
One of the best English works of spirituality in the late Middle Ages, 
written in the second half of the fourteenth century, is The Cloud of 
Unknowing. We notice that the author of this work is concerned to 
refute the charge that the person who pursues a contemplative 
vocation is engaging in a waste of time. His critics, he writes, will 
“sharply reprove him, and tell him he is wasting his time ” (Penguin, 
transl. C. Wolters, p.76). But no. The greatest thing we can do is 
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honour and praise God, and God has become man in Jesus Christ. 
This is of far greater value than making the practice of one’s religion 
subservient to the primary goal of utility. 

Man is made to know, love and serve God here on earth. God 
is to be his foremost value, whether or not this proves to be “useful”. 
It is never a waste of time. What was the “use” of our Lord placing 
himself in the hands of his enemies so as to bear witness to the truth 
of his person, when it resulted in his death? The “use” of it was that 
he bore testimony to divine truth and he made up for the sin of the 
world. Our religion has as its object doing what Mary in our Gospel 
today did: she made Christ the object of her love and adoration. Let 
us resolve to do this every day. 
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Tuesday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 12 Do not leave me to the will of 
my foes, O Lord, for false witnesses rise up against me and they 
breathe out violence. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the 
mysteries of the Lord’s Passion that we may merit to receive your 
pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 71:l-6ab, 15 and 17; 

John 13:21-33, 36-38 

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, 
I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me. His disciples 
stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 
One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to 
him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, Ask him which 
one he means. Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, Lord, who 
is it? Jesus answered, It is the one to whom I will give this piece of 
bread when I have dipped it in the dish. Then, dipping the piece of 
bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. As soon as Judas 
took the bread, Satan entered into him. What you are about to do, do 
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quickly, Jesus told him, but no-one at the meal understood why Jesus 
said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought 
Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to 
give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, 
he went out. And it was night. When he was gone, Jesus scud, Now 
is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is 
glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify 
him at once. My children, / will be with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so / tell you now: Where 
I am going, you cannot come. Simon Peter asked him, Lord, where 
are you going? Jesus replied, Where I am going, you cannot follow 
now, but you will follow later. Peter asked, Lord, why can 7 I follow 
you now? I will lay down my life for you. Then Jesus answered, Will 
you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the 
cock crows, you will disown me three times! (John 13:21-33, 36-38) 

The closeness of God There is described in our Gospel 
passage today an awe-inspiring situation. We have before us the 
Man who is God himself. That alone ought, as it were, take our 
breath away! There he is, familiarly talking with his closest 
associates, those whom he called his friends. I have not called you 
sen’ants, he said, but friends. They were privileged to be on easy 
and familiar terms with the Man who is God, with God the Son made 
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man. Through him all things were made, as St John writes in the 
Prologue of his Gospel. Without him, nothing would or could exist. 
His ease of access, his authentic humanity, his being truly one of us, 
makes his central claim of being God so astonishing. Yet here he is, 
the great God himself, in his humanity reclining at table with his 
chosen friends and sharing with them the most intimate concerns of 
his heart. One of his deepest and most wounding concerns was the 
betrayal he knew was afoot and very nigh. We read that “ Jesus was 
troubled in spirit and testified, I tell you the truth, one of you is going 
to betray me. His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know 
which of them he meant.” But now, look at the familiarity with which 
John, the author of our Gospel passage, deals with Jesus! “ One of 
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 
Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, Ask him which one he 
means. Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, Lord, who is it?” 
He leant back, placing his head on the breast of God the Son made 
man, and simply asked him the leading question which our Lord had 
not divulged in his momentous announcement. No one to this last 
moment had divined that any betrayal was afoot, let alone that Judas 
was implicated in such a thing. Our Lord knew it all. Our Lord 
responded immediately in kind, by sharing with John the news of 
Judas. It is all very human. No one else knew, only John. In all of 
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this we see the intimate friendship and familiarity which God has 
made possible between us and himself. 

However, there is another side to this remarkable scene. It is 
the presence of the most horrendous of sins. There in the midst of 
the group is the Holy of holies, divine Sanctity itself, so entirely 
accessible to the friendship of man as instanced in the Apostles. 
Judas in his heart had for some time turned away from our Lord and 
was giving his soul to other things. He had turned away from God. 
He was called by Christ to share in his friendship, in his life and in 
his mission. Consider the loving restraint of Christ and how he did 
not take back his gift, the gift to Judas of his call and his friendship. 
He did not expel Judas from the Twelve, but undoubtedly continued 
to show him his love and offer him his grace, but to no avail. The 
sorrow of Christ was great. Imagine the emotion with which Christ 
offered Judas his final morsel as a member of his chosen band. 
Undoubtedly it was a final, silent appeal — and with that, Satan 
entered into Judas. It seems that he was lost to Christ. With that, 
Christ told him to go and do what he planned. Thus he went out into 
the night (John 13:21-33, 36-38). It shows that sin can appear in the 
closest proximity to God himself. We think of the sin of the Angels 
long before the creation of man. They were in the presence of God 
and they sinned, turning away from obedience to God. They too 


- 527 - 



were told to go, and they were thrown into Hell - into the night. Let 
us also consider every deliberate sin. We are constantly held in 
existence by our all-powerful loving Father, God. Whatever we do, 
God is in a sense involved because our being and our actions are 
sustained by the creative hand of God. When Satan sinned together 
with his like-minded angels, they were being sustained in existence 
by the all-holy God. This creative act of God meant that God was 
ever-so-near to them in their very sinning. So too with man. God in 
his creative action remains ever-so-near to us in what he regards as a 
horror, our sin. He is sustaining us as we sin - though not willing 
our sin. The proximity of sin to God in the case of Judas is in a sense 
going on every time we sin. Man sins in the most intimate presence 
of God. This thought alone suggests to us the enormity of sin. 

The transcendent God is immanent to his creation. He is far 
closer to each of us than — in terms of awareness — we are to 
ourselves. This great God has become man and made himself visibly 
accessible, and by the gift of grace coming to us in baptism he has 
placed us in him. It means that a wonderful relationship of 
friendship is now possible between us and God. It also means that 
the horror of sin is made more manifest still. Let us then renounce 
sin and choose Christ, and make this choice the central dynamic of 
every day of our lives. 
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Wednesday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Phil 2:10, 8, 11 At the name of Jesus, every 
knee should bend of those in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth, for the Lord became obedient to death, death on a cross: 
therefore Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Lather. 

Collect O God, who willed your Son to submit for our sake to the 
yoke of the Cross, so that you might drive from us the power of the 
enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain the grace of the resurrection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34; 
Matthew 26:14-25 

Then one of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — went 
to the chief priests and asked, What are you willing to give me if I 
hand him over to you? So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. 
From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came 
to Jesus and asked, Where do you want us to make preparations for 
you to eat the Passover? He replied, Go into the city to a certain man 
and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am 
going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house. ’ So 
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the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the 
Passover. When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with 
the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, I tell you the truth, 
one of you will betray me. They were very sad and began to say to 
him one after the other, Surely not I, Lord? Jesus replied, The one 
who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that 
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had 
not been born. Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, 
Surely not I, Rabbi? Jesus answered, Yes, it is you. (Matthew 26:14- 
25) 


The lesson of Judas There is an abundance of recent books 
about what we might call the history of God — meaning by this the 
history of the notion and worship of the one God. There are books 
about the origins of biblical monotheism, the rise of Yahwism, the 
history of the Israelite religion, and so forth. A related subject that is 
worthy of study and reflection is what we might call the history of 
sin. Just as with the subject of the one God, so too in the Sacred 
Scriptures there is much on the subject of sin. The drama of the Holy 
Scriptures is that between God and sin, and just as God appears 
immediately on the first page of Scripture, so does sin appear soon 
after. God creates, and what he creates is good — indeed, in the case 
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of man, his creation is very good. He creates, but then there appears, 
contrary to his plan, the ugly grin of sin. Sin issued from the free 
choice of persons whom God created in his image and likeness — 
first among the angels, then among men. Having arrived on the 
scene of creation, sin was here to stay and fight against God. Its 
defeat is certain, but many have been and will be dragged down by it 
in the process. If we wish to take our stand with God, then we must 
consider sin. We must consider its rise, its successes, and its results. 
Then we must turn from it resolutely and take our stand with Christ. 
In our Gospel passage today we have a special case of most serious 
sin entering into the very circle of Christ himself, taking root there 
and destroying the bright promise that the Lord himself had begun. 
We are speaking of Judas Iscariot, whose name has become a 
by-word for an awful betrayal of all that is good and holy. We forget 
the promise that shone in Judas’s heart and life. He had chosen to 
follow Christ and was numbered among his disciples. We are not 
given the details of his choice of Christ, but this is certain that after 
careful deliberation Christ called him from his many disciples to be 
one of the Twelve. In God’s plan he was meant to be a foundation 
stone of the Church. He had the call to be a great saint, a privileged 
intimate of the Saviour of the world, one who till the end of time 
would take his place with Peter, James, John, Andrew and the others. 
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Judas was admitted into our Lord’s special company. Imagine 
the first days, weeks and months of this intimacy with our Lord. 
Christ had gathered the Twelve to himself and lived with them. They 
travelled together and they shared his toils. He spoke with them 
daily, sharing their meals, sleeping at times in the open as they 
travelled on among the towns and villages and farms. Let us 
remember that we are speaking of God the Son. Their privilege was 
great. Moreover, they had been sent out with a share in his powers, 
his power to preach, his power to heal, his power to cast out devils. 
Judas must have preached ahead of Christ and in preparation for his 
coming to a town or village. He must have healed the sick in the 
name of Jesus and cast out devils in his name. We read of how the 
disciples returned to our Lord telling him of what they had done. He 
would have listened carefully to Judas as he did the same. He would 
have watched Judas, and with growing concern would have noticed 
the change occurring in his heart. St John tells us in his Gospel that 
our Lord did not need to be told what was in a man — he could read 
men’s hearts. He could read the heart of Judas, as he had read it at 
the time of his choice of him. He could read it as he saw the heart of 
Judas gradually losing faith in him and being corrupted. We read in 
the Gospel of St John how as many of his disciples left him 
following his announcement at Capernaum of the doctrine of the 
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Eucharist, he turned to the Twelve and said that one of them was a 
devil (6:70). It seems that by then Judas in his heart of hearts had 
turned away from Christ as a disappointment to his hopes. With the 
passing of time, this did not change but was merely confirmed. How 
great must have been the sorrow of our Lord at seeing one of his very 
own whom he loved being lost to Satan. It was all so secret, but 
Christ could see it all. And so in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
26:14-25) Judas goes to the chief priests and arranges the betrayal. 
The story of Judas is the saddest in all of history. How could a 
person be so wilfully blind! It is the mystery of human freedom, and 
we must take note of it. 

Let us bear in mind the tragedy of Judas Iscariot. There is an 
old saying oft repeated by the saints: there go I but for the grace of 
God. Christ suffered and died for each of us, and so every sin we 
commit gives force retrospectively to the hammer blows of Christ’s 
crucifixion. My sins nailed Christ to the cross, as did the sins of 
every other person. Every time we deliberately sin, we share in the 
disloyalty of Judas. We turn away from the intimacy with Jesus 
which he, Jesus, has granted us by our baptism. Let us every day 
begin again — as Judas should have done — and with a contrite 
heart, relying on the grace of God, resolve to live steadfastly in the 
friendship of Jesus. 
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Thursday of Holy Week: (Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6:14 We should glory in the Cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, 
through whom we are saved and delivered. 

Collect O God, who have called us to participate in this most sacred 
Supper, in which your Only Begotten Son, when about to hand 
himself over to death, entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all 
eternity, the banquet of his love, grant, we pray, that we may draw 
from so great a mystery, the fullness of charity and of life. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18; 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had 
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he now showed them the full exten t of his love. 
The evening meed was being sensed, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father 
had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and 
was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
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clothing, and wrapped a towel round his waist. After that, he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped round him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him. Lord, are you going to wash my feet? Jesus replied. You do not realise 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand. No, said Peter, you 
shall never wash my feet. Jesus answered, Unless I wash you, you have no 
part with me. Then, Lord, Simon Peter replied, not just my feet but my 
hands and my head as well! Jesus answered, A person who has had a bath 
needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, 
though not every one of you. For he knew who was going to betray him, 
and that was why he said not every one was clean. When he had finished 
washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. Do you 
understand what I have done for you? he asked them. You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’, and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you. (John 13:1-15) 

Divine revelation It is generally recognized that Charles 
Darwin’s book, On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection , was an epochal work in the history of science. Published 
in 1859, it proposed the hypothesis of evolution by natural selection. 
Darwin’s theory immediately seemed to account for the diversity and 
the similarity among living things, and in its basic outline it has 
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commanded the assent of numerous students of the natural sciences 
ever since. It placed development as the master process behind the 
astonishing number of species in the world. But nearly a quarter of a 
century before, in 1845, another epochal book was published, this 
time in Theology. It proposed that development is the master 
element in accounting for the history of Christian Doctrine. The 
question discussed was, How is it that in certain respects Christian 
doctrine seems very different from what we read in the New 
Testament? In his book, The Development of Christian Doctrine 
(which he might even have dubbed the “Evolution” of Christian 
Doctrine) John Henry Newman proposed that Christian doctrine 
naturally develops, which is to say that development is altogether to 
be expected of the Church’s understanding and formal expression of 
Revelation. But there is a further point to be made here in respect to 
this. It is that not only does Christian doctrine develop (though not 
Revelation itself, after Christ), but prior to Christ’s coming, 
Revelation also developed as history progressed. That is to say, prior 
to Jesus Christ, God revealed more and more of himself and his 
saving plan as time went on. He revealed himself and elements of 
his plan to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He revealed more — we 
could perhaps say much more — of himself to Moses. He revealed 
further things to the prophets. Finally he revealed himself fully and 
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definitively in Jesus Christ. There will be no further divine 
Revelation after Christ, even though the Church’s doctrine — that is, 
her understanding and formal expression of this divine Revelation — 
will continue to develop, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Christ is the beloved Son of the Father, and all are to listen to him. 
He is the revelation and image of the unseen God, and he came to 
reveal in definitive and perfect fashion — in a way fulfilling and 
surpassing the previous history of divine revelation — the love of 
God for us sinners. 

I say this by way of introduction to our Gospel passage today, 
in which Christ kneels down to wash the feet of his Apostles. Let us 
listen to the words of John describing the action. “ Jesus knew that 
the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come 
from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, 
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel round his waist. 
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped round 
him'’’ (John 13:1-15). Here we have the Son of God, one in being 
with the Father, possessing in himself the divine nature, the One 
through whom all things are made and sustained in being, the One 
with entire command over all that is, visible and invisible, the One to 
whom Thomas would say, my Lord and my God. Here he is, the 
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Lord and Master, kneeling to wash the feet of his creatures, creatures 
he has deigned to call his friends and collaborators in the greatest 
work in the universe, the salvation of mankind. It was a surpassing 
revelation of the nature of God. God had called Abraham, 
commanding him to leave all to go to a promised land. God called 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and as the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob he introduced himself to Moses at the Burning Bush. Thus had 
God revealed his love and compassion for his chosen people. Now 
there would be a further revelation of this love, in the mission he was 
about to give to Moses. The ineffable God, the One who Is, would 
be with his people. He would save them. As the history of this 
people progressed, so would the revelation of God’s love for them. 
God is love, as St John writes in his first Letter (4:16). But our 
Lord’s gesture as described in our Gospel today (John 13:1-15) 
surely surpasses what has gone before. It is a flowering of the 
revelation of God’s love for his chosen ones. God is a God who 
chooses to make us his friends, and to kneel down before us and 
wash our feet. In the same Last Supper our Lord would tell his 
disciples that he who sees him, sees the Father. So, in Christ, in 
effect the Father almighty was washing the feet of the Apostles. 

Our Lord told his disciples that he had come not to be served 
but to serve, and his gesture in our Gospel today (John 13:1-15) 
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illustrates this teaching. We could say it is, as a teaching, a climax of 
all that had gone before and a pointer to what was soon to come. In 
giving his life for us, Jesus our Lord was revealing the love of the 
Father in a way that was unprecedented. He calls us to be like him, 
and to strive to be perfect in love, just as our heavenly Father is 
perfect in love. Let us contemplate Christ’s washing of his disciples’ 
feet against the backdrop of all that had gone before, and as a key to 
what was soon to come. 
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Good Friday 

Prayer Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your eternal 
protection sanctify your servants, for whom Christ your Son, by the 
shedding of his Blood, established the Paschal Mystery. Who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever. 

Or : O God, who by the Passion of Christ your Son, our Lord, 
abolished the death inherited from ancient sin by every succeeding 
generation, grant that just as, being conformed to him, we have borne 
by the law of nature the image of the man of earth, so by the 
sanctification of grace we may bear the image of the Man of heaven. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; 

John 18:1-19:42 

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar. ” Then he handed 
him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and, carrying 
the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, 
in Hebrew, Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had 
an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the 
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Nazarene, the King of the Jews. ” Now many of the Jews read this 
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the 
Jews, ’ but that he said, 7 am the King of the Jews ’. ” Pilate 
answered, “What I have written, I have written. ” (John 19:15-22) 

The King Crucifixion was in use among the Persians, 
Seleucids, Carthaginians, and Romans from about the 6th century BC 
to the 4th century AD. Alexander the Great is reputed to have 
crucified 2000 survivors from his siege of the Phoenician city of 
Tyre. Can we imagine what might have happened to the course of 
history had Alexander been captured during one of his numerous 
battles, and subsequently crucified? The thought of Alexander the 
Great being crucified almost boggles the historical imagination 
because of his greatness as a general. His potential greatness would 
have immediately come to nothing. Let us take a second hypothesis. 
Julius Caesar was captured on two occasions by pirates, and on the 
second occasion his captors were the feared Cilicians. He was 
subsequently released on a ransom. He then returned, defeated and 
captured them, and proceeded to crucify them. Imagine if the pirates 
had cmcified Caesar instead, while he was their captive? Not only 
would it have been the abrupt end of a most distinguished career, but 
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it would have been one of history’s most resounding humiliations. 
Alexander the Great, and then Julius Caesar, both crucified by their 
enemies — the thought is almost preposterous. In our Gospel 
passage today we have the cold, hard fact of the Lord of lords and 
King of kings being led out of the Holy City of Jerusalem to the 
Rock called the Skull. He carried on his shoulders the beam to 
which he would he nailed. So weak was he that at one point a 
passer-by was commandeered to carry the wood by his side to the 
place of crucifixion. There he was crucified between two other 
criminals. A sign was nailed to the head of the cross, written in the 
three languages of that part of the world — Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." It was death in 
disgrace, a total rejection, and at that point it seemed to be the utter 
end of everything. But no. It is perhaps the most amazing 
phenomenon in history and in religion that this Crucified One would 
within a few days be acknowledged as the Lord of lords, and King of 
kings. Alexander and Caesar, for all their earthly glory, remain but 
dust and ashes, and who is to say where they stand now, on the other 
side of the grave! Not so, Jesus the Crucified One. 

Let us place ourselves in that forlorn scene outside the City 
(John 19:15-22). We stand with a small and heartbroken group. His 
holy, strong and all-suffering mother, his beloved disciple, and a few 
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other ardent disciples among the women, all are watching. The stark 
and bare rock stands before us as we hear the thud of the nails and 
the wood being hoisted to its position. Alexander, Caesar, and so 
many others of history had their moments of victory and greatness. 
The greatest of them all is before us, now hanging on the Cross. He 
is plunged in unheard-of suffering and disgrace. He is engaged in the 
most decisive of all battles, one on which the prospects of the whole 
world hangs. He is struggling with titanic forces, for all of hell is 
beating down upon him, and all of this world’s sin. In the jeers of 
the religious leaders who see their supposed rival sinking to a terrible 
death, is heard the cackle of Satan doing all he can to drown Christ in 
suffering. The Messiah is being done to death. As this most 
admirable of men — whom the supervising centurion would soon 
call a son of God — descended into the darkest depths, a great light 
was appearing on the distant horizon of the gloom of the world. The 
field was being won, and the sword of victory was obedience amid 
humiliation and suffering. Mankind’s champion was himself making 
up for all the sins of mankind. He stood in the middle of the field, as 
it were, as the storm bellowed above. He opened wide his powerful 
arms and asked his loving Father that the sin of the world strike him 
instead. That it did, and like a powerful bolt of lightning the sin of 
the world struck him with a force that cannot be measured. It hit him 
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and he received its force with a full and loving heart, and with that 
the lightning was spent. It had done its work in putting to death the 
Messiah, so that all of his brothers might live now and forever. The 
Messiah lay dead, having promised that very soon, indeed on the 
third day, he would rise again with a new life that he would share 
with us all. He expiated for the sin of the world, and it was the 
greatest of victories. 

Let us all our lives contemplate the King of kings and Lord of 
lords hanging on the Cross. In that great event the world was saved, 
and man was given the lesson of all lessons. If we want to know the 
secret to being victorious in life, we must look not to the Alexanders 
and to the Caesars, but to one man, Jesus of Nazareth the King of the 
Jews and the Lord of the world. Let us aim in life to know, love and 
serve Jesus Christ our Lord and God, and in this way come to see and 
enjoy him forever in heaven. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life , 
the image of the unseen God, the only way to the Father, the only 
name by which man can be saved. His throne is the Cross. Let us 
take our stand with him there, on Calvary, next to this one and only 
throne. 
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Holy Saturday Morning 

For Holy Saturday morning , let us consider John 19: 38-42, the 
account of the Burial of Jesus 

(After Jesus had died) Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the 
body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
because he feared the Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he came and 
took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man 
who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus ’ body, 
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This 
was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where 
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb, in which no-one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish 
day of Preparation and since the tomb was near by, they lead Jesus 
there. (John 19: 38-42) 

Death and the tomb There are two days in the Liturgical 
Year when there is no celebration of Mass. There is no Mass on 
Good Friday — though in the morning there is the celebration of the 
Stations of the Cross, and in the afternoon there is the 
Commemoration of the Passion of the Lord with the distribution of 
Holy Communion. Nor is there any Mass on Holy Saturday, the day 
after Good Friday. The Easter Vigil Mass is celebrated on Saturday 
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night, but of course that is regarded by the Church as the Vigil Mass 
of Easter Sunday. On Holy Saturday all is silent in the Church’s 
liturgical life. The entire Church thinks of Christ’s body in the tomb. 
There his body lies and it was not touched or viewed by his 
companions because it was the Sabbath day. He was buried late on 
the Friday, left in the tomb on the Sabbath, and then early on the 
Sunday, while it was still dark, his friends came with spices to give 
further preparation to the body. It was then that they discovered the 
empty tomb. So on the Saturday we think of Christ buried in death. 
In the Creed the Christian professes Christ truly to have died. He 
shared our inevitable experience of death. Islam denies that he died 
on the cross (Sura IV. 157-158). This has not the slightest historical 
basis or evidence, but is merely the fruit of Islam’s repugnance to the 
Christian system. Christ, like all men — Buddha, Confucius, Plato, 
Socrates, Alexander the Great, Mahomet and all others — truly died. 
He lived, he was crucified, he died as a result of his sufferings, and 
his body was buried in a tomb where it lay. It was a corpse as ours 
will be when we too die. No life was there, and his spiritual Self had 
departed from the body which it had informed. There were only the 
sacred remains. Our Lord’s friends and enemies knew he had died. 
There was no doubt about it and his enemies requested that a guard 
be set at his tomb because they remembered that he had promised to 
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rise from the dead. They expected that his friends would remove the 
body and claim that he had risen. So just as those we have known in 
life passed away and are buried, so the case was the same with 
Christ. He was with his friends and disciples, and now he was gone. 

This great fact of the death of Christ reveals yet again the 
genuineness of the Incarnation. God became man, while remaining 
God. That is to say, the second divine Person of the Blessed Trinity, 
the eternal Son of the eternal Father, possessing — or rather, being 
— the one and only divine nature of the godhead, took to himself at 
a particular point in history our human nature. He shared our human 
nature while being the one and only God. He was conceived, just as 
we are conceived — though he was conceived of a Virgin by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He was a child, a youth, a man. It was 
plain to all that he was truly a man, though he in no way or degree 
shared our life of sin. He suffered and was put to death as might any 
good and holy person who is hated by those who are evil. He, 
though, suffered and died for the sins of the world. His death was a 
sacrifice for mankind. Still, he suffered and died and in this way 
shared in the ultimate lot of man. The Incarnation was genuine and 
authentic. Now, inasmuch as the burial of Christ contained a true 
grandeur because it was Christ who was dead and buried, so too the 
burial of the Christian who dies in Christ shares in that grandeur. 
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The remains of the Christian, buried in the tomb, share in the dignity 
of Christ who was also buried in the tomb. The Father, Christ, and 
the Spirit inhabit the Christian who lives in grace. Thus are the 
remains of the departed Christian to be honoured in death. Similarly, 
inasmuch as by his Incarnation the Son of God united himself to 
every man, the remains of every human being are likewise to be 
honoured in death. Christ confers a special dignity on the dead. It is 
a common view among mankind to regard the dead with respect, and 
the violation of the tomb of the dead is seen as a kind of desecration. 
This is because of the dignity of the human being. But the fact that 
Christ, the Son of God made man, also died and was buried confers 
on the dead an added and special dignity. How much reverence was 
accorded the body of Christ as he was placed in the tomb! At the first 
chance his friends hurried to the tomb to prepare his body further for 
its rest. We are linked with Christ by the fact of his humanity and by 
the gift to us of his grace, and so our death and burial has gained a 
special dignity. Because of him we respect the dead even more, and 
our own body in death will in him have a special dignity. 

Of course, the great and overriding fact about the death and 
burial of Christ is that he rose again. Buddha died and was buried. 
Alexander the Great died and was buried. Zoroaster and Confucius 
died and were buried. Mahomet died and was buried. That was the 
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end of them in the body, until Christ comes again. Not so with 
Christ. In the body, He rose triumphant from the grave. But the 
tomb of Christ prior to his resurrection was a sombre and revealing 
fact. Christ shared our lot and gave to it a tremendous dignity. Let 
us then look on death in its true light, namely as having been 
transformed by the Son of God made man. Due to him, from death 
has come life. So it will be with us if we remain in Jesus. 

-- 
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The Season of 
Eastertide 
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The Resurrection of the Lord 


The Easter Vigil 

Collect : O God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the 
glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your Church a spirit of 
adoption, so that, renewed in body and mind, we may render you 
undivided service. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Easter Vigil readings : Genesis 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Psalm 
104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35; Genesis 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 

10- 13, 15-18; Psalml6:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Exodus 14:15-15:1; 
Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Isaiah 54:5-14; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 

11- 12, 13; Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Baruch 3:9-15, 
32(4:4); Psalm 19:8,9, 10, 11; Ezechiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; When 
baptism is celebrated: Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4; When baptism is not 
celebrated: Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Epistle: Rom 6:3-11; 
Responsorial Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Gospel: Mark 16:1-7 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to 
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anoint Jesus ’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after 
sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each 
other, Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb? 
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed. Don’t be alarmed, he said. You are looking for Jesus 
the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See 
the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 
‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just 
as he told you. ’ (Mark 16:1-7) 

The facts I remember reading an article by a prominent 
theist philosopher in Australia and he observed that in respect to God 
and the supernatural, reason alone will not bring much real certainty 
to the enquirer. That is to say, if our only resource were to be 
rational reflection on the visible world then in fact we would be 
profoundly uncertain of the fact and nature of its unseen Creator. 
That was his opinion of what in fact could be expected of his own 
academic discipline. What helps us to appreciate this is to consider 
the notions of God as exemplified in the religions and philosophies 
of man in the course of history, and then to compare these notions 
with historical Revelation. There is a tremendous gulf between the 
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two. If our standard of truth is Revelation, man without this 
Revelation is shown by the facts to be in the poorest twilight. 
Characteristically he is not in the light, and the contrast between the 
teaching of Christ and the teachings of the most influential (pagan) 
teachers shows that without the light of Christ the world is in 
religious darkness — allowing, of course, for the flickers and flashes 
and elements of religious light that are continually recurring. With 
good reason St Matthew in his Gospel (4:16) quotes the prophet: 
“The people who sat in darkness saw a great light; and to those in 
the region and shadow of death a light has dawned .” The same may 
be said of the Afterlife. What would we know of what happens after 
death were we to attempt to work it out on our own? The fact 
impressing itself on our mind would be the fact of the grave and the 
sight of the tomb. The one we had known and loved all our life — 
our father, mother, brother, sister, relative, close friend, whoever — 
has gone from sight and the remains of that much-loved person are in 
the earth. A monument rests on the spot with his name on it, or his 
ashes are gathered in a small container. But what has happened to 
the person we loved, the person who animated the body which in turn 
gave to him his visible and concrete countenance? The answers to 
this are numerous and they leave the inquirer at sea. Man needs hard 
facts about the Afterlife. 
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We can say that the hardest and worst fact in life that is 
unendingly recurring in human history is the fact of death. As a fact 
of life, death is absolutely unavoidable. It brings everything to an 
end. The person has gone for good from this world. Because of this 
awful situation, many religious systems have embraced a doctrine of 
reincarnation, which, with the greatest of respect, is absurd. What 
man needs are hard concrete facts to answer to the fact of death. In 
short, he needs to see what has followed on from death. The actual 
witnessing of this is what will throw a lasting and certain light on the 
worst fact that cannot be shaken off in the life of all mankind. Well, 
mankind has this fact which tells him what happens after death. The 
fact I am alluding to is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
The fact was that he died, and the fact was that he rose from the 
dead. He was seen to have died and was buried just as we are. But 
unlike us, he rose from the dead and was seen in his body by many. 
As the Angel said, “ You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they 
laid him ” (Mark 16:1-7). As risen, he lives a transformed life of 
glory. It hasn’t happened to anyone else, with one exception. The 
single exception was his own mother who, at the end of her mortal 
life, was taken body and soul into heaven in glory. This we know 
because the Church teaches it as a dogma of faith. Her case is the 
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great illustration of what we can hope for, provided we live and die 
in Christ. From him comes life and the key to sharing in his life is to 
believe in him and to follow in his footsteps. What other facts can be 
relied on? Apart from that fact, there are only myths, religious 
proposals and rational speculations. The message brought by the 
Church to the world is a fact of history which has profound 
implications for everyone who accepts it. Where Christ has gone, we 
can hope to follow. If we die in him we shall rise with him. Christ 
has shed a tremendous light on the great mystery of death. Death 
now need not be an entirely negative mystery. In Christ it has 
become a source of fruitful life. The point, though, is that man has a 
hard fact to go by. Divine revelation involves the hard facts of 
history. 

Let us resolve so to contemplate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead as to appreciate the truth and the reality of it. It 
is no mere myth. It is not just a speculative and rational system, a 
beautiful creed that keeps our lives motivated by a tremendous sense 
of meaning. Christianity is not just the most profound religion in the 
world. It is a religion of hard facts, facts that can be absolutely relied 
on for the light we need on God and the Afterlife. Because of those 
facts we can confidently devote our lives to the pursuit of holiness 
and to attaining heaven hereafter. 
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Easter Sunday - Mass during the day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138): 18, 5-6 I have risen, and I am 

with you still, alleluia. You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. 
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. Or: Lk 
24:34; cf. Rev 1:6 The Lord is truly risen, alleluia. To him be glory 
and power for all the ages of eternity, alleluia, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, 
have conquered death and unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, 
we pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection 
may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light 
of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture of Easter Day : Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 
22-23; Colossians 3:1-4 or I Corinthians 5:6b-8; John 20:1-9 or 
Mark 16:1-7 or Luke 24:13-35 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the 
tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to 
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put 
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him. ” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and 
arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths 
there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he 
went into the tomb and saw the buried cloths there, and the cloth that 
had covered his head, not with the buried cloths but rolled up in a 
separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who 
had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For they did 
not yet understand the Scripture that he hael to rise from the dead. 
(John 20:1-9) 

Life in Christ Let us notice a few revealing details in our 
Gospel passage for today. The first to appear on the scene in St 
John’s account is Mary the Magdalene. She is mentioned in the 
Gospel as having been freed by our Lord of seven devils, and of 
assisting our Lord and the apostolic band by her practical help and 
her means. She loved our Lord very greatly. She was with him at 
the last together with Mary his mother and Mary the wife of Clopas 
and John the beloved disciple. So, with the Sabbath now over, Mary 
of Magdala comes to the tomb. The Gospel of Matthew tells us that 
at least one other — “the other Mary” — was with her (28:1). It is 
still dark — presumably they are carrying a lighted torch, or perhaps 
there is enough light from the (almost) full moon. All is quiet, the 
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city is asleep. They come to keep watch, and to give the body of 
Jesus further burial preparations. Mary stops and gazes in 
astonishment at the tomb, for the stone has been rolled away. The 
body is gone. Leaving the others, she runs to Peter and John and 
tells them that “they have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don ’t 
know where they put him .” Notice that it does not occur to her that he 
has risen from the dead. Matthew tells us that “to this day” the Jews 
have been saying that the disciples took away the body of Jesus. The 
story, Matthew tells us, originated from the chief priests and elders 
(28:11-15). But here John tells us that the ones who first discovered 
the empty tomb thought that those who orchestrated his death had 
taken away the body. The point here, though, is that no one expected 
Jesus to rise from the dead despite his having repeatedly said he 
would. The chief priests knew that he had said he would, but did not 
expect it would happen. Our Lord’s own disciples and friends had 
been told by him that he would, but they did not expect it to happen. 
When Mary Magdalene told Peter and John that the tomb was empty, 
they too did not imagine that he had risen from the dead. He had 
died, and that was the tragic end to it all. Despite all Christ said, a 
blindness had enveloped them in respect to what he had predicted. 
Death was the final and tragic end to so much promise. 
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The response of Mary Magdalene to the opened and empty 
tomb and the response of Peter and John to what she told them 
illustrate the bleak finality of death in the history of mankind. All 
know that death is the end. So great is this certainty that despite all 
our Lord had revealed of himself, despite what he had repeatedly 
promised concerning his own death, despite the power over death 
that he had demonstrated during his public ministry, and despite their 
own love for and faith in him, they could not take in his own rising 
from the dead. The response of Mary Magdalene and Peter and John 
is indicative of the momentous power of death in the experience of 
mankind. Death cannot be overcome, and the thought of it being 
overcome is, humanly speaking, very difficult for both the intellect 
and the imagination to absorb. We remember how when Paul 
announced the resurrection in the Aereopagus, they laughed at him. 
It is said that when the Court of Aereopagus was founded, Aeschylus 
announced that the god Apollo had declared that “...there is no 
resurrection.” Here on this bleak Easter morning, with the light 
beginning to break at dawn, the two leading disciples run as fast as 
they can to the tomb. The love of their life has gone. His body is not 
in the tomb. Where have they taken him? The younger of the two 
arrives and sees the cloths lying there. Yes, the body has gone. Then 
Peter arrives, goes in to the tomb and sees the cloths there. This 
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special mention of the burial cloths suggests that the very cloths are 
full of significance for the truth of the Resurrection. John then 
enters, sees again, and a dawning light enters his soul. In some 
sense, he believes (John 20:1-9). John sees, presumably from the 
position and state of the cloths, that the body of Jesus was not taken 
away. He believes that Jesus has risen, but perhaps his belief still 
needs the strengthening that will come from a personal meeting with 
the risen Jesus. That will come that very day, the first Easter 
Sunday. In Christ, the power of death has been overcome. Christ 
has come back from death to share his life with man. 

Let us endeavour with the help of grace to appreciate the 
wonder of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He freely laid down his 
life by surrendering himself to the power of his enemies. He did this 
to bear witness to the truth of his person and his mission and by his 
witness unto death to take away the sin of the world. He freely took 
it up again in order to share with us his risen life. Life apart from 
Christ leads to death. Life in Christ is life indeed, and leads to life 
everlasting. This is the Good News of Christ for the world. Let us 
make it our own and bring it to the world. 

-- 
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Easter Monday 

Entrance Antiphon Ex 13:5, 9 The Lord has led you into a land 
flowing with milk and honey, that the law of the Lord may always be 
on your lips, alleluia. Or: The Lord has risen from the dead, as he 
said; let us all exult and rejoice, for he reigns for all eternity, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who give constant increase to your Church by new 
offspring, grant that your servants may hold fast in their lives to the 
Sacrament they have received in faith. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalm 16:l-2a and 5, 7-11; 

Matthew 28:8-15 

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. 
Greetings, he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, Do not be afraid. Go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me. While the 
women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and 
reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. When the 
chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave 
the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, You are to say, ‘His 


- 564 - 



disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were 
asleep. ’ If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and 
keep you out of trouble. So the soldiers took the money and did as 
they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated 
among the Jews to this very day. (Matthew 28:8-15) 

Our risen Lord According to the Gospel of St Matthew, our 
Lord’s disciples were not the only witnesses of the open and empty 
tomb. Both the death and the burial of Jesus was an established fact. 
Pilate knew he had died. Matthew tells us that Joseph of Arimathea 
— with Pilate’s permission — had taken Jesus down from the cross 
and had laid his body in his own tomb (27:60). Mary Magdalene 
was present, as was “the other Mary” (27:61). The next day, we 
read, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate to ask that the 
tomb be secured and guarded against his disciples coming prior to or 
on the Sunday to take away the body, for, they said, he did claim that 
he would rise on the third day. This prediction by Christ was known 
by them, a prediction they did not believe, of course, for they 
regarded Jesus as “that deceiver” (Greek: ekeinos ho pianos ). Pilate 
told them to post their own guards at the tomb, which they did, and 
they also secured the tomb in some way (27:66). Matthew then tells 
us in his final chapter that early on the first day of the week the tomb 
was opened by a heavenly agency, and in some sense the guards of 
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the priests witnessed the event. The precise details are a little 
obscure and may suggest that the guards were rendered by it in some 
kind of stupor (28:4). At all events, they saw the opened and empty 
tomb. We read that they went to the chief priests and told them this 
and something of the circumstances. They were then bribed to 
spread the story that while they were asleep the disciples came and 
stole the body away. So there was no doubt that Jesus had died, that 
he was buried, and that on the third day the tomb was discovered to 
be empty with the body gone. The disciples were not the only 
witnesses to this. As said, one story accounting for this among the 
Jews was spread by the temple guard, a story that had originated 
from the priests who bribed the guard. It was that while they were 
asleep, the disciples came and took him away. As St Augustine 
observes, that was absurd, for in the nature of the case the sleeping 
guard could not have witnessed them in the act. 

It was incontestable that Christ had died, was buried, and that 
the body was found to have gone and was never rediscovered. 
Moses died and his body was never discovered only because the 
precise location of his death and burial was not recorded. The tomb 
of Alexander the Great has not been discovered either. No one ever 
claimed to have seen Moses alive again, nor Alexander the Great. 
But the very day Christ’s tomb was seen to be empty — not only by 
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his own disciples but by the temple guard — his disciples met him 
again, now brimming with the fullness of life. Their repeated 
encounter with him transformed their entire outlook. They still had a 
way to go and this would happen with the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
But the hard and momentous fact, the concrete event that 
overshadowed everything was the meeting of the disciples with the 
living Jesus after he had died and was buried (Matthew 28:8-15). If 
they believed in him, if they followed him, if they remained in union 
with him, if they kept to his path, they too would rise as he had risen. 
Their rising from the dead would involve a sharing in his risen life — 
not that they would rise in the body immediately or soon after death, 
but they would eventually. They would rise in their spirit with a 
share in his own risen life, and in the fullness of time they would 
share in his bodily resurrection too. So it became a cardinal point of 
the Christian creed to believe in the resurrection from the dead. The 
Sadducees had refused to believe in this, despite, for instance the 
teaching of the Book of Maccabees — but of course they did not 
accept the divine inspiration of that Book. Death was always the bad 
news about life, but now the fact of Christ’s resurrection made 
resurrection from the dead the good news about life. No one could 
take away this fact, this hard concrete fact, that Jesus who had died, 
was buried, whose empty tomb no one could deny, had risen from 
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the dead and had been seen and known by those who knew him so 
well. As St Paul records, up to 500 on one occasion saw the risen 
Jesus. It was the turning point of human history. 

Let us endeavour to appreciate the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. He came back from the dead to tell us what our 
prospects now are if we take our stand with him and make him our 
Way, our Truth and our Life. He is our risen Lord, man’s joy for all 
ages. He is the one great Fact we can cling to no matter what may 
happen. Amid a world so very vulnerable, Jesus Christ is the one 
firm rock that nothing and no one can remove. 

-- 
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Easter Tuesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 15: 3-4 He gave them the water of 
wisdom to drink; it will be made strong in them and will not be 
moved; it will raise them up for ever, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have bestowed on us paschal remedies, endow 
your people with heavenly gifts, so that, possessed of perfect 
freedom, they may rejoice in heaven over what gladdens them now 
on earth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:36-41; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20 and 22; 

John 20:11-18 

Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where 
Jesus ’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 
asked her, Woman, why are you weeping? They have taken my Lord 
away, she said, and I don 7 know where they have put him. At this, 
she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realise that it was Jesus. Woman, he said, why are you weeping? 
Who is it you are looking for? Thinking he was the gardener, she 
said, Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put 
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him, and I will get him. Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned towards 
him and cried out in Aramaic, Rabboni! (which means Teacher). 
Jesus said, Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the 
Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 7 am returning to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. ’ Mary 
Magdcdene went to the disciples with the news: 1 have seen the Lord! 
And she told them that he had said these things to her. (John 20: 11- 
18) 


Jesus so near In the history of human society and culture 
there has long been talk of ghosts. Now, ghosts tend to inspire fear. 
It is almost proverbial that people are scared of ghosts. It suggests 
that a ghost is expected to try to do harm. We have often heard of 
haunted houses — whether houses have truly been haunted is not my 
point here. My point concerns the notion and image of ghosts in 
human culture. We remember when the disciples saw Jesus walking 
towards them on the Sea of Galilee they cried out in fear, for they 
thought they were seeing a ghost. Our Lord called to them saying, 
Do not be afraid, it is I. Now, in our Gospel passage today, Mary is 
standing outside the empty tomb, weeping. She had found the tomb 
empty and it had not occurred to her that Jesus had risen from the 
dead. We read that she turned, and saw Jesus standing there. She 
had not the slightest impression that she was seeing a ghost. She 
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thought it was the gardener. There was no vague fear in her at the 
sight — it was a perfectly normal experience, all so very ordinary. 
She spoke to him abstractedly, perhaps without looking at him at all 
closely. Then “the gardener” spoke. All he said was one word and 
the entire atmosphere of that morning was charged with love and 
light. “ Mary /”, the man before her said. In an instant she knew him 
and she physically held him. All that we would expect of a ghost 
was entirely absent from this encounter. It was very simple, entirely 
non-threatening. There was nothing eerie about it. The Man before 
her was the same Man she had known. He was very concrete and 
wholly recognizable. She was suddenly having a conversation which 
she might just have had before Christ’s Passion and Death, in the 
sense that the same Jesus was standing before her in all his simplicity 
and, as we might term it, in his same (though risen) physicality. 
There was no doubt that he had died. There was no doubt that he had 
risen. Were it the ghost of Jesus who appeared to Mary, we may 
expect that her reaction to him would have been very different. 

There is also a kind of playfulness of Jesus. He is very human. 
Do not cling to me, he says to her (John 20:11-18). I have to get 
going and you are holding me back. I am to ascend to my Father, so 
stop holding on to me! We can imagine our Lord smiling, perhaps 
with a gentle chuckle. His eyes were bright and sparkling. He has 
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won the great battle. The tide has turned in the story of sin, and 
Satan has been left defeated. Christ stood before her, the man she 
had known, her Lord and God, calm in his great victory, smiling in 
his triumph. It was no ghost but the Master, Rabbuni. He gave her 
his first instruction on rising from the dead — go and speak about the 
Resurrection. Tell my brothers what you have seen and that I am 
now on my way to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God. That same day our Lord would appear again to others with the 
same result. There was no ghost, but the same Jesus, the same 
countenance, the same voice, the same person risen from the dead. 
Let us imagine his meeting on that day with his own mother. There 
is no record of it in the Gospels, but of course it would have 
happened. Imagine Mary his mother in her room in Jerusalem on 
that Easter Sunday morning. There is Jesus before her. She would 
have known and, unlike the others, would have been awaiting his 
return from the dead. Imagine their encounter on this day of all days. 
Imagine their conversation and his sharing with her the achievement 
of his Passion and the great work that would soon be launched 
bringing salvation to the world! She gazed on him in the flesh, his 
Passion and Death now behind him. Perhaps they were seated as 
they conversed. That day he appeared to Simon Peter. He appeared 
to the two disciples on their way to the village of Emmaus. He 
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appeared to the Eleven gathered that evening in the upper room. 
There was nothing of the ghost about Jesus. They were not granted a 
vision of the spirit of Jesus, but of the Jesus they had known in his 
very body. 

Let us understand very clearly by immersing ourselves in our 
Gospel text that, though we do not see Jesus, he is very near and with 
us in all his physical reality. Most especially he is near and in our 
midst in the Holy Eucharist. He is now in glory, and therefore not 
bound by the limitations of space and time. Because of him we 
believe in the resurrection of the body. Let us take our stand with 
him, following him closely. If we do, we too shall share in his glory 
and in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 

-- 
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Easter Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34 Come, you blessed of my Father; 
receive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year with the solemnity of 
the Lord’s Resurrection, graciously grant, that, by celebrating these 
present festivities, we may merit through them to reach eternal joys. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:1-10; Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9; Luke 24:13-35 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emma us, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each 
other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed 
these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with 
them; but they were kept from recognising him. He asked them, What are 
you discussing together as you walk along? They stood still, their faces 
downcast. One of them, named Cleopcis, asked him, Are you only a visitor 
to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these 
days? What things? he asked. About Jesus of Nazareth, they replied. He 
was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 
The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was 
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going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this 
took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the 
tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us 
that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of 
our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 
but him they did not see. He said to them, How foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the 
Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory? And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all 
the Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to which 
they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going further. But they urged 
him strongly, Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. 
So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he 
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognised him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. They asked each other, Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us? They got up 
and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those 
with them, assembled together and saying, It is true! The Lord has risen 
and has appeared to Simon. Then the two told what had happened on the 
way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 
(Luke 24:13-35) 

The risen Jesus The event as described in this account of St 
Luke is briefly alluded to in the Gospel of St Mark. St Mark 
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(reflecting, it is agreed, the preaching of Simon Peter) writes that the 
risen Jesus “appeared in another form to two of them as they were 
walking into the country ” (16:12). Luke’s sources gave him ample 
information about this encounter with Jesus. Presumably it came 
from Cleopas, whom Luke mentions by name in his text. Many 
regard Cleopas and more especially Mary his wife (“Mary of 
Clopas”) as being among the relatives of Jesus. I suspect that Luke’s 
information here derives from his contact with Mary the mother of 
Jesus and her circle of relatives. Whatever about his sources, as we 
imagine this event as narrated by Luke, we cannot help but notice the 
realism of it all. It is quiet, low-keyed, ordinary, and very realistic. 
Our Lord does not appear as a heavenly apparition to the two. He is 
an ordinary pedestrian. There is no drama. The road out to Emmaus 
was quiet, lonely, simple. Two men were on their way, talking in 
very subdued tones. All had been shattered for them. Jesus had been 
done away with, the great and holy Jesus, a prophet mighty in word 
and deed before God and man. Now it was all over, and his body lay 
in death — though there was a puzzle. The women had reported 
seeing a vision of him as alive, and the tomb had been found to be 
empty. They were depressed and perplexed, and despite the 
perplexing news of the early morning, the possibility of a real 
resurrection from the dead seems not to have been able to penetrate 
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their minds. Thus the conversation proceeded. There is no sense of 
the mythical in this. It reads as a simple fact. A lone stranger is also 
walking. Perhaps they hospitably slowed so he could join them, for 
there was a good distance ahead to be covered. So join them he did. 
He is friendly and shows he had heard them talking. He asks what 
they had been discussing — so he could join them in conversation. 
Cleopas said. How could you ask this? There could be only one thing 
we could be discussing. What? The stranger asked. So they told 
him. The account is simple, natural, real, beautiful. 

Thus the conversation proceeded. It was a sharing of 
information, then a sharing of ideas. The stranger, having been told 
all the disappointing facts and their depressing upshot, began quietly 
to speak. You surprise me, he said. You amaze me. You hoped he 
was the Messiah. Have you not read the Scriptures? Is not this the 
pattern Scripture foresees? Consider Moses and his writings. 
Consider the prophets. The promised Messiah had to suffer 
grievously in order to enter his glory as Messiah. The stranger then 
begins a long and illuminating explanation of the Scriptures, 
“beginning with Moses and all the prophets ” (Luke 24:13-35). Let 
us remember that Moses embraces the Pentateuch, the first five great 
books of the Bible. “All the prophets” consists of a large section of 
the Old Testament and may have included the Psalms as coming 
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from David. The stranger discussed them all, and cast a powerful 
unifying light on the entire body of the Scriptures. It was a new light 
that had to that point only been seen in bits and pieces. It offered a 
unifying, all-embracing perspective on the Scriptures. Such a light 
was sorely needed. There must have been perspectives innumerable 
on the meaning of the Scriptures in the history of God’s people, and 
the Christian religion offers Christ’s revelation of the true 
perspective to be taken in the reading of the Scriptures. He is the 
meaning of the Scriptures, and without him — him, as interpreted by 
himself — the Scriptures will never yield their true meaning. The 
stranger walking by their side, simple in his humanity, so real, so 
ordinary we might even say, is the meaning of the entire Scriptures. 
This man is the light of the world, a new light in the history of Israel, 
and on this first Easter Day this light is now dawning. Imagine how 
the hearts of the two disciples begin to fill with consolation and light 
as the stranger speaks. We get the impression that the stranger puts 
himself somewhat in the background as he speaks. It was the light 
he was gently and ever so clearly shedding which was filling their 
minds and flooding their hearts. He spoke quietly and modestly. His 
marvellous lesson on the Scriptures does its work. 

The same risen Jesus is with each of us his disciples if we but 
allow him to accompany us along our route of life. He walks with us 
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gently, offering us his support and light. Let us pray for a vivid 
appreciation of his risen reality and of the great truth of the 
resurrection from the dead. Let us ask him to accompany us always, 
giving us his teaching and his light, leading us to our homeland in 
heaven. 

-- 
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Easter Thursday 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 10: 20-21 They praised in unison your 
conquering hand, O Lord, for wisdom opened mouths that were mute 
and gave eloquence to the tongues of infants, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have united the many nations in confessing 
your name, grant that those reborn in the font of Baptism may be one 
in the faith of their hearts and the homage of their deeds. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:11-26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5-9; Luke 24:35-48 

Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how 
Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the bread. While they 
were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, Peace be with you. They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, Why are you troubled, 
and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones, as you see / have. When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it 
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, Do you have anything 
here to eat? They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 
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ate it in their presence. He said to them, This is what I told you 
while 1 was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then 
he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He 
told them, This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You 
are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:35-48) 

Back from the dead Let us notice a detail in our Gospel 
passage today. The two disciples had arrived back from Emmaus, 
one of them being Cleopas. They told the disciples “what had 
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when 
he broke the bread." We remember how our Lord had joined them on 
their journey. There was nothing about him that caused them to 
think of him other than as a fellow pedestrian making his way with 
them to the village ahead. It was only at the “ breaking of bread" that 
they realized who he was, which meant that his bodily resurrection 
was very real to them. He was no ghost. Early that same Easter 
morning, our Lord had appeared to Mary Magdalene at the empty 
tomb. Again, she, like them, had engaged in conversation with him 
prior to her realizing that the one she was speaking to was Jesus. She 
thought he was the gardener. Then he addressed her by her name, 
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and she recognized him. He was no ghost, but the living Jesus 
standing before her in his concrete bodily reality. He was seen, 
touched and heard. In our passage today the two disciples were 
assuring the others that Jesus was alive when suddenly he appeared 
before them. In this case he did not engage with them in 
conversation prior to granting them a realization of who he was — as 
he had with Mary Magdalene and the two disciples on the way to 
Emmaus. He simply stood before them all. There he was, and they 
were “ startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.” That was 
natural, I suppose, inasmuch as all they initially had was a spectacle 
before them. We remember how during his public ministry our Lord 
came to them walking on the water, and they cried out in fear 
thinking they were seeing a ghost. Then our Lord called to them, 
assuring them that it was he. Here, on the evening of the day he rose 
from the dead, our Lord immediately speaks to them and assures 
them that it is he. He shows them his wounds on his hands and feet, 
the marks of his crucifixion. Then he proceeds to eat before their 
eyes. He is the same Jesus in all his bodily reality, now full of 
glorious indestructible life. 

During the journey out to Emmaus, our Lord had spent his time 
instructing his two disciples on the meaning of the Scriptures. The 
Scriptures, he had explained — “ Moses and all the prophets ” — 
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taught that the Messiah must suffer in order to enter his glory as 
Messiah. Let us notice that without our Lord’s instruction, the two 
disciples would not have perceived the true teaching of the 
Scriptures. That is to say, the Scriptures need the authoritative 
teaching of Christ to be understood. The Scriptures alone would not 
have yielded up their true meaning to the disciples had Christ himself 
not pronounced on them. With the help of the Holy Spirit the 
disciples in their turn, speaking in the name of Christ and the Church, 
would in their preaching and teaching convey the meaning of the 
Scriptures. The Scriptures alone are not enough for the private 
reader. He needs the light and teaching of Christ coming from his 
body the Church to discern the true sense of the Scriptures. We see a 
similar pattern in our Gospel account today, narrating our Lord’s 
words to the overjoyed disciples on the evening of Easter Sunday 
(Luke 24:35-48). Our Lord, having showed them that it was he who 
was before them, he in his risen bodily person, proceeded to instruct 
them on the meaning of the Scriptures. “ He said to them, This is 
what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms. Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. He told them, This is what is written: The 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 


- 583 - 



repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
cdl nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things ” (Luke 24:35-48). They needed Christ’s person and teaching 
in order to understand the Scriptures. This same principle applies to 
the Christian. The Scriptures alone are not enough for the private 
Christian reader. Where is Christ and teaching? He and his teaching 
are present and come to us in his body the Church, of which he is the 
Head. 

The disciples never lost their joy at the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Jesus had come back from death to be with 
them forever. Nothing now could separate them from the love of 
God present in Jesus Christ. Let us never separate ourselves from 
Jesus and his teaching, both of which are found in the body which he 
founded as his Church. By means of his light coming to us from his 
Church we are able to understand the meaning of the Scriptures, and 
be thus equipped to bring Christ and his word to the world. 

-- 
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Easter Friday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 78 (77):53 The Lord led his people in 
hope, while the sea engulfed their foes, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who gave us the Paschal Mystery 
in the covenant you established for reconciling the human race, so 
dispose our minds, we pray, that what we celebrate by professing the 
faith we may express in deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:1-12; Psalm 118:1-2 and 4, 22-21 a; 

John 21:1-14 

Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of 
Tiberias. It happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (called 
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Gcdilee, the sons ofZebedee, and 
two other disciples were together. I’m going out to fish, Simon Peter 
told them, and they said, We ’ll go with you. So they went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realise 
that it was Jesus. He called out to them, Friends, have you caught 
anything? No, they answered. He said, Throw your net on the right 
side of the boat and you will find some. When they did, they were 
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unable to haul the net in because of the large number offish. Then 
the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, It is the Lord! As soon 
as Simon Peter heard him say, It is the Lord, he wrapped his outer 
garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the 
water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When 
they landed, they saw afire of burning coals there with fish on it, and 
some bread. Jesus said to them, Bring some of the fish you have just 
caught. Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It 
was full of large fish, but even with so many the net was not torn. 
Jesus said to them, Come and have breakfast. None of the disciples 
dared ask him, Who are you? They knew it was the Lord. Jesus 
came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 
fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. (John 21:1-14) 

Christ on the shore Our Gospel passage today begins the 
final chapter of St John’s Gospel, but this final chapter looks like an 
appendage to the one before. The one before (ch.20) has as its 
climax the profession of faith in the risen Jesus by Thomas, who 
declares the risen Jesus to be God — the God who is the Lord, in 
other words, Yahweh. There is then a kind of conclusion, summing 
up the intent of the Gospel which is to show that Jesus is the 
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Messiah, the Son of God. But then we have another chapter (ch.21) 
and this time the focus is on Simon Peter. Our passage today 
introduces the scene. It was “the third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after he was raised from the dead.’’'’ The author seems to 
mean that it was the third time that Jesus appeared to the Apostles 
grouped somewhat as a body. In John’s account of the appearances 
of Jesus, there is his appearance to Mary Magdalene. She then went 
to tell “the disciples that she had seen the Lord'’’’ (20:18). Then in the 
evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the risen Jesus 
appeared to the disciples. This was his first appearance to the 
Apostles as a body (ten being present — Judas being dead, and 
Thomas absent). He showed them he had truly risen in his body, 
imparted to them the gift of the Holy Spirit and conferred on them 
the power to forgive sins. His second appearance to his disciples as a 
group was a week later when he showed to the doubting Thomas that 
he had truly risen in his body, and drew from him his great 
profession of faith. Thus all Eleven were confirmed as witnesses of 
the Resurrection. The “ third time Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after he was raised from the dead ” was by the Sea of Galilee, early in 
the morning as the disciples were out in the boat. There were seven 
of the Eleven, and the inspired author is able to recall the names of 
five. Once again as in the case of the other appearances of Jesus, 


-587 - 



there is a great note of reality given to the circumstances. The seven 
disciples are in the boat at the end of an unsuccessful night and dawn 
is breaking. Suddenly they notice a figure standing on the shore. 

Let us notice the ordinariness and reality of the scene. All is 
still, with only the slight ebb and flow of the tide breaking the 
silence. Perhaps it is too early for any cries of birds. The disciples 
are quiet and tired with a night’s work behind them and their voices 
are subdued. A figure stands on the shore. He suddenly calls out to 
them, Caught any fish? The voice is clear, carries easily across the 
water, and is very real. No, is their reply to him. Toss the net out 
again and you’ll get something, came the reply. What made them, 
experienced fishermen, do this at his bidding? We are not told, but 
they did and a sudden and powerful wrench of their nets told them 
that they had unaccountably caught a huge haul of fish. They could 
not actually draw up the haul and place it in the boat, so great was its 
quantity. It had to be dragged. At this John knew who it was on the 
shore: it was the risen Jesus again. He “said to Peter, It is the Lord!” 
(John 21:1-14). At this Simon sprang into the water and began to 
hasten towards Jesus, about a hundred yards off. Inasmuch as there 
was a boat afloat right there containing the weight of six other 
disciples, Peter might initially have been in the water at chest level. 
He went ahead towards the shore with the person of Jesus filling his 
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heart and soul. His love for Jesus consumed him. The others 
followed in the boat, towing the huge catch, presumably dragging it 
along the shallow sea bed. We are told that they were particularly 
large fish (Greek: ichthuon megaldri). It was a sudden and strenuous 
end to the night’s uneventful work and the Man before them was the 
cause of it. They all now knew it was Jesus — no one asked, they all 
knew. Their not asking, their not commenting, their simply dragging 
the fish ashore and accepting what Jesus was doing and preparing for 
them shows that the bodily resurrection of Jesus was the great fact 
they had all accepted. Jesus simply said, Come now and have 
breakfast. He had prepared it on the fire he had made. Notice his 
thoughtfulness — perhaps he had often done this before. There was 
no gaping in wonderment, no staring, no awkwardness, no fear in the 
presence of a spectre, only a subdued going about the preparations. 

The scene is a beautiful one in its ordinariness and simplicity. 
Jesus Christ is back from the dead. As he handed them one by one 
their breakfast repast of bread and fish prepared on the fire, perhaps 
they noticed again the gash in his wrists that had been made by the 
nails and which had been shown especially to Thomas. Did he have 
marks near the crown of his head from the heavy cap of bristling 
thorns? Possibly. Now he was in glory, yet rejoining his disciples 
and readying them for their life-long mission. Let us take our stand 
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with the risen Jesus and understand that in him we can share in his 
victory. 

-- 
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Easter Saturday 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 105 (104):43 The Lord brought out his 
people with joy, his chosen ones with shouts of rejoicing, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the abundance of your grace give increase to 
the peoples who believe in you, look with favour on those you have 
chosen and clothe with blessed immortality those reborn through the 
Sacrament of Baptism. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:13-21; Psalm 118:1 and 14-21; 

Mark 16:9-15 

When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. 
She went and told those who had been with him and who were 
mourning and weeping. When they heard that Jesus was alive and 
that she had seen him, they did not believe it. Afterwards Jesus 
appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking 
in the country. These returned and reported it to the rest; but they 
did not believe them either. Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as 
they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their 
hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen 
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him after he had risen. He said to them, Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation. (Mark 16:9-15) 

Faith There were very many remarkable things about Jesus 
Christ as recorded in the Gospels, and his life and ministry transcend 
that of, say, the prophets of the Old Testament. The greatest thing of 
all, of course, was his rising from the dead. No other prophet 
predicted that he would die and that on the third day he would rise 
again. This, he explained, was something he would freely do. 
Abraham and the patriarchs died, Moses died, as did David and the 
prophets. The nearest we have to a rising was Elijah being taken up 
in the fiery chariot (perhaps a symbolic image) together with the 
prediction that he would come again to prepare the way for the 
Messiah. But of course he was never seen again, and our Lord told 
his disciples that this inspired prediction was fulfilled in John the 
Baptist. Christ rose from the dead and was seen, touched, heard and 
spoken to. Many saw him. The first, St Mark informs us in our 
reading today, was Mary Magdalene and that was at the tomb itself, 
soon after dawn and presumably not long after the actual 
resurrection. St John’s Gospel gives us ample detail about this 
meeting, and it tells us that our Lord informed her that he was on his 
way to the Lather. She was to go and tell the brothers this, and this 
she did. But what happened? They, “ mourning and weeping did 
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not believe it. It indicates the depth of their sense of hopelessness 
now that Jesus had gone. Mark also tells us that Jesus appeared “in a 
different form to two of them while they were walking in the 
country .” St Luke gives us ample details about this appearance. 
These two returned and reported it, but again the rest did not believe 
it. The response of the Eleven to the news of the witnesses that Jesus 
had risen from the dead was non-belief. Let us notice that our 
passage informs us that the risen Jesus rebuked them for their lack of 
faith and hard-heartedness in not believing those who had seen him. 
Their lack of faith was in some way blameworthy. 

This is to say that our Lord’s rebuke of his disciples — the 
Eleven, no less — implies that their lack of faith was reprehensible, 
and that they had been responsible for this. It was not simply due to 
the strangeness of the news of his resurrection, or to their depression 
and melancholy, or to the way it was reported to them. They should 
have believed , our Lord is saying. The evidence was there; the 
witnesses were perfectly credible; our Lord himself had prepared 
them for this; he had explicitly predicted it; he had shown by his 
words and works that he could freely do it. They should have 
expected it and they should have received the news with joy as 
confirmation of their expectation. All this they should have done, 
but they did not. What was at the bottom of their refusal to believe? 
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According to St Mark’s account of our Lord’s words, it was because 
of the hardness of their hearts (Greek: sklerokardian ) (Mark 16:9- 
15). From this Greek word skleros we have such words as 
“sclerosis” and “skeleton.” Their hearts were hard, unresponsive, 
set. That is to say, they were indisposed to believe the good news, 
because their faith in our Lord himself was deficient and this itself 
was worthy of blame. It was illustrated further by the stubborn lack 
of faith of Thomas at the news from the Apostles as a group that they 
had seen the Lord. Of course as soon as they saw our Lord and had 
overcome their hesitations they were filled with joy. The point here, 
though, is that we take note of this lack of readiness and willingness 
to believe the testimony of witnesses that Jesus had risen from the 
dead. This indisposition to believe can be present to a greater or 
lesser extent in believers and we must be on guard against it 
ourselves. We need to work at a greater and greater realization in 
faith of the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
Cardinal Newman in his writings on faith distinguished between a 
notional assent and a real assent. The one accepts the notion, the 
other realizes the fact. A lack of a realization of the fact may be due 
to a hardness of the heart and an obscure choice of the will. Our 
basic assumptions may militate against a ready faith and these 
assumptions may be those shared by the world. 
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Let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us believe in the Good News 
of Jesus Christ from the bottom of our hearts. Let us understand that 
by our baptism we have been granted the gift of divine faith. It is a 
gift that must be protected and developed. It can be weakened by our 
attitudes — attitudes of the will for which to a greater or lesser extent 
we are responsible. Faith is the foundation of the Christian life and 
we ought to bring to bear our entire will and power of choice to make 
this gift of faith fruitful. 
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Divine Mercy Sunday (Second Sunday of Eastertide) 

Entrance Antiphon 1 Pt 2:2 Like newborn infants, you must long 

for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation, 
alleluia. Or: 4 Esdr 2:36-37 Receive the joy of your glory, giving 
thanks to God, who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, 
alleluia. 

Collect God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of the 
paschal feast kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, that all may grasp 
and rightly understand in what font they have been washed, by 
whose Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood they have been 
redeemed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 

1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, Peace be with you! After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with 
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you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he 
breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 
are not forgiven. Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, 
was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, We have seen the Lord! But he said to them, Unless I see 
the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, / will not believe it. A week later his 
disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, Peace be with you! Then he said to Thomas, Put your 
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 
side. Stop doubting and believe. Thomas said to him, My Lord and 
my God! Then Jesus told him, Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. 
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:19-31) 

Rich in mercy Numerous new disciplines of study and 
teaching have appeared and flourished over the last century or more. 
One is the study of the religions of man. Of course there has been 
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something of a study of this field for a very long time indeed, but the 
modern study of anthropology, archaeology and comparative religion 
has brought the study of religion very much into its own. One result 
is that, with the abundance of data we now have, it has become so 
much more difficult to generalize about religion than, say, a little 
over a century ago. Take Newman’s great work, A Grammar of 
Assent, published in 1870. On page 306 (Image Book) he quotes the 
Penny Encyclopaedia of his day to the effect that the practice of 
atonement is and has been universal — even (he writes) “among that 
most peculiar race, the natives of Australia”. Well, of course, that 
19 th century assertion about “the practice of atonement” in the 
religion of “the natives of Australia” would now have to be severely 
revised. One British anthropologist — Evans-Pritchard — has 
written that one thing his research taught him was that it is most 
difficult to make any general judgment on primal religions. All of 
that having been said, there are some observations we can make in 
comparing religions. For instance, there is no doubt that compared 
with the gods and higher powers of other religions, the God of the 
Judaeo-Christian Revelation displays some unique characteristics. 
Most notable is his mercy and compassion. It is often pointed out 
that Yahweh God is wrathful in respect to sin and in his wrath he can 
be compared to the gods of other peoples. But his wrath is a factor 
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of his holiness and his hatred of wrongdoing. Moreover, this hatred 
of wrongdoing and sin is revealed more and more as love. He loves 
the wrongdoer and constantly calls him to repentance so as to save 
him from his sins. The fullest revelation of this is the person of Jesus 
Christ, who, as St Paul writes, “loved me and gave himself up for 
me.'” He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world by 
bearing it upon his own shoulders and expiating for it himself. That 
is how God’s hatred of sin is expressed. He hates it, and comes to rid 
the world of it by atoning for it in himself. Christ’s Atonement for 
sin reveals that the most distinctive feature of the character of God is 
his mercy. 

Our Gospel scene today narrates the meeting of the risen Jesus 
with his disciples on the evening of the day he rose from the dead. 
He had come back from the dead to rejoin his disciples, this time 
risen and now in glory. The first thing he did was to show them that 
he was back in the flesh, and in particular with the marks of the nails 
still on his body. He showed them his hands and his side: they 
contained the proof of his great work now done. He had atoned for 
the sin of man by his death on the cross. It was a sacrifice of 
atonement and the greatest work of mercy in the history of the world. 
Christ on the cross revealed that God is a God rich in mercy. On this 
Easter Sunday evening, Christ is now with his disciples — alive, well 
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and in glory. What does he do? He confers on them the gift of a 
share in his own divine Spirit, the Spirit of God who is the Lord and 
Giver of life. He then empowers them to forgive sins. The sin of the 
world has been atoned for by his death on the Cross. This atonement 
will now be available for each person through the ministry of the 
Apostles and the Church which, by the power of the Holy Spirit, he 
would build on them. “As the Father has sent me, / am sending you. 
And with that he breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven" (John 20:19-31). Every time we state 
the Creed, we profess our belief in the forgiveness of sins. The sin of 
the world has been atoned for. This was Christ’s great work of 
mercy, for which he was sent into the world by the all-merciful 
Father. The Church, in the persons of the Apostles and those who 
share in the ministerial priesthood with them, bears with it the power 
to forgive the sins of any who repent of them. Thus is the ministerial 
priesthood itself a manifestation and work of God’s mercy. The 
problem especially with modem man is that characteristically he 
does not think that sin matters very much. For him it is not, as we 
might say, a big deal. Hence the mercy of God tends to leave him 
unmoved. 
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Let us ponder often on what God in his mercy has done for 
man. He has taken away the sin of the world, and through his gift to 
the Apostles offers individual man the forgiveness of his sins. Let us 
strive to appreciate the mercy of God. He is a God rich, rich beyond 
description, in mercy. But if we are to appreciate this we must 
appreciate what we have been delivered from. We have been 
delivered from sin. Sin is the world’s horror, and God in his mercy 
has come to our aid. Let us build our lives on the great revelation 
that has been made to us of the abundant mercy of God. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 651- 
655 (The resurrection and the divine mercy) 

-- 
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Monday of the second week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the dead, dies 

now no more; death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have been 
renewed by paschal remedies, transcending the likeness of our 
earthly parentage, may be transformed in the image of our heavenly 
maker. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-3, 4-9; John 3:1-8 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and 
said, Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. 
For no-one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God 
were not with him. In reply Jesus declared, 1 tell you the truth, 
no-one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. How 
can a man be born when he is old? Nicodemus asked. Surely he 
cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born! Jesus 
answered, / tell you the truth, no-one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, 
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my 
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saying, ‘You must be born again. ’ The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. (John 
3:1-8) 

Baptism Our Gospel passage today presents us with a 
dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus. One of the themes of the 
Gospel of St John, from which our passage today is drawn, is the 
antagonism towards Christ manifested with mounting implacability 
by those St John calls “the Jews.” They are the leaders of the Jews 
such as certain members of the Pharisees, the members of the ruling 
council and the chief priests. But we must note that John clearly 
does not mean to imply that all “the Jews” — by that I mean all the 
Pharisees and ruling people — were opposed to Jesus. At the outset 
of our passage today we have one of the Pharisees coming to Jesus 
by night, a member of the ruling council. He comes as a believer, 
recognizing in our Lord a teacher who comes from God. This is 
exactly what others among the ruling council denied, and they were 
the ones who carried the day in terms of decisions about Jesus. 
Nicodemus was a secret disciple of Christ — secret, for fear of his 
colleagues. John later reports his defence of Jesus among them 
(7:50), and of course his reverent burial of Jesus, assisted by Joseph 
of Arimathea (19:39-40). We have no reason to assume that 
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Nicodemus was the only member of what John calls “the Jews” to 
have been won to our Lord. Joseph of Arimathea was probably a 
member of the Sanhedrin, and John says of him that he was “a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews” (19:38). 
Inasmuch as the names of these two are mentioned by John, they 
may even have attained some prominence as Christians, and may 
have been sources of John’s detailed information about the trial of 
Jesus before the chief priests, the Sanhedrin and Pilate. There may 
just have been other disciples among the ruling class too. After all, 
Nicodemus says to our Lord that “we know you are a teacher from 
God” — there are, then, more than himself. Be that as it may, here 
we have our Lord with a representative of the ruling class receiving 
instruction on the rebirth of baptism that is necessary for entry into 
the Kingdom and on the action of the Holy Spirit. These central 
features of Christ’s revelation were known at first hand by secret 
disciples of Christ within the highest circles. 

So let us imagine Christ receiving Nicodemus by night, sitting 
face-to-face with him, with perhaps others of the disciples present 
such as John who reports the conversation (John 3:1-8). Our Lord 
receives him graciously and with understanding. Nicodemus is made 
to feel welcome and at ease, and has no difficulty in asking our Lord 
questions. He loves and venerates our Lord, but is somewhat fearful 
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of the hostility of his colleagues. Our Lord’s teaching bums into the 
memory of John, as it would have of Nicodemus. What, then, does 
Nicodemus hear directly from our Lord, face to face, and explained 
to him with care and no hurry? The Kingdom of God, long promised 
and long expected, predicted for instance by the prophet Daniel 
(ch.2), requires of a person that he be born again. This is a 
remarkable element of the divine plan. Man, fallen man, man whose 
entire history as described in the inspired Scriptures is so marked by 
sin and death, is to be offered a new birth. He is to be granted a new 
beginning, a new life, and this gift will place him in the Kingdom of 
God. This “birth” is not to be crassly understood as a physical birth, 
of course, but is a new birth involving a double feature: water and the 
Spirit. Our Lord is pointing to baptism and the action of the Holy 
Spirit which will be Christ’s fundamental offer to every man. From 
this new birth by water and the Spirit will come the benefits of the 
Kingdom of God. As we imagine ourselves present at the scene of 
this conversation let us endeavour to appreciate anew the decisive 
importance of our baptism in our life in Christ. It is so simple, so 
available, so easy, that l ik e so many things we are very familiar with, 
we can take it for granted with barely a thought. In this respect it is a 
little like the simplicity and ease of the august Sacrament of the holy 
Eucharist. It is so accessible, seemingly so ordinary. And yet how 
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great is the power and significance of the Eucharist, for it is nothing 
other than the person of Christ himself in his entire reality! Baptism, 
so simple in its appearance, is similarly awesome in its effect. Let us 
pray to appreciate this. 

As we read our Gospel passage today, let us endeavour to 
appreciate the importance of the great and fundamental Sacrament of 
Baptism. All that Christ came to do for us is made available in the 
first instance by our Baptism. More is required after Baptism (for we 
sin after Baptism), but without Baptism we have no access to it at all. 
At our Baptism the Holy Spirit effects our new birth. We are taken 
out of the kingdom of darkness and placed in the kingdom of light. 
The power of sin is broken and we are freed and empowered to begin 
the difficult work of attaining holiness in Christ. We are admitted 
into God’s family the Church. Let us thank God for his loving 
providence in granting us the gift of baptism. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the second week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 

glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Enable us, we pray, almighty God, to proclaim the power of 
the risen Lord, that we, who have received the pledge of his gift, may 
come to possess all he gives when it is fully revealed. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:32-37; Psalm 93:1-2, 5; John3:7b-15 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘You must be born again. ’ The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit. How can this be? Nicodemus asked. You are Israel’s 
teacher, said Jesus, and do you not understand these things? I tell 
you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we 
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will 
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No-one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven — the Son of Man. 
Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the Son of Man 
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must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal 
life. (John 3:7b-15) 

Christ our Teacher It is a commonplace to observe that our 
Lord in his teaching makes much use of parables. There have been 
numerous great teachers in history and it would be an interesting 
investigation to compare their characteristic teaching methods. 
Undoubtedly the method employed by a particular teacher reflects 
the method of his thought. For instance, Aristotle was not only an 
outstanding philosopher, but a teacher. He had his disciples, and in 
fact he served as tutor to Alexander the Great. What was his 
pedagogical method? I am not in a position to say, but I doubt that it 
was primarily by the use of story and analogy. But let us consider 
the greatest Teacher of all time, the one whose teaching has inspired 
countless disciples and has transformed lives. I refer, of course, to 
Christ. He usually made use of the story. He loved analogy. In his 
speech he saw analogies between things of everyday life: Beware of 
the yeast of the Pharisees, he warned his disciples. His disciples 
missed the analogy and thought he was referring to bread because 
they only had one loaf with them. He saw an analogy between the 
field sown with both wheat and cockle and the world with its good 
and bad elements. He also continually drew on the course and 
constitution of the world to illustrate the course and nature of the 
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things of God. That is to say, he seems to have constantly seen an 
analogy between the world of our direct experience and the unseen 
world of God that is beyond our direct experience. There have been 
Christian thinkers who have employed analogy to provide 
intellectual support for the truth of revelation. An obvious example 
was the Anglican Bishop Butler of the eighteenth century in his 
influential philosophical book, The Analogy of Religion. Consider 
our Gospel passage today, and in particular our Lord’s reference to 
the Holy Spirit. Nicodemus’s question had been, how could a new 
birth happen? Our Lord explained that it would be by water and the 
Holy Spirit. Then he used an analogy: “The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit .” 

But while our Lord uses analogy — perhaps because, apart 
from its pedagogical effectiveness, it reflected the bent of his human 
intellect — the foundation of his teaching was his own direct 
knowledge. That is to say, he spoke of what he saw and could see. 
He had sight of that for which others needed faith. He knew his 
heavenly Father by direct knowledge. He knew him and saw him 
personally for he is the Son of the eternal Father. He came from the 
Father and has made him known. It is in this spirit that he constantly 
spoke of “my Father” and “your Father.” My Father works, he said to 
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the Jews, and so I work too. “Mv Father’s house is a house of 
prayer ” he told his objectors. So it is that in our Gospel passage 
today our Lord speaks of what he knows. “7 have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly things? No-one has ever gone into heaven except 
the one who came from heaven — the Son of Man” (John 3:7b-15). It 
is on this basis that he speaks of the Holy Spirit to Nicodemus. He 
knows God and the things of God because he comes from God. He 
has seen it all. In our passage today, not only is our Lord speaking of 
the Holy Spirit and his mysterious power — and employing as an 
analogy the wind that we experience — but he is speaking too of his 
supreme and unmatched authority as teacher of the things of God. 
He speaks as one who knows directly the unseen things of heaven. 
He is inviting Nicodemus and all those who enquire as he did, to 
accept him as the unique authority for all that pertains to the truth of 
God. In this same Gospel of St John, our Lord makes exclusive 
claims without the slightest apology. I and the Father are one , he 
declares before his enemies. No one can come to the Father except 
through me , he tells his disciples. He had come from the Father and 
was soon to return to him. For these reasons Jesus Christ is the 
teacher of mankind and for these reasons he commanded his 
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disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the 
nations. 

Let us in our hearts accept Christ as our one and only teacher 
of the ultimate things of life. He is the one who knows God because 
he is God — God the Son of the eternal Father. He who was in the 
bosom of the Father has come among us and has made him known. I 
once visited a young archaeologist to discuss Australian aboriginal 
sites and engravings. I noticed he had Buddhist pictures before him 
and especially pictures of the Dalai Lama. He was a Westerner and I 
would say had chosen to embrace Buddhism. His choice was a stark 
reminder to me that Christ — Jesus Christ — is the true teacher of 
mankind, the only way to the Father. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the second week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will praise you, 

Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect As we recall year by year the mysteries by which, through 
the restoration of its original dignity, human nature has received the 
hope of rising again, we earnestly beseech your mercy, Lord, that 
what we celebrate in faith we may possess in unending love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-9; John 3:16-21 

For God so loved die world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone 
who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes 
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into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done 
has been done through God. (John 3:16-21) 

Conscience It is only a few hundred years since European 
society and culture was riven by religious conflict. I refer to the 
Reformation and its aftermath. People who were harshly opposed to 
one another exalted what they considered the Truth. They did not 
permit whatever they deemed to be its opposite, no matter what the 
cost to themselves and to society. The satirical sceptic Voltaire 
pointed to the violence in the Old Testament, and the great 
eighteenth century agnostic philosopher, David Hume, asserted that, 
as against polytheism, monotheism is intolerant. It will not allow, he 
thought, a disregard for or a contradiction to the Truth of the one and 
only God of Revelation. That is the charge of the secular man: that 
the man of revealed religion is intolerant. Non-belief is said to be 
indicted by religion as not merely mistaken but wicked, a sin, and 
potentially a crime. Well now, this is not the moment to be 
discussing at length the balance between adherence to the truth and 
tolerance of error. Suffice it to say that in modern Western secular 
culture, the temptation for society is hardly to be intolerant of 
religious unbelief. Rather, the assumption of our age and culture is 
to think that unbelief has no special moral significance. Unbelief is 
characteristically regarded as a morally indifferent issue. That is to 
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say, it is a mere private opinion just as religious belief is a private 
opinion. Be that as it may, and without condoning intolerance, let us 
notice the stark condemnation of unbelief which St John presents in 
our inspired passage today. “ God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name 
of God’s one and only Son." Of course, just as Christ did not come to 
condemn — for condemnation will be left till later — so too the 
believer should be slow to condemn — for condemnation, if it 
comes, will come from God and it will come later. That, though, 
does not mean that unbelief is to be regarded as something morally 
indifferent. It is a matter of the utmost moral significance. We are 
taught in this passage that belief in Christ and in his teaching is the 
hinge on which hangs salvation and condemnation. That is because 
religious belief is a profoundly moral matter. 

What this means is that faith in Christ and the acceptance of his 
entire teaching which flows from faith is not just a matter of the 
intellect being drawn to penetrate a religious puzzle. It is a matter of 
the conscience of man leading him to the recognition of, and faith in, 
a Person. It is a question of duty, and it requires a sense of duty. It 
requires a conscience attuned to Truth and its recognition. If one’s 
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life is oriented to the fulfilment of one’s duty it will be easier to 
attain to faith because belief is primarily a moral matter. As our 
passage today continues, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the 
world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 
were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come 
into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever 
lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 
that what he has done has been done through God ” (John 3:16-21). 
The fundamental call of man is that directed to him by his 
conscience. He has the duty to seek the truth conscientiously, to 
overcome and dispel error in his life, and most decisively of all, to 
live by this truth. The implication of our passage today is that to the 
extent one strives to know the truth and especially to live by it, to 
that extent will one draw nearer to the light of Christ. The one who 
strives in this way truly to be moral may not know that the drift of his 
life is towards God and his truth, but so it is — provided he is trying 
to live by the light he has been granted. The foundation for faith is 
the daily effort to do what is right, which is to say, the daily effort to 
be good. It is the good man who is in the best position to attain the 
truth about God and Christ. It is the good man too who will most 
profit from faith in Christ and be led to the holiness which is the 
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purpose of life in Christ. Such is the implication of our Gospel text 
today. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church informs us that “ when 
he listens to his conscience, the prudent man can hear God 
speaking ” (no. 1777). That is not to say that his interpretation of 
what he hears is in every respect correct, for the conscience in the 
first instance tells the prudent man that he must do good and avoid 
evil. This is unmistakable. What he may be mistaken in is in his 
practical judgment as to what this involves in the concrete. But the 
point here is that it is fidelity to the conscience, understood and 
formed in all prudence, that will lead a person towards the truth of 
God. Let us then resolve in everything to do what is right, to be 
good, and to be led by God to his truth. 

-- 
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Thursday of the second week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when you went 

forth before your people, marching with them and living among 
them, the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who for the salvation of the world brought about the 
paschal sacrifice, be favourable to the supplications of your people, 
so that Christ our High Priest, interceding on our behalf, may by his 
likeness to ourselves bring us reconciliation, and by his equality with 
you free us from our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-20; John 3:31-36 

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the 
earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The 
one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has 
seen and heard, but no-one accepts his testimony. The man who has 
accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God 
has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without 
limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his 
hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever 
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rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him. 
(John 3: 31-36) 

From heaven I don’t think anyone has ever claimed that 
Mahomet came down from heaven. The most fervent Muslim 
identifies where he was bom and when. He did not pre-exist his 
natural conception and birth. He grew up in a certain locality and his 
influence grew. It is claimed that he received certain revelations and 
thus became, as Islam deems, a prophet — indeed, he is counted by 
Islam to be the greatest prophet. Then he died, and was buried and 
his tomb is venerated. Nor do I think anyone has ever claimed that 
Buddha came down from heaven, nor Zoroaster, nor Confucius. 
Various mythical personages have been understood to have come 
from above, but modem man understands these persons to be 
precisely that: they are mythical. The Catholic Church and with it 
the rest of what we might call Christendom, understanding very 
clearly what is meant by a myth, asserts that Christ came down from 
heaven in sober fact. It was no myth. The secular non-believing 
man may reject the claim but he would be surely foolish to do so out 
of hand and without considering it with the utmost seriousness, 
because it is made with full awareness and with an immense and 
high-class tradition of intellect behind it. There is one thing that 
cannot be denied. It is that Christianity, and in particular Catholic 
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Christianity, is a religion of intellect. It is well able to consider and 
distinguish myth from cold hard fact. So then, there are many things 
that are unique to the historical figure of Jesus Christ. The first thing 
about him is that — as against all other founders of the religions of 
man — his human conception and then birth in Bethlehem was not 
the beginning of his existence as a person. He pre-existed his 
conception and birth. Indeed, he had existed from all eternity. At a 
certain point the Angels came into being, as did the world, and as did 
man himself. But from all eternity the Person of Jesus Christ had 
existed. He was the Son of the Eternal Father, and he came down 
from heaven. This was one of the most frequent things Jesus Christ 
said about himself, that he had come from the Father and had been 
sent by him. Our Gospel today says it too: Jesus Christ comes from 
above. 

It has often been pointed out that while monotheism has come 
to occupy a centre stage in the religions of the world — the 
monotheism that has issued from Judaic revelation — nevertheless 
polytheism has been more characteristic of human history. For the 
one who recognizes the Judaeo-Christian revelation, the historical 
prevalence of polytheism is an abiding symptom of the Fall. Be that 
as it may, I would make this suggestion about modem secular 
culture. It is, of course, typically sceptical of revealed religion but I 
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suggest that in its scepticism it has reverted to a form of polytheism. 
Its gods are not the gods of Egypt such as Seth and Osiris, nor of 
Canaan such as Ba’al, nor of Rome such as Jupiter, nor of Greece 
such as Zeus. But there are other things modem man worships and 
they are not one but many. Typically he dedicates his life not to one 
exalted figure or goal, but to numerous limited things which change 
with the years. The Greek religion was populated by many heavenly 
(though limited) powers and modern secular man’s life is populated 
too by many superior (though limited) figures which command his 
allegiance. They can be said to occupy the place in his life which the 
many gods occupied in the life of non-secular man. But secular 
man’s gods do not transcend this world. They are not powers above, 
but powers that inhabit our scene. They are terrestrial, immanent to 
life and part of it — they could be career, status, money, sport, 
whatever. We often say that “sport is his religion.” In this sense 
what St John says about Jesus Christ in our gospel today is very 
relevant to modem secular man. Christ, who has come down from 
heaven and who occupies our scene, is above all. There is one 
historical figure, one person of human history, who is above all. No 
matter what it is that a person might tend to revere and dedicate his 
life to, Jesus Christ is above that, and above all. That is to say, Jesus 
Christ stands against all forms of polytheism, including its modem 


- 620 - 



secular and very material forms. He himself is the one only God. 
Monotheism finds its embodiment and focus in him. For modem 
man willing to accept only concrete facts as real, he has in Jesus 
Christ the unmatched factual object of all love and worship. 

‘'The one who comes from heaven is above alF (John 3: 31-36). 
Let us contemplate the person of Jesus Christ long and lovingly, for 
he is above all. No other can be compared to him. We tend to be 
condescending with regard to religion and we allow ourselves to drift 
away from the one and only God who, we say, is a pie in the sky. 
But all too often what is happening is that we are, unbeknown to 
ourselves, drifting towards the worship of many gods. Jesus Christ is 
no pie in the sky: he is an historical figure and a living concrete fact. 
But the unique thing about him is that he came down from heaven 
and is above all. He is absolutely above all. Let us then give our 
heats to him and recognize him for what he is. He is the great God, 
God the Son, and our brother too. 

-- 
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Friday of the second week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, Lord, by 

your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and 
have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, hope and light of the sincere, we humbly entreat you 
to dispose our hearts to offer you worthy prayer and ever to extol you 
by dutiful proclamation of your praise. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; John 6:1-15 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea 
of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had 
performed on the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and 
sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, 
he said to Philip, Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat? 
He asked this only to test him, for he cdready had in mind what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, Eight months ’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each one to have a little! Another of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, Here is a boy 
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with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they 
go among so many? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. There 
was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five 
thousand of them. Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did 
the same with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said 
to his disciples, Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 
wasted. So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began 
to say, Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world. 
Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by 
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. (John 6:1-15) 

God’s tests The sequence of events narrated in our Gospel 
passage today, so remarkable that the people began to contemplate 
making Jesus their king, is occasioned by a question from our Lord 
to Philip: “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 
Consider the situation. Our Lord had crossed with his disciples to 
“the far shore of the Sea of Galilee, and a great crowd of people 
followed him ”. It seems that they were far from a centre where 
sufficient provisions could be obtained, and the people had brought 
very little with them, so great had been their enthusiasm for Jesus. 
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They had simply forgotten to come prepared. We are told that five 
thousand men were there, not counting others. There may well have 
been children and women present: certainly one boy was there, and 
he had come prepared. He it was who provided a few loaves and fish. 
Under normal circumstances it could have been a disaster with 
numbers of people fainting for lack of food. Then came our Lord’s 
question: “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat ?” It 
shows, incidentally, that our Lord did not normally exercise his 
divine power in order to meet everyday needs. He bought his food, 
as did the disciples. For example, on one occasion in the same 
Gospel of St John (ch.4:8) when Jesus and the disciples were passing 
through Samaria, our Lord stopped at Jacob’s Well, while the 
disciples went on ahead to the town to buy food. Our Lord subjected 
himself, as man, to this normal human condition. This time, though, 
he intended to work what St John calls a sign. So he asked 
(reflecting his custom to buy), where shall we buy food for the 
people. That was the obvious question, for undoubtedly there was 
nowhere to buy in the immediate vicinity. Philip immediately put to 
him another problem: where will the money come from anyway? So 
there was a serious practical problem. But St John tells us that our 
Lord asked Philip this question only as a test. He knew what he 
intended to do. It was to be a test of Philip’s and the disciples’ faith. 
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Now this is a significant sentence in the passage: Christ meant 
his question to test Philip, for he knew what he would do. There are 
other situations in the Gospel accounts which we can take as 
intended as tests. For instance, when our Lord with his disciples 
were out on the sea in the midst of a tremendous storm, he himself 
was sound asleep. Terrified, they woke him, and at a word he 
calmed the winds and the sea. Then he asked. Why did you doubt ? 
Though he did not say so, the situation that he had allowed was 
clearly a test. On another occasion when his disciples were alone out 
on the lake in the midst of a very rough sea, he came to them walking 
on the water. As he approached, Simon called to Jesus, asking that 
he bid him come to him across the water. Our Lord asked him to 
come. We could say it was a test of his faith. Simon began to come, 
but his faith failed. Our Lord’s passion and death was to be the 
greatest test of their faith, the greatest opportunity to show that they 
believed. When he rose from the dead he rebuked them for failing to 
believe those who brought them news of his resurrection. It had been 
a test of their faith. In our Gospel passage today (John 6:1-15) our 
Lord asks Philip a question which was, John writes, a test of his faith 
in Jesus, in his power and his compassion. Our Lord went ahead and 
fed the multitude with the handful of food. Whatever the situation, 
all is in the hand of God. Jesus Christ shows himself to be master of 
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the world and of every difficulty. This is one of the points that surely 
comes through in our passage today, and it has direct relevance for 
the life of the Christian. The world is a vulnerable and complex 
reality, and man is often left in sore straits. Just as the crowds were 
in a serious practical and material situation, so too we are vulnerable 
to all kinds of threatening and disastrous situations. They also 
constitute tests. They are tantamount to an opportunity to prove our 
faith in Jesus. They are not just a great bind, but an opportunity. 
They are an opportunity to show our faith in Jesus to Jesus our Lord 
himself, and an opportunity to show our faith in him to the world. 

St John’s observation that Christ’s question to Philip was a test, 
for he himself knew what he would do, ought to be a lesson to us for 
the whole of our lives. All is in the hand of God and nothing will 
happen that is beyond his all-powerful providence. He knows what 
he is going to do. Therefore let us trust him. Every difficult 
situation, indeed every single situation, is a test, an opportunity to 
prove our faith in Christ not only to God himself but to others. When 
they bring you before governors, our Lord said to his disciples, this 
will be your opportunity to bear witness. It will be a test. Let us 
look on every day and every situation of every day as such a test. 
Let us resolve to pass the test with as good a result as we can. That 
is to say, let us trust Christ totally and believe in his word. 
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Saturday of the second week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, proclaim the 

mighty works of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect Set aside, O Lord, the bond of sentence written for us by the 
law of sin, which in the Paschal Mystery you cancelled through the 
Resurrection of Christ your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Or: O God, 
who willed that through the paschal mysteries the gates of mercy 
should stand open for your faithful, look upon us and have mercy, 
that as we follow, by your gift, the way you desire for us, so may we 
never stray from the paths of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; John 6:16-21 

When evening came the disciples of Jesus went down to the 
sea, got into a boat and went across for Capharnaum. It was now 
dark, and Jesus had not yet come back to them. A strong wind blew 
and the sea began to stir. They had rowed some twenty five or thirty 
furlongs when they saw Jesus walking on the sea and approaching 
the boat. They were afraid, but he said to them: It is I. Do not fear. 
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Then they took him on board willingly enough and very soon the boat 
reached the shore to which they were going. (John 6:16-21) 

Help in the storm James George Janos (born July 15, 1951), 
better known as Jesse Ventura, once said in a Playboy interview that 
“organized religion is a sham and a crutch for weak-minded people 
who need strength in numbers.” Ventura in a different context 
explained his statement in a way that toned it down, but it is a 
common perception nevertheless. Religion is a crutch — which is to 
say that the persuasion that God exists and cares for us is nothing 
more than a self-serving illusion with no objective reality. It is like 
the doll that an elderly woman who has largely lost her mind is given 
to hug. The doll serves as an illusion which consoles the woman in 
her wintry situation. “God” is like the doll. There have been all 
kinds of variants of this description of religion. Karl Marx looked on 
religion as an opiate. It drugged the masses out of their constant pain 
in the midst of their material oppression. They had the consoling 
thought of a caring God who would reward them with heaven at the 
end of their hopeless trials. The thought of God — religion — was 
the one thing holding their material progress back, because it led 
them to accept their lot and not cast off the yoke of their upper class 
oppressors. Religion was a crutch, the opium of the masses. What 
are we to say of this? Well, to begin with, a crutch is what a crippled 
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or wounded person needs. A person who is crippled, but who thinks 
he is not crippled at all and so makes no use of a crutch of some kind 
— he is the person who is suffering from an illusion. I can imagine a 
person suffering from great pain due to an injury, being assisted by a 
controlled use of opium — in the way any modern pain-relieving 
medication might. For instance, in a rudimentary situation where a 
leg has to be amputated, the taking of opium may be life-saving 
because of its control of pain. In such a case, opium would not be an 
illusion. On the contrary, it may be absolutely illusory for a person 
to think he can cope with the pain unassisted. The fact is that to a 
fair extent, modem Western man is under the illusion that there is no 
need of God, and that this world is all that there is. The current 
illusion is not that there is a God who cares despite the pain of life, 
but that all that is worth living for is what can be touched and 
enjoyed. 

This is an illusion, if only because of the ever-looming spectre 
of decline and death. Man cannot rest secure if this world is all that 
there is. It is an illusion to think that he can get by without any 
reference to the Unseen. The plain fact is that he is extremely 
vulnerable. At any point in his life a storm can arise. His health can 
suddenly begin to fail. He can find his work beyond him and 
thereafter bringing on him various reversals. He can lose his friends 
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and near relations — his spouse or child could die. In a radical sense 
his life is absolutely contingent. His life need never have been, and it 
can be snuffed out in an instant. It is therefore the most rational 
thing of all to cry out for assistance from the Unseen — from that 
which is beyond our contingent and vulnerable world. But the 
marvel is that God has intervened so that we can rely on him with the 
assurance of sight. God became man and dwelt among us, and, as St 
John says, we saw his glory. We saw it, he said, the glory as of the 
only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. In our Gospel 
passage today, the disciples find themselves in a situation that 
exemplifies and symbolizes the human situation. They are in a 
storm, and in difficulties — and precisely in this situation they see 
Jesus coming toward them. “It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come back to them. A strong wind blew and the sea began to stir. 
They had rowed some twenty five or thirty furlongs when they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and approaching the boat. They were 
afraid, but he said to them: It is I. Do not fear. Then they took him 
on board willingly enough and very soon the boat reached the shore 
to which they were going” (John 6:16-21). It was not an illusory 
crutch that they saw coming to them across the water in the midst of 
the strong wind. It was not an illusory opiate being offered them. It 
was an objective reality. Christ came to them across the water 
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offering real strength, security, consolation and safety. The result of 
God’s revelation is that we now know that reality is ultimately kind, 
compassionate, merciful, caring. Reality is ultimately love, so we 
ought to turn to God and rely on him. God, who is this love, means 
to take us to himself where all will be eternally secure in his love. 

Any person who feels secure while repudiating the idea of God 
is suffering from an illusion. He will hunt around for a crutch, and 
his crutch will be his limited and failing senses, and the world which 
he sees and on which he depends. That will be his crutch and his 
opiate. The most clear-sighted thing a man can do is acknowledge 
his entire dependence on his Creator, and resolve to live in 
communion with him by doing his will. There are no illusions there. 
The saint is the one who lives in the light, whereas the one who is far 
from God dwells at most in the twilight. It is imperative that he 
approach the only One who is the Light of the world and live in his 
friendship. 
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Third Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 1-2 Cry out with joy to God, all 
the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O render him glorious 
praise, alleluia. 

Collect May your people exult for ever, O God, in renewed 
youthfulness of spirit, so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of 
our adoption, we may look forward in confident hope to the rejoicing 
of the day of resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Prayers this week : Let all the earth cry to God with joy; praise the 
glory of his name; proclaim his glorious praise, alleluia. (Psalm 65: 
1 - 2 ) 

God our Lather, may we look forward with hope to our resurrection, 
for you have made us your sons and daughters, and restored the joy 
of our youth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Psalm 4:2, 4, 7-9; 

1 John 2:l-5a; Luke 24:35-48 
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Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how 
Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the bread. While they 
were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, Peace be with you. They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, Why are you troubled, 
and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is / myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones, as you see I have. When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it 
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, Do you have anything 
here to eat? They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 
ate it in their presence. He scud to them, This is what I told you 
while 1 was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then 
he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He 
told them, This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You 
are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:35-48) 

Risen in the flesh We read in the first book of Samuel (28: 9- 
19) that near the end of his career King Saul approached the woman 
(a “witch”, she is often translated as) at En-dor, and asked her to 
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summon up a ghost he would nominate to tell him his future. Saul 
was violating his own religious laws that indicted all fortune telling 
and dealing with spirits — indicating, incidentally, the condemnation 
of all such practices by Old Testament religion. With a sworn 
guarantee to her of secrecy, Saul directed her to summon up the 
ghost of Samuel. Accordingly, the ghost of Samuel was called forth 
from his abode. The ghost of Samuel came forth from below to 
predict that Saul would be with him in Hades on the morrow because 
of his disobedience. This, incidentally, is one of the many Old 
Testament texts that testify to the Afterlife and to the Judgment of 
God. It is not, though, a text that testifies to the resurrection of the 
body. Moreover, the state of Samuel as he appears to Saul is 
shadowy. Samuel tells Saul he has disturbed his “rest”, as if it is a 
kind of repose from which he has just been disturbed. But one does 
not get the impression that the spirit of Samuel is enjoying abundant 
life. That Saul will soon be with him itself suggests little that 
discriminates between the states of the just and the wicked in this 
Afterlife. In fact, not very much is revealed to us of the Afterlife in 
the Old Testament. Though the fact of it is indisputably a revealed 
teaching, that teaching is shown in process of development. God, 
when speaking to Moses from the Burning Bush, had told him he 
was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — indicating, as our Lord 
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pointed out, that these three patriarchs were alive because God is the 
God of living persons. Elijah had gone up to heaven, and was 
predicted in some sense to return. As we read in the Book of 
Maccabees, offerings were made to pray for the dead that they might 
be released from their sins. In the Book of Wisdom the virtuous 
man, though he die before his time, will find rest in God, and he will 
live forever in recompense. The godless will be judged for their sins. 
So the broad lines of the doctrine of the resurrection from the dead 
are revealed, but dimly. 

All is changed with the great fact of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. He was a great prophet, mighty in word and in 
work, revealing himself to be truly man of course, but also the divine 
Son of the eternal Father. He lived as man, suffered and died as man, 
and then rose from the dead in his manhood. He came back from the 
dead not as Samuel did. There was no mistaking the ghost of Samuel 
- it was a ghost that was called up. Samuel did not come back in his 
body. When our Lord rose from the dead we see two kinds of 
response. Those who entered into conversation with him, before 
having been introduced to him formally, had no doubt that they were 
talking to someone in the flesh. For instance, when at the tomb Mary 
Magdalene began talking to the one she thought was the gardener, 
she had no doubt that he was a living man. So too, when the two 
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disciples met Jesus on the road to Emmaus later that same Easter 
Sunday morning. They discussed at length with him the meaning of 
the Scriptures. It was only later that they saw it was Jesus who had 
been speaking to them. When our Lord appeared to the Eleven that 
evening, at first they thought they were seeing a ghost (Luke 24:35- 
48). But he soon dispelled such thoughts. They heard him, saw him, 
felt him, touched him, watched him eat, and entered into joyful 
conversation with him. These were men who had been persistently 
sceptical of all they had been told by eye-witnesses. Christ had come 
back from the dead, not as a ghost might, but in his body. The 
resurrection of the body was now a cardinal belief of the Christian 
religion. Those who believed in Jesus, who shared his Spirit, and 
who lived and died in union with him, would share in his resurrection 
in the body. The body of the risen Jesus was his same body, but now 
glorified. It was now in no way subject to anything leading to or 
indicative of death and its limitations. It was not a return to earthly 
life as was the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead, or as was the 
son of the widow of Nain. In his risen body, Christ lived the divine 
life of glory and so transcended the conditions of this life. He 
appeared, he vanished, and he ascended into heaven in his body. If 
we live and die in Jesus we shall share (in due course) in his 
resurrection of the body. In our bodies we shall share in his glory. 
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Every Sunday at Mass we all recite the Nicene Creed. 
Frequently in our private prayer — such as at the beginning of the 
Rosary — we recite the Apostles Creed. In these Creeds we profess 
our faith in the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. We are 
professing our firm hope, based on our faith in Christ, that we shall 
share in the resurrection of Christ in his body. He rose from the dead 
in his body to a glorified life. In his body, the same body in which 
he suffered and died, he was in glory. As glorified he appeared in his 
body to his disciples. All this we shall share in, if we believe in 
Jesus and live in a manner consistent with this belief. Let us place 
our faith in him, then, and live this faith in all the details of everyday 
life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.645-646 
(The risen humanity of Jesus) 
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Monday of the third week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his 

life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, putting off our old self 
with all its ways, we may live as Christ did, for through the healing 
paschal remedies you have conformed us to his nature. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-15; Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; 

John 6:22-29 

The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore 
of the lake realised that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus 
had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away 
alone. Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where 
the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 
Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of 
Jesus. When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked 
him, Rabbi, when did you get here? Jesus answered, l tell you the 
truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs 
but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for 
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food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his 
seed of approval. Then they asked him, What must we do to do the 
works God requires? Jesus answered, The work of God is this: to 
believe in the one he has sent. (John 6:22-29) 

The work of faith Years ago there was a well-known 
personality in public affairs, an acquaintance of whom I happened to 
meet years later. I asked how that person was going spiritually. He 
said in reply that he was not “working on it.” He meant that he was 
not “working” at growing in his religious faith — he was working at 
other things, but not on that. It was a good way of putting it, because 
our religious faith has to be worked at if it is to grow. It will not 
grow naturally — and here I am talking of a dogmatic religion, one 
founded on and nourished by religious dogma, the doctrine of Christ 
as enunciated by the teaching Church. There are many who have 
been given a religious upbringing by their parents. They have been 
instructed in the Christian faith and its doctrines. They were raised 
in the practice of the Christian faith by being taken to Mass and 
church on Sundays. But they then fell away and lost their Christian 
faith. At times the comment made on this falling away is that it is 
proof that the Church is not being effective in getting its message 
across. But if a person is to remain faithful to religion it requires that 


- 640 - 



he himself be working at it, and working at it all his life for it is easy 
to begin falling away. That falling away begins when we cease 
working on it. It is precisely this which our Lord refers to in our 
Gospel passage today. He was being chased by the people after 
having worked the miracle of the loaves. But he had no illusions 
about this. They were clamouring for him because they had been fed 
the day before. The implication was that they were seeking him for 
the material benefits they could get from him. But what they should 
have been doing is working for the food that would give them eternal 
life. So they asked him. What work does God require? “ Jesus 
answered, The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent ” 
(John 6:22-29). 

How, then, do we engage in this work of belief in Jesus? 
Firstly, we have to be working at it every day of our lives. The work 
of faith is not like a hobby or personal interest that we can take up or 
leave aside as the feeling comes and goes. If I have an interest in 
painting as a youth, but then leave it aside for years because of other 
commitments or interests, this ultimately does not matter because my 
life does not depend on it. But there is an interesting feature of even 
this which ought to be noted. If I have a love for painting and some 
talent for it and then leave it aside for some years, I may well find 
that when I eventually turn to it again, any real interest in painting 
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has gone. I do not have sufficient interest any more to make the 
necessary effort to regain my facility for painting. I once was 
interested, but having left it aside, I find I no longer have any real 
interest. So it can be, but in a far more serious sense, with the life of 
religion. I may have been somewhat interested in religion and in 
following the person of Jesus once — say, when I was living with 
my parents and family and school — but when I left that 
environment I became interested in other things and my spiritual 
interest in religion began to be seriously neglected. I no longer 
worked on it, and my interest faded away. Later when I come to 
think of religion again, I find my interest has gone. That is to say, 
my faith has died. I have turned away from Christ and I see that I am 
no longer interested in him. The point here is that I must, as a matter 
of urgency, work on my religious faith every day of my life. I must 
not neglect it for a single day. My eternal prospects depend on my 
life of faith. It is the work of my life. What are the means of 
prosecuting this work? To begin with, I must have a plan of life 
involving spiritual work, and then I must keep to that plan. Every 
day I must put time into prayer — including set times of prayer so 
that my prayer life each day is not subject to the whims of the 
moment. I should do a little spiritual reading every day. For the 
Catholic he must never miss his Sunday Mass. He must receive the 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly. He ought to receive regular 
advice from a prudent spiritual director. 

Hearing our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage let us take 
up the great work of life — growing in a deep and strong faith in 
Jesus Christ. This faith must show itself in obedience to his 
commandments and in active love for him, manifested in daily prayer 
and the fulfilment of the duties of one’s state in life. The purpose of 
life is to attain genuine sanctity, which is to say to grow in the love 
of God. This is the great work ahead for all. Let us all get to work, 
then! 
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Tuesday of the third week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19: 5; 12:10 Sing praise to our God, all you 

who fear God, both small and great, for now salvation and strength 
have come, and the power of his Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who open wide the gates of the heavenly Kingdom 
to those reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, pour out on your 
servants an increase of the grace you have bestowed, that, having 
been purged of all sins, they may lack nothing that in your kindness 
you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 7:51-8:la; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a, 17, 21ab; 

John 6:30-35 

So they asked Jesus, What miraculous sign then will you give 
that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our 
forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat. ’ Jesus said to them, / tell you the 
truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it 
is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world. Sir, they said, from now on give us this bread. Then Jesus 
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declared, I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:30- 
35) 


Time with Jesus One gets the impression that modem man 
tends to discount miracles. I speak of modern secular man. He is not 
particularly interested in miracles and discounts their likelihood. If 
the topic of the canonization of saints comes up and the requirement 
of authenticated miracles, the subject tends to be regarded as a little 
absurd. If it is explained that the Church in requiring a miracle is 
requiring a sign from God that her investigation into the sanctity of a 
person’s life has a divine warrant, still the miracle itself tends to be 
discounted. It is regarded as unreal and in any case beside the point. 
The point is the person’s goodness of life — and this emphasis, of 
course, the Church agrees with, while requiring the miracle 
nevertheless. The important point is indeed the goodness and virtue 
of a person and his credibility derives primarily from this. But a 
prejudice against miracles prevents a person from appreciating the 
full action of God in revealed religion and at times in the world. In 
fact God worked miracles then and he has continued to do so to our 
day. The Jews expected miracles to authenticate prophetic action — 
not necessarily, but often so. For instance, when Elijah confronted 
the four hundred prophets of Ba’al he proposed a contest. He and 
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they, beginning with them, would offer sacrifice to their respective 
gods, and the sacrifice that was accepted by fire from heaven would 
manifest which god was the true God. We remember what 
happened. The sacrifice of the prophets of Ba’al remained 
unconsumed, whereas the sacrifice of Elijah was instantly consumed 
by fire from heaven. It was a miracle that authenticated the claims of 
the prophet Elijah. But miracles were not always given. The 
greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist, worked no miracle. But 
here we have in our Gospel passage the people asking our Lord to 
prove his claims with a miracle. They pointed to the miracle of the 
manna in the desert wrought by Moses, and by means of which God 
fed his people in the wilderness. Our Lord worked many miracles, 
but he used their request to point to the greatest of all miracles, the 
coming of himself among them. 

In fact, the miracles of Moses did not change the hearts of the 
children of Israel in the wilderness. Miracles alone will not bring 
religious conviction. They do not bring religious conviction to 
modern man who remains sceptical about them, and they did not 
necessarily bring conviction in our Lord’s day. We only have to 
think of the response of the scribes and Pharisees in our Lord’s day 
to the miracles they saw and heard of him working. On one occasion 
a paralysed man was lowered in front of our Lord for his healing. 
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This was in the presence of his enemies, the Pharisees. The first 
thing our Lord did was forgive his sins. Then, by way of proof for 
his authority to do this, he healed the man of his paralysis. What did 
the scribes and Pharisees do? They began to plot his elimination 
because he had presumed to forgive sins. No account was taken of 
the miracle before their eyes. So miracles alone do not convince. In 
fact, very little will convince if a person is not open to conviction. 
But in our Gospel passage today our Lord in response to the request 
of the people for a miraculous sign, points to himself. What 
miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe 
you? What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert’ 
... Jesus said to them, 7 tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has 
given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven ’.... ‘Sir, they said, from now on give us 
this bread. ’ Then Jesus declared, 7 am the bread of Iife , '’ , (John 
6:30-35). He himself is the greatest sign of all, the greatest miracle. 
That is to say, his very goodness and holiness of life ought to be 
convincing - and it will be to the properly disposed person. We 
remember how our Lord, having been baptised by John and soon to 
begin his public ministry, was followed by two of John’s disciples. 
Jesus stopped, invited them to accompany him and they stayed with 
him that day. That proved to be enough for them. They had spent 
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time with him, they had come to know him, and they believed. There 
were no miracles at this point, but they had come to believe. 

Christ is our bread of life. He is the one who has come down 
from heaven for our sakes. The most important thing we can do is 
spend time with him in faith. If we spend time with him in daily 
prayer and suitable spiritual reading, if we listen with a docile spirit 
to the preaching, the teaching and the witness of the Church about 
Jesus our Lord, then we shall grow in a deeper and deeper faith in 
him. Christ himself ought to be the object of our life’s 
contemplation. He is the bread of life who has come down from 
heaven to give life to the world. Let us truly believe, then! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the third week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70):8, 23 Let my mouth be filled with 

your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall shout for joy, when I 
sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect Be present to your family, O Lord, we pray, and graciously 
ensure those you have endowed with the grace of faith an eternal 
share in the Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8: lb-8; Psalm 66:l-7a; John 6:35-40 

Then Jesus declared, I am die bread of life. He who comes to 
me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not 
believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
conies to me I will never drive away. For 1 have come down from 
heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that 1 shall lose none of all that he 
has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will 
is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. (John 6:35-40) 
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Life or Death As we look out on the universe and on the 
history of mankind we see a stupendous and vast fact : it is the sheer 
fact of the world. I remember years ago watching a movie, and in 
the movie a child asked his mother, Why isn’t there nothing? 
Indeed. Why isn’t there nothing at all? The mere fact that things 
come and go, in both their life and their being, shows that they need 
not be. I remember one very good priest I knew who lived his 
working life in Australia but died in Spain. Just before he died he 
said he was grateful for the gift of life. He knew he need not have 
been at all. None of us need be, and we know this from the mere fact 
that not long ago we did not exist. Our transience manifests our 
radical contingency. The same thing is to be said of every other item 
in the universe — all things come to be, and pass away. In their 
nature and existence they are beholden to forces other than 
themselves. The universe in its being, made up as it is of transient 
realities, is itself essentially contingent. But the stupendous thing 
about it is that it actually exists. The universe, though it is in no way 
necessary, is a vast fact. Sadly, though, it is a fact that will pass 
away. Death follows the blessing of life, and corruption follows the 
blessing of wholeness. God has revealed why this is so — it is 
ultimately due to sin. There is another fundamental feature about 
man and his world which has been revealed to us by God. It is that 
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we are faced not only with life and then death, but with an even more 
serious prospect. It is that of either salvation or damnation. We 
cannot avoid one or the other. We are given to ourselves, but this 
given-ness involves an unavoidable responsibility for ourselves. 
Ultimately each of us will be saved or damned, and forever. What 
could be more pressing than that every day we be on the path to 
salvation? This is the path through and beyond the sad fact of death 
and corruption which follows the wondrous fact of life and being. 
What could be more sad and catastrophic than, following life, to pass 
through death on to damnation forever? The key must be found to the 
attainment of life beyond death. If there is no key to be found then 
the philosophers (like Sartre) proclaiming the absurdity of life are 
discovered thereby to be correct. All is absurd. 

Fortunately there is a key and it is proclaimed by Jesus Christ. 
It is, he says, to believe in him. It is as simple as that, provided we 
take it all in as he meant it. He has come to save all, all of mankind. 
There is a path to ultimate security, only one path, and it has been 
made abundantly clear what that path is. Let us listen again to what 
he tells us in our Gospel today. “7 have come down from heaven not 
to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the 
will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given 
me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that 
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everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 
life, and 1 will raise him up at the last day ” (John 6:35-40). Facing 
each person is the prospect of being lost, or of being saved. Of 
ourselves, we would be lost. We do not have the power to save 
ourselves from our sinful condition. We are born in sin and we are 
subject to its power, a power that leads to death — not just the 
oblivion of natural death following the blessing of life, but a second 
death that is definitive, eternal. What a terrible predicament we are 
revealed to be in! It is due to the sin of man — his original sin in the 
beginning, and his personal sins during life. But a grand blessing has 
come. The Creator has sent his divine Son to be man’s salvation, and 
the key is to turn to him and believe in him. “ He who believes in 
me,” Christ told his disciples, “ will be saved, and the one who 
knowingly refuses to believe in me, will be lost.” He himself is intent 
on saving all. “7 am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty... 
All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to 
me I will never drive away.” Jesus Christ is the only way to the 
Father: ‘Wo one comes to the Father except through me”, he told his 
disciples. As Peter said to the Sanhedrin, there is no other name by 
which men may be saved, than the name of Jesus Christ. There we 
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have the key to the most serious issue facing every man and woman, 
and all of humanity. 

The issue facing all of us is salvation or damnation, and the key 
to salvation is Jesus Christ. The one thing necessary we must do 
every day is place our faith in Jesus Christ — the living, risen Jesus 
— and live our daily life in a way consonant with that belief. It 
means keeping his commandments and striving to grow in a personal 
love for and following of him. Let us be clear-sighted then and never 
allow ourselves to stray from the one thing necessary. So then, let 
each of us say to ourselves. Now I begin! 

-- 
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Thursday of the third week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, for he has 

gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength and my might; he has 
become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, let us feel your compassion more 
readily during these days when, by your gift, we have known it more 
fully, so that those you have freed from the darkness of error may 
cling more firmly to the teachings of your truth. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; John 6:44-51 

Jesus said, No-one can come to me unless the Father who sent 
me draws him, and I will reuse him up at the last day. It is written in 
the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God. ’ Everyone who listens 
to the Father and learns from him comes to me. No-one has seen the 
Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 
/ tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. 1 am the 
bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they 
died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a 
man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 
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heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. This bread 
is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (John 6:44-51) 

The living bread One of the most curious features of the 
history of human thought and culture is the extraordinary diversity of 
notions and images of what we might call the numinous. Compare 
the images and notions of the Dreaming in Australian Aboriginal 
religion with the myths and rituals of the tribes of the North 
American Red Indians. Compare the African Nuer or Massai 
religions with that of the New Zealand Maoris. Compare the various 
religions of classical times — those of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, 
Rome. This is not to speak of the profusion of philosophical notions 
on the nature of the Absolute that has studded human thought. The 
peoples of the world typically agree that there is more to reality than 
the material and visible and that higher powers are involved in the 
course of the world. But this phenomenon of diversity in myth, ritual 
and religion also suggests a radical ignorance of the nature of what 
we might call the Absolute. Whatever it is that is truly the Ultimate, 
its nature seems to have defied the common comprehension of man. 
That there is an Absolute — be it one or many — is affirmed by the 
religious life of man and his cultures. Traditionally, man is 
convinced of the fact of the Beyond, but its nature has eluded the 
consensus of the family of man. So with his imagination and ritual 
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he gropes along within the limits of the experience and resources of 
his society and age. He longs to see and know the Source and Final 
Term of everything, but typically it eludes him. God dwells in 
inaccessible light which for man is impenetrable darkness. Into this 
confused pattern of religious endeavour has beamed a great Light 
coming from above. There has been a divine revelation letting man 
know something true about God and his plan for the world. But 
there is more. God himself has come among us such that all men can 
now see him, at least through the medium and witness of those who 
did see him. The Ultimate has been encountered in history by 
ordinary people. God the Son became truly man. He showed us that 
he came from the Father, from the Absolute and the Ultimate, from 
the Origin and the End, and that he knew him first-hand and face to 
face. He had seen him. No one else had in the history of the world, 
only he. He had seen the Father because he is the Father’s own Son, 
and came from the bosom of the Father. 

This is what our Lord tells his hearers in today’s Gospel. “No- 
one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has 
seen the Father”. The way our Lord constantly referred to the Father 
illustrates this. Accused of violating the Sabbath he said, My Father 
is working, so I work too. So unique was the sense conveyed by this 
utterance that the Jewish leaders attempted to stone him for it 
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because he was making God out to be his very own father, and so 
making himself equal to God. He drove the businesses out of the 
Temple, saying that the Temple was the House of his own Father. 
He spoke as one who knew God the Father first-hand, by intimate 
sight. He had come from his side. He had been with him, he knew 
him, and now he had come to tell the world about him. Furthermore, 
we read that everyone who listens to the Father will come to Jesus. 
The pre-eminent examples of those who listen to the Father are the 
prophets. They pointed to the Messiah who was to come. When the 
Christ-child was brought into the Temple by Mary and Joseph, 
Simeon and the prophetess Anna were drawn to him. St John the 
Baptist, the greatest of the prophets, pointed to Jesus and revealed 
him as the Lamb of God, the Anointed One. It is the Father who 
actively draws people to Jesus: “ No-one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him”. He does so by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Thus it is that they will be taught by God. The peoples 
of the world sought communion with the gods in order to secure life, 
however they might have visualized it. They sought, we might say, 
the bread — the means — that would give them enduring life, life 
with security. Jesus is revealed as the one who provides this. He is 
the bread of life “that comes down from heaven, which a man may 
eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
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If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. This bread is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world ” (John 6:44-51). All 
this is to say that the Father himself has intervened and said. This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Listen to him. 

Our deepest yearnings are for communion with God. As St 
Augustine put it, our hearts are made for you, O God, and they will 
not find rest except in you. Jesus Christ is the one who reveals God 
to us. He, the Word, was with God from the beginning and is, 
indeed, himself God. No one comes to the Father except through 
him. He who sees me sees the Father, he said. Thus it is that Jesus 
Christ is the bread of life for mankind, the living bread come down 
from heaven and anyone who eats of this bread will live forever. In 
communion with Jesus Christ is to be found the communion with 
God that mankind has always sought. Let us abide with him, then! 

-- 
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Friday of the third week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 

receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour, 
alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have come to 
know the grace of the Lord's Resurrection, may, through the love of 
the Spirit, ourselves rise to newness of life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 117: lbc, 2; John 6:52-59 

Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat? Jesus said to them, / tell you the 
truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh 
is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood remains in me, and 1 in him. Just as the living 
Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds 
on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down 
from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds 
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on this bread will live for ever. He said this while teaching in the 
synagogue in Capernaum. (John 6:52-59) 

The Eucharist Christ has already told his listeners that he is 
the true manna from Heaven. He was challenged to provide a sign 
that would warrant their faith in him — after all, their fathers had 
been given manna to eat from Heaven. What could he do? Our Lord 
replied that the bread from Heaven that he would give was far, far 
superior to the manna of Moses in the wilderness. Those who ate 
that bread are all dead. The bread he would provide would enable 
them to live forever. Of course, our Lord was not saying that all 
those who ate the manna in the desert were lost eternally whereas all 
those who ate of the bread he would give would — by contrast with 
them — live for ever. He was simply saying that the manna in the 
desert sustained this life only. It could not, of itself, give a life that 
would endure beyond the grave. The bread he himself would give, 
however, provided eternal life. It was the true bread from heaven. 
Give us this bread, then! they replied. / am the bread of life, our 
Lord said. He who eats of this bread will live forever. Then our 
Lord was even more explicit. He did not simply mean that he was 
the bread of life in that, say, his teaching and his example if followed 
would sustain a person to life everlasting. He was not just referring 
to, for example, his word which was the word of God. No, he was 
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stating that the bread he would give was his own flesh which he 
would give for the life of the world (John 6:51). His very body is the 
bread from heaven, and it would be eaten. The Jews heard all this 
and debated what it could mean. How could “ this man give us his 
flesh to eat?” That is the question posed by all our Lord’s hearers not 
only on this occasion in the synagogue of Capernaum, but through 
the ages. Jesus must mean this, they thought, in some symbolic or 
metaphorical way — how is his flesh to be given to us as food to be 
eaten? This is the setting for our Gospel passage today. John is 
reporting events he had seen and he gives the location. What was 
our Lord’s answer to this? 

Firstly, our Lord stated even more expressly and 
unambiguously what he had just told them. He is meaning what he 
says in all truth. I tell you the truth, he said. You must eat my flesh 
and drink my blood and if you do not you will die. If you do, you 
will have already eternal life, and I shall raise you up on the last day. 
Then our Lord insists: his flesh is real food, not just food in some 
symbolic or metaphorical sense. It is real food, and his blood is real 
drink. It is to be eaten and drunk. Then he explains something of the 
utmost importance. If one eats his flesh and drinks his blood, there 
will be a profound union established with his own person: “ Whoever 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. Just 
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as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the 
one who feeds on me will live because of me” (John 6:52-59). Eating 
the flesh of Jesus and drinking his blood establishes a communion 
with the living Jesus, in which each remains in the other. Christ was 
giving his flesh and blood to those who accept him in order to enter 
into a profound communion with them. The Holy Eucharist would 
constitute the most profound union with the living Jesus, and by 
means of it we who eat his flesh and drink his blood would live 
because of him, just as he lives because of the Father. This too is to 
be noted: while our Lord was stating with the utmost clarity and 
publicity that his flesh must be eaten and his blood must be drunk, he 
was not explaining then, at that point, how this would be done. 
Importantly, he did not say that his flesh would be eaten in a physical 
sense, as one would sit down to eat meat involving a chewing of 
physical flesh. While he stated the fact of his body being eaten and 
blood being drunk, he did not explain the manner whereby it would 
happen. This he explained to his disciples at the Last Supper. He 
would give his flesh and blood sacramentally. Mysteriously, and by 
his almighty divine power, the bread would become his body and the 
wine his blood, while retaining all the appearances of the bread and 
wine. The reality of the bread and wine would become the person of 
Jesus while all the physical appearances and characteristics of the 
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bread and wine — what Aristotelian and Thomistic philosophers call 
its “accidents” — would remain. 

The Catholic doctrine on the Holy Eucharist is the doctrine our 
Lord taught in the synagogue of Capernaum, and is the doctrine the 
Church has taught unambiguously since the beginning. It is the 
mystery of our faith and is the Church’s greatest treasure. The 
Eucharist is the person of Jesus Christ given to man sacramentally. 
In the Holy Eucharist the Church’s member eats the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drinks his blood, and does so sacramentally — which is 
to say, under the appearances of bread and wine. It is not bread and 
wine, symbolizing the body and blood of Christ, which is eaten. It is 
literally Jesus himself — but in sacramental mode. It is a 
stupendous miracle, and it is a principal reason for being a Catholic 
Christian. Let us love this Sacrament, then! 

-- 
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Saturday of the third week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with Christ in 

Baptism, through which you also rose again by faith in the working 
of God, who raised him from the dead, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the font of Baptism have made new those 
who believe in you, keep safe those reborn in Christ, that, defeating 
every onslaught of error, they may faithfully preserve the grace of 
your blessing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:31-42; Psalm 116:12-17; John 6:60-69 

On hearing Jesus’ teaching, many of his disciples said, This is 
a hard teaching. Who can accept it? Aware that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, Does this offend you? What 
if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit 
gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words / have spoken to 
you are spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not 
believe. For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did 
not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, This is 
why / told you that no-one can come to me unless the Father has 
enabled him. From this time many of his disciples turned back and 
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no longer followed him. You do not want to leave too, do you? Jesus 
asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that 
you are the Holy One of God. (John 6:60-69) 

Success There is a pattern in the life and ministry of Christ, 
and it is that he encountered sustained opposition. In common 
estimation the indicator of “success” is acceptance by and influence 
over a notable portion of society. In this sense it can be said that 
Christ was not very “successful” — at least not during his immediate 
lifetime. Mahomet was “successful” in his immediate lifetime, and 
Islam deems this — together with the “success” of Islam and its 
armies immediately following his death — to be indicative of the 
divine sanction. We read in the Acts of the Apostles that when Peter 
and the other Apostles were brought before the Sanhedrin and 
testified boldly to the Resurrection, the renowned doctor of the Law, 
Gamaliel, urged on the Sanhedrin that they exercise restraint. His 
principle was that if “this work be of men, it will come to nothing. 
But if it be of God you cannot overthrow it ” (Acts 5: 38-39). Now, 
the second part of this was correct, but not necessarily the first part. 
All this is to say that “success” is a problematic term. In the 
providence and plan of God, Christ’s success in redeeming the world 
involved a lack of success as commonly understood. He was not 
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successful in gaining the allegiance of those who mattered in the 
nation, whereas in history we see people having great success by 
gaining the support of those who matter. Christ encountered 
mounting opposition from them, an opposition that became utterly 
implacable. They rejected his teaching and his practice. He drew 
large crowds, but they were fickle, and our Lord had no illusions 
about them. He could see that there was not present in them the faith 
he was seeking. Especially notable, however, was our Lord’s lack of 
success among many of his disciples. The most spectacular instance 
of this was one of the very Twelve. Judas, chosen from among the 
disciples to be a Patriarch of the new people of God, became utterly 
disaffected. He was not the only one. In our Gospel passage today 
our Lord announces the doctrine of the Eucharist, and “many of his 
disciples ” complained. It was too much, and from this time many of 
his disciples refused to follow him any longer. It was no surprise to 
him, however, because from the beginning he knew who would be 
faithful and who would not. 

The questions each person who reads our Gospel passage today 
ought to ask are, Is Christ successful with me ? and, Is his word and is 
his person being accepted by me, genuinely and from the heart? The 
model for all of us ought to be the response of Simon Peter and the 
Apostles with the exception of Judas. We read that on hearing his 
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doctrine of the Eucharist, many of his disciples left him. Then 
turning to his Apostles, he asked “Do you intend to leave tool ” There 
was to be no going back on what he had said. He would give his 
flesh to be eaten and his blood to be dmnk, and by these means he 
would give eternal life. What was now needed from his disciples 
was faith in him and his word. Simon Peter answered him, “ Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe 
and know that you are the Holy One of God ” (John 6:60-69). Our 
Lord had said that the Spirit gives life. So the Holy Spirit was giving 
life to Simon Peter and the rest of the Eleven. Our Lord had said that 
“ no-one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.’’'’ So the 
Father was drawing and enabling Simon Peter and the others to come 
to Christ and to believe him. On another occasion our Lord asked his 
disciples who the people were saying he was. They told him that 
some said he was a prophet, others one of the great prophets of old 
come back again. But you , he asked. Who do you say I ami Simon 
Peter told him: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Blessed 
are you, Simon, our Lord replied, because it was my Father who 
revecded this to you. Here in our Gospel passage today, Simon Peter 
is showing that the Father has been drawing him to Christ. So then, 
let every disciple of Christ thank the Father almighty for the faith in 
Jesus that has been granted to him, and let him resolve, as St Paul 
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puts it, not to make the Holy Spirit sad. In our Gospel passage today 
we have a stark contrast: those who fell away from faith in Jesus on 
hearing his teaching, and those who remained firm. 

Christ abides with us still and he is to be found in his body the 
Church. From his Church he continues to utter his word, and the 
great question will be, is he being successful with me and with those 
who hear him? It is a matter of life and death, salvation and 
damnation. Let us resolve to hear his word, to receive it with 
firmness and joy, to put it into practice and to bring it to others. 

-- 


-668 - 





Fourth Sunday in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32):5-6 The merciful love of the Lord 
fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of 
heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where the brave 
Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:8-12; Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29; 

1 John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18 

/ am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. / am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me—just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and / lay 
down my life for the sheep. / have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my 
Father loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. 
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No-one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father. (John 10:11-18) 

Christ’s Church There have been various times in Christian 
history when the fact and idea of the Church has been subject to 
theological controversy, leading the Catholic Church to declare her 
formal doctrine on one or other aspect of the Church. The dogma of 
Papal infallibility, finally declared at the end of the first Vatican 
Council in 1870, was a case in point. The Oxford Movement within 
the Anglican Church, beginning in the 1830s in England, was very 
much a defence of the place of the Church in Christian life and 
doctrine. It was reacting to the notion that the Church was just a 
practical instrument for the organization of Christian life rather than 
a divine institution with its divinely intended structures bearing the 
grace of Christ to men. In classic Protestantism, reflected in the 
great Evangelical revival as led by, say, Whitefield in the eighteenth 
century, the important thing was Christ and not the Church. The 
classic Catholic position is always, Christ yes, but also the Church. 
The Church is the body and the bearer of Christ and so entry into the 
Church which Christ founded, and participation in her sacramental 
and spiritual life, is the divinely intended means to live fully in 
Christ. And so in our Gospel passage today, our Lord refers to his 
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fold. The Church is that fold. The question facing the observer is, 
Where is the fold of Christ? There are many distinct and separated 
bodies which claim to be that fold, or at least part of it. The Catholic 
Church, led by the successor of St Peter, the Pope, and by the 
successors of the Apostles, the bishops who are united with the Pope, 
claims to be the one and true fold of Christ. It does not allow the 
notion that a body or a communion which accepts Jesus Christ as 
Lord is by that mere fact thereby the fold or Church he himself 
founded, even though such a body may have at some point issued 
from that fold. In our Gospel passage today our Lord refers to the 
sheep he must draw to himself, so that there will be one fold and one 
shepherd. That fold is the one which he built on Peter and the 
Apostles, and he himself is its great Shepherd. 

In the Nicene Creed we profess our faith in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church. The one fold founded and structured by Christ 
is apostolic. That is to say, in origin it was built by Christ on the 
foundation of the Apostles, with Simon Peter as the visible Rock and 
foundation. The Church’s teaching is that of the Apostles, although 
the Church’s understanding and application of this doctrine develops 
in time with the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Thus the doctrine of 
the Apostles develops, but under the Church’s teaching authority, 
guided as it is by the Holy Spirit. The Church is also apostolic in 
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that the Church, founded on the Apostles, is taught, sanctified and 
guided by the ministry of the successors of the Apostles who are the 
bishops in communion with the successor of Peter. The mission and 
power of the Apostles is transmitted to their successors above all by 
means of the sacrament of Holy Orders. Thanks to this apostolic 
succession the Church remains in communion with her apostolic 
origin, and through the centuries she carries on the work of the 
Apostles. The great unseen Protagonist who sustains this divinely 
established fold is the Good Shepherd himself, present in the Church 
as its Head and Spouse. He does so by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is he, Christ, from whom all the Church’s members draw life as 
branches from the Vine (John 10:11-18). That life is the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. The Father is the Vinedresser, acting by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. The Christian faithful by their baptism are 
incorporated into Christ as members of his body the Church. They 
share in his life and in his apostolic and redemptive mission. They 
are Christ’s sheep and are gathered in his one fold. They are 
sustained in their union with Christ and in their share in his mission 
by the ministry of Christ’s pastors, the ordained bishops and priests. 
All members of Christ’s fold, the Church he founded, structured and 
sustained as it is by his presence and grace, share in the life and 
mission of Christ — each in a different way. Thanks to the 
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Sacrament of Holy Orders, the bishops and priests, under the 
authority of the successor of St Peter, act in the name and person of 
Christ the Head of the flock. The lay faithful for their part live their 
calling to holiness in Christ and bring Christ and his teaching to the 
secular world. 

Let us ponder on the magnificent and yet simple text of today’s 
Gospel. In it our Lord proclaims that he is the good shepherd who 
seeks out and sustains his sheep. He wishes all to come to him and 
to be part of his one fold. That fold is the Church which is his 
mystical body and spouse, in which and through which Christ from 
generation to generation continues to live and act in the world 
through his members. It is the Church he founded on the Apostles. 
It is not “Christ yes, the Church no.” We cannot accept Christ’s plan 
of salvation and deny the authority of his Church. Rather, by God’s 
plan it is always “Christ yes, but also the Church,” which is to say, 
we must always accept Christ and also his Church. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church no.857-896 
(The Church is apostolic) 
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Monday of the fourth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the dead, dies 

now no more; death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect O God, perfect light of the blessed, by whose gift we 
celebrate the paschal mysteries on earth, bring us, we pray, to rejoice 
in the full measure of your grace for ages unending. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; John 10: 1-10 

/ tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen 
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 
The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The 
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 
recognise a stranger’s voice. Jesus used this figure of speech, but 
they did not understand what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus 
said again, I tell you the truth, / am the gate for the sheep. All who 
ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
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listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 
saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full. (John 10: 1-10) 

The only gate The context of our Gospel passage today may 
be said to be the chapter that immediately precedes it, and perhaps 
too the chapter before that. Our Gospel passage today is the 
beginning of chapter 10, and chapter 9 gives us one instance of the 
ongoing conflict between the leaders of the Jews and our Lord. Our 
Lord cured the blind man on the Sabbath. The man not only regained 
his physical sight, but gained insight into our Lord himself, which is 
to say he gained the gift of faith (9:38). By contrast, the leaders of 
the Jews remained in their sinful blindness. They were insisting on 
their authority over the people of God in opposition to Christ, and 
they were rejecting his authority. That is the context. What was 
Christ’s response to this? He said that he is the only gate of entry into 
the sheepfold of God. If anyone wishes to go to God’s people and 
lead them to pasture, they must pass through the door that is himself. 
This is exactly what the scribes and Pharisees were not doing. So, 
they are not the true pastors of the flock of God. They are like 
thieves and robbers, climbing in by some other way. Our Lord sets 
himself against all who oppose him: he is the gate to pasture. 
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Whoever enters through him will be saved. He is the way to life, life 
to the full. Here we have the grand principle enabling us to interpret 
the value of the entire sweep of religions and philosophies that have 
come in the course of human history. Their value as answers to 
human need is in proportion to their harmony and coincidence with 
the person and teaching of Jesus Christ. He is the gate to true 
pasture, salvation and fullness of life. Socrates, Plato and Aristotle 
present their body of teaching and it has great influence. They did 
not know Christ. What, then, is to be thought of it? A great deal is 
excellent, and an indicator of this is that much of it proved to be in 
considerable harmony with the teaching of Christ. St Augustine 
made great use of Plato, St Thomas Aquinas used Aristotle. Karl 
Marx stepped forth in the 1840s in England with his landmark work, 
Das Kapital, offering the key to abundant life for the masses. What 
was to be thought of it? It should have been rejected, because it 
sharply and formally denied the teaching of Jesus Christ. 

Christ is the gate of the sheepfold, and if we wish to know the value 
of this or that answer to the problems of man, we have a test: how 
does this answer tally with the revelation of Jesus Christ? To what 
extent will it be approved by his word? As the Father Almighty said 
from the cloud to the three Apostles witnessing Christ transfigured in 
glory, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.’’'’ For example, Pope 
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Benedict embarks (March 2009) on a six day visit to Africa, and is 
asked by a journalist how the AIDS epidemic in Africa is to be 
addressed. The Pope gives the reply of the Catholic Church, and it 
causes an outcry among some Western countries who insist on the 
massive use of condoms. Christ and his revelation is the only gate to 
true pasture, the only gate to salvation and to abundant life. The 
Pope points to that gate and shows what passing through that gate 
means in its application to life. There is a further detail in our Lord’s 
words that merits attention. He says, “The man who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know 
his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run 
away from him because they do not recognise a stranger’s voice'’’’ 
(John 10: 1-10). That is to say, the voice and revelation of Christ 
answers to man’s deepest longings, and if he will but clear away the 
voice and obstacle of sin, his truest happiness is to be found in 
following Jesus. The sheep know his voice. The heart of man in its 
truest longings knows, when it is brought to him, that the word of 
Christ is life and salvation. Natural man, though fallen, has that 
spark within him that tends to God and to Christ. The grace of God 
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will help him. In Christ God has come to fallen man and he 
addresses him by name personally. We are all known by God 
personally. He loves us individually, and is calling us to him. He 
wishes to lead us on to pasture if we would but let him. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of Christ our Good Shepherd 
who is also the Gate of the Sheepfold. He is the one we must pass 
through to safety and shelter, and through whom we must pass to 
reach, the pasture of abundant life in God. Let us never stray from 
him. Let us never accept a path that cannot pass through Christ. He 
is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Let us take our stand with him, 
then. 
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Tuesday of the fourth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 

glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, celebrating the 
mysteries of the Lord’s Resurrection, we may merit to receive the joy 
of our redemption. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87:lb-7; John 10:22-30 

Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s 
Colonnade. The Jews gathered round him, saying, How long will 
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus 
answered, I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in 
my Father’s name speak for me, but you do not believe because you 
are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
no-one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all; no-one can snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand. I and the Father are one. (John 10:22-30) 
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Jesus and the Father St John gives us precise details about 
the time and location of our Gospel scene today. It occurred during 
the Feast of Dedication, at Jerusalem. This feast was a festival of 
lights held over several days to celebrate the victory of the 
Maccabees. It was winter, and our Lord was pacing along the 
Temple Colonnade, which was located on the east side of the outer 
court, and rested on a spectacular retaining wall of great height 
dropping to the valley below. Perhaps there was a lull in our Lord’s 
teaching sessions, and he may have been briskly walking up and 
down the long Colonnade getting a break, some exercise, and 
keeping warm. He may have had a few disciples walking with him 
in train, and talking to them as he went. There was this lull, and the 
Jewish leaders who themselves frequented these parts of the Temple 
approached our Lord and interrupted his walk. He was the talk of the 
city, the people and the land, and yet he had refused to refer to 
himself in a public way as the Messiah. In this same Gospel of John 
our Lord is certainly reported claiming the title, but in private — 
such as during his conversation with the Samaritan woman. I am he, 
he told her when she referred to the coming Messiah. But in a public 
sense he avoided it because it carried immediate political 
connotations. So there was a certain mystery about him. He 
constantly referred to himself as the Son of Man, and to God as his 
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own Father: My Father works, he said on one occasion, so I work 
too. I always do the will of my Father, he said. There was a great 
wonderment surrounding him, but there was great difficulty in 
categorizing his person and mission. So there was this general 
suspense especially among the leaders. How long was this to keep 
up? It was in the air that he was the Messiah, and perhaps especially 
during these days of the Feast when people remembered the 
Maccabees. But Jesus was wary of the title of Messiah because the 
popular image of the Messiah completely misconceived his true 
mission. So the question they posed to him was, “If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly .” 

So it came to this that the leaders asked our Lord to declare 
himself. We remember that during John the Baptist’s ministry, the 
leaders had sent representatives from Jerusalem to ask him who he 
was to be taken for. Was he the Prophet? Was he Elijah? Was he the 
Messiah? John had said no to each of these. Instead he was a voice 
pointing to the one to come, and he did declare before he finished his 
course who that was. It was Jesus of Nazareth. This declaration 
must have been public in some sense because our Lord appeals to it 
in one of his confrontations with the leaders. So here they ask him 
the same question they had asked of John: Are you the Christ? Our 
Lord does not formally deny it, as did John. He refused to answer 
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that question explicitly and in the terms in which it was put, 
preferring rather to point to his earlier declarations, to his miracles, 
and to their own record of lack of faith. Then he proceeded, calmly 
and without the slightest hesitation, to make claims that were much 
more breathtaking. He is the Good Shepherd and his sheep listen to 
him and know his voice — which the leaders before him are unable 
to do. He knows his sheep and he will give them eternal life (John 
10:22-30). Perhaps he glanced at his disciples while saying this as if 
to representatives of the numerous sheep he was referring to, and by 
way of contrast with those who were questioning him with such 
hostility. His sheep were absolutely safe with him and nothing could 
take them from his almighty care. No one can snatch them from him 
— and we must remember that the leaders before him were 
consumed with jealousy at his sovereign hold over many people. 
They wanted this hold destroyed. But no, his care for his sheep was 
almighty and they had been given to him by his Father in heaven. 
No one could take them from the Father — it was as if the Father 
was entrusting his sheep to One who was of equal power. Indeed. 
For, he continued, the Father and I are one. Christ was claiming to 
be God, but not the Father who is also the one God. Here was a man 
standing before them who stated with the utmost clarity that he and 
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the Father, each of whom were obviously separate persons, were the 
one divine being. 

The leaders of the Jews had got far more than they bargained 
for. Christ’s answer was absolutely unprecedented in the entire 
history of the chosen people. Before long, he would deliver himself 
into their hands in order to bear witness to the truth of his person, and 
his witness unto death would redeem the world. This truth would be 
a fundamental point of conflict between the Christian religion and 
the Roman Empire too, for many of the Caesars claimed to be divine. 
Sacrifice to the Caesar was impossible for the Christian, for Jesus 
was the one and only God, as was his Father and as was the Holy 
Spirit. So then, let us take our stand with Jesus as he makes his 
declaration before the leaders, during this Feast, at winter, and in the 
Temple Colonnade. 
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Wednesday of the fourth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will praise you, 

LORD, among the nations; I will tell of your name to my kin, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, life of the faithful, glory of the humble, blessedness 
of the just, listen kindly to the prayers of those who call on you, that 
they who thirst for what you generously promise may always have 
their fill of your plenty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:24-13:5a; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8; 

John 12:44-50 

Then Jesus cried out, When a man believes in me, he does not 
believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he beholds me, 
he sees the one who sent me. I have come into the world as a light, 
so that no-one who believes in me should stay in darkness. As for the 
person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge 
him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a 
judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that 
very word which / spoke will condemn him at the last day. For I did 
not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded 
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me what to say and how to say it. I know that his command leads to 
eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to 
say. (John 12:44-50) 

Christ’s claims An especially notable feature of Christ as a 
figure of history is his claims about himself. No one of any 
consequence would accuse Christ of sin. But in view of his exalted 
claims about himself there would seem to be only two alternatives if 
one denies the truth of those claims. He was either deluded or 
morally at fault. He was personally mad or morally false. The world 
is reluctant to consider him personally and morally false. He was not 
a sinner: this would seem to be the consensus of history and even of 
non-believers. He was not a rogue. But who would say he was mad? 
So there is this conundrum: What are we to make of his claims? 
There are those who deny that he made them. Islam, who counts him 
as a prophet (though not of the greatness of Mahomet) denies that he 
claimed divinity. Such a claim, Islam asserts, is the creation of the 
Christians. There are others who do not propose to resolve the 
conundrum. In his great book, Jesus of Nazareth (p.105), Pope 
Benedict XVI considers the observations of the Jewish scholar Jacob 
Neusner in his book, A Rabbi talks with Jesus. Neusner highlights 
the central reason why he does not wish to follow Jesus. It is 
because Jesus himself is at the centre of his message. Perfection, the 
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state of being holy as God is holy, as demanded by the Torah, now 
consists in following Jesus. It is at this point that the message of 
Christ diverges fundamentally from the faith of Israel. Neusner, a 
highly respected Jewish scholar who taught in a Catholic tertiary 
institution, does not accept the exalted and unique claims of Jesus, 
but he does speak very respectfully of Jesus of Nazareth. That 
having been said, I do not see a discussion by Neusner of what then 
is ultimately to be made of Jesus. Is he a rogue or is he a mental 
case? If either of these alternatives could be demonstrated, it would, 
of course, blow all Christian dogma right out of the water, as we 
might say. In fact, the Christian has not the slightest doubt, from the 
witness of Christian tradition and the testimony of the New 
Testament, that Christ was a man of incomparable holiness, 
discretion, wisdom and power. 

I make these remarks by way of introduction to the claims of 
our Lord in our Gospel passage today (John 12:44-50). Christ 
calmly and firmly states that if a person believes in him and in his 
message, he is believing in God who sent him. Now, who would 
claim that? He goes on to an even greater assertion, made in the full 
glare of publicity: “ When a person beholds me, he sees the one who 
sent me." He had told the leaders of the Jews in the Temple 
Colonnade that he and the Father are one. Here he tells all that when 
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a person sees him he is seeing the Father. He repeated this to his 
disciples in private. As his final confrontation with the leaders of the 
Jews draws near, he is bearing clearer and clearer testimony to the 
truth of his own person. He speaks of himself as having come into 
the world, as if he had come from somewhere else. He implies his 
pre-existence. He had come from the Father who sent him, and he 
had come as a light for the world. He is not merely a light for his 
contemporaries, but a light for the world. Indeed, he is the Light of 
the world. No prophet before him had such pretensions. John the 
Baptist certainly did not — he, rather, pointed to Jesus. The person 
who believes in him, Jesus, who is the light of the world, will not 
remain in the darkness. This statement implies that whoever refuses 
to come to Jesus as the light will remain in darkness. So the 
characteristic situation of the world because of sin is one of darkness. 
But there is a light in the world, and that light is Jesus Christ. These 
are breathtaking claims and a person who is indifferent to Jesus 
ought to reflect on his situation. He is either in the light or in the 
darkness, and the teaching of Jesus is that, to the extent that he is 
separated from him, he is in the darkness. So the person of Jesus 
must be taken seriously, one way or the other. Rabbi Neusner, to 
whom I have referred, took Jesus seriously. But there is more. 
Christ says that his word will be our judge on the last day. His 
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teaching has cosmic implications reaching to the end of human 
history. At the end of mankind’s course, each of us will be judged 
by the word of Christ. That will be the criterion according to which 
our prospects in eternity will be measured. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of Jesus Christ as he 
utters his testimony as reported in today’s Gospel passage. Let us 
gaze on his person, so full of wisdom, grace and holiness. There is, 
has been, and ever will be no one to be compared with him. He is 
the incomparable man, and he tells us that he is God, God the divine 
son of the eternal Father. He assures us that if we believe in him we 
are believing in God. He is the light, and if we follow his word our 
eternity is assured. Let us take our stand with him then, and come 
what may, let us walk with him to the end. 

-- 
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Thursday of the fourth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when you went 

forth before your people, marching with them and living among 
them, the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore human nature to yet greater dignity than 
at its beginnings, look upon the amazing mystery of your loving 
kindness, and in those you have chosen to make new through the 
wonder of rebirth may you preserve the gifts of your enduring grace 
and blessing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:13-25; Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27; 

John 13:16-20 

Jesus said, I tell you the truth, no serx’ant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. I am 
not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to 
fulfil the scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel 
against me. ’ I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it 
does happen you will believe that I am He. I tell you the truth, 


-689 - 



whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me 
accepts the one who sent me. (John 13:16-20) 

Like the Master The context of our passage today is the 
Last Supper and Christ has just washed the feet of the Twelve, 
directing them to do likewise. He who is their Master and their Lord 
has washed their feet as if he were their servant. So they in turn 
ought to wash each other’s feet. He has set them an example which 
will teach them to do what he has done for them. Let us go back for 
a moment to the scene of Christ washing the feet of his disciples, 
before we consider our passage today. I recently saw a painting of 
Nicodemus seated at table with Christ instructing him. It was a 
portrayal of John’s account of the meeting in chapter 3 of his Gospel. 
I never cease to be struck by the very fact of the Incarnation. There 
in the picture was Nicodemus directly talking to and listening to God 
himself. God the Son had become man, and was seated with one of 
his creatures who talked to him respectfully but as a fellow man. 
God deigned to be a companion to man, perfectly accessible. He had 
put aside the glory that was his and humbly assumed our human 
condition except for sin. But he was humbler still. In the chapter 
from which our Gospel today is drawn God, having become man, 
bends down and goes from one disciple to the other, humbly washing 
their feet. Simon Peter could hardly bring himself to permit it, so 
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filled was he with the thought of the grandeur of Jesus his Master. 
Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the living God and here he was 
acting as if he were Simon Peter’s own servant. But Christ insisted. 
And this was characteristic of the life and ministry of Christ who had 
said that he had not come to be served but to serve. This, then, is 
what God is like. Jesus Christ, St Paul writes, is the image of the 
unseen God. As he is, so God is. God, then, is profoundly humble. 
God is servant-like in his dealings with his creatures, in the sense that 
his entire drive is to love and serve them in the truest sense of the 
word. This, then, is the context of our Gospel passage today. 

Our Lord tells the Twelve that they must not be above doing to 
others what he has done for them. “7 tell you the truth, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 
do them.” The way of man and the world is largely the way of 
personal domination. Blessings are seen to come from “being on 
top.” One will succeed if one gets one’s own way and has one’s 
personal plans fulfilled, and certainly not if one is subjected to a path 
of humble and obscure service of others that brings little apparent 
gain. What is to be said of, say, the promising young girl who 
marries and whose husband turns out to be the most difficult person 
of all? I have known many such situations. I can think of one girl 
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who married at about the age of 21, full of fun and religious faith, 
having been raised in a happy and good family. Her husband went 
off to the War and came back a most difficult man. Her marriage 
thenceforth became a tremendous source of difficulty for her. But 
she raised her several children, was faithful to the practice of her 
Catholic Faith, and patiently served her husband. She was faithful to 
him and gradually won him back to both the practice of his Faith and 
to living a normal life in his family. She lived a life of humble 
service and retained her cheerful religious spirit to the end. She died 
in her eighties and passed on into the complete obscurity of history, 
as had her husband before her. She had embodied the spirit of Christ 
washing the feet of his disciples. She had done what he had done, 
and in this sense her life had been blessed. Christ says in our passage 
today that “/ tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send 
accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me ,, 
(John 13:16-20). Of course, we may take it that Christ was 
especially referring to those he sends with his formal authority to 
preach and instruct in his name, such as the pastors of the Church, 
the successors of the Twelve. But it has an application to every 
Christian. In the case of the lady I mentioned, Christ had sent her 
husband to her, and she accepted him till death. Thus she accepted 
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the will of Christ, and in accepting Christ she accepted the Father 
who sent him. 

Let us do unto others — with our emphasis not merely on the 
thinking but on the doing — as Christ has done for us. As our Lord 
says elsewhere, according to the measure of our actions shall it be 
measured out to us. I cannot help but think that the lady I mentioned, 
so ordinary and so much part of the stream of common man, would 
have been greatly rewarded by God for what she had measured out to 
her husband despite what he had measured out to her. Blessed shall 
we be if we do as our Master and Lord has done for us. He laid 
down his life for us and asked that we do likewise. Let us pray for 
the grace to do this, starting now. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Friday of the fourth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, Lord, by 

your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and 
have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, author of our freedom and of our salvation, listen to 
the voice of our pleading and grant that those you have redeemed by 
the shedding of your Son’s Blood may have life through you and, 
under your protection, rejoice for ever unharmed. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:26-33; Psalm 2:6-1 lab; John 14:1-6 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in 
me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 1 would 
have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going. Thomas said to him, Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going, so how can we know the way? Jesus answered, 
I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father 
except through me. (John 14:1-6) 
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Christ the Way On one occasion I heard the Dalai Lama 
say (it was during a kind of television interview) that Christ was an 
incarnation or particular presence in history of the Buddha. With due 
respect for the Dalai Lama — a very good man and a true force for 
good in the world — the Christian would not give such a statement a 
moment’s thought. But I suppose we could look at that statement in 
a different way. Ultimately it presents the view that there are various 
routes to the Ultimate, to the Absolute. That is, Buddha found his 
way of attaining enlightenment and so to happiness. Christ offered 
his way of reaching heaven. Confucius another, and so on. It is said 
that Buddhism is particularly accommodating in respect to various 
creeds, though on the other hand I know one well-published scholar 
of Buddhism who at one point was himself a Buddhist and who 
claims that Buddhism rejects the doctrine of a loving Creator. Be all 
this as it may, the Dalai Lama’s remark is illustrative of the general 
notion so prevalent in our age that one way to God (however he 
might be conceived or imagined) is as good as another. It is 
unreasonable and intolerant to claim for oneself the objective Truth 
and to assert that others are true to the extent that their position 
approximates or shares in one’s own. Of course, even the one who 
claims to possess the Truth (through no merit of his own) ought 
surely to allow that he can learn from others who may possess many 
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elements of the truth. The point here, though, is that the Christian 
bears witness to what might be an unpalatable position, that Christ is 
the only way to the Father. That was his claim. What this means 
when spelt out in detail can require a lot of sophisticated thought, but 
that is indeed the Christian position and it comes directly from the 
lips of Christ himself. He presented himself to the chosen people of 
God, not just as one among a long line of prophets but as 
transcending them all and as giving the one and only true 
interpretation of the entire Old Testament religion. All of revealed 
religion is to be found in the person of Jesus. In this sense he and he 
alone is the way to the Father. 

Let us consider the context of Lord’s words. It is the Last 
Supper and our Lord is bidding farewell to his disciples, telling them 
that he is going to the Father to prepare a place for them. He will be 
back and will take them to be with him that they also may be where 
he is. Where he is going, they are called to follow. Then Thomas 
spoke up. Where exactly are you going, Lord? How can we know 
the way there if we do not know where you are going? It was a good 
question, I suppose, if they could not divine where our Lord was 
going. Our Lord’s response was complete and pithy, and it gave 
mankind the answer to all his ultimate questions. “Jesus answered, I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father 
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except through me ” (John 14:1-6). Christ is the way to God, he is the 
truth of God and he is the life of God. He is everything that God is, 
and in the One who was speaking to them they had the object and 
purpose of all of life and religion. Were Christ to be speaking to 
Buddha, or to Confucius, or to Mahomet, would he say to them that 
your way is as good as mine, that we are all trying, in one way or 
another, to get to God and to bring as many to God as possible — so 
let each go happily along his respective route? No. Were Christ to be 
speaking to Buddha, he would have endeavoured to prepare Buddha 
for his message, which is that he and he alone is the way to the 
Father. He would have told Buddha, as he would have told 
Mahomet, that no one comes to the Father but by him. It is Jesus 
Christ alone who has opened the gates of heaven to sinful man. The 
way to heaven is by being a true disciple of his and by being in union 
with him, accepting his revelation which he entrusted his Church. So 
then, if indeed Buddha reached heaven as we sincerely hope and 
expect he did, it was, in ways we do not know, through the 
redemptive work of Christ. So too Mahomet and every other person 
is saved by Christ. Jesus Christ is the only way to the Father. This 
may seem unpalatable and biased, but such is the teaching of Jesus 
Christ. The one who believes and strives to live according to this 
belief will be saved. The one who wilfully refuses will be lost. 
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There is a story of people in a crowded bus who were on a long 
trip. An announcement was made giving a kind of brief progress 
report. The announcer said to everyone that the bus was making 
extremely good time, but that the driver was not sure where he was 
heading. That would hardly have been reassuring. Christ has 
revealed the destination. He is the destination - union with him, for 
he is God. He is the Life and the Truth. He has also revealed the 
way. He is the Way. That is to say, Christ is God and is therefore 
the way to God and the term of our journey. In him there is to be 
found every heavenly blessing, as St Paul writes. Let us then live 
this great and precious message, and bring it to those around us. 

-- 
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Saturday of the fourth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, proclaim the 

mighty works of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the celebration of Easter graciously give to 
the world the healing of heavenly remedies, show benevolence to 
your Church, that our present observance may benefit us for eternal 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:44-52; Psalm98:l-4; John 14:7-14 

Jesus said to his disciples, If you really knew me, you would 
know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him. Philip said, Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us. Jesus answered: Don’t you know me, Philip, even 
after 1 have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father ’? 
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in 
me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say 
that 1 am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on 
the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone 
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who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And 1 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 
glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and 1 
will do it. (John 14: 7-14) 

God and Man One of the very influential works of religious 
apologetics in England during the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries was William Paley’s Natural Theology. 
William Paley was an Anglican clergyman who wrote a few works, 
famous at the time, demonstrating the existence and attributes of 
God, the evidences for a divine revelation in the person of Jesus 
Christ, and a well-known utilitarian work on moral philosophy. 
During the years of Paley’s influence, John Henry Newman 
remained sceptical of the power of mere intellectual demonstration to 
bring a person to the knowledge of God unless underpinned by 
revelation. He pointed to the ancient philosophers and how few of 
them attained true religious knowledge, certainly nothing like that 
possessed by a poor but catechized Christian child. Be that theory as 
it may, it raises the question of the extent to which we can know 
God. Look at the world around us and ask, Why isn’t there nothing 
at all? Granted there is the world and ourselves as part of it, what is 
its Source and Origin? These are immense questions, and it does 
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seem to me that while the conclusions of philosophical thought 
within the Christian tradition are of great value, without the guiding 
light of revelation the poor mind of man would probably make little 
sure progress. But within the stream of history and thought there has 
suddenly appeared a great claim. The claim concerns not mere 
conclusions but facts. The great God has spoken to man and told 
him many things about himself and his plans for mankind. He did 
this repeatedly and those with whom he spoke were the patriarchs 
and prophets of his chosen people. But most astounding of all, at a 
certain point one of this chosen people stepped forward, revealing 
himself to be the Son of God himself. God had become man and 
dwelt among men as one of them. Because of this, despite the 
obscurity of his natural knowledge of God, man had been granted an 
unimagined revelation. It was granted to him to meet, speak with, 
associate with, become an acquaintance — nay, a personal friend — 
of God. What phenomenon in all of human history could possibly 
compare with this, the phenomenon of an historical man who was the 
living God? 

In our Gospel passage today (John 14: 7-14) our Lord says 
quite simply to his disciples, “If you really knew me, you would know 
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen 
him.” Christ is saying to them that in looking on him they are looking 
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on the Father. Yet, of course, the Father is obviously quite distinct 
from him as a Person, for Christ himself continually prayed to the 
Father and interacted with him in a variety of ways, with the Father 
himself at times taking the initiative publicly in this interaction. Yet 
he who sees Jesus sees the Father. Philip could not follow this, so he 
asked our Lord to show them the Father. Reveal him to us, he 
requested. Christ’s answer? Look at me and you will see him. 
“Don 7 you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such 
a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. Flow can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father 1” No prophet had ever had the 
temerity to speak like this. I doubt that any of the great leaders of 
religions and thought in the history of mankind has every spoken like 
this either. But this was not a new thing our Lord was saying — he 
had said it to the leaders of the Jews, that he and the Father were one. 
They took steps at the time to stone him, for they could see that he 
was making himself equal to God. But then our Lord explains 
further to his disciples. “ Don 7 you believe that I am in the Father, 
and that the Father is in me ? The words 1 say to you are not just my 
own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
Believe me when I say that 1 am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves .” 
So there is an intimate union between the Father and the Son such 
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that the one is “in” the other. What a wonderfully simple way of 
putting an immense mystery! The Father is in the Son and the Son is 
in the Father. The one eternal God is the Father, and he is equally 
the Son, and they are united in the Holy Spirit, by means of whom 
the one is in the other. The Father sent the Son as Saviour of the 
world, and the Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit, took to himself a 
human nature enabling us to know God directly. Jesus is the face of 
the living God. 

Jesus Christ is true God and true man, a divine Person with a 
divine nature and a human nature. Each nature is distinct from the 
other and each is united in his own divine Person. In assuming a 
human nature unto himself, the Son of God took to himself a human 
body animated by a rational human soul with its human intellect and 
human will. Thus he was truly man, one of us in all things but sin. 
By his Incarnation and atoning sacrifice he enabled man to share in 
his divine life. This is effected by the gift to man of the Holy Spirit, 
who is the eternal Spirit of the Father and the Son. Let us be 
profoundly appreciative of these astounding privileges that are ours 
by our baptism. 
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Fifth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 98 (97): 1-2 O sing a new song to the 
Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he has 
shown his deliverance, alleluia.. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the 
Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased to make new 
in Holy Baptism may, under your protective care, bear much fruit 
and come to the joys of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22:26-28, 30-32; 

1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. Fie cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are 
cdready clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. 1 am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 
in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that 
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is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples. (John 15:1-8) 

The Church In our Lord’s time, he himself — his person 
— was the object of controversy and dispute. Who do people say the 
Son of Man is? — our Lord asked his disciples — and he was given 
various answers. The true answer came from Simon Peter, speaking 
at the head of the Twelve. So it has been ever since: the person of 
Jesus Christ has been constantly contested. But there has also been 
contested something intimately connected with his person and work, 
and that has been the Church. Christ spoke directly of his building 
the Church. He formed the Twelve, and on one occasion he said to 
them that he who hears you hears me. On the occasion when Simon 
Peter gave to Christ the answer he was looking for — that he was the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God — Christ announced his intention 
to build his Church. You are Peter , the Rock, he said to Simon, and 
on this Rock I will build my Church. Just before he ascended into 
heaven he gave to his disciples a great charge. They were to go to 
the whole world and make disciples of all the nations, and, our Lord 
promised, I will be with you till the end of the age , meaning till the 
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end of human history when he comes again. So Christ is with his 
Church till the end. But from the earliest centuries there have been 
departures from and divisions within his Church. As a result of this, 
not only has the person of Christ been the object of controversy and 
dispute, but so has the nature of the Church. In the time of 
Augustine, there were the Donatists who had separated from the 
Church. At the end of the first millennium the Orthodox separated 
from the See of Rome. At the time of the Reformation, various 
Christian bodies also separated from the See of Rome. While the 
basic issue was Christ, there was also the issue of the Church. 
Different understandings of the Church have proliferated ever since, 
and many have come to think that the Church is ephemeral to the 
Christian message. Many think that all that is important is the person 
of Jesus and that the Church is a purely practical device which can be 
rejected, restructured or replaced according to its perceived 
effectiveness in facilitating union with Christ and in proclaiming his 
message. It is commonly thought among Christians that if you 
dislike one Church, you can go ahead and join another. 

But no. The Church which Christ founded is his body and he is 
its Head. In the plan of God, the Church is essential for our life in 
Christ. In our Gospel today (John 15:1-8) our Lord explains to his 
disciples his relationship with them in terms of a parable. He is the 
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vine and his disciples are the branches. The vineyard of the Lord in 
the Old Testament was the people of God. Here our Lord expresses 
it in terms of a vine. We are all members of him as branches are 
members of a vine. So we are united to one another as the branches 
of a vine are united one to the other, the source of their unity being 
the single vine of which they are part. Nor are there many different 
vines but one only. In God’s plan there are not many Churches but 
one only. Because of the vine the branches are united to one another 
and part of a single and identifiable entity. The vine is Christ, and as 
the vine Christ is the foremost reality in the Church and we are all 
members of him. The communion which this constitutes is the 
Church. As already mentioned, Christ deliberately founded this 
Church. You are Peter the Rock, he said to Simon, and on this Rock 
I will build my Church. The gates of Hell will not prevail against it. 
In the visible reality of the Church there is present and active the 
invisible divine reality of the person of Jesus, and because of this the 
Church is said to be a mystery. Because of this presence of Christ 
within her, the Church is the sign and instrument of the communion 
of all humanity with God. God’s plan is to sanctify and save men, 
not in isolation but by making them into one people gathered 
together in the unity of the Holy Trinity. One becomes a member of 
this people by faith in Christ and Baptism, and by this means one has 
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access to the grace of Christ, which is like the life of the vine flowing 
to each of its branches. The Church’s members in this way are 
enabled to live in Christ and share in his messianic mission as priest, 
prophet and king. In this way Christ lives in each of the Church’s 
members and acts through them in bringing salvation to the world. 
As St Paul wrote, Now not I but Christ lives in me. This we do, not 
separately one from another, but as members of a body which is the 
body of Christ, the Church. 

We must not endeavour to live in Christ while disregarding the 
Church. The Church is his mystical body here on earth and he is her 
Head. The Church is the Spouse of Christ the Bridegroom, and he 
unites us to himself in an intimate way through the action of the Holy 
Spirit. Because of this action of the Holy Spirit, the Church is the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit. In all these ways we are branches of the 
Vine and that Vine is Christ. The Father is the vinedresser and his 
purpose is to produce fruit that will last. That fruit is holiness, a fruit 
which is to be brought to others. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.771-801 
(The church as visible and spiritual; the universal sacrament of salvation; 
charisms) 
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Monday of the fifth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his 

life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

Collect May your right hand, O Lord, we pray, encompass your 
family with perpetual help, so that, defended from all wickedness by 
the Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son, we may make our way 
by means of your heavenly gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:5-18; Psalm 115:1-4, 15-16; John 14:21-26 

Jesus said to his disciples, Whoever has my commands and 
obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. 
Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, But, Lord, why do you intend to 
show yourself to us and not to the world? Jesus replied, If anyone 
loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not 
love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my 
own; they belong to the Father who sent me. All this I have spoken 
while still with you. But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
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Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:21-26) 

Love and obedience The first notable thing in our Gospel 
passage today is our Lord’s emphasis on our personal love for him. 
Take any of the prophets from Abraham to John the Baptist and ask 
this question: Did any of them place any stress on or have a formal 
expectation of a personal love for him? Did Moses ask of his people 
that they love him in an especially distinctive sense? Was this seen 
by any of them as an essential part of religion? Obviously not. I am 
not sure it can be said of any of the founders of the religions of man. 
They preached and taught a doctrine, but did not make the focus of 
the religion they instituted a love for them. Being their disciple 
meant accepting their doctrine, a doctrine not about themselves, but 
about God or the Ultimate. God or the Absolute (however imagined 
or conceived) was seen to be the object of the devotee’s love. But 
the case is different with Jesus Christ. He expected that his disciples 
love him and he taught this as being at the heart of the religion he 
revealed. The heart and soul of the Christian religion is the love and 
following of the person of Jesus. We see this as very evident in our 
Gospel passage today. Our Lord takes love for him as the foundation 
and he goes on to explain what will flow from this personal love for 
him. He who loves me, he says to his disciples, will be loved by my 
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Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. Christ’s 
doctrine is about himself and being about himself it is 
simultaneously about the Father and the Holy Spirit. It is also about 
the divine plan for our salvation. Salvation consists in friendship for 
and obedience to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Christian 
religion is a religion of love and obedience. Our Lord said. If you 
love me you will keep my commands. Just before he ascended into 
Heaven, the risen Jesus commanded his disciples to go to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations, teaching them to observe 
all the commands he had given them. Being a disciple of Christ, one 
who loves the person of Jesus, means accepting and obeying his 
doctrine. 

What this means, therefore, is that the knowledge and 
observance of the commands of Christ is all-important in the 
Christian life. A person cannot be said to be living a Christian life if 
he flouts and disobeys the law of Christ. The first duty of the 
Christian is not simply to be pious as this is popularly understood. It 
is to be obedient to God’s law (John 14:21-26). For instance, there is 
the widespread situation now in which many present themselves as 
being Christian, even devoutly Christian, while openly promoting the 
most profoundly immoral practices. A case in point is abortion. One 
can even see the leader of a great Christian country decisively acting 
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to facilitate direct abortion not only in his own country but in the 
world at large by making funds readily available for it. Further, even 
while doing this he can be proclaiming himself to be acting in a 
religious and moral way. Yet what is a direct abortion? It is the 
direct killing of an unborn human being. This is particularly odious 
when a politician promoting or cooperating with legislation 
facilitating this is a Catholic Christian, whose Church formally and in 
the name of Christ teaches the absolute immorality of direct abortion. 
These are dramatic examples played out on the national and 
international stage, but the issue of obedience to God’s law being an 
essential element in the Christian life applies to the most obscure 
individual. The one who aspires to be a Christian in truth must 
aspire to obey the law of God in all its detail in ordinary everyday 
life. Religion is intimately connected with right morality, and right 
morality is known by faith and by reason. For this we have the 
assistance of the Church’s guidance and teaching, and the Church 
herself is guided by the Holy Spirit. Thus it is that certainty and 
clarity is possible in the great issues of morality, which is to say in 
what God in Christ has commanded. If we refuse to walk by the 
light of what he has commanded us to do, we have departed from the 
company of Christ. 
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Let us resolve to take to heart our Lord’s solemn warning that 
we are to keep his commands. On one occasion our Lord looked on 
those who were listening to him and said, Here are my mother and 
my sister and my brother. Any one who does the will of my father is 
my brother and my sister and my mother. In our Gospel today he 
says, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He 
who does not love me will not obey my teaching.’’'’ Let us then make 
the great aim of our life obedience to his commands. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the fifth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:5; 12:10 Sing praise to our God, all you 

who fear God, both small and great, for now salvation and strength 
have come, and the power of his Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of 
Christ, grant your people constancy in faith and hope, that we may 
never doubt the promises of which we have learned from you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; John 14:27-31a 

Jesus said to his disciples, Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. / do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. You heard me say, 7 am 
going away and I am coming back to you. ’ If you loved me, you 
would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater 
than I. I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe. I will not speak with you much longer, for 
the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, but the 
world must learn that / love the Father and that I do exactly what my 
Father has commanded me. (John 14: 27-3la) 
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The two Standards One of the intriguing phenomena of 
the modern age is its characteristic rejection of the supernatural. 
That is not to say, of course, that all who live in the modem age 
reject the supernatural, but it is to say that the tendency of our 
culture, our media, our literature is to think that this material world is 
all there is. The one and only great Fact is the material universe. 
Now, fundamentally this is an assumption. A term we could use to 
describe this assumption is Naturalism. What we commonly take to 
be nature, the nature of our direct experience, is assumed to 
encompass all of reality. I say it is intriguing because apart from our 
modern period — which embraces the past few centuries — man 
characteristically has accepted the supernatural and indeed has 
tended to regard it as more powerful and significant than the natural. 
Let us not linger to critique Naturalism here except to point out that 
this viewpoint can contribute towards a lack of readiness in the mind 
of modem man for the message of Christ. Modem man tends to find 
it difficult to accept as real any talk of what is not material and 
within the reach of the physical senses and physical examination. 
However, the teaching of Christ and the entire body of divine 
revelation which preceded him and prepared for his coming was 
about the supernatural, the realm beyond the material. The first great 
supernatural Fact is God. God who is beyond this world, is master of 
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the world. He made it. He sustains it in being. He is its Lord and 
Ruler and by means of his overmastering Providence he attains his 
ends. He is the first Fact of all and the origin of all other facts. The 
Fact of God is the first thing that Revelation bears witness to. It also 
bears witness to his Providence. Just think of the wonder of divine 
Providence in bringing about through and in the course of history the 
life of each human being. Each of us is known by God from all 
eternity. Somehow through the countless twists and turns of human 
history and the incalculable number of seeming coincidences which 
make up the story of the world, God brings it about that we, all of us 
who have been chosen from all eternity, receive life and being. Such 
is divine Providence. God is the Creator and Ruler of all. 

So the fact of God as the unseen Ruler of the world is the first 
shock to the mindset of modern man with all his naturalism. There is 
a second point and our Lord makes it in our Gospel reading today — 
and it is a startling consideration to the one who thinks that this 
world is all that there is. It is that this world has what our Lord calls 
a prince. The “prince” our Lord is referring to here is not God. He 
is referring to another spirit, the spirit of evil and he is a person. He 
is the angel of darkness and is the prince of this world. In speaking 
of the world in this sense our Lord is speaking of the world in its 
multi-layered and multi-faceted tendency to resist the being and the 
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authority of God. The world yearns for God and finds its happiness 
and fulfilment in him, while at the same time wanting to find its 
happiness and fulfilment in itself. In this second tendency it has a 
prince who seeks to make this tendency the dominant one in the 
world and in the life of every man. This prince appeared on the stage 
of human history at its very dawn. God made man and woman and 
placed them in a happy and blessed situation of goodness, harmony 
and life. They lived in communion with God and had only an 
abundant life to look forward to. Being persons, they had the dignity 
of free will and a share in the life of grace, and with that they had to 
make a choice. At this, the angel of darkness — himself God’s 
creation — appeared on the scene and won a spectacular victory. He 
led man and woman astray and darkness fell across the land as it had 
across much of the angelic land long before. So the angel of 
darkness became the prince of this world and the scene was set for a 
great struggle. God announced that he was entering the lists to 
reclaim his world. Our Gospel today (John 14: 27-3la) refers to this 
struggle and to the victory which would be God’s. As our Lord says, 
“/ will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is 
coming. He has no hold on me, but the world must learn that 1 love 
the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me ” 
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(John 14: 27-31a). Christ obeys the Father, while the prince of this 
world refuses to obey him. 

There are two great Standards held aloft in the universe. Both 
are unseen, but mankind in general knows they are there. They 
constitute a choice for every man. Which standard am I going to 
walk behind? In whose army am I going to fight? There is the King 
of kings and Lord of lords on one hand, and there is the prince of this 
world on the other. The former will take me to the cross and through 
the cross to glory. The latter will eschew the cross and will take me 
to pride and sensuality and thence to death. What is it to be? Life or 
Death? Let us take our stand with Christ and follow him to the end. 
It will take us to glory. 
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Wednesday of the fifth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70):8, 23 Let my mouth be filled with 

your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall shout for joy, when I 
sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect O God, restorer and lover of innocence, direct the hearts of 
your servants towards yourself, that those you have set free from the 
darkness of unbelief may never stray from the light of your truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122:1-5; John 15:1-8 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the Vinedresser. He cuts 
off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You 
are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain 
in me, and 1 will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. 1 am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 
in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that 
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain 
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in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples. (John 15: 1-8) 

The Vinedresser One of the gravest problems with the 
proposition that God exists — and we are talking of a God who is 
all-powerful, all-good and all-loving — is the fact of evil and 
suffering. Suffering is not necessarily an absolute evil, for we can 
suffer for an obviously good end. For instance, I can suffer in the 
dentist chair, but the result of what the dentist does is a great good. 
The one who undergoes the suffering involved in dental surgery 
would not think of calling his suffering an evil in itself. Nevertheless 
certain questions occur about suffering. If there is a God, why is it 
that there is suffering at all (when things could surely have been 
designed without suffering) and why is there evil at all (such as the 
unjust destruction of life and reputation)? This is not just a 
theoretical problem, but a very personal one especially for those who 
suffer and who are not disposed or brought up to believe in God. 
Vast numbers of people have attempted to address this problem and 
this is not the time to attempt an adequate answer. But our Gospel 
passage today (John 15: 1-8) does throw a little light on the matter. 
Our Lord describes God’s action on man in terms of a parable about 
the Vine, the Branches and the one tending the vine, the Gardener. 
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The Gardener is continually cutting at the Vine and removing what 
had been part of it. So much of life involves the loss of what we 
have and enjoy. A young couple marries and begin to have their 
family. There is a miscarriage and loss of their first child. Children 
come. There is a further tragedy. One of their children, aged twelve, 
is killed in a road accident. Another begins to get involved in drugs. 
A little later due to the world credit crisis and a recession, the 
husband loses his job and they lose their home because they default 
on their mortgage payments. What is going on? What is God doing? 
We cannot say. But in his parable our Lord refers to the gardener 
pruning the branch to enable it to bear even more. If that couple is 
remaining part of the Vine which is Christ, then the losses God is 
permitting them to undergo are part of an unseen pruning which will 
mysteriously result in their bearing greater fruit. 

But how can this be, we ask? How can the misfortunes I have 
just described possibly be viewed as part of a process in which a 
greater good emerges? Again, we cannot say. But if we reject this 
possibility then we are taking as our measure what mere man can and 
cannot do. We are forgetting the power of God and that his 
providence is great beyond imagining. God has the power to bring 
great good out of what seem to be mere ruins. What may help is to 
consider this. St Paul writes that before the world began God chose 
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us, chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. So 
before the world began each of us was known and deliberately 
chosen by God. He intended us to come into being at a particular 
point in history. Now, consider the story of my own parents and how 
easily they themselves might never have even met — in which case I 
would never have come into being. My entire and eternal existence 
depended on what was perhaps a chance meeting, a chance that so 
easily might never have occurred. But God in his providence 
brought my life about in and through what we might call a chance 
event. By the same token the lives of my own parents were 
themselves due to the chance meeting of their parents. Indeed, the 
life history of every person is filled with and due to so much that 
would seem to be chance. There is so much that appears to be just 
accident and coincidence, and yet those accidents and coincidences 
result in courses of events that have profound implications for others. 
The singular good that is my individual life and my unique self is the 
fruit of countless chance events stretching back in human history for 
perhaps hundreds of thousands of years, indeed back to the origin of 
the universe itself. Slight changes in events at any point in this long 
and mind-boggling history may have led to my never having existed. 
But I know that God my creator intended me from all eternity and 
actively brought it about. So my life and existence is the work of his 
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providence attaining his divine goals not despite but amid and by 
means of the incalculably vast interplay of circumstances that make 
up the history of the world. How grateful I ought to be for the gift of 
my life! It ought to remind me of the might of God’s providence. 
God is almighty. The very thought of human history ought to give us 
a sense of the might of God in bringing about the good which from 
eternity he intends. God can bring good out of ruins. 

Amid the trauma and suffering that may come his way, let not 
a person think that God is absent, let alone non-existent. No one 
could match the trauma and suffering of Jesus Christ who bore on his 
shoulders the sin of the world. Our Lord says that the Father is the 
Vinedresser, the Gardener, and he prunes every branch that is part of 
the Vine in order to make it bear even more. Let us never be 
separated from the person of Jesus and the life that flows to us from 
him. If we remain in him, the Father will prune us to enable us to 
bear great fmit. The pruning goes on in the course of history and 
human life. God permits losses and sufferings but plans to bring 
great good out of what may seem to be ruins. He is continually 
pruning in order that the branch may bear fruit. Let us remain in 
Jesus then, for if we do not we shall be cut off and cast into the fire. 

-- 
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Thursday of the fifth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, for he has 

gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength and my might; he has 
become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect O God, by whose grace, though sinners, we are made just 
and, though pitiable, made blessed, stand, we pray, by your works, 
stand by your gifts, that those justified by faith may not lack the 
courage of perseverance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts of the Apostles 15: 7-21; Ps 95; John 15: 9-11 

Jesus said to his disciples: As the Father has loved me, so have 
/ loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. / have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete. (John 15:9-11) 

Joy Have you ever noticed how when political elections are 
upon us, all the billboards show the candidates to be smiling 
broadly? If a person gets his photo taken, he makes a point of 
smiling. Movie stars show themselves as contented or even as 
laughing. They would like it to be thought that they are always 
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happy — but of course their private lives show this not to be so. 
Celebrities know that a single picture can give the impression that 
they are usually sad. It is indicative of the fact, however, that 
happiness is attractive. People are drawn to those who seem to be 
happy, and are instinctively repelled by those who seem to be sad. 
This itself indicates that we all have the conviction that we are meant 
to be happy, and that, whatever might be our circumstances, life is 
successful if we are truly happy. Happiness is a fundamental goal of 
human life, yet we all know that a person can be very mistaken as to 
what kinds of goals will bring this happiness. Wealth alone cannot 
bring it, nor can popularity alone, nor can position, nor can power 
because we see and know of people with all these attainments who 
do not appear to be especially happy. Of themselves these good 
things do not bestow happiness. A humble wife and mother can be 
very happy, while a billionaire or prime minister can easily be 
unhappy. In fact, one wonders how many people ever attain 
happiness in life. I suspect that most people never attain enduring 
joy, but get along in life with a limited degree of it, compensating for 
this by the enjoyment of various pleasures. It is easier to obtain 
pleasure than it is to acquire joy. It all points to the fact that man is 
meant for joy, and yet for a great number of persons, joy and 
happiness remain elusive. It is also clear that a person can be joyful 
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in the midst of difficulties and sorrows. A husband and wife who are 
deeply in love with one another have a corresponding joy, while 
experiencing difficulties and sorrows. How many parents set out to 
show their children the path to happiness and joy? The problem is 
that so many are unable to do this because they do not know in what 
it is that joy consists, and how to attain it. 

On one occasion (Mark 10: 17-27) our Lord was setting out on 
a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and asked, “ What 
must I do to inherit eternal life? ” He was seeking the happiness and 
joy of heaven. Our Lord looked steadily at him and loved him, we 
read. How wonderful — to be the object of the loving gaze of Jesus 
Christ! Christ loved him, and accorded him his admiration. He then 
told him the path to happiness and joy. Yes, continue to keep God’s 
commandments, he said, but there is one thing you lack. If you wish 
to be perfect, go and sell all you have and give to the poor. Then 
come back and follow me. The path to that joy and happiness then, 
consists in obeying God’s commandments and following Jesus Christ 
in love. Now, there is no other prophet in the Old Testament who 
presumed to assure others that perfection would come from leaving 
all and following him. In fact, I cannot think of any other religious 
leader of significance, any other founder of a respectable religion, 
nor indeed of any philosopher of note, who pretended to such a thing. 
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It is an astonishing assurance, that the perfection of moral goodness 
and joy would come by leaving aside all else and loving and 
following a particular Person. But so it is. Following the incident 
just discussed, Peter asked our Lord what those would receive who 
had left all to follow him (Luke 10: 28-31). He replied that they 
would receive a hundredfold in this life — not without persecution 
— and eternal life in the next. So we have it on the word of Christ 
that it is possible to attain joy and happiness in this life — but not 
without the presence of difficulties. The way to it lies in a personal 
friendship with Jesus Christ that is manifested in the following of 
him. All of this brings us to our Gospel today (John 15:9-11), which 
speaks of the love of Jesus Christ for each of us. Our friendship with 
Christ is founded on his love for us. Had that young man accepted 
Christ’s invitation, it would have been based on Christ’s loving gaze. 
On this is founded the joy of man. “As 1 the Father has loved me, so 
have 1 loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 
Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.'’'’ 

The good news is that man can be happy. He can attain to joy. 
But he must look sharp lest he never find it, because it is not found 
merely by chance, nor is it found in the ways most people imagine. 
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Joy and happiness is not mere pleasure. Ordinary experience 
indicates that man’s truest joy comes from being loved and loving in 
return. It has been revealed who it is who loves each and all of us, 
and wherein lies the greatest joy for every man. It lies in the love of 
Christ for us, and in our response to this love — the response of 
following him in love and obedience. Let us seek the joy of Christ, 
then! 

-- 
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Friday of the fifth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 

receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour, 
alleluia. 

Collect Grant us, Lord, we pray, that, being rightly conformed to the 
paschal mysteries, what we celebrate in joy may protect and save us 
with perpetual power. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:22-31; Psalm:8-9, 10 and 12; John 15:12-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that he 
lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command. I no longer call you servants, because a serx’ant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have ccdled you friends, for 
everything that 1 learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and 
bear fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each 
other. (John 15:12-17) 
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The command to love One of the features of human thought 
and investigation is the quest for a unifying principle. It is said that 
Einstein spent much of his life trying to determine the fundamental 
law of the universe in terms of a single mathematical principle. In 
the nineteenth century, John Henry Newman in his Philosophical 
Notebook criticized the German philosophers of the time for trying to 
reduce reality to a single principle. A little before Newman’s time 
William Paley wrote his work on Principles of Moral and Political 
Philosophy, first published in 1785. Paley decided that the 
foundation of morality is what most contributes to the happiness of 
man. That is to say, the good is what is useful for man’s happiness. 
You will be doing what is morally good if you do what most 
contributes to the happiness of man, and what makes something good 
is the fact that it most contributes to the human happiness of most. In 
this utilitarianism he anticipated Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart 
Mill. Well, we might ask, what in fact drives mankind and the 
universe? We might well allow that it is the search for happiness that 
drives the world. But that is a different thing from saying that it is 
one’s perception of its conduciveness to man’s happiness that makes 
a thing morally good and obligatory. The critical thing is the 
assertion that my life ought to be governed by what I judge will make 
me happy, and what will make most people happy. Stated baldly, 
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this could lead to manifestly immoral behaviour. I mention these 
examples simply to introduce the question of what law or pattern 
ought to guide the behaviour of man. In our Gospel passage today 
(John 15:12-17) Christ gives us such a law or pattern. It is the law of 
love. That it is a law is clear, because our Lord refers to it not as his 
suggestion or advice but as his command: “This is my command, that 
you love one another as l have loved you.'’’’ However, a law of love 
could be very ambiguous and open to blatantly immoral or imprudent 
behaviour. Not all forms of love are true love. For instance, it might 
look like love to give a child whatever he asks for, but in fact it will 
probably be the opposite of love. So our Lord in his command 
includes an all-important criterion of love: we are to love one another 
as he has loved us. He is our example. 

What was the example of love that Christ gave? It was a love 
that placed the highest possible importance on the law of God. The 
will of God is the guide of love. Can any of you convict me of sin? I 
always do what pleases my heavenly Father, he said. There is a 
strange paradox in the opinions of men about Jesus Christ. Many 
will not accept his claim to be divine, but they would not dare to call 
him a sinner — and yet if he is not divine despite claiming to be so, 
then what are we to make of him? Is he mentally deranged, or is he a 
liar? In the common estimation of the world he is neither mad nor is 
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he a sinner. Rather he is a shining example to mankind — and yet 
they do not accept his attestations about himself. That anomaly 
aside, all are agreed that Jesus Christ is a man of the highest virtue, 
and the point here is that virtue was essential to the love he insisted 
be the guide of man. We are to love virtuously. We are to love as he 
has loved us. Man is to govern his life and his behaviour by the law 
of love, and this love is to be an absolutely virtuous love. It is to be 
moral, Christlike. Christ’s religion has him, Christ, for its object and 
its guide. This means that it is a religion of love, and this love is to 
be a virtuous love. But this is not all, for Christ came from the 
Father and looks to him. Indeed, as he said, he who sees me sees the 
Father. So, in loving one another as Christ has loved us, we are 
loving one another as the Father has loved us. In taking Christ for 
our model in all of human behaviour we are modelling ourselves on 
the Father. And so it is that our Lord speaks of our striving to be 
perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect, for he shines his sun on the 
good and the bad alike and sends rain for those who are his friends 
and those who are not. The point is that we have a great single 
principle to guide all our actions and it is the law of love. It is not a 
law of any kind of love — say, a love that is very utilitarian and in 
the line of Paley, Bentham and Mill — but that love which fills our 
heavenly Father and which is manifest in the person and life of 
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Christ. It is the love of the Holy Spirit, no less, who is given to each 
of us at our Baptism. 

Every day we have a challenge ahead of us. It is to do good. 
Let us build a life of daily prayer to Christ and that will be the 
foundation of a life of doing good. Let us resolve to avoid sin at all 
costs, and that will help ensure that the good we do truly is good, and 
not evil being called good. Let us above all aim to love. This is the 
greatest good we can do and the surest source of good in the world. 
But, very importantly, let us make Christ the guide and object of our 
love. He has commanded us to love one another as he has loved us. 

-- 
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Saturday of the fifth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with Christ in 

Baptism, through which you also rose again by faith in the working 
of God, who raised him from the dead, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty and eternal God, who through the regenerating 
power of Baptism have been pleased to confer on us heavenly life, 
grant, we pray, that those you render capable of immortality by 
justifying them may by your guidance attain the fullness of glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 100:lb-2, 3, 5; John 15:18-21 

Jesus said to his disciples, If the world hates you, keep in mind 
that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you 
as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but 1 have chosen 
you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember 
the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master. ’ If 
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours cdso. They will treat you this way 
because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 
(John 15:18-21) 
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Following Christ There are many things that are remarkable 
about created reality. One is the mixed and, indeed, violent response 
to God that can well up from the world. It indicates that something 
in the world has gone terribly awry. In our passage today from the 
Gospel of St John, our Lord speaks of the world and how it has hated 
him. Let us look at this dynamic between Christ and the world. In 
the third chapter of this Gospel, St John describes the meeting 
between Nicodemus, a leading Jew, and Christ. Nicodemus believes 
in Jesus (for, as he says, “no one could perform the signs you do 
unless God were with him”) and yet he has many difficulties. At the 
same time he is from a class which is growing in fierce opposition to 
Jesus. Our Lord obliquely refers to the final upshot of this 
opposition to him. He will be lifted up, but it will be as the serpent 
in the desert was lifted up. On the cross he would be the source of 
life for all and whoever looked on him would have eternal life. Then 
John offers his general comment, clearly drawn from our Lord 
himself: “ God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have life 
everlasting ” (John 3: 16). So the world is the object of God’s love. 
God loved the world so much, so very much, that there was nothing 
he would not do to save it. He even sent his own beloved Son to 
save the world. The world was his own, and yet when the Word 
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became flesh and lived among his own, his own did not receive him 
(John 1:10). But to all who did, he gave the power to become 
children of God. In our Gospel passage today our Lord chooses to 
refer to one aspect of this dynamic — the opposition of the world to 
him. He is not saying that everyone in the world hates him, for there 
are many who love and follow him. But he chooses to apply the term 
“the world” to those who oppose him. There is a general pattern in 
the relationship between God and the work of his hands. A great 
deal of it hates him and opposes his plans. 

Those who are familiar with the life of Christ know this. What 
can be lacking is a clear appreciation of Christ’s warning to his 
disciples that they must be prepared to share in his lot. “If the world 
hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the 
world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world 
hates you.” So if the Christian is truly consistent and follows in the 
footsteps of Christ in the world of his work and daily life, then he 
must to a greater or lesser extent expect the incomprehension and 
opposition our Lord himself received. He should not actively court it 
nor imprudently arouse it. But he must expect it if he takes up 
Christ’s invitation to bear witness to him before men. There are a 
few paradigm instances of this that show what is involved in 
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following and bearing witness to Christ. In 1968 Pope Paul VI 
declared before the world the intrinsic evil of artificial contraception 
in his epochal Encyclical Humanae Vitae. The world burst into an 
uproar and arguably Pope Paul VI never fully regained the attentive 
ear of the world again, so great was the prejudice it maintained 
against him. Few modem Popes had to deal with such an explosive 
issue. In his first Encyclical, Redemptor Hominis (March 1979), 
Pope John Paul II thanked God for “this great Predecessor of mine, 
who was truly my father” (no.8). Pope Paul VI is beatified and the 
cause for his canonization is proceeding, and Pope John Paul II is 
already canonized. But in that reaction of the world to the teaching 
of Pope Paul VI, speaking as he did in the name of Christ, we have a 
paradigm case of what our Lord refers to in our Gospel passage 
today. Our Lord continues, “ Remember the words I spoke to you: 
‘No servant is greater than his master. ’ If they persecuted me, they 
will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey 
yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for 
they do not know the One who sent me ” (John 15:18-21). We are 
speaking here of something Christ predicted, so it must therefore be 
expected. 

I remember when I was young, a priest warned us against 
human respect. He was warning against the desire to retain the good 
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opinion of the world when the world opposes the word of Christ and 
his Church. Pope Benedict XVI on his way to Africa says in passing 
(on 17 March, 2009) that condoms are not the answer to the scourge 
of AIDS and several European governments erupt in anger. He is 
sharing in the lot of Christ and exemplifying what Christ said his 
disciples must expect. There are, as St Ignatius Loyola used to insist, 
two great Standards. There is the Standard of Christ and there is the 
Standard of Satan. Let us take our stand with Christ and never be 
drawn away from it in a secret desire to retain the good opinion of 
the world. 
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Sixth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 48:20 Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his 
people, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with heartfelt 
devotion these days of joy, which we keep in honour of the risen 
Lord, and that what we relive in remembrance we may always hold 
to in what we do. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Psalm 98:1-4; 

1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, As the Father has loved me, so have 
I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love 
each other as 1 have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a serx’ant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, 1 have called you 
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friends, for everything that I learned from my Father l have made 
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love 
each other. (John 15:9-17) 

Religion and society A very important issue in human life 
is the influence of religion on society. One of the notable 
characteristics of indigenous religion is that it tends to pervade the 
culture and social life of an indigenous community. For this reason 
indigenous religion can be difficult to define in individual cases, 
precisely because it can be indistinguishable from the culture of the 
people. But this does not mean that the indigenous society itself is 
entirely shaped by its religion, for it can be the case that its religious 
notions and myths are, rather, largely shaped by the social 
institutions. Be that as it may, my point in introducing this example 
is that a great challenge for religion is that it be brought to bear on 
the concrete life of society. Especially in a secular society the two 
can proceed along parallel lines, with religion being confined to 
worship and private prayer, and society being conducted according to 
independent ethical criteria (which may not actually be very ethical). 
In the case of a religion which is not especially ethical this would not 
matter much, because in that case, society would not benefit ethically 
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by the influence of such a religion. But the Christian religion is a 
profoundly ethical religion and it is meant by its divine founder to 
influence all of human life, including the life of society. Its demands 
embrace not only worship and private piety but also man precisely in 
his community life and culture. Sadly, all too often societies that are 
Christian by tradition have many profoundly unchristian mores and 
laws. For instance, while they profess to take for granted that each 
human person is an absolute value, they often have laws that permit 
rampant abortion. Revealed religion is not a religion that simply 
accepts the great realities of the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation and the 
Atonement, as the defining element of one’s personal and private 
life. It goes further and insists that this revelation by God be the 
inspiration for the Christian also in his involvement in society. The 
individual is called to strive to make God’s will and plan accepted by 
society as the basis and soul of its life. 

There are those who dispute the proposition that the ethics of a 
secular society ought to be inspired by divine revelation. They deny 
that the human community should have the God of revelation — and, 
specifically, the law of Jesus Christ — as its guide. Of course, to an 
extent and in one sense this is true. For instance, a democratic 
society cannot impose on its citizens belief in the Holy Trinity, the 
Incarnation and the Atonement for sin by Christ. But revealed 
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religion does bring to light in a supremely sure way the demands of 
reason and the natural law, and it is these demands as brought to light 
by Christ which ought to be the guide of human society. For 
instance, at the heart of Christ’s teaching is the value of the human 
person. In our Gospel passage today (John 15:9-17) our Lord gives 
his command to his disciples that they love one another. In the 
Gospel of St Matthew our Lord describes the Last Judgment, and it 
will hinge on how we treat our neighbour because Christ will take as 
having been done to him whatever good and whatever unjust evil we 
do to our neighbour, especially to the most in need. So while of 
course religion involves the love of God, it ought also to be clear that 
love for neighbour is inseparable from love for God. What happens 
to one’s fellow man and to the human society should be of great 
concern to the one who aspires to love God. If we wish to be a 
follower and a friend of Christ we must strive to permeate society 
with the spirit of Christ and encourage the structuring of its 
institutions and laws according to his will. Each person, especially 
the most forgotten and insignificant, must be the principle, the 
subject and the end of all social institutions. Certain societies and 
groupings, most especially the family, are absolutely necessary for 
the human person. If man is to be loved and respected, so must be 
the family. The good of society requires respect for justice, the 
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supremacy of the spiritual, and a turning away from sin and 
wrongdoing. Charity, love for neighbour, which is the specific 
command of our Lord in today’s Gospel, is the greatest social 
commandment. 

The Catholic Church has a large and striking body of official 
social teaching, developed on the basis of revelation. The Church, at 
the level of her highest authority, formally applies this social 
teaching to the structure and life of society. All the Popes since Pope 
Leo XIII in the last quarter of the nineteenth century have taught the 
Church and the world how society ought to be conducted in the light 
of the teaching of Christ. The Christian ought, as part of his 
Christian life, to bring that teaching to bear on his life in society. 
Society is called to be pleasing to God, just as each person is. As 
each person will be judged, so will societies. Let us then strive at the 
personal and individual level, but also at the social and cultural level, 
to live according to the mind and will of Christ. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1878- 
1889 (The communitarian character of the human vocation, 
Conversion and society) 
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Monday of the sixth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the dead, dies 

now no more; death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, O merciful God, that we may experience at all times 
the fruit produced by the paschal observances. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149:lb-6a and 9b; 

John 15:26-16:4a 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Counsellor comes, whom I 
will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out 
from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify, 
for you have been with me from the beginning. All this I have told 
you so that you will not go astray. They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will 
think he is offering a service to God. They will do such things 
because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, 
so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. 
(John 15:26-16:4a) 
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The Holy Spirit Let us notice a pattern in the history of 
God’s dealings with his people. In the light of the revelation of the 
New Testament I suppose we could say it was God the Father who 
spoke to Abraham and the Patriarch, to Moses and the Prophets. 
There is no formal revelation of the Holy Trinity, of course, and the 
Prophets deal with God the Ultimate and the Absolute. It is God the 
Father of his chosen people who reveals himself and has command of 
the scene. Then in the fullness of time he sent his Son who was the 
image of the unseen God, the revelation of the Father, the face of the 
living God. Let all listen to him, the Father said to the three Apostles 
from the cloud on the mountain. It is the Son, who, as it were, took 
command of the scene and effected the work of redemption by his 
teaching, ministry, death and resurrection. He constantly testified to 
the Father and gave glory to him. We then observe the Son referring 
to the Holy Spirit whom he says will soon come. There is, I think, a 
danger of our thinking of the Holy Spirit as some kind of divine force 
or energy, a powerful grace, as it were, rather than as a living 
personal identity, a distinct Person. The Holy Spirit is portrayed in 
the New Testament more as acting than as speaking (although he 
does speak at times in the New Testament - especially in the Acts of 
the ) and because of this, his personhood might not strike us as 
forcefully as does that of the Father and the Son. But his divine 
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personhood and his saving mission is clearly revealed nevertheless. 
He is most active in our Lord’s life, leading him and giving power to 
his word and work. Our Lord refers to him with profound reverence. 
If anyone blasphemes against the Holy Spirit he will not be forgiven, 
he says. It is especially in the Gospel of St John, and more 
particularly in our Lord’s Last Supper discourses that the person, the 
character and the mission of the Holy Spirit is revealed. He is the 
Counsellor of Christ’s disciples and the Church. He is sent by Christ 
and he comes from the Father as did Christ himself. He ranks with 
Christ himself as a divine person and his role will be to testify about 
Christ. 

We may say of the Holy Spirit that just as Christ testified to the 
Father — with the Father in his turn testifying to Christ — so the 
Holy Spirit testifies to Jesus — with Jesus in his turn testifying to 
him. “He will testify about me” our Lord says. “And you also must 
testify, for you have been with me from the beginning” (John 
15:26-16:4a). The great work of Christ’s faithful, the Church he 
founded on the rock of Peter, was about to begin. Its work would be 
to believe in him and to testify to him before the world as the one and 
only Saviour of mankind. The Holy Spirit would testify with the 
Church as the Church’s heart and soul, animating and guiding the 
Church is this great and constant mission. Just before he ascended 
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into heaven, Christ gave to his disciples a charge. It was to go to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations. He would be with 
them to the end. But first they were to await the Promise of the 
Father, of which he had spoken. That was the Holy Spirit. When he 
comes upon them they would receive power, and with that power 
they would be witnesses to Jesus, both in Jerusalem and to the ends 
of the world. So the Holy Spirit is the great Evangelizer within the 
Church. He empowers the Church to believe in Jesus and in all he 
has taught, and he empowers the Church to bear witness to Jesus to 
the ends of the earth. So when Jesus has gone, the Holy Spirit takes 
command of the field, as it were, just as Jesus had had command of 
the field before him. All three divine persons, of course, are 
involved in the work at every point from the call of Abraham to the 
end when Christ will come as Judge. But when Christ goes, the Holy 
Spirit is given charge and we see the results very soon. The Church 
begins to expand and persecution follows. Over three centuries of 
saints and martyrs, the Church emerges as the religion of the Empire. 
The Empire falls under barbarians from the north and later is 
powerfully threatened by Islam from the East. But what do we see? 
Great council after council proclaim the faith of the Church and a 
new evangelization of barbarian Europe begins. It would lead to the 
new Christian Europe, with many vicissitudes. 
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The Holy Spirit, the Evangelizer who has been sent by Christ 
from the Father, is constantly at work. This same mighty, all-holy 
Spirit of the Father and the Son has been given to each of us who are 
baptized into the family of the Church. He is God’s Gift to the 
Church and to each of us, and he testifies in our hearts to the truth 
and the person of Christ. He leads us to believe in him and to place 
all our hope in him. He inspires us to love and follow Christ and to 
bear witness to him before the world of our daily life. Fet us then 
not make the Holy Spirit sad, but ask for his help all our days. He is 
our Counsellor and our Sanctifier. He will help us be faithful to the 
end. 
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Tuesday of the sixth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 

glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty and merciful God, that we may in truth 
receive a share in the Resurrection of Christ your Son. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8; John 16:5-11 

Jesus said, Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of 
you asks me, ‘Where are you going? ’ Because / have said these 
things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for your 
good that I am going away. Unless / go away, the Counsellor will 
not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, 
he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness 
and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in 
regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where 
you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the 
prince of this world now stands condemned. (John 16:5-11) 

The plan of God One of the most interesting of concepts in 
philosophical thought is that of design, or more fundamentally, of 
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order. There is a long tradition of thought that argues that the order 
that is evident in the world is the fruit of a Mind that designs. One of 
the classic Ways to God (Aquinas’ Fifth Way) is by reflecting on the 
order in the universe and seeing in it the imprint of Mind. This way 
of arguing for God has had many successes. A notable modem 
example was Anthony Flew, the British one-time atheist philosopher 
who published in 2007 his small book, There is a God. In it the 
“design” argument — especially as applied to the basic structure of 
life — is allowed as decisive. Flew stated elsewhere that there has to 
be “an Intelligence behind the integrated complexity of the physical 
Universe” and that “my own insight that the integrated complexity of 
life itself - which is far more complex than the physical Universe - 
can only be explained in terms of an Intelligent Source.” This, of 
course, is far from being a Christian but many thought he was on the 
way to that as well. My point in introducing this consideration of 
order and design is not to press its value here as an argument for 
theism, but simply as a reminder that God works, we may say, 
according to plan. Rationality is a profound feature of his work. 
That is one reason why authentic Christianity is a champion not only 
of revelation but of reason. Now, while we may not see the reason 
for many things that have been revealed to us by God — such as the 
mysteries of the Incarnation and the Holy Trinity — nevertheless the 
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manifest order in the world of our experience both suggests and 
reminds us that in the work of salvation too God acts according to a 
plan, however ineffable it is. Commonly in theology this has been 
called the “economy,” i.e., the divine plan and management, of 
salvation. There is a divinely intended way that God has gone about 
not only creating the world, but saving it. Our Gospel today alludes 
to God’s plan of salvation, and it is a cause of wonder. What, then, 
does our Lord say about this? 

In our Gospel today Christ says that it is for our good that he is 
going away from us. Why is this? He says that “ Unless I go away, 
the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, / will send him to 
you. ” So, mysteriously, it was the divine plan that Christ had to 
return to his heavenly Father if the Holy Spirit was to be sent to us. 
There is much else in the saving plan of God that is mysterious. The 
choice of a particular people to be God’s own people, the promise of 
a Messiah, the Incarnation of the Son of God as the promised 
Messiah, the Atonement, all these features of the divine plan of 
salvation are a great mystery. Why was it necessary that the Christ 
should suffer and so enter his glory, opening up for us a share in his 
glory? We are not told. All these things make up the mysterious 
saving plan of God. So too is the succession of missions of the three 
divine Persons of the Blessed Trinity in the work of our salvation. 
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The Father spoke to Abraham and the Prophets, promising to send a 
Redeemer. The promised Redeemer came and was gradually 
revealed as the eternal Son of the Father. He won for us our 
salvation by his death and resurrection. But then, wondrously, he 
had to return to the Father if Another was to come, the Holy Spirit, 
and it would be he, the Holy Spirit, who would bring the redemption 
won by Christ to each of us. He would be the Evangelizer and would 
convince Christ’s faithful and the world. Why was this necessary? 
We are not told. When we consider it, Christ had but limited success 
in convincing the people to place their faith in him. His failure was 
manifested in his death, and this was the very means by which he 
redeemed the world. It seems that “success” in gaining disciples 
would be the special work of the Holy Spirit. He would bring 
conviction to the hearts of men. Mysteriously, in the divine plan 
Christ had to step aside and leave that great work to the Holy Spirit. 
And so our Lord continues, “ When he comes, he will convict the 
world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgmenf 
(John 16:5-11). So each person of the Holy Trinity is always 
involved, but in the divine plan each has also his special role. Such 
is the plan of God. 

Let us marvel at the plan of God. God has his inscrutable and 
ineffable plan. We see it reflected in the visible creation, and I have 
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referred to the order and design that in the history of thought has 
especially struck many minds. We also see the inscrutable and 
ineffable way of God in the work of salvation, and in our Gospel 
passage today our Lord refers to one aspect of this divine plan. “It is 
for your good that 1 am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
When he conies, he will convict the world Let us do all we can to 
grasp the plan of God and then to live faithfully every day according 
to it. 
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Wednesday of the sixth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will praise you, 

Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, as we celebrate in mystery the 
solemnities of your Son’s Resurrection, so, too, we may be worthy to 
rejoice at his coming with all the Saints. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14; 

John 16:12-15 

Jesus said to his disciples, l have much more to say to you, 
more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it 
known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why 1 
said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 
(John 16:12-15) 

The Spirit of truth In our Gospel today our Lord refers to 
the Spirit of truth. One of the great phenomena of human history is 
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that mankind has been ever divided in its opinion as to what is true. 
In one sense it is a marvel that we have the capacity to know the truth 
at all. The animals are able to sense reality but do not know it 
precisely as objective reality. They live in response to sensations and 
impressions. Man, though, knows objective reality and is able to 
distinguish between the sensations he experiences and the objects 
that cause them. He is not merely subject to sensations. He can 
know what things are and he can know that they are. The truth is of 
critical importance to the human being and the marvel is that he can 
attain it, easily or with difficulty as the case may be. But there is 
another marvel, and this one has a sombre note. It is that in so many 
respects he attains not truth but error. He knows this firstly from 
personal experience and secondly from the mere fact that men hold 
contradictory opinions, for something cannot be true and false at the 
same time and in the same respect. Therefore mankind is marked not 
only by the light of truth but by the darkness of positive error, by 
which I mean the positive denial of what is true. Now, man’s power 
to know the truth is put to its highest use in his apprehension of God. 
This he does either by the use of his reason or by his faith in the 
word of those who have witnessed the action and word of God. The 
most tragic use of his power to know is when he positively denies 
what in fact is true — especially in the things of God. All this is to 
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say that truth and error are fundamental issues in the life of man. 
Indeed, they are profoundly moral issues. There is a great duty to 
strive to attain the truth and a great duty to avoid error, especially in 
the things of God who is our origin and our end. If, in response to 
this duty, we seek and attain the truth then a reward awaits us. If we 
are knowingly responsible for error, our just deserts await us. Such 
is the drama of the human situation. Our need for the truth rises to 
God like the incense of a burnt offering. It is against this vast 
backdrop that our Lord refers to the Spirit of truth. 

God has heard the cry of man and has intervened to reveal the 
truth about himself. His truth is present in his own divine Son 
become man. Jesus Christ, as St Paul writes, is the image of the 
unseen God. He who sees me, our Lord said, sees the Father. I am 
the Way, he said, and the Truth and the Life. In him, St Paul writes, 
dwells the fullness of the godhead bodily. So in Christ we have the 
truth about God. If we wish to attain the truth about what is most 
important of all, namely God, then we turn to the person of Jesus, we 
contemplate him and accept his teaching with our whole heart and 
mind. But there is more, and it is the great point of our Gospel 
passage today. It is that Jesus Christ gives to those who believe in 
him the Spirit of truth. The Spirit of truth is the Spirit of the Father 
and the Son, and our Lord said that it was most important for his 


- 756 - 



disciples that he return to the Father so that the divine Spirit of truth 
could be sent to them. They would then be confirmed in the truth 
and guided into it more fully. Let us note well what our Lord tells us 
of the Spirit of truth whom he would send from the Father. He will, 
our Lord says, guide us into all truth (John 16:12-15). There was so 
much that our Lord said that the disciples simply could not grasp, 
even the plainest of his utterances. They could not grasp that he was 
to die and rise again. There were many other things, and our Lord 
told them that when the Spirit of truth comes he would lead them into 
all the truth that he had given to them. The Spirit of truth would take 
from what is our Lord’s and what he had entrusted to his disciples, 
and would make it known and understood by them. So this is 
Christ’s great gift to his Church, the Spirit of truth. The Spirit of 
truth, who is the Spirit of the Father and the Son, came to the Church 
at Pentecost to remain with it till the end. He guards the Church in 
the truth revealed by Jesus. He gradually leads the Church to an ever 
fuller understanding of what Christ has revealed and preserves the 
Church from error in her formal and explicit teaching about Christ. 

Let us be devoted to the Holy Spirit. As our Lord says, “He 
will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it 
known to you." Let us pray to the Spirit of truth asking that we be 
confirmed in the truth and preserved from error. In this way will our 
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lives give glory to Jesus. Let us always appreciate the gift of the 
Spirit of truth to the Church founded on Peter and the Apostles, 
understanding well that this gift preserves the Church in the truth and 
enables her, by her teaching, to proclaim and explain the truth about 
Jesus from generation to generation. 

-- 
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Thursday of the sixth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when you went 

forth before your people, marching with them and living among 
them, the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who made your people partakers in your redemption, 
grant, we pray, that we may perpetually render thanks for the 
Resurrection of the Lord. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98:1-4; John 16:16-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, In a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will see me. Some of his 
disciples said to one another, What does he mean by saying, ‘In a 
little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you 
will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’? They kept 
asking, What does he mean by ‘a little while ’? We don’t understand 
what he is saying. Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, 
so he said to them, Are you asking one another what I meant when I 
said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little 
while you will see me ’? I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn 
while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to 
joy. (John 16: 16-20) 


- 759 - 



Sadness and joy It is passages such as our Gospel of today 
that illustrate the degree of incomprehension that clouded the minds 
of our Lord’s close friends, his disciples. They could not follow him 
when he referred to their soon not seeing him, and then after a little 
while their seeing him again. Some of them “ said to one another, 
What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will see me, ’ and ‘Because I 
am going to the Father 7” We read elsewhere that when our Lord 
referred explicitly to his coming passion and death to be followed by 
his resurrection, they asked among themselves what ‘rising from the 
dead’ could mean. They wanted to ask him but they were reluctant 
to do so. Here our Lord saw that they wanted to ask him what he 
meant, and so he explained. He tells them solemnly — I tell you the 
truth, he says — “ you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. 
You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.'’’’ In the first instance 
this obviously refers to the brief and shattering experience of our 
Lord’s passion and death, to be followed by their reunion with him 
following his resurrection. But clearly it also refers to a more 
ultimate and general situation. Christ will be absent from the visible 
company of his disciples here on earth, and that includes us. Our 
beloved Master, our Friend and Redeemer, will be away from our 
sight. Life will be marked by the absence of the visible presence of 
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Jesus Christ, though not his invisible presence. This absence will be 
the principal factor in the contentment of the world and the 
discontent of Christ’s faithful: “7 tell you the truth , you will weep and 
mourn while the world rejoices .” This will characterize human 
history as it flows onward towards its culmination which will be the 
coming again of Christ in glory. At his coming, mankind will see 
him again and he will then be with us forever. Then “your grief will 
turn to joy,” he says . Our Lord’s simple terms describe the basic 
dynamics of human history. Christ has gone from sight but he will 
come again. 

Many have said that the persistent stumbling block to belief in 
God is the ocean of suffering that has always spread across the life of 
mankind. There is no denying the difficulty. But the greatest 
believers in the existence of God — the Christian saints — have 
lived lives marked by great suffering. It did not diminish their 
conviction of the reality of God and his loving mercy. The exemplar 
of all is Jesus Christ himself. Suffering is unavoidable. Now, in our 
Gospel passage today (John 16: 16-20) our Lord provides a 
tremendous light at the end of the tunnel — the tunnel being each 
human life and the life of mankind generally. The light at the end of 
it is his promised presence at the end, be it the end of each human 
life or the end of the course of mankind. We all have a great hope to 
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sustain us and that hope is that we shall see Jesus Christ and be with 
him at the end. The end is not truly the end but rather the beginning 
of life with Jesus for ever and ever. Our Lord is referring to an 
eternity of heaven which is the certain hope of those who live and die 
in their faith in Jesus. He cannot be seen now, but he is known by 
faith to be present and ever so near. He will be seen in the future, 
and then all sorrow “will turn to joy.” So let us think of Christ’s 
unseen presence with us now and his visible presence to come. Let 
us think of heaven and think of it often. Our destiny, thanks to all 
that Christ has done for us, is one of glory. We shall share in the 
glory of Christ if we have accompanied him in faith here on earth. I 
often think that an antidote to the depression that many feel at the 
thought of past hurts and injuries is to think far more often of the 
good experiences of the past and to deliberately fill one’s 
imagination with those happy memories. Conversely, we ought to 
fill our imagination with the happy thought of what is to come. 
Christ repeatedly refers to it and so he means us to think of it. We 
shall be with him and with the Father and with the Holy Spirit for 
ever. We shall be with the angels and the saints for ever. Our 
eternity will be one of joy, whatever be our course in this life. 

Much sadness afflicts our life here on earth, but as our Lord 
makes clear in our Gospel passage today, we have many things to be 
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happy about. Indeed they far outnumber the sadnesses. Christ is 
with us, though invisibly, and this is our consolation. We shall see 
him, however, and then we shall never be separated from him. 
Heaven awaits the one whose faith and hope and love are centred in 
Jesus. Let us then take up the baton of the Christian life and mission, 
and run with it to the end. 

-- 
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Friday of the sixth week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, Lord, by 

your Blood from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and 
have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of 
Christ, raise us up, we pray, to the author of our salvation, who is 
seated at your right hand, so that, when our Saviour comes again in 
majesty, those you have given new birth in Baptism may be clothed 
with blessed immortality. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

In regions where the Solemnity of the Ascension is celebrated on the following 
Sunday: 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, so that what was promised by the 
sanctifying power of your Word may everywhere be accomplished 
through the working of the Gospel and that all your adopted children 
may attain what the testimony of truth has foretold. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:9-18; Psalm 47:2-7; John 16:20-23 
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Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, you will weep 
and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief 
will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because 
her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish 
because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: 
Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will 
rejoice, and no-one will take away your joy. In that day you will no 
longer ask me anything. / tell you the truth, my Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. (John 16:20-23) 

Heaven At various points in the Gospels our Lord makes his 
points in stark and dramatic terms. He said on one occasion that if a 
man does not hate his father and mother he is not worthy of him. Of 
course he is not saying that he expects a person to hate his parents for 
his sake. On the contrary he condemns the Pharisees for directing 
people to neglect their parents for spurious religious reasons. He is 
making the point starkly that he expects a total attachment to himself 
on the part of his disciples. He says on another occasion that before 
criticising our brother we ought to take the beam out of our own eye 
first. He is not saying that he expects that a beam of wood will be 
lodged in our eye. He is making the point starkly that we have many 
faults to rid ourselves of before we start condemning others for their 
faults. So we must not mistake our Lord’s meaning in the sharp 
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contrast he draws between the weeping of his disciples and the 
rejoicing of the world. He does not mean that the lot of his disciples 
will be one of sadness and weeping in this world. After all, he tells 
them elsewhere in this same Gospel that he is giving to them a share 
in his own joy and peace — but not the joy that the world possesses. 
With that gift of his joy we shall be able to rejoice. We remember 
that St Paul exhorted the Christians to rejoice in the Lord always — 
again I say, rejoice, he writes. So let us understand our Lord’s 
meaning. In the first instance he is predicting the sorrow of the 
disciples at his coming Passion and Death. They will weep and 
mourn, while those of the world — our Lord’s enemies among the 
leaders of the nation — will rejoice at his death. But he will see 
them again, and then they will rejoice. Then no-one will be able to 
take away their joy. So their lot will be one of joy because they will 
be with Jesus. In the midst of future suffering, they will be still with 
Jesus. So they can rejoice. But there is a more lasting meaning to 
this utterance, beyond his resurrection and meeting and abiding with 
them again. It is that the sufferings of this world will not compare 
with the joy of the next. 

By the gift of Christ’s Holy Spirit, the Christian shares in 
Christ’s risen divine life and this will be the basis not only of his joy 
amid suffering in this life, but it will be the heart and soul of his 
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eternal joy with God in heaven. Heaven! Everlasting life in heaven! 
An eternity of joy! Seeing face to face the infinite Beauty! Heaven! 
What a prospect of joy and happiness lies ahead of us provided we 
stay close to Jesus. “ Now is your time of grief, but I will see you 
again and you will rejoice, and no-one will take away your joy.'’’’ 
Ultimately this promise will be fulfilled in heaven, and in that sense 
what our Lord says here is directed not merely to the Twelve who 
will be shattered by his arrest, his passion and his death, and who 
will be filled with joy when they see him again. This promise is 
directed to all of us. He is with us now invisibly, and so we have 
every reason to rejoice no matter what afflictions strike us, be it 
sickness, bereavement, being ignored or criticized. Jesus is with us. 
But this life, brief as it is, is the prelude to being with Jesus face to 
face forever. There no tear will need to be wiped away, for all will 
share in the glory and the joy of Jesus. Let us think of the joy ahead, 
then. At the end of a great book he had just written, John Henry 
Newman wrote that life is short and eternity long. He was inviting 
the reader to consider what he had written and to consider it with the 
thought of eternity ahead. This entails two alternatives: either 
heaven forever or hell forever. Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel 
(John 16:20-23) invite us to think of heaven. If we remain with Jesus 
we shall be with him forever in heaven. Heaven will be an eternity 
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of constant and cloudless joy. It will entail seeing the great God face 
to face. God, face to face! God is infinite goodness and beauty, and 
our life in heaven will be one of being with him without end. How 
catastrophic to miss this and to be lost forever! It will all depend on 
our being good here, on our doing what our mind and heart tell us is 
right, and on our doing our very best to be sure that our mind and 
heart tell us aright and not mistakenly. The ultimate embodiment of 
our duty and our happiness is the person of Jesus. 

There has long been a current of philosophical thought that 
understands the ultimate ground of morality to lie in the happiness of 
man. That is to say, what is moral is what is most conducive to my 
truest happiness. So I should do what is most useful to my 
happiness. Now while of course the fulfilling of the obligations of 
the moral law will indeed lead to my ultimate happiness, morality 
cannot be grounded in this utilitarian principle. That having been 
said, there is one simple and profound principle which most certainly 
leads to man’s happiness here on earth and forever in heaven. It is 
being with Jesus and living according to the demands of his 
friendship. Let us then take our stand with him and never stray from 
him. 
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Saturday of the sixth week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, proclaim the 

mighty works of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son, at his Ascension to the heavens, was 
pleased to promise the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, grant, we pray, 
that, just as they received manifold gifts of heavenly teaching, so on 
us, too, you may bestow spiritual gifts. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

In regions where the Solemnity of the Ascension is celebrated on the following 
Sunday: 

Constantly shape our minds, we pray, O Lord, by the practice of 
good works, that, trying always for what is better, we may strive to 
hold ever fast to the Paschal Mystery. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47:2-3, 8-10; John 16:23b-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, / tell you the truth, my Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not 
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your 
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joy will be complete. Though I have been speaking figuratively, a 
time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but 
will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my 
name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, 
the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have 
believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and entered 
the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father. 
(John 16:23b-28) 

Tests There are many tests of faith. One test is suffering. A 
person suffers greatly and he loses faith in God. Alternately, a 
person suffers greatly and believes in God the more. For instance, a 
person goes off to war and undergoes terrible experiences. He comes 
back a changed man — for the worse. He cannot settle down in his 
marriage and proves to be a terrible trial to his wife and children and 
abandons the practice of his Christian faith. Another person — 
perhaps even his own brother — goes off to war and undergoes 
terrible sufferings but gains a reputation among his comrades for his 
indomitable Christian faith. He prays for the enemy towards whom 
he aims his weapon. He comes back far more mature in his Catholic 
faith than he was before. He has passed the test while the other 
failed it. There are many other tests of religious faith. One, for 
instance, is prayer, and more specifically the prayer of petition — 
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and it is this to which our Lord refers in our Gospel today. This kind 
of prayer, the prayer in which we not only cultivate the presence of 
God, the prayer in which we not only thank God for favours, but the 
prayer in which we ask God for what we want and need, is the most 
common. It is at the root of the practice of religion in numerous 
societies across the centuries of human history. Indigenous societies 
turn to the unseen powers because of their need and they invoke their 
aid. So it is with many advanced societies. Man is all too aware of 
his need in the face of a world that does not respect his convenience, 
and he asks the help of the unseen powers that do control the world 
and its forces. Man’s sense of his limitations, his transience, his 
vulnerability and in general his need lead him spontaneously to the 
prayer of petition. But what of modern secular man who tends to 
think that the world is not dependent, moment by moment, on a 
higher Power? Modern religious man tends, I think, to be a deist or a 
pantheist. He tends not to regard the world as being in constant and 
radical dependence on a transcendent God for its very being. If he is 
not religious at all but totally secular he looks on this world as the 
Ultimate in reality. This world is all there is. So he does not engage 
much in the prayer of petition because it has no point for him. All 
up, in fact the prayer of petition is a normal test of faith. 
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Christ warmly encourages us to ask God — himself the Son, 
the Father and the Holy Spirit — for what we need. Consider what 
he says. “/ tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you 
ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my 
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete ” 
(John 16:23b-28). St Alphonsus Liguori in one of his books writes 
that the prayer of petition is of great importance for salvation because 
many of the graces we need come to us if we ask for them. To take a 
fundamental example: baptism. It is because the parents of a child 
come to the Church to ask God for baptism that the child receives the 
great and foundational grace of baptism. It is the result of a prayer of 
petition. One of the reasons why we do not receive much more from 
God is that we do not ask him for more. This relates not only to 
spiritual favours but to material as well. I remember a very elderly 
woman who lost something most precious and necessary for her. 
She searched and searched with mounting anxiety and finally in 
desperation asked me to join with her in prayer that she would find 
what she was looking for. Two minutes later she found it, to her 
exhilaration. The saints are our heavenly models and intercessors 
before God. They join their prayers with ours, and the Church has 
nominated some saints as our intercessors especially in material 
needs. So we are encouraged by Christ and the Church to make the 
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prayer of petition a firm part of our lives. But all too often we do not 
have the faith to do so. In this particular test we fail. There is the 
nagging doubt that God will answer our prayer and so we think it is a 
waste of time. Without facing our own thoughts, we perhaps think 
that God does not really have the power or the willingness to assist 
us in the concrete things we need — whether they be of the material 
or the spiritual order. We think we are really on our own, other than 
having God’s company during our weary course of life. 

Let us make a point of exercising our faith more. We believe 
that God is our almighty Father, that he is both all-powerful and 
all-loving. His power is revealed in his mercy, and his mercy is 
revealed in his active power. But do we act on this faith in terms of 
asking for what we need? We ought not only to ask for our own 
needs, but even more for the needs of others because their needs are 
all too often far greater than our own. We ought also to pray for the 
dead that God will hasten their purification and admit them into his 
eternal presence. Let us then pray for all we need. 

-- 
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Seventh Sunday in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7-9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face; hide 
not your face from me, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, so that we, who 
believe that the Saviour of the human race is with you in your glory, 
may experience, as he promised, until the end of the world, his 
abiding presence among us. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:15-17.20-26; Psalm 102; 

1 John 4: 11-16; John 17:11-19 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Holy Father, keep 
those you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one 
like us. While I was with them, / kept those you had given me true to 
your name. None has been lost except the one who chose to be lost, 
and that was in fulfilment of the Scriptures. I am coming to you now, 
but I say these things while I am still in the world, to share my joy 
with them to the full. I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that 
you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even 
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as I am not of it. Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. 
As you sent me into the world, 1 have sent them into the world. For 
them I consecrate myself, that they too may be consecrated in truth. 
(John 17: 11-19) 

The Truth One of the very notable things in the Gospel of 
St John, from which our Gospel passage today is drawn, is the 
prominence of the idea of “truth” in the teaching of Jesus Christ. I 
would be interested to see a study comparing the notion of truth on 
the lips of Christ, as in the Gospel of St John, with truth as featuring 
in other ancient and classical writings. I suspect that it could be 
shown that, set against such a background, the presence and meaning 
of “truth” in John’s Gospel is quite striking. In the Prologue of his 
Gospel we have a comparison between Moses and Jesus Christ, in 
which “truth” is brought out.. Moses is said to have given the Law. 
Let us think of Moses and his relationship with Yahweh God in the 
Meeting Tent (Exodus 33: 9-23). In the Tent, the Lord spoke with 
Moses “ face to face, as one man speaks to another.'’' But when 
Moses then asks to see the glory of God, God answers that he will 
indeed show his glory to him “but my face you cannot see, for no 
man sees me and still lives" (23: 20-23). God promises that when his 
glory passes by, he will cover Moses with his hand till he has passed 
— “so that you may see my back; but my face is not to be seen." So 
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the earlier statement that “the Lord used to speak to Moses face to 
face ” must mean a special kind of presence, but not a direct sight of 
the face of God. The next day Moses ascends the Mountain with the 
tablets he has made, and after forty days and forty nights returns with 
the commandments on the tablets and his face radiant. The point is 
that Moses received the Law from God and gave it to the people, but 
for all his friendship and converse with God, he never saw his face. 
“The Law," St John writes, “was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ .” Grace is a share in the life of God, while 
“truth” is the revelation about him. “No man has seen God at any 
time," John writes, “the only-begotten Son who is in the bosom of the 
Father — he has made him known." While Moses was granted sight 
of God’s “back,” Jesus had come from the very embrace of the 
Father. He had always seen God’s face, and he has made him 
known. This is the “Truth” which Jesus has brought to the world, the 
“Truth” he has seen as the only-begotten Son. 

Standing before Pilate, the representative of Caesar and the 
Empire — which is to say, the pagan world, Christ said that “for this 
was / born, for this did I come into the world, to bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice." He came to 
reveal the Father, as the one and only who has seen him. But there is 
more. He himself is the Truth. Little did Pilate know, when he 
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asked, “What is truth?” that he had the fullness of truth standing 
before him. Christ declared to his disciples that he himself is not only 
the way — for no-one could come to the Father except through him 
— but that he is also the truth and the life. “7 am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life” he said. Further, he promised to send the Spirit of 
Truth (14: 17) who would teach them all things, and bring to their 
remembrance all that he had said to them. The Truth is none other 
than God — Father, Son and Spirit — and in our Gospel today Christ 
prays that his disciples will be consecrated in the Truth. This means 
that they will be absolutely grounded in the truth of God, coming to 
them in his word which is none other than the person of Jesus Christ. 
While Moses did not see the face of God, they, the disciples, saw the 
face of Jesus Christ — and Christ is God. He who sees me, sees the 
Father, Jesus told them. So in gazing on the face of Jesus Christ, the 
disciples gazed on the face of God. In receiving from him the Spirit 
of truth, they received grace, which is the life of God. From Jesus 
Christ, then, they received grace and truth. In our Gospel passage 
today (John 17: 11-19), our Lord prays to his heavenly Father that 
the disciples will be consecrated in the truth. They are to be 
completely surrendered to God as revealed in his word, coming in 
the person of Jesus Christ. “ Consecrate them in the truth, your word 
is truth.” This will mean a total and definitive reception by them of 
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the truth of God, and a committing of themselves to its universal 
proclamation. Personal sanctification will come through this 
consecration to the truth, which is to say to a personal appropriation 
of it, and to the spread of it. This applies to all of us who are 
disciples of Christ. The one thing necessary is that we be sanctified 
in this divine truth, and totally consecrated to it. 

Let us pray to be kept true to the divine name, the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and that none of us may 
be lost, as was the one mentioned by our Lord in our passage today. 
We have in Mary our mother, a sublime exemplar, advocate and 
intercessor. Let us pray every day that she will intercede for us now, 
and at the hour of our death. It is imperative that we be consecrated 
in the truth — this will be our means of sanctification, so let it be our 
life, then! 
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The Ascension of the Lord (Mass During the Day) 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:11 Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder 

at the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven 
will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 

Collect Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make us 
rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension of Christ your 
Son is our exaltation, and, where the Head has gone before in glory, 
the Body is called to follow in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Or: Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that we, who believe that your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, 
ascended this day to the heavens, may in spirit dwell already in 
heavenly realms. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:1-11; Psalm46; 

Ephesians 1: 17-23; Mark 16:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, Go into all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these 
signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes 
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with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will 
get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up 
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples 
went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. (Mark 16: 
15-20) 

The work of the Spirit Before he began his public 

ministry our Lord’s mission was announced by John the Baptist. 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. Before he took the first steps in his great work, this had been 
said of him by the acknowledged prophet of the nation. John had 
pointed to him as one much greater than himself. He, Jesus, was the 
bridegroom, and he, John, was merely the friend of the bridegroom. 
Jesus would take away the sin of the world. A greater work could 
scarcely be imagined, for who could measure the scale of the sin of 
the world! Moreover, who could conceive how such a task could be 
done! Yet this is what the Son of God made man set out to do, and 
this is what he did. He broke the power of sin; he made up for the 
sins of the world by his obedience to his heavenly Father; he opened 
the gates of heaven for mankind. He did all this — he who is the 
great God himself — at the cost of unimaginable suffering. It cost 
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God a tremendous effort and toil to do this work, but he did it 
perfectly. It was the work of the Father done through the work of his 
Son. But look at what remained to be done. Redemption had been 
achieved, but the vast world remained as yet untouched by all that 
Christ had done. The Redemption had to be brought to each 
individual, each society, each culture, in short to the whole world. 
The world had yet to be brought to belief in Jesus so that it might 
receive the blessings now available to all. The disciples were weak 
and few. The Jewish leaders had rejected Christ’s claims and had 
done away with him. Christ had founded his Church on the rock of 
Peter and on the Twelve, but it was all at its bare beginnings. The 
Church had to be enlivened and launched on its mission and 
thereafter sustained in a vigorous world-wide growth under constant 
and serious persecution. In the plan of God, just as the second divine 
Person had been sent to do the work of taking away the sin of the 
world and founding the Church, so the third divine Person was now 
needed to do the mighty work of the evangelization of the world. 

Great beyond compare as was the work of Christ, of equal 
greatness is the work of the Holy Spirit that is its sequel. The Holy 
Spirit is at the forefront of the world’s evangelization. In our Gospel 
passage today for the feast of the Ascension, our Lord entrusts the 
mission of the evangelization of the world to his disciples. What a 
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mission is this! “Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.’’'' The salvation of the 
world was being entrusted to his Church, founded on Peter and the 
Apostles. Salvation would depend on belief in Jesus. Of course, our 
Lord was not excluding from heaven those who have not heard of 
him and who in consequence have only the uncertain voice of their 
own conscience to rely upon. In his famous Letter to the Duke of 
Norfolk in 1875, John Henry Newman wrote that the natural 
conscience is the “aboriginal vicar of Christ.” That is to say, the 
natural representative of Christ is the conscience of man. However, 
the voice of conscience can easily be mistaken or muted. The 
conscience of man needs the clear voice of Christ as it speaks 
through the teaching and witness of his Church. So Christ must be 
brought to the world. For this great work, the Father and the Son 
have sent the third divine Person. The work of Redemption now 
done and the Church now founded, both the Father and the Son have 
entrusted the work of enlivening the Church and evangelizing the 
world to the third divine person, the Holy Spirit. Christ ascended 
into heaven, having given to his disciples the grandest of missions. 
They needed now another Counsellor, Friend and Guide, and this 
was the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Father and of the Son. He is the 
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very soul of the Church animating, building and sustaining her in her 
growth and in her work of bringing Christ to the world. He restores 
to the baptized the divine likeness that was lost through sin and 
enables them to live in Christ the life of the Holy Trinity. He enables 
them to bear witness to the Truth and he brings his grace to the 
Church’s members through the Sacraments. 

We read that “ After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was 
taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the 
disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it ” 
(Mark 16: 15-20). This was done because of the coming and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Let us be constantly alive to the great fact 
of the presence and action of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church 
and her members. Let us pray for his help and resolve never to make 
him sad through deliberate sin. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.737-741 
(The Holy Spirit and the church) 

-- 
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Monday of the seventh week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:8 You will receive the power of the Holy 

Spirit coming upon you, and you will be my witnesses, even to the 
ends of the earth, alleluia. 

Collect May the power of the Holy Spirit come to us, we pray, O 
Lord, that we may keep your will faithfully in mind and express it in 
a devout way of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 19:1-8; Psalm 68:2-7ab; John 16:29-33 

The disciples said to Jesus, Now you are speaking clearly and 
without figures of speech. Now we know that you know all things 
and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. 
This makes us believe that you came from God. You believe at last! 
Jesus answered. But a time is coming, and has come, when you will 
be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet 
/ am not alone, for my Father is with me. I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. (John 16:29-33) 
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Knowing by faith Many years ago I was quite struck by a 
position expressed to me in a conversation I was having with a 
relative of mine. As I recall it, we were discussing the firm position 
of the Catholic Church on some point of religious belief. The person 
I was explaining this to countered this by saying that we can’t be sure 
of anything really, because what seems true to one person is nothing 
more than that. It is just a personal perception. He meant that the 
human mind cannot absolutely attain the knowledge of what is 
objective. It came home to me then that a widespread and long¬ 
standing philosophical position was actually current at the grassroots 
level of ordinary citizens. For some centuries the foremost problem 
in (at least Anglo-Saxon) philosophy has been human knowledge. 
Man instinctively thinks — and indeed, knows — that when he 
knows something, he knows it precisely as something objective to 
him. It is not just a personal impression or persuasion. This is the 
voice of mankind, we may say, and all of society is built upon this 
conviction. If a person commits a crime, it would be laughable in the 
courts for him or anyone else to say — yes, you have proved my 
guilt, but this does not answer the fundamental question whether you 
or we can know anything objective. The functioning of everyday life 
is built on the conviction that we can know the objective order and 
we have responsibilities to live according to what is objectively right 
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and wrong. But much of philosophy asserts that all this means is that 
we think we know the objective order, and that in fact there is no 
means of knowing this for certain. There have been various answers 
to this, attempting to lay the philosophical basis for certain 
knowledge. It is certainly important for religion, unless religion is 
understood as merely a powerful and meaningful feeling. But if it is 
understood as involving the knowledge of God and his will, then a 
position which denies the possibility of certain knowledge will 
logically lead to agnosticism and atheism. But now, granted the 
power of the mind to know the objective order, there is a further 
question. It is, what is the means of attaining this objective 
knowledge? While for the vast proportion of human history and 
cultures it has been taken for granted that the most important realm 
of reality is unseen and unable to be seen, the opposite is the case for 
the modem (Western) era. We take for granted that the most 
important realm of reality, indeed the only realm of reality, is what is 
seen, touched, heard and subject to empirical testing. 

As already said, even in ordinary folk there can be found a 
scepticism as to the possibility of objective knowledge. But there 
can also be found in the average person, including young thinking 
people, the view that it is only what one can see, or feel, or hear, that 
can be counted as being certainly there. Only the empirical is real, 
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and the real is only empirical. The supernatural is a phantom, and 
this world is all that there is. Just as the prior assumption about the 
non-objectivity of knowledge will play havoc in religion, so will this 
assumption that there is nothing beyond what we can ourselves 
directly sense or measure or test. They are assumptions contrary to 
common sense, contrary to the voice of mankind, and certainly 
contrary to the religion of objective dogma. They are therefore 
contrary to the well-being of man and his vocation to sanctity and to 
life everlasting. Hidden within it there is often the assumption that 
ultimately the only basis of certain knowledge is personal sense 
knowledge. It is only what I myself have sensed, measured and 
tested that can be counted as certain knowledge. The acceptance of 
the word of another as an authority to be relied on is of no use for 
certain knowledge. All of this constitutes a downward spiral into 
general scepticism. What I am leading to here is the affirmation of 
the power of the human mind to know things, whether seen or 
unseen. This is not the place to justify this philosophically, except to 
observe that it is the general conviction of man because it is evident 
to him. Further, and this is particularly important, much of our 
certain knowledge is based on faith in the word of others. I am 
absolutely certain that there is a part of the world called Iceland. I 
have never seen it, but I am sure of it on the word of others. This 
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brings us to our Gospel today in which the disciples say to our Lord 
that “ now we know that you know all things and that you do not even 
need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that 
you came from God.” They had attained belief in Jesus Christ, and 
this belief in him brought certain knowledge of the things he revealed 
and spoke about. Belief was the basis of their knowledge of things 
unseen — belief in the person of Christ, and therefore in his word. 

Let us contemplate the joy of our Lord as he uttered the sigh of 
joy expressed in our Gospel passage: “ You believe at last 7” (John 
16:29-33). It was the goal of so much of his efforts, to bring his 
disciples and all others to belief in him, belief that the Father had 
sent him. Everything depended on this belief. The one who 
believes, he said to his disciples, will be saved. The one who refuses, 
will be condemned. Just before ascending to his heavenly Father, he 
commissioned them to go to the whole world and make disciples of 
all the nations. This is the work of the Church and of all her 
members, to believe in Jesus Christ and to bring the world to belief 
in him. It is the surest basis of all for certain knowledge of the things 
of God and it brings us to life everlasting. 

-<b»©«d>- 


-788 - 





Tuesday of the seventh week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:17-18 I am the first and the last, I was 

dead and am now alive. Behold, I am alive for ever and ever, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God, that the Holy 
Spirit, coming near and dwelling graciously within us, may make of 
us a perfect temple of his glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:17-27: Ps. 68:10-11, 20-21; John 17:1-1 la 

After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed: 
Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he 
might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me 
in your presence with the glory / had with you before the world 
began. I have revecded you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed 
your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes 
from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted 
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them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they 
believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the 
world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have 
is yours, and cdl you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still 
in the world, and 1 am coming to you. (John 17:1 -11 a) 

Christ’s prayer There are various ways of describing and 
defining religion. In general the word denotes a system of 
involvement and relationship with the deity, however he might be 
understood. It involves God (or the Absolute) on the one hand, and 
us in our living relationship with him on the other. How wonderfully 
is this the case in our Gospel today, in which John narrates the prayer 
of Jesus at the Last Supper. John was the beloved disciple, one to 
whom our Lord showed special marks of personal friendship, and 
one who was on terms of special trust and intimacy. We only have to 
think of the way he unhesitatingly asked our Lord who it was that 
would betray him, and of how our Lord divulged to him the one it 
would be. Our Lord’s words of prayer burnt themselves into his 
memory, and we might suppose that in the years following the 
Ascension and sending of the Holy Spirit, John wrote down the 
words of our Lord’s long prayer as he remembered them. They 
would have served for his own prayerful and doctrinal 
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contemplation, and as the basis of the Gospel he would later come to 
write. So he remembered how our Lord addressed his heavenly 
Father during the Last Supper. He raised his eyes and prayed, in his 
prayer telling the Father that the time had finally come. A little later 
he refers to his eternity with the Father before the world began. Let 
us imagine how the work of the redemption was in the mind of God 
from all eternity. The Son was about to suffer to the very end for the 
salvation of the world. The time long decreed has come. It would be 
the great feat of God in restoring the world to holiness, and so 
Christ’s crucifixion would be a glorification of himself, God the Son, 
and in doing that it would be a glorification of God the Father. 
‘’''Glorify your Son that your Son may glorify you .” This would be the 
result of his death on the Cross. When he rose from the dead and 
before he ascended into heaven, he told his disciples that all 
authority in heaven and on earth had been given to him. Here in his 
prayer he reveals why this authority has been given to him. It is in 
order that “he might give eternal life to all those you have given 
him.” 

In his prayer Christ now speaks more specifically of those who 
belong to him. This means not only his disciples who are gathered 
with him at the Last Supper. It means each of us. We have been 
given to Jesus by the Father, and he has been revealed to us by the 
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Son. “/ have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world ”, our Lord says. We belong to the Father and the Father has 
given each of us to Christ our Good Shepherd. He teaches us what 
the Father wishes us to do. “ They were yours; you gave them to me 
and they have obeyed your word.” In the word of Christ as it comes 
to us in the teaching, the witness, the life and the tradition of the 
Church, we have all we need for the life of religion. Our Lord on 
one occasion said that it is not those who say to him Lord, Lord! who 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of his 
Father in heaven. On another occasion he said, looking at the 
disciples who were listening to him. Anyone who does the will of my 
heavenly Father, he is my brother and my sister and my mother. On 
another occasion he said that the one who hears his words and puts 
them into practice is like a house built on rock. When the rain comes 
and the waters rise his house will stand because it is built on rock. 
Christ’s words are the words that bring everlasting life provided we 
both hear them and practise them. “ Now they know that everything 
you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you 
gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I 
came from you, and they believed that you sent me” (John 17:1-1 la). 
So in our passage today we have the grand realities of God who loves 
us with an eternal and undying love, and ourselves as subject to him 
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who is our Father. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit from all eternity had the plan to redeem and sanctify us. This 
plan is revealed by Jesus Christ and it is effected by Jesus Christ. 
The prayer of Christ at the Last Supper as presented by John places 
Christ at the summit of human history in what is the central concern 
of man: his salvation. 

In his prayer, Christ and the Father are presented to us. At 
Pentecost there would be a great revelation of the Holy Spirit, that 
divine Spirit to whom our Lord at various times referred and to 
whom he especially referred before he ascended into heaven. He 
was the Promise, just as before his own coming he, Christ, was the 
Promised One. Let us then profess our faith in Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit and make their redemptive mission the all-important mission 
of our own life. 
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Wednesday of the seventh week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously grant to your Church, O merciful God, that, 
gathered by the Holy Spirit, she may be devoted to you with all her 
heart and united in purity of intent. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:28-38; Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36ab; 

John 17:1 lb-19 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, Holy Father, keep 
true to your name those you have given to me so that they may be one 
as we are one. While I was with them I kept true to your name those 
whom you gave me. / have watched over them so that none has been 
lost except the one doomed to destruction, in fulfilment of the 
Scriptures. I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I 
am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated 
them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I 
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am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you 
sent me into the world, 1 have sent them into the world. For them 1 
dedicate myself that they too may be dedicated in the truth. (John 
17:1 lb-19) 

Christ’s prayer In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
prays his powerful and lofty prayer for his disciples, and in his prayer 
we have before us his plans and hopes. Our Lord’s love for his 
disciples is immediately evident and that love extends, of course, to 
all his disciples in every age and place. His concern is that they be 
faithful to the name of the Father. Keep those you have given me 
true to your name, our Lord prays. When we begin and end our 
prayers we make the sign of the Cross from forehead to chest and 
then to each shoulder. As we do this we call on the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. In doing this we are 
resolving to be true to the name of God the most holy Trinity. Let us 
always make the Sign of the Cross well. In asking that his disciples 
be kept true to the name of the Father, our Lord is praying that they 
be kept in their love for God and obedient to him. He, Christ, is our 
High Priest constantly interceding for us at the right hand of the 
Father, and this prayer that we be kept faithful continues in heaven. 
Let us depend on Christ’s intercession and let us pray that we may 
never fall away. He protects and guards us always. But this 
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protection does not take away the awesome gift of our free will 
which we can abuse. It is possible to turn one’s back on Christ and 
the Father. Despite being in our Lord’s company, despite having 
been chosen and watched over by Christ himself, Judas fell away. It 
is one of the greatest mysteries in history how a man could have done 
this. He was a friend of Christ himself, and at the very moment of 
betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane, Christ, the Son of God, 
addressed him as Friend. Yet he abandoned Christ and went over to 
the camp of Satan. We read in the Gospel of St John that Satan 
entered Judas during the Last Supper. So, due to the free and dark 
choice of Judas, Christ lost him. As we read, “7 have watched over 
them so that none has been lost except the one whom perdition 
claims for its own, in fulfilment of the Scriptures ” (John 17: lib-19). 
This is a grave lesson for all. St Paul writes that we must work out 
our salvation in fear and trembling. 

Christ does not pray that his disciples be taken out of the 
world, for he wants them in the world to do his work. God so loved 
the world that he sent his only-begotten Son into the world to save it. 
God loves the world and he wants his disciples to be in the world too 
so as, in union with himself who is the Saviour, to save it. But he 
prays that the Father will protect them from the evil one. Satan has 
already triumphed over one of Christ’s own. To Christ’s undoubted 
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grief Judas has been lost to him and so he prays that the Father will 
keep the others safe. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray to the Father that 
he will deliver us from all evil, most especially from the Evil One. 
Most notably, our Lord prays to the Father that he sanctify his 
disciples in the truth. The word of God is the truth, and sanctity will 
come from receiving the truth, knowing the truth, guarding the truth 
and living according to it whatever be the cost. Christ is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. When he stood before Pontius Pilate, Christ 
said that he had come into the world to bear witness to the Truth and 
that those who are of the Truth listen to his voice. This testimony 
fell on uncomprehending ears with Pilate who only replied, “ What is 
truth ?” When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, the disciples and the 
infant Church were confirmed in the Truth and began to bear witness 
to it with remarkable boldness and courage. This has been the 
mission of the Church and the Church’s members ever since, to bear 
witness to the Truth especially under persecution of one form or 
another. Incomprehension, resistance and opposition must be 
expected, our Lord repeatedly warned. The life of the Christian must 
be grounded in the truth revealed by Jesus. Nothing compares in 
importance with this, and fidelity to the truth of Jesus is what takes a 
person to sanctity. This revealed truth which sanctifies is found in 
the witness, the teaching and the life of the Church which Christ 
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founded on Peter and the Apostles. The Church, the body of Christ, 
is the pillar of truth bringing sanctity to her members. 

Let us resolve to be true to the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit and let us rely on the grace of Christ to do this. He 
intercedes for us continually before the Father. Let us understand 
that sanctity comes through daily fidelity to the truth revealed by 
Jesus. That truth, that divine revelation, that Good News, is brought 
to us by the Church in her authoritative teaching and in her divinely 
inspired Book, the Holy Scriptures. Through the Church’s Tradition 
and her Scriptures — especially the Gospels — Christ speaks his 
truth to us from generation to generation, and living in this truth is 
what will take us to sanctity and to life everlasting. 

-- 
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Thursday of the seventh week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 4:16 With boldness let us approach the 

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace as a 
timely help, alleluia. 

Collect May your Spirit, O Lord, we pray, imbue us powerfully with 
spiritual gifts, that he may give us a mind pleasing to you and 
graciously conform us to your will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Psalm 16:l-2a and 5, 7-11; 

John 17:20-26 

Jesus prayed, My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 
those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. Father, 1 want those you have 
given me to be with me where / am, and to see my glory, the glory 
you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
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world. Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, 1 
know you, and they know that you have sent me. 1 have made you 
known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that 
the love you have for me may be in them and that 1 myself may be in 
them. (John 17:20-26) 

Christian unity In the early Church it was famously quoted 
of the pagans that they said of the Christians, How they love one 
another! It was a striking badge of the Church especially in the age of 
persecution and was undoubtedly a major factor in the eventual 
triumph of the Christian religion in the Roman Empire. The 
Church’s proclamation of her doctrine went hand in hand with the 
witness of her fraternal charity. This having been said, it must 
nevertheless also be said that one of the very striking things about 
Christianity through the centuries has been not only its doctrine but 
its disunity. From the earliest years Christians have been divided. 
The age of Roman persecution — more or less the first three 
centuries — kept a lid on this disunity, even though there was plenty 
of disunity nevertheless. Gnostic and other sects strained in various 
directions with their reinterpretations and misinterpretations of Christ 
and his teaching. But once the Christian religion became established 
in the Empire, disunity emerged with a vengeance. The greatest 
outbreak was almost immediate with the heresy of the Alexandrian 
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priest Arius provoking the calling of the Council of Nicea. This was 
followed by a tremendous rift in doctrinal allegiance throughout the 
fourth century. And so it has gone on. Mahomet in the early seventh 
century drew very many of his religious notions from Jewish and 
Christian currents in his immediate environment, and his poor 
notions of Christianity would have been drawn from the tangled 
Christian sects and movements of his experience. In response to 
division and heresy. Council after Council convened and pronounced 
on Christian doctrine. Doctrine was clarified and developed, but the 
problem of unity within the Church continued. Gradually the Eastern 
Church drifted from the Western and finally in the eleventh century 
the communion between the Pope and the Patriarch of 
Constantinople was ruptured. More heresies saw the light of day, 
harbingers of the great Protestant rupture of the sixteenth century. 
This came and went, and in our day Christianity is found to be 
greatly divided into countless sects, though much less rancorous. 

That is the phenomenon of the Christian religion and there are 
those who are of the opinion that there is nothing especially 
untoward about this situation. They do not think that Christian unity 
is necessarily part of the plan of God. But no. Our Gospel passage 
today shows clearly what is the plan of Christ. He wants all his 
disciples to be one. “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 
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those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” 
(John 17:20-26). Christ’s disciples are called to share in the oneness 
that obtains between the Father and the Son within the life of the 
most holy Trinity. The Father and the Son are distinct divine persons 
but are one in the Holy Spirit. All Christ’s disciples together are 
called to share in this divine communion. Concretely, this means 
sharing in the oneness that pertained to the body of the Twelve, a 
oneness in their common acceptance of the person and doctrine of 
Jesus Christ. Could a situation be imagined in which there were five 
or six of the Twelve following our Lord and in full communion with 
him, while at the same time being out of communion with the other 
five or six who were themselves living in a separate communion with 
Jesus? The notion is absurd and would have been intolerable to our 
Lord himself. He called them to a common communion and 
friendship with him. Moreover, he appointed one of them to be the 
very Rock on which he would build his Church. They had a 
common mission and were, in common, the foundation stones of the 
Church which Christ said he was building. How is the unity Christ 
prayed for ever to be achieved? An absolutely essential means is 
through the Church which Christ himself built. You are Peter, he 
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said, and on this rock I will build my Church. / will give to you the 
keys of the Kingdom of heaven. The Apostles were the foundation 
stones with Peter the visible Rock. Being a disciple of Christ, then, 
involves yearning and working for the unity Christ prayed for. This 
unity entails full communion with his Church founded on Peter and 
the Apostles, together with an understanding of where that Church 
subsists. 

Let us pray for Christian unity just as Christ prayed for it. The 
salvation of the world is at stake because our Lord prayed that u they 
be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me.’’’’ Let us do all we 
can to live in unity with our brothers and sisters in Christ, knowing 
that a most powerful witness to the truth is given as a result of 
brothers living in unity. Above all, let us depend on the power of the 
Holy Spirit. His might is without end, and he can unite hearts and 
minds in a way beyond imagining. 

-- 
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Friday of the seventh week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:5-6 Christ loved us and washed us clean 

of our sins by his Blood, and made us into a kingdom, priests for his 
God and Father, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the glorification of your Christ and the light 
of the Holy Spirit have unlocked for us the gates of eternity, grant, 
we pray, that, partaking of so great a gift, our devotion may grow 
deeper and our faith be strengthened. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 25:13b-21; Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; 

John 21:15-19 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these? Yes, Lord, 
he said, you know that I love you. Jesus said, Feed my lambs. Again 
Jesus said, Simon son of John, do you truly love me? He answered, 
Yes, Lord, you know that 1 love you. Jesus said, Take care of my 
sheep. The third time he said to him, Simon son of John, do you love 
me? Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, Do you 
love me? He said, Lord, you know all things; you know that / love 
you. Jesus said, Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when you were 
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younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when 
you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go. Jesus said this 
to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then 
he said to him, Follow me! (John 21:15-19) 

The office of Peter When we look carefully at the last two 
chapters of St John’s Gospel — which narrate the resurrection 
appearances of our Lord — we notice that there is a summing up of 
the Gospel at the end of the first of the two, chapter 20. John makes 
a general comment about the signs Jesus did and explains the 
purpose of his writing the Gospel. It was written in order that the 
reader may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and 
believing this he may find life in his name. But then another chapter 
begins. The chapter that has just finished was about the risen 
Christ’s appearances to various of his disciples, which is to say the 
infant Church — Mary Magdalene, the Eleven, and finally the 
doubting Thomas, ending with his magnificent profession of faith. 
This next chapter 21 looks like an addition to what might have been 
the original conclusion of the Gospel. It has its own conclusion in 
which it is said that “we” vouch for the testimony of the beloved 
disciple who has written these things. This chapter is about Christ’s 
relationship with Peter and John the beloved disciple. Most 
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especially, though, it is about Peter’s relationship with Christ. It 
speaks of the office Christ entrusted him with and of the love Christ 
expected of him and which Peter gave. Among the disciples Peter is 
shown to have the primacy. In this sense it is a chapter which throws 
light on the plan of the risen Jesus for his Church. So let us consider 
our Gospel passage. The first thing that is evident is the prominence 
of Simon Peter. Seven of the Eleven are at the sea of Tiberius and it 
is Simon Peter who announces he is going fishing, and they go with 
him. Christ calls from the shore and the beloved disciple tells Peter 
it is the Lord. Even though he is not denominated “the beloved 
disciple” Peter appears as the one who loves Jesus the most, for he 
immediately jumps into the water and makes his way ahead of the 
others towards the risen Jesus. The others follow and so it also 
portrays Peter leading all to him. At Christ’s command he goes and 
draws the net on to the shore, symbolic again of Peter bringing to 
Christ those in the net of the Church. 

But then, and most importantly, the chapter tells us what the 
risen Christ expected of Peter and appointed him to. As narrated in 
St Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 16: 18-19), during his public 
ministry Christ appointed Peter to be the Rock of the Church he will 
build and stated that he will give to him the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. We notice that in that text Christ uses the future tense: he 
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“will build” his Church on Peter whom he is now appointing to be 
the Rock. He “will give” to him the keys of the Kingdom of heaven. 
It is surely a pointer to the work of the risen Jesus and especially to 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Here in our Gospel today, narrating the 
risen Christ’s conversation with Simon Peter, we have his 
confirmation of Peter’s role. He asks him three times. Do you love 
me? The foundation of the entire Christian life is to be a personal 
love for the risen Jesus, and this is most especially the case with the 
life of the shepherds of Christ’s flock, and supremely the case with 
the chief shepherd. Do you love me more than these others do? 
(John 21:15-19) That is the question Christ asks of Peter. He was 
giving to Peter the primacy over the disciples, over the Eleven, and 
over all of Christ’s flock. Feed my lambs. Feed my sheep , he says. 
It is the supreme responsibility. He therefore asks him if he loves 
him more than these others do. It is the duty Christ places before 
Peter, and the implication of the chapter is that Peter did indeed love 
Christ more than the others. He, then, is a prototype of all the 
ordained pastors of Christ’s flock and especially of all successors of 
St Peter himself. If that love for Jesus is missing, then his divinely 
appointed mission will be profoundly at threat. Perhaps our Lord 
was indirectly reminding Simon of his threefold denial before the 
cock crew during the Passion. Perhaps he was reminding him also of 
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what happened to Judas, whom our Lord addressed as his friend at 
the moment of betrayal in the garden. Peter, conscious of his 
failings, assured our Lord that he loved him. The pastors of Christ’s 
flock must lead the way in love for Jesus. They must tend the flock, 
while recognizing the pre-eminent responsibility given to Peter over 
all who are members of Christ’s flock. The pastors, united under 
Peter, tend the flock and should lead the way in love. 

It is a beautiful scene in which Christ entrusts his Church to 
Peter, who knows that he is a man of weakness. Christ asks him to 
love him with all his heart and to love him more than the other 
disciples. He tells him to feed his sheep and his lambs. He is to 
follow Jesus with all his heart no matter what the cost unto death. 
This is what Peter did, and this is what all the disciples of Christ 
must do, most especially the ordained pastors of Christ’s Church, and 
most importantly the chief pastor, the successor of the Apostle Peter. 
Let us take up the baton and run with it. 

-- 
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Saturday of the seventh week in Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:14 The disciples devoted themselves 

with one accord to prayer with the women, and Mary the Mother of 
Jesus, and his brethren, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have celebrated 
the paschal festivities, may by your gift hold fast to them in the way 
that we live our lives. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7; 

John 21:20-25 

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them. (This was the one who had leaned back on Jesus ’ 
chest at the supper and had said, Lord, who is going to betray you?) 
When Peter saw him, he asked, Lord, what about him? Jesus 
answered, If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 
you? You must follow me. Because of this, the rumour spread among 
the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say 
that he would not die; he only said, If I want him to remain alive 
until I return, what is that to you? This is the disciple who testifies to 
these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony 
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is true. There are many other things that Jesus did. If every one of 
them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would 
not have room for the books that would be written. (John 21:20-25) 

The beloved disciple Our Gospel passage today is from a 
chapter that sets forth the relationship between Jesus and Peter. 
Jesus has appointed Peter to look after his sheep. He is to be the 
chief shepherd of Christ’s flock and will bear witness to Jesus until 
death, a death that Jesus hints will be martyrdom. He requires of 
Peter that he love him more than the others and the chapter obliquely 
suggests that indeed Peter does. Our passage today (John 21:20-25), 
ending the chapter, also refers to John the author of the Gospel, who 
throughout the account is described as u the disciple Jesus loved.’’’’ It 
seems to have been manifest to the other disciples that Christ showed 
the young John special marks of friendship and understanding. 
From the fact that this is a kind of title for John in the Gospel, one 
suspects that this was known also in the infant Church. After all, at 
Calvary Christ entrusted his mother to John, and John to his mother 
and this too would have been widely known. But we read in the 
Gospels that Christ enjoyed special friendships with others too. For 
instance, we are told that Jesus “loved” Lazarus and his sisters 
Martha and Mary. We also remember how the rich young man, a 
man of excellent qualities, approached Jesus to ask him what he must 
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do to gain eternal life. We are told that Jesus looked on him and 
“loved him.” How tragic it was that the young man walked away 
from Christ’s invitation! The reference in our passage today to “the 
disciple Jesus loved” brings us to the thought of the love of Christ. 
Christ loves all and he gave his life for all. St Paul writes with 
passion in one of his Letters that “Christ loved me and gave himself 
up for me!” The way our Lord shows his love for us varies from 
person to person, but there is nothing more certain than that he does 
indeed love each of us. Consider what must have been the intimacy 
of friendship of Christ for Mary his holy mother and for his 
foster-father Joseph. But the Gospels do not describe at length the 
manifestations of this friendship. So too with us. We can be utterly 
assured that whatever life brings, the love of Christ for us is certain, 
whatever be its particular manifestations. Christ’s love for us is the 
rock of life. 

The foundation of the Christian life and indeed of any life is 
the love of God for us. It is the principle and the foundation. On 
this basis, on the basis of God’s special choice of each of us in 
Christ, we build the structure of our life’s path. Let us ask ourselves 
as we think of “the disciple Jesus loved”, what is the foundation of 
my life? On what do I rely and on what do I build my plans and my 
hopes? I am following a path or dealing with what life is bringing. 
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Well, what is the basis of all this? The basis ought to be the love of 
God for me, and that love is revealed in Christ the Son of God and 
my Redeemer. A couple marry and resolve to make the basis of 
their lives the love they have for one another and their promise of 
mutual fidelity. On that foundation they build their lives. The 
ultimate foundation of the life of the Christian is the love Christ has 
for him or her. The foundation of John’s life became the love Christ 
had for him and it is shown in his chosen title, “the disciple Jesus 
loved.” St Paul thought of his own life in the same terms. Christ 
loved me and gave himself up for me , he wrote. We, each of us, can 
do the same. We do not have to worry about the good or special 
fortune of this or that other disciple of Christ. We do not have to 
concern ourselves with the fact that this or that other disciple seems 
to have received more special and obvious marks of consideration 
from God. God loves me! All I need do, then, is follow Christ. We 
are told in our Gospel passage that, after being given his mission in 
life, Peter asked our Lord, what about him — the “beloved disciple”? 
Our Lord told him, in effect, to mind his own business. Leave that 
to me, the Lord. You, you just follow me! That is all we need to do. 
So cast aside all regrets and bitterness if there be any, put away all 
comparisons with others and their lot, and be content in the love of 
Christ which is most surely yours, and day by day follow him. 
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The only thing which ultimately we need in life is the love of 
Christ and his grace to respond to it. All else we should strive to be 
detached from. If other good things come our way then we ought be 
grateful, but if they do not and if indeed things are taken from us, 
well, let God so dispose. But the one thing we do have and which 
we must have is his personal love for us. It is this which we must 
grow in and we will grow in it if we follow Jesus, day by day. Let 
us pray for the grace to do this. Give me your love and your grace, 
O Lord! 
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Pentecost Sunday (Vigil Mass) 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 5:5; cf. 8:11 The love of God has been 
poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who willed the Paschal Mystery 
to be encompassed as a sign in fifty days, grant that from out of the 
scattered nations the confusion of many tongues may be gathered by 
heavenly grace into one great confession of your name. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Or: Grant, we 
pray, almighty God, that the splendour of your glory may shine forth 
upon us and that, by the bright rays of the Holy Spirit, the light of 
your light may confirm the hearts of those bom again by your grace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 37:1-14; Psalm 105; 

Romans 8: 22-27; John 7:37-39 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said 
in a loud voice, If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living 
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water will flow from within him. By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the 
Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
(John 7: 37-39) 

The divine Spirit Let us imagine the scene of our Gospel. 
St John takes us back to an event in which our Lord promises the gift 
of the Holy Spirit to those who believe in him. It is the Feast of 
Tabernacles, and Jesus has secretly come up from Galilee to 
Jerusalem (John 7: 10). Then suddenly he began teaching publicly 
in the Temple, and his doctrine, his mastery of the Scriptures and 
mode of address amazed all (7:15). Despite the fact that he was 
virtually a wanted man (7:25), he spoke with the utmost boldness in 
the Temple (7:26). In the Chapter, there are two occasions when our 
Lord is described as standing in the Temple and crying out ( ekraxen ), 
indicating the power and unflinching assurance with which he 
announced his message. The first is in chapter 7:28, when he states 
before all that he was sent by the Father, whom they did not know. 
He was speaking in the tradition of the great prophets, with his own 
authority as one coming from God. While the leaders tried to take 
him, they could not, and “many believed in him” (7:31). He knew 
his death was looming on the horizon. Then comes the second 
occasion when he stood in the Temple and cried out. It was “ on the 
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last day, the great day of the Feast,” and “Jesus stood and cried out 
( ekraxen )” before the people. It indicates the solemnity of his 
message and the authority he had to proclaim it. His message is that 
he is the one who can slake mankind’s thirst. If a person is thirsty, 
let him come to him and drink. If a person believes in Jesus, the 
fountain from which he will drink will rise within him (John 7:37- 
39). St John tells us that this did not refer to what Jesus would do 
there and then. It referred to a future Gift, foreshadowed by the 
many gifts of healing and light which Christ bestowed on people 
then. The future Gift would come when he was glorified, and which 
would begin to be given on the day our Lord rose from the dead. On 
the evening of that day, he appeared to his disciples and conferred on 
them the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Our Lord promised this Gift of living water, and did so 
publicly. Let us contemplate what must have been the love and 
longing in our Lord’s heart in respect to the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is not just some divine force or energy, the power with which 
God gets things done. He is a distinct Person, every bit a Person as 
is the Son or the Father. He thinks and wills and works as the God 
he is. Just as the Son is other than the Father as a Person, so, as a 
Person, the Holy Spirit is other than both the Son and the Father. 
Inasmuch as the Son is the same being as the Father, he is absolutely 
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equal to the Father. He is the one God, as much as the Father is the 
one God. Inasmuch as he is generated eternally by the Father, as 
Son he looks to the Father with love, reverence and obedience. Thus 
he referred to the Father as greater than he. So too the Holy Spirit, 
inasmuch as he proceeds from the Father and the Son as their divine 
Spirit, looks to both Father and Son with love, reverence and a divine 
spirit of service. His mission is to take what is given to him from 
the Father and the Son and bring it to its full flourishing. He teaches 
the disciples what the Son has revealed to them, reminding them of 
all he has said. He guides them to all truth. Revealingly, our Lord 
tells us more of the dynamic, as we might express it, within the Holy 
Trinity. The Holy Spirit will not speak of himself. Whatever he 
hears, that is what he shall speak. He will glorify the Son, for he 
will receive from the Son and show it to the disciples. The Son 
looks to the Father and reveals what he has received from the Father, 
abasing himself before the Father to whom he is equal in being. So, 
too, the Holy Spirit looks to the Father and the Son, abasing himself 
before the Father and the Son to whom he is entirely equal in being. 
He makes known the Son and teaches what the Father has revealed in 
and through the Son. Humility characterises the life of God, and the 
love of each Person for the other in the Holy Trinity is humble and 
serving. The love of Jesus for the Holy Spirit, the Gift he refers to 
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in our passage today, is ineffable and indescribable, as is the love of 
the Holy Spirit for Jesus and the Father. 

Let us hear in our hearts the words of Jesus Christ uttered with 
such power and solemnity in the Temple on the great day of the 
Feast. He is referring to the greatest Gift he will give, the gift of the 
Spirit whom he so loves. The holy Spirit, so mighty and powerful, 
is humble and serving of the Son who gives to him what he is to 
announce to the disciples. The Spirit is self-effacing before the 
Father and the Son, and serves them with infinite love. He glorifies 
the Son and makes possible the fruit issuing from his mission. The 
divine Spirit is loveable beyond all possible description. Let us 
learn to love the Holy Spirit, then, as does the Father and the Son. 

-- 
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Pentecost Sunday (Mass of the Day) 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 1:7 The Spirit of the Lord has filled the 
whole world and that which contains all things understands what is 
said, alleluia. Or: Rom 5:5; cf. 8:11 The love of God has been 
poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast sanctify 
your whole Church in every people and nation, pour out, we pray, the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit across the face of the earth and, with the 
divine grace that was at work when the Gospel was first proclaimed, 
fill now once more the hearts of believers. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 

1 Corinth. 12:3b-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, Peace be with you! After he scud 
this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with 
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he 
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breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 
are not forgiven. (John 20:19-23) 

The Spirit and the Church I remember watching a 

television series on the life of Christ and it was interspersed with 
commentary by various New Testament and patristic scholars. I was 
struck by how many regarded Jesus as beginning a “movement.” 
That is how they referred to the early Church. It was a mere 
movement. I suppose those who thought of the work of Christ in 
this way considered the plethora of Christian bodies that characterize 
Christianity as the natural upshot of what must have been no more 
than an early “movement” emanating from the work of Jesus Christ. 
It was a movement of faith and ideas, and various individuals struck 
out in different directions from the original impulse according as 
they felt called. But that is all wrong. Christ founded his Church. 
It had a definite structure. It was a new beginning of the people of 
God, building on the old. It had its twelve patriarchs, who were the 
Twelve Apostles referred to in the Gospels as the Twelve. One 
among them was appointed by Christ to be the visible rock of the 
entire edifice and to whom he gave the keys to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. He had the authority to bind and to loose and what he 
determined would be ratified in heaven. That person was Simon, 
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whom Christ renamed Peter, the Rock. The Twelve together were 
the foundation stones. Christ had said he would build his Church 
and the gates of Hell would not prevail against it. Well now, when 
did Christ’s Church as such come into being? When was it born] 
During his public ministry Christ had around him the Twelve whom 
repeatedly he sent out to preach and to work miracles, and so to 
prepare for his coming. He had various disciples, many of whom 
were also sent out. Was the Church as such yet bom? No. It was 
being formed but it needed a decisive element to give it life and 
power, and that was the promised Spirit. Once they had received the 
Spirit, Christ’s disciples would be in him and he in them. He would 
be their head and they would be his members sharing in his life, and 
that, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost. It is the day we 
celebrate Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church, bringing her 
to birth. St Luke in his Acts of the Apostles, informs us that Christ 
directed his disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to await the 
promised Spirit. With this they would receive power and they 
would witness to Jesus to the ends of the earth. That is to say, things 
would begin then. All this happened at Pentecost. But in his 
Gospel, John tells us something that Luke had not mentioned. He 
tells us that on rising from the dead, Jesus told Mary Magdalene that 
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he was ascending to his Father: “go and find the brothers, and tell 
them: 1 am ascending to my Father and your Father'’’ (John 20:17). 
Then as we read in our passage today, that very evening he gave to 
the Apostles (the Eleven) the gift of the Holy Spirit. It seems that in 
John’s account, Christ ascended to the Father on the day he rose 
from the dead and on that very day he returned to give a portion of 
the great gift to the Eleven who would be the foundation stones. 
The great gift of the Holy Spirit came from the Father and the Son, 
and with that gift to the Apostles the Church began to be bom, 
starting with the Eleven. In this gift Christ endowed his Apostles 
with a share in his mission and in his divine power to forgive sins 
(John 20:19-23). It was the first instalment of the Holy Spirit to the 
Church, given in the first instance to the foundation stones. Soon, 
which is to say after our Lord’s final ascension to the Father which 
was witnessed by many more of his disciples, there would be the full 
gift of the Spirit given not only to the Apostles but to the entire infant 
Church as well. At that the Church began to act with power. Its 
birth was complete. The Apostles and the disciples with Mary the 
mother of Jesus in their midst, came alive as a body led by their 
unseen Head. The Church began to witness to the truth of Jesus 
with power and remarkable effect. Today we think of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and the gift of the Church that came into being as a result 
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of the action of the Spirit. The Church is Christ’s creation, his body. 
By means of his Church he is brought to the world, and all of this by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Today we ought say with special devotion that part of the 
Creed in which the Christian professes to believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins and life everlasting. All of this we think of when we think of 
Pentecost. From the Church we have received the gift of the Spirit 
and that Spirit grows within us through the Church’s ministry of the 
Word and the Sacraments. Let us then live fully in the Church and 
fully in the Spirit, for in this way we shall live fully in Christ. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.731-741 
(The Holy Spirit and the church of the “Last” times) 

-- 
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The Season of 
Ordinary 
Time 



Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

Entrance Antiphon Blest be God the Father, and the Only Begotten 
Son of God, and also the Holy Spirit, for he has shown us his 
merciful love. 

Collect God our Father, who by sending into the world the Word of 
truth and the Spirit of sanctification made known to the human race 
your wondrous mystery, grant us, we pray, that in professing the true 
faith, we may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory and adore 
your Unity, powerful in majesty. Through our Ford Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteron. 4:32-34, 39-40; Ps 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22; 

Romans 8:14-17; Matthew 28:16-20 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and 
said, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything l have commanded you. And surely 
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/ am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:16- 

20 ) 


The Holy Trinity I once heard (and viewed on the Internet) 
a debate between a Catholic theologian and a couple of Protestant 
theologians. I thought both sides would have felt they did well 
against the other. The discussion was largely on the doctrine of the 
Scriptures and one thing that was said at one point was that the New 
Testament did not formulate the doctrine of the Trinity with the same 
unambiguous clarity as did later Ecumenical Councils, particularly 
the Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople, from which has come the 
Nicene Creed. Of course this is true. But no one in the debate meant 
to imply that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity was not a teaching of 
the New Testament. It was merely being pointed out that the 
inspired writers did not intend to give to the doctrine the crystal clear 
and even technical expression that has later doctrinal errors in mind. 
Our Gospel today is taken from the end of the Gospel of St Matthew, 
and we shall soon consider it. But the Gospel of St John has many 
references to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. When our Lord 
rose from the dead he appeared to his disciples and gave them the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, saying that just as the Father had sent him so 
he was sending them. In that simple sentence our Lord is referring to 
the three divine Persons — the Father, himself and the Holy Spirit. 
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A week later, in the same chapter, he appears again and this time 
evokes the magnificent profession of faith from Thomas: “My Lord 
and my God \” In other words, the risen Jesus, as he had done during 
his public ministry, reveals the mystery of one God in three distinct 
divine persons. So too the same revelation is evident in our passage 
today from the Gospel of St Matthew. The scene is our Lord’s final 
parting from this earth. He has risen from the dead and he is 
entrusting to his disciples a world mission. All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to him. In saying this he implicitly 
refers to the equality he enjoys with his heavenly Father, at whose 
right hand he is soon to be seated. Let us then consider the terms of 
the mission entrusted to the disciples. They are expressed very 
clearly and they tell us of God and the way to salvation. 

The Eleven are to go to the whole world and make disciples of 
all the nations. This means that the whole world is called to follow 
Jesus Christ. Every man and woman has this calling, but the call 
must reach them and that is the divinely-given task of the Church. 
They become disciples of Jesus Christ by accepting in faith the 
message of the Church of the Apostles, being baptized and then 
following the commandments that Christ has taught. It involves, 
incidentally, not just faith, nor just baptism, but active obedience to 
Christ’s teaching in deed. But the first thing in discipleship is faith 
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and baptism. Baptism is baptism in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. The believer is baptised into the life of 
God and God is three persons, each of whom is spoken of by our 
Lord as on a par one with the other. Our Lord does not say that the 
Eleven are to baptize simply in the name of God, rather they are to 
baptise in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit (Matthew 28:16-20). The one and only God is the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, three distinct persons, each of whom is 
the one and only God. The central mystery of the Christian faith and 
life is the mystery of the most blessed Trinity. While God has left 
traces of his Trinitarian being imprinted on creation and implicit in 
certain Old Testament references, his inmost being as the Holy 
Trinity is inaccessible to reason alone and to Israel’s faith prior to the 
coming of Christ. It was Jesus Christ, as proclaimed by the Church 
and recorded in the New Testament, who revealed this great fact 
about God. God is Father because he generated from all eternity his 
only begotten Son who is his image and word. The Son is equal to 
the Father in that he is the same one and only God, but he is distinct 
as a person from the Father in that the Father alone is the origin 
without origin in the life of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit, the third 
divine person, proceeds from the Father and the Son and is equal to 
both, being the same one and only God. The Father is Father of all. 
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His only-begotten Son is our Redeemer and our divine Lord. The 
Holy Spirit is the gift of the Father and the Son and he is our Guide 
and Sanctifier. 

There is a wonderful yet very simple prayer that I would 
recommend to all as they begin and end every prayer. It is, “In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” There is 
another prayer I would recommend that every Christian often pray. 
It is, “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning, is now and every shall be, world without 
end.” Our whole life ought be Trinitarian in the sense of being based 
explicitly on faith in the most holy Trinity, one God in three divine 
Persons. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.232-248 
(The revelation of God as Trinity) 

-- 
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Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 81 (80): 17 He fed them with the finest 

wheat and satisfied them with honey from the rock 

Collect O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament have left us a 
memorial of your Passion, grant us, we pray, so to revere the sacred 
mysteries of your Body and Blood that we may always experience in 
ourselves the fruits of your redemption. Who live and reign with 
God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 24:3-8; Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18; 

Hebrews 9:11-15; Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was 
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus ’ disciples asked him, 
Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the 
Passover? So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, Go into the 
city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 
Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher asks: Where is 
my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples? ’ He 
will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make 
preparations for us there. The disciples left, went into the city and 
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found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the 
Passover. While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take it; this is my body. 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they cdl 
drank from it. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many, he said to them. / tell you the truth, / will not drink agcdn 
of the fruit of the vine until that day when 1 drink it anew in the 
kingdom of God. When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. (Mark 14:12-16, 22-26) 

The Eucharist Certain crisis moments in our Lord’s public 
ministry can be identified. For instance, there is the crisis relating to 
the leaders of the Jews. We notice their hostile reaction to our 
Lord’s observance of the Sabbath, to his forgiveness of sins, and to 
his claims. They understood clearly that for all his manifest 
veneration for his heavenly Father, our Lord was making himself 
equal to God. There is a different and yet particularly significant 
crisis moment in our Lord’s ministry, and St John tells us that it 
occurred when he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. The 
other Gospels suggest that having left Nazareth — being driven out 
because of his claims — he went and made Capernaum the centre of 
his operations in Galilee. When there, he may have resided in the 
house of one or other of his disciples, perhaps that of Simon, or Levi. 
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He did many miracles there and we can assume that Capernaum 
occupied a special place in his heart. Now, St John tells us in his 
sixth chapter that it was in the synagogue at Capernaum that our 
Lord announced one of the most striking of his teachings and he did 
so very explicitly. It was the doctrine of the Eucharist. Nothing like 
it had ever been preached to the House of Israel. Moreover, despite 
its extraordinary and totally mysterious nature, he announced it 
publicly. The result was that many of his disciples left him. One 
even gets the impression that while there were certainly disciples 
who remained and who became the infant Church, because of what 
our Lord said a considerable proportion left him. This is surely 
indicated by the fact that our Lord turns to the Twelve and asks if 
they plan to go too. It was a notable walk-out, we might say. They 
left him because they could not accept his teaching. The teaching 
was that in order to live forever they must eat his flesh and drink his 
blood. Christ insisted. His flesh was real food and his blood was 
real drink, and this food must be truly eaten and drunk. The one who 
did this would live forever in him just as he lived in the Lather. 

The doctrine of the Eucharist was a real test of faith and Simon 
Peter, speaking for the Apostles, rose magnificently to meet the test. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life and 
we believe. There was one exception. Our Lord responded to 
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Simon’s profession of faith by saying that one of the Twelve was a 
devil. John tells us that he was referring to Judas, and it looks as if 
the doctrine of the Eucharist was the prompt for Judas’s turning away 
from our Lord in his heart. We read in the Gospels that after many 
of our Lord’s public discourses his disciples would ask him later 
what he meant by, say, a particular parable. But in St John’s account 
of this explicit and public instruction on the Eucharist our Lord does 
not indicate either publicly or to his disciples privately how he is 
going to enable his flesh to be eaten and his blood to be drunk and by 
everyone. He states the doctrine and asks for faith in his word. He 
had done all that was possible to show his almighty power. Nothing 
was impossible for him. Now he was giving a critical test and on it 
he staked discipleship. He was prepared to see the sheep separated 
from the goats, as it were, and the time had arrived for those who 
were his own to follow him in earnest. Our Lord left all explanation 
to later, indeed to the very end just before his passion and death. It 
was at the Last Supper that our Lord revealed his great gift, the gift 
of the Eucharist. He would give his body to be eaten and his blood 
to be drunk sacramentally. It would be the great Sacrament of the 
new covenant, the Sacrament par excellence, the very summit of 
Christian discipleship and its constant source. So it is that ever since 
the beginning the Church has treasured this Sacrament above all 
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other gifts of Christ. It is the test of faith in the initial moment of 
hearing it, as at Capernaum. It is also and especially the test of faith 
in our ongoing presence before the Eucharist and when receiving it at 
Mass. When we think of Jesus we ought in the first instance to think 
of the Eucharist. 

At Mass, by the power of Christ acting in and through the 
ordained priest the reality of the bread and wine is changed into the 
reality of the risen Jesus in all his divinity and humanity. Let us 
resolve to grow in a lively faith in this sublime mystery that is so 
very available to Christ’s Faithful. Our faith will be protected and 
nourished by an active and prayerful reverence. Whenever we are in 
the church where the Blessed Sacrament is present, let us then 
distinguish ourselves by our constant reverence in all our thoughts, 
all our speech and all our actions. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 1333- 
1336 (The signs of bread and wine and the new meaning given them) 

-- 
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Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 33 (32): 11, 19 The designs of his Heart are 

from age to age, to rescue their souls from death, and to keep them 
alive in famine. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who glory in the 
Heart of your beloved Son and recall the wonders of his love for us, 
may be made worthy to receive an overflowing measure of grace 
from that fount of heavenly gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Or: O God, who in the Heart of 
your Son, wounded by our sins, bestow on us in mercy the boundless 
treasures of your love, grant, we pray, that, in paying him the 
homage of our devotion, we may also offer worthy reparation. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Isaiah 12:2-6; 

Ephesians 3:8-12, 14-19; John 19:31-37 

Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be 
a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on 
the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs 
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broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and 
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, 
and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found 
that he was cdready dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of 
the soldiers pierced Jesus ’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow 
of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and 
his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies 
so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the 
scripture would be fulfilled: Not one of his bones will be broken, and, 
as another scripture says, They will look on the one they have 
pierced. (John 19: 31-37) 

Devotion to the Heart of Christ It is interesting to notice 
how certain parts of the body have become symbols and metaphors. 
We speak of the “eye” of the storm, or the Evil Eye. We speak of a 
person having “an eye” for some particular matter. Again, we speak 
of a person taking something “in hand.” In the Gospel it is said of the 
young John the Baptist that as he grew, “the hand” of the Lord was 
with him. We speak of giving a person a “helping hand.” Again, we 
speak of someone being “the head” of a corporation, and the husband 
being “the head” of the family. Christ is “the head” of the Church 
which is his “body”. We speak of some item being at “the foot” of a 
list of things. Our Lord spoke of “the linger” of God. We speak of 
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life “smiling” on someone. We say that we do not like “the smell” of 
something, as if the nose is involved. In the same vein, the “heart” of 
man has long been an image of the inner core of his spirit. We speak 
of a great person having a great “heart”, and we refer to “the heart of 
the matter.” So natural are these expressions that we can even fail to 
notice that they are metaphors. When we refer to “the heart of the 
matter” the issue under consideration will not normally have a 
biological heart. We are referring to the core of the matter. When I 
say that I know “in my heart” that something is true even if I cannot 
explain it, I am not saying that I know this in my biological heart. It 
is a metaphor and a very good metaphor because the heart is an 
absolutely key component of the living anatomy. If the heart fails all 
will fail. This cannot be said of the hand or the foot or the ear or the 
nose or the eye or the mouth. Our Lord himself referred to his 
“heart.” Take my yoke upon you, he said, and learn from me for I am 
meek and humble of heart. He was referring to the core of his spirit, 
his inmost self. In his case that inmost Self was divine, and yet it had 
assumed a human nature. That is to say, his divine Self was also 
human. Thus Christ’s human heart was sacred, as God is sacred. 
When we refer to the sacred heart of Jesus we are referring to his 
divine Self at its core having become flesh while remaining divine. 
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For this reason, a very good expression for the person of Christ 
considered under the aspect of his inner self and deepest thoughts 
and feelings — what St Paul calls his “mind” — is what we may call 
“the heart of Christ.” We can consider Christ under the aspect of his 
intense activity, his public ministry, his teaching and his miracles. 
The Christian is captivated by this and by his teaching. But the 
Christian also draws near to the living Jesus to be his friend. I have 
not called you servants but friends, our Lord said. We think of John 
the evangelist referring to himself always as the disciple Jesus loved. 
The Gospels tell us that Jesus “ loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus ” (John 11:5). As we might say, our Lord had a great 
“heart.” Drawing near to him in prayer and assisted by the prayerful 
reading of the Scriptures, the Christian comes to know Christ more 
deeply. He is coming to know his heart, his sacred heart. This is 
exactly what our Lord himself invites us to do: Come to me and learn 
from me for 1 am meek and humble of heart. In fact, it is this 
personal knowledge and love for Jesus, grounded in the knowledge 
of his love for us, which is the distinctive mark of the Christian 
religion. By coming to know and love Jesus in his very Self beyond 
his works and his teaching, we are drawing near the heart of God. In 
Jesus, God has become present and invites us to be truly his friends. 
It is a call to a religion of the heart, a religion involving a 
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heart-to-heart relationship with Jesus — which is to say with the 
living God. Christ said that whoever sees him sees the Father who 
sent him (John 12:45). The Christian, then, is one who is devoted to 
the heart of Christ. He is devoted to the inner person of Jesus, 
human and divine, as to One who is filled with a love that is both 
human and divine. These are the things we mean when we refer to 
the sacred heart of Jesus. Thus it is that the Christian is devoted to 
the sacred heart of Jesus, and his calling in life is to become more 
and more devoted to the sacred heart of Jesus. As is portrayed in 
today’s Gospel, it was this heart of Christ that was pierced on the 
cross (John 19: 31-37). 

St John in the first of his letters tells us that “this is the love I 
mean: not our love for God but God’s love for us when he sent his 
Son to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.’’'’ This divine love 
was incarnate in Jesus Christ. The heart of Christ is the heart of God, 
and all of this we encapsulate in the expression, the sacred heart of 
Jesus. Let us then grow in a personal love for the sacred heart of 
Jesus, understanding well that it is this which is the essence of the 
Christian life. It is a love which identifies with him and makes his 
intentions the ruling intention of our life. 

-- 
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The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 My heart will rejoice in your 
salvation. I will sing to the Lord, who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect O God, who prepared a fit dwelling place for the Holy Spirit 
in the Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, graciously grant that 
through her intercession we may be a worthy temple of your glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Psalm 34:8-13; Luke 2:41-51 

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 
Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, 
according to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they 
travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they 
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were astonished. His mother said to him, Son, why have you treated 
us like this? Your father and 1 have been anxiously searching for you. 
Why were you searching for me? he asked. Didn ’t you know I had to 
be in my Father’s house? But they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. (Luke 2: 41-51) 

Mary in the Christian life There are many historians who 
have maintained that, in its popular forms, the Catholicism of the 
pre-Reformation period had become distracted away from the person 
of Christ into excessive devotion to the saints and other elements of 
the Christian life. To an extent this may have been so — and to 
determine this is a matter for historical research. It has never been 
anything but the teaching of the Church that Christ is the only 
redeemer and is the object of the Christian religion. But of course 
this or that member of the Church can fail to appreciate this cardinal 
truth. At the same time, there came out of the Protestant 
Reformation a denial of any practical place in the Christian life for 
the Virgin Mary and the saints. The invocation of the mother of God 
the Son made man was disallowed by the great Protest, which is a 
further and altogether more serious step. I remember hearing years 
ago that during one of his public preaching sessions Billy Graham 


- 842 - 



said of Mary, the mother of Christ, that we must all remember that 
she is the mother of the Saviour. He was saying that she ought not to 
be ignored, which is precisely what has happened in the life of vast 
communities of Christians. The one whom the Angel addressed as 
being full of grace and as one with whom the Lord abode, the one 
who was blessed among women as Elizabeth proclaimed, the one 
whose child is the light of the world, is ignored by many. It ought 
not to be so and our Lord clearly meant his most holy mother not to 
be forgotten. During his last moments on the cross his mother and 
the disciple he loved were standing not far from him — near enough 
for him to be heard by them. He looked at his mother and said, there 
is your son! Then he looked at the beloved disciple and said, there is 
your mother! The beloved disciple then took her to his own home, 
and the Church has always seen this as symbolic of what all Christ’s 
disciples ought do. We ought all to take Mary into the home of our 
heart. She intercedes for us and shows us what it means to be a 
Christian. 

When John took Mary to his home it must have resulted in an 
altogether special love for Mary growing in his heart. This was 
according to Christ’s plan. Christ wants us to draw near his mother 
and to share with him her motherly affection. This taking Mary into 
the home of our hearts means drawing near her in love. It means 
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becoming part of the circle of love between Christ and his dearest 
friends — and this is the reality at the heart of the Church’s life. 
Consider the many years of our Lord’s hidden life at Nazareth 
alluded to in our Gospel today (Luke 2: 41-51). Consider the 
wondrous love, the exquisite friendship that must have existed 
between Jesus, Mary and Joseph. This communion within the holy 
family of Nazareth shows that love for Mary is part of the Christian 
life. Christ himself loved Mary and the other holy persons who were 
part of his life. The Christian life includes being part of this circle of 
love. Today the Church celebrates what it calls the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. We think of the inner life of Mary, which is to say 
that love for Jesus which reigned in the depths of her soul. Just as 
the heart of Jesus was filled with love, so too was the heart of Mary. 
Her heart is filled with love for Jesus and for those whom Jesus 
loves. In the twenty-fifth chapter of St Matthew’s Gospel our Lord 
describes the divine judgment. He will say that whatever we do to 
the least he will regard as having been done to him. So he himself 
identifies with all, especially the least. All are his brothers and 
sisters. How then must Mary his mother regard us! She looks on us 
as beloved of her divine Son who died for each of us. She shares in 
his love for us and loves us as he loves us. Her soul, full of grace as 
the Angel Gabriel declared, was entirely free of sin and this showed 
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in her pure and powerful love for all. Christ loved Mary his mother 
and so should we. We ought to be devoted, as Christ himself was, to 
the sinless heart of Mary. It is not the divine plan that Mary and the 
saints be ignored in our devotion to Christ. Rather our devotion to 
Christ ought include them. 

I would recommend to every Christian that he or she cultivate 
every day a personal devotion to the mother of Christ, asking her that 
she assist us by her prayers. Let us ask her to assist us now and at 
the hour of our death to love Christ her son with all our hearts. Hail 
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among 
women and blessed is the fruit of your womb Jesus. Holy Mary 
mother of God pray for us now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
A very Scriptural prayer. Why not pray it every day! 

-- 
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The Baptism of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 3:16-17 After the Lord was baptized, the 
heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, 
and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been 
baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him, solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your 
children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may 
always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very 
flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed through 
him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Isaiah 55: 1-11; Psalm 29:1-4, 
9-10; or Isaiah 12:2-6; Acts 10:34-38 or 1 John 5:1-9; Mark 1:7-11 
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This is what John the Baptist proclaimed: “One mightier than I 
is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit. ” It happened in those days that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On 
coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and 
the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from 
the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased .” 
(Mark 1: 7-11) 

Christ’s baptism There are various instances of the Spirit of 
God coming upon prophets and leaders of the people in the Old 
Testament to equip them to fulfil a great mission. We read in the 
first book of Samuel that “Samuel grew up and Yahweh was with him 
and let no word of his fall to the ground ” (1 Sam 3:19), the 
implication being that the Spirit of God had come to him. After 
Samuel anointed Saul to be king he promised him that “the spirit of 
Yahweh will seize on you ” (10:6), which is what happened (10:9-10). 
We read that once Samuel anointed David to be king “the spirit of 
Yahweh seized on David and stayed with him from that day on ” 
(16:13). John the Baptist, the last of the Old Testament prophets and 
the one to herald the arrival of the New, was anointed with the Holy 
Spirit in his mother’s womb (Luke 1:16). Our Lord’s baptism and 
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reception of the Holy Spirit is to be viewed against this backdrop. 
To this point he had led an obscure life in Nazareth, filled with the 
Holy Spirit indeed but not for his public ministry. At his baptism in 
the river Jordan by John, his Messianic mission was inaugurated with 
the public coming of the Holy Spirit upon him. If we compare the 
circumstances of the descent of the Holy Spirit on our Lord with the 
coming of the Holy Spirit to various chosen individuals in the Old 
Testament, it is clear that our Lord’s reception of the Spirit 
transcended theirs for its heavenly drama. The heavens were opened. 
The Holy Spirit was actually seen to come down upon him. It was 
like a dove in flight, descending from the opened heavens upon him. 
For those seeing it (perhaps only John — we are not told) it must 
have been spectacular. Furthermore, there was a voice from heaven 
that spoke of the one being anointed with the Holy Spirit. He was 
God’s Son: this is my beloved Son, the voice from heaven said. At 
this, Jesus was “full of the Holy Spirit” and was “led by the Spirit” 
into the desert and was tempted by Satan. His ministry had begun. 

There are a few very important features of this event that bear 
on each member of mankind. Christ who was sinless — a fact 
implicitly acknowledged by John the Baptist who told him that he, 
John, should rather be baptized by him — stepped forward for 
baptism as if acknowledging personal sin and as if receiving a sign of 
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God’s pardon (Mark 1: 7-11). What was the meaning of this step? 
He who was utterly sinless was stepping into the midst of sinful 
mankind and symbolically taking upon himself the burden of man’s 
sins. He was taking our part before God and beginning the work of 
expiating for the sin of the world. He was showing that he was the 
sacrificial Lamb of God and was making a gesture that anticipated 
his sacrificial death which, during his public ministry, he would refer 
to as his “baptism.” He, led by the Holy Spirit, would lead humanity 
in a new direction. He was the new Adam, preparing himself to 
endow humanity with a new birth which would flow from the 
“baptism” that was his death on the Cross. Just as the beginning of 
his redemptive ministry began with his own baptism and public 
reception of the Holy Spirit, so the new beginning for each and every 
human being would be a baptism into Christ and the reception of the 
Holy Spirit. In the Old Testament the coming of the Holy Spirit on a 
particular individual did not result in the passing of that same divine 
Gift on to others. But the case of Christ was different. At his 
baptism in the river Jordan he received the Holy Spirit, not only to 
prepare him for his ultimate baptism, the baptism of his passion and 
death. He received the Holy Spirit also to pass it on to mankind. He 
himself would baptize with the Holy Spirit. The baptism of Jesus is 
a prefiguring of our baptism. Furthermore, just as Christ’s baptism 
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in the river Jordan prepared him for the second “baptism” that was 
his death on the cross, so too at our baptism, we receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to enable us to share in Christ’s death, and through 
this, in his resurrection. 

By his baptism in the river Jordan, our Lord inaugurated his 
public ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit and set the scene for 
the final “baptism” of his death. By Christ’s institution, our baptism 
brings with it a share in the same Holy Spirit who descended on 
Christ. We become united to him in his friendship and in his 
redemptive mission. The Holy Spirit equips us by grace to follow 
our Lord closely and to share in the further baptism of death, death to 
self in all its forms, death to sin, death to all that keeps us from doing 
the will of God. By the gift of the Holy Spirit at our baptism we are 
enabled to follow Christ closely in holiness, whatever be the cost. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.535-537 
(The Baptism of Jesus), 1223-1225 (The baptism of Jesus in the 
economy of salvation), 1226-1228 (Baptism in the church). 

-- 
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Monday of the first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 

a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1: 1-8; Psalm 115; Mark 1:14-20 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. The time has come, he said. The 
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news! As Jesus 
walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. Come, 
follow me, Jesus scud, and I will make you fishers of men. At once 
they left their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left 
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their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 
(Mark 1:14-20) 

The Kingdom One of the developments in education, both 
secondary and tertiary, during the last half century has been the 
expansion of studies in religion. By that I especially mean the study 
of the various religions of man: comparative religion. Some, perhaps 
many, who have engaged in this study have come to assume that one 
religion is as good as another in terms of truth and utility. This, of 
course, is not a necessary result of the study of religions. It is a 
philosophical principle that is consciously embraced or 
unconsciously assumed within the study of religions, and is a 
principle operating in many other contexts as well. However, there is 
another effect of the study of religions which for the Christian can be 
entirely beneficial. It is that he can observe what is distinctive to the 
Christian religion — or rather, he can come to appreciate more 
deeply what is distinctive about the person of Jesus. Indeed, this 
distinctiveness — or rather, uniqueness — of Christ can be grasped 
within the context not only of the religions of man but also within the 
context of revealed religion itself. For instance, when we 
contemplate the person of Jesus as set forth in the Gospels, we 
appreciate him the more when the backdrop of the Old Testament 
prophets is kept in mind. He stands out against this backdrop, and 
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this in turn can help to enhance our appreciation of his divinity. 
Being divine, he would naturally transcend the prophetic tradition 
while nevertheless being part of it. For example, the prophets had 
long pointed to the coming of God and his rule. Well, in our Gospel 
scene today our Lord enters into his public ministry with a most 
distinctive message: I tell you, he says, the Kingdom of God is very 
near! It has actually arrived! The actual arrival of God’s promised 
kingdom was a unique announcement in revealed religion. John the 
Baptist had been his Precursor and had announced that the Messiah 
himself was present. That too was new. To at least some, John 
pointed specifically to Jesus as being the Messiah. His great point 
was, listen now to him! Both Christ and his message are new in the 
prophetic tradition. 

There is something else that is somewhat new. God’s 
Kingdom is nigh, and unlike the other prophets, at the outset Christ 
immediately calls to his side disciples who will not only be with him 
and listen to his teaching, but will share in his mission to draw others 
into this divine Kingdom. John the Baptist had disciples and his 
teaching had a long effect on their lives. Some of Christ’s own 
disciples had come from those ranks, others are mentioned in, for 
instance, the Acts of the Apostles. The prophets had had their 
disciples and the Old Testament often refers to them. But the 
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prophets did not seem actively to recruit disciples for a positive 
expansionary purpose. Their disciples were attracted to them, they 
gathered with them and were taught by them. But from the outset of 
his public ministry, our Lord not only announced that the Kingdom 
of God was nigh and that people must repent to be ready for it, but he 
simultaneously recruited disciples to assist him in his work of 
announcing, launching, spreading and establishing this Kingdom. He 
himself was at the forefront and at the centre of God’s Kingdom. He 
would gradually reveal that in him, in his very person, the Kingdom 
of God was present. Its entire reality, its abundant blessings, its very 
fullness, was to be found in him. Entry into God’s Kingdom was 
effected by entry into his friendship and by taking on oneself his 
yoke. As he would come to show, he himself, in whom all the 
blessings of heaven were to be found, was to be brought to all men. 
That was the gigantic task ahead. This was the Kingdom being now 
established, and at its very launch, Christ was found calling specific 
persons to be with him and to assist him in his mission. The point 
here is that mission was at the heart of discipleship. When we put the 
person of Jesus against the backdrop of the Old Testament, this too 
was somewhat distinctive of Jesus Christ. Being a disciple of Christ 
means more than accepting a teaching. It means being apostolic. 
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Accepting the religion revealed by Jesus Christ means participating 
in his mission. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s gospel (Mark 
1:14-20) and contemplate the person of Jesus Christ. His message is 
new and utterly arresting. All that the prophets had predicted in 
reference to what God would do for man is at hand. It has arrived 
and has begun, in germ, in seed. He, Jesus, is at the centre of this 
divine operation. Our eyes, then, are on him. But he turns to each of 
us who gaze on him and he says to us, follow me and I will make of 
you a fisher of men. He asks that I not only remain with him but that 
I be part of his mission. He calls me to be his intimate friend in my 
daily life, and he also calls me to be apostolic in my daily life. He 
asks that I be his envoy in his spiritual empire. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 

a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1: 9-20; Psalm 1 Samuel 2; Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus 
went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were 
amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their 
synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, What do 
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are — the Holy One of God! Be quiet! said Jesus 
sternly. Come out of him! The evil spirit shook the man violently and 
came out of him with a shriek. The people were cdl so amazed that 
they asked each other, What is this? A new teaching—and with 
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authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him. 
News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
(Mark 1:21-28) 

His authority There is a pattern in democratic societies. 
Democratic populations desire that their freedom be respected, yet at 
the same time they want to see strong authority exercised. A 
democratically elected government that is perceived (rightly or 
wrongly) to be weak or indecisive will inevitably lose the next 
election. Man needs to be governed, and he wishes his government 
to manifest authority. Man loves to see the exercise of authority, 
while wanting to be free. This is a faint reflection of the authority of 
God and at the same time of his gift to man of freedom. Our Gospel 
passage today presents us with one feature of our Lord’s person and 
ministry that stood out in the eyes of his countrymen. He manifested 
and exercised a striking authority, while not being formally invested 
with it by the institutions of his time and place. He exuded an air of 
authority that amazed observers. Yet he did not impose his authority 
but respected freedom. We read that “ when the Sabbath came, Jesus 
went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were 
amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law ” (Mark 1:21-28). The 
teachers of the law had a certain authority invested in them by their 
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religious institutions, but the authority that their teaching carried 
depended on the case they were able to make (because of their 
learning) to support it. Our Lord was not an instituted teacher of the 
law. But he was amazing, we are told, for the authority he showed 
precisely in his teaching of God’s law. Somehow both the way he 
taught and what he taught impressed all with a sense that, because it 
was he who taught this, it was true beyond dispute. He taught as one 
having final authority and as needing to appeal to no other source for 
confirmation. His hearers had seen nothing like it among their 
teachers. Christ as teacher of God’s law was effortless, 
commanding, supremely authoritative, and yet respectful withal of 
personal freedom. 

Not only did Christ as teacher display an authority that deferred 
to no other master, but he displayed the power and authority to 
dominate and defeat with ease the demonic underworld. In our 
Gospel today, at a word Jesus expelled the evil spirit that had called 
out at him in the synagogue. His authority was absolute. One of the 
intriguing things about the Gospel accounts of Christ’s public 
ministry is the seeming infestation of demons in the arena of his 
activity. The devils seem to have been everywhere. A great number 
of persons seem to have been afflicted to a greater or lesser extent by 
the demonic world. It was a major feature of our Lord’s public 
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ministry to have to deal with the minions of Satan. At the very 
beginning of our Lord’s ministry and immediately following his 
baptism, our Lord had an encounter with the darkest of the dark, 
Lucifer himself. Satan, the Prince of this world and of the 
underworld, approached this Man who was now in the wilderness. 
He could see that this Individual was like no other in all history. He 
had to be seduced at all costs. The encounter left Satan rebuffed and 
defeated. May we not assume that the crowds of demons which 
seem to have settled within the chosen people were there at the 
bidding of this dark Prince, now that he had seen what manner of 
Man this Jesus was? Satan was marshalling his forces and was 
applying all his black talent to the overthrow of this new Warrior of 
Israel who had come upon the scene. He would come to think he had 
won, for the struggle left Christ dead on the cross. But his demonic 
victory was the most spectacular defeat of all, for Christ fought Satan 
with the weapon of humble obedience to his heavenly Father, 
whereas Satan’s weapon was prideful rebellion. By his death, Christ 
broke with mortal effect the kingdom of Satan and established on 
earth the Kingdom of God. Our Gospel scene today (Mark 1:21-28) 
shows Christ the Master delivering the first blow on Satan’s 
kingdom, and that blow would become a knock-out at his death and 
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resurrection. Christ is King of kings. To him is given all authority. 
Salvation consists in living according to this. 

Let us place ourselves in the crowd of today’s Gospel passage 
as they stand there in amazement at the authority Jesus manifests in 
word and in deed. He speaks as one who has ultimate authority, 
needing support from no other. He acts as one who has ultimate 
power, needing assistance from no other. Nothing and no one seems 
to be his superior, excepting his heavenly Father. At the same time 
he is obedient to legitimate authority. He is, as the passage shows, 
amazing. He is One we can follow! We can put all our trust in him! 
Let us do so, but understanding well that this means following in his 
footsteps and those footsteps ascend the hill of Calvary. There, on 
that forlorn hill, and together with him who is hanging aloft, is where 
the victory is gained and where the field is won. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 

a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : 1 Samuel 3:1-10. 19-20; Psalm 39; Mark 1:29-39 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and 
John to the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was 
in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. So he went to her, 
took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to 
wait on them. That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus 
all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town gathered at the 
door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also 
drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak 
because they knew who he was. Very early in the morning, while it 
was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 
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place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for 
him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: Everyone is looking 
for you! Jesus replied, Let us go somewhere else — to the nearby 
villages — so that I can preach there also. That is why I have come. 
So he travelled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues 
and driving out demons. (Mark 1:29-39) 

Christ and evil There is one current of spirituality and 
prayer — especially that taught by St Ignatius Loyola — which 
recommends that we place ourselves in the scene of the Gospel as 
vividly as we can, and then converse with our Lord therein. We 
place ourselves in the Gospel scene, contemplating its details so as to 
re-live it with greater relish. Let us do that, then! Our Lord has left 
the synagogue where he has taught with such electrifying effect, 
leaving the town in some wonderment, having congregated for the 
Sabbath. The people were left amazed by the authority he displayed, 
authority in his teaching and authority in his power over the 
demonic. He returns with James and John and Simon (and perhaps 
others) to Simon’s home where Simon’s mother-in-law is in bed with 
fever. She, obviously, had not been able to go to the Synagogue for 
the Sabbath, so she must have been very ill indeed, “and they told 
Jesus about herd ’ Consider the ease with which they tell our Lord of 
her condition. The Son of God is very accessible! Let us imagine our 
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Lord entering her room with them, gently and full of friendliness. 
He takes her by the hand and helps her up. No word is reported to 
have been said by him. He helped her up and “the fever left her and 
she began to wait on them." Interestingly, this is the first miracle of 
healing that Mark chooses to report. Our Lord has come from the 
Synagogue where he expelled a vociferous demon, but here for the 
first time in Mark’s account, he heals someone of illness. Let us 
remember too that it is agreed that Mark’s Gospel is Peter’s account 
of the story of Jesus Christ. Perhaps from Peter’s perspective and 
according to his recollection, Christ’s first miracle of healing was for 
his own mother-in-law. 

Allow me to pause here to make a quite unrelated observation. 
It is often observed that Simon Peter (the first Pope) was married. 
We know he had been married because of this mention of his 
“mother-in-law” (Mark 1:30). But this verse does not tell us that at 
the time of this scene Simon had a wife. There is in this scene no 
explicit mention of his wife, the daughter of his mother-in-law whom 
our Lord cured. It is his mother-in-law who proceeds to minister to 
them. Simon’s wife is not mentioned at all — indeed nowhere in the 
Gospels is Simon’s “wife” explicitly mentioned. By the time of 
Simon’s call by Christ to be an apostle, was his wife still alive? 
Frankly, I doubt it. I suspect she died young, without children, 
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leaving Simon a widower and free to follow our Lord totally. That is 
my hypothesis. It is often assumed that the gunaika of I Corinthians 
9:5 means “wife,” indicating that “the other Apostles, and the 
brethren of the Lord, and Cephas” were married. But let us consider 
the use of these words. In 1 Corinthians 9:5, Paul writes that the 
other apostles, and the brethren of the Lord and Cephas, lead about 
with them a gunaika (,adelphen gunaika periagein ). Various versions 
translate gunaika as “wife” (for instance, the New RSV has 
“believing wife”), and the New American Bible, while translating 
adelphen gunaika as “believing woman,” presumes (without warrant) 
to translate periagein (which simply means “to lead about”) as “to 
marry”! Now, while gunaika may indeed mean a “wife” (as it does in 
Matthew 1: 20, and Luke 14: 20), it can simply mean a “woman” — 
say, a pious woman assisting in the work, a sort of housekeeper. For 
instance, in his Gospel, Luke tells us that such women ( gunaikes ) 
assisted our Lord and the apostolic band (Luke 8: 2). The New Latin 
Vulgate here translates the words as mulieres aliquae, meaning 
“some women.” Now we notice that in the very next verse (Luke 8:3) 
Luke states that one of these gunaikes (women), Joanna, was the 
“wife” of Chuza. In that verse 3, “wife” is gune Khouza, and not 
gunaika Khouza. The New Latin Vulgate translates gune Khouza as 
uxor Chuza, meaning “wife of Chuza.” So in the context of the 
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apostolic band engaged in their mission with Jesus as in Luke 8:2, 
gunaika means “woman,” and not “wife.” Later in 20:33, Luke uses 
gune to mean woman, and then later in the very same verse, to mean 
wife: “ Therefore in the resurrection, whose wife (gune) will the 
woman (gune) beT ’ Immediately following this, in the same verse 
(verse 33), “wife” is “ gunaika ” (“/or she was wife to all seven”) 
again. In a later chapter, Luke mentions the women who had 
followed and assisted our Lord in his ministry watching him at 
Calvary during his last moments. They are “ gunaikes ” (Luke 23: 
49). Matthew, giving his account of the “many women” watching at 
Calvary who had “followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him” 
also uses the word “ gunaikes ” to designate them (Matthew 27:55). 
So does Mark (15: 40). In John 4:9 the Samaritan woman is gune in 
the first half of the sentence, while in the second half of the sentence 
the same Samaritan woman is gunaika. 

Therefore, the presence of gunaika in 1 Corinthians 9:5 cannot 
be used to claim that Peter and the Apostles were married. 
Linguistically, gunaika could just as easily mean a “woman” who 
assists. The New Latin Vulgate (the Church’s official translation 
from the Greek to the Latin, superseding the previous Vulgate) 
translates the Greek adelphen gunaika periagein into sororem 
mulierem circumclucendi (“of leading about a sister woman”). This is 
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a literal translation from the Greek to the Latin. In my view, 
“adelphen gunaiko ” of 1 Corinthians 9:5 (literally a “sister woman” 
or “sister wife”) means a “Christian (or believing) woman.” The 
adelphen , literally meaning “sister,” in this context means 
“Christian” or “believing.” She is a Christian woman exercising the 
same role as the women who assisted our Lord and the Twelve 
during Christ’s public ministry. The Jerusalem Bible correctly 
translates the phrase as “to take a Christian woman round,” which is 
in effect the same as the New Latin Vulgate. While Mark 1: 30 
(together with Luke 4: 38-39) proves Peter had been married, it does 
not prove that his wife was still living at the time his apostleship 
began. It is true that according to Clement of Alexandria (Stromata, 
III, vi, ed. Dindorf, II, 276), Simon had children. The same writer 
relates a tradition that Peter’s wife suffered martyrdom (Stromata, 
VII, xi ed. cit., Ill, 306). Eusebius adopts this ( Church History 
III.31) from Clement, but significantly, about all this the ancient 
Christian literature which has come down to us is completely silent. 
In view of this notable silence, I myself regard Clement’s assertion 
as based on an interpretation of this Gospel verse, at most 
representing nothing more than a pious legend within some early 
circles. 
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Be that as it may (and it is not important), let us resume our 
point. Our Lord and his disciples sit down and are waited on by 
Simon’s mother-in-law. The teaching and drama of the Synagogue 
service are past, and the remainder of the Sabbath day is before them. 
Presumably the day was observed in the spirit of the Sabbath rest, but 
we are not given any details. Then at the end of the day — “that 
evening after sunset ” — when the Sabbath was over and people 
could feel free to bring to our Lord their sick, this they did with a 
vengeance. They “ brought to Jesus all the sick and 
demon-possessed So they brought all of them. Perhaps word had 
got around during the day that our Lord had cured Simon’s 
mother-in-law, whom many may have known had been sick and 
unable to go to the Synagogue. In any case we are told that 
following our Lord’s expulsion of the demon in the Synagogue and 
his remarkable performance of teaching, “ rumour concerning him 
went forth immediately into all the region.'’’’ News of Jesus had 
travelled like wildfire, and presumably this had happened that very 
day. He was the talk of the town and the entire district. Family after 
family were in a state of excitement and discussion and many were 
thinking of the obvious. Their sick and those afflicted by the 
demonic had at hand an unexpected Remedy and they were going to 
avail themselves of this blessing instantly — meaning, as soon as the 
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Sabbath rest was over. So as soon as sunset arrived, the whole town 
which probably included the district about the town “ gathered at the 
door.” There was sufficient light for this movement of people to 
occur and our Lord, full of compassion, obliged. We read that “ Jesus 
healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many 
demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew 
who he was” (Mark 1:29-39). Our Lord’s public ministry was 
launched, but despite the desire of the town, he could not stay. He 
had to reach the whole House of Israel, and, through his Church of 
which Simon would be the Rock (i.e., Peter), the entire world. 

It was all a sign of what was to come. The deepest illness, the 
most calamitous affliction, is sin. While the demons oppressed many 
of the people physically, their interest more than anything was to 
oppress them spiritually. Before them stood their Conqueror and him 
they could not better. They knew it and strove to undermine what 
they guessed he was up to. Behind them all was the arch-Prince, 
Satan. The two stand now in battle array, standards unfolded. Christ 
is on one side, Satan the other. The victory is and will be Christ’s. 
We have a choice. Which standard shall we follow? The Standard of 
Christ? Well then, choose him and follow closely in his footsteps, 
using his weapons. Learn from him and follow him unceasingly, for 
he is meek and humble of heart. 
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Thursday of the first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 

a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 4: 1-11; Psalm 43; Mark 1:40-45 

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, 
If you are willing, you can make me clean. Filled with compassion, 
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. I am willing, he 
said. Be clean! Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 
Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: See that you 
don 7 tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer 
the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a 
testimony to them. Instead he went out and began to talk freely, 
spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town 
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openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came 
to him from everywhere. (Mark 1:40-45) 

Answering prayer At the heart of our Gospel passage 
today is the prayer of the leper. Had he not made his prayer to our 
Lord, the sequence of events narrated in the passage would not have 
occurred. So let us consider the prayer he presented, Christ’s 
response, and the implications for ourselves. To begin with, it is 
clear that his prayer was earnest. It was coming from his heart. His 
leprosy was an impossible and hopeless burden, one that allowed no 
consolation and one that led only to suffering upon suffering. He 
came to our Lord as his one hope, and did so with powerful feeling: 
“A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, If 
you are willing, you can make me clean. ” He abased himself, 
begging him on his very knees. He professed full and complete faith 
in Christ’s power and implicitly appealed to his compassion. It was 
an excellent prayer and it evoked the mercy and power of Christ. His 
prayer is a model for us. It is often said, and I am sure it is more 
often thought, that prayer is not very effective at all. Many would 
think that it has some value, but in the truly important things of life 
what seems to count much more than prayer is simply a set of 
favourable circumstances. What is to be said of this? To begin with, 
our Gospel scene today shows that God can and at least at times does 
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answer prayer immediately and exactly as requested. Christ did just 
this in our Gospel scene today (Mark 1:40-45). He did it on many 
other occasions too. But it is not the only way he answered prayer. 
On occasions he took his time. For instance, when he was asked to 
cure a person of his blindness on one occasion, he did not do so in 
simple fashion by a single word. Rather, he took the blind man well 
aside and proceeded to cure him only gradually and with some 
seeming labour. He covered the man’s eyes, appeared to sigh, and 
step by step took away the blindness. Cardinal Newman once said at 
the end of his long life that God seems to answer prayer more usually 
by exaggeration. He meant that God often seems to answer prayer 
by actively extending and stretching the circumstances that favour 
the answer to prayer. He often answers prayer through assisting and 
“exaggerating” the powers of nature. 

When we look at it carefully, we see that God answers prayer 
in a variety of ways. He answers unspoken prayer, the prayer of the 
heart that is not formally addressed to him. For instance, when he 
was approaching the town of Nain with many following him in train, 
he saw a funeral procession on its way out of the town. A young 
man had died, the only son of his widowed mother. There was no 
request presented to our Lord, but he stepped forward, halted the 
procession, and raised the young man to life and gave him back to 
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his mother. God takes the initiative like this in our own lives too. 
For instance, suddenly a person has the thought of having a general 
medical check-up. He has his examination and it is discovered that 
he has the foundations of a future bowel cancer. He has a major 
operation and his life is spared from that particular menace. In his 
goodness, God has answered an implicit prayer that would have been 
made had the condition been known. At times God does not grant 
the request that is presented but grants another that is more valuable. 
For instance, we are told in one passage of the Gospel that the 
mother of James and John came to our Lord with a request. Our 
Lord asked what she wanted of him. She asked that he have her two 
sons sit one at his right and the other at his left in his kingdom. It is a 
request that manifests her faith in him and in the kingdom of God he 
was establishing. But what did he say to her and to her sons? He said 
that they did not realize what making that request required of them. 
In any case, places on his right and left depend on the choice and 
plan of God. But notice what he then asked. Were they able to drink 
his cup? Their ambition to be close to him in his kingdom depended 
on this. They were able, they replied. Our Lord then assured them 
that they would indeed drink his cup. That was surely the answer to 
their prayer. They received from him the grace to be faithful unto 
death, to share in his sufferings so as to share in his resurrection. 
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This they did with flying colours, as we might say. They received a 
blessing in answer to their request far greater than what they had 
sought. God answers our prayer, but he does so in the way he, in his 
wisdom, knows best. 

Our problem is that we do not ask enough, nor do we ask in the 
right way. We lack humble faith. There are many examples in the 
Gospels of those who asked Christ with faith. Let us ask for the 
grace to do the same. Ask, and you will receive, Christ said. If we 
ask in the right way, he will give in the right way — which is to say 
in the way he knows to be best. Pray always, our Lord once said, 
and never lose heart. Above all, we must approach Christ with 
obedience to the divine will as the ambition of our life. Notice what 
the leper did once he was healed by Christ, who told him not to tell 
others of his healing. He did not do as he was told. He went off and 
told all he could, and as a result our Lord’s ministry was hampered. 
Let us distinguish our lives by prayer — including prayer of petition 
— and obedience. 
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Friday of the first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 

a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 8: 4-7. 10-22; Psalm 88; Mark 2:1-12 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the 
people heard that he had come home. So many gathered that there 
was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the 
word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried 
by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after 
digging through it, lowered the mat the parcdysed man was lying on. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the parcdytic, Son, your sins 
are forgiven. Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, 
thinking to themselves, Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
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blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone? Immediately 
Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their 
hearts, and he said to them, Why are you thinking these things? 
Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or 
to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk ’? But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins . . . . He said 
to the paralytic, I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home. He 
got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This 
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, We have never seen 
anything like this\ (Mark 2: 1-12) 

Witness Let us notice something here. In Mark’s account, 
which is to say in Simon Peter’s account, Christ’s ministry began in 
earnest in Capernaum when he returned from Judaea following his 
Baptism and the arrest of John the Baptist. We read in St Mark that 
following a spectacular beginning in the synagogue of Capernaum 
(1:21-28), our Lord, in the evening of that same Sabbath, cured 
numerous sick and demon-possessed of the town (1:32-34). Then he 
left to sojourn through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and 
casting out devils (1:39). In our passage today he returns to 
Capernaum again, and “word went round that he was back.” This 
time the town gathered such that “so many people collected that 
there was no room left, even in front of the door?'’ Perhaps it was 
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once again at the home of Simon and Andrew (1:29) that our event 
occurred. It appears that the people did not bring the sick with them 
this time — perhaps because most had been cured by our Lord on the 
occasion of his first Sabbath day in Capernaum. But not all had been 
cured on that previous occasion because in the course of our Lord’s 
teaching the crowds the roof above him began to be removed. There, 
from above, a stretcher began to be lowered into the midst of the 
packed throng down in front of our Lord. Our Lord paused and the 
crowd in silence watched as a paralysed man on his stretcher was 
quietly lowered to the feet of Jesus. Perhaps he had an advanced 
stroke, or some long-standing injury that had incapacitated him. 
There had been no remedy, nor would there be, and so the man’s 
friends or relatives had resolved to bring him to Jesus. Let us 
conjecture that they had been away from the town on the occasion of 
our Lord’s previous presence and had heard of him once they had 
returned. Now Jesus was back, and they were not going to miss the 
chance. Crowd or no crowd, they were resolved to bring him to 
Jesus. Having brought him to Jesus, not only was the man cured of 
his paralysis, but also of his sins. 

An immense benefit came to the paralytic because of the 
resolve of his friends. The paralytic had faith, so much so that 
having merely gazed at him, Christ proceeded to forgive him his sins. 
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By way of validation of his own act of forgiveness he then proceeded 
to heal him of his paralysis (Mark 2: 1-12). The paralytic in all of 
this had been entirely dependent on his friends to bring him to Jesus. 
Is not his dependence on his friends a lesson for the daily life of the 
Christian in the world? The Christian works in the world and in his 
work he rubs shoulders daily with his fellows. He is not just an 
automaton but a human being who brings to his daily relationships an 
effort at building personal friendships. Natural reason and morality, 
quite apart from what Christ would expect, requires that we work 
with our fellows as a friend. We are called to work in solidarity with 
others and as a brother interested in their needs. If all would 
naturally recognize this, how much more so does Christ expect of his 
faithful that they endeavour to be a friend to those with whom they 
associate daily, be it in family or work or whatever. He wants us to 
love others as he loves us. Now, what greater way of being a friend 
than to assist others to meet Jesus, even if only that they might gain 
from Jesus what they truly need? Whatever be the need in life, to 
whom could anyone better go than Jesus? Could not we, each of us, 
be like the friends of the paralytic who with initiative, imagination 
and determination brought their helpless friend to Jesus ? They were 
his true friends and their friendship was demonstrated by their 
bringing him to the feet of Jesus. Moreover, in doing this their sick 
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friend received from our Lord one of the most central of blessings he 
came to offer mankind: the forgiveness of sins. If therefore in any 
sense we bring a friend or acquaintance to Jesus where above all he 
is to be found — namely, in the Church he founded — then who is to 
know the range of blessings he may receive from Christ! Who is to 
know how far Christ may take that person and what that person may 
come to do for Christ in his turn! 

Let this thought of the friends of the paralytic bringing their 
helpless friend to Jesus be a stimulus to every member of Christ’s 
faithful to bear witness to Christ before others and to do whatever is 
possible to bring others in their need to the feet of Jesus. What a 
service we do to the person whom we help to come into the presence 
of the living Jesus! Where is Jesus? He, as God, is everywhere. But 
he is most especially present in his body the Church, the Church built 
on Peter and the Apostles as the foundation. The whole Church and 
each member of it have the mission to bring Christ to the world and 
to everyone in it. Let us take up the challenge every day and meet 
the challenge especially through our practical friendship. 

-- 
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Saturday of the first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 

a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 9:1-4.17-19.10:1; Psalm 20; Mark 2:13-17 

Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd 
came to him, and he began to teach them. As he walked along, he 
saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. Follow 
me, Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. While Jesus 
was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 
were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who 
followed him. When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw 
him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his 
disciples: Why does he eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners ’? On 
hearing this, Jesus said to them, It is not the healthy who need a 
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doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners. (Mark 2:13-17) 

Christ’s choice It is said that a key factor in the ultimate 
success of Genghis Khan in establishing so rapidly the Mongolian 
Empire was his policy of appointing his military officers from those 
who displayed great ability rather than from those who had an 
inherited status. Thus it was that his vast hordes of galloping 
warriors were led by true leaders. Napoleon Bonaparte’s success 
was due not only to his own brilliance but in a measure to his 
generals, and these were appointed on the basis of their proven 
military merit. It is interesting to see in the Gospel accounts how 
from the earliest days of his public ministry our Lord was calling his 
key associates to follow him — sooner, we may even say, than most 
great leaders. The Gospel of St John (in Chapter 1) makes clear that 
even before our Lord began his public ministry, he was gathering to 
himself some of the Twelve without it constituting at this stage a 
formal call to mission. I refer to Andrew and John, Simon Peter, 
Philip and Nathanael. But we are not given the impression that they 
possessed outstanding talent. In the Gospel of St Mark (from which 
our passage today is drawn) the formal call of the Twelve occurs 
after our Lord began his public ministry (1:16-20), and our passage 
today gives us one instance of his call. It is the call of Levi, or 


-881 - 



Matthew, the son of Alphaeus. There is no mention of outstanding 
talent. Matthew was a publican, and was sitting at his work when he 
was invited by our Lord to follow him. We have no idea why he was 
chosen. He was being invited to be the companion and associate of 
the Son of God made man, a Personage beyond compare, far 
transcending in moral worth, in personhood, and in mission than any 
other in the history of the world. One would think that only the best 
would have received such a call, the best in every sense. But no. 
There would have been talent among them, as in Levi too, but there 
is no indication that it was outstanding talent. In view of the 
transcendent importance of the divine enterprise, it is a bit of a 
mystery — the mystery of each person’s call by Christ to be with 
him and to share in his mission. So it has been from age to age. Its 
foundation lies in God’s free choice. 

I have been referring to the call of the Twelve. But even more 
mysterious to a certain kind of observer was Christ’s invitation of a 
more general kind. We read that “ while Jesus was having dinner at 
Levi ’.v house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him 
and his disciples, for there were many who followed him ” (Mark 
2:13-17). He willingly admitted into his company what many would 
call the religious riff-raff, almost the scum, we might say. If Christ 
was in the business of holiness — which was the work of a prophet 
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— what was he doing with the likes of these? We read that “ when the 
scribes of the Pharisee party saw him eating with the sinners and tax 
collectors, they asked his disciples: Why does he eat with tax 
collectors and ‘sinners What sort of a Kingdom was Christ 
intending to inaugurate and establish if these were the types who 
were going to be part of it? Well, the fact was that the Kingdom of 
God that had long been foretold and which Christ was now in the 
process of launching was for sinners. That is to say, Christ came to 
call sinners to repentance and to associate them with him in faith and 
in this way to share the life of God. The “sinners” who were “eating 
with him and his disciples” represented, in a sense that was not 
divined by the Pharisees, all of mankind. All are under the power of 
sin and Christ came to save sinful mankind. Salvation comes from 
hearing the invitation of Christ to love and serve him, and then 
following in his footsteps by keeping his commandments. The 
invitation is not extended because one is seen to have special talent. 
It is extended because the person who receives the call is loved and 
chosen. Its origins lie in the inscrutable choice of God. St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters that before the world began, God chose 
us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. Whatever be the 
particular vocation a person has as a follower of Christ, each and all 
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are chosen personally by him to live in his friendship. This call has 
its origins not in any merit of our own, but in God’s free choice. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene of today and 
understand that we are in the company of Christ by his choice and 
invitation. He has placed within our heart a love for him as the gift 
of his grace. From before the world began God has had each of us in 
mind to be loving followers of his divine Son. Let us not fail him! 
Let us not drift out of his friendship! Let us not squander such a 
priceless pearl! Judas did this. How horrible the thought, and how 
sad the result. 
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down 
before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 3:3-10.19; Psalm 39; 

1 Corinthians 6: 13-15.17-20; John 1: 35-42 

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 
When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, Look, the Lamb of God! 
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 
Turning round, Jesus saw them following and asked, What do you 
want? They said, Rabbi (which means Teacher), where are you 
staying? Come, he replied, and you will see. So they went and saw 
where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the 
tenth hour. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who 
heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first 
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thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, We 
have found the Messiah (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, You are Simon son of John. 
You will be called Cephas (which, when translated, is Peter). (John 
1: 35-42) 

Principle and Foundation I have often thought that our 
scene from the Gospel of St John today is one of the most beautiful 
scenes in the Sacred Scriptures, and it occurs at the threshold of our 
Lord’s public ministry. John the Baptist sees Jesus walking. He 
immediately directs the attention of two of his disciples to him and 
says, “Look, the Lamb of God!" He was telling them that Jesus is the 
Messiah to whom he had been referring, the one who would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and who would take away the sin of the world. 
Without a word and with John’s obvious encouragement and 
approval, the two disciples begin to follow Jesus. They leave the 
Precursor in order to follow the Messiah. On John’s authority they 
knew that the one walking ahead of them was the pearl of great price, 
the one not to be lost for anything. They silently follow, led by the 
deepest yearnings of their mind, heart and soul. All they could do 
was follow, perhaps too much in awe at the one before them to do 
more. It is Jesus who takes the initiative. He stops, turns and looks 
directly at them — presumably it is the first time the two young men 
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see Jesus face to face. What a face! What a look they receive! They 
did not yet know it, but the one looking at them it was God the Son 
made man. Now, what are the first words of Jesus that are recorded 
in the Gospel of St John from which our passage is taken today? It is 
accepted that John was one of the two following Jesus. Undoubtedly 
our Lord’s gaze and his first words lodged deep in his memory, never 
to be forgotten. Our Lord’s first words were, “What do you want?” 
These are words full of significance and they are directed not only to 
the first two of our Lord’s disciples, but to every man and woman on 
the face of the earth. What do you want? It is a question coming 
from the One who presents himself as the answer to all that man 
wants. What does man want? That is the crucial question and in a 
sense the world is saved or ruined by the answer man chooses to 
give. Does man want material possessions, or pleasure, or power, or 
whatever of this order? Is this what he really wants? If the answer 
man gives is, yes, then profound consequences will follow and it will 
not result in his happiness. 

In fact, generally man does not know very clearly what he 
wants. There have been answers innumerable to this simple and 
momentous question. Using unaided human reason alone on it, the 
jury remains out. God is the one who truly knows. Let it be noted 
that our Lord did not receive an answer to this question from his first 
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two disciples, who clearly already loved him. What do you want? 
All they could say in reply was. Master, where are you staying? Our 
Lord’s next recorded words in this Gospel are, Come and see! In 
other words, Follow me! Be with me! Implicitly, our Lord was 
answering his own question, and implicitly he was revealing to man 
the answer to all his deepest desires. What, man, do you want? You 
are not sure? I can tell you what you want. I am what you want! 
Follow me and remain with me, and your heart will be filled with the 
happiness for which it was made. At the end of his Gospel, St John 
tells us the purpose for which he wrote it. It was that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and in believing this 
to find life in his name. Jesus Christ is the object of man’s religious 
yearnings. Life is to be found in him. God, in creating man in his 
own image, wrote upon his heart the desire to see him. Even if this 
desire is ignored and misinterpreted, God never ceases to draw man 
to himself because only in God will he find and live the fullness of 
truth and happiness for which he never stops yearning. By nature 
man is a religious being, called to communion with God. This 
constitutes his fundamental dignity. Now, in Jesus Christ is to be 
found the fullness of the Godhead bodily. He is everything for man, 
the One for whom he was made. To see him is to see the Father. He 
is the image of the invisible God, the only way to the Father, the 
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Way, the Truth and the Life. Our Gospel passage today records our 
Lord’s first words — his first question — directed, we might even 
say, to all mankind. It also gives his answer: Follow me, be with me. 
The last words of our Lord recorded in the same Gospel are the 
same. Our Lord says to Simon Peter: “Follow me ” (John 21: 22). 
God in Christ asks man what it is he wants, and he tells him the 
answer: it is the following of Christ. 

Our Gospel passage today presents we might say, the principle 
and foundation of religion. At the level of his deepest self, man is so 
constituted as to desire God and will find his true happiness only in 
attaining union with God. Christ turns to him and asks him, what do 
you want? It is imperative that man come to understand that it is 
God he really wants, and that God is none other than Jesus, the Son 
of God made man. Who and where is God? He is the one John the 
Baptist pointed to in our passage today. Jesus turns and gazes. 
Come and be with me, he says. That is the answer to our yearnings. 
We must come to Jesus, be with him, and follow him to the end. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 27-43 
(Desire for God) 
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Monday of the second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down 

before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 15: 16-23; Psalm 49 Mark 2:18-22 

Now John ’.v disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some 
people came and asked Jesus, How is it that John’s disciples and the 
disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not? Jesus 
answered, How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with 
them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. But the time 
will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that 
day they will fast. No-one sews a patch of unshrunken cloth on an 
old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, 
making the tear worse. And no-one pours new wine into old 
wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine 


- 890 - 



and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new 
wineskins. (Mark 2:18-22) 

The new wine It is clear from many passages of the Gospels 
that in the eyes of the leading religious parties of Judaism, such as 
those of the Pharisees and Sadducees, our Lord appeared as very 
different indeed. A rising crescendo of irritation and 
misunderstanding concerned the way he observed the Sabbath and 
his refusal to respect many of the traditions and interpretations 
imposed on the people by, for instance, the scribes and Pharisees. He 
refused to be bothered with some of the requirements of elaborate 
washing before meals. His teaching about his own person and 
spectacularly about his flesh being the Bread of Eternal Life aroused 
implacable opposition. A stubborn incomprehension bore down on 
our Lord from all sides and this incomprehension had its final issue 
in his rejection by the powerful. In our Gospel today it is a different 
issue and this time the puzzlement comes from ordinary people. We 
read that some people came to our Lord and put to him that the 
disciples of John the Baptist fast as do the disciples of the Pharisees. 
The implication is that authorities on all sides recognize that revealed 
religion requires fasting and penance for one to be pleasing to God. 
Why, then, does not Jesus require this of his disciples? These 
ordinary people are sincerely puzzled, perhaps shocked. There is no 
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indication that they are in any way hostile to our Lord. Perhaps too 
they are perplexed by the absence of fasting as a notable, obvious 
and prominent feature of our Lord’s own life. On one occasion our 
Lord observed that while John the Baptist came fasting, the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking. In response to them, our Lord does 
not deny the necessity of fasting. He simply says that at this point 
he is not requiring of his own disciples that they make this a 
pronounced feature of their following of him, as it was of the religion 
of John the Baptist and, though with an imperfect spirit, that of the 
Pharisees. Fasting and self-denial would be expected, but later. 

Our Gospel passage today once again highlights and illustrates 
the newness of Christ and his teaching. He is new and his teaching is 
new in the sense that it is the fulfilment of all that God had been 
gradually revealing to that point. In Christ, the Bridegroom had 
come and it was a time of appreciation and rejoicing. Our Lord had 
not yet revealed to his disciples nor to the people how absolutely 
central to his person and mission, and how absolutely central to 
discipleship, was self-denial. The disciples of John the Baptist and 
the disciples of the Pharisees had been taught to fast. They reflected 
the authentic law of God that the faithful were to be self-denying. 
On one occasion our Lord spoke of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
He said that in all three of these fundamental features of authentic 
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religion the performance of them must be absolutely sincere, done 
for God alone. Wash your face and appear well and cheerful, our 
Lord says, so that no one will know you are fasting except your 
heavenly Father. Our Lord in effect was laying down the importance 
of fasting but directing that it be done in the sight of God and not for 
the approval of men. He would go on to say that the distinguishing 
feature of the one who aspires to follow him must be the carrying of 
one’s cross daily. His own life would be crowned by his crucifixion, 
and we read that on one occasion when the crowds were following 
him he turned to them and told them bluntly that if anyone wished to 
be his disciple he must renounce himself and take up his cross — the 
cross — and follow in his footsteps. This would involve far more 
than mere fasting. Our Lord said on another occasion that if anyone 
loves his life he will lose it, and that the one who hates his life for his 
sake and the sake of the Gospel will save it. The time for 
appreciation and celebration of the coming of the Messiah, the 
Bridegroom of the chosen people, had arrived. Very soon, though, 
earnest discipleship would be required. Then they would fast. 

Let us rejoice in spirit with the disciples of our Lord as they 
celebrate his very person. They (and we) love to be with him, love to 
contemplate him, love to be of his company, love to participate in his 
mission. He is the Bridegroom, the fulfilment of the Old Testament 


- 893 - 



and of all that God had revealed. He is the new garment, the new 
wine, the new wineskin. At the same time we ask for the grace to 
follow him in earnest and not just superficially. He wants us to share 
in his cross, to follow in his footsteps as he makes his way to 
Calvary, for it is at Calvary that he redeems the world. We share in 
his redemptive work by sharing in his sacrifice. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down 

before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1-13; Psalm 88; Mark 2:23-28 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, and as 
his disciples walked along, they began to pick some ears of corn. 
The Pharisees said to him, Look, why are they doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath? He answered, Have you never read what 
David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? In 
the days ofAbiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and 
ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. 
And he also gave some to his companions. Then he said to them, The 
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath. (Mark 2:23-28) 
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Jesus is Lord Jesus of Nazareth transcends all the prophets — 
and, we might say, all the religious leaders of all human history — 
by his claims. Yes, there were his miracles. Who can be pointed to 
as having performed the miracles he performed? Moses by a stroke 
of the staff brought water from the rock. He also cleaved the Red 
Sea and enabled the children of Israel to pass through ahead of the 
pursuing Egyptians. Elijah and Elisha performed many miracles. 
But none of these could match the abundance and range of miracles 
which Christ, at a word and even without a word, effected. His 
greatest miracle was his own rising from the dead, after predicting 
that while he would freely lay down his life, he would on the third 
day freely take it up again. And again, none of the prophets could 
match his teaching in its sublimity. But more than anything, Christ 
transcended them all by his claims. He himself was at the centre of 
his teaching, and entry into the Kingdom of God which he 
announced and was establishing was granted to those who accepted 
in faith his claims as to his own Person. In his outstanding book 
Jesus of Nazareth Pope Benedict XVI refers to the reflections of the 
Jewish Rabbi Neusner, pondering on what “the sage Jesus” had to 
say of the commandments given to Moses. Jesus left out nothing, 
Neusner writes, but he added something altogether distinctive. It 
was himself Perfection, “the state of being holy as God is holy” — 
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as required by the Torah — “now consists in following Jesus.” {Jesus 
of Nazareth: From the Baptism in the Jordan to the Transfiguration, 
2007, ch.4, p. 105). The Kingdom of God opens to the one who 
believes in Jesus, who loves him, and who follows him, and who 
keeps his commandments for love of him. What other prophet had 
himself as the object of his teaching and who required of his disciples 
that they make him the object of their life? What other prophet 
claimed to be establishing God’s promised Kingdom with himself as 
its centrepiece? As our Lord’s ministry gradually unfolded, it became 
clear that Christ’s claims were exalted beyond compare. 

Our Gospel passage today (Mark 2:23-28) is all of a piece with 
this. The Pharisees notice that his disciples pick ears of corn as they 
make their way through the cornfield on the Sabbath day. Hungry 
after their service in the Synagogue with our Lord undoubtedly 
speaking and ministering there, they help themselves to ears of corn. 
They are violating the stipulation, laid down by certain traditions, 
that this amounted to harvesting on the Sabbath day. The Pharisees 
go straight to our Lord and object, perhaps thinking that with their 
Master allowing such a violation to go uncorrected the wider public 
may follow suit. Our Lord in his reply makes two points. He says 
that their interpretation goes beyond Scripture and the practice of the 
great and holy ones of Israel. For instance, in the circumstances he 
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was in, David regarded himself as free to do what was not allowed. 
But more significantly, our Lord pointed to himself. Whatever about 
David, he Jesus was the Lord. Indeed, he was the Lord of the very 
Sabbath! What prophet ever made such a claim? No one in all of 
sacred history had said such a thing, and here was Jesus calmly 
stating it before the leaders of the people. He was Lord of the 
Sabbath , even of the Sabbath. It was for him to decide how the 
Sabbath was to be observed. He carried in his person the authority of 
God. Jesus claimed to be Lord. This reached its culmination when 
our Lord rose from the dead and appeared to his disciples, this time 
Thomas being with them. He called Thomas to him and showed him 
his hands and his side, at which Thomas cried, “My Lord and my 
God \” Jesus is Lord. This is the proclamation of the Christian 
religion. He is not only the Lord of the Sabbath, but the Lord of 
everything. As risen, he told his disciples that all authority in heaven 
and on earth had been given to him. They were to go, then, and 
make disciples of all the nations, teaching them to observe all the 
commands he had given. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel, gazing 
on the figure of Jesus of Nazareth as he addresses himself to the 
Pharisees who come to him criticizing his disciples, and by 
implication, himself. He tells them that he has full authority to 
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interpret God’s law. His reply, though, reflects the heart and soul of 
his entire teaching which more than anything is about himself. He is 
Lord. He is the Messiah, the Son of God, himself God from God, 
and Saviour of the world. In having him we have every heavenly 
blessing. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65) :4 All the earth shall bow down 

before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 17:32-33.37.40-51; Ps 143; Mark 3:1-6 

Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a 
shrivelled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason 
to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heed 
him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shrivelled hand, 
Stand up in front of everyone. Then Jesus asked them, Which is 
lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill? 
But they remained silent. He looked round at them in anger and, 
deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, Stretch 
out your hand. He stretched it out, and his hand was completely 
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restored. Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the 
Herodians how they might kill Jesus. (Mark 3:1-6) 

The love of God In the Letter of St John, God is defined as 
Love. God is Love , St John writes. This has been understood by 
some to mean that God is never angry. He is pure benevolence. 
Over the years I have noticed that among some — indeed many — 
there is a great reluctance to speak of God in any terms other than 
love. Now, of course, God is indeed love but we must be careful lest 
our notion of “love” be not just an expression of the mixed and 
imperfect reality of human love. For instance, the love of a parent 
for her child that simply gives things to the child without regard for 
the child’s true benefit is scarcely true love. In this sense 
“benevolence” cannot be regarded as synonymous with true “love”. 
Love must be morally upright and concerned for the beloved’s true 
interests, which is to say above all for his moral good. One of the 
notions of God which John Henry Newman attacked during the rise 
of the Oxford Movement was that God is purely benevolent. Such a 
notion implies, of course, that God cannot be angry — meaning that 
he cannot be allowed to punish wrongdoing. Hell then is an 
impossibility because a notion of God that allows this would fly in 
the face of what we take to be essential to his divine nature. This 
philosophical and theological assumption reinterprets radically all the 
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instances in the Old Testament of the wrath of God. The “wrath” of 
God is said to be an anthropomorphism, an attribution to God of 
human limitations. Now, there is no denying that in some, perhaps 
many, cases in Scripture where God is described, the images used are 
analogies that include human limitations. But the wrath of God in 
response to deliberate and gross sin is too prominent a feature of 
Scripture to be dismissed in this way. The prophets speak often of it, 
and major historical events (such as the destruction of Jerusalem) are 
accounted for by it. God is revealed in the history of his chosen 
people to be full of love and yet angry at deliberate sin. He will not 
accept sin and allow it to go unpunished. Deliberate and obstinate 
sin provokes his “wrath.” 

The love of God hardly needs to be stressed in theory (though 
in practice it needs stressing), but the anger of God does need to be 
stressed both in theory and in practice. There is a further glib 
assumption and it is that the Old Testament portrays a God of anger 
(which notion is assumed to be basically an anthropomorphism), 
while the New Testament portrays a God of love. But no — and our 
Gospel scene today is but one example of the anger of the God of the 
New Testament in the face of deliberate sin. Both the love of God 
and his anger too are revealed in Jesus Christ, the Son of God made 
man. Christ finds himself in the synagogue with the man with the 
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shrivelled hand, and encircling him like vultures are his enemies 
watching if he will do something they can claim to be reprehensible, 
such as curing on the Sabbath. Their sinful blindness before the 
all-holy Christ is evident. How does our Lord react? Consider our 
text: “ Then Jesus asked them, Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do 
good or to do evil, to save life or to kill? But they remained silent. 
He looked round at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their 
stubborn hearts, said to the man, Stretch out your hand. He 
stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored’’' (Mark 3: 
1-6). Christ was angry. It was not an anger arising from personal 
affront for we see throughout the Gospels his personal humility. He 
did not get angry at his treatment during his Passion. He was angry 
here in our scene today “ at their stubborn hearts.” It was an anger 
springing from love for the good and a profound concern at what the 
leaders were doing to themselves and to others by their own sinful 
blindness. On another occasion he entered the Temple and, seeing 
the rampant disrespect for the House of his heavenly Father, he was 
angry. He threw them all out of the Temple and insisted on 
reverence and prayer. St Paul writes that Christ is the image of the 
unseen God. God is angered by deliberate and obstinate sin. 

Let us live in the love of God as revealed in Christ, and let us 
fear lest by sin we offend the all-holy God. No one in all the 
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Scriptures spoke as much on Hell as Christ did. It is the ultimate 
result of incurring the wrath of God. God loves holiness and he hates 
sin. He loves the sinner, and goes to immense length at great 
personal cost to save him from sin. But if this is refused and sin is 
chosen, then what is left is the “anger” of God. Let us keep these 
ultimate and awesome realities constantly before us as we make our 
way with Jesus to our homeland in heaven. 

-- 
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Thursday of the second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down 

before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Psalm 55; Mark 3:7-12 

Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large 
crowd from Gcdilee followed. When they heard cdl he was doing, 
many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the 
regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. Because of 
the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to 
keep the people from crowding him. For he had healed many, so that 
those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. Whenever 
the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, You 
are the Son of God. But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he 
was. (Mark 3:7-12) 
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Responding to Jesus Christ One of the advantages of 
having a true familiarity with both the Old and New Testaments is 
that what is distinctive to each is more clearly seen. When on one 
occasion our Lord asked his disciples who the people said he was, 
the consensus which his disciples conveyed to him was that he was a 
prophet, a great prophet, and indeed one of the great prophets come 
back among them. Our Lord too saw himself in the line of the 
prophets. On one occasion, referring to his return to his home town, 
he said that a prophet is not without honour except among his own. 
Again, when referring to his death, he said that it was not fitting that 
a prophet should die outside Jerusalem. Jesus of Nazareth was 
clearly a prophet. But if we set him in the line of the prophets it 
immediately becomes evident how he transcends them in prophetic 
power and stature. What prophet prior to Christ (or after him!) did 
what he was doing in our Gospel passage today? Immense and 
constant crowds were following him from Galilee. His fame spread 
beyond and drew people from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea and the 
regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. Together with 
his preaching there flowed from him effortless healings of all and 
any kind of ailments. Power and wisdom exuded from Jesus Christ 
to an extraordinary degree. Even demons were compelled to 
acknowledge him. We read that “Whenever the evil spirits saw him” 
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— we presume that Mark is here referring to those who were 
possessed by devils and who were driven to be their mouthpiece — 
“they fell down before him and cried out, You are the Son of God!” 
(Mark 3:7-12). Where in the Old Testament is there prophetic 
activity of this kind? Where do the demons acknowledge a prophet in 
these terms? Let us go beyond the ambit of revealed religion and 
pass to comparative religion. Where in the history of the world’s 
religions can this be found? Certainly there is no equal to it in the life 
of Mahomet, or Buddha, or Confucius. Jesus Christ is unique in 
revealed religion and in human history. 

Yet mysteriously, the response to Christ was so profoundly 
mixed. It is the mystery of created freedom. The crowds followed 
him but in due course fell away when his teaching went beyond their 
limited minds. When he announced the doctrine of the Eucharist in 
the synagogue of Capernaum (John 6), laying it down that the one 
who wishes to live forever must eat his flesh and drink his blood, he 
lost many of his disciples. It was too much, they said, and they 
walked no more with him. Our Lord’s mass influence began to wane 
and this was especially because of his word. The leaders of the 
people beheld before them a man of unassailable holiness. “ Can any 
of you convict me of sin?” our Lord once challenged them. They saw 
before their eyes his works which clearly placed a divine stamp on 
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what he was doing and saying. On one occasion he cured a helpless 
paralytic precisely to prove his divine power to forgive sins. But the 
Pharisees and leaders refused his teaching and mounted an 
orchestrated campaign to destroy him. They objected that he claimed 
that God was his own Father, and so made himself equal to God. He 
claimed to be Lord of the Sabbath. The Father and l are one, he 
claimed. Before Abraham ever was, I am, he said to them. Yet, look 
at who he showed himself to be! Plainly, he was not deranged, nor a 
deceiver. Consider the grandeur of his teaching, the holiness of his 
life, and the power of his works! Our Gospel passage today (Mark 
3:7-12) is one of many instances in which Christ shows how credible 
he was. But, as I said, the response to him was so profoundly mixed 
and ultimately so profoundly disappointing. It was more than 
disappointing, it was utterly tragic. It left Christ, the Man of the 
ages, dead on the cross. It was tragic in the sense that it was a tragic 
revelation of the power of sin in the heart of mankind and of all 
created reality. But by God’s plan this very rejection was the seed of 
a wonderful life for the world. In his very rejection Christ, by his 
obedience, won for sinful man a great and wondrous salvation. 
Among his wonderful works as exemplified by today’s Gospel, his 
own death was the greatest. 
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Let us place ourselves among the great throng watching and 
listening to Jesus of Nazareth. Better still, let us place ourselves at 
the head of them, in the front row. Better still, let us place ourselves 
among his very disciples and contemplate his person. Let us gaze on 
his face, the human face of God, God the Son made man. There I am 
among the others, listening to this wonder of our race. He turns and 
gazes at me with a smile, inviting me to be his friend, a friend indeed 
who will hear his word and put it into practice. I now resolve to do 
that for love of him. He is my love and my life. I intend to love him 
and follow him to the end, and with his grace I hope to persevere. 

-- 
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Friday of the second week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down 

before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 24:3-21; Psalm 56; Mark 3:13-19 

Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he 
wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve — designating 
them apostles — that they might be with him and that he might send 
them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons. These 
are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name 
Peter); James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave 
the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); Andrew, 
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphcieus, 
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
(Mark 3:13-19). 
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The Church Let us consider the significance of the step our 
Lord takes in today’s Gospel passage. We are still early in Mark’s 
account — only a fifth of our way through his Gospel. Our Lord has 
crowds thronging after him. He was announcing and establishing 
God’s Kingdom and he is clearly at its head. There is a great sense 
of mission in evidence and our Lord has gathered around him certain 
persons whom he especially invited to follow him. There was Simon 
and his brother Andrew, and James and his brother John. Matthew, 
the author of the Gospel, takes care to include his own call. He is 
Levi the tax collector. But now the time comes for a formal 
appointment of those who would be at the head of the great divine 
enterprise. Mark provides the detail that our Lord goes up on a 
mountainside, there to institute the Twelve. The solemnity is 
manifest. Mark — and behind him, Peter, his source — may intend 
the reader to be reminded of God summoning Moses and his 
companions to the mountain. Moses alone approached Yahweh 
(Exodus 24: 1-2), the others remaining at a distance. Jesus was the 
new Moses leading a new people. Now he calls to him those he 
wanted. He had invited them to follow him before, but now the call 
is formalized in a solemn appointment. Twelve are set aside to be 
especially associated with him, to live with him, to share in his 
apostolic friendship. They were to be his friends and sharers in his 
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leadership in the great redemptive work. Why are twelve chosen? 
After all, to this point in Mark’s Gospel the call of only five of 
Christ’s disciples has been mentioned. But now twelve are formally 
commissioned. Clearly, Christ is conscious of taking an historic step 
in God’s plan for mankind. God had promised Abraham that from 
him all the tribes of the earth would be blessed. From him came the 
twelve patriarchs of the twelve tribes of Israel, and from one of them 
had come Jesus, the Messiah. Christ was fully aware of this, and that 
he, the new Moses, was forming a new people of God from the 
mountain. It would be the fulfilment of the old. The promised new 
covenant was in the making, and the Twelve would be its patriarchs. 

All this is to say that our Lord, virtually from the outset of his 
work, was giving to the Kingdom a divinely intended structure. He 
was its King and Lord, and there were to be his principal officers. 
He was not just preaching a message and doing a work which would 
have its own life to develop as circumstances allowed. He was not 
just beginning a movement , a spiritual force in the world, a teaching 
that would have a life of its own and that would develop as its 
participants thought fit. He was establishing God’s promised 
Kingdom, with himself as its King. Buddha did not set out to 
establish a kingdom. Are you a king, then? asked Pilate of Jesus. 
That is the way you are putting it, our Lord responded. Yes, I am a 
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king, but mine is not a kingdom of this world. “7 was born for this," 
he continued to Pilate, “to bear witness to the truth; and all who are 
on the side of truth listen to my voice ” (John 18:37). As St John 
writes in the prologue of his Gospel, “the Law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ .” Jesus 
Christ is the embodiment and source of this truth and grace. In him 
is present and available this Kingdom of truth and grace, and one 
enters it by entering into union with Jesus, receiving his teaching and 
sharing his life. But all of this has a divinely intended structure. In 
our Gospel passage today Christ appoints the Twelve “that they 
might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to 
have authority to drive out demons ” (Mark 3:13-19). That described 
their mission in germ, a mission which would grow in proportion and 
definition as the work of Christ unfolded. Christ called them his 
Twelve Apostles, the foundation stones of his Church with Peter at 
their head. To him would Christ give the keys of the Kingdom of 
heaven and their task after he was glorified would be to bring him to 
the world. He is the Saviour of the world, and the work of the 
Church, founded as it is on the Twelve Apostles, is to make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them and teaching them all that Christ 
has commanded. 
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As we contemplate our Gospel scene today describing Christ’s 
appointment of the Twelve, let us look ahead to the development of 
Christ’s Church and her mission of bringing Christ to the world. In 
her, in Christ’s Catholic Church, there is present Christ himself. He 
is her treasure and her reason for being. He is the great protagonist 
within, the Saviour of all. He is the one we are called to love and to 
follow. Let us then be with him constantly and share daily in his 
mission. 
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Saturday of the second week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65) :4 All the earth shall bow down 

before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Sam. 1:1-4.11-12.19.23-27; Ps 79; Mark 3:20-21 

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so 
that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family 
heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, He is 
out of his mind. (Mark 3:20-21) 

The mission Our Gospel passage is brief and portrays a 
scene of intense activity. Our Lord has launched his public ministry 
in earnest and has appointed the Twelve to participate closely with 
him in his mission. He entered a house perhaps to rest and eat. But 
the scene is besieged with the crowds. They press upon our Lord and 
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his disciples so much so that they do not have a minute to 
themselves. It appears overwhelming to our Lord’s circle of relatives 
with whom he had lived at Nazareth up until the very recent past, and 
they come to extricate him from the seeming confusion. This detail 
reminds us of something fundamental. Christ’s immersion in the 
very human situation of family and relatives shows that he, the Son 
of God made man, was absolutely and truly man. He was one of his 
clan at Nazareth and some of the clan came forward to take charge of 
him in his growing predicament. There had to be crowd control and 
he had to be protected from himself as much as from them. The 
point here, though, is that it shows something of the character of 
Christ’s thirty years at Nazareth. He lived those years quietly as a 
true member of the family, the wider circle of relatives, and the town. 
The Incarnation of the Son of God was very authentic. He did not 
live as a being somewhat apart and very different. His peers among 
his relatives and townspeople looked on him very much as one of 
them and did not hesitate to assume charge of him if they thought it 
fit. He is out of his senses, they thought, to immerse himself in this 
situation. How like typical family life! God truly became man, and 
one of us in every respect except for sin. No sin ever touched him, of 
course, but in every other respect he was subject to the human 
condition. He was truly man and subject to the pressures, trials and 


- 916 - 



even some of the external temptations bearing down upon every man. 
And in all of this we are speaking of the Son of God! Our passage 
today reminds us of the Incarnation. 

The brief passage also portrays the intensity of our Lord’s love. 
We gain glimpses of the consuming and exhausting character of our 
Lord’s work for the people from various scenes in the Gospels. On 
one occasion in the Gospel of John (ch. 4) our Lord, going from 
Judea to Galilee, was passing through Samaria and arrived at Jacob’s 
Well. The Gospel specifically says he was weary from the journey 
and at least some of his disciples went ahead for food while he 
rested. The implication is that Christ was very weary indeed, much 
more so than his disciples. If we take into account his undoubted 
great energy, we must assume his weariness was due to his 
exceptional and unceasing work. On another occasion Jesus and his 
disciples were out on the Sea of Galilee in the boat when a great 
storm suddenly rose and threatened the craft and all who were in it 
with a disaster. But amid all the tremendous turmoil Jesus was sound 
asleep. It may have been with difficulty that they awoke him — 
since the storm certainly did not wake him. We are going down , they 
shouted. Christ’s sleep was so profound that they asked him, do you 
not care? The intensity of his work must have been altogether out of 
the ordinary, and in this sense his sleeping in the boat is a sign of the 
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apostolic concern that filled his whole being. Christ is the image of 
the invisible God, and so in all this he reveals the concern and work 
of God. On one occasion when our Lord was attacked by the 
Pharisees for healing and doing good on the Sabbath, he said that 
inasmuch as my Father works, so do I. So the work of Christ is a 
reflection of the work of the Father. It is a constant work, going on 
for the salvation of every man and woman. God is working 
constantly in order that we, each of us, might be saved. Our Gospel 
scene today (Mark 3:20-21) is all of a piece with this. Christ is 
portrayed at work for the salvation of souls and so great was the 
intensity of his work that even his relatives thought he was beside 
himself. 

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son. He 
who is the image of the unseen God became as men are and humbler 
yet, giving himself over to unstinting service that they might be 
saved. He did this even unto death. To those who were 
uncomprehending it seemed that he was beside himself. But it was 
all the outpouring of his love, and that love was for each one of us. 
Let us place ourselves in his company and, accepting his offer of 
friendship, take our part with him, sharing in his mission of bringing 
the life of God to each man and woman. 
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The Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 25:4-9; 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. The time has come, he said. The 
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news! As Jesus 
walked beside the Sea of Gcdilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. Come, 
follow me, Jesus said, and I will make you fishers of men. At once 
they left their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left 
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their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 
(Mark 1:14-20) 

Faith in divine revelation Every Sunday during Mass we 
recite together the Nicene Creed, that statement of the Christian Faith 
that is especially the product of the Councils of Nicea and 
Constantinople in the fourth century. The Church also encourages us 
often to pray the Apostles’ Creed, that statement of the Faith that was 
especially used by the Church in Rome for its baptismal liturgy. 
Both creeds begin with the words, I Believe. We profess before God, 
before the Church, and before all men that we believe what we have 
received from Christ as transmitted to us in his name by the Church. 
So the beginning of the Christian life and of a life of bearing witness 
to what God has revealed is a proclamation of the fundamental 
importance of faith in the Christian life. God has revealed himself in 
history and, specifically, in the person of Jesus Christ. Sustained by 
the grace of God, we respond with the obedience of faith. We do not 
respond by promising to make up our own minds in all sincerity as to 
whether what God has said is true and so ought be accepted — to 
give God a very good hearing, as it were. No, once we are satisfied 
that God has indeed revealed himself we respond with faith in him 
and in his word. Faith is the foundation of the Christian life and is its 
starting point. If a person cannot bring himself to believe, to assent 
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to what God has said as it is transmitted by the Church, then he is not 
yet a Catholic Christian. The proper response to God revealing 
himself in his word, and in particular in his Word which is his Son 
Jesus Christ, is the full surrender of ourselves to him and the 
acceptance of his truth insofar as it is guaranteed by Jesus Christ, the 
One who is Truth himself. Our Lord said to his Apostles, I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. Christ is the Truth given to us by God, 
and the Christian accepts this totally. We need the grace of God to 
make this act of faith, and without it we would be constantly moving 
in and out of scepticism and doubt. With it, we can truly believe. 

This response of faith to God revealing himself is illustrated in 
our Gospel passage today. As soon as John’s public ministry was 
terminated, Jesus began his. He went through Galilee preaching the 
Kingdom of God. This Kingdom, as he would gradually reveal, is 
present in his own person. What were all to do? They were to repent 
and believe. They were to properly dispose themselves for what was 
soon to be revealed, and believe. Belief and the readiness to believe 
was the fundamental response to God’s revelation. Our Lord did not 
say, get ready to hear what I am about to say and decide for yourself 
whether what I shall say is correct. No, he said. Repent , change your 
heart, and believe. Accept it totally. Faith is the foundation of the 
following of Christ. Without it we are not in union with him. In our 


- 922 - 



Gospel scene (Mark 1:14-20) our Lord calls Simon and Andrew and 
James and John. They respond to his call by surrendering 
themselves to him and putting their full faith in his word. Why did 
they do this? They did this because they fully accepted his authority 
as the Truth and the Life. He was the Way to God. They believed. 
On this basis of faith they followed him and resolved to live 
according to his teaching. And so it is with the Church itself and all 
her members. Faith is the foundation of everything. In practice it 
means adhering to Christ as to God, entrusting oneself to him and 
giving one’s assent to all that he has revealed because he, God the 
Son made man, is the Truth. What he has revealed is set forth age 
after age by the Church he founded on the Apostles with Peter at 
their head. Inasmuch as Christ is the only way to the Father, belief in 
his word — in other words, faith — is necessary for salvation. But 
this faith which is God’s gift is at the same time our own personal 
act. It is our act of assent to divine truth prompted by our own will 
as moved by the grace of God. It gives us religious certainty, it 
continually grows through listening to God’s word, and even now it 
is a foretaste of heaven. We ought to pray for an increase of faith, 
and make faith in Christ the foundation of life. 

One of the greatest religious minds of the nineteenth century 
was Cardinal John Henry Newman. He loved the Creed. We ought 
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love the Creed too, and often recite it. Let us especially relish the 
very beginning of it, in which we state, 1 believe. I believe all that 
Christ has revealed as it comes to me through my mother the Church. 
Let us never entertain the slightest doubt about Christ and his 
revelation, because it is this gift of our faith that is the foundation of 
all true sanctity and of all progress towards our homeland in heaven. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 144-165 
(“I believe” the obedience of faith and the characteristics of faith) 

-- 
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Monday of the third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 5:1-7.10; Psalm 88; Mark3:22-30 

And the teachers of the law who came clown from Jerusalem 
said, He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is 
driving out demons. So Jesus called them and spoke to them in 
parables: How can Satan drive out Satan ? If a kingdom is divided 
against itself that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided 
against itself that house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes himself 
and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. In fact, no-one 
can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless 
he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. I tell you 
the truth, cdl the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 
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But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be 
forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin. He said this because they 
were saying, He has an evil spirit. (Mark 3: 22-30) 

The great choice I have read interpretations of the hostility 
mounted against Jesus that in effect explain away the culpability 
involved in it. I have seen portrayals of the betrayal of Christ that 
excuse the betrayer, whereas the Gospels allow for no such excuse. 
After having taught his doctrine of the Eucharist in the synagogue of 
Capernaum and having lost many of his disciples as a result, Christ 
said that one of his chosen Twelve was a devil. St John tells us that 
he was referring to Judas (John 6:70-71). At the Last Supper he 
pronounced a woe upon the one who would betray him. I have also 
seen excuses made for those who mounted the sustained attack on 
Christ during his public ministry and even for those who engineered 
his death. All of these dramatic events were part of the saving 
providence of God, but they were not for that reason excusable. 
They present us with the fact of sin. It is clear from the Gospels that 
Satan was at work, and our Lord referred to some of his enemies as 
having Satan for their father. All this is to say that the rejection of 
Christ involved sin, with enormous implications for the ones who 
refused him. In our Gospel passage today the teachers of the law, no 
less, came from Jerusalem and were saying that Christ was 
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dominating and scattering the demons by demonic power. They were 
asserting that in his command over the demons he was the associate 
and instrument of the Prince of the underworld. Our Lord 
sovereignly dismissed the accusation as a tactical absurdity even 
from Satan’s point of view. But, having said that, he then issues a 
solemn warning. It is possible to blaspheme the Holy Spirit by such 
an accusation because it was evident that he, Jesus, was being led by 
the Holy Spirit. A sin such as this is of tremendous proportions. It 
would seem that our Lord was referring to a deliberate turning 
against the light in which the presence and action of the Spirit of God 
are clearly seen. In effect it chooses to regard Him, the Holy Spirit, 
as evil. A person can sin in such a way as to place himself 
deliberately beyond the reach of God. It is a horrifying possibility. 

All of this reminds us of the worst thing in the world, which is 
sin. Sin is the deliberate choice of what is wrong, and because it is 
wrong it offends God. The conscience of man senses that the choice 
of what is morally wrong is a choice to offend God. The conscience, 
when properly and normally formed, senses that God is somehow at 
the foundation of morality, and that to violate the moral law is to 
violate the will of God. It does not require a divine revelation for 
man to understand that it is evil to choose what is wrong, and that 
such a choice makes a man evil. It probably does require a divine 
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revelation for man to understand the immensity of the evil of sin, that 
sin is the worst thing in the universe, and that its presence in the 
world has had universal consequences. St Paul writes in his Letter to 
the Romans that sin entered the world through one man and through 
sin death came and spread through the whole human race. We would 
not have known this had it not been revealed. Due to the sin of the 
original couple each of us is born with an inherited innate propensity 
to sin which we do not have the power to overcome. Its natural 
outcome is death, and were it not for the grace of God the death 
would be total and eternal yet not involving extinction. The point 
here, though, is that we are all infected by, subject to, and influenced 
by, sin. The challenge of life is to resist it by the grace of God won 
for us by Christ, and, indeed, to overcome it. Our Gospel passage 
today (Mark 3: 22-30) shows us what sin can lead to. It led the 
teachers of the revealed law, no less, to be so hostile to the Son of 
God made man as to accuse him of being led by Satan, and of being 
empowered by Satan to drive out demonic spirits. The response of 
Christ to this accusation further informs us that sin can reach such a 
pass as to constitute a blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, and to be 
beyond forgiveness. Sin is the worst thing in the universe and it can 
grow to unspeakable proportions. The most important thing in life is 
to fight and overcome it, and replace it by holiness. 
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There is a choice that faces every man and woman. It is to 
choose what is good or to choose what is evil. It is to choose what 
will please God or to choose what will offend him. It is of 
fundamental importance that we see life in these terms and that we 
take our stand with God who has come among us in the person of 
Christ. So, am I for Christ or not? I must choose for him and this 
means renouncing sin and living according to Christ’s revelation. It 
is this which will bring me life. Not to do this brings death. That is 
what, in the last analysis, all of creation is about. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the third week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 6: 12-15.17-19; Psalm 23; Mark 3:31-35 

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, 
they sent someone in to call him. A crowd was sitting around him, 
and they told him, Your mother and brothers are outside looking for 
you. Who are my mother and my brothers? he asked. Then he 
looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, Here are my 
mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and 
sister and mother. (Mark 3:31-35) 

Human dignity There are some absolutely fundamental 
ideas that can be difficult to analyse and defend, but which are 
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clearly true. One such is the notion of human dignity. It is 
commonly accepted that a human being has a dignity utterly unique 
and different in kind from that of any animal — and one would 
expect all to appreciate this. The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was ratified in 1948 by the United Nations. This recognised 
“the inherent dignity and ... the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family .” Since World War II nearly 40 
national constitutions have referred explicitly to human dignity. But 
not all persons accept this notion. I remember years ago when I was 
doing a Masters in Philosophy I placed human dignity at the centre 
of morality in a paper I wrote. One of the staff members in the 
Philosophy department who read the paper stated he did not 
understand nor accept the concept. He is not alone in this. I recently 
read of an academic at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New 
York who stated that the concept “human dignity” ought to be 
dumped. Again, Steven Pinker, a professor of evolutionary 
psychology at Harvard University, wrote an article in the journal, 
The New Republic , under the headline “The Stupidity of Dignity.” I 
do not wish here to engage in a philosophical discussion of the 
notion of human dignity, worthy and important as such an analysis is. 
I believe that the common sense of man accepts it as a foundation of 
morality. Man is not just to be used but respected in himself and 
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treated as his humanity requires. But let us move from the 
consideration of what nature (i.e., human nature) suggests of human 
dignity to what God himself has revealed. God has revealed that in 
creating man, he has made and sustained man in his own image and 
likeness. This confers on us a great dignity. In the first instance man 
is not just like the animal but rather he is like God. God is his 
Father, and man is personal made in his image. 

Christ has not only revealed the natural dignity of the human 
being, but has conferred on man a further dignity. God the Son 
became man, and in doing so gave to us a special dignity. We are 
not only persons made in God’s likeness but we are brothers and 
sisters of the Son of God made man. This tremendous dignity is 
stressed by our Lord in various contexts. For instance, in his 
description of the Last Judgment of all the nations assembled before 
him, our Lord tells us of the decisive issue. The issue will be our 
love for and service of others. Others, especially those in need, have 
an enormous, unique and absolute dignity, such that respect for it has 
eternal implications. Our Lord says that whatever we do for “the 
least of these brothers ” of his he will regard as having been done for 
him. So Christ regards the least person, the person in greatest need, 
as his own brother. If I give to a person a reference which states in 
writing that whatever is done to that person I will regard as having 
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been done to me, any reader of the reference will understand that I 
have a great respect and regard for that person. His dignity is shown 
forth by my identification with him. Christ has made himself our 
brother. That is a profound source of human dignity because Christ 
is God. If Christ loves and respects me, should not everyone? But 
now, in our Gospel today there is a further revelation of the dignity 
of man — and in this case it is the dignity of the truly religious man, 
the man who strives to do God’s will. Our Lord is speaking to a 
group of listeners and disciples when his mother and brethren arrive, 
sending a message that they would like to speak with him. Our Lord 
looks upon those who have been listening to him with such good 
dispositions and replies, “ Here are my mother and my brothers! 
Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother’'' (Mark 
3:31-35). The one who strives to do the will of God has the dignity 
of being the brother or sister of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ has brought to the world a resounding stress on 
human dignity. He has made the dignity of every man and woman a 
keystone of human life and civilization. The final Judgment will 
pivot around it. A person who has little sense of the dignity of every 
human being is living very far from Jesus Christ. A person whose 
life is spent in the service and promotion of human dignity is very 
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pleasing to God. Let us unite ourselves to Jesus Christ in living a life 
vindicating the dignity of every single person. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7: 4-7; Psalm 88; Mark 4:1-20 

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that 
gathered round him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it 
out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the 
water’s edge. He taught them many things by parables, and in his 
teaching scud: Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell cdong the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. 
It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun 
came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 
had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
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choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed 
fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying 
thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times. Then Jesus said, He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear. When he was alone, the Twelve and the 
others around him asked him about the parables. He told them, The 
secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on 
the outside everything is said in parables so that, ‘they may be ever 
seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never 
understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’ Then 
Jesus said to them, Don’t you understand this parable? How then 
will you understand any parable? The farmer sows the word. Some 
people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon 
as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown 
in them. Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and 
at once receive it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only 
a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 
word, they quickly fall away. Still others, like seed sown among 
thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 
word, accept it, and produce a crop — thirty, sixty or even a hundred 
times what was sown. (Mark 4:1-20) 
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Fidelity There is a term which is used in various contexts. It 
is, the “greener pastures.” Time and time again we find ourselves 
thinking of the “greener pastures” beyond the situation we are in. If 
only my present situation were other than it is! If only my situation in 
the past had been different! I would have succeeded. Such are often 
our musings and regrets. Success! Now, what is success? The key to 
success appears differently to different people. The one considers it 
to be the absence of worry. To another it appears to be an abundance 
of material means. Another again considers it to consist in being 
held high in the estimation of others. These things can be keys to 
certain kinds of success, and of course the basic question is, wherein 
lies true success, and what are the means to attain it? The Christian 
religion points decisively to the person of Jesus Christ as the answer 
to these questions. Ultimate success in life consists in doing the will 
of God for love of him and doing it with all one’s heart. This is 
possible through the grace of Jesus Christ. But now, in our Gospel 
scene today our Lord expresses it even more simply. There is 
present in the world something which will make all the difference to 
individual life and to the course of the world. It is fully accessible 
and full of promise. It is the word of God. God has made known his 
will and has revealed himself and his plan for mankind. Through this 
word a harvest is possible in the life of man. Ultimate success does 
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not depend on an abundance of wealth, or the absence of worry, or 
the good opinion of others. Success depends on receiving this word 
which God has uttered, accepting it and living according to it. If this 
is done, the harvest will come. This means that ultimate success is 
possible for all, high or low, rich or poor, blessed or not so blessed. 
The supreme exemplar of this is Christ himself, who as he himself 
said, always did what pleased God his Father. His food was to do the 
will of the one who sent him. All those who take their part with him 
follow his way which is to hear what God has said and to put it into 
practice. 

The constant danger that can deprive man of true success in life 
is that of being drawn away from hearing the word of God, accepting 
it and putting it into practice. Our Lord likens all this to what 
happens to the seed which is cast this way and that across the 
fanner’s land. It has all the potential in the world to produce a 
harvest, but it will depend on how it is received. Our Lord describes 
this situation: “ Some people are like seed along the path, where the 
word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away 
the word that was sown in them." So these people do not receive the 
word of God at all. In a variety of ways, their hearts and minds are 
wholly given over to things other than God, rendering them 
impervious to his word. Satan is able with ease to divert them from 
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all attention to the word which has come before them. “ Others, like 
seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with 
joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away." So they are spiritually weak. Perhaps we could say that their 
natural character and mind offers little possibility for their holding on 
to the word when difficulty arises. They want quick gratification, 
and any real difficulty will undermine commitment in their life. 
“Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the 
worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 
other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.'’’ Such 
people as these are capable of commitment, perhaps, but though the 
word of God lodges within them (in a way it cannot with those who 
are like the path) it is gradually lost and stifled among competing and 
more dominant temporal interests. “ Others, like seed sown on good 
soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop — thirty, sixty or 
even a hundred times what was sown" (Mark 4:1-20). It is this last 
group of persons who understand that the all-sufficient and necessary 
thing in life is the word of God, accepting it totally, and then putting 
it into practice. 

Christ is the exemplar for mankind of hearing the word of God 
and putting it into practice. Mary his mother — who is one of us — 
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is his perfect reflection in receiving the word of God and putting it 
into practice. All that matters in life is that we imitate this pattern 
that distinguished her life. If this is done, life will be a resounding 
success, whatever be our circumstances. Health or sickness, the 
esteem of others or not, wealth or poverty, influence or the lack of it, 
all these things ultimately are beside the point and are mere means. 
A successful harvest springs from receiving the word of God which 
comes from Christ and his Church, and living entirely according to it. 

-- 
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Thursday of the third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7: 18-19.24-29; Psalm 131; Mark 4:21-25 

He said to them, Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl 
or a bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? For whatever is 
hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant 
to be brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let him 
hear. Consider carefully what you hear, he continued. With the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you — and even more. 
Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what 
he has will be taken from him. (Mark 4:21-25) 
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The apostolic spirit There have been some people in history 
who have set out to establish a great empire, and they have had an 
ability commensurate with that ambition. Philip of Macedon had 
great ability and set out to establish his dominion. To have subjected 
Greece to himself was a tremendous achievement and he established 
his rule on a secure footing. His son, Alexander the Great, had 
extraordinary ability and ruthlessly extended his empire, causing 
great human carnage in the process. One wonders who in history 
could have defeated him, all things being equal. Genghis Khan 
established an empire. Napoleon Bonaparte set out to establish an 
empire and for a few years succeeded, finally overreaching himself. 
All these instances in history of empire-building involved great 
destruction of life and lasted for a time and then faded and fell. But 
they do give us a back-drop, we might say, to one empire-builder 
whose empire will never fade and which will last forever. I refer to 
Jesus Christ. He came to establish a Kingdom. His Kingdom was 
God’s Kingdom, not the kingdom of this or that ambitious, ruthless 
and capable temporal ruler. It is a Kingdom which endures to this 
day, not a Kingdom of this world but a Kingdom in this world, and 
one which will never end. It is the Kingdom of God present here on 
earth and which in prophecy after prophecy in one way or another 
had been long foretold, together with its promised King. In the Old 
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Testament book of Numbers we read the oracle of Balaam who saw 
arising from the stock of Jacob a “/zero” who “ reigns over countless 
peoples ... his majesty is exalted.'’’’ (24:7). He foresees that u a star 
from Jacob takes the leadership, a sceptre arises from Israel ” 
(24:17). The point I am making here is that Jesus of Nazareth did not 
come simply to be a great religious teacher who would of course 
gather numerous disciples. No. He came to conquer the world and 
to be the Lord of the earth. 

Of course Jesus is an utterly different King from the kings of 
the earth, and his Kingdom is entirely different from theirs. But he is 
a King. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords, and as he told his 
disciples when he rose from the dead, all authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to him. Now, what is the implication of this for 
those who love him and who wish to live in his company and 
friendship? The implication is that they are engaged in a great 
conquering march. They are marching with him and the purpose is 
to win the hearts of all men. They are not, as his disciples, simply to 
sit with him. They have his work to do. They are called to share in 
the work and mission of the King whom they love and wish to obey. 
For this reason our Lord, risen from the dead, told his disciples that 
they were to go to the whole world and make disciples of cdl the 
nations , teaching them to observe all he had commanded them. They 
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were to establish, with him working as their head, an empire of 
disciples who would do as he had commanded. It is an empire of 
those who have the mind of Christ and who lay down their lives daily 
in humble service of God and neighbour, living according to his Law 
as it proclaimed and explained in the teaching of the Church which 
speaks in his name. The disciple of Christ, then, has a mission, and 
his prosecution of this mission is an essential part of his following of 
the Master. This is the context in which we can interpret our Lord’s 
words in today’s Gospel. We who acknowledge Jesus as the Master 
have a light, a “lamp”, to show. It must be placed on “its stand”, and 
all that we have heard from Christ and his Church is to “be brought 
out into the open.” The world must be brought to hear what Christ 
has proclaimed, and if we do not bother to bring Christ and his word 
to the world, then Christ has this warning: ‘‘‘'With the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you — and even more.'’’’ He wants us to 
bear apostolic fruit for him. “ Whoever has will be given more; 
whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him’’'’ 
(Mark 4:21-25). 

In the middle of the last century the great Pope Pius XII said 
that being apostolic is of the essence of the Christian life. We are 
called not only to a life of personal piety — which of course is 
utterly essential — but also to a life of witness, striving to bring 
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others to the knowledge and love of Christ. How we do this will 
depend on the particular vocation we have been granted. Christ 
depends on us to assist in making disciples of all the nations. The 
world must be brought to acknowledge him as Lord, and to live 
accordingly. Let us take up the grand work and persevere daily in it. 
So then, now I begin! 
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Friday of the third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 11: 1-4.5-10.13-17; Ps. 50; Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus also said, This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
All by itself the soil produces corn—first the stalk, then the ear, then 
the full grain in the ear. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come. Again he said, What shall 
we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you 
plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the 
largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of 
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the air can perch in its shade. With many similar parables Jesus 
spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did 
not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. (Mark 
4:26-34) 

True utopia The word “Utopia” is a well-known term more 
or less denoting an ideally perfect place or state of things in this life. 
All understand that it is not an actual place or state of things, but one 
to be worked for. The expression gradually gained currency 
following the publication of St Thomas More’s book Utopia in 1516 
describing an imaginary island or kingdom with an ideal social and 
political system. It expressed More’s conception and image of the 
social and political ideal. This book was written by an outstanding 
and learned Catholic saint who rose to great civil prominence in 
England and was finally martyred for his Catholic Faith by King 
Henry VIII. But there have been many “utopias” presented over the 
centuries. One of the most dominant was that of Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels in nineteenth century England. Their utopian vision 
of a classless society led to the disastrous communist systems of the 
twentieth century. A utopia usually looks to a future “kingdom” or 
state of things in which the struggle and the development will finally 
be over and all will be peace. Now, the Christian knows that the 
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ultimate utopia is one which God has revealed. The idea of a utopia 
is not an unreal figment of human dreams. There is indeed an 
ultimate utopia, and it has been revealed by God. It is his Kingdom, 
and the Christian prays that his Kingdom will come. Christ came to 
establish this Kingdom, and he has done so. But let us notice a 
feature of Christ’s teaching on the Kingdom, the utopia which God 
has revealed. It is that it is not just a future state or place beyond and 
after all the struggle and development that is required to produce it. 
It includes the struggle and the development. That is to say, a person 
enters this Kingdom, becomes part of it, and as part of it continues to 
struggle for it, and in and through his struggle helps bring it to its 
fullness. The Kingdom of God is not to be envisaged as something 
always out there ahead, some distance off. It is not just the greener 
pasture constantly in the future, attained only in heaven. The pie is 
not just in the sky. It is here. 

Consider our Lord’s words in which he describes the Kingdom 
of God. It is something which is present and growing and which of 
course will have its glorious result. “This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, 
whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 
does not know how. All by itself the soil produces corn — first the 
stalk, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.'’’’ So the Kingdom of 
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God is like a farm that is being constantly worked. It is present now 
amidst our toil. Again, our Lord stresses its present and developing 
character in his next image. “It is like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows 
and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches 
that the birds of the air can perch in its shade ” (Mark 4:26-34). The 
Kingdom is already planted among us and the birds of the air are 
already perched in its shade. Of course, there is a glorious fulfilment 
ahead, but nevertheless by our union with the risen Jesus we are 
already part of the utopia now, in its beginnings. It is already 
present, provided we are in Christ. We are part of it in our very toil 
and in our very sufferings. Hence we can even now share in the joy 
of the utopia — this joy is not something wholly and entirely to be 
attained sometime in the future. The peace of our future lot is 
something we can enjoy now, for Christ said, my peace I give unto 
you — not the peace coming from the world, but as coming from me. 
In its essence, the utopia of God is present in Jesus Christ, and we 
are part of it by means of our union with him. Hence there is nothing 
that happens in life that lacks ultimate meaning and purpose. By our 
union with Christ everything has meaning and value. As St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters, nothing can separate us from the love of 
God present in Jesus Christ. However marred by sin and suffering 
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our life may be, because of Christ it is indeed a beautiful world, and 
much, much more is to come. Jesus Christ is our utopia. 

One of the interesting yet sad features of many who work for a 
utopia is that they are very angry and jealous. They hate much of 
what they see and they become dangerous. Other people are a means 
to their utopian end. Not so with the utopia which God has revealed, 
the utopia he has had in mind from all eternity. His ultimate regime, 
his Kingdom, is present now and by our baptism in Christ we are part 
of it. We are blessed to be citizens of God’s Kingdom now, while 
having the mission to strive and to struggle as did Christ himself our 
King. Our toils in Christ serve to bring on the Kingdom, while 
constantly giving to our life a present joy. 

-- 
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Saturday of the third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 

Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 12: 1-7.10-17; Psalm 50; Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, Let us go 
over to the other side. Leaving the crowd behind, they took him 
along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with 
him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so 
that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a 
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, Teacher, don’t you 
care if we drown ? He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the 
waves, Quiet! Be still! Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm. He said to his disciples, Why are you so afraid? 
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Do you still have no faith? They were terrified and asked each other, 
Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him! (Mark 4: 35-41) 

With him we are safe I once read an interesting family 
history that had unearthed hitherto unknown facts about the earliest 
forebears in Australia of that family. The author stated that until he 
looked into his family origins in Australia he had found Australian 
history quite uninteresting. With his research it had become alive for 
him and full of interest. History now lived for him and became full 
of fascination as he had a stake in it. Taking the point further, I often 
think that a sense of history gives one a bird’s-eye view of the drama 
of the life and death of numbers of people. There passes before 
one’s mind and imagination a varied procession of persons who are 
born and grow, who struggle with the elements of life with its 
successes and failures and who finally pass away, to be replaced by 
the next generation who face a similar struggle. Man finds himself in 
the midst of a world that to a greater or lesser extent has to be 
managed for his benefit and which continually threatens him with 
deprivation and defeat. The farmer struggles against the elements, 
the sailor fights the seas. From within his very own being too he 
finds himself besieged with threats. He gets sick, diseased and he 
finally dies from a gradual or even sudden physical deterioration. 
More deeply, man finds himself plagued not only with physical 
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threats but with moral. He comes to see that he is faced with moral 
breakdown. Despite what he may wish, moral evil takes him hither 
and thither. All this is to say that the ground beneath him in so many 
respects is uneven, uncertain, shifting and ever liable to crumble and 
drag him down. If only there were a Power to which he could cling! 
Such is the cry of man in history, and a sense of history can convey 
this. Well, there is indeed such a Power. Within this uncertain and 
threatening world there has intervened One who can be relied upon 
utterly as the answer to all man’s needs. Our Gospel passage today 
gives us an event that is so symbolic of the threats bearing down on 
us, of our need for One to whom we can cling, and of the fact of an 
all-powerful Saviour. 

The disciples are out on the Sea of Galilee. Among them are 
experienced fishermen, used to the dangers of the wind and the 
waves. The storm suddenly arises and it is one far beyond their 
expectations. “A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over 
the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, 
sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” (Mark 4: 35-41). We must 
presume that over many generations and even centuries the Sea of 
Galilee had seen many drowned. We read elsewhere in the Gospel of 
how news reached our Lord of the Tower of Siloam falling on many 
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and killing them. All kinds of accidents and catastrophes occur 
everywhere and the land of the chosen people was no exception. The 
disciples in the boat could have been like so many others of the past: 
there could have been a tragedy during this very crossing. Their 
plight in the boat at this point may be seen as an image of the 
constant predicament of man. He is entirely vulnerable before the 
forces of the world, including the forces of the fallen nature that is 
his. What could they do before such elements? They were helpless 
and ordinarily nothing could stop what threatened them. Nothing 
could save them, and in this they represented the family of man, so 
many of whom time and again are swept away into oblivion with 
nothing or no one to cling to. The difference now, though, was that 
they had with them the Saviour. He was asleep from the exhaustion 
of his unremitting ministry, a sleep that we may presume was 
profoundly peaceful. The storm and the fury of the wind and waves 
made not the slightest difference to his slumber, a slumber that 
contrasted strikingly with the terror and panic of the disciples. They 
woke him with a shout, wondering that he did not seem to care at the 
predicament of all. He awoke, stood up, and at a mere word 
commanded the elements and all was calm. The world is in the 
hands of Jesus of Nazareth. It depends on him and it does his 
bidding. 
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The answer to the unending vulnerability of every human being 
and of the entire human race considered together is Jesus Christ. He 
is the Power of God. He is the Saviour of the world. Come to me all 
you who labour and are overburdened, he said, and I will give you 
rest. We each of us must take our stand with him and remain by his 
side. With him we are safe. But there is this. He asks that we 
follow closely in his footsteps as he makes his way to Calvary. With 
him we are safe in the midst of suffering and death. As he leads, he 
says that if we lose our life for him and for the gospel, we shall save 
it. If we suffer with him we shall rise with him. Let us then take our 
stand with him, knowing that in him there is life eternal. 

-- 


-955 - 





Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; 

1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus 
went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were 
amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their 
synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, What do 
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are — the Holy One of God! Be quiet! said Jesus 
sternly. Come out of him! The evil spirit shook the man violently and 
came out of him with a shriek. The people were cdl so amazed that 
they asked each other, What is this? A new teaching — and with 
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authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him. 
News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
(Mark 1:21-28) 

The Two Standards If we compare the activity of Jesus 
with that of any of the prophets before him, there are many features 
which stand out as distinctive to our Lord. Today’s Gospel passage 
sets forth one of them. There is no book of the Old Testament and 
no prophet who dealt so continually with demons as did our Lord in 
his public ministry. Yes, Satan makes his appearance right at the 
beginning in the Book of Genesis when he successfully tempts Eve 
to rebel against God’s command. Again, in the Book of Job, Satan 
challenges God to put Job to the test and prove that he loves him. 
But such references are sparse. By contrast, at the commencement of 
our Lord’s public ministry all this changes. Just as at the appearance 
of man in the book of Genesis Satan enters the scene to tempt him, so 
too at the appearance of Christ following his baptism Satan enters the 
scene to tempt him in the desert. With that encounter over, the 
demons appear to be everywhere during our Lord’s public ministry. 
In our Gospel scene today (Mark 1:21-28) one of them openly 
challenges our Lord and seems to try to disconcert him by revealing 
him for who he really is. The demon comes through as being 
childish, thinking that in revealing the secret about Christ being the 
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Holy One of God he will leave Christ disconcerted and embarrassed. 
But the point I am making here is that the demonic is very real in the 
Gospels. Satan and his devils can be said to be a distinctive feature 
of our Lord’s public ministry and teaching. No prophet or leader of 
the people before him had so explicit a combat with so many 
demons, with the Prince of them all also involved. No prophet 
taught so explicitly about Hell and the demonic. At the Last Supper 
with only a few hours before his Passion left, our Lord stated that the 
Prince of this world was on his way. It all means that one of the 
important features of the teaching of Christ is the fact of Satan and 
Hell. Christ came to overthrow the dominion of Satan, and we who 
take our stand with Christ are part of that implacable combat. 

How came there to be the demonic at all? How came there to 
be a Hell? It is impossible that a good God, a God infinitely wise and 
holy — the Holy One — could have created personal beings with a 
positive propensity for evil. From the hand of God came persons 
created in his image and likeness. From all eternity God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit were united in an unimaginable communion of 
love. Due to their goodness they, the three divine Persons, chose to 
create — in the first instance, a world of spiritual persons. The 
Angels came forth from the creative act of God as good, resplendent 
in their gifts and naturally inclined to the love and service of their 
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Maker. At the heart of their personhood was the power to choose 
freely. It was their dignity and their glory as Angels, made in the 
image of the all-Holy One. But with that freedom came a profound 
responsibility to choose as they should. Some did not so choose. 
Rather, they chose to refuse obedience to God. They chose to be 
independent of him and, as it were, other gods. The divine Being 
depends on no one and on nothing — and this is what the devils 
wanted. They wanted to be their own masters. The effect was 
catastrophic, and, we might say, cataclysmic in its disturbance. They 
became an army in opposition and were thrown out as an 
abomination to the holiness of God and to those Angels who 
acknowledged him. Their hatred of God was irrevocable and eternal. 
It is the most awesome thing we can imagine and surely it shows 
forth the horror and devastation of sin. Their decision gave rise to 
the existence of Hell, and, because of their unyielding opposition to 
God, Hell can never be shut down. It will remain a vast sea of 
flames, suffering and hopelessness without end. This final holocaust 
has its origins in the choice of some Angels to turn away from 
obedience to God. These hate-filled spirits have ever since the dawn 
of human history tried to associate human beings in their revolt 
against God. Satan had a spectacular victory over our first parents, 
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and Christ came to break the power of sin and Satan, and to send him 
packing back into Hell. 

We must take account of these ultimate realities. Christ by his 
obedience unto death has gained for us a sure victory over the Evil 
One and his black-hearted associates. There are two Banners, two 
Standards, held aloft. They are in deadly opposition, and though the 
one has the victory already, the other refuses all recognition. The 
one is that of Christ, the other that of Satan. What will it be? That is 
the question of every day. Let us choose for Christ and be 
thorough-going in our choice. Let us take up his cross and follow in 
his footsteps to the grand victory. 

Lurther reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.391-395 
(Lall of the angels) 
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Monday of the fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 

gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Sam. 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; Mark 5:1-20 

Jesus and his disciples crossed die sea to the country of the 
Gerasenes. As he stepped out of the boat, immediately there came to 
him from tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He had been dwelling 
in the tombs and no one could now restrain him, not even with 
chains. Having been often bound with fetters and chains he had 
burst the chains and broken the fetters in pieces. No one could tame 
him. He was always day and night among the tombs in the 
mountains crying and cutting himself with stones. Seeing Jesus afar 
off he ran and reverenced him. Crying out with a loud voice he said, 
“What have I to do with you, Jesus the Son of the most high God? I 
adjure you by God that you not torment me. ” For he said to him, 
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“Go out of the man, you unclean spirit. ” And he asked him, “What is 
your name?” He said to him, “My name is Legion, for we are 
many. ” He besought him repeatedly that he would not drive him 
away out of the country. There was there near the mountain a great 
herd of swine, feeding. The spirits besought him saying, “Send us 
into the swine that we may enter them. ” Jesus immediately gave them 
leave. The unclean spirits going out entered the swine, and the two 
thousand or so herd with great violence was swept headlong into the 
sea and there were drowned. Those who looked after them fled and 
told everything in the city and in the fields. The inhabitants went out 
to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus and saw the one 
who had been possessed sitting, clothed, and mentally recovered, 
they were afraid. Those who had witnessed everything recounted it 
to all, explaining what had happened to the possessed man and to the 
swine. At that, they began asking him to leave their district. When 
he went into the boat, the one who had been possessed began to 
implore Jesus that he might remain with him. But Jesus would not 
permit it, and told him, “Go to your house and to your friends, and 
tell them how great have been the things the Lord has done for you 
and his mercy towards you. ” He went his way and began to 
broadcast in the Decapolis the great things Jesus had done for him. 
Everyone marvelled. (Mark 5:1-20) 
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Christ and Satan Early in January 2010 Discovery 

Channel announced an “unprecedented” collaboration with the 
Vatican on a new television series entitled “The Exorcist Files,” 
which was to explore cases of demonic possession investigated by 
the Catholic Church. Discovery was an American satellite and cable 
TV channel providing documentaries that are focused primarily on 
popular science, technology, and history. In the U.S., the programs 
for the main Discovery network were primarily on reality-based 
television themes, such as speculative investigation (with shows such 
as Myth Busters, Unsolved History, and Best Evidence). They also 
featured documentaries specifically aimed at families and younger 
audiences. It was the most widely distributed cable network in the 
United States, and reached 431 million homes in 170 countries. 
Currently, Discovery Communications offered 29 network brands in 
33 languages. In a number of countries, Discovery’s channels were 
available on digital satellite platforms with multiple language 
soundtracks or subtitles including Spanish, German, Russian, Czech, 
Hindi, and numerous other languages. In Australia, for instance, it 
was available on Foxtel, Optus TV and AUSTAR. In respect to that 
series “Exorcist Files,” any formal “collaboration” was quickly 
denied by the relevant Vatican department, but it was clear that 
Discovery did plan at least to work with Catholic priests who were 
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involved in the ministry of exorcism all over the world. I introduce 
this information about Discovery to show that a media outlet of 
massive proportions took great interest in the Church’s combat with 
the demonic. All of this indicates a couple of points of significance. 
Firstly, in a secular age it is yet another sign of the modern 
fascination with things demonic, and the implicit acceptance of their 
reality. Secondly, it is also a sign of a general acceptance that it is 
the Catholic Church which is the religious power which can deal 
formally with Satan and the demons. If there is to be a show on 
exorcism, it is a Catholic priest who features as the exorcist. It seems 
to be yet another indication of the unspoken conviction that if Jesus 
Christ has any formal and public representative, it is the Catholic 
Church. 

But taking the point a step further, it manifests the general 
acceptance that if Satan and his kingdom exists, he has but one 
Opponent who can overcome him — the person of Jesus Christ. I 
am not aware that there has ever been a presentation (in drama or in 
any other genre) of a conflict between Satan and, say, Mahomet — 
and of Mahomet being shown as the one who routinely defeats him. 
Nor is there anything like this shown in Judaism, Hinduism, 
Confucianism, or whatever. The one figure in history who is 
accepted as being victorious in multiple encounters with Satan is 
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Jesus Christ. Further, if a modem problem with Satan exists, then it 
is shown to have its formal answer in Jesus Christ — and Jesus 
Christ is perceived as being alive and present in the power of the 
Catholic Church to exorcise, a power exercised in his name. Let all 
of this introduce us to our Gospel passage today (Mark 5:1-20), 
which is one of numerous encounters between Christ and the 
demonic. The foundation of the oft-presented conflict between 
Christ and Satan is the Gospel account, of which we have a detailed 
instance here. The striking thing that is immediately noticed is, 
firstly, the strength of Satan and his minions. We read that the one 
possessed ‘'"had been dwelling in the tombs and no one could now 
restrain him, not even with chains. Having been often bound with 
fetters and chains he had burst the chains and broken the fetters in 
pieces .” Satan is powerful. This point too is taken up in modern 
drama. The next thing we notice is that the demonic is utterly weak 
before Christ. “ Seeing Jesus afar off he ran and reverenced him. 
Crying out with a loud voice he said, “What have I to do with you, 
Jesus the Son of the most high God? I adjure you by God that you not 
torment me.” There is not a single instance in the Gospels of the 
demons not being utterly subject to Christ’s power. They quail 
before him, and acknowledge their helplessness. He sovereignly 
commands them to depart, and this they do. But while this was not 
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difficult for Christ, the work of taking away the sin of the world was. 
It cost him unimaginable suffering and death, for it meant atoning for 
the world’s sin. He always was the Conqueror, but he gave it his all. 

One of the great practical classics of Christian spirituality is the 
small manual written by St Ignatius Loyola, entitled The Spiritual 
Exercises. It has repeatedly received the sanction of the Church as 
an excellent initiation into the practical living of a generous Christian 
life. It consists of daily meditations on the Gospel, grouped around 
some key themes. One central meditation is the “Meditation on the 
Two Standards”. On one side of the battle-field is the Standard of 
Satan, and on the other, the Standard of Christ. We are exhorted to 
make our choice — for Jesus Christ. Let us make that choice, and 
live it out in daily life by following the way of Christ — the way of 
the Cross. This will take us to sanctity and to life everlasting. The 
other way takes us to everlasting death. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 

gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 18:9-10.14.24-25.30-19:3; Psalm 85; 

Mark 5:21-43 

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of 
the lake, a large crowd gathered round him while he was by the lake. 
Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing 
Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, My little 
daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that 
she will be heeded and live. So Jesus went with him. A large crowd 
followed and pressed around him. And a woman was there who had 
been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great 
deed under the care of many doctors and had spent cdl she had, yet 
instead of getting better she grew worse. When she heard about 
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Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 
because she thought, If 1 just touch his clothes, 1 will be healed. 
Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she 
was freed from her suffering. At once Jesus realised that power had 
gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, Who 
touched my clothes? You see the people crowding against you, his 
disciples answered, and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me? ’ But 
Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman, 
knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, 
trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He send to her, 
Daughter, your faith has heeded you. Go in peace and be freed from 
your suffering. While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from 
the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. Your daughter is dead, 
they said. Why bother the teacher any more? Ignoring what they 
said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, Don’t be afraid; just believe. 
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the 
brother of James. When they came to the home of the synagogue 
ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 
He went in and said to them, Why cdl this commotion and wailing? 
The child is not dead but asleep. But they laughed at him. After he 
put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the 
disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. He 
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took her by the hand and said to her, Talitha koum! (which means, 
Little girl, I say to you, get up!). Immediately the girl stood up and 
walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were 
completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know 
about this, and told them to give her something to eat. (Mark 5:21- 
43) 


Jesus is Lord There are details in this long passage from St 
Mark that invite reflection. The Christian religion has the living 
person of Jesus as its object, and the Christian is one who knows, 
loves and serves Jesus. As with each of the Gospels our passage 
reveals the person of Jesus Christ and it is for this reason that the 
Gospels are the most important portions of the Sacred Scriptures. 
The Gospels more than any other part of Scripture present Christ’s 
person for our contemplation. Consider how the drama of today’s 
passage began. “ Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, 
came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly 
with him, My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your 
hands on her so that she will be healed and live. So Jesus went with 
him.'’'’ Christ is immersed as man in the human situation. He does not 
simply utter a healing word from a distance but goes by foot amid the 
pressing crowd. He is very much a man, subject to the human 
condition. When he arrives he goes in to where the child, who has 
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just died, lies. But then he acts divinely. At a word, he raises her 
immediately to life. Get up, he says to her, and immediately she 
stands up and walks around. There is no mention of a gradual 
awakening, the eyes opening, a slight stirring, a slow movement, a 
sitting up with the help of others, finding her feet, and in general a 
gradual coming to. No, she immediately stands up and walks 
around. There has been a massive and sudden transformation from 
death to full life, reminiscent of the immediate change from water to 
wine at the wedding feast of Cana. The power that this entails and 
represents is scarcely imaginable. It is a power that is immensely 
great and that in unseen manner has to extend over all reality. It is 
the power of God on whom depends all creation and it subsists in the 
person of Jesus of Nazareth. There is in his person an extraordinary 
combination of the human and the divine. He lives and operates 
within and through two natures, the one human and the other divine. 

But let us go back a little in this scene to something that 
interrupts the sequence of events. Christ is making his way towards 
the home of the Synagogue official and is pressed on all sides. 
Quietly without anyone noticing amid all the heaving of the crowds, 
a hand reaches forth and momentarily holds the edge of Christ’s 
cloak, and then withdraws. No one sees it happen, no one notices. 
No one observes whose hand it is. No one hears anything for all the 
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noise. But suddenly Christ stops. He refuses to proceed. He stops 
and looks around intently to see who had touched his clothes. He 
asks what probably seemed an absurd question with the throng 
pressing on him: Who touched me? (Mark 5: 21-43) He kept looking 
around with his penetrating gaze, scrutinising all the faces before 
him. He would not proceed till he had found who it was — and 
perhaps the woman had withdrawn back into the crowd out of sight. 
There she was, her face hidden among many others, and Christ did 
not see her till she stepped forward from her obscurity. Drawn to 
him as to a great magnet, she comes forward to tell the story of her 
past condition and of her sudden healing. Well now, consider how 
we have in these very moments an instance of the person of Jesus 
displaying in extraordinary fashion two modes of being. As man he 
did not know who had touched him. He looked around in a hard 
search to discover who it was. Christ was not play acting. He had 
healed spontaneously as God without knowing as man who was the 
beneficiary of his divine action. How great is the mystery and the 
wonder of the Incarnation, of God the Son becoming truly man while 
remaining truly God. But there is more to be remembered when we 
think of an incident such as this. For John the Evangelist writes in 
the Prologue of his Gospel that through him all things were made, 
and nothing came to be that did not have its being through him. This 
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divine Person who was looking around the crowd to discover who he 
had instantly and completely healed is the one who moment by 
moment was at the same time effortlessly sustaining all creation, 
visible and invisible. 

Yes. Consider how he, the Jesus of our Gospel scene, holds in 
being all things, visible and invisible. This creative and sustaining 
action was being effected moment by moment during all his life as 
man, and the healing of the woman who had touched him was but a 
tiny instance of this constant divine action that issued forth from him. 
We cannot adequately imagine such a thing. But such is the mighty 
mystery of Jesus, a mystery beyond compare. Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and we who are baptized in him are called to be his friends and share 
in his divine life. Let us love him then! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 

gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 24: 2.9-17; Psalm31; Mark6:l-6 

Jesus left there and went to his home town, accompanied by his 
disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. Where did this 
man get these things? they asked. What’s this wisdom that has been 
given him, that he even does miracles! Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t 
this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? 
Aren’t his sisters here with us? And they took offence at him. Jesus 
scud to them, Only in his home town, among his relatives and in his 
own house is a prophet without honour. He could not do any 
miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heed 
them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:1-6) 
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Poverty of spirit The first thing portrayed in our Gospel 
scene today is the perception by the people of Nazareth of something 
of the grandeur of Jesus Christ. He arrives back in his home town, 
the locale of towards thirty years of residence. His relatives and 
associates and friends from childhood live there. We read in other 
parts of the Gospels (such as in John) of certain persons with whom, 
humanly, our Lord had a special friendship. We are told that he 
loved Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. These three were not 
part of the Twelve, of course, and yet he had a very special 
friendship with them. We read elsewhere that he said that those who 
do the will of his heavenly Father are his brother, sister and mother. 
We may presume that he had special and long-standing friends at 
Nazareth. Among his relatives — though not necessarily living at 
Nazareth — were some who were among his disciples. St Paul refers 
to “James the brother of the Lord”. So he returns to the scene of his 
life up to the beginning of his public ministry. His fame has gone 
ahead of him and he arrives back with disciples about him. He had 
suddenly emerged in Israel as a man of great religious leadership and 
power, and this was confirmed on the first Sabbath day of his arrival 
back. He went into the Synagogue and taught, and “many who heard 
him were amazed .” He showed forth extraordinary wisdom and a 
wonderful power in speaking. St John writes in his Gospel that at 
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Cana in Galilee he had changed water into wine and in this way had 
let his glory be seen. So too in Mark’s account the townspeople of 
Nazareth were seeing now something of his glory, glory they had 
never suspected during those years of their association with him. 
Their amazement tells us of the grandeur of our Lord which they 
were now coming to see in him. However, it also tells us of his 
hiddenness during those years prior to his public ministry. Let us 
consider this hiddenness a little. It tells us of the humility and 
poverty of spirit of the Son of God. 

There had in the past been moments of relatively public 
manifestation. At Christ’s very birth heaven had revealed the fact 
and its significance to humble shepherds in the hills of Bethlehem. 
Wise men from the East had been led to the Child to render him 
homage. At his presentation in the Temple, the Holy Spirit had 
revealed him to Simeon and the prophetess Anna. His extraordinary 
wisdom and intelligence had been revealed to the doctors of the Law 
when, at the age of twelve, he stayed behind in Jerusalem to listen to 
and engage with them. But apart from these special moments, our 
Lord during his years at Nazareth lived in obscurity. This is shown 
by the words of his townsmen on hearing him speak so impressively. 
“Where did this man get these things? they asked. What’s this 
wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! Isn ’t 
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this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, 
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren ’t his sisters here with usT ’ (Mark 
6:1-6). They knew him as the carpenter-builder of the town. They 
had seen him work and undoubtedly his work had been excellent. 
They knew his mother Mary so well from long observation. They 
knew his relatives James, Joseph, Judas and Simon, and several 
women among them besides. Nothing about him had seemed 
extraordinary in the way that was the case now. All this was 
illustrative of the choice of poverty and lowliness by the Son of God. 
St Paul writes that though he possessed the glory of God he did not 
cling to it but set it aside, becoming as we men are and humbler still, 
even to death on the cross. Christ’s obscurity in Nazareth was a long 
instance of this pattern. God is humble. God who was rich chose to 
become poor so that we might be rich. Let us pray for the grace to 
follow in Christ’s footsteps! Saint after saint has powerfully 
perceived this point and has chosen to follow Christ in his path of 
poverty and humility, poverty not only in a material sense, but 
poverty in fame and in so many other aspects of human life. 

The path of evangelical poverty and humility which Christ so 
decisively chose is one of the distinguishing characteristics of the 
one who follows in the footsteps of Christ. It is a poverty primarily 
of spirit, a detachment from the things of this world so as to be free 


- 976 - 



to follow and love Christ totally. It is a great grace, and one to be 
prayed for and lived by. Let us pray for the grace not to encumber 
our hearts with the attachment to the things of this world, but to be 
totally attached to Christ. The hidden years of Christ’s life at 
Nazareth have much to teach us in this. 

-- 
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Thursday of the fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 

gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 2: 1-4.10-12; Psalm 1 Ch 29; Mark 6:7-13 

Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and 
gave them authority over evil spirits. These were his instructions: 
Take nothing for the journey except a staff— no bread, no bag, no 
money in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. Whenever 
you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any 
place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your 
feet when you leave, as a testimony against them. They went out and 
preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons 
and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. (Mark 6:7- 

13) 

The call of Christ It is natural and good that a young 
person has aspirations for his future. We might ask that young 
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person what he or she hopes to be or do in life, and one of various 
answers may be given. He may hope to be a doctor, a dentist, a 
teacher, a researcher or academic. He may hope to embark on a 
military career, or engage in politics or the law or commerce. These 
are all very worthy forms of service and are ways of doing great 
good in the world. But now, when God saw the state of the world 
and conceived (from all eternity) the plan to send his divine Son 
among us as man, what path of work did he map out for himself? 
What would be his chosen way of doing good to mankind and the 
world? For instance, would he choose a political career? After all, we 
all would love to see an outstanding politician leading the country or 
the world. What great good could be done by such a person! 
Alternatively would it be a military path, not simply to gain 
conquests but to establish a wonderful earthly kingdom? Imagine 
God become man as president, prime minister, or even temporal ruler 
of the world — a Caesar for the nations! If God wished his divine 
Son to make the world a better place, and were he to ask advice of 
men as to how to go about this, undoubtedly the paths just mentioned 
would have been suggested to him. But no. The mission of Christ in 
this world involved none of these even though many at the time 
wished it were. When our Lord fed the thousands with a handful of 
food, they wanted to make him king. They wanted a Messiah who 
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would bring an ideal temporal kingdom, a utopia of happiness in this 
world. At the threshold of his public ministry there was an encounter 
between Christ and Satan. Satan offered him all the kingdoms of the 
world — if he would but worship him. It would seem that Satan 
offered him political, military and social supremacy over the world. 
But no, Jesus would have none of it. The service he came to give 
was totally different and far superior. 

At a certain point Julius Caesar conceived the idea of a 
supreme personal rule. So did Alexander the Great. So did Genghis 
Khan. So did Napoleon Bonaparte. Whether any of them envisaged 
being ruler of the entire world is another matter. But Christ did set 
out to establish a world-wide Kingdom, one that would never end 
and in which he would be the universal King. We might also say that 
he gathered an incipient force with its officers. In our Gospel 
passage today (Mark 6:7-13) we see him, having selected and in the 
process of forming his generals — the Twelve — he sent them out to 
engage in the initial campaign. When he rose from the dead he 
charged his disciples to go to the whole world and make of all the 
nations his followers, for he had been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. The book of Revelation speaks of him as the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords. He is a King and he has a Kingdom. 
These expressions are profoundly Scriptural. His Kingdom is that 
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which was promised to the line of David, and as the Angel said to 
Mary prior to Christ’s conception, this kingdom will never end. Of 
course to set Christ’s kingship in the category merely of the kings of 
this world is utterly inappropriate because, as he said to Pontius 
Pilate, his kingdom is not of this world. His plan was to conquer all 
hearts, then and now. But look at the method! It involved poverty 
and suffering. It involved speaking the word and not wielding the 
sword. Its message was to repent so as to receive the news of Christ 
in faith. This then, inasmuch as it is the work of Christ himself, is 
the supreme service for mankind. Those whom he calls to associate 
with him in this work are engaged in the work of all works, the most 
valuable thing to which one can dedicate one’s life. If any young 
person who is baptized into Christ is asked what he would like to do 
in life, the very best answer he could give is to dedicate himself to 
the work of Christ, either formally or within a particular secular 
calling. 

As we read of Christ calling the Twelve and sending them out 
to represent him by their preaching and their authority, let us imagine 
ourselves likewise being called by Christ. He calls by his word and 
he did so at our Baptism. This call was renewed and deepened at our 
Confirmation and is sustained by hearing the word of Christ as it is 
proclaimed to us by the Church, and by receiving Christ in the 
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Sacraments. We, as members of the Church which is founded on the 
Apostles, are called to share in his divine mission, just as they did but 
of course in a manner appropriate to our particular vocation. Christ’s 
mission is the supreme service to be offered to the world, for it 
serves the world’s salvation. Let us treasure this calling we have 
received, and strive every day to fulfil it. 
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Friday of the fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 

gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 47: 2-13; Psalm 17; Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard about this, for Jesus ’ name had become well 
known. Some were saying, John the Baptist has been raised from the 
dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him. Others 
said, He is Elijah. And still others claimed, He is a prophet, like one 
of the prophets of long ago. But when Herod heard this, he said, 
John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead! For Herod 
himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him 
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. For John had been 
saying to Herod, It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife. 
So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. 
But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and protected 
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him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod 
heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. 
Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a 
banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the 
leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to 
the girl, Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you. And he 
promised her with an oath, Whatever you ask / will give you, up to 
half my kingdom. She went out and said to her mother, What shall I 
ask for? The head of John the Baptist, she answered. At once the girl 
hurried in to the king with the request: 1 want you to give me right 
now the head of John the Baptist on a platter. The king was greatly 
distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not 
want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an executioner with 
orders to bring John ’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the 
prison, and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to 
the girl, and she gave it to her mother. On hearing of this, John’s 
disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:14- 
29) 

God or sin One of the great modem hobbies is family 
history. Large numbers of people are fascinated by their ancestry. 
An intriguing question about all this is, just what element of their 
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family history do they find so fascinating? After all, the 
overwhelming number of persons in their ancestry are ordinary and 
in no way distinguished. As an aside, I think that in some cases the 
most fascinating (though not the most important) element it is not so 
much the individuals making up their ancestry but the location where 
they lived their lives. It could be a certain part of England, or a 
certain location in Australia which has riveted the imagination of the 
researcher because, perhaps, of its beauty. That location is the arena 
of the family saga. Without perhaps realizing it, the researcher in his 
imagination gazes constantly on the locations within which the action 
of the generations is played out. Be all that as it may, let us in our 
mind’s eye gaze on the land of Palestine, the promised land to which 
Abraham was called and on which the chosen people of God played 
out its history. Let our mind’s eye rove over the centuries as we gaze 
on that holy land, that land of so unique an interaction between God 
and a special people. That location is the setting of the great drama. 
What are the fundamental issues at work in this great story, issues 
that are recurring time and again like the ebb and flow of the tide 
along the shore? The issues are, good and evil, God and sin. There is 
ever a struggle in process. God is contending for man, and the sin in 
the heart of man — like a serpent in its lair — is at times receding 
and at times advancing. This people of God’s predilection is set 
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apart to bring salvation to the world. Finally the time has come and 
John the Precursor appears. He is taken, and as with Elijah and 
Elisha, the mantle passes to the One to whom he pointed, the 
Messiah. But the struggle remains and will continue till the end of 
the world. It is the struggle between good and evil, God and sin, and 
man must choose. God will be the victor. In our Gospel passage 
today we see these very issues being played out. Sin, like a grand 
serpent, raises its head and strikes. The Precursor is left dead, the 
mantle passes, and the struggle goes on. 

John the Precursor has been arrested for his prophetic 
denunciation of Herod’s marital situation. One Gospel has it that 
Herod wanted to imprison John, while our Gospel today from Mark 
tells us that it was mainly because of Herodias whom Herod had 
married. Mark records Peter’s recollection, and presumably it means 
that while Herod imprisoned John willingly, it was Herodias who 
was the primary instigator and force behind the arrest. The passage 
directs our gaze on these personalities and they assuredly represent 
the sin to which I have been referring. There is also the black spirit 
behind the drama, and that is Satan. He hates the holy Baptist who 
had been preparing the people for the far holier Messiah. The Fiend 
has no handle on John. All he can hope to do is have him destroyed, 
and Satan, as Christ said of him, is a liar and a murderer from the 
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beginning. Herod has a kind of superstitious awe of John but he is 
weak and very sensual, proud, vain and childish in his boasting and 
bravado. He is ensnared in his desire for human respect. Christ later 
called him a fox and refused to speak to him when brought before 
him during his Passion. Herod provides one figure of sin. But look 
at the other figure as presented in our Gospel passage today (Mark 6: 
14-29). I refer to Herodias. Her hatred of John was intense and 
implacable. There is no sensitivity in her to the holiness of John, as 
there was in Herod. Herod would not accede to the demands of his 
unlawful wife to do away with John, for John’s goodness in a sense 
dominated him. Not so Herodias. Her conscience had been utterly 
cormpted and God and the moral law was absent from her heart. It 
seems that her daughter, though less wilful perhaps than her mother, 
had been raised in the likeness of her evil parent. So the chance 
came when the daughter with her dancing captivated the king and his 
court. She skipped out to her mother to whom she was attached and 
skipped back with her terrible request. Her conscience too had gone 
and sin reigned in her as it did in her mother. The serpent raised its 
head and struck, and the good man lay dead, a witness to the truth. 

These issues characterise the story of the chosen people of God 
and the story of the world. Across the centuries God and sin are in 
constant conflict. The conflict reaches its crescendo with the arrival 


-987 - 



of the Precursor and when he is taken, with the arrival of the Messiah 
himself. Their witness to the truth unto death is the means of victory. 
But we too must understand the issues. The issue is, what is it to be? 
God or sin, good or evil? There are two Standards held aloft, and 
behind each there is a kingdom, a household, a Leader. Let us 
choose for Christ and follow his way, allowing no truck with sin. All 
for Christ, then! Away with Satan, for the victory is the Lord’s. Let 
us make this the cry of our hearts for every day. 

-- 
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Saturday of the fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 

gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 3: 4-13; Psalm 118; Mark 6:30-34 

The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him all they 
had done and taught. Then, because so many people were coming 
and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to 
them, Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. 
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But 
many who saw them leaving recognised them and ran on foot from 
all the towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. (Mark 6:30-34) 
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Work Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel. 
Our Lord had sent his Apostles out on mission. It was their active 
entry into his work of proclaiming the Kingdom to the House of 
Israel, and their training experience for the future. They had gone 
out to preach, to heal, to cast out demons — and in this way to 
prepare the people for our Lord’s coming. So now they were back 
and we can imagine them “gathered round Jesus ” and reporting to 
him “a// they had done and taught .” Let us notice the ease they felt in 
the presence of our Lord and how eager they felt in the high flush of 
their apprenticeship. Each spoke his piece, and we can imagine our 
Lord gazing with love and deep interest as each spoke to him. They 
had experienced power at work in them when they acted in his name. 
Judas too was among them, giving his account in turn. Christ gazed 
on him in love too, perceiving the limitations and flaws in his 
character as with each of them. Within not too long a time he would 
notice with mounting apprehension that the heart of Judas was 
secretly turning from him. But there they were, each in turn telling 
our Lord the story of their work for him. That is an image of what 
every disciple of Christ ought be doing. Every person in this world 
has his work to do. We are bom to work, and whether we realize it 
or not, man’s work in life has its origin in the plan and will of God. 
The Christian knows that his work in life has its origin in the will of 
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Christ. Every day Christ does with us what he did to his Apostles: he 
sends us out to do the work which by the providence of God and our 
God-given calling we have ahead of us. He gazes at us as we set out, 
he is with us during the work of the day, and he wants us to come to 
him at the end to place in his presence what we have done in his 
name. All this is to say that the work of man is to be suffused with 
prayer. Christ is to be the beginning of our work, its constant 
companion within it, and its end. What the Apostles are seen to be 
doing in our Gospel passage today each of us ought do in our own 
way every day. 

In another part of the Gospel the people comment on our 
Lord’s work. They say that he has done all things well. Elsewhere 
when the leaders of the people attack our Lord for “working” on the 
Sabbath, which is to say for healing on the Sabbath, Christ replies 
that inasmuch as his Father is working, so he works too. So work is 
at the centre of our Lord’s life. He was born for a great work, and 
we who are likewise born into this world and born again in him by 
baptism, also have a work to do. Our Gospel passage shows both our 
Lord’s disciples and himself intensely at work, so much so that 
“because so many people were coming and going that they did not 
even have a chance to eat, he said to them, Come with me by 
yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. So they went away by 
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themselves in a boat to a solitary place”. That is to say, part and 
parcel of a life of work is retreating from our work in order to spend 
time with the divine master of all human work. As mentioned 
earlier, the Apostles at the end of their mission returned to our Lord 
to tell him all they had done and taught. But the work still continued 
at great intensity and our Lord now takes them apart to rest with him 
awhile. It is a variant of the great pattern that ought to mark all 
human life: work is to be suffused and combined with prayer. But 
what do we read? “ Many who saw them leaving recognised them and 
ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. When 
Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began 
teaching them many things ” (Mark 6:30-34). Christ, filled with 
compassion once again gave himself over to his great work which 
was the salvation of souls. He had launched a great work in the 
world, one which would grow into a mighty tree and endure to the 
end of time. The work would go on, and we all of us are called to be 
part of it. 

With good reason governments place a high priority on 
generating work for as many citizens as possible. Work is a most 
fundamental component of human life and is integral to his dignity. 
But we should think carefully of how our work in life is to be done 
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and what its fundamental components are. Christ is our exemplar 
and the Gospels reveal how the Christian is to work. He works with 
Christ and in him, just as the Apostles are shown in our Gospel today 
to be doing. Let us make Christ the centre of all we do, and whatever 
we do let us do for the glory of God. 

-- 
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Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 7:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 147:1-6; 

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23; Mark 1:29-39 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and 
John to the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was 
in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. So he went to her, 
took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to 
wait on them. That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus 
all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town gathered at the 
door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also 
drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak 
because they knew who he was. Very early in the morning, while it 
was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 
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place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for 
him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: Everyone is looking 
for you! Jesus replied, Let us go somewhere else — to the nearby 
villages — so that I can preach there also. That is why I have come. 
So he travelled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues 
and driving out demons. (Mark 1:29-39) 

The Cross Our Gospel scene today presents us with a 
striking picture of man burdened by sickness and disease. We read 
that as soon as our Lord returned to the home of Simon and Andrew 
they told him about Simon’s mother-in-law. She was in bed with a 
fever. He healed her of her fever. That evening (presumably 
because now the Sabbath was over) “ the people brought to Jesus all 
the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town gathered at the door, 
and Jesus heeded many who had various diseases .” In our modern 
age we have the benefit of so many resources and such tremendous 
developments in medicine that, bad as sickness always is, we in our 
day can have great difficulty appreciating the havoc wrought by 
sickness and disease in the world prior to the modern period. So 
little was known about sickness and man was largely helpless before 
it. In the Old Testament sickness was not only experienced as a sign 
of profound human weakness but was revealed as mysteriously 
bound up with sin. We remember how, when aspproaching a blind 
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man, our Lord’s disciples asked him if his blindness was due to his 
own sin or that of his parents. Our Lord did not deny its connection 
with sin, but he did deny that it stemmed from either his sin or that of 
his parents. Most significantly, he said that God had allowed it that 
he might be glorified. We remember how on another occasion when 
our Lord healed a cripple he told him later to sin no more lest 
something worse befall him (John 5:14). The prophets — especially 
Deutero-Isaiah — had seen that suffering could also have a 
redemptive value for one’s own sins and for those of others. 
Sickness was an evil, it did have a connection with sin, yet God 
allowed it for a greater good. In our Gospel scene today our Lord 
has just come from preaching in the Synagogue and soon he would 
be preaching in the Synagogues of Galilee (Mark 1:29-39). His 
message was that the Kingdom of God had come and with it the 
ultimate victory over sin, suffering and death. His numerous 
healings were a sign of this and a sign that contact with him brought 
one into contact with God’s Kingdom. 

While the coming of the Kingdom would mean the ultimate 
victory over sin and death, this is not to say that Christ came to take 
away suffering from this world. His own example showed this. 
Christ went on to suffer on a scale that will never be equalled 
because he was, in his sufferings, expiating for the sin of the entire 
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world. By his sufferings and death he gave a new meaning to human 
suffering. When it is united to his own, it becomes a means of 
purification and of salvation both for us and for others. While sin 
brought suffering and death into the world, Christ made of this same 
suffering and death a means of new and eternal life. The key to the 
transformation of the meaning of suffering is to suffer in union with 
God and his holy will. More concretely, the key is to suffer in union 
with Christ who, by becoming man, mysteriously united himself to 
every man. He became a brother to all, and we as brothers and 
sisters of Christ, most especially if we are baptized, are able to suffer 
in union with him. If we do this, our sufferings are redemptive and 
productive of great good in the world. That is Christian teaching. 
Beyond that, the Church and her members have received the charge 
from the Lord to care for the sick and the suffering and we do this by 
our prayers and by our ongoing care. In particular the Church has 
been granted a great Sacrament specifically intended for the benefit 
of the sick, the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, to be 
administered by the ordained priest. Any member of the faithful can 
receive this Sacrament as soon as he or she begins to be in danger of 
death because of sickness or old age and indeed several times if their 
illness becomes worse or another sickness afflicts them. In that 
Sacrament Christ himself approaches the sick person to pour his 
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sustaining grace into his heart. This grace unites the sick person 
more intimately with the Passion of Christ for his good and for the 
good of the Church, and gives comfort, peace, courage, and even the 
forgiveness of sins if the sick person is not able to make a 
Confession. On occasion it can even heal physically. 

Our Lord said that if anyone wishes to be his disciple he must 
renounce himself and take up his cross daily and follow in his 
footsteps. That takes us to Calvary. The challenge for the Christian 
is to make of suffering a true means of union with Christ, and so an 
instrument of great good. We must care for and love the sick and the 
suffering and do all we can to bring Christ to the one who suffers. If 
we succeed in suffering with Christ, a share in the peace and joy of 
Christ will be granted to us, and we shall bear much fruit, fruit that 
will last. Let us ask for the grace to embrace the cross when it is 
placed on our shoulders and not to run from it. It will bring holiness 
and life eternal. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1499- 
1523 (Prayer and healing in the anointing of the sick) 

-- 
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Monday of the fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 

bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 8:1-7.9-13; Psalm 131; Mark 6:53-56 

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and 
anchored there. As soon as they got out of the boat, people 
recognised Jesus. They ran throughout that whole region and 
carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And 
wherever he went — into villages, towns or countryside — they placed 
the sick in the market-places. They begged him to let them touch 
even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed. 
(Mark 6:53-56) 

The Saviour Sickness constitutes a tremendous stain on the 
creative work of God. If someone hires a computer engineer to build 
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a top class personal computer, and if when completed that computer 
is found to be often seriously malfunctioning and finally to grind to a 
halt beyond repair, what would be thought of the engineer? He would 
not be asked again and would not get any recommendation for 
further work. There might even be a request that he prove he was a 
computer engineer: an authorized statement of his qualifications may 
be sought. If he could not provide it, he could be charged by the 
police. Well then, let us take the point to God. All admit that man is 
the supreme element in the material world, but look at him! Just 
consider the unending trail of his sicknesses and, beyond the 
spectacle of his sicknesses and disease, his inevitable end in death. If 
man is the work of God and made in his image, what is to be said of 
the quality of God’s creative work? Is it not like the computer that, 
once built, appears to be continually malfunctioning and finally 
heaves into complete expiry? Can we say, at the sight of the 
sicknesses that plague the happiness of man, that the First Cause of 
his being fulfils our description of God? Let us take it further and 
look at the entire creation. It is marred by defects and limitations. 
Some might say that it is all a very bad job and that if it comes from 
the hand of a single First Cause, that Cause cannot be what the 
“revealed” monotheistic religions claim “him” to be. This is what 
we call the problem of evil. As I have presented it there is plenty of 
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logic in the religious scepticism which in so many cases it prompts. 
Of course the argument from suffering and evil that I have just 
presented does not take account of the fundamental revelation of the 
Fall. God has revealed that the universe did indeed come from his 
hand and was made “good”. Man in particular was made “very 
good” (Genesis Ch. 1). But Man chose to rebel against God and 
with his disobedience death entered the human race, and the world 
was left profoundly wounded and in disarray. 

God created the world and man. Man’s original sin is the 
ultimate origin of his innate proneness to sin, sickness and death. 
But let us place ourselves in today’s Gospel scene as we watch 
people hurrying to their homes to gather the sick and diseased in 
order to place them before Jesus. We read that “ wherever he went — 
into villages, towns or countryside — they placed the sick in the 
market-places'’' (Mark 6:53-56). No one would have claimed that the 
only possible assistance and form of alleviation of illness was to 
bring them to Jesus. The sick had been cared for in their homes and 
we read of doctors. The woman who touched our Lord’s garment 
elsewhere in the Gospel had been going to doctors for several years. 
In her case it availed not at all, but there were doctors and many 
people who nursed the sick. However, what we do see here is the 
belief that the only complete answer to sickness and disease was the 
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action of Jesus. From him would come effortless and instant healing. 
No sickness or disease was beyond the reach of his sovereign power. 
Death itself he could set aside. At a word he raised people to life. 
The demons who brought on or at least used sickness and disease 
were sent packing by the all-powerful word of Jesus. All this 
reminds us that however wonderful the advances of medical science 
and nursing care might be and further become, sickness and death 
will never be eliminated from the face of the earth by the efforts of 
man. Our Gospel scene reminds us that the only Liberator who can 
take away the tears from every eye is Jesus Christ. He is the answer 
to the intractable problem of evil, brought on by the sin of man. He 
came to drive out not just the symptoms but the root problem which 
is original, inherited and personal sin. His healings are signs of what 
he has done and will do for man and the world. His healings were 
beneficial signs of the arrival of the Kingdom of God in his own 
person and of what man can expect from the final flowering of that 
Kingdom in the world without end. There every tear will be wiped 
away and God will be all in all. 

However perplexing the problem of suffering, sickness and 
evil, and however much an obstacle to the faith of some it is, the 
Gospels and the Church proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Healer and 
Redeemer of man. He is the Saviour of the world, its Saviour from 
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sin, and ultimately its Saviour from every form of suffering in the 
fullness of time. Then there will be no more death, neither 
sorrowing, nor crying, nor any pain, for all these evils will have 
passed away. All things will be made new. Let us then take our 
stand with Jesus Christ and follow him to the end. We must suffer, 
but if we suffer with him we shall rise and reign with him. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 

bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 8: 22-23.27-30; Psalm 83; Mark7:113 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had 
come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and saw some of his 
disciples eating food with hands that were unclean, that is, 
unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they 
give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the 
elders. When they come from the market-place they do not eat unless 
they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the 
washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) So the Pharisees and teachers 
of the law asked Jesus, Why don’t your disciples live according to the 
tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean ’ 
hands? He replied, Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
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hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honour me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by men. ’ You have let go of the 
commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men. And 
he said to them: You have a fine way of setting aside the commands 
of God in order to observe your own traditions! For Moses said, 
‘Honour your father and your mother, ’ and, ‘Anyone who curses his 
father or mother must be put to death. ’ But you say that if a man says 
to his father or mother: ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have 
received from me is Corban ’ (that is, a gift devoted to God), then you 
no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. Thus you 
nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. 
And you do many things like that. (Mark 7:1-13) 

Will of God There are a few very interesting things implied 
in our Lord’s response to the criticism of the Pharisees and teachers 
of the law in our Gospel scene today. Consider the setting. The 
Pharisees and teachers of the law involved in this encounter had 
come from Jerusalem and were gathered round Jesus probably 
presenting him with various questions — or, rather, objections — 
when they spotted our Lord’s disciples eating food without first 
going through the quasi-ceremonial washing urged on observant 
Jews. Our Lord had made not the slightest attempt to correct them. 
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Why was this? The elders had instituted and insisted on this tradition. 
The Pharisees were faulting not merely the disciples, but our Lord 
himself. Notice our Lord’s immediate reply in which, while giving 
the text his own twist, he applied to them the condemnation of Isaiah 
the prophet. “ He replied, Isaiah was right when he prophesied about 
you hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honour me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by men. In the first instance, then, he 
was condemning the state of their hearts. Their hearts were far from 
the Lord, implying that this was the main reason why they went 
wrong in their understanding of the will of the Lord. It was not just a 
mistake of the intellect. It was a turning away of the heart. The 
allegiance of their hearts was not to God but to themselves and to 
their own position and authority. They were investing their own 
rules and traditions with the authority of God because the love of 
their hearts was for themselves and not for God. And so, he 
continued, u You have let go of the commands of God and are holding 
on to the traditions of men. And he said to them: You have a fine 
way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your 
own traditions! ’’ 

The next point we notice is the instance our Lord cites of their 
doing this. In their teaching they neglected the commandment of 
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God to honour one’s parents and substituted their own regulation for 
it, and this is just one instance among many that our Lord could have 
given. “For Moses said, ‘Honour your father and your mother, ’ and, 
‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death. ’ But 
you say that if a man says to his father or mother: ‘Whatever help 
you might otherwise have received from me is Corban ’ (that is, a gift 
devoted to God), then you no longer let him do anything for his 
father or mother. Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition 
that you have handed down. And you do many things like that ” 
(Mark 7:1-13). Let us notice how our Lord chooses to highlight the 
neglect of this particular commandment of God. It shows his, and 
therefore God’s, strong feeling about this divine directive. Children 
are to honour and assist their parents. This is, of course, a natural 
law — a law which our very nature directs us to fulfil — but one 
which God explicitly imposes on all who accept revealed religion. In 
these words our Lord is especially emphasising the appropriate and 
practical assistance children are bound to give to their parents. Now 
this is something which, for numerous reasons, advanced 
civilizations are in danger of forgetting. Elderly parents can be 
forgotten amid the pressure of career and family and bundled off to 
nursing homes for others to care for them. Moreover, with the 
growing pressure to legalize euthanasia many are warning that the 
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time will come when many elderly will feel pressured to ask for an 
end to their debilitated life because of the inconvenience they believe 
they are causing. Apart from a violation of the sanctity of life, such a 
situation would amount to a tremendous violation of the 
commandment of God (and of nature) to honour and assist one’s 
parents. By contrast, how pleasing to God are those who have 
dedicated themselves to the care of their elderly, sick and needy 
parents, even at the cost of career, marriage and family life! 

Let us resolve to cleave to God and his holy will with all our 
hearts. Let not our hearts stray from God and from obedience to him. 
This is the fundamental commandment. We are to love God and 
show our love for him by obeying his commandments, never 
substituting other courses of action for what he wants of us. Let us 
also take our cue from our Lord’s words in today’s passage and 
remember again how seriously God means us to observe his 
command that we honour and assist our parents. God will not be 
pleased with the one who neglects this. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 

bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 10: 1-10; Psalm 36; Mark 7:14-23 

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, Listen to me, 
everyone, and understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him 
‘unclean ’ by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man 
that makes him ‘unclean ’. After he had left the crowd and entered 
the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. Are you so 
dull? he asked. Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from 
the outside can make him ‘unclean ’? For it doesn’t go into his heart 
but into his stomach, and then out of his body. (In saying this, Jesus 
declared cdl foods clean.) He went on: What comes out of a man is 
what makes him ‘unclean ’. For from within, out of men’s hearts, 
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
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malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All 
these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean ’. (Mark 7:14- 
23) 


The Choice It is very clear from the Acts of the Apostles 
that the issue of eating “unclean” food was a cause of contention and 
perplexity within the infant Church. In Acts 10:13-16 (and recalled 
in Acts 11:8-10) Simon Peter is directed by a voice from heaven to 
eat “unclean” foods despite his protestations. In his trance he was 
told that God had made such foods clean. Peter pronounced on the 
matter during the Council of Jerusalem (Acts eh. 15). In our Gospel 
passage today (written many years later) Mark quotes our Lord to the 
effect that all foods were clean. Presumably Peter, who is Mark’s 
Gospel source, came to remember quite clearly that our Lord had 
himself taught on this point. This, as with many other teachings of 
our Lord, Peter and the Apostles over the course of time came to 
recall with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, one of whose tasks was 
to remind them of all our Lord had told them (John 14:26). This 
point about foods has long since passed into Christian awareness and 
needs no comment. What is most worthy of reflection, though, is our 
Lord’s explanation of his declaration that all foods are clean: “Don ’t 
you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him 
‘unclean ?” And he continues, “ What comes out of a man is what 
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makes him ‘unclean . For from within, out of men ’s hearts, come evil 
thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils 
come from inside and make a man ‘unclean (Mark 7:14-23). We 
are here reminded that the source of the world’s evils is the heart of 
man. The same thing is to be said of the angelic world. The angelic 
world with its myriads of angelic persons came from the creative 
hand of God. But out of that world arose the blackest of the black, a 
rebellious army of liars and murderers who were cast out. I refer to 
the Devil and his angels, and our Lord describes Satan as a liar and a 
murderer from the beginning. Evil arose from the heart of Lucifer 
and his companions. So too evil arises in the world from the heart of 
man. 

Foods were not in themselves unclean. The world of itself is 
not unclean. Man is unclean because of sin and it is from his heart 
that what is unclean pours forth. This is because his heart is fallen. 
The nature that man receives from his parents and forebears going 
back to the dawn of human history is profoundly wounded by sin. It 
is not totally depraved. There is the spark of the divine in it and so 
man is capable of some good but he is incapable of overcoming the 
sinful bent which drags him on to personal sin and to death. And so 
it is that he is bom into a sinful condition and he chooses to sin as his 
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power of choice develops. Out of his heart come evil thoughts, 
words and actions and this is the principal source of the world’s 
evils. In the beginning the sin of our first parents not only deprived 
them (and us) of the gifts of grace and natural integrity with which 
they were endowed by God, but the rest of nature too was 
mysteriously affected. As God said, “ Accursed be the soil because of 
you. With suffering shall you get your food from it every day of your 
life ” (Genesis 3:17). What makes a man unclean and rotten and what 
has introduced evil into the world is not anything God the Creator 
has done but man’s free and sinful response. Our Lord’s explanation 
of the cleanliness of all foods provides us with light on the problem 
of evil in the world. He reminds us that it is sin that is bad, and not 
the world. So when we speak of this evil and difficult world let us 
remember that the evil and difficulty stemming from the world has 
ultimately come from the heart of man. While we continue to 
struggle — as we must — against disease, disaster and all else that 
strikes and buffets us, we must remember its ultimate cause and the 
root enemy. We must struggle against sin. If there is ever a choice 
between the worst natural evil and the slightest deliberate sin, we 
must reject the sin and accept the natural evil. As St Thomas More 
wrote to his daughter not long before he mounted the scaffold, 
though I lose my head I’ll come to no harm. He was prepared to 
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accept the worst the world could offer rather than turn away from 
God. He knew the real evil and its true source. 

So, thinking of our Lord’s words that it is what comes out of a 
man that makes him unclean, let us remember that we have a great 
choice. We can choose for God or for self, for Christ or for Satan, 
for good or for evil. We must exercise choice in life and we do so 
multiple times every day. In one form or another, to a greater or 
lesser extent, with full deliberation or only partial, we shall be 
choosing for God or for self, for Christ or for Satan. Let us make a 
clear stand for Christ and live accordingly. If we do so, good will 
increase and evil will decrease. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Thursday of the fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 

bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 11: 4-13; Psalm 105; Mark 7:24-30 

Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He 
entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not 
keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a 
woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came 
and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian 
Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 
First let the children eat all they want, he told her, for it is not right 
to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs. Yes, Lord, she 
replied, but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs. 
Then he told her, For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left 
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your daughter. She went home and found her child lying on the bed, 
and the demon gone. (Mark 7:24-30) 

Christ’s love There are a couple of especially interesting 
features of our Gospel scene today. To begin with, we are told that 
our Lord “ entered a house and did not want anyone to know it”. This 
is Mark’s account, so we may presume it reports Simon Peter’s 
recollection of the event. We are not explicitly told this in 
Matthew’s narration (15:21). Our Lord did not want to be disturbed 
by requests for miracles — and undoubtedly for very good 
(redemptive) reasons. We remember that, at the wedding feast of 
Cana when he had returned from Galilee after his baptism, the wine 
ran out and his mother presented the situation to him. His initial 
response shows that he did not want to engage in miraculous action 
at that point: What is that to me? My hour has not yet come, he 
replied. But he could not refuse her, and so he let his glory be seen 
(John 2:11). In a certain sense, Christ’s plans were altered by prayer. 
In our Gospel scene today our Lord’s plan was to remain hidden, out 
of sight and out of mind of the pagan neighbourhood he had quietly 
entered. But no, it was not to be. His plans were altered by the 
importunate prayer of one who, especially being pagan, would have 
had a very limited and defective notion of the religion Yahweh God 
had revealed. But whatever of her religion, when somehow word 
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reached her that Jesus of Nazareth had been seen in the town and was 
in the house she refused to let her opportunity pass. No matter what 
our Lord might have wanted and no matter how unreceptive he might 
have first appeared, she would not let him go. She just would not 
take no for an answer. She believed that Jesus could do what she 
wanted, and that he had the goodness to allow her to press her 
request on him. Her attitude and her action reminds us that though 
there may seem to be no signs of divine response to our need and to 
the prayer arising from that need, prayer will in some way, and as 
God judges best, prevail. But we must persist and not lose heart. 
The Syro-Phoenician woman is an example for everyone in need. 

Yes, she is an example for everyone, for everyone. It is 
divinely revealed and is a teaching of the Church that faith in Christ 
is a divine gift. It is a special grace of the Holy Spirit. But what 
about those who have not (yet) been granted this gift? The 
Syro-Phoenician woman was a pagan, but she had enough faith in 
our Lord to come to him and press her request upon him. Let all who 
are in need, no matter what their religion or comparative lack of it, 
no matter what kind of faith they may have, come to Jesus and ask 
help and solace of him. Pope Benedict XVI once suggested that 
those who do not believe in God ought to live as if he did exist. 
Presumably he meant that whatever be the stage a person is at in 
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belief or the lack of it, a certain relationship with God is possible. So 
too with Christ. There is no reason why a Muslim cannot turn to 
Christ and ask for his help. Nor is there any reason why a Hindu 
cannot, or a Buddhist, or an agnostic, or an atheist. They will have 
varying opinions of Jesus of Nazareth, and varying degrees of 
blindness and light concerning the true nature of his ineffable person. 
But the fact is that the living risen Jesus loves all men and gave his 
life for each. By his Incarnation he united himself to every man. He 
is the God and Lord of all and so he welcomes with love any 
approach from anyone, however limited in understanding it may 
involve. There may be a testing silence and a seeming rebuff as was 
the case with the woman of our Gospel scene today (Mark 7:24-30). 
But the case of our pagan woman shows that Christ will hear 
persistent prayer. Persistent prayer shows faith, just as it showed the 
faith of the Syro-Phoenician, and it was her persistent faith that 
Christ rewarded. The Christian ought readily to encourage the 
non-Christian to approach Christ when in need, for our Lord once 
said, “Come to me all you who labour and are over-burdened, and 1 
will give you rest.” He was addressing this to all , to all who laboured 
and were over-burdened, to all. 

The prayer of faith moves mountains because it involves faith 
in the One who moves mountains. If the Syro-Phoenician woman 
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had not the faith to act once she heard that Jesus was within reach, 
she would not have got her daughter back from the vice-like clutches 
of the demon. We do not hear of her becoming a disciple or a 
follower, let alone subsequently a Christian. Presumably she never 
acquired the faith for this. But she had a faith of sorts, one sufficient 
to lead her to come to Christ when she was labouring and 
over-burdened, and she found rest. Let all mankind understand that 
Christ, though unseen, is alive, is good, and is all-powerful. Go to 
him then! 
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Friday of the fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 

bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 11: 29-32; 12: 19; Psalm 80; Mark 7:31-37 

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, 
down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 
There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could 
hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man. After 
he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into 
the man’s ears. Then he spat and touched the man’s tongue. He 
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, Ephphatha! 
(which means, Be opened!). At this, the man’s ears were opened, his 
tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. Jesus 
commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the 
more they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed with 
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amazement. He has done everything well, they said. He even makes 
the deaf hear and the mute speak. (Mark 7:31-37) 

Faith Jesus has left the pagan territory of Tyre, gone 
through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and goes now into the 
region of the Decapolis. The route of our Lord’s journey is a little 
confusing for the reader, but the important thing is what happens 
when he reaches this fairly Gentile area. Let us notice what some 
people do at this point. They bring to him a man who was deaf and 
who can hardly talk. They ask Jesus just to place his hand on the 
man. Let us not read too much into their request, but we cannot help 
but notice that all they ask is, not that our Lord heal the man (which 
is, of course, what they want), but that he simply place his hand on 
the man. It may be that things were reaching the point where some 
were looking on our Lord almost as a source of magic. That is to 
say, they may have been thinking that power went out of him 
automatically and all that was needed was some physical contact as 
one would with a talisman. Power did indeed go out of him — and 
we remember the poor woman who had secretly clutched at his 
garment from within the milling crowd, thinking (correctly) that if 
she could just touch his cloak she would be healed. But the specific 
danger here is of missing the personal contact with Jesus in receiving 
so quickly the benefit. Christ himself was being forgotten amid his 
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gifts so liberally bestowed. In the case of the woman in the crowd, 
our Lord immediately stopped, and while in his human 
consciousness was unaware of who had been healed, he did know 
that he had healed someone. He insisted on making personal contact 
with the beneficiary of his divine power. All through the Gospels 
our Lord is looking for faith in his person, and we read how when he 
returned to his own town he worked very few miracles there because 
of their lack of faith — faith not just in the divine power at work in 
him, but faith in his own person. In our passage today, our Lord 
again insists on acting in a way that would show to the deaf and 
dumb man especially, but also to the others, that he himself was fully 
involved in what was being done for the debilitated man. He was not 
just a magic wand, as it were. 

So what does our Lord do? He goes to unusual lengths — 
perhaps because of the region and people he is now in — to show 
that he himself engaged in this healing with full deliberation. Each 
person was very much the object of his love and attention. We read 
that “ After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his 
fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spat and touched the man’s 
tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, 
Ephphatha! (which means, Be opened!). At this, the man’s ears were 
opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly ” 
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(Mark 7:31-37). Perhaps our Lord was trying to illustrate that an 
approach to him was to be very personal. He himself made it very 
personal. It needed to involve a personal relationship with him. 
Because of the very real danger that this could be and was in fact 
being forgotten, he then insisted (unsuccessfully) that he and they not 
tell others about the healing. The danger was that people were 
forgetting him and the real blessing faith in him brings, for other 
things they wished to get out of him. Religion was being turned into, 
we might say, a technology. I have mentioned in a previous 
comment that I once attended a lecture on religion given by a 
Zoroastrian scholar. He described religion as a technology. The 
practitioners of religion seek to gain certain things by their religious 
rites. Now, all too often religion in practice is indeed just this. But it 
ought not to be so. In the divine intention, religion is man’s personal 
relationship with God and the more something else takes the place of 
this, the less is man truly religious. Religion gradually becomes 
magic and a shell of what it should be — and it should be a 
tremendous enhancement of the dignity of man coming from his 
union with God. As we visualize our Gospel scene today, we see 
that the healing of this poor deaf and dumb man away from the 
crowd and his friends involved a personal relationship with Jesus. 
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Christ involved himself with this man and did not simply send him 
off healed by a mere word. 

Our Lord made it abundantly clear throughout the Gospels that 
he wants us to ask him for all our needs. St Alphonsus Liguori once 
wrote that the reason why we do not receive more from God is that 
we ask for so little — because of our lack of faith. He went on to 
stress the importance of asking for what we truly need, and insisted 
that the prayer of petition is of great importance in life. But in all our 
prayer to God for his aid and support, let us truly think of God. He 
himself is the object of our life and all our prayers, and we ought 
never to allow our religion to deteriorate into a spiritual technology. 
It ought nourish love, a burning and constant love leading to a close 
following of Christ and to a Christ-like service of others, especially 
those in need. 


7b»©«dv 


- 1023 - 





Saturday of the fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 

bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Psalm 105; Mark 8:1-10 

During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had 
nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, I have 
compassion for these people; they have already been with me three 
days and have nothing to eat. If I send them home hungry, they will 
collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long 
distance. His disciples answered, But where in this remote place can 
anyone get enough bread to feed them? How many loaves do you 
have? Jesus asked. Seven, they replied. He told the crowd to sit 
down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given 
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the 
people, and they did so. They had a few small fish as well; he gave 
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thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. The 
people ate and were satisfied. Afterwards the disciples picked up 
seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. About four 
thousand men were present. And having sent them away, he got into 
the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. 
(Mark 8: 1-10) 

The glory of Christ There is a well-known key to the 
knowledge of people: get up close and if possible live with them. 
From afar a person may seem admirable, while close-up he may well 
show up as being very different. Alexander the Great shot like a 
great meteor across his era and in his short life nothing seemed able 
to thwart him. He was great in his rapid conquests but of course he 
was full of flaws. He was a bloodthirsty young adventurer with no 
regard for human life if it stood in his way. He was proud, vain and 
possibly (many historians think) an active homosexual. The single 
reference to him in the Old Testament was anything but laudatory. 
The glory of Alexander was (in respect to his character) a hollow 
glory, and there are very many of whom this could be said. But get 
up close to Jesus Christ and it is altogether different. In our Gospel 
passage today (Mark 8: 1-10) our Lord does something which, as far 
as I am aware, no one else in the history of the world is reputed to 
have done. He took a handful of bread and a little fish and having 
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given thanks simply gave it to his disciples and told them to 
distribute it to a crowd of thousands of hungry people. The entire 
throng ate and were satisfied. Presumably their satisfaction refers 
not only to the seemingly unending quantity of food but also to its 
taste and quality. Though simple, it was a sumptuous and delicious 
meal. Moreover, plenty of food was left over, implying that the 
crowd simply had no desire to eat more. They had been given much 
more than they needed and a lot of food was left: seven basketfuls of 
broken pieces was gathered up. We remember the wedding feast of 
Cana. Well into the wedding celebrations the wine ran out and our 
Lord (at the prompting of his mother) simply directed the stewards to 
fill up the large jars with water. That water was turned into 
magnificent wine. Presumably there was more than was needed with 
some being left over. St John writes that at the wedding feast of 
Cana our Lord let his glory be seen and his disciples believed in him. 

The disciples were up close to our Lord and they saw his glory. 
In the Acts of the Apostles our Lord’s “mighty works” are often 
referred to. Our Lord himself invited his own disciples at one point 
to believe him on the basis of his works if they needed to. No one in 
the history of the world can be likened to Christ in his miraculous 
actions, all at the service not of himself and his own glory but at the 
service of those in need. Alexander the Great and all his like were 
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nothing, nothing, compared to the grandeur of Christ and the power 
of his word. He raised the dead at a word. He drove out evil spirits 
at a word. He healed all kinds of disease and sickness at a word. He 
calmed a storm at sea at a word. He came to his disciples across the 
Sea of Galilee and bade Simon Peter to come to him across the 
water, which he did till he failed in faith. The power of the man 
Jesus over nature and the underworld had no limit. Strangely, many 
did not accept him. Let us listen to the testimony of John the 
Evangelist, writing at the beginning of his Gospel and long after the 
events he narrates. John exults that he had seen and known Jesus of 
Nazareth. Throughout the Gospel he refers to himself as “the 
beloved disciple.” He had been beloved of Christ and so had been 
truly up-close. All he could say was, we saw his glory. Christ truly 
had glory. John writes that “the Word was made flesh and lived 
among us. We saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of 
the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). His glory included 
his unmatched power over nature and the world, but it especially 
included the grace and truth that filled his person and that comes 
from him to the world. The grace of God can be accessed and it is 
accessed only in Jesus Christ. He is the one who has brought the 
grace and the truth of God to the world. It resides in him in its 
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fullness and it flows from him, present as he is in his body the 
Church, to the world. 

As we think of Christ effortlessly feeding four thousand people 
with a mere handful of food let us think of the glory of Jesus Christ. 
With him present in our midst — and through his body the Church he 
remains constantly with us — we have the anchor we need. Let us 
remain with him each day, coming to know his glory more and more, 
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
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Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, 0 God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46; Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11; 

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1; Mark 1:40-45 

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, 
If you are willing, you can make me clean. Filled with compassion, 
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. 1 am willing, he 
said. Be clean! Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 
Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: See that you 
don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer 
the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a 
testimony to them. Instead he went out and began to talk freely, 
spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town 
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openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came 
to him from everywhere. (Mark 1:40-45) 

Authority One of the best modem chronicles of the French 
Revolution which I can think of is Simon Schama’s Citizens 
(Penguin, 1989). The French Revolution was one of the most 
cataclysmic social and political upheavals in the long history of 
Europe. One of the many things it surely illustrates is the chaos and 
harm that occurs when legitimate authority deteriorates, becomes 
corrupted, is overthrown and is replaced by arbitrary authority based 
not on law but on power. The powerful who have seized authority 
themselves succumb to the more powerful and a dictatorship 
emerges. With the coronation of the able and ambitious Napoleon 
Bonaparte there followed what might be called a protracted world 
war — from Britain to Russia — that came to an end only with his 
defeat at Waterloo in 1815. Various perspectives can be taken in 
respect to the thirty years between, say, 1785 and 1815, but one is 
surely the question of the exercise of and attitude to authority in 
European and in particular French society. The point I mean to 
illustrate here is that society pivots around authority and depends on 
it. Authority is that quality by virtue of which persons or institutions 
make laws, give orders, and expect obedience. The history of 
mankind shows that every society requires a legitimate authority 
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which is functioning well. As Pope John XXIII once wrote (in 
Pacem in Terris, 46), “ Human society can be neither well-ordered 
nor prosperous unless it has some people invested with legitimate 
authority to preserve its institution and to devote themselves as far as 
is necessary to work and care for the good of all.” The unity of the 
community and its common good require an authority, and this 
shows that the foundation of authority in society lies in human nature 
itself. If man is to live in society — which he must in one sense or 
another — then in the very nature of things society has a moral and 
practical necessity for authority. Without a legitimate authority it 
would not be possible to live in society. 

Among the many things that are clear in the life of Jesus Christ 
is his respect for legitimate authority. In our Gospel passage today 
(Mark 1:40-45) we read that after curing a leper of his leprosy he 
sent him off with the warning not to tell anyone of his healing. Then 
he added, “go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” Our 
Lord was directing the leper to fulfil the religious requirement to 
show himself to the priest and to fulfil the law of Moses stipulating 
the offering of sacrifices for his cleansing. On another occasion our 
Lord stated that he had not come to abolish the Law but to fulfil it. 
We remember how, when the Temple officer asked Simon if his 
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master paid the Temple tax, Simon said that he certainly did. Again, 
in response to the challenge of the religious leaders, our Lord told 
them that they were to give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God. This same Christ-like respect for 
legitimate authority we see in the letters of St Paul. For instance, as 
he writes in his Letter to the Romans (eh. 13:1-2), “ Let every person 
be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.'’'’ Of course, St 
Paul is referring to legitimate authority and its legitimate exercise. 
Those exercising authority in society are bound to exercise it in 
accordance with morality and the law of God. No authority has the 
right to command what is unjust or morally wrong. An example 
would be the enactment of a law allowing the destruction of unborn 
human life, or the prohibition of any acceptance and profession of 
the Christian religion. In this case, whatever be the cost, as Peter and 
the apostles said to the high priest and his council, one “ must obey 
God rather than men’’'’ (Acts 5:29). 

Most people in society have some sphere in which they 
exercise limited authority. In other spheres they are themselves 
subject to authority. As with every element of life, the exercise of 
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and respect for authority should be constantly sanctified and made 
the means of attaining holiness and growth in moral goodness. That 
is to say, it is God whom we should be serving when we must 
command and when we must obey. Christ should be our model 
whenever we have authority or whenever we are subject to it. It is in 
this way that authority will be a blessing to society and in the process 
sanctify and assist us on our way to heaven. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.1897-1904 
(Authority) 


■<b»©®dv 


- 1033 - 





Monday of the sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 

mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 1: 1-11; Psalm 118; Mark 8:11-13 

The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, 
they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, 
Why does this generation ask for a miraculous sign ? I tell you the 
truth, no sign will be given to it. Then he left them, got back into the 
boat and crossed to the other side. (Mark 8:11-13) 

He left them There is a terrible warning implicit in our 
Gospel passage today. Let me place my point in its more general 
context. Jesus Christ is God-with-us, the incarnate God, a 
magnificent man who is not only truly man but in very truth the great 
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God as well. The mere fact of God being one of us is revelatory of 
the extraordinary love of the Creator for fallen man and of his desire 
to reach out to us and to be with us at the most intimate level. There 
are so many indicators of this in the Gospels and in our Lord’s 
teaching. Our Lord speaks of himself as the Good Shepherd who 
seeks out the stray till he finds it, and then returns rejoicing with it on 
his shoulders. He is the loving father in the parable of the prodigal 
son, prodigally showering his wayward son with gifts and welcoming 
him back with overflowing love when he returns from his life of sin 
and foolishness. Christ eats with sinners and associates with them. 
He invites himself to dine in the house of Zacchaeus the chief 
tax-collector. In his public ministry he drove himself to the limit to 
bring the good news of the kingdom, which is to say the good news 
of himself, to all of the House of Israel. On rising from the dead he 
charged his disciples to make of all the nations his disciples. God 
has taken extraordinary measures to be with us his people, so much 
so that St Paul writes that nothing, nothing, can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ. But there is an ominous warning to all in 
various scenes of the Gospels, and our passage today is an example 
of this. Christ can turn away from us if our hearts are deliberately 
hardened towards him. We read that the Pharisees came to test him. 
Their hearts were hard in his presence and they demanded a sign 
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from heaven to satisfy them. What was our Lord’s response? He 
turned away from them and passed on. We read that “ He sighed 
deeply and said, Why does this generation ask for a miraculous sign ? 
I tell you the truth, no sign will be given to it. Then he left them, got 
back into the boat and crossed to the other side ” (Mark 8:11-13). It 
appears that they were incorrigible, and he left them. Another 
example — when in the presence of Herod during his Passion, Christ 
refused to speak to him. 

Yes, of course there have been many extraordinary 
conversions. People who have lived a wayward and sinful life have 
been snatched from the jaws of a terrible eternity at the last moment. 
A priest has come and has somehow succeeded in opening their 
hearts to the grace of Christ. Or a relative has said the right thing 
decisively at the last moments and all has changed. The person ends 
with a prayer of contrition on his lips and he dies with Christ. 
Alternatively, it happens not at the point of death but relatively early 
in life and this one who had been a confirmed sinner undergoes a 
spectacular conversion and goes on to a life of sanctity and apostolic 
fruitfulness. There are plenty of stories of inspiring conversions in 
the history of the Church. But there are also sad tragedies of persons 
dying out of friendship with Christ and out of the Church. We 
cannot be sure, but our Lord’s departure from the company of the 
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Pharisees in our Gospel scene today (Mark 8:11-13) may have had its 
parallel in their case. The greatest of the heresies in the early Church 
was the Arian. It denied the divinity of Christ and it lasted for the 
greater part of the fourth century and well beyond, despite two 
Ecumenical Councils which condemned the heresy and its variants. 
It passed out of the Catholic Church into the barbarian peoples and 
continued on. Its founder and persistent advocate was a priest, Arius. 
He died suddenly, and while still in his heresy. Had his life reflected 
the spiritual stubbornness of the Pharisees in today’s Gospel? As we 
read, Christ had left them. Take another case of a different era. One 
of John Henry Newman’s friends during the late 1820s at Oxford 
was Blanco White, a refugee from Spain who had abandoned the 
Catholic priesthood and who wrote vigorously against the Catholic 
Church. He died not only out of the Catholic Church, but out of the 
Christian Faith, refusing to accept Christ’s divinity. He died a 
Unitarian. One gets the impression that his blindness was sincere, in 
the sense that he had become truly blind to his error. But at root, had 
his life reflected the spiritual stubbornness of the Pharisees in today’s 
Gospel? Christ had left them. 

Let us not presume on the grace and the patience of God. Let 
us not presume that all will be well if we engage in deliberate sin, 
ignoring the warnings and summonses of conscience. We can 
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become hard of heart and in one sense or another somewhat like the 
Pharisees in today’s Gospel passage. Due to our own inner infidelity 
we can reach the point of being left to ourselves by Christ in the way 
he left the Pharisees and passed on. The Gospel of today contains an 
implicit warning. At every point in life we ought to aim at 
repentance. Let us then continually ask for the grace to repent and 
begin again. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, 0 God, a 

mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 1: 12-18; Psalm 93; Mark 8:14-21 

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf 
they had with them in the boat. Be careful, Jesus warned them. 
Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod. They 
discussed this with one another and said, It is because we have no 
bread. Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: Why are you 
talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? 
Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears 
but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? When I broke the five 
loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you 
pick up? Twelve, they replied. And when I broke the seven loaves for 
the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up ? 
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They answered, Seven. He said to them, Do you still not understand? 
(Mark 8:14-21) 

State of the heart In passing, let us imagine the travelling 
community life that existed among Jesus and the Twelve. They had 
been selected to be with him and to share in his mission. We can 
imagine the various tasks involved. Judas, for instance, had been 
entrusted with the financial management of things — he had charge 
of the purse. Peter was the leader among them. The young John had 
a special intimacy with our Lord. Peter, James and John seem to 
have had a closer association with our Lord than the others — he 
took them with him on certain occasions, such as up the mountain 
where they saw him transfigured, and when he raised the small girl 
from the dead. We are told elsewhere that certain women also on 
occasions went with them and attended to what was needed, 
supporting them from their means. In our Gospel scene today 
following the hectic ministry and our Lord’s all-consuming work, the 
disciples had forgotten to bring food for the band. Perhaps they are 
quite hungry and we read that on another occasion they were so busy 
with our Lord that they had no time even to eat. On the water now 
and away from the crowd, they turn their thoughts to some repast. 
But no, they have forgotten to bring any food — except for a single 
loaf. We can imagine how Jesus, observing their discovery of the 
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bread having been forgotten, quietly says to them, “Watch out for the 
yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.'’’’ Our Lord is thinking 
beyond the present, and one commentator writes that “yeast” in 
Judaism was used also as an analogy for one’s dispositions. Our 
Lord is thinking of the evil dispositions in the hearts of the Pharisees 
and the Herodians who resisted so resolutely his person and his 
work. Those same dispositions were to some extent spreading and, 
characterizing as they did the attitude of the religious leaders, were 
always likely to spread insidiously both by what they were saying 
and by force of their example. Our Lord was warning his own 
disciples to be on guard against that perverse influence. Perhaps — 
who knows! — he saw something of it already taking root in Judas. 

But our Lord’s words not only highlight the dark opposition in 
the hearts of the Pharisees and the Herodians. He then refers to the 
incomprehension he had to face, the slowness to understand — even 
among his chosen ones. Having warned against the Pharisees and 
the Herodians, our Lord rebukes his own disciples for their lack of 
understanding of what he is referring to. Importantly, he indicates 
that this lack of understanding had its roots in the state of their 
hearts. So while our Lord’s disciples loved and followed him and the 
Pharisees and Herodians rejected him, nevertheless the hearts of his 
disciples too were not without fault. They were not opposing him 
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but they were failing to understand his warning against the “yeast of 
the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod,” and there were many other 
things they failed to understand. Now, while we read that on 
occasion our Lord manifested anger at the hardness of heart of the 
Pharisees, I tend to think that he smiled while he rebuked his own 
disciples. Perhaps he could see not only the slowness of their hearts 
but the funny side of their crass incomprehension of his analogy. But 
let us notice what our Lord says in his rebuke of them: “Why are you 
talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? 
Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears 
but fail to hear? And don 7 you remember? When I broke the five 
loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you 
pick up? Twelve, they replied ” (Mark 8:14-21). Our Lord is telling 
his disciples that despite what they have seen him do, they are slow 
of understanding because their hearts are hard. When our Lord rose 
from the dead he rebuked his disciples for not having believed the 
testimony of the first witnesses. Their hearts were hard, he told 
them. Our Lord’s battle in taking away the sin of the world was with 
the heart of fallen man. He had come to change the heart of 
mankind, to take its sin away, and to renew it in the life of grace. 

Let us ask our Lord to show us the state of our heart as he sees 
it, with a view to renewing it in the likeness of his own. St Paul 


- 1042 - 



writes that we are to let this mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus. 
Christ referred explicitly to his own heart. He asked all to come to 
him who laboured and he would give them rest. He said that we are 
to learn from him for he is meek and humble of heart. Let us resolve, 
by the aid of God’s grace, to model our hearts on that of Christ. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, 0 God, a 

mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 1: 19-27; Psalm 14; Mark 8:22-26 

They came to Betlisaicla, and some people brought a blind man 
and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand 
and led him outside the village. When he had spat on the man’s eyes 
and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, Do you see anything? He 
looked up and said, I see people; they look like trees walking around. 
Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes 
were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 
Jesus sent him home, saying, Don 7 go into the village. (Mark 8:22- 
26) 
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The love of Jesus If Christ did something once, he can do it 
again. Indeed, he can do it again and again. Let us place ourselves 
in the Gospel scene today and in our hearts watch what our Lord 
does. Some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch 
him. That is all they wanted: they wanted Jesus to touch him 
because they had seen and heard of how our Lord had time and again 
touched people who were sick, and that touch would leave them 
healed. That is all they wanted: a touch from Jesus and their blind 
acquaintance would be healed. But Jesus did not simply touch him: 
he took him by the hand and led him outside the village. 
Contemplate the scene again in further detail. Our Lord is 
approached by the group of friends with their blind acquaintance. 
They introduce themselves and direct our Lord’s attention to their 
blind companion and ask that he touch him — that he place his hand 
on him. Our Lord gazes for a moment on them and on the blind man. 
Then, perhaps asking them to leave the blind man with him and 
themselves to go, he takes the blind man with him on a walk outside 
the village. Imagine our Lord holding the blind man by his hand and 
leading him along with him. Perhaps he gently converses with him 
about his family or life and thus establishes a personal relationship 
with him. Perhaps a few of our Lord’s disciples are in tow — this 
passage is from Mark, so possibly Simon Peter witnessed the event. 
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They arrive outside the village. Then our Lord takes some trouble 
over this case. He repeatedly places his own spittle on the man’s 
eyes while asking the blind man if his sight is coming. It gradually 
comes and he finally sees with absolute clarity. He sends the blind 
man off, not back into the village, but home by another route. 
Presumably his original companions — as I mentioned earlier — had 
themselves been directed by our Lord to go home and not to wait. 
Our Lord had taken the blind man into his own care, led him by the 
hand himself, and with personal attention cured him. 

Why did our Lord go through all this when he could have, at a 
word, sent the man and his companions off with their prayer 
answered? We do not know because we are not told. Why did our 
Lord, when on another occasion pressed by the crowd all around him 
and on his way to deal with a case of desperate need, suddenly stop 
and ask who touched him? The surging crowd had to stop, and our 
Lord spent a moment looking for the one who had “touched” him. 
Power had gone out of him, he said. Why had he bothered? 
Presumably he wanted to make personal contact with the one who 
had benefited by power going forth from him. Each person was 
important. Each individual is the object of Christ’s love. In our case 
today (Mark 8:22-26), our Lord spends time with the blind man. Of 
course, it is obvious that our Lord does not want his miracles to 
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dominate the attention of the people. He does not want to be 
regarded simply as a miracle worker, merely as a source of physical 
betterment and healing. He wants this aspect of his ministry, at least 
at this point, to be kept more in the background. There are higher 
and greater things he was sent to bring to mankind, and he wishes the 
people to think on a higher plane. So he takes the blind man 
completely aside. Nevertheless, we are surely able to notice the 
greater care with an individual that is being exercised here. That 
blind man would never have forgotten his hand being held by Christ 
as they walked along, or perhaps the touch of Christ’s hand on his 
shoulder as they walked. He depended on Christ leading him to 
wherever they were going. He would never have forgotten his 
conversation with Christ as they left the village. He would never 
have forgotten the finger of Christ pressing gently on his eyes, 
marking them with his own saliva. He would never have forgotten 
his sight returning and gazing on Christ for the first time. To see the 
face of Jesus of Nazareth, the author of his healing! This was his first 
sight. Christ had known him personally and had cared for him in all 
his individuality. In his need he had come to know Christ in a very 
personal manner. What might have come of this we do not know — 
perhaps little. But it was a personal gift nevertheless. 
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Now, as I remarked at the beginning, if Christ did something 
once, he can do it again and again. In fact, he does do it again and 
again. The living risen Jesus takes those who come to him or those 
who are presented to him and leads them on with him. If we place 
ourselves in his hands in all our need — whether we place before 
him a particular need, or our very selves in all our need — he will 
lead us by the hand, as it were. He takes us with him and gives us 
the gift of his grace. He shows us his personal concern and attention, 
and we begin life anew. Let us see ourselves exemplified in the 
blind man of today’s Gospel, and let us never drift out of the 
friendship of Jesus. 
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Thursday of the sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 

mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 2: 1-9; Psalm 33; Mark 8:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, Who do people say l 
am? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who 
do you say I am? Peter answered, You are the Christ. Jesus warned 
them not to tell anyone about him. He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, 
and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus 
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turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. Get behind me, 
Satan! he said. You do not have in mind the things of God, but the 
things of men. (Mark 8:27-33) 

Christ and Satan In the modem secular world, a world 
that marginalizes God, the fundamental truths of the Christian Faith 
are nevertheless known. The one God, Christ his incarnate Son, the 
judgment of God on man, heaven and hell, eternity — all these 
things are part, we might say, of general literacy and ordinary 
education. Satan too is known about. If a morning TV host were to 
stop a person in the city walking to his workplace and ask him live 
on air who Satan is, I think he would get a coherent answer. I 
remember years ago I was teaching religion in a State High School 
and I asked a boy in the class who God is. His answer was that he is 
a good spirit. It was an initial answer, the first thing that came to his 
mind. Probably if he were asked who the Devil is he would have 
said he is an evil spirit. It is also recognized that it is a little absurd 
for one who professes to be a Christian to deny the existence of Satan 
— which is exactly what I saw a Christian minister of religion assert 
on television many years ago. That minister of religion stated to his 
surprised audience that he would not accept the existence of Satan 
unless he appeared in visible form before him. Satan and his devils! 
If one sets the Gospels in the context of the entire Scriptures it is 
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very clear that there is no one in all the Scriptures whose teaching 
and ministry revealed the reality of Satan more vividly than Jesus 
Christ. From the outset of his public ministry he is seen to be 
engaged in a harsh encounter with Satan. Where in the whole of the 
Old Testament is there anything to compare with Christ’s encounter 
with Satan in the desert immediately following his baptism and 
immediately prior to the commencement of his public ministry? I 
think the only comparable instance would be the encounter between 
Satan and Eve at the beginning of the Book of Genesis, in chapter 3. 
Satan is engaged with Job, but there is not much by way of an 
explicit portrayal of Satan amid the river of moral evil that is 
manifested in the inspired books of Old Testament. The case is 
different in the Gospels. 

When we think of it, and especially when we situate the 
Gospels in the context of the Old Testament, it is very notable how 
open is the activity of Satan and his demons in the ministry of Christ. 
Christ refers to Satan repeatedly and is busy sending him packing 
from his unfortunate victims. Christ speaks of Hell more often than 
does any other personage in the Scriptures. But our Gospel passage 
today is especially revealing of Satan’s tactic in combating Christ. 
Let us listen to our Lord’s very harsh rebuke of Simon Peter who 
loved him so much and whom Christ himself loved so much. Simon 
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had just made a magnificent profession of faith in Jesus, stating 
before all the others and speaking on their behalf, that he, Jesus, was 
the promised Messiah. There was no doubt in Peter’s heart that his 
beloved master was the long promised One, the One who would 
establish God’s promised kingdom. It must have been a great 
consolation to our Lord who was forging in his disciples the 
foundation of his Church. That Church would be the vehicle and 
repository and seed of his Kingdom. He immediately proceeded to 
indicate to his disciples the divine path he was to take in this grand 
mission. It was the path of suffering and death. At this, Simon 
vigorously tried to dissuade him. Our Lord turned, and in the 
presence of his disciples, delivered a powerful rebuke to Peter who 
loved him probably more than any of his other disciples. Our Lord 
called him “you Satan!” “Get behind me, Satan! he said. You do not 
have in mind the things of God, but the things of men’'’ (Mark 
8:27-33). The exchange reveals many things, but it also tells us 
about Satan. Satan had been trying to tempt our Lord along a path 
different from the one he was taking — and his temptations had 
begun immediately following our Lord’s baptism. Here, though, our 
Lord heard it coming from his most important disciple, the rock of 
his Church. His rebuke was swift, and it is a fundamental lesson for 
every Christian. 
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Let us take to heart the two great realities in life: first of all, 
there is Christ. Then there is Satan. First of all there is good. Then 
there is evil. First of all there is God. Then there is sin. Let us make 
our choice for Christ and then very importantly let us with clear 
vision resolve to follow his way. That way is to take up our cross 
every day, the cross of obedience to the will of God in the midst of 
whatever difficulties this entails, and follow Christ in his path. The 
way to glory is through the door of Calvary. Therein lies the victory. 
Let us not be duped by the wiles of Satan. 

-- 
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Friday of the sixth week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 

mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 2: 14-24.26; Psalm 111; Mark 8:34-9:1 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save 
it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his 
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anyone is 
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in 
his Father’s glory with the holy angels. And he said to them, I tell 
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you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the kingdom of God come with power. (Mark 8:34-9:1) 

Christ and suffering I remember years ago reading a 
Phantom comic book — a comic book in which the Phantom 
character was the protagonist. There was one scene in it that showed 
the Phantom at a graveside, and the burial plot was marked by a 
cross. I was intrigued by that detail because the Phantom, of course, 
was a completely secular character and his world of fighting crime 
was completely secular. There was never the slightest reference to 
anything beyond this world, let alone to God or Christ. I remember a 
scene in one Phantom comic in which the Phantom marries — and of 
course it was a civil marriage. But that scene of the graveside had a 
cross to mark the tomb of the one buried there. Now, the cross at a 
graveside is ultimately a reference to the cross of Christ even if this 
has been forgotten by our secular culture, and was certainly lost on 
the Phantom. The cross on the tomb reminds us that one of the most 
famous things that Christ did was to transform the meaning of 
suffering and death in human understanding. In our Gospel scene 
today our Lord calls not only his disciples to him but — the text 
suggests — in the first instance the entire crowd in order to give 
them a central teaching about what it is to be his disciple. What he 
had to say was meant for all. Many followed him, undoubtedly for a 
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great range of motives and with varying degrees of commitment, a 
fact reflected in our Lord’s parable of the seed being sown in various 
kinds of soil. It is only the good soil that enables the seed to produce 
a harvest. So our Lord called the crowd to him together with his 
disciples and used what must have been a riveting image to explain 
what true discipleship entailed. It entailed denying oneself, taking up 
one’s cross and precisely in this condition following him. All would 
have been fa mi liar with the ghastly method of execution employed 
by the Roman empire. The condemned man would take up his cross, 
carry it along, be crucified on it and there to die a terrible death. 
Christ said that following him meant carrying one’s cross. 

The Christian religion at its heart involves the love for and the 
following of the person of Jesus Christ. As the Founder and Object 
of the most profound religion in the history of the world, our Lord 
put the cross of suffering and death at its centre. Thus the cross has 
come to stand for Christ and for Christianity. For this reason a 
wonderful way to begin and end prayer and to bear witness to Jesus 
is by making the Sign of the Cross. In this sign, the Christian makes 
the gesture of the cross across his own person by touching with his 
open hand his forehead, chest and each shoulder while invoking the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Yes, the cross is at the 
centre of the Christian religion. Our Lord told the crowd — meaning 
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all without exception — that the following of him means accepting 
and even embracing (as he did) the cross which leads to death to self. 
Our Lord is not merely saying that he expects all who follow him to 
be prepared for suffering and even death in the way some great 
general might expect the same thing of his troops. Napoleon 
Bonaparte was prepared to lead thousands of his troops to their death 
to gain his goals. Christ meant much more than tremendous love and 
loyalty for his person, a love that was prepared to accept suffering. 
He also meant to reveal that this suffering itself was life-giving when 
endured in (i.e., in union with) him. This was the remarkable feature 
of Christ’s teaching on the suffering that is part and parcel of 
discipleship. What could possibly be counted as positive in the 
appalling spectacle of someone being led out carrying his cross, 
being nailed to it and then dying as a result? But this was what Christ 
said following him was like. “ Then he called the crowd to him cdong 
with his disciples and said: If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me ” (Mark 8:34-9:1). 
The sufferings and death of the Christian will be life-giving if 
endured in union with Christ because they will constitute a share in 
his sufferings, and it was by his obedient sufferings that he redeemed 
the world. Christ has given to obedient suffering a life-giving 
significance. 
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Let us pray for the grace to appreciate what our Lord is 
teaching in our Gospel passage today. This is a signal example of 
how grace is needed to understand and accept with one’s mind and 
heart what Christ has revealed. Any person who wishes to do good 
in life and to make of his or her life something life-giving and of 
benefit to the world must take to heart Christ’s teaching on the cross 
of obedient suffering. Out of love for Christ, then, let us follow him 
closely as he leads the way to Calvary. As he repeatedly insisted, 
therein lies the door to glory. 
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Saturday of the sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 

mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 3: 1-10; Psalm 11; Mark 9:2-13 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and 
led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he 
was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, 
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us 
put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. 
(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then a cloud 
appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: 
This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him! Suddenly, when they 
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looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As 
they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to 
tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what rising 
from the dead meant. And they asked him, Why do the teachers of 
the law say that Elijah must come first? Jesus replied, To be sure, 
Elijah does come first, and restores cdl things. Why then is it written 
that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? But I tell you, 
Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they wished, 
just as it is written about him. (Mark 9, 2-13) 

Listen to him! The course of human history depends in large 
measure on leaders. The common run of men depend on leaders. Of 
course, in asserting this we must allow for a great diversity in 
leadership, and in saying this we do not assert everything depends on 
leaders. For from another point of view history depends on the 
common man and on the mass of common men. Granted this, 
nevertheless what would Buddhism be without the Buddha? What 
would Islam be without Mahomet? So human history and in 
particular the history of man’s religions brings us to the thought of 
the great religious leaders of mankind. Now, inasmuch as the 
validity of man’s religion depends on the fact of the divine — and 
more explicitly, on God and what he has revealed — the question 
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that arises in our minds is, has God himself had anything definite to 
say about the various leaders and founders of religion? Specifically, 
has God himself in the presence of witnesses pointed to any one of 
the greatest religious teachers and prophets and said, “Listen to 
him /”? Has God pointed to any one and himself given to that person 
a unique standing and authority shared by no other? It helps us to 
appreciate our Gospel scene today if we place it in these broader 
contexts. Our passage describes our Lord taking the three disciples 
— those whom Paul would later describe as the pillars of the infant 
Church — and going up the mountain with them. We are perhaps 
reminded of Moses ascending the mountain to be with God. But our 
Lord does not go alone. He takes with him, we might say, the 
Church in embryo to witness what will happen. There his glory is 
made manifest and the Father speaks, pointing to him with an 
explicitness and universality he accorded to no other prophet or 
personage in the Old Testament, and as he never has to any other 
person in the history of mankind. This man shown in utter glory is 
his own Son, he says. He does not describe him as his servant (as he 
did the prophets) nor as his friend (as he did Moses) but as his 
Beloved Son. Our Gospel scene of the Transfiguration is unique in 
human history and in it God confers a unique and incomparable 
authority on Jesus Christ. 
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The next extraordinary thing about our passage today, apart 
from the uniqueness of Jesus Christ shown forth by God himself, is 
the path to be followed by this singular teacher and leader of 
mankind. Let us ponder on what our Lord said following his 
Transfiguration in the presence of his disciples. We read that 
“ Suddenly, when they looked round, they no longer saw anyone with 
them except Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son 
of Man had risen from the dead." So, the important thing ahead was 
to be, not a tremendous influence in the world such as, say, to win for 
him the surname of Great, but death and resurrection. His disciples 
were not to tell others of what the Father had said until he had died 
and risen. So, we read, “ They kept the matter to themselves, 
discussing what rising from the dead meant. And they asked him, 
Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first? Jesus 
replied, To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. 
Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be 
rejected?” (Mark 9, 2-13). Jesus is the fulfilment of the Scriptures, 
and his path is one of suffering and rejection. This is surely an 
extraordinary revelation of the ways of God. God had pointed to him 
as his own Beloved Son. All were to listen to him. Having made 
that crystal clear, it is now made clear that this this Beloved Son of 
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his must suffer much and be rejected. He must die. Then he will rise 
again. That is the path for the greatest person in the history of the 
world, the path for the One whom God himself had pointed to in the 
presence of witnesses, the One to whom God wanted all men to 
listen. Christ’s teaching is of far greater import than that of the 
world’s best philosophers, thinkers and religious leaders, and 
essential to his life and mission is that he die and then rise again. 
Moreover, in his teaching he makes the carrying of one’s cross after 
him essential to the following of him. So Christ’s personal status is 
unique, and his path and his teaching are extraordinary. 

How could anyone go wrong by taking his stand with Jesus? 
This is the path to life for humanity. As St Paul writes in one of his 
Letters, before the world began God chose us in Christ to be holy 
and full of love in his sight. Man’s truest calling is to live in union 
with Christ. Let us do that then! But let us persevere in Christ’s 
footsteps, taking up our cross each day and making his path our own. 
The path to the cross in union with Jesus is the path to glory. 

-- 


- 1063 - 





Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25; Ps 41:2-5, 13-14; 

2 Corinthians 1:18-22; Mark 2:1-12 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the 
people heard that he had come home. So many gathered that there 
was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the 
word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried 
by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after 
digging through it, lowered the mat the parcdysed man was lying on. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, Son, your sins 
are forgiven. Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, 
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thinking to themselves, Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone? Immediately 
Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their 
hearts, and he said to them, Why are you thinking these things? 
Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or 
to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins . . . . He said 
to the paralytic, / tell you, get up, take your mat and go home. He 
got up, took his mat and wcdked out in full view of them all. This 
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, We have never seen 
anything like this! (Mark 2:1-12) 

Forgiveness of sin We often read in the Gospels how people 
were amazed at the things our Lord said and did. We read that Christ 
directed Simon to throw his net out for a catch and so great was the 
haul that he had to signal to his companions to hurry to his aid. 
Simon was overcome with the sense of Christ’s divine power and 
professed his sinfulness before him. Various other examples of 
amazement in both his disciples and in the crowds are reported in the 
Gospels. Interestingly, we do not read of this amazement 
characterising our Lord’s enemies, such as the Pharisees. Rather, we 
see them being progressively filled with jealousy: even Pilate could 
see that they had handed Jesus over to him out of envy. They were 
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disposed to be harshly critical of him at every opportunity. This very 
fact is, incidentally, illustrative of the profoundly authentic nature of 
the Incarnation. God was so truly man that all his opponents could 
see was a man and one whom they felt free to subject to their 
hostility. In this spirit they were watching all that he did. We also 
see our Lord sovereignly free of any desire to court their favour: he 
acted with full and supreme authority in both his teaching and in his 
works. It was this manifest authority which the people especially 
noticed and spoke of. They were amazed at his authority. He acted 
and spoke with authority, and not like the scribes — and so it is in 
our Gospel scene today. A paralysed man is silently and 
dramatically lowered from the roof and placed before Jesus. The 
faith of the friends of the paralytic was manifest, and what was the 
first thing our Lord did for the unfortunate man? He openly and 
calmly forgave all his sins. It may be that the paralytic regarded 
himself as having been ultimately responsible for his physical 
affliction because of the sins of his life. Perhaps he had even said as 
much to his friends. We do not know, but possibly others too had 
thought this. This may have been part and parcel of his suffering. 
Well, the very first thing our Lord said to him was, “Son, your sins 
are forgiven." It would have brought on a powerful, immediate and 
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very evident consolation. Our Lord then proceeded to cure him of 
his paralysis and all were amazed. 

Where in the entire Old Testament had there been an example 
of a prophet or any great man of God taking it on himself to forgive 
the sins of another? There is no record of Abraham, Isaac or Jacob 
doing this. Moses did not. Nor did David or Isaiah, or Jeremiah or 
Ezechiel. It was unheard of because only God could forgive the sins 
of man. I do not think any of the founders of other religions 
attempted this either. Yet here (Mark 2:1-12), in the presence of his 
enemies who were looking for the slightest thing to accuse him of, 
our Lord calmly and publicly forgave the sins of another, of one who 
may have himself considered that his sins were the ultimate cause of 
his own sufferings. Christ showed he had the divine power to 
forgive sins, and he exercised that power more than once in his 
public ministry. It was a harbinger of what was to come. He was 
bringing the forgiveness of sins to mankind, and it would be a 
distinguishing element of Christian belief to proclaim the forgiveness 
of sins. It is a formal part of the Christian creed. Well now, how did 
Christ mean to bring to the world this gift of forgiveness of sins 
which he exercised for the benefit of this particular paralytic? He 
revealed his plan to his Apostles on the evening of the very day he 
rose from the dead, having just died for the sins of mankind. The 
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first thing our Lord did, as we read in the Gospel of St John, was to 
endow his Apostles with the Holy Spirit. He breathed on them and 
said. Receive the Holy Spirit. Then he gave to them the power to do 
what he had done during his public ministry. Whoever’s sins you 
forgive they are forgiven them , he told them. Whoever’s sins you 
retain they are retained. What his disciples had seen him do, what 
the public had seen him do, and what his enemies had seen him do, 
and what all knew to be so extraordinary a power — the forgiveness 
of a person’s sins — Christ was now empowering his Apostles to do 
in his name. It was the first thing he enabled his apostles to do on 
rising from the dead and on giving them the gift of the Holy Spirit. It 
is what the Church calls the Sacrament of Penance, administered by 
the one who has received the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 

What this means is that just as a person approaching our Lord 
during his public ministry could receive from him the forgiveness of 
sins — and some did receive this blessing (what a pity Judas did not 
ask for this!) — so now any baptized member of Christ’s Church 
may receive from the ordained priest the forgiveness of sins in the 
Sacrament of Penance. In this Sacrament the unseen Christ, acting 
through and in the priest, forgives the sins of the one who approaches 
him, confesses his sins, is truly repentant, and who fulfils the 
penance stipulated by the priest as a token personal reparation. Let 
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us have a profound appreciation for this stupendous gift so readily 
available. We too can receive this gift, provided we approach this 
Sacrament with the dispositions laid down by the Church. The 
forgiveness of sins in the Sacrament of Penance is so available. Let 
us not neglect this gift, then! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1450- 
1460 (Acts of the penitent and the forgiveness of sins [sacrament of 
reconciliation]). 
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Monday of the seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 

love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 3: 13-18; Psalm 18; Mark9:14-29 

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd 
around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon 
as cdl the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and 
ran to greet him. What are you arguing with them about? he asked. 
A man in the crowd answered, Teacher, I brought you my son, who is 
possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it 
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, 
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive 
out the spirit, but they could not. O unbelieving generation, Jesus 
replied, how long shall / stay with you? How long shall I put up with 
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you? Bring the boy to me. So they brought him. When the spirit saw 
Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the 
ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the 
boy’s father, How long has he been like this? From childhood, he 
answered. It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But 
if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us. ‘If you can ’? 
scud Jesus. Everything is possible for him who believes. 
Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, I do believe; help me 
overcome my unbelief! When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to 
the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. You deaf and mute spirit, he 
said, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again. 
The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy 
looked so much like a corpse that many said, He’s dead. But Jesus 
took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. 
After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, Why 
couldn 'l we drive it out? He replied, This kind can come out only by 
prayer. (Mark 9:14-29) 

Prayer I remember reading during the years that Pope St 
John Paul II was with us that, on more than one occasion, he took the 
initiative of exorcizing certain individuals who were presented before 
him. That is to say, on at least a few occasions people who were 
possessed to some degree by a demon came to be in his presence and 


- 1071 - 



he took the step of successfully commanding the demon to depart. 
But this immediate success in exorcism was not attained every time, 
it seems. I remember reading that on one occasion the Pope 
repeatedly commanded the demon to depart from a possessed person, 
but it did not. It jeered at the Pope, and defiantly said that not even 
he, the chief, could drive him out. What was the Pope’s answer? He 
assured the person who was afflicted in this way that he would pray 
for him and say Mass for him. What are we to make of this? At his 
death Pope John Paul II was recognized as a saint and his cause for 
canonization was soon in progress. What an event such as that 
reminds us of is what our Lord teaches his disciples at the end of 
today’s Gospel passage. We read that after our Lord drove the 
demon out of the boy, he “took him by the hand and lifted him to his 
feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples 
asked him privately, Why couldn 7 we drive it out? He replied, This 
kind can come out only by prayer .” So God allows that certain kinds 
of demons cannot be thrown out simply by a powerful command 
given in his name. It requires prayer, and that is exactly what Pope 
John Paul II understood to be needed on that occasion. He promised 
prayer and I think we may suppose that his prayers for that intention 
were in some way fruitful. We can also be sure that his prayer was 
filled with and issued from his great faith. Now this is the point to be 
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taken from our text today. The father of the boy said to Jesus, “If you 
can do anything, take pity on us and help us. ‘If you can’? said 
Jesus. Everything is possible for him who believes.'’’’ The faith that 
our Lord here expects of the father he also requires of the prayer 
which he later, and in private, teaches his disciples is necessary in 
this kind of case. 

So we are brought to think of the power of prayer, the prayer of 
faith. Consider the man whose life lacks prayer. What must be his 
practical understanding of the world of which he is a part? Generally 
speaking — and certainly in the modern secular age — his 
understanding must be that this world is all that there is. All that 
there is, is what he sees or is attainable by the senses in some 
fashion. If he has a penetrating mind he will see that in no way is he 
the master of his world but that the world is governed by its own 
laws, whatever they may ultimately be discovered to be. At most he 
can hope successfully to manage the laws of the universe according 
to his own ends but in the final analysis he himself is subject to them. 
After all, there is the law of death, and that is one law that cannot be 
surmounted. There are moral laws too which, if flouted, will bring 
natural consequences. So powerful have seemed the laws of the 
universe that many religions in human history have deified these 
natural forces and laws and made of them their imaginary gods and 
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goddesses. But the case is different with the man who accepts 
Revealed Religion. By the power of religious faith he has come to 
know that, transcending the visible world yet all the while immanent 
within it, there is the loving and infinite God. This world of laws 
that seem hard and inexorable is moment by moment dependent on 
its Creator. This Creator is personal, loving, good and holy. He can 
be appealed to. More still, he wants to help and protect. More still, 
he has — unbelievable news! — entered his world himself and 
became as men are, and humbler still, even to death on a cross. 
Where is he? There he is: he is Jesus, the Jesus of our Gospel passage 
today who showed by his action and especially by his teaching the 
power of prayer, the prayer of faith. “//' you can do anything, take 
pity on us and help us. ‘If you can’? said Jesus. Everything is 
possible for him who believes ,, (Mark 9:14-29). This is because 
faith, and as our Lord later tells his disciples in private, the prayer of 
faith, turns to the great God incarnate in Jesus Christ. In the prayer 
of faith we rely not on this world but on God. How great are the 
resources of the man of faith and prayer! 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s final words of our Gospel 
passage today. Let us constantly during life invoke the help of God 
almighty by our unceasing prayer, a prayer of faith in his goodness 
and power. It is the most natural thing in the world for man to pray 
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because the world all too often is a threat and in any case it cannot be 
simply dominated. God is not a threat if we recognize by our 
obedience that he is God. On the contrary he is our Father and 
Friend and he wants to help. Let us then believe in him and express 
and nourish this belief by constant prayer. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 

love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 4:1-10; Psalm 54; Mark 9:30-37 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not 
want anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his 
disciples. He said to them, The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 
into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will 
rise. But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to 
ask him about it. They came to Capernaum. When he was in the 
house, he asked them, What were you arguing about on the road? 
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who 
was the greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, If 
anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of 
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all. He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking 
him in his arms, he said to them, Whoever welcomes one of these 
little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
does not welcome me but the one who sent me. (Mark 9: 30-37) 

Understanding Let us place ourselves in the scene of the 
Gospel and contemplate the events that are recounted. Our Lord is 
passing through Galilee with the Twelve, and is doing so somewhat 
secretly. His public ministry had reached a critical point and he 
could see its climax looming before him. His Passion and Death 
were nigh. Our passage today is taken from chapter 9 of Mark. It is 
chapters 8 and 9 that bring to the forefront of our Lord’s ministry his 
predictions of his coming Passion. In Chapter 8, having elicited from 
his disciples — specifically from Simon Peter — their profession of 
faith in him as the Messiah, he began to teach them of his coming 
Passion. Their profession of faith and his teaching concerning his 
Passion and their following him along the path of the Cross (8:31-38) 
make of that chapter a central component of Mark’s Gospel. The 
Transfiguration follows in the next chapter, from which our Gospel 
today is drawn. There follows a dramatic healing, but then our Lord 
resumes the all-important work of forming the Twelve. They know 
he is the Messiah. They must now understand that his Passion is at 
the heart of his mission. “ The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 
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into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will 
rise ” (Mark 9: 30-37). Now, what is the reaction of this group, his 
disciples and closest friends, on whom so much depended? We read 
that “ they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask 
him about it.” He was putting it plainly before them, but so great 
were their expectations of something entirely different that they 
could not grasp it. They expected a mighty kingdom of this world, 
and it is a tribute to them that they had full faith in Jesus as their 
messianic King. They could see that Jesus was the fulfilment of the 
prophecies and the one who would bring about all that God had 
promised for man, going back to his promise to Abraham and to 
Adam. But their conceptions needed a radical enlightenment. Let us 
contemplate the patience of Christ and his forbearance, for it will 
helps us trust in his forbearance with us. 

We see even more of this forbearance in our passage. They 
reach Capernaum — perhaps slipping quietly into the town and into 
the house. Our Lord is aware of the drift of the conversation of his 
disciples during their journey and he asks them, “what were you 
arguing about along the road?” He must have been walking slightly 
ahead or apart from them, possibly in thought and prayer, and they 
had been arguing among themselves. Again, we notice the patience 
of Christ in the face of his disciples’ limitations. He had noticed it, 
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had allowed it to continue, and later now in the house he raises the 
matter explicitly. All embarrassed, they fall silent because they had 
been arguing about who was the greatest among them. They know it 
is childish and altogether contrary to the mind of their Master. So he 
proceeds to instruct them on humble service. “ Sitting down, Jesus 
called the Twelve and said, If anyone wants to be first, he must be the 
very last, and the servant of all. He took a little child and had him 
stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes 
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who 
sent me ” (Mark 9: 30-37). The disciple of Christ must aim at humble 
service. He must aim not to be the greatest but the least in the sense 
that he must be the servant of all. He must serve the least person, 
knowing that in that person he is serving Christ. St Paul writes that 
we are to let this mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus, and his mind 
was to serve not only by his life but above all by his death. The 
Passion and Death that he had been telling his disciples of was his 
supreme service of the least of his brothers. In his Passion and Death 
he took upon himself the sins of the world and made up for them all. 
This was the ideal our Lord instilled into his disciples, and he did so 
with patience, knowing that the Holy Spirit would come to give them 
the profound enlightenment they so obviously needed. 
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We too need the wisdom that comes from above. St Luke in 
describing Jesus during his years of growth at Nazareth narrates that 
he grew and was full of wisdom. This heavenly wisdom is what the 
disciples so evidently needed, and it is what we too so evidently 
need. Let us pray for the wisdom to appreciate our Lord’s true and 
distinctive mission. Let us pray for the grace to understand what it 
really is to follow him. It is humility and Christ-like service that God 
expects of us. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 

love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 4:13-17; Psalm 49:2-3, 6-11; Mark 9:38-40 

John said to Jesus, Teacher, we saw a man driving out demons 
in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us. 
Do not stop him, Jesus said. No-one who does a miracle in my name 
can in the next moment speak ill of me, for whoever is not against us 
is for us. (Mark 9:38-40) 

The unknown exorcist Our few verses from the Gospel of 
St Mark constitute a precious passage, for a couple of reasons. To 
begin with, it shows the power of the very name of Jesus at the time 
of his public ministry, pointing to its power in the future. The 
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Apostle John tells our Lord that “we” — himself and perhaps his 
brother James and even others — saw someone whom they did not 
know at all, calling on the name of Jesus and casting out demons. 
The stranger did this, then, with several demons. Perhaps that 
individual had seen this or that one among the Twelve casting out 
demons in the name of Jesus, as Jesus had instructed them to do. 
Further, in Luke 10: 17 we are informed that the seventy disciples 
that Jesus sent out returned to him exulting in their success in driving 
out demons. Our Lord’s evangelical activity was intense, and part of 
it was the fanning out of his Apostles and disciples to prepare the 
way ahead of him. They announced the coming of the kingdom, they 
asked that all repent, they healed the sick and they cast out demons. 
It was all a preparation for the arrival of our Lord himself, and a 
training for the Church’s future mission after Pentecost. Further, our 
incident today seems to have occurred well into our Lord’s public 
ministry. Galilee had been filled with talk of Jesus and his doings. 
His name was in the air everywhere. It is not at all surprising that 
someone was found doing what the Twelve and very many of 
Christ’s disciples were seen doing. He may have thought that there 
was nothing more to it than that he himself do what they were seen 
doing, and he, doubtlessly like numerous others, certainly believed in 
the power of Jesus of Nazareth. So, away now by himself and seeing 
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some poor unfortunates in the grip of the demonic, he proceeded to 
do for them what he had seen done for others. It was a further 
witness of the power of Christ’s name. It is not unlike the case of the 
woman suffering from her malady. Unknown to Christ, she grasped 
his garment in faith, and was healed. She was silently calling on his 
name for a miracle. Our unknown exorcist also called on Jesus’ 
name to cast the demons out. Apart from anything, the incident is a 
prelude to the later proclamation by Simon Peter before the 
Sanhedrin that the name of Jesus is the only name by which men may 
be saved. 

But there is another obvious feature of our scene today. The 
Gospels are clear that Christ did not found a mere “movement” of 
followers who admired his teaching and example and perhaps on 
their own initiative called on his name out of veneration for his 
person. He founded a visible body, the Church, which was to be the 
bearer and dispenser of his Kingdom. As we read in the Gospel of St 
Matthew, he gave to Simon, the Rock of his Church, the Keys to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. After his resurrection he would give the 
Twelve the charge to make disciples of all the nations — entry into 
the Kingdom would come with discipleship. Christ instituted a 
definite body, the Twelve and the disciples. They identified with 
him and he with them. They were his body and he was their head. 
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What, then, was to be said of the case brought before our Lord by the 
Apostle John? Here was someone acting in the name of Jesus, and 
not one of their number. He was outside their body. Humanly 
speaking, it seems that our Lord did not know him. There is no 
reason to think that our unknown exorcist ever met our Lord, though 
it is, I suppose quite likely that he had seen him, or at least that he 
had seen his disciples exorcising in his name. But our exorcist must 
have believed in the name of Jesus, and to that extent must have 
loved him and had faith in him. He acted in good faith, perhaps not 
altogether aware that there was a formal body of disciples and of the 
Twelve, formally carrying Christ’s authority to act in his name. He 
certainly would not have been speaking against our Lord, nor against 
the Twelve, nor against Simon the Rock, nor against his disciples, 
nor against the authority which they professed to have to act in his 
name. It all suggests good faith — and our Lord magnanimously 
said to his disciples: look on him kindly. Do not be harsh. Look on 
him as a brother, separated, but a brother nevertheless. He has a 
certain union with us, though we do not know him. Nor did our Lord 
say, do not talk with him, do not enlighten him about me. The case 
may have been altogether different had that person been opposing the 
Twelve, opposing Simon Peter, opposing the disciples commissioned 
by Christ to preach — as would have, doubtlessly, the Pharisees and 
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scribes. This unknown person did not mean to be an enemy of the 
Twelve. 

Let us take our stand with Jesus Christ and, recognizing him as 
the one and only name by which we can be saved — as the Saviour 
of the world, that is — let us do all we can to introduce his name to 
all. Let us do so in brotherly and charitable fashion, recognizing the 
complexity of life and the limited opportunities and background of 
many who are of good faith and good will. Let us put on the mind of 
Jesus Christ in everything, and never be a stumbling block 
preventing others, who do not have our opportunities and 
background, from coming closer to the Lord. 

-- 


- 1085 - 





Thursday of the seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 

love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 5: 1-6; Psalm 48; Mark 9:41-50 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you the truth, anyone who 
gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ 
will certainly not lose his reward. And if anyone causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be 
thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. If 
your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never 
goes out. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for 
you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into 
hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for 
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you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and be thrown into hell, where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire 
is not quenched. ’ Everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but 
if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with each other. (Mark 9:41-50) 

Sin I once was asked to examine a high school program that 
introduced to the students the Christian vision on love and human 
sexuality. It was a good program, and it showed very well that 
human sexuality is essentially oriented towards marital love, which 
has for its model the life of love that reigns in the Blessed Trinity. It 
brought out for young readers that sexual relations are reserved for 
marriage, and that a very good way of preparing for marriage is to 
develop wholesome friendships and the capacity for selfless love. 
But I was very intrigued to notice that in the whole of its treatment of 
this fundamental matter, there was scarcely any mention of the word 
“sin.” For example, at one point it was said that “if we pursue an 
inappropriate passion or relationship we will be making a bad 
decision. ” The “bad decision” — the context seemed to suggest — 
was a decision that would cause great disappointment and 
unhappiness. “Sin” was not at the forefront of its evil. Original sin 
came into the explanation of why a world capable of much beauty 
was scarred by war and hatred. Even here, I noticed, original sin was 
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confused somewhat with personal sin, without personal sin being 
explicitly treated. All up, the theological and philosophical argument 
that was lightly and simply developed over the course did not refer 
much to God’s commandments , nor to sin. I say this about what was 
a good program as far as it went, but this particular feature is 
symptomatic of the absence of reference to “sin” from general 
discourse. We do not refer to sin. Imagine yourself in a discussion 
with one of your neighbours in your street. I think it is most unlikely 
that the word “sin” would ever come into it. I am thinking of a 
typical Western and secular society such as Australia. Could you 
imagine the term “sin” coming into public discussion — say in a 
typical newspaper article or television program? Could you imagine 
a political leader referring to “sin”? It is the deepest, the most 
common, and the most serious matter in human life, and yet it is an 
embarrassment if referred to openly. It is a tribute to the power of 
Western secularism that it has quietly imposed this taboo on open 
discussion of such a matter. Sin is judged to be a purely subjective 
preoccupation — as is, for that matter, God himself. 

In our Gospel today (Mark 9:41-50), our Lord is clear that sin 
is the worst thing that can afflict us. It can take us to an eternity in 
Hell, and so we must be rid of it whatever be the cost. “If your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed 
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than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 
And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.” Of 
course, our Lord is speaking with typical Semitic hyperbole. When 
he urges us to cut off our hand if it leads us to sin, he means that we 
are to cut off from us anything that leads us into sin. Now, for the 
person who believes in God and who lives a religious life, and who, 
therefore recognizes the reality of sin, there is still the problem of its 
deeper recognition. We must work at seeing the extensive presence 
of sin in our lives. I am convinced that there are very many people 
who are fairly religious but who have real difficulty seeing much 
presence of sin in their lives. They think that, inasmuch as they lead 
“quiet” lives, therefore there is not much sin in them. There is a 
grave danger that such persons can go right through life with little 
sense of personal sin, and little acknowledgement of it before God. 
God wishes us to ask for his favours and his graces, and one of those 
favours for which we have very great need is the forgiveness of sins. 
Christ sent the Church forth to bring the forgiveness of sins to the 
nations, but this requires repentance and the seeking of pardon. If we 
have little sense of sin we shall have little spirit of repentance and 
little incentive to seek the pardon of God. In fact, we ought to seek 
God’s pardon every day because as Scripture says, the just man falls 
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seven times a day (Proverbs 24:16). In the Lord’s Prayer we are 
directed to ask for God’s pardon for our transgressions, and if we 
think we have transgressed his commands but seldom, we shall 
scarcely be led to ask for his pardon. The danger here is that we 
shall go before God’s judgment with many hidden sins, ourselves 
blind to them, and unconsciously proud of our rarely having sinned. 
Unbeknown to ourselves, we shall in that case be very like the 
Pharisee, and very unlike the Publican of our Lord’s parable. 

Let us pray for a deeper sense of the evil of sin, of where it 
leads us to, and of how much we have sinned. Let us be alive to the 
fact that a peculiarly modern peril is to think that there is no sin, or 
that if there is sin, it does not matter. Allied to this is the danger for 
the believer of thinking that while there is, of course, sin, he himself 
is not a great sinner because he can’t seem to think of many sins in 
his life. He needs the grace of the Holy Spirit to see himself as God 
sees him, with the stain of his sins upon him. Let us examine our 
consciences every day, and every day make a hearty act of sorrow for 
sin. Let the Catholic avail himself of the blessing of the Sacrament 
of Penance frequently and devoutly. Sin is our enemy. We must 
unmask it and destroy it with the grace of God. 

-- 
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Friday of the seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 

love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 5: 9-12; Psalm 102; Mark 10:1-12 

Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and 
across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was 
his custom, he taught them. Some Pharisees came and tested him by 
asking, Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife? What did Moses 
command you? he replied. They said, Moses permitted a man to 
write a certificate of divorce and send her away. It was because 
your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law, Jesus replied. 
But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female ’. 
'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. ’ So they are no 
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longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let 
man not separate. When they were in the house again, the disciples 
asked Jesus about this. He answered, Anyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another woman commits adultery against her. And if 
she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits 
adultery. (Mark 10:1-12) 

Christ and marriage Consider the literature of the world, 
its poetry, its drama, its stories. The beauty of nature is extolled, 
various human experiences and tragedies are narrated and 
dramatized, significant events are retold. But there is one thing 
which is most commonly sung, and that is human love. Love is the 
subject of sonnets, of plays, of novels, epics and stories of one kind 
or another. Boethius (Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius) was a 
Roman statesman and philosopher, often styled “the last of the 
Romans” and regarded by some Christian traditions as a martyr. A 
Christian, he was born at Rome in 480 and died at Pavia in 524 or 
525. Once a highly placed counsellor to Emperor Theodoric, 
Boethius was suddenly toppled from his position, accused of treason, 
and thrown into prison. While in prison before his execution he 
wrote his celebrated On the Consolation of Philosophy (524 A.D.). 
In it he sets forth Love — the love of the Creator God — as the 
governing force of the planets, the tides, the changes of seasons, the 
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treaties between nations, and the human bonds of fealty, marriage, 
and friendship. That was Boethius’s famous Consolation. In the 
best judgment of man, love is among the greatest of human 
experiences, and if truly unselfish it is one of the grandest things in 
creation. Its usual, though not only, best expression is a very good 
marriage, and when man and woman give themselves to each other 
in marriage, it is one of the most beautiful things in the world. At the 
same time, it is the occasion of untold sorrows. Marriages often 
break up. They vary in their structure among the peoples. In some 
societies polygamy is and has been the norm. Jacob Zuma, the third 
president of South Africa following Nelson Mandela, married five 
times, having three living spouses during his presidency. Taking a 
broad view of human history, it is manifest that marriage between 
man and woman is a fundamental human aspiration, a fulfilment of 
man’s longing for love, while having sorrows and great disorder 
strewn along its trail. Notoriously, it has very often ended in divorce 
and remarriage. 

All this brings us to our Gospel today (Mark 10:1-12). As 
ever, some of the Pharisee class pounded Christ with yet another test 
in religion. Can a man divorce his wife? By this was meant, of 
course, divorce allowing then for a remarriage. Perhaps they had 
heard reports of our Lord denying the permissibility of divorce in this 
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sense — which would have contradicted various schools of thought 
among the Jews at the time. It seems that decades before, some 
rabbis (the Hillelites) had invented a new form of divorce called the 
“any cause” divorce. It liberalized divorce much further, while other 
rabbis (the Shammaites) disagreed, holding fast to the Mosaic 
stipulations which allowed divorce to a point. If this was so, still it 
was admitted on all hands that divorce and remarriage was a 
possibility in certain circumstances. Divorce, then, was a contended 
issue, and Christ is being brought into the controversy with a view to 
ensnaring him. Our Lord was master of the moment, and replied to 
them with his question about Moses’ teaching — thus indicating that 
Moses was indeed a principal authority. But he then went on to 
show in consummate fashion that Moses had to be interpreted , and 
he, Jesus, was his interpreter. Specifically, Moses was to be 
understood in the light of the fundamental texts of Genesis which not 
only teach the indissolubility of marriage, but provide a theological 
foundation. Moses’s permission for divorce was only, our Lord told 
them, a practical compromise calculated to regulate the 
unwillingness of the people to conform to the Law of God. Fallen 
man did not follow the original divine decree, so Moses did his best 
with the people so as to ensure social stability. Christ was abrogating 
that allowance and restoring the original revelation. Man is made in 
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the image of God, and for that reason is both male and female. He is 
created within a communion of persons and the very structure of his 
nature orients him to communion, thus reflecting the divine 
communion within the Godhead. Specifically, he is oriented by 
nature towards the communion that is marriage. The marital bond is 
absolute by nature, in the image of God. Its definitive and 
indissoluble character is profoundly natural, by design of the Creator. 
This permanence of the bond of marriage reflects the life of God 
himself. What God has united, let no-one sunder. Christ cut through 
the prevailing controversy, and declared divorce and remarriage 
impermissible. 

Christ not only revealed the true nature of marriage, but raised 
it to be the sign and vehicle — the channel we might say — of the 
presence and grace of the triune God. It is a sacrament when sealed 
between baptised believers who, because of their baptism are in 
Christ. The marriage of baptized Christians not only reflects the 
communion which is at the heart of the Godhead, but it makes it 
present and is a home for it. The Sacrament of Matrimony makes of 
the love between husband and wife, by nature indissoluble, a Temple 
and a channel of the holy Trinity and of the divine love uniting the 
three divine Persons. Wondrous is the mission, then, of the married 
couple! Let them build their marriage assiduously, for a good 
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marriage is of immense benefit to the world. Let us do all we can to 
protect married life and preserve it from the ruinous distortions so 
common in Western secular societies. 

-- 
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Saturday of the seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 

love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : James 5:13-20; Psalm 141:1-3, 8; Mark 10:13-16 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I 
tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it. And he took the children in his 
arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. (Mark 10:13-16) 

God’s blessing The Gospel scene today draws our attention 
to some little children being brought to Jesus by their parents who 
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wanted him to lay his hands on them in blessing. They knew that the 
blessing of Jesus of Nazareth must confer grace and divine protection 
on their children. Further, our Lord himself wanted them brought to 
him so that he could do just that. One wonders what may have been 
the subsequent histories of those children thus blessed — to say that 
it would have made no difference to them is absurd, in view of who 
Jesus Christ was. But let us turn to a few others blessed by grace and 
observe its power in their lives. The Gospel of St Luke opens with 
the Angel Gabriel visiting Zechariah to announce to him the birth of 
his child, whom he would name John. The child would be filled with 
the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb. This occurred at the 
visit of Mary who bore in her womb the Messiah. As the adult Christ 
blessed the little children in our Gospel today, so the unborn Christ 
blessed the unborn John during the visitation of his mother Mary. As 
a result, John was filled with grace and the Holy Spirit. We read that 
the hand of the Lord was with him (Luke 1:66) — reminding us of 
the hand of the Lord on the little children of our Gospel today. John 
grew and became strong in spirit, and prepared himself in the desert 
till his manifestation to Israel (1:80). He became a great prophet, and 
Christ declared that no-one bom of women was greater than he. John 
the Baptist is a striking example of where grace can take a child who 
is blessed by God. There were other children of grace, as we might 
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call them. In the Gospel of St John, after the Prologue, the scene 
opens with John the Baptist in full prophetic ministry denying that he 
is Elias or the Prophet or the Christ. He is a mere voice proclaiming 
the coming of the Messiah. He points Jesus out to two of his 
disciples who then follow our Lord. Consider these two — consider 
at least one of them, John the beloved disciple. It is accepted that he 
was a very young man at the time of his encounter with Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps he was at the end of his teens, and he would live to a great 
age, perhaps near the end of the first century. Imagine his childhood, 
his youth, his very early manhood. He had been a child of grace. 

John the Baptist shows what a child who bears the blessing of 
God can become. John the Evangelist followed our Lord ardently, 
and was known as the disciple Jesus loved. He became one of the 
three pillars of the infant Church, according to the testimony of St 
Paul, and wrote a wonderful Gospel expounding the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. Let us think of others. When Philip brought Nathanael to 
Jesus, Jesus said of him, there is a true Israelite, in whom there is no 
guile. Nathanael would have been a young man — one imagines his 
childhood and youth to have been lived in a manner faithful to 
conscience and to grace. All of the Twelve responded to Jesus Christ 
by becoming his disciples, and were chosen by him to be Apostles. 
St Paul tells us that before the world began, God chose us in Christ to 
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be holy and full of love in his sight. Each of the Twelve had been 
blessed from childhood with the grace of their future call, and they 
had grown in such a way as to be ready to respond to the call when it 
came. As we think of those children of our Gospel today being 
blessed by our Lord, let us think of each of the Twelve as the 
children they once had been. They responded to grace and the hand 
of the Lord was with them. This applied, assuredly, to Judas Iscariot, 
the son of Simon. He too was once a child — a child of grace in 
view of his future calling. He had parents who may or may not have 
been living at the time of his call by Christ. Undoubtedly he had 
grown as a good child and youth — perhaps an excellent one. He 
may have had brothers and sisters, and of course relatives and 
friends. In the plan of God, he was destined to receive a remarkable 
call. It was the call to be one of the first Christian saints, one of the 
Twelve, a foundation stone of Christ’s Church, a bearer of the 
Kingdom. Just as Christ had laid his hands in blessing on the little 
children of today’s Gospel, so God had blessed Judas from his 
childhood — and he had grown in grace, sufficient to be ready for 
the call when it came. We read that Christ came down from the 
mountain after a night in prayer to God. He called his disciples to 
him and selected the Twelve. One of them was Judas. Another one 
remained among the disciples — his name was Mathaias. He would, 
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after the Ascension, be elected to replace Judas as one of the Twelve 
(Acts 1: 21-23). 

How badly Judas turned out! In the very company of Jesus 
Christ he fell completely from grace, that grace he had been granted 
doubtlessly from childhood, that grace that accompanied him through 
his youth and early manhood, that grace that was his at the outset of 
his vocation as an Apostle. The blessing of God had been upon him, 
as was the blessing of Christ upon the little children of today’s 
Gospel. He began well, but came to choose badly. He turned away 
from Jesus Christ and ended his miserable life in a despairing death. 
Tragically, he did not repent and return to Christ’s favour. Let us 
never imagine that God’s gifts and call ensure a happy end. We are, 
in St Paul’s sense, predestined for glory but we must work out our 
salvation in, to use St Paul’s words, “fear and trembling ” 
(Philippians 2:12). We must work at co-operating with the grace of 
God. Let us trust in God, obeying his calls, repenting of sin, and 
always starting again. 
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Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 2:16-17, 21-22; Psalm 103: 1-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 
2 Corinthians 3:1-6; Mark 2: 18-22. 

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some 
people came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s disciples and 
the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not? ” Jesus 
answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is 
with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. But the 
time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on 
that day they will fast. “No one sews a patch of unshrunken cloth on 
an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the 
old, making the tear worse. And no one pours new wine into old 
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wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine 
and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new 
wineskins (Mark 2: 18-22) 

The one God For nearly a thousand years in the ancient 
world — what we normally call ancient history — there was a 
geographical locality which stood for the worship of one God. 
Polytheism, the worship of many limited gods, was the norm in the 
religions of man, but on the hills of Jerusalem there was a Temple 
that spoke of one God alone. Consider its history a little. For its 
beginnings we are dependent on the Books of Samuel, 1 Kings, and 1 
Chronicles — in particular, 1 and 2 Samuel. Independent 
archaeological evidence is extremely sparse and conjectural. After 
David captured the hill fortress of Jerusalem, the Ark of the 
Covenant was installed in a sanctuary on Mount Moriah. David’s 
son Solomon constructed the First Temple, completed in about 
957BC. It had three rooms: a porch, the main room of worship, and 
the Holy of Holies where the Ark was kept. A storehouse 
surrounded three sides of the Temple. For nearly four centuries this 
Temple testified to the one God of Israel in a polytheistic world. It 
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in 586BC, and the 
Temple treasures, including the Ark, were lost. The Second Temple 
was completed in 515BC. It was a rebuilding of the previous 
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Temple, but on a more modest scale and it lasted nearly 500 years. 
Herod the Great rebuilt this Temple on a grand scale. It took 46 
years to build, and was completed in 26AD — perhaps just before 
our Lord began his public ministry. It was used not only for worship, 
but as a repository for the Scriptures and a meeting place for the 
Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish law court. So extraordinary was this 
building of Herod’s that it was regarded as virtually a wonder of the 
world. It made the religion of the Hebrews famous. No other gods 
were worshipped in this magnificent building and for peoples and 
visitors accustomed to a pantheon of numerous gods it must have 
been a cause of wonder. An inscription from the Jerusalem Temple 
has been found excluding Gentiles under pain of death. I mention 
these details for one purpose, to illustrate the witness which for a 
millennium was given by the Temple of Jerusalem to the one and 
only God. This witness by the Temple lasted from David till the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 70 AD. This one God had given 
to his people ten great commandments, and the first of them was that 
they were to worship him alone. I am the Lord your God. You shall 
not have other gods before me. Indeed, he had said through the 
prophets, I am your Bridegroom. 

Jesus Christ reaffirmed this with the utmost emphasis. His 
heavenly Father is this one God, and he, his divine Son is now the 
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Bridegroom — as we heard in today’s Gospel (Mark 2: 18-22). Both 
Father and Son are united in the Holy Spirit. We, Christ’s disciples, 
must guard and activate our love for God, by striving to love him 
with all our strength. This means treasuring and nourishing our faith, 
our hope and our love for him. In respect to our faith in the one God 
who is three divine Persons, we must reject everything opposed to 
this faith, such as deliberate doubt, unbelief, heresy, apostasy and 
schism. Perhaps in our day we must especially be on guard against 
entertaining doubts about our Faith, and in particular doubts about 
the Church which is the divinely-appointed teacher of our Faith. He 
who hears you, hears me, our Lord told his disciples. We can expose 
ourselves to doubt by needlessly watching programmes on television 
that sow seeds of cynicism, scepticism and suspicion towards the 
pastors of the Church and the Church as a divine institution. We can 
fall in with acquaintances who unhesitatingly talk in this vein, or 
read feature articles which promote cynicism and doubt in respect to 
the Faith. I have seen various programmes on television which, 
while speaking with respect of Jesus Christ, speak of him as much 
less than the divine person he is. If we allow such doubts to 
penetrate and lodge in our imagination, they can do a very dirty work 
there, subtly, quietly, gradually. We must protect the gift of faith 
that we have been given at our baptism. With this gift we entrust 
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ourselves to the one and only God, fully accepting his word and his 
teaching. We must also avoid anything which can undermine the gift 
of hope, a supernatural virtue given to us at our baptism. By this gift 
we trustingly await the blessed vision of God and his help, while 
avoiding despair and presumption. We must especially beware lest 
we quietly give up hope of attaining sanctity, which is the will of 
God for us. This is the will of God, your sanctification, St Paul 
writes. Our hope in God must be exercised every day, and we must 
renew our conviction that he can sanctify us and those around us for 
whom we have been given a responsibility. It is a terrible thing to 
give up hope in God, and settle into spiritual mediocrity. On the 
other hand we must not presume on God’s benevolence, virtually 
abandoning belief in his justice and in his judgment. That too is a 
failure in hope. 

Above all, we must treasure the gift we have received of 
Charity. It is a supernatural gift, granted at our baptism. It must be 
nourished. Charity loves God above all things and therefore 
repudiates indifference, ingratitude, lukewarmness, sloth or spiritual 
indolence, and that hatred of God which is bom of pride. It is love 
that we must especially concentrate on. Our aim in life must be to 
love God, and to love him with our whole being. This is a lifelong 
struggle, a lifelong work. There is no easy way to it, and it is 
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imperative that we prosecute the work. Let us do all we can to make 
our lives a shining witness to the truth of the one and only God, the 
truth that the Lord is our God, and that no other gods of any 
description must take his place in our lives. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2084- 
2094 (Worship and serve God alone) 

-- 
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Monday of the eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):19-20 The Lord became my 

protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, 0 Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 1: 3-9; Ps 111: 1-2, 5-6, 9-10; Mk 10: 17-27. 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on 
his knees before him. “Good teacher, ” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. 
“No one is good — except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honour your father 
and mother. “Teacher, ” he declared, “all these I have kept since I 
was a boy. ” Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you 
lack, ” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me. ” At 
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this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great 
wealth. Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it 
is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples were 
amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is 
to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. ” 
The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “ Who 
then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this 
is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God. ” 
(Mark 10: 17-27) 

One is good Among the three Synoptic Gospels, there are 
certain variations in the account of the rich man’s conversation with 
our Lord. Our passage today is from the Gospel of St Mark (10: 17- 
27), and our Lord is on his way from Galilee to Jerusalem. He has 
entered the territory of Judea, is “ beyond the Jordan ,” and will soon 
reach Bethphage and Bethany near Jerusalem (Mark 11:1). The 
geography of the event is similar in Matthew (19:1). Jesus has 
departed from Galilee, has arrived at the borders of Judea beyond the 
Jordan, and is on his way to Jerusalem (21:1). With Luke, our Lord 
has come from Galilee through Samaria (17:11). He is on his way to 
Jerusalem, and has not yet reached Jericho (19:1). So each of the 
three Gospels in which this incident is reported place it in Judea, 
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during our Lord’s journey to Jerusalem where he will be crucified. 
Our Lord’s words are all part of his expectation of generosity in the 
following of him. In Matthew’s account it is a “young man” (19:20), 
whereas in Mark it is simply “one” — a man — who comes to him. 
In Luke it is a “certain ruler” (18:18). There is a difference in the 
question asked of Jesus by the man who approached him. In Luke 
(18:18) the “ruler” asked our Lord, “Good Teacher ( didaskale 
agathe ), by doing what (thing) may I inherit eternal life ?” It is the 
same in Mark (with a slight difference in the Greek wording): “ Good 
Teacher (didaskale agathe), what ought I do that I may inherit life 
eternal?” (10:17). In both, Christ is the “Good Teacher.” But in 
Matthew, the “young man” addresses our Lord simply as “Teacher,” 
and asks “ what good thing may I do that I may have life eternal?” So 
in Matthew it is the work to be done in order to gain eternal life that 
is called “good,” not Jesus. Accordingly, in Matthew our Lord’s 
answer is not quite the same as in Mark and Luke. Our Lord replies, 
“Why do you ask me about the good? One is the good.” Whereas in 
response to the question in Mark, our Lord says: “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good but one, God.” Luke is the same as Mark: 
“ Why do you call me good? No one is good except one, God.” Mark 
and Luke are nearest one another textually, with Matthew showing 
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various differences from the other two. However, all three report our 
Lord pointing to God as the one who is good. 

Perhaps Matthew expressed our Lord’s reply to the young man 
differently in order to pre-empt a possible clouding of Christ’s 
divinity in his narrative for Jewish readers. That is speculation. 
However, each of the three Evangelists took care to note the second 
part of that first sentence of our Lord’s reply: ‘Wo one is good but 
God." Our Lord immediately refers to the goodness of God his 
Father. We are surely thereby reminded of what resonated in the 
depths of our Lord’s heart and soul: the utter, the infinite, the 
inexhaustible goodness of his heavenly Father. God is the Origin, 
and the Origin is all-good. At the centre of all, at the basis of all, at 
the origin of all, above and beyond and enveloping all, is the One 
who is good. Jesus Christ who had come from the bosom of the 
Father (John 1:18) has made him known, and he has told us that God 
our Father is all-good. Now, this needs to be appreciated, and not 
taken for granted. The fact is that in the religions of mankind — say, 
of classical Greece and Rome — the deity or the deities were not 
necessarily good. In fact, in terms of goodness, they were not a lot 
different from man. If one had to describe the heavens of pagan 
religions, which is to say the abode of the gods and goddesses, it was 
a sinful place — not the underworld, assuredly, but not very 
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admirable nevertheless. In fact, a case could be made for asserting 
that not one of the gods was truly good. None of them were holy. 
The business of religion was to keep on the good side of the gods, 
not to incur their irritation, and to gain their favour in their respective 
spheres of influence. If a war was looming, one had better get to 
work with sacrifices to the gods of war. This had nothing to do with 
the goodness of the gods in question. It had only to do with their 
sphere of power. Into this confused and sad religious scenario, there 
had been a wondrous revelation — that accorded to Abraham, the 
patriarchs, Moses and the Prophets. Their God was the Holy One. 
Not only was he the one and only God, but he alone was truly and 
absolutely holy. He would not bear sin. Be holy, for I am holy, he 
had said. It is the goodness of God that fills the mind and heart of 
Jesus Christ. No one is good but God alone. Jesus is the fullness of 
the godhead bodily, God become man, and he has come to reveal and 
give us a share in the life of God, which is to say, his goodness. 

So it is that our Lord looks on the man who had observed 
God’s commandments since his youth, and loved him (Mark 10:21). 
He was a good man. So it is that our Lord immediately opened up 
before him the magnificent prospect of seeking the heights of 
goodness. It consists in following him. “One thing you lack: ... 
come, follow me .” Sadly, the man failed. Each human being hears in 
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his conscience the call to goodness. On this basis, Christ says to 
each person, one thing you still lack. Put aside all, and come, follow 
me. The following of Jesus Christ is the path to holiness, and it is the 
path for us all. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the eighth week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):19-20 The Lord became my 

protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, 0 Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 1: 10-16; Psalm 98: 1-4; Mark 10: 28-31. 

Peter said to Jesus, “We have left everything to follow you!” “I 
tell you the truth, ” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me 
and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this 
present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields — 
and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first. ” (Mark 10:28- 
31) 
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Love for Christ There have been figures in history who 
have inspired tremendous devotion, and a willingness to follow 
through thick and thin to the bitter end. It is one of the qualities of a 
great leader that he is able to do this. It is said that towards the end 
of the contest between Wellington and Bonaparte, Wellington 
inspired a great loyalty in his troops. His military record was able to 
do this. But so did, of course, Bonaparte, and it is a mute point 
whether Bonaparte would have lost the battle of Waterloo had not the 
Prussians arrived in the nick of time. Had not Blucher got there 
when he did, Wellington’s reputation may have been shattered. 
Subsequently he referred to the battle as “the nearest-run thing you 
ever saw in your life,” and spoke of Napoleon with respect. 
Alexander the Great had this quality of inspiring loyalty, but his 
troops reached the end of their tether when they reached the river 
Hydaspes in India. Alexander had to turn back for Persia — his men 
would go no further. Whatever of these famous men, if we are to 
consider the history of loyalty and devotion, it is surely the case that 
no one has inspired such heights of personal devotion, age after age, 
as has Jesus Christ. It is said that Bonaparte, approaching his solitary 
end on the island of St Helena in 1821, acknowledged just this. Our 
Lord was not just a teacher of a way of life, a high way of life that 
leads to union with God and excellent morality. His own person is 
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the object of his message. The one setting out on the Christian life 
must make it his business not merely to follow the law of Christian 
morality. He must endeavour to contemplate the person of Jesus, to 
enter into a living relationship with him, to know and love him 
personally, and to make this love the inspiration of his whole life. 
Essential in the Christian religion is devotion and loyalty to the 
person of Jesus Christ, and if we wish to understand what this should 
mean for all, we ought to look to the canonized saints. The saint 
exemplifies the Christian religion, and this is more than being a 
totally moral person after the manner of Jesus Christ. The saint is 
distinguished by his love and loyalty to the person of Jesus. This 
love is manifested in obedience to Christ’s command to do the will 
of God in all its detail — nevertheless, at the heart of this life of 
obedience is devotion to the person of Jesus. 

It is generally acknowledged that the best modern book on 
Jesus of Nazareth is that written by Pope Benedict XVI, published in 
its three volumes between 2007 and 2012. One of the many 
interesting sections of the first volume is Benedict’s reference to the 
writings of the Jewish scholar, Rabbi Jacob Neusner. In particular, 
the Pope takes up a scene in Neusner’s book, A Rabbi talks with 
Jesus. Having spent the whole day following Jesus, the Rabbi 
discusses Jesus with the Rabbi of a certain town. What did Jesus 
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add to the commandments, which is to say, to the business of being 
holy as God is holy? Above all, the Rabbi replied, Jesus adds himself. 
Perfection now consists above all in following Jesus. It is in this that 
there is a marked difference from the faith of Israel (Ch.4, p.103). 
Jesus’ claim to authority is the issue. Jesus himself is the Torah, the 
word of God in person. All of this brings us to our Gospel today, in 
which our Lord plainly promises the highest rewards for those who 
accord unqualified devotion to his own person: “7 tell you the truth, 
no-one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields — and with them, persecutions) and in 
the age to come, eternal life ” (Mark 10:28-31). This is a new thing 
in the religion of Israel, or so it would seem to many — and for this 
reason Neusner the Jew respectfully refuses the claims of Jesus 
Christ. No prophet had dared make anything like such a claim. All 
such devotion was due to God alone, and only God could request it. 
But this is exactly what Christ was expecting of his disciples. He 
expected it, and promised its due reward, the reward that comes from 
loving God with one’s whole heart and soul. Mahomet would never 
have dared such a thing, for he knew he was a mere man — though 
he understood himself to be the greatest of the prophets. Nor would 
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any other figure of substance in history. In this sense there is no 
religion like the Christian religion because it is much more than 
worship of and obedience to God or the gods. It is love for, worship 
of and obedience to an historical man, Jesus Christ, risen from the 
dead. He is our God — literally our God — and our Brother and 
Saviour as well. 

Ah! Jesus! Jesus! In him do our hearts find their appointed rest. 
From before the world began, as St Paul writes, God chose us in 
Jesus Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. We were made to 
belong to Jesus because Jesus is God incarnate. He is no mere 
historical figure of the past. Mahomet is long dead and his tomb, 
where his remains lie, is venerated. Not so Jesus Christ — his tomb 
is indeed venerated, but all know that there are no remains. He rose 
from the dead, and is present in all his human and divine reality in 
the Church, and in particular in the Eucharist. There he is loved and 
there he draws to himself undying devotion. In this devotion lies our 
salvation. 
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Wednesday of the eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 

protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 1: 18-25; Psalm 147; Mark 10: 32-45 

The disciples were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus 
leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who 
followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told them 
what was going to happen to him. We are going up to Jerusalem, he 
said, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand 
him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog 
him and kill him. Three days later he will rise. Then James and 
John, the sons ofZebedee, came to him. Teacher, they said, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask. What do you want me to do for 
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you? he asked. They replied, Let one of us sit at your right and the 
other at your left in your glory. You don 7 know what you are asking, 
Jesus said. Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptised with the 
baptism I am baptised with ? We can, they answered. Jesus said to 
them, You will drink the cup / drink and be baptised with the baptism 
/ am baptised with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared. 
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James 
and John. Jesus called them together and said, You know that those 
who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:32-45) 

Courage There are many examples of heroic courage in 
history — some for worthy causes, others not. In his “Second 
Oration concerning the Fortune or Virtue of Alexander the Great,” 
found in his The Morals , Vol. 1, Plutarch describes one extraordinary 
act of courage by Alexander the Great, not at all untypical of him. 
Alexander is leading his exhausted army through India, on the verge 
of mutiny. He directs them to storm the walls of yet another 
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Oxydracian tribal stronghold, and they refuse. Alexander is furious 
and climbs up a ladder himself to shame his men into action, cutting 
down the defenders on the wall. There he stands, the enemies’ 
arrows whistling about him. His men shout up at him to come back 
down. He looks at them for a moment and then jumps down alone, 
into the enemy stronghold itself, where he is attacked from all sides. 
His extraordinary act inspires and drives his troops to attack from 
outside and come to his aid. He emerges covered with serious 
wounds, but the victor. In his writings, Karl Von Clausewitz 
provides historians with judging criteria for matters of war, and he 
gives several criteria for genius. Courage is his first requirement 
(On War, 1989, 101-102). In his first Italian campaign, 1796-97, 
Napoleon Bonaparte showed tremendous physical courage against 
the Austrians at Lodi, prevailing and then pursuing them till they 
sued for peace. Again, one of his most famous later generals was 
Marshal Michel Ney, finally executed at the end of 1815 for siding 
with Napoleon at his unlawful return. Ney’s chief characteristic was 
his extraordinary, undaunted physical courage — right to the 
moment of his own execution. There are numerous examples in 
history of human courage in the face of difficulty and mishap to gain 
this or that prize. But consider the prospect not merely of being in 
the thick of fire and sword in battle, but of bearing and atoning for 
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the sins of the whole world. What unseen fire and brimstone pouring 
down, must this have involved! The scale of such an affliction is 
impossible to imagine. The sins of but one person, sins venial and 
mortal — of thought, word and deed — are incalculable. If this is so, 
then how beyond all imagining must be the guilt of the whole world 
before God and man. How appalling must be the prospect facing the 
One whose mission is to be burdened with it and to atone for it all! 

There was a Man in history whose mission was to be struck 
with the full force of the sin of the world, to bear it on his shoulders, 
and by his obedient endurance to make up for it all. He was utterly 
sinless, and he embraced his task freely, indeed lovingly. It was the 
greatest task conceivable, and involved the most terrible of 
sufferings. It was occasioned by his witness to the truth about 
himself. Whatever examples of courage might occur to us from the 
annals of history, the mere thought of the dimensions of the world’s 
sin ought to indicate to us that the greatest courage was that 
possessed by Jesus Christ. He undertook to redeem the world from 
its sin by atoning for it all himself. How daunting a prospect! In our 
Gospel today we read that “The disciples were on their way up to 
Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were 
astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the 
Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him. We 
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are going up to Jerusalem, he said, and the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will 
condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who 
will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days 
later he will rise ” (Mark 10:32-45). We must not think of Jesus 
Christ as just bravely facing what he divined would be his death as a 
result of his confrontation with the leaders of the Jews. He was 
facing the full force, unseen to human eyes, of the sin of the world. 
He was about to place himself at the head of the human race of every 
time and place, and with arms wide open, accept in his own person 
the consequences of mankind’s sin. It would be a holocaust the like 
of which has never been seen — but virtually unseen nevertheless. 
All man would see would be a horrible crucifixion — but what was 
seen was the mere tip of the iceberg of suffering. Christ would bear 
it all, and allow it to work itself out till it was spent in his own 
obedient death. Thus would he atone for the sin of the world , and 
make up for it all. In him, each man and woman would be freed 
from its thraldom. The one task left after his work was to bring each 
man and woman into union with him by faith and baptism. 

Let us marvel at the sheer courage of Jesus Christ, so calm, so 
steadfast, so silent, so enduring. He is the hero of all time. The trial 
ahead of him was of a proportion beyond compare. In the Garden 


- 1123 - 



this strongest and holiest of men sweated blood at the thought of it, 
while his closest disciples slumbered. He never faltered, never 
flinched, and the outcome was never in doubt. He passed through all 
grades of suffering and reached its depth and its height, but he 
remained undaunted. Magnificent Man! Splendid Man! Courage 
beyond compare! Never has the like been seen, nor will it ever be 
seen. He is our model, our friend as we strive by the aid of grace to 
follow in his footsteps. 
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Thursday of the eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):19-20 The Lord became my 

protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, 0 Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 2: 2-5. 9-12; Psalm 99; Mark 10: 46-52 

Then Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As they were 
leaving the city, together with a large crowd, a blind man, 
Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside 
begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! Many rebuked him 
and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, Son of David, 
have mercy on me! Jesus stopped and said, Call him. So they called 
to the blind man, Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you. 
Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 
What do you want me to do for you? Jesus asked him. The blind man 
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said, Rabbi, 1 want to see. Go, said Jesus, your faith has healed you. 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
(Mark 10: 46-52) 

Requests Consider our scene. Our Lord is drawing out of 
Jericho, on his way to Jerusalem and “a large crowd ” is 
accompanying him. We can imagine the noise, the conversation, and 
the continual stream of persons making personal contact with Jesus 
as the assembly proceeds. A voice is heard above the hubbub, at first 
scarcely noticed. It is repeated, once, twice, three times, and again. 
It is a shout and is different from the noise of the conversing crowd. 
It is strident, and it is calling out a specific name — it calls for Jesus, 
the Son of David. Our Lord himself stops — he has perhaps been 
conversing with a woman of the crowd as he walks along, giving her 
his full attention amid many others around him. Perhaps she has 
been telling him of her sorrow. Her conversation with Jesus finishes, 
and she slips back while another presses to speak with him. But 
Jesus gently stops to listen, and hears the insistent voice calling for 
him. Those around him draw to a halt too, and hear the voice — and 
Christ asks that the man, wherever he is, be brought to him. We 
know the sequel. Jesus has heard a plea above the crowd from 
someone unable to reach him, and he has granted the request. It is all 
in character. Jesus is all-powerful, all-merciful, compassionate and 
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loving. The blind man knew this for he had been told about Jesus of 
Nazareth, and he was absolutely confident that if he could but make 
contact, he would have his sight again. Let us ask ourselves this. 
Might there not have been some other blind man in Jericho at that 
very time, on that very day, who missed out on a meeting with Jesus 
Christ — and so remained in his blindness? Had Jesus not passed by 
at that very location when Bar Timaeus was there, Bar Timaeus may 
have been blind for the rest of his life. Why did not Christ seek out 
all the others in Jericho who were blind, or sick, or in need? The 
simple fact is that we do not know. We do not know why God does 
not fix up all the evil that there is in the world, nor why he does not 
take the initiative in answering every petition according to the form 
in which it is lodged. If Jesus is around, why does he not do 
something about these problems? If he has the power, what is 
holding him up? He answers petitions such as that of the blind man 
once, twice, three times — so, why not every time? 

On another occasion a certain man, Lazarus, was seriously 
sick. He was, humanly speaking, a special friend of our Lord’s, 
together with his two sisters, Martha and Mary: “Jesus loved Martha , 
and her sister, and Lazarus ” (John 11: 5). An urgent message came 
from the two sisters to our Lord telling him that “he whom you love 
is sick” (11:3). It was a request that he come immediately. On an 
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earlier occasion, Mary the mother of Jesus approached her son to tell 
him that they had no more wine at the wedding feast. That was all 
she said, and though it precipitated his timetable for commencing, he 
acted and miraculously endowed the wedding feast with a large 
quantity of magnificent wine. This time with Lazarus, he did not act. 
Initially he did nothing. He sent back no message to the sisters, that 
he was on his way, or that Lazarus would be well. On other 
occasions he cured from a distance, or immediately accompanied the 
petitioner to the scene of need. Lazarus continued to fail, to the grief 
of his two sisters. Presumably they were in the full flower of life, 
maybe in their twenties, perhaps in their thirties. Lazarus passed 
away — and there was no sign from our Lord, no message, nothing. 
To the anguish of the sisters, Lazarus succumbed and passed out of 
this life. One can imagine their sorrow as they looked upon the 
body, and as the funeral ceremonies were arranged, performed, and 
completed. There he lay in the tomb. Sadness seared their hearts — 
and Jesus had not come. Why? We happen to know, but they did not 
at the time. The silence of Jesus was inexplicable. Then, four days 
after the event, Jesus arrived on the scene: Lord, if you had been 
here , Martha said to him, my brother would not have died. Mary, 
arriving soon after, said exactly the same. Why did he not do 
something about it? He knew. They had asked him to come. But 
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there had been silence. The reason was, he had explained to his 
disciples, that “this sickness is for the glory of God” (John 11: 4). 
But the sisters did not know that, and they went through a lot of 
anguish as a result. We do not know why our Lord acted as he did, 
allowing a lot of pain to flow through the hearts of those he loved. 
But he knew what was the best answer to a petition. 

On an altogether different occasion, a cured demoniac from the 
Decapolis pleaded to be allowed to follow his divine Benefactor, but 
Jesus refused. His request was not granted. He was given a different 
order instead. Why? Why did not our Lord grant the request this 
grateful person made of him? We do not know — but Christ knows. 
He wants us to ask him for his help in all our needs. Let us then 
continue insistently to ask his help, and never lose heart. What God 
disposes will be for his glory. Let us entrust ourselves to his holy 
will, knowing that in all things we are in very good hands. 

-- 
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Friday of the eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):19-20 The Lord became my 

protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, 0 Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter4: 7-13; Psalm95; Mark 11: 11-26 

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked 
around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to 
Bethany with the Twelve. The next day as they were leaving 
Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig-tree in leaf, 
he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found 
nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. Then he 
said to the tree, May no-one ever eat fruit from you again. And his 
disciples heard him say it. On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the 
temple area and began driving out those who were buying and 
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-changers and 
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the benches of those selling doves, and would not allow anyone to 
carry merchandise through the temple courts. And as he taught 
them, he said, Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations ’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers The 
chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began 
looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole 
crowd was amazed at his teaching. When evening came, they went 
out of the city. In the morning, as they went along, they saw the 
fig-tree withered from the roots. Peter remembered and said to 
Jesus, Rabbi, look! The fig-tree you cursed has withered! Have faith 
in God, Jesus answered. 1 tell you the truth, if anyone says to this 
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea, ’ and does not doubt in 
his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done 
for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be yours. And when you stand 
praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that 
your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. (Mark 11: 11-26) 

Christ the hero Thomas Carlyle, who in his writings was 
especially interested in heroes, summed up the basic causes of the 
French revolution: “Hunger and oppression lying heavy on 
twenty-five million hearts: this... was the prime mover in the French 
Revolution; as the like will be in cdl revolutions, in all countries.’’' In 
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Carlyle’s vision, history turns primarily on the hero, but the masses 
matter. Marx and Engels regarded the common people as the 
creators of history. Lenin wrote that “ Politics begins where the 
masses are; not where there are thousands, but where there are 
millions, that is where politics begins .” While the politics may have 
begun with the millions, the problem was that once Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks gained power, the masses did not matter. It was the same 
with the Lrench Revolution. Soon the masses were terrorized by the 
few, then there was the dictatorship of one man, Bonaparte. All that 
aside, the point here is that in human history there is the mass and 
there is the leader or hero. Saints are found in both, and history is 
shaped by both. On one occasion Bishop Ulathorne expressed 
frustration with the laity to Blessed John Henry Newman. 
Newman’s reply was that the Church would look foolish without 
them. Now, the leader and hero is dubbed as such largely because 
the work he does and the courage he displays is seen by the many. 
He exercises government, or leads armies, or otherwise wields 
power, publicly. He uses his visible position for the prosecution of 
notable and worthy goals. But there are also persons completely out 
of sight who are engaged in more important work, involving greater 
suffering, greater courage, and greater prudence. The unknown 
person may be a greater hero, and in a hidden sense, a much greater 
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leader than the public hero. This is most especially the case in the 
realm of sanctity. Whatever be a person’s position before men, the 
work of personal sanctification involves heroic virtue. I say all this 
by way of introduction to the greatest leader, the most signal hero of 
all time, Jesus of Nazareth. He did not lead armies. He did not 
occupy government. He did not halt invading hordes. There are 
many who think of him simply as a wandering preacher who lost his 
life because of the envy and machinations of the religious authorities 
of his locality. Hero? Great leader? How was he this? 

Of course, there are flashes and notices of the heroic quality of 
his leadership in the Gospel accounts of his public ministry. Our 
Gospel passage of today (Mark 11: 11-26) is one such. He has come 
to Jerusalem, acclaimed as a prophet of God. He enters the Temple 
and reviews the scene, sees the general irreverence, leaves for the 
night, and then returns the next day. His work of physical cleansing 
begins and a scene of great drama ensues, leaving the Temple in 
silence, free of the hubbub of business. We are given a glimpse of 
his greatness as a heroic leader by the attitude of the people and the 
fear of the religious authorities. “The chief priests and the teachers 
of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they 
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching .” 
From the very beginning of his public ministry Christ displayed 
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instant leadership and heroic courage. His work was incessant, 
praying by night, labouring by day. He did not flinch before the 
hostility of the religious leadership. In any confrontation they dared 
to initiate, they were put to confusion. His holiness was manifest to 
the people, as was his authority to teach. But if we are to appreciate 
his heroism and his quality as leader, we must think of his specific 
mission which was above all to take away the sin of the world. I am 
not sure that such a goal had ever been conceived in the annals of 
recorded history. I am not aware of any individual having such a 
professed aim. There have been many prophets, genuine or 
supposed. But where has there been a supposed liberator of the 
world’s sin — not just of this or that evil, but of the sin of the whole 
world ? It is an original mission, original in conception and unique 
among human projects. Consider the vastness of such a presumed 
undertaking. It dwarfs military or political conquests. What is 
Alexander’s conquest of Persia and the lands east of Persia, or 
Caesar’s conquest of Pompey and Gaul, compared to the conquest of 
the sin of the world? Were we able to see with our eyes the struggle 
with the world’s sin and its victory, how it would outshine any other 
recorded struggle and victory! This was the undertaking which Jesus 
Christ met and over which he victoriously prevailed. 
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If we are to understand the stature of Jesus Christ in history, we 
must not simply view him as say, the founder of the greatest of 
man’s religions. He was not just a remarkably influential religious 
leader in history. He was the Redeemer of mankind. He took away 
the sin of the world by atoning for it himself. He broke the power of 
sin, a power far greater than any oppressive power in the history of 
mankind. The slavery of the children of Israel was an image of it, 
and Moses was an image of the Liberator to come. Christ’s heroism, 
his leadership, was exercised in his proper mission, and there was 
nothing like it in all of human history. He was the greatest of heroes 
and leaders, and he is our Friend. Let us give him our hearts and our 
total allegiance, then! 
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Saturday of the eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):19-20 The Lord became my 

protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, 0 Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jude 17: 20-25; Psalm 62; Mark 11: 27-33 

Jesus and his disciples arrived again in Jerusalem, and while 
Jesus was walking in die temple, the chief priests, the teachers of the 
law and the elders came to him. By what authority are you doing 
these things? they asked. And who gave you authority to do this? 
Jesus replied, I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism — was 
it from heaven, or from men? Tell me! They discussed it among 
themselves and said, If we say, ‘From heaven ’, he will ask, 'Then 
why didn ’t you believe him? ’ But if we say, ‘From men; ’ They feared 
the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet. So they 
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answered Jesus, We don’t know. Jesus said, Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. (Mark 11: 27-33) 

By what authority? Our Lord and his disciples are walking 
in the Temple. In Mark’s account he has cast out the sellers and 
buyers, overturned and expelled the moneychangers and sent the 
sellers of the doves running. He would not allow any man to carry 
vessels (probably of merchandise) through the Temple. Then he 
taught them. He has made himself Master of the Temple, the House 
of his heavenly Father, and has imposed reverence, prayer and a 
listening to the word of God. Then at evening he went out of the 
City, returning the next day to the Temple. He acted as one 
possessing full authority over what was at the heart of the nation — 
the Temple, and the people accepted this. He also acted as if he had 
supreme authority as the religious teacher of the nation. He appealed 
to no-one, teaching on his own word. The people saw this — he 
taught as one having authority, not like the scribes. He calmly 
forgave sins. No one had ever done this before, no prophet, no 
priest, no king. There were sin offerings and sacrifices for sin, but 
no individual had ever presumed to forgive a sinner his or her sins. 
Jesus of Nazareth did this calmly before the leaders, knowing that 
they were profoundly hostile to him. He acted as if he were far more 
than a prophet — and prophets had been resolutely opposed for what 
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they had predicted and warned against. Jeremiah had immense 
sufferings to bear because of the opposition directed against his 
prophetic ministry. Jesus of Nazareth was presuming to do much 
more than a prophet. Moreover, his claims as to his own person were 
so much more exalted than any prophet before him. The Father and 
/ are one , he said to the leaders. The Father continually works, and 
so do l — he said, to those who attacked him for curing on the 
Sabbath. Further, he was presuming to call God his own Father. The 
use he made of this word, “Father” and the way he uttered it, and 
the meaning he manifestly gave to it, indicated without any doubt 
that he meant to place himself on a par with God. He was a man, 
they said, and yet he was making himself equal to God. There were 
so many unique claims he dared to make, and unique actions he 
dared to take, and with such confidence, that in everything he exuded 
authority. 

So it is that we read, “Jesus and his disciples arrived again in 
Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. By what 
authority are you doing these things? they asked. And who gave you 
authority to do this?” (Mark 11: 27-33). Their question was not at 
all sincere — they simply wanted to trap our Lord and to show him 
up as lacking all proper authority. This was shown in their response 
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to our Lord’s question: “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and 
I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s 
baptism — was it from heaven, or from men? Tell me!” Time and 
again in debate, our Lord reduced them to silence and it happened 
here again. They knew that they were in a comer: if they allowed 
that John was a prophet from God, then his identification of Jesus as 
the Messiah was vindicated. If they did not allow that he was a 
prophet, and so refused his testimony about Jesus, then the people — 
some of whom may have been present — would be shocked and 
indignant. So they refused to answer our Lord, showing their 
insincerity. But our Lord’s response to their question immediately 
pointed to one obvious source of his authority. John the Baptist was 
a great prophet, indeed our Lord said that no one born of woman had 
been greater than he — so he was the greatest of the prophets. Our 
Lord’s authority was vindicated by John, and behind him, by the 
prophets whose writings constituted so much of the Sacred 
Scriptures. But of course, there were other indications that our Lord 
had full authority from God his Father. At the beginning of his 
public ministry, the voice from the heavens had declared him to be 
his beloved Son. His works were beyond dispute. At the Last 
Supper our Lord told his disciples to look to his works. They 
vindicated that he was sent by God. When our Lord forgave the sins 
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of the paralytic, he said to those watching, including the leaders who 
harboured such dark thoughts about him as they watched — “ to 
prove to you that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins, I tell you to get up.” The man got up and went home — so 
Christ’s authority to forgive sins was manifest. His very sanctity 
showed his divine authority: can any of you convict me of sin? he 
asked. 

However, if we but get to know Jesus Christ as a living Person, 
his authority will be more and more obvious. The simple believer 
who loves Jesus Christ and who has day by day spent time with him 
in prayer, living the day in his company and doing all things for love 
of him — in other words, the one who comes to know him 
personally, will not need too many “proofs” of his authority. It will 
be more and more manifest. Let us resolve to know Christ Jesus, and 
to love him more and more. 
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Ninth Sunday ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 
mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Psalm 80; 

2 Corinthians 4: 6-11; Mark 2:23-3:6 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, and as 
his disciples walked along, they began to pick some ears of corn. 
The Pharisees said to him, Look, why are they doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath? He answered, Have you never read what 
David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? In 
the days ofAbiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and 
ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. 
And he also gave some to his companions. Then he said to them, The 
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of 
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Man is Lord even of the Sabbath. Another time he went into the 
synagogue, and a man with a shrivelled hand was there. Some of 
them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him 
closely to see if he would heed him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the 
man with the shrivelled hand, Stand up in front of everyone. Then 
Jesus asked them, Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to 
do evil, to save life or to kill? But they remained silent. He looked 
round at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn 
hearts, said to the man, Stretch out your hand. He stretched it out, 
and his hand was completely restored. Then the Pharisees went out 
and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. 
(Mark 2:23-3:6) 

The Sabbath Any group of people is shaped in large 
measure by what it does together. The local conference of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society meets weekly or fortnightly, and its 
members regularly visit those in need. This shapes its character. 
With no such action, the Society would greatly struggle. The case is 
the same with numerous other organizations. The religion of a 
society is expressed in its rituals, its ceremonies, its religious myths 
— “myth” understood in the best sense of the word. It would be an 
interesting exercise to determine what action in the civil life of a 
society expresses and deepens its culture and distinctive character. 
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Well, let us consider revealed religion, the religions of the Judeo- 
Christian revelation. I refer, of course, to Judaism and Christianity. 
What is the moment when the faithful come together in a common 
action that expresses its life, its convictions, its purpose? That 
moment, that action, is above all the observance of the Sabbath. The 
Jewish religion expresses itself in various feasts, but the most 
common is the weekly Sabbath. The Sabbath observance is a festival 
that is probably original to the Jewish religion. It is difficult to find 
an exact parallel among the religions of the classical era. 
Christianity, coming forth from the midst of Judaism and claiming to 
be its fulfilment, expresses itself in various feasts (as do all the 
religions), but the most important is the weekly Sabbath. This the 
Christian celebrates on the Sunday, the day of the resurrection of the 
Lord. The Jewish Sabbath began on the Friday evening — what the 
Catholic Church calls its Vigil. For the Church, the Vigil of the 
Sunday was part of the Sunday celebration in the praying of the 
Breviary and in the celebration of certain major feasts. This was 
extended in the latter part of the twentieth century, so that now 
commonly the Church’s celebration of the Sunday, the Christian 
Sabbath, begins on the Saturday evening and includes the Sunday. 
The Church teaches that it is a grave obligation for every Catholic to 
attend Mass each Sunday. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
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states that the first precept of the Church requires the faithful to 
sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection ... by participating 
in the Eucharistic celebration (no.2042). The faithful are bound to 
participate in Mass on Sundays and, unless excused for a serious 
reason, “ those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave 
sin ” (Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2181). 

What, then, is the Sabbath? In the Old Testament, the Sabbath 
was a day of rest “ sanctified to the Lord ” (Exodus 16:23; 31:15; 
Deuteronomy 5:14). All work was forbidden, the prohibition 
including strangers as well as Israelites, beasts as well as men. 
Besides abstention from work, special religious observances were 
prescribed. That is to say, the ordinary pursuits of the workaday 
week were interrupted and the day was given to the Lord as the 
Author of the universe and of time. The day thus being the Lord’s, it 
required that each abstain from working for his own interests, and 
that he should devote himself to God by special acts of private and 
public worship. With the Covenant of Sinai, God was to Israel the 
Lord of that Covenant. The Sabbath thereby also became a sign of it, 
and its observance was an acknowledgment of the agreement 
between God and his chosen people: “See that you keep my Sabbath; 
because it is a sign between me and you in your generations; that 
you may know that I am the Lord, who sanctify you’’’ (Exodus 31:13). 
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Thus the Sabbath observance really was a most important institution 
— perhaps the most important. It was the object of one of the Ten 
Commandments. With good reason had the Pharisaical class striven 
to make it a centrepiece of the life of the nation. According to our 
Lord himself, many of them went to great excess, and turned it to 
account in enhancing their religious hegemony. Nevertheless, a 
legacy of the religion of Israel is the Sabbath. It carried over to the 
religion revealed and founded by Jesus Christ, which was the 
intended fulfilment of the Covenant of Sinai. In the Christian 
Sabbath, the Church celebrated the creative work of God and of 
man’s dependence on the Creator of all, including and especially the 
new creation flowing from the Resurrection of Christ. It was 
particularly a celebration of the New Covenant established in the 
blood of Jesus Christ, creating a new relationship with God our 
Creator. We are now his adopted children, sharing in the Spirit of 
Christ. Sunday Mass and the observance of a due religious rest on 
the Sunday is the most important spiritual exercise of Christ’s 
faithful. If every member of Christ’s faithful were to attend Sunday 
Mass fervently, and make of the Sunday the Lord’s Day and not just 
another day of the week, the Church would be roused profoundly in 
vitality. 
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Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Sabbath, and if this is recognized 
in practice, the Sabbath truly will be for man (Mark 2:23-3:6). The 
overwhelming percentage of Christians do not regularly observe the 
Christian Sabbath. It ought to be the highest and greatest activity of 
the week, the one into which we put all of ourselves in a way that 
surpasses everything else. Involving the Holy Eucharist, which is the 
summit and source of the Christian life for the individual, the parish, 
the diocese and the entire Church. Let us resolve to make the best of 
our Sunday Mass, and to devise ways of making the day itself a day 
given to him who is Lord of the Sabbath. 

Lurther reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 2168- 
2188 (The Sabbath) 
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Monday of the ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Peter 1:2-7; Psalm 90; Mark 12:1-12 

Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: A man planted 
a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and 
built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers 
and went away on a journey. At harvest time he sent a servant to the 
tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But 
they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Then he 
sent another serx’ant to them; they struck this man on the head and 
treated him shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they 
killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they 
killed. He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him 
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last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son. ’ But the tenants said to 
one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours. ’ So they took him and killed him, and threw 
him out of the vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard 
do? He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to 
others. Haven’t you read this scripture: ‘The stone the builders 
rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes ’? Then they looked for a way to arrest him 
because they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they 
were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and went away. (Mark 
12 : 1 - 12 ) 

The Redemption There are various personalities featuring in 
the parable which our Lord tells in today’s Gospel. To begin with, 
there is the owner of the vineyard. That owner is God who chose the 
people of Israel for his own. The vineyard, as is clear from many 
Old Testament texts, is the chosen people of Israel. The tenants of 
the vineyard are the leaders of the Jews — not all of them, but those 
who in Israel’s history were intent on doing away with the prophets, 
and in our Lord’s day those who rejected him and resolved to put 
him to death. There are the servants of the owner, and they are the 
prophets whom God sent to ask for the produce. Finally, there is the 
son and he is Jesus Christ. God loved his vineyard and expected fruit 
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from it, the fruit of holiness. He entrusted his vineyard to the leaders 
of the people but all too often the pattern was repeated. When God 
sent his prophets to require holiness of life, they were persecuted, 
rejected and put to death. This pattern was supremely the case in the 
ministry of God’s own Son become man. It stood to reason that God 
would take the vineyard from the unworthy tenants and give it to 
others. Christ is pointing to a change in the dispensation between 
God and his people. Now, while our Lord is issuing a warning to the 
leaders who realized that his words were in reference to them, he was 
also pointing to a marvellous turn of events springing precisely from 
his rejection by the leaders. It will be “ marvellous in our eyes” 
something “the Lord has done”. As our Lord says, “ Haven’t you 
read this scripture: 'The stone the builders rejected has become the 
capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes 
Our Lord is speaking of what we might call the cosmic surprise 
wrought by God for the restoration of the universe, so profoundly 
affected by the sin of man. By means of his rejection by the world, 
Christ would redeem the world. All too often we take for granted 
what we are familiar with. We can lose our wonder at the 
redemption. 

There are many unique features of the Christian religion. One 
is its fundamental focus on the sin of the world. It recognizes that 
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mankind is held in the thraldom of sin. It is one thing to recognize 
the fact of sin in the world — this is surely something open to reason 
and the conscience — it is another to say, as Christianity does, that 
sin is the fundamental cause of the evil of the world. It is the root 
cause of death and all that is associated with death. The Christian 
religion also teaches that the sin of man has its origins in the dawn of 
human history. It was perpetrated originally by the first man and 
woman, and in them human nature was wounded and deprived of 
grace as a result — not totally depraved as Calvin would have it, but 
wounded and bereft of the grace of God. The image of God in which 
man was made was not totally lost but it was greatly defaced by sin. 
It is this crippled human nature, now so prone to sin, which is 
inherited by every person born into this world because it is this 
which man’s first parents brought upon themselves and so handed on 
to their descendants. All this God has revealed to us in the inspired 
Scriptures and in the Church’s teaching and Tradition. These facts 
are beyond the discovery of human reason, and the rejection of the 
Christian doctrine of sin by, say, Islam illustrates this. But God has 
also revealed to us his plan of redemption, now effected in Christ. 
He came unto his own, but, — wonder of wonders! — his own did 
not receive him. But — and this is alluded to in our Gospel passage 
today — this very rejection of Christ by his own was the occasion of 
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man’s redemption. “ Haven’tyou read this scripture'", our Lord asks, 
“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the keystone; the Lord 
has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes’?" (Mark 12:1-12). 
By his rejection on the cross the Son of God redeemed the world. As 
St Paul writes, this was madness to the Greeks and a scandal to the 
Jews. Islam will not allow it as worthy of the great and only God. 
For Islam, Jesus could not be almighty because he was the subject of 
persecution. Islam also denies, despite the unanimous testimony of 
the Gospels, that Jesus Christ died on the cross. It also denies, of 
course, that this could be possible for one who is God. 

In all of this, it is the power of God which is not known nor 
understood. The divine plan of redemption is indeed a marvel in our 
eyes, in the eyes of limited and sinful man. Let us never cease to 
wonder at two great facts of human history, the fact of the 
Incarnation and the fact of the Atonement. God became man and, in 
his humanity, he took upon himself the sin of the world. He did this 
supremely in his passion and death on the Cross when he expiated 
for all the offences of sinful man against the all-holy God. He, the 
living Jesus, invites us to his friendship. Let us be his friends, then, 
and let us be faithful to that friendship to the end, no matter what be 
the cost. 
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Tuesday of the ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Peter 3: 12-15.17-18; Psalm 89; Mark 12:13-17 

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus 
to catch him in his words. They came to him and said, Teacher, we 
know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by men, because 
you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God 
in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not? Should we pay or shouldn’t we? But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. 
Why are you trying to trap me? he asked. Bring me a denarius and 
let me look at it. They brought the coin, and he asked them, Whose 
portrait is this? And whose inscription? Caesar’s, they replied. Then 
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Jesus said to them, Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what 
is God’s. And they were amazed at him. (Mark 12:13-17) 

Christ the Truth One of the most serious of errors that has 
crept into discourse about Jesus of Nazareth in recent decades — or 
rather recent centuries — relates to his knowledge. It has been 
insinuated, and even openly asserted, that he was unaware that he 
was the Son of God and that this was a factor illustrating the 
genuineness of his Incarnation. It has also been stated that there 
were things about which he was in error in respect to his ministry and 
mission. It is true, of course, that in his human intellect he was not 
necessarily aware of many things — things which he did not choose 
to grasp. For instance, on one occasion in the crowd on his way to 
cure a person he suddenly stopped and asked who touched him. In 
his human intellect he was not conscious of who it was and he sought 
that information. But this was not a state of positive error. It was a 
lack of information which in his humanity he chose to allow. 
Interestingly, though, in this instance he was conscious that healing 
power had gone from him, obviously suggesting a divine element in 
his consciousness. Nevertheless, humanly Christ could learn. The 
Gospel tells us that he grew in wisdom and age and grace. By the 
same token, whenever, for the sake of his divine mission, he wished 
to know something beyond the capacity of his human intellect he 
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effortlessly did so. For instance, when Nathanael approached him 
for the first time, he told Nathanael that he saw him under the fig 
tree. For some reason this was so stupendous a knowledge that it 
immediately evoked a high faith in Nathanael: “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God, the King of Israel"' — in other words the Christ, the Son 
of God. When speaking to the woman at Jacob’s Well in Sichar, he 
told her that she had had five husbands. That led to her conversion: 
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet," she said. The upshot was that 
many in the Samaritan town were converted to faith in Jesus as the 
Saviour of the world. In anything required of his redemptive mission 
there was no mistake in the human intellect of Jesus Christ, and of 
course in his divine nature as the Son of God there was not the 
slightest lack of awareness in respect to anything. 

I say this by way of introduction to our Gospel passage today. 
The leaders of the Jews, jealous and hostile towards Jesus because of 
his spiritual ascendancy over the people, were constantly trying to 
trap him in his teaching and practice. They strove to detect in him 
religious error or even error in political prudence so as to be able to 
arraign him before the Sanhedrin or before a Roman tribunal. So 
they sent their representatives to entrap him in his words. Let us 
notice their introduction because it reveals the entire impression 
created by our Lord in his teaching and ministry. We read that “They 
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came to him and said, Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. 
You aren 7 swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they 
are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.'’'’ 
Jesus impressed all by his high moral integrity. He taught the way of 
God and did so according to the truth. Our Lord is not addressed as 
some philosopher — another Socrates or Plato, let us say — but as a 
teacher of the way of God. That was his mission as it unfolded 
during his public ministry. He spoke in the tradition, not of 
philosophers, but of the prophets. As a prophet he was swayed by no 
consideration other than the mind of God. The rank of those before 
him (such as the religious leaders or the Romans) was of no weight 
before this. So, the scheming questioners intimated, they could 
expect from him a fearless and impartial reply to their perplexity. 
They wanted a clear answer, “ Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not? Should we pay or shouldn 7 we?” They wanted a yes or no 
response so as to be able to implicate our Lord in religious error or in 
political rebellion. Our Lord shows his sovereign possession of the 
truth both in perceiving their hypocrisy and in the practical question 
they were raising. “ Why are you trying to trap me? he asked. Bring 
me a denarius and let me look at it. They brought the coin, and he 
asked them, Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription? 


- 1156 - 



Caesar’s, they replied. Then Jesus said to them, Give to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s ” (Mark 12:13-17). 

We read that his questioners were dumbfounded at his reply. 
Christ was supremely free from error and in full mastery of the truth. 
In all that relates to man’s salvation and moral life, Christ is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Mankind has a teacher who possesses the 
fullness of truth, and as a result of his Passion and Death he gives to 
those who believe in him the Spirit of Truth. This is the Holy Spirit 
who is Christ’s gift to the Church and through the Church to each of 
us who are baptized. Let us live in the truth which Christ has 
revealed as it comes to us in and by the Church. It is the truth which 
will set us free, free from the darkness of sin and free from the 
darkness of error. 
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Wednesday of the ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 1:1-3.6-12; Psalm 122; Mark 12:18-27 

Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 
him with a question. Teacher, they said, Moses wrote for us that if a 
man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must 
marry the widow and have children for his brother. Now there were 
seven brothers. The first one married and died without leaving any 
children. The second one married the widow, but he also died, 
leaving no child. It was the same with the third. In fact, none of the 
seven left any children. Last of all, the woman died too. At the 
resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to 
her? Jesus replied, Are you not in error because you do not know the 
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Scriptures or the power of God? When the dead rise, they will 
neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels 
in heaven. Now about the dead rising — have you not read in the 
book of Moses, in the account of the bush, how God said to him, 7 
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ’? 
He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly 
mistaken! (Mark 12:18-27) 

The Truth Many things could be commented on in respect 
to our Lord’s words in this Gospel passage. The most obvious is, of 
course, his clear teaching on the resurrection from the dead, and in 
particular on the resurrection of the body. In the Nicene Creed the 
Christian professes belief in the resurrection of the body. There have 
been all sorts of belief among the religions of man regarding survival 
after death. The Egyptians had such a belief as did other civilizations 
of ancient times, and various traditional religions of primal societies 
also possess notions of the Afterlife. But a distinctive tenet of 
Christianity is belief in the resurrection of the body and this is 
derived not from a religious myth or a philosophical speculation but 
from the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He rose from the 
dead in glory and in his body. The Christian firmly believes that if 
he lives in union with Jesus Christ here on earth, apart from living on 
in his spirit in Jesus Christ after death, at the end he will rise in union 
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with Jesus Christ in his body. This will be when Christ comes in 
glory to judge the living and the dead. This special and total 
resurrection the Sadducees denied. As our Lord said, they did not 
know the Scriptures, nor did they appreciate the power of God. But 
then our Lord makes his final statement about them which we should 
take to heart. He tells the Sadducees that they are very much 
mistaken. Consider that. The Sadducees were convinced of the truth 
of their religious tenet that there was no resurrection, but the 
Incarnate Son of God tells them that they are very much mistaken. 
We are so used to conflicting religious opinions and absolutely 
opposite contentions being presented as true by this or that person or 
group, that we can gradually lose our sense of truth and falsehood 
itself. By this I mean that, without quite realizing it, and because of 
the lack of consensus in matters of ultimate importance, we can 
easily settle for personal opinion and/or preference rather than 
objective truth as the only final arbiter. 

This viewpoint that settles for personal opinion rather than 
objective truth in effect means that there are no mistakes in matters 
of ultimate importance. Usually it is allowed that the case is 
different in issues that can be tested in some sense empirically or by 
quasi-mathematical logic. Such matters as these are hard facts that 
no one can deny and, because no one can deny them, a stand can be 
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made for their truth, at least in pragmatic and practical terms. If you 
go through a red light while driving on the road and the camera 
catches you in the act, there is hard evidence at hand and the truth of 
the matter is resolved. But if you say that Mahomet is the greatest 
prophet, well, that is ultimately a matter of opinion and of course it is 
certainly not open to empirical testing. It is impossible, then, to 
assert that the devotee of Mahomet is objectively mistaken. It is his 
personal opinion or personal preference and that is all that can be 
said about it in ultimate terms. Such is the drift of the modem mind. 
It does not allow that Christ’s assertion at the end of our Gospel 
passage can be made in respect to ultimate issues. One cannot say, in 
religion, that “you are very much mistaken ” because there is no such 
thing as a mistake of this kind. There is only personal opinion or 
personal preference. Modern secular man refuses the notion of 
objective and dogmatic religion. It dislikes and refuses a religion 
which insists on objective truth and on the declaration and rejection 
of its opposite, which is error. The notion of religious heresy is 
repugnant to the modem mind because religious truth is seen to be 
relative to the individual. That is to say, personal opinion and 
preference rather than truth is the ultimate arbiter of final issues. 
There are no mistakes in non-empirical matters provided you are 
sincere, and provided, as we might put it, the horses in the street are 
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not disturbed. Relativism such as this is a far cry from the mind of 
Christ. In our Gospel scene today (Mark 12:18-27) the Sadducees 
come to our Lord, and our Lord tells them they are absolutely 
mistaken. 

In our religion let us take our stand on the truth. In religion we 
should strive to avoid being mistaken. We must not settle with mere 
personal opinion or preference. The truth revealed by God and 
Christ must be the object of our search, and the foundation of our 
entire practical life. God has revealed the truth about ultimate issues 
and this truth can be known and proclaimed. This means it is 
possible to be objectively correct, and it is possible to be objectively 
mistaken. We must make it our business to be correct and to live in 
the truth as it has been revealed by Christ and brought to us by his 
Church. It is the truth which will make us free. 

-- 
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Thursday of the ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 2: 8-15; Psalm 24; Mark 12:28-34 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had answered them well, he asked him, Of all the 
commandments, which is the most important? The most important 
one, answered Jesus, is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. ’ The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself. ’ There is no 
commandment greater than these. Well said, teacher, the man 
replied. You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other 
but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 
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and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is 
more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. When Jesus 
saw that he had answered wisely, he scud to him, You are not far 
from the kingdom of God. And from then on no-one dared ask him 
any more questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

God’s law of love One of the obvious things in the Gospel 
accounts is the harassment and opposition our Lord faced from the 
leaders in his public ministry. The people increasingly held him to 
be a prophet, but the case was different with many of the leaders. 
They pursued him and sought to bring him down in his teaching. 
Their best brains were marshalled to trick and expose him as a 
deceiver and impostor. The result was that our Lord found himself in 
a maelstrom of debates with them. But we also observe that in all 
such conflicts he emerged victorious at every point. They never 
could get the better of him. We also see that a point was reached at 
which our Lord’s enemies, routed and in defeat, gave up on debating 
him. In the clash of intellect and doctrine our Lord left them 
intimidated, because we read in our Gospel passage today that ‘ from 
then on no-one dared ask him any more questions .” They “dared” not 
ask him anything more — because, obviously, they feared defeat and 
being themselves put to shame before all. Further, we are able to 
identify when this point was reached. It was when he was asked by 
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an admiring teacher of the law a particular question. By way of 
aside, let us remember that when we speak of the scribes, the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law being our Lord’s enemies, this 
did not include all of them. Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a hidden 
disciple of our Lord. He would visit him by night to learn his 
doctrine. Moreover, in his conversation with our Lord he stated that 
“we” know that you are a teacher from God — implying that there 
were others beside himself who accepted his prophetic authority. 
Joseph of Arimathea was a leading Jew and was also a disciple. 
Here in our Gospel today, a teacher of the Law recognizes the 
greatness of our Lord’s replies to his enemies and asks him a 
question in his turn. He praised and confirmed our Lord’s reply and 
this in turn evoked Christ’s encouragement for him, the questioner. 
From that point all debates ended. This circumstance alone suggests 
to us the grandeur of our Lord’s reply. Let us attend to it, then. 

In fact, the occasion of the hostility of the leaders towards our 
Lord was his disregard for much of their exposition and application 
of the Law. He did not accept the authority of their teaching in 
various critical points. For instance, that most pivotal institution of 
Judaic religion, the Sabbath Day, was observed by our Lord in ways 
that unhesitatingly set aside their notoriously fussy prescriptions. At 
a word, our Lord cured persons of their terrible diseases on the 
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Sabbath Day, and even in the very synagogue, no less. The debate 
that ensued left them silenced. Who would not free his animal that 
had fallen into some difficulty on the Sabbath, our Lord asked, and 
yet you leave a descendant of Abraham in his difficulty? Our Lord 
set himself before the people as the arbiter of God’s Law. You have 
heard that it was said that you are to do this and that. But I tell you 
that you are to do the following. Our Lord’s relation to the Law of 
God raised the deeper and more critical question of his very identity. 
But it originated in matters about the Law. Now, in our Gospel 
passage he is asked by a well-meaning teacher of the Law which is 
the greatest of the commandments, and our Lord replies with no 
hesitation and with absolute clarity. The first and most important 
command is that we love: we are to love God with all our heart and 
to love our neighbour as ourself. It has often been observed that the 
Old Testament, as the Christian terms it, is a body of writings that is 
difficult to make clear sense of. What is its unifying drift? In his 
teaching on the Scriptures, Christ specified two of its fundamental 
features. Firstly, as he explains elsewhere in the Gospels, the 
Scripture tell about him. They are, then, to be read with him in mind. 
Secondly, as he explains in today’s Gospel passage (Mark 12:28-34), 
they tell of what God commands of us. He wants us to love him with 
all our heart and our neighbour as ourself. So incisive and 
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impressive a summary of the Law was this that it evoked the praise 
of this teacher of the Law. Christ pinpoints in masterly fashion the 
synthesis of the commandments in a way that can be apprehended by 
the simplest of minds. 

Of all the personalities in Jewish history and in the Sacred 
Scriptures, none attain the height and moral power of Jesus Christ. 
He is the teacher of God’s chosen people, the teacher of his own 
countless disciples, and the teacher of the world. He has revealed in 
a sharp light God’s revealed Law for man. It is a law commanding 
us to love. We are to strive to reach a full and total love for God and 
as much love for neighbour as we have for ourself. Indeed, our Lord 
would specify this further and teach his disciples that they must love 
one another as he loves them. Let us then every day set out on the 
path of love and strive to make Christ our model as we travel along. 

-- 
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Friday of the ninth week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 3: 10-17; Psalm 118; Markl2:35-37 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, How 
is it that the teachers of the law say that the Christ is the son of 
David? David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: 'The 
Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies 
under your feet. ’ David himself calls him ‘Lord’. How then can he 
be his son? The large crowd listened to him with delight. 
(Markl2:35-37) 

Christ and Scripture It is interesting and instructive to 
notice how deeply imbued in the Scriptures our Lord’s words are and 
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how frequently he referred to them. This is intimated even in the 
major incident of his youth when at the age of twelve he was taken 
perhaps for the first time to Jerusalem for the great feast. He then 
stayed behind in the Temple while Mary and Joseph proceeded back 
with the caravan on then - journey to Nazareth. We can imagine the 
boy Jesus filled with love and delight in the House of his heavenly 
Father and absorbed in profound communion with him. At some 
point he was noticed by the doctors at the Temple and they entered 
into conversation with him. He attracted their amazed attention and 
we can imagine them gathering around him as he, a child of twelve, 
entered into discussion with them presumably on the meaning of the 
Scriptures. He astonished them with “his understanding and 
answers ” (Luke 2:47). Here, these doctors must have thought, was a 
religious prodigy of the first rank in his insight into the inspired 
writings. He then returned with his parents and disappeared from 
their view. Our scene passes across the years of his obscurity at 
Nazareth and we come to the threshold of his public ministry. He is 
in the desert being approached by the Demon from Hell to be tested. 
Each time Christ repulsed Satan’s temptations he referred to the 
Scriptures. In his conflicts with the religious leaders he appealed to 
the Scriptures and left them routed in debate. Christ showed himself 
to be the supreme authority on the Scriptures. In respect to his own 
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mission he repeatedly told his disciples that according to the 
Scriptures the Messiah must suffer and in this way enter his glory. 
At his Transfiguration on the Mount, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
him in glory, representing the entire message and tradition of the 
Scriptures. When he rose from the dead he explained to his disciples 
repeatedly that he had fulfilled the Scriptures. One of the very 
original things about Christianity is that the Scriptures have been 
given a great unifying meaning, and he, Christ, is that meaning. 

In his teaching our Lord showed a striking freshness in his use 
of Scripture and in uncovering its hidden doctrinal meaning. For 
instance, when accosted by the Sadducees with their puzzle designed 
to show the absurdity of the Resurrection, our Lord drew on a text of 
Scripture that probably had never been understood as revealing this 
doctrine. He asked them, had they not read God’s words to Moses 
from the Burning Bush, that he was the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob? Well then, after all, God is not a God of dead people but of 
living persons! By his very words, God was implying that Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob were alive. So there is a resurrection. In our Gospel 
passage today our Lord again displays his profound perception of the 
endless richness of the Scriptures. This time he refers to a psalm and 
intimates that it teaches that the Messiah is much more than merely 
the son of David. “How is it that the teachers of the law say that the 
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Christ is the son of David? David himself, speaking by the Holy 
Spirit, declared: 'The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand 
until I put your enemies under your feet. ’ David himself calls him 
‘Lord’. How then can he be his son? The large crowd listened to him 
with delight ” (Markl2:35-37). Incidentally, in this remark our Lord 
formally teaches that the psalms are inspired by the Holy Spirit: 
“David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared ...” This action 
by the Holy Spirit tells us why our Lord loved the Scriptures so 
much. They were inspired by the Holy Spirit, the third person of the 
Blessed Trinity. We remember our Lord’s enormous veneration for 
the Holy Spirit. He said that anyone who blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit is guilty of an eternal sin. Here, our Lord points to a 
psalm that teaches that the Messiah who is David’s son, is David’s 
Lord. We are reminded that all authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Jesus, risen from the dead and now seated at the right 
hand of the Father. The son of David is the Lord. Jesus is Lord in 
the sense that he is Yahweh God himself, though not the Father. He 
is God the Son. 

Let us, like Christ himself, love the Scriptures and understand 
very clearly that the Scriptures speak of Christ. He is the heart and 
soul of the Scriptures and we ought to read them with the person of 
Christ in mind and in order to know and love him and his revelation 
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better. Of course, we must read the Scriptures with the mind of 
Christ. We do this by reading the Scriptures with the mind of the 
Church his body and in full union with the Church which Christ 
founded on Peter and the Apostles. Let us then ask Christ to help us 
to love the Scriptures as he loved them. 

-- 
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Saturday of the ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep 
from us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all 
that works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 4: 1-8; Psalm 70; Mark 12:38-44 

As he taught, Jesus said, Watch out for the teachers of the law. 
They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the 
market-places, and have the most important seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets. They devour widows ’ houses 
and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished 
most severely. Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a 
fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, I tell 
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you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all 
the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on. (Mark 12:38-44) 

The grandeur of the ordinary One person I knew had a 
fine dog of which he was very fond. The dog accompanied him 
everywhere and the dog clearly felt it was the centre of its master’s 
attention. Once, though, a friend brought with him his own dog and 
that dog, more placid and friendly than the first, was petted and 
patted and for a brief period was the centre of the party. The first 
dog could not bear it and attacked the visiting dog. Realizing then 
that it had incurred the annoyance of the humans in the room, it then 
ran off and watched in frustration from a distance. It had grown used 
to being the top dog and was envious of the other dog receiving 
special attention. It was amusing to see and one of the reasons why it 
seemed funny was that it was so like human beings. Human beings 
want to be on top and they feel jealous if they are not. On examining 
Christ during his trial, Pilate could see that the reason why the 
leaders of the Jews had handed him over was because of their 
jealousy. They wanted to be on top, and our Lord had been held in 
the highest regard by so many people. This was compounded in their 
eyes by our Lord’s exalted claims as to his own person. So, full of 
hate, they determined to bring him down. It is a pattern that 
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constantly recurs in human history. People want to be on top, and 
they are profoundly jealous if they are not. In our Gospel passage 
today our Lord warns against the teachers of the law who sought to 
be honoured. “ They like to walk around in flowing robes and be 
greeted in the market-places, and have the most important seats in 
the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets.'’' The scene of 
the Gospel then shifts. Our Lord observes many rich people in the 
Temple throwing in a great deal for the Treasury. The implication is 
that they were doing this in order, as we might say, to be on top. By 
their good action they sought to be honoured by those observing 
them, and our Lord was watching it all. 

Then he notices something to which he directs the attention of 
his disciples. “A poor widow came and put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, 
Jesus said, I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but 
she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on” 
(Mark 12:38-44). The poor widow had not the slightest hope of 
being on top. It would never have entered her mind because of the 
absurdity of such an aspiration. She was very poor. She was 
unnoticed because unable to do anything regarded as significant. Her 
position was not at the top but at the bottom. Was she envious? 


- 1175 - 



Obviously not. Very simply and humbly she accepted her position 
and without attracting any attention tried to serve God as best she 
could. She silently came forward and, with no one noticing her, 
dropped her tiny amount in the Treasury. It was a contribution that 
would have been despised by so many others. It was all she had and 
she gave it all. Then she humbly moved on in her service of God. 
Our Lord, though, observed her with the utmost attention and 
appreciation. In fact, he told his disciples, she was on top. She was 
at the top of those who had contributed to the Treasury. The reason 
was that she had given everything to God, while they had given what 
they did not need. It all means that there is no need to be envious of 
others for their talents, attainments and good qualities. All that God 
wants of us is to do our best for him and to give our all in the doing 
of our daily duty. That is the way to ultimate success and it was the 
poor widow, commented on by our Lord, who offered the greatest 
light for proud and envious mankind. We are reminded of Peter 
asking the risen Jesus about the future path of John. What about him, 
Lord? The Lord replied, don’t worry about him, you just follow me. 
Each of us has his own gift. Let us be content with that and use it to 
the full for the glory of God. If we fail, let us repent and just say, 
now I begin! 
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The greatest example of persons whose course in life was 
ordinary and without special honours is Mary the mother of Jesus, 
together with Joseph her husband, the foster-father of Jesus Christ. 
They both lived in obscurity and yet gave of their best to God. They 
heard the word of God and put it into practice in their daily lives, 
living all the while in a wonderful intimacy with Jesus. They 
exemplified the grandeur of the ordinary life, as did, in her own way, 
the widow of our Gospel today. Let us never waste time comparing 
our lot in life with others who are more successful. Let us rather 
always begin again in giving of our best to God and his will, as did 
the widow who put in all she had to live on. 

-- 
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Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-15; Psalm 129; 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5: 1; Mark 3:20-35 

Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he 
and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard 
about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, He is out of 
his mind. And the teachers of the law who came down from 
Jerusalem scud, He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of 
demons he is driving out demons. So Jesus ccdled them and spoke to 
them in parables: How can Satan drive out Satan ? If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is 
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divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes 
himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. In fact, 
no-one can enter a strong man ’s house and cany off his possessions 
unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. I 
tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be 
forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin. He said this because 
they were saying, He has an evil spirit. Then Jesus ’ mother and 
brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 
A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, Your mother and 
brothers are outside looking for you. Who are my mother and my 
brothers? he asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle 
around him and said, Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever 
does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother. (Mark 3: 20- 
35) 


God and sin It is almost a proverb that man is a social being. 
He has a fundamental need of other persons if he is to develop and 
reach his potential. This is so, of course, in the sphere of his 
physical, emotional and intellectual development, but it is especially 
so in the most basic sphere of his growth, his growth in moral 
goodness. He seems to need, in large measure, the gaze and the 
companionship of others if he is to grow in goodness. He needs their 
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moral expectations, the pressure of their moral requirements, if he is 
to hold fast to what is right. Consider this. What happens if a person 
is alone, out of the gaze of others, with no expectations bearing down 
on him, and especially if he has little sense of God? He tends to do 
what he feels like doing rather than what he should do. His incentive 
for keeping up to the moral mark easily fades away when he is 
entirely alone. What happens if, at a crossroad where there are traffic 
lights but no cameras, and there is no traffic anywhere? He easily 
decides to go through the red traffic light and on his way. No-one 
has seen it, no-one knows, and his conscience is free of all anxiety. 
Of course, I am not here discussing whether in this particular 
situation there is any moral misdemeanour. I am simply pointing out 
the effect of there being no one to see what he is doing. His course 
of action is very different from the course he would have taken had 
someone else been present. Crimes are committed in secret, which is 
to say, when no-one is watching. There is a great deal of 
wrongdoing in society, despite the fact that society threatens 
sanctions for those who are discovered. How great, therefore, might 
be the degree of inner, private wrongdoing going on in the hearts of 
countless numbers — where no eyes can see what is happening. The 
wrongdoing of the heart is beyond the reach of any human sanction. 
Most would allow that it is wrong to hate another — even when this 
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hatred does not manifest itself in actions that cause harm. It is 
wrong, but being something of the heart and therefore out of sight, 
how easy, and perhaps how common, is hatred. Most would allow 
that adultery of the heart is immoral, but inasmuch as there are no 
witnesses, how common might it be — precisely because it is 
unseen. 

Precisely in his calling to be good, man is a social being. That 
is to say, he needs to live before the gaze of another who is good, if 
he is to keep from wrongdoing and attain to moral goodness. Now, 
fundamentally man is in the constant presence of his Maker. If he is 
to attain to a real and general moral goodness that reaches to his 
secret thoughts, he must consciously live in the thought of the divine 
Presence. Goodness is more than the avoiding of that which harms 
society. It means doing what is right according to the law and plan 
of God, as expressed in the law of man’s own nature. It requires 
living in the sight and the love of God, and in obedience to his will. 
True wrongdoing — and what society counts as morally right or 
wrong may or may not be so — is sinful, because being immoral it 
offends the unseen God who sees all. We best avoid sin by living in 
the thought of the constant gaze of God, for as social beings we are 
so constituted as to be dependent on the gaze and companionship of 
another. This openness to the gaze of God itself opens us to his 
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grace — sanctifying grace and its attendant graces and gifts, as well 
as antecedent actual graces which enable and accompany a moral life 
lived in his friendship. In our Gospel today (Mark 3: 20-35), our 
Lord refers to the “sins and blasphemies ” of man. Sin is a word, or 
an act, or a desire that is contrary to the law of God. It is an offence 
against God in disobedience to his love and law, and it wounds 
human nature and injures human solidarity. There are a great many 
kinds of sins, and they can be distinguished according to their object 
or according to the virtues or commandments they violate. They can 
directly concern God, or our neighbour or ourselves. They can be 
sins of thought, word, deed, or of omission. They can be mortal or 
venial. A mortal sin is grave in matter, and involves a full knowledge 
and deliberate assent. It destroys charity in us, deprives us of 
sanctifying grace, and if unrepented, leads us to Hell. Due to the 
mercy of God, those baptized can be forgiven this sin in the 
Sacrament of Penance, or even, when this Sacrament is not available, 
by a true act of contrition. A venial sin is less serious — even if 
grave, when full knowledge or complete assent is lacking. Venial 
sins do not break our covenant with God, but they do weaken charity 
and impede our progress in virtue and in doing what is morally good. 
Most importantly, sin proliferates in our life the more it is repeated 
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without repentance, and this will assuredly happen if we are isolated 
from God and fail to live in his presence. 

Let us understand clearly our weakness and proneness to moral 
failure and sin. Let us resolve to live in the presence of God — for 
we are so made as to flourish when in communion with another. 
That “other” must above all be God. Let us not drift into the 
darkness of spiritual isolation, but rather let us begin each day in the 
presence of our Maker and our Redeemer, resolving to grow in 
communion with him as the day unfolds. This will be our best 
source of moral flourishing, our truest safeguard against the 
contagion of sin. Sin is the root of man’s destruction. Communion 
with God is his fulfilment and his life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1846- 
1869 (God’s mercy and sin) 
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Monday of the tenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17:1-6; Psalm 120; Matthew 5:1-12 

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside 
and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach 
them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those 
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who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

The blessed ones There have been countless commentaries 
on the Sermon on the Mount, which begins with the passage of our 
Gospel today. In this passage our Lord sets forth what have been 
called the Beatitudes, so called because of the first word (in the 
Latin) of each sentence. Blessed are the poor. Blessed are those who 
mourn. Blessed are the meek. Blessed are those who hunger for 
righteousness. Blessed are the merciful, the pure of heart, the 
peacemakers, those who are persecuted and insulted. Our Lord says 
that they are blessed who suffer in these ways for being his disciples 
and children of their Father in heaven. Now, what strikes the reader 
and hearer of these words is how utterly opposed they are to what the 
world ordinarily and naturally thinks. Blessed are the meek. On his 
flight to Africa at the time, the Successor of St Peter (Benedict XVI) 
is questioned by reporters as to the Church’s attitude to the 
promotion of condoms as the answer to the AIDS scourge. He 
replies that it is not the answer and that it can actually worsen the 
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situation. Then he explains what is the answer. The answer lies in 
the promotion of chastity outside marriage and fidelity within it. But 
the Western media erupts, closely followed by angry secular 
European governments. The Pope is showered with abuse. What is 
the Pope’s response? His response is one of Christ-like gentleness. 
He does not respond in kind but suffers the insults silently and shows 
mercy towards those who are merciless. Now, what does Christ say 
of this? He says that such a person is blessed. “ Blessed are the meek 
for they will inherit the earth...Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy.” The world respects only those who win in such a 
conflict. It admires those who fight and prevail. It will pass by the 
person who is meek after the manner of Christ, and look with 
admiration on the one who dominates in some sense by force. When 
looking on Christ crowned with thorns and beaten with whips it 
shouts back, we have no king but Caesar! But Christ was the blessed 
one. 

The young Francis of the Italian town of Assisi discovers 
Christ and leaves everything to follow him in a radical poverty. 
Others love riches. He loves poverty. So many hate their limited 
material means. He seeks to have as little as possible. He does so 
out of love for Christ who, possessing the glory and richness of the 
divine nature, divested himself of it all and became as we are and 
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humbler still even to death on a cross, as St Paul writes. This was the 
course of Francis. In pursuing that course, he was blessed. “ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 
5:1-12). Essentially his blessedness consisted in possessing the 
greatest wealth possible, the person of Christ. He was entirely united 
to him in heart and soul. Our Lord likened it to a merchant who 
discovers a treasure hidden in a field. He goes and sells all he has to 
buy that field. The result is that he has foregone his possessions and 
gained a much greater one. He is blessed for having the field with its 
treasure. So too the one who follows Christ totally. He is blessed. 
The tragedy with too many Christians is that they follow Christ but 
only from afar. They do not want the great blessing of a full 
possession of him, which is to say of being fully possessed by him. 
In large measure the blessings they seek are those of the world and a 
life which the world and not Christ regards as blessed. Or again, 
consider Thomas More the Lord Chancellor of England for King 
Henry VIII. He has a glittering career ahead of him but he foregoes 
it all because of his duty to Christ and the Church. He will not 
accept Henry’s setting aside of his sacramental marriage, nor will he 
accept Henry’s arrogation to himself of the divinely-appointed 
headship of the Church. So he goes to his death as one “persecuted 
because of righteousness.” His “is the kingdom of heaven .” In the 
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sight of God he is blessed, though not in the eyes of the England of 
his day nor for a few centuries to come. 

Christ’s teaching on who are the truly blessed ones springs 
from the fact that he himself is the blessing of all blessings. As St 
Paul writes, in Christ is to be found every heavenly blessing. In 
possessing him a person possesses all true blessings and all of life 
must be lived in a way consistent with the way of Christ. This varies 
according to the vocation of each, for St Francis of Assisi’s path to 
holiness in Christ was very different from that of St Thomas More. 
But each made Christ the master of his heart and life and thereby 
attained the greatest of blessings. Let us resolve to take our stand 
with Jesus. If we do this we shall be truly blessed. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the tenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17:7-16; Psalm 4; Matthew 5:13-16 

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again ? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of 
the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16) 
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Being salt and light The context of our Gospel passage 
here is what has been traditionally called our Lord’s sermon to his 
disciples on the Mount. At the beginning we read that our Lord, 
“seeing the multitudes, went up the mountain: and when he was 
seated, his disciples came to him. He then began speaking to them, 
teaching them as follows.' 1 ' Reading this one’s mind recalls God 
speaking from the Mountain of Sinai giving to Moses and his chosen 
people the Law. Christ is here giving to his disciples his new Law. 
The following of this new Law will bring blessedness and he begins 
by telling them in what this true blessedness consists, and who it is 
who is truly blessed. It is the person who follows his way of poverty 
of spirit, of mourning because of the sin of the world and the 
acceptance of a difficult lot, of meekness, of hungering for 
righteousness, of mercy, purity of heart, building peace and suffering 
for righteousness and for Christ. It is, in other words, the person who 
takes up his cross every day and follows in the footsteps of Christ, 
who leads us along the way to Calvary. The following of Christ is 
the blessed life. In our Gospel today our Lord speaks of fidelity in 
discipleship and falling away. The disciple of Christ is like the salt 
of the earth. As most know, salt in previous eras served two 
functions in respect to food. It not only gave to it savour — which is 
generally its present function — but it also preserved the food. 
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People travelling on long journeys would salt their meat so as to 
preserve it and this was particularly important for long journeys at 
sea. Salt preserved the food from a hasty corruption. The fervent 
disciple of Christ is the one who not only makes the world pleasing 
to God, but he preserves the world from corruption and spiritual 
decay. In this he shares in the mission of Jesus his Master who came 
to take away the sin of the world. Christ warns against the loss of 
this saltiness. 

As we think of this warning let us think of Christ’s own 
disciples. We read in the Gospel of St John that when our Lord 
announced the doctrine of the Eucharist — that if they were to have 
life they must eat his flesh and drink his blood — many of his 
disciples walked no more with him. They abandoned their faith in 
Jesus and no longer trod the path of discipleship. How sad for their 
own lives and sad for the world in what they could have done for 
their fellow men! We also think especially of one of the Twelve, 
Judas Iscariot. He began by following Christ enthusiastically, and 
Christ actually privileged him by calling him to be one of the 
Twelve. He was a pre-eminent example of one called to be the salt 
of the earth and being prepared by Christ himself to fulfil that great 
mission. But he fell away. He entirely, entirely, lost his saltiness. 
We read in the account of the Last Supper that just before he left, 
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Satan entered him. Then he went out into the night. Let us who 
have been baptised into Christ learn the awful lesson from the 
choices of these failed disciples. Christ tells his disciples that they 
are the light of the world. Elsewhere in the Gospel we read the 
evangelist comment on Christ beginning his public ministry. The 
land that lay in darkness, the inspired author writes, now saw a great 
light. Our Lord described himself as the Light of the world , and that 
the one who does not walk by his light is in the darkness. No other 
prophet referred to himself in this fashion. Nor am I aware of any 
other thinker or philosopher or religious founder or leader of repute 
who had such pretensions. Only Christ claimed such a unique role. 
He claimed it and justified his claim. He is the Light of the world 
and the one who walks in his light is walking in the light indeed, 
whereas the one who chooses not to is in the darkness. Our Lord 
says that the one who is his disciple will himself be a light to the 
world (Matthew 5:13-16) and that is because he is bringing the light 
of Christ to the darkness of sin. 

Let us take to heart Christ’s warning and his invitation. If we 
follow the path of Christ we shall be salt to the earth and a light to 
the world around us. Our good works will shine before men and will 
give glory to our Lather in heaven. The great psychiatrist Victor 
Lrankl wrote that the key to happiness, including when under duress, 
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is to have a sense of meaning and to live by it. The true meaning of 
life and reality is to be found in Christ and in the full acceptance of 
him and his revelation. Let us choose Christ then, and live 
accordingly. 
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Wednesday of the tenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 18: 20-39; Psalm 15; Matthew 5: 17-19 

Jesus said, Do not think that l have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; 1 have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. / 
tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be ccdled least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises 
and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. (Matthew 5: 17-19) 
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Christ our Guide The Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel 
of St Matthew is the longest discourse by our Lord in that Gospel, 
and one of the longest in any of the Gospels — matched in length by 
the discourse at the Last Supper in the Gospel of St John. The 
Sermon on the Mount clearly draws together the span of our Lord’s 
teaching, and this passage for our Gospel today would seem to be our 
Lord’s response to the accusation that his teaching disregarded and 
even supplanted the Law and the Prophets. He was attacked for 
violating the Sabbath rest and, most seriously of all, for claiming that 
God was his own Father — thereby making himself equal to God. It 
seems that the charge of those most hostile to our Lord was that in 
effect he was overturning the religion of Moses and the Prophets. 
They even accused him of deriving his supernatural powers from an 
association with Satan, to support his new doctrine that was so 
unfaithful to the old. The Gospel text clearly suggests that what was 
driving this was jealousy of our Lord’s supremacy over the people 
and his independence of them, the leaders. We have in our passage 
today (Matthew 5: 17-19) our Lord’s response to this radical 
accusation. He had come not to overturn revealed religion, but to 
restore it and to bring it to its perfection. It had been the constant 
theme of the prophets that what God had revealed to Abraham, 
Moses and the prophets was being deformed and neglected. Our 
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Lord placed himself in the tradition of the Law and the Prophets, and 
declared himself to be its fulfilment. In this sense he was indeed a 
new beginning. A characteristic of revealed religion had been that it 
involved a developing revelation. For instance, the revelation of the 
Messiah to come was a developing one. The Law and the Prophets 
was brought to new heights in Jesus Christ as part of a definitive and 
magnificent revelation. Beyond him God had nothing more to say, 
and in him was to be found the true understanding of what God had 
revealed to that point. 

The course of our Lord’s life, the vicissitudes that came upon 
him, the hostility he evoked, and, strangely, the ignorance of his 
opponents as to the nature of the Person with whom they were really 
dealing, shows how great was the need for a Guide in their 
understanding of Revelation. Our Lord’s opponents upheld the 
divine law of the Sabbath but insisted with deadly seriousness that on 
the Sabbath the hungry may not pick ears of corn to satisfy their 
hunger. Nor may the sick and the impaired be restored on the 
Sabbath. The Islamic terrorist thinks he is upholding the Law of 
Allah the one and only God — revealed, so he thinks, to Mahomet — 
by attacking the infidel and destroying him. Man clearly needs a 
Guide not only to dispel his moral and religious ignorance in the first 
place, but also to understand divine revelation once given. Christ 
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was that Guide in what God had revealed, just as he was also the 
fulfilment of divine revelation. Now, just as in the plan of God Israel 
needed the light of Jesus Christ to understand properly the revelation 
given to that point, so too do Christ’s faithful need an ongoing Guide 
to understand properly the fullness of Revelation as it is found in his 
person. That Guide is the divine Spirit given to the Apostles on the 
day our Lord rose from the dead, and to the infant Church at 
Pentecost. By means of the Holy Spirit, our Counsellor, Christ 
continues to guide us in all things pertaining to divine revelation. He 
continues this action in his body the Church. The Church, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, makes Christ the revelation of the Father present in 
the world generation after generation. Just as jealousy and many 
other sinful attitudes led very many to disregard and reject Christ as 
the Guide and fulfilment of revelation prior to his death and 
resurrection, so too the Church he founded is a sign of contradiction 
evoking the opposition of many. Just as Christ was disregarded and 
rejected, so too his Church is frequently disregarded and rejected — 
and in particular the one who stands at the head of the Church, the 
Successor of St Peter, Christ’s Vicar on earth. 

John Henry Newman once wrote that religion is essentially a 
matter of authority and obedience. He was countering a widespread 
tendency to make religion a matter of personal judgment — personal 
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interpretation. We see this tendency in the opposition to our Lord 
which evoked from him the utterances expressed in our Gospel 
today. Let us resolve to submit ourselves to the authority of Christ 
who is the fullness of all that God has revealed, and is its true 
interpretation. 
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Thursday of the tenth week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 18:41-46; Psalm 64; Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. You have 
heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment. ’ But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. 
Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the 
Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the 
fire of hell. Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and 
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there remember that your brother has something against you, leave 
your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 
your brother; then come and offer your gift. Settle matters quickly 
with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are 
still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown 
into prison. / tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have 
paid the last penny. (Matthew 5:20-26) 

Religion of the heart Our Lord has said — in the passage 
of the Sermon on the Mount prior to this passage for today — that he 
had come not to do away with the Law and the Prophets but to fulfil 
them. His purpose here is to spell out what this fulfilment means. 
The Pharisees and teachers of the Law were popularly regarded and 
presented themselves as embodiments of its proper and dutiful 
practice. Their practice of the Law was very obvious. St Matthew 
gives us some instances of the rules they observed. Before eating, 
they would ceremoniously wash their hands and arms even to the 
elbow as a sign of their intent on purity of life. But as our Lord said 
of them, their righteousness was but external, and therefore hollow. 
It did not fulfil the Law at all — what they observed were human 
regulations while they neglected the serious things of God. They 
relied on their own works rather than on faith in God and true 
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obedience to him. Of course, we must not imagine that all the 
Pharisees and teachers of the Law were like this, or at least not 
equally so. Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a leading Jew, genuinely 
sought the kingdom of God and was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly. 
So was Joseph of Arimathea. The impression we get of Gamaliel, a 
Pharisee and doctor of the Law (Acts 5: 34) is favourable though he 
was not a disciple. Apart from the Pharisees and teachers of the Law 
there were many persons of great holiness in Judaism. We merely 
have to think of Elizabeth and Zechariah, Simeon and Anna. Our 
Lord’s three friends, Martha and Mary and Lazarus, were 
undoubtedly on the way to holiness. The point, though, is that the 
Law of Moses and the teaching of the Prophets cried out for 
fulfilment still, and Christ had come to fulfil it in himself and to 
provide the grace for others to fulfil it also. Well then, what did the 
fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets entail? 

Above all, it involved a religion of the heart. For instance, the 
Law prohibited murder, of course. One of the Ten Commandments 
prohibits it. But the mere abstaining from murder did not constitute a 
fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets. Both the Law and the 
Prophets themselves make that clear. Our Lord goes much deeper. 
He speaks of what is going on in the heart of man. It is this which is 
involved in fulfilling the Law and the Prophets. “You have heard 
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that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject to judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone 
who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.'’’’ We must 
resist anger, and anger is liable to fill the heart of a person as he 
thinks of the injuries done to him in the past. Our Lord teaches that 
we must not consent to this, but rather must resist it. Apart from 
thoughts of anger, our Lord also prohibits words of anger, making 
clear that words of anger can reach the point of being the gravest of 
offences. “Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is 
answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool! ’ will 
be in danger of the fire of hell.” (Matthew 5:20-26) One can go 
through life observing the external laws of morality and faith and yet 
all the while, year after year, be deliberately angry with one’s 
fellows. “ First go and be reconciled to your brother ,” our Lord 
insists. Right to the end of life we can be unforgiving, and yet no 
one may know. If this happens we have failed in our observance of 
the Law of God, and we have certainly failed in our imitation of 
Christ. So the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets entails holiness 
of the heart and of all of life. It is above all the interior of a man that 
is the arena of religious life. Christ himself is the example that 
mankind has been given of the perfect fulfilment of the Law and the 
Prophets. Moreover, he has given to man access to the grace of God 
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enabling him to live a holy life according to the pattern explained by 
Christ in his Sermon on the Mount and exemplified in his own 
person. 

All this is to say that, for the Christian, the model is Christ 
himself. As St Paul wrote in one of his Letters, imitate me as I 
imitate Christ. Every day we ought to set out to follow Christ above 
all in our hearts. If we succeed in being truly charitable in our 
thoughts, followed up by trying to be charitable in our words, it will 
be so much easier to be charitable in our deeds. Every aspect of our 
lives must be subjected to the person and the Law of Christ. Let us 
do this then! 
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Friday of the tenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 19:9.11-16; Psalm 26; Matthew 5:27-32 

You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery. ’ But 
I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes 
you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 
one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your 
whole body to go into hell. It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces 
his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' But I tell you that 
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anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, 
causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the 
divorced woman commits adultery. (Matthew 5:27-32) 

Chastity Our passage here is part of the great sermon which 
St Matthew presents as an overview of our Lord’s teaching. It is 
given on the mountain and is in effect a proclamation of the New 
Law which fulfils and surpasses the Old. This Sermon on the Mount 
occupies three chapters of his Gospel, which is just as much space as 
that given to his passion, death and resurrection. His public ministry 
launched (chapter 4) with the opening call to repent and believe, our 
Lord summons his disciples and embarks on his public and itinerant 
mission. Then, with the multitudes and his disciples with him, our 
Lord ascends the Mountain to proclaim his word. God revealed his 
Law to Moses on the Mountain, and here our Lord is revealing the 
New Law on a new Mountain. In the Old Testament God had 
revealed himself progressively to the patriarchs, and then in a new 
way to Moses on the Mountain, followed by his ongoing revelation 
to the Prophets. This divine process reached its apogee in Jesus and 
his teaching. The point to notice is the authority our Lord assumes 
and manifests as he proclaims his New Law. “Tom have heard that it 
was said ” he repeatedly begins. He would appear to be referring to 
the entire ensemble of what had been handed down to the children of 
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Israel — the Ten Commandments together with what preceded it and 
what followed it. The Law and the Prophets together with the 
tradition in which this was conveyed and explained constituted what 
had been “said” and what his audience had “heard.” But now he was 
laying down a new law. The prophets did not speak like this, nor 
would Moses have dared to speak like this. Christ unhesitatingly 
spoke in this fashion, thus manifesting the unique authority he had. 
He was placing himself on the same level as the divine Source of the 
Old Law. With little wonder the people marvelled at the authority he 
displayed. In this respect he was perceived as not like the scribes — 
he spoke with authority! It was this that so aroused the jealousy of 
the leaders. Christ is conscious that he is the supreme teacher of 
mankind. 

That having been said, what in today’s Gospel does our Lord 
teach? To begin with, he teaches absolute chastity of thought and 
desire. This inner chastity must be guarded rigorously, allowing no 
quarter in the work of its protection. Consider our Lord’s dramatic 
words: “ You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery. ’ 
But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes 
you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 
one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 


- 1206 - 



hell" (Matthew 5:27-32). It is not sufficient to avoid adultery, which 
is one of the Ten Commandments. The proper fulfilment of that 
fundamental law is, in the sight of God, interior chastity. To consent 
to lustful thoughts is, in the sight of God, a most serious sin. It is 
adultery within the heart. It is possible, then, to fold one’s arms, as it 
were, close one’s eyes, and proceed by deliberate intention to 
commit a most serious mortal sin, which if not repented of, will lead 
to damnation. It is a sin of thought , committed within the secret 
recesses of one’s heart. Of course, many other sins of the mind and 
heart can be committed without anyone else ever knowing. A person 
who secretly turns away from God and Christ, knowingly choosing 
to reject the very existence of God and the claims of Christ, is 
committing a very serious sin of infidelity. That person has passed 
from belief to unbelief in the secret core of one’s heart and has done 
so by intent. One can consent to hatred in one’s heart towards 
another and refuse to forgive. These are serious secret sins. In our 
passage today our Lord commands inner chastity. Each person must 
guard his or her mind and heart against all impurity, rejecting such 
thoughts as they occur and guarding the senses against occasions that 
constitute temptation. Christ’s figurative imagery — not, of course, 
meant to be taken literally, is stark: “And if your right hand causes 
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you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.” There must be no consent to 
sin. 

Let us especially take to heart Christ’s divine and incomparable 
authority in all that relates to man’s moral and religious life. Christ 
is the teacher of man in respect to salvation. It is he who tells us 
what we must and must not do if we are to be saved. In our Gospel 
passage today he speaks of chastity and marriage. Let every person 
ponder on his teaching on chastity and resolve to live a life of inner 
chastity, chastity of mind and heart, understanding well that God sees 
and judges all, including and especially the most secret thoughts of 
man’s heart. 
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Saturday of the tenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, 
who call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is 
right, and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 19:19-21; Psalm 15; Matthew 5:33-37 

Jesus said to his disciples, Agcdn, you have heard that it was 
said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the 
oaths you have made to the Lord. ’ But I tell you, Do not swear at all: 
either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And 
do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hear white 
or black. Simply let your ‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes and your ‘No ‘No ’; 
anything beyond this conies from the evil one. (Matthew 5:33-37) 
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Christ-like speech In his Sermon on the Mount our Lord 
refers to the prohibitions stemming from the second of the Ten 
Commandments. That second commandment as expressed in 
Exodus 20:7 forbids all misuse of the name of Yahweh God. Our 
Lord expresses that commandment in his own terms. He says “Tow 
have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break 
your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord' .” That is to 
say, the second of the Ten Commandments forbids false oaths, an 
oath being swearing to take God as witness to what one affirms. As 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it, it is to invoke the 
truthfulness of God as a pledge of one’s own truthfulness. It engages 
the Lord’s name. The Old Testament allowed that, for a worthy 
reason and done in a way that honoured God, an oath could be taken 
in the name of God. As we read in Deuteronomy (6:32) u You shall 
fear the Lord your God; you shall serve him, and swear by his 
name." God the Creator and Lord is the norm of all truth, and human 
utterances are either in accord with or in opposition to God who is 
Truth itself. An oath worthy of the witness of God is truthful and 
legitimate, whereas a false oath calls on God to support, by his 
witness, a lie. A false oath is revealed to be a serious offence against 
the honour of God. A person commits perjury when he makes a 
promise under oath with no intention of keeping it, or when having 
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made it he refuses to keep it. This is manifestly to flout the honour 
of God in the sight of whom such a false and meaningless promise 
was made. The divine prohibition against all false oaths and perjury 
is a prohibition against all disrespect for the being of God. His name 
is to be honoured by men in their speech and nothing is to be said 
that impugns his utter truthfulness and moral goodness. This was the 
commandment of the Old Law and our Lord now proceeds to 
indicate that its true fulfilment involved surpassing its customary 
practice to that point. 

As with other commandments of the Old Law, our Lord begins 
by reminding his audience what they knew had been told to the 
people long ago. False oaths were prohibited by divine command. 
But now our Lord lays down his Law, not one that sets aside what 
they had been told already, but rather one that reveals its true 
meaning and intent. “7 tell you, Do not swear at all: either by 
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not 
swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or 
black. Simply let your ‘Yes’be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’; anything 
beyond this comes from the evil one ” (Matthew 5:33-37). The 
tradition of the Church has understood Christ’s words as not 
excluding oaths made for grave and right reasons (as, for example, in 
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court). In St Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians (1:23) he himself 
takes an oath. “fiy my life, I call God to witness that the reason why 
I did not come to Corinth after cdl was to spare your feelings.” This 
is one example among many that could be given of the necessity of 
interpreting particular sayings in the Gospels and in the New 
Testament in the light of the Tradition of the Church. God’s 
revelation comes to us in two interrelated channels, inspired 
Scripture and the Church’s Tradition. In light of the Church’s 
Tradition, the meaning of this dictum by Christ is that an oath can be 
taken, but only in truth and for right and grave reasons. What our 
Lord teaches in our Gospel passage today is that in all we say we 
ought to be profoundly truthful. Our mere yes or no ought be such 
that it is just as true and reliable as if it were said under oath because 
God is indeed our constant witness. All that we say is said in his 
presence and so, as our Lord commands, “ Simply let your Yes be Yes 
and your No be No.” If our speech does not have this truthfulness 
then the sin which the Evil One so wishes to ferment is at work. This 
is the practical bearing of our Lord’s words today. Speak with utter 
simplicity and unwavering integrity. 

In all of this Christ himself is our model as he is in everything. 
Consider the speech of Christ and the luminous and constant 
truthfulness that always marked it. There was one occasion when 
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our Lord was commanded to take an oath. When standing before the 
high priest during his trial he refused to address the conflicting 
charges being brought against him. Finally the high priest abjured 
him to answer the following question. Was he the Messiah, the Son 
of the Living God? At this Christ spoke. He was indeed. It was the 
solemn moment and our Lord bore the highest possible witness to the 
truth about himself. He went to his death — to which he freely 
submitted — bearing witness to this truth. Let Christ be our model 
in unwavering truthfulness. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2ISO- 
2155 (Taking the Name of the Lord in Vain) 

-- 
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Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 17:22-24; Psalm 91; 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said, This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
All by itself the soil produces corn—first the stalk, then the ear, then 
the full grain in the ear. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come. Again he said, What shall 
we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you 
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plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the 
largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of 
the air can perch in its shade. With many similar parables Jesus 
spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did 
not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. (Mark 4: 26- 
34) 


The Kingdom If you sit down and watch a plant you will 
not see it growing. Neither will you see it growing even if you sit 
there watching it for hours or days or even, let us imagine, weeks. Its 
growth is imperceptible, yet (provided it is watered and cared for) it 
is growing all the time. But if you were to look at it carefully for a 
few moments, leave it, and then return to see it two months later, you 
would then notice that it had indeed been growing. You would be 
impressed with the power of life within it, of which you now have 
direct evidence. The growth of living things can be astonishing. Let 
us imagine two classmates in primary school, who then both part on 
their separate ways. Twenty five years later they meet again, and 
how they have both changed! The principle of growth within each of 
them has wrought its amazing changes, not only physical but in 
character. The one person, let us say, is on the way to canonizable 
sanctity, the other on the path of spiritual and moral decline. The 
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most stunning growth in the world is the growth in personal holiness. 
Consider the saint at the end of his course in life. He loves God 
earnestly and has acquired a heroic degree of virtue. He is so very, 
very good. The drama of virtue began early in his life when he made 
certain childhood or adolescent choices. Let us say his childhood 
was very much that of the average child of a moderately religious 
family. At fifteen he undergoes a religious conversion, and Jesus 
Christ is accepted in heartfelt manner as Son of God and Saviour. 
His teaching is embraced and the real story of the newly-converted 
one now begins. Let us fast-forward to the last day of his long life 
and we find he is filled with love for God and a Christ-like disgust 
with sin. He has become, in his mind and spirit, like unto Christ — 
and this has been, we know, due to the power of grace. He has 
sought the grace of God and has lived in submission to its 
promptings. His sanctity is not the product of chance. Grace has 
been its architect, and years later he is beatified by the Pope of the 
day. But how different has been the story of his brother who lost his 
faith and ended in agnosticism. He made no effort to live in God’s 
grace. 

Grace is the unseen engine of holiness and of God’s purposes 
for our redemption. It is the action of the Holy Spirit among men, 
God’s agent of spiritual change. It is the life of the Kingdom. A 
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young priest full of zeal for souls has within him a sense that there is 
a work of grace ahead. He has a work to do for God and his Church. 
The day comes, light dawns, and the way ahead for him is clear. He 
knows what he must do and he sets about the doing of it. It is his 
life’s work — but he knows that for it to succeed he must not only 
himself live by grace, but must depend on it for the flourishing of the 
work ahead. His life is intense, busy and filled with the romance of 
love. He loves Jesus Christ and his Church, and due to the power of 
grace not only does he become a saint but the work to which he 
dedicates his life flourishes. Grace has done it again. It is the 
principle of that growth that takes things from here into an eternity 
with God. In our Gospel today (Mark 4: 26-34), our Lord speaks of 
the Kingdom of God which was the subject of his constant 
preaching. The Kingdom of God was none other than the rule of 
God among men, long predicted and now present. Where was it 
present? It was present in the person of Jesus Christ. We enter this 
Kingdom by entering into union with Jesus Christ and share in his 
life by the gift of the Holy Spirit. All of this inestimable benefit is 
available to us through membership in his Church. Therein do we 
find the grace that is the life of this Kingdom. By entering into union 
with Jesus Christ by grace, a great principle of heavenly change 
begins its work within our souls, and the soul led by grace becomes 
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an instrument of God’s purposes for the Church and the world. This 
is entry into and life within the Kingdom. It is the work of grace. In 
our Gospel today our Lord speaks of the unceasing work of spiritual 
growth going on in the hearts of those united to him, and through 
them in the Church and the world. Night and day it continues, 
“though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces corn — 
first the stalk, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. As soon as 
the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come." When we live in grace, we are onto something truly 
wonderful. 

The only ultimate tragedy is if we miss out on attaining 
sanctity. This is the one thing necessary. Come rack, come rope, it 
is this that matters. It is attainable, whatever be the circumstances of 
life — indeed, the circumstances that come our way are permitted by 
God as the means, provided by him, to attain our true life’s goal. 
You look back on those years with anger? Unjust, were they? But 
through them all God and his grace was leading you on. He will 
bring you home. Pray that he will! Grace is his instrument, and with 
it all is possible in respect to the one thing necessary. 

-<b»©«d>- 
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Monday of the eleventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 

have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : I Kings 21:1-16; Psalm 5; Matthew 5:38-42 

Jesus said, You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and 
tooth for tooth. ’ But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If 
someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have 
your cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with 
him two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away 
from the one who wants to borrow from you. (Matthew 5:38-42) 
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Forgiveness There is an old dictum expressing a law of 
physics. It is that, all things being equal, to every action there is an 
equal and opposite reaction . If you hit a ball with a bat, the action of 
the ball will be equal and opposite to that of the bat. The harder you 
hit it, the further it will go. This law of physical reaction is often 
applied to human reactions. If you offend a person with abusive talk, 
you will get back abusive talk in return. The reaction will be equal 
and opposite. The fact is that very often — even more often than not 
— this is a true dictum when applied even to whole societies. If a 
society is attacked in anger, the response by that society will likewise 
be one of anger. Thus violence grows with war solving nothing. I 
once saw a movie of an inter-family feud. The disagreement began 
small but grew to great proportions. One injury led to an injury 
being inflicted by the other. The final scene involved a shocking 
bare-handed duel to the death between a representative of each of the 
two families, with it being agreed that the upshot would resolve the 
feud. This violent ending solved nothing. Its only legacy was 
enduring suffering. Our Lord refers to the law of Hebrew society 
sanctioned by Scripture: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. It expresses 
the normal law of punishment fitting the crime and in this way 
ensuring that crime has a proper deterrent. But our Lord here in the 
Sermon on the Mount is giving the details of a new law for each man 
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and woman. It is a law of love, a love that God wishes to see grow in 
us, shaping our hearts in the likeness of the heart of Christ. And so 
our Lord tells us that our response to violence ought be one of love 
and not hate. This is, as we might put it, a tall order but that is the 
practical ideal that our Lord is requiring of his disciples. We are to 
love with all our hearts and this love is to be extended even to our 
enemies. As with others of our Lord’s commands, we are not to take 
some of his words literally. He himself resisted those who were evil. 
He drove out the money changers from the Temple and he routed the 
leaders in debate, resisting their pretensions. Our Lord is speaking, 
rather, of the spirit which ought to fill our hearts. 

In his Sermon on the Mount our Lord is promulgating his law 
of love. He is commanding that we work at filling our hearts with 
love, a love that is after the manner of his love. He is asking that we 
become his disciples not just in external behaviour, but in what is 
going on in our minds and hearts. St Paul wrote that we are to “let 
this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus." The challenge of life is 
that of love. The great task ahead of everyone is to love all, despite 
the lack of love shown by very many in return. We are to love even 
our enemies and those who injure us. That is the meaning of what 
our Lord says in our Gospel passage today: “ But I tell you, Do not 
resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn 
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to him the other also. And if someone wants to sue you and take your 
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If someone forces you to go 
one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and 
do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you ” 
(Matthew 5:38-42). Our Lord is not meaning to lay down specific 
details of concrete behaviour for every conceivable situation. He is, 
rather, laying down a spirit which he expects to inform all concrete 
behaviour, especially by his disciples. The aggressor is to be resisted 
but in that spirit of love which filled the heart of Christ. Our Lord is 
asking that a new civilization be built, a civilization of love. This is 
the expression Pope Paul VI used so often in speaking of the kind of 
society God wants man to build. It is not to be a civilization of 
self-interest and of revenge but of love. Each individual has a hand 
in building this. Love is to be the highest value and its exemplar is 
Jesus Christ. So let us think through this sublime programme in 
practical terms, and become more aware of how limited is the love in 
our hearts. Becoming thus aware of this, let us take steps to replace 
it with the love of Christ. This is a truly possible ideal but only with 
the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Let us aim to have forgiven absolutely everyone by the time 
our passing from this life arrives. Let us aim to love all those who do 
not love us and who have injured us in any way. Let us answer evil 
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with good. This is the strong man, the man of true strength! It does 
not require any great strength to be angry with the one who has 
caused us some injury. It does require great strength to love him. 
For this we need the example and the grace of Christ. Let us aim for 
this every day, then, knowing that in heaven we shall love the one 
who has injured us and be filled with joy to be with him forever in 
heaven. We shall not be admitted there till we do just this. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the eleventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 

have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 21:17-29; Psalm 50; Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said, You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love 
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be 
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perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 
5:43-48) 

Be perfect! I once read of a young English youth, Julian 
Watts-Russell, who in 1863 volunteered to serve with the Papal 
Zouaves, a military force dedicated to defending the person of the 
Pope during the revolutionary turbulence led by Garibaldi in Italy. 
As a soldier he was outstanding for his prayer and piety. In battle 
against the Piedmontese forces at Mentana on 2 November 1867 just 
outside Rome, Julian displayed great courage and a silent charity. 
Every time he loaded his gun he said a silent and sincere prayer — a 
Hail Mary — for the one who would be brought down by his bullet. 
He himself died in the battle. He strove to love those who were 
acting in the capacity of an enemy. I once attended a talk given by 
an Anglican girl. She told us how, when she came to see that Christ 
demanded of his disciples that they love everyone, she recognized 
that she would need the grace of God to do this so she resolved to 
partake of the Eucharist very regularly in order to gain this grace. 
She understood that Christian discipleship revolved around a life of 
love, including love for those who did not love her. I remember 
watching a television programme of a couple who had a most 
seriously handicapped child. The child was deformed almost beyond 
recognition and was utterly helpless. The notable thing was how 
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much the parents loved that child. They dedicated their lives to the 
child’s care and manifested a heroic love for him. It was an 
unforgettable film clip and offered an outstanding example of love 
and of the fulfilment of duty to all those who think that the sensible 
thing to do is to abort the physically handicapped before they are 
born. Christ says that whatever we do to the least he regards as 
having been done to him. However, there is this to say. Christ does 
not only say we are bound to help and to reverence those in need — 
such as the physically handicapped child. We must actually love our 
enemies. This is one of the signal proofs of a truly Christian spirit. 

Read between the lines of the Gospel. Our Lord is consumed 
with desire to do good to the House of Israel. He goes about 
everywhere, city, town, village and farm, healing, preaching, 
instructing, bringing the good news of the Kingdom to all. He 
wishes to save all by bringing them to trust in his person and 
teaching. Yet there is constant and mounting hostility on the part of 
the influential section of the leaders, especially the Temple 
aristocracy. They are on the hunt for him and are determined to do 
away with him. There is danger and opposition. A remarkable 
feature of the Gospel account is the calmness with which our Lord 
lives with this. We do not see a mounting anger against his enemies, 
any species of hate. There is distress in him, but not hate. There is 
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only love, and on the cross one of his dying prayers was that his 
heavenly Father forgive what they had done because they did not 
know what they were doing. That is to say, Christ appealed to his 
heavenly Father that he forgive his enemies for they had been blind 
— culpably so, yes, blinded by their own sin, yes, but blind 
nevertheless. We may presume that Christ’s prayer on behalf of his 
enemies was powerful and fruitful. The point here, though, is that in 
Christ not only do we have the great teacher of mankind lighting up 
for us by his teaching the way of love, but one who shows us what it 
means in practice. We are to love our enemies, do them good and 
forgive their offences against us (Matthew 5:43-48). The perfection 
of love lies in that direction. We must strive to be like our Lord in 
doing good to those who hurt us and in forgiving them from the 
heart. On one occasion our Lord told the parable of the king who 
forgave his servant an astronomical sum of money. That servant 
went out and dealt harshly with a debtor of his. Thereupon the king 
threw his servant into prison till he paid his debt. That , our Lord 
concluded, is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you 
each forgive your brother from your heart. We must forgive those 
who act as our enemies, and forgive from the heart. 

Let us resolve to work at the growth of love in our hearts, not 
any kind of love after any kind of model. It is the love of Christ 
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which we must strive to cultivate, and our goal ought to be the 
perfection of this love. It includes the love of enemies. Be perfect , 
our Lord tells us in our Gospel today, just as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. Let us make this the grand project of our lives, knowing that 
all that will matter when we come to depart this life will be the 
degree of Christ-like love that fills our hearts and which we take with 
us to meet our Judge. 
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Wednesday of the eleventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 

have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 2:1.6-14; Psalm 30; Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 

Jesus said, Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness ’ 
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and on the streets, to be honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not be like 
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the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and 
on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. When 
you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure 
their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that 
you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 
6: 1-6.16-18) 

Holy Scripture The meaning of our Lord’s words in this 
Gospel passage (Matthew 6: 1-6.16-18) is plain. All that we do in 
our religious life we ought to do for the honour and glory of God and 
not just to gain the praise of men. Let us consider, though, a detail in 
the passage that relates to a different issue — the issue being how we 
are to read, interpret and understand the Scriptures. Take our Lord’s 
turn of phrase, do not let your left hand know what your right is 
doing. When we give to the needy with one hand, we ought not to let 
the other hand know what the hand that is giving the alms is doing. 
It is obvious that this wording is just an expression, a metaphor that 
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conveys the point that what we do for the poor ought to be done with 
intention of pleasing God alone. It would be absurd to think that, 
because the Scriptures are inspired, our Lord means us to take 
literally what he says of the right hand and the left. Again, our Lord 
says that we ought to perform our practices of piety away from the 
gaze and knowledge of men so as not to court their praise for our 
piety. When you pray, our Lord says, do so behind a closed door and 
then your Father will reward you. As with the image of the left hand 
not knowing what the right is doing, the image of the closed door is 
essentially a metaphor. We may indeed pray in our closed room and 
this may in fact be our preferred place of personal prayer, but that is 
not our Lord’s real point. What he is insisting on, and which he 
drives home by using the image of praying behind the closed door, is 
that we ought to pray with the intention of pleasing God and not in 
order to gain the admiration of men. We may also observe that we 
shall be less tempted to seek the praise of men if we do so out of 
their sight — meaning, in a way that is not singular and likely to 
attract their attention. For instance, every Sunday the Catholic is 
obliged to attend holy Mass. It is part of his fulfilment of the third 
commandment. He prays, not in his private room behind closed 
doors, but in the presence of others and with them. But even here he 
ought not to be singular, rather he ought submerge himself in the 
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Church’s liturgical prayer and action. Singularity opens the door to 
vainglory. 

In referring to our Lord’s modes of expression here, I am 
raising the issue of our interpretation of the meaning of the 
Scriptures. All of Scripture is inspired and hence the Scriptures are 
the most prized book in the Church’s possession. The Church 
constantly appeals to the Scriptures in teaching her members. We 
notice in the Gospels how highly our Lord himself regarded the 
Scriptures. He appealed to them in instructing his disciples, in his 
combats with the leaders of the Jews, and even in dealing with Satan. 
For instance, during his temptations in the desert prior to 
commencing his public ministry, our Lord appealed to the Scriptures. 
It is written , he said to Satan, you shall not tempt the Lord your God. 
He told Satan that man does not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God. However — and this is the 
point I make here — we must know how to interpret the Scriptures. 
For instance, there have been those who, reading the Scriptures, 
interpret them to support their contention that Jesus is not divine. 
They take something our Lord says — such as that no one but the 
Father knows when the Last Day will come, or that places at his right 
and left are not his to grant, or that the Father is greater than he, or 
that no-one is good but God alone — and interpret it according to 
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their chosen position. In authoring the Scriptures, God made use of 
human instruments. The inspired text that resulted must be 
interpreted with this very human dimension being borne in mind. 
Our Lord himself used metaphors and modes of speech. They must 
be interpreted. The immediate and broader context too must be 
borne in mind. That context includes the meaning of, say, the entire 
passage or the whole chapter; indeed it includes the general teaching 
of the entire corpus of the Scriptures. Most importantly it includes 
the authoritative Tradition of the Church and her formal teaching. 
All of these contexts are the arena of the action of the Holy Spirit, 
who is the Author of the Scriptures. 

In a word, we must read the Scriptures with the mind of Christ. 
It is his teaching, including his teaching on the Scriptures, which 
must shape our minds as his disciples. Furthermore, if we are to 
have the mind of Christ in reading and interpreting the Scriptures we 
must think with the Church, his body. If we are to think with the 
Church we must accept and enter into the Church’s teaching on 
Christ and the Scriptures generally. This is the context in which the 
Scriptures are to be read and understood. On this basis will they 
convey to us the light of God. 
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Thursday of the eleventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 

have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 48:1-15; Psalm 96; Matthew 6:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples, And when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him. This, then, is how you should pray: 
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. ’ For 
if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father 
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will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:7-15) 

Christ on Prayer In his Sermon on the Mount, from which 
our Gospel passage today is drawn, our Lord speaks on the 
fundamental matter of prayer. To this point in his Sermon, our Lord 
has contrasted his new Law with the Old and has warned against 
distortions of the practice of God’s Law — as do the hypocrites. But 
here he warns them against being like the pagans. When you pray, 
do not babble on in empty fashion after the manner of the pagans, he 
warns. This passing observation made by Christ, incidentally, may 
be of interest to the student of comparative religion. Our Lord says 
that at least much of pagan prayer was vainly repetitious. What was 
behind this babble? “ They think they will be heard because of their 
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him." They imagined God to be far off, knowing 
little of their concerns and perhaps caring less. The distance of God 
from man is indeed a feature of much of human thought and religion. 
In many primal religions the creator withdraws and leaves the scene 
to lesser spirits. Islam is dependent in many respects on Judaic 
revelation, but it has a most marked emphasis on the transcendence 
of God. Man tends to think of God as very distant and I suppose this 
is natural because we do not see him. Nor do we usually see divine 
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activity outside of the ordinary course of creation. The pagan prays, 
just as the Christian will. But the pagan tends to regard God as very 
distant, unaware of his needs, and somewhat unconcerned. We too 
can find ourselves praying in this fashion if we do not imbue 
ourselves with the spirit of God’s revelation of himself in history. 
God has revealed himself to be very near. He is God-with-us. Of 
course, even on philosophical grounds the nearness of God can be 
perceived. Only God can create and sustain being and hence where 
there is created being, God is immediately present creatively 
sustaining his creature. This immanent creative act of the 
transcendent God, though, can easily be missed. It is easy to look on 
God as very distant. 

So when we pray, let us not pray as those pray who do not have 
the blessing of revelation. God is indeed distant in the sense of 
transcendent but he is not distant in the sense that he does not really 
know us. He knows us because everything about us (except for sin) 
he is continually sustaining with his almighty hand. This creative 
action places him nearer to us than we are, in terms of awareness, to 
ourselves. Moreover, Christ dwells within us if we are in the state of 
grace, and where Christ is, the Father and the Holy Spirit also are. 
God the most holy Trinity dwells in the soul that is in the state of 
grace. So he knows what we need before we ask him. In all our 
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prayer we ought to be filled with this faith. Many words will not be 
necessary. Let us notice, though, that our Lord does not say that no 
words are ever necessary — he says that many words are not 
necessary. In fact, he gives us some words to use. In our Lord’s 
own practice of prayer to his heavenly Father he used some words. 
Some of his prayers are given to us in the Gospels. 1 thank you, 
Father, for having hidden these things from the wise and clever and 
revealed them to little ones. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased 
you to do. Again — Father I thank you for hearing my prayer. I 
know that you always hear my prayer. Again — Father, let this cup 
be taken away from me, but not as I will but as you will. Or again — 
Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing. 
Again — Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. Our Lord 
used words when he prayed — not necessarily always, but certainly 
at times. He actually gave us a prayer to use. It is the Lord’s Prayer 
and so the words he gives us to pray we ought treasure all our lives. 
It is the principal thing in our Gospel today (Matthew 6:7-15). The 
Lord’s Prayer is strikingly simple and brief. Were it not for the fact 
that the Lord himself gave it to us I suspect history would have 
ignored it. Having come from the Lord, it is the outstanding model 
of all prayer and the Church has enshrined it in her liturgy, in her 
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teaching, in her practice and in her catechisms. It summarises the 
scope of prayer and we may aspire to die with it on our lips. 

Let us resolve to work at growing in a life of genuine prayer. It 
is like a life of love — it has to be worked at. It does not deepen just 
automatically. It may remain on something of a plateau, but if there 
is no advance it will begin to recede. We must work on the practice 
of living in the presence of God, especially in times we give to 
prayer. Being in his presence, we must believe what he has revealed. 
He is our Father and he dwells within us in the fullness of his triune 
life. He knows what we need before we ask him, but he wants us to 
ask him nevertheless. Let us do so, then, and make prayer including 
the prayer of petition the heart and soul of our daily life. 

-- 
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Friday of the eleventh week in Ordinary time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 

have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Psalm 132:11-14, 17-18; 

Matthew 6:19-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
cdso. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your 
whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole 
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body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness! (Matthew 6:19-23) 

Treasure in heaven As we gaze out on the world before us, 
we are struck by the spectacle of movement, change and action. The 
world and its inhabitants constitute a cauldron of activity. The insect 
and animal world are ever busy, doing what instinct requires and 
then sinking into their assigned oblivion. What is especially 
fascinating is the vast arena of human work. While all other things, 
living and non-living, are engaged in forms of activity, man lives and 
expends himself in and for his “work.” He has a “work” ahead of 
him and the challenge is to know and dedicate himself to his proper 
“work” in life. It is a blessing to find one’s “work” in life, and 
something of a pity, even a tragedy, if a person does not. The 
“work” of life is precisely to do good work, and not to mistake “good 
work” with work that merely wins the acclaim of men, or work that 
feeds one’s self-importance, or work that does little more than cater 
for one’s own preferences. There are two opposite types — there is 
the saint who consumes himself in his good work, and there is the 
tragic figure who consumes himself in his bad work. The critical 
factor is the motive that inspires and drives the work. What or who 
is one working for? — that is the question. Napoleon Bonaparte was 
consumed in his work — he worked enormously long hours, and his 
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motive was to be master of Europe, and beyond. He was able for 
long periods to work an eighteen to twenty hour day, and when 
necessary for up to three days without rest. What drove this? His 
motives drove him. The uncle of Pope Benedict’s father was a priest 
of the same name as Pope Benedict’s brother: Georg Ratzinger. I 
have read that in a 1985 anthology of Bavarian biography, Georg 
Ratzinger, the grand-uncle of the Pope, made the list of the 1,000 
most important Bavarian personalities of the past 1,500 years. 
Ordained to the priesthood in 1867, he studied theology at the 
University of Munich, where he won a prize for his dissertation on 
the church’s care for the poor. He gained his doctorate in theology 
and became consumed with a desire to improve social conditions 
through political action. Social improvement was his driving motive. 
He requested and received laicization from the priesthood in 1888, in 
the middle of what had become a highly successful run as a politician 
and legislator. The last decade of his life (he died 1899) was given 
over to work as a tough and powerful politician. What drove him 
were his motives. 

Let us consider, then, the matter of our motives , because it is 
this of which our Lord speaks in today’s Gospel. “ Jesus said to his 
disciples: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steed. But 
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store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do 
not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also ” (Matthew 6:19-23). 
Our Lord is telling us that our true motive for all that we do is what 
will stand the test not merely of this life but of eternity. Store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven , he says. What does this mean? Karl 
Marx thought that religion encouraged people to think of the pie in 
the sky, and to forget about the pie that had to be eaten here and now. 
That is to say, it encouraged people to rest in the thought of a 
phantom reality, to take their delight and consolation in the thought 
that in the next world all will be well and delightful, and to neglect 
their responsibility to improve this world and to make it fruitful for 
the needy masses. This was particularly regrettable, he thought, in 
view of the fact that religious hopes were not merely a distraction 
from the concrete task at hand, but were an illusion anyway. God is 
an illusion. So Jesus of Nazareth had no business encouraging 
people to store up treasures not on earth where moth and rust destroy, 
but in heaven. He made of religion an opiate of the people. But 
Marx, of course, missed the point. By “storing up treasures in 
heaven” Christ meant fulfilling the will of God our Father. At the 
day of Judgment, the books will be opened, and the divine Judge will 
pronounce his word of reward or punishment. It will all hinge on 
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whether we have done his will in our everyday life. This is to be the 
motive for all our actions. Everything turns on the motive: are we 
seeking to do God’s will, or are we seeking to do our own will, or the 
will of those who will be judged by God anyway? God wants us to 
serve our brothers and sisters in their need for love of him, and see 
in them his children. He will condemn us if we neglect them, but he 
wants us to do everything as his friends. The thought of God has 
inspired the greatest commitment to alleviating pain, suffering and 
poverty in this world — far more than any Marxist can show. 
Consider Blessed (Mother) Teresa, St Vincent de Paul, and so many 
others who have followed Christ with loving enthusiasm. 

Our work in life turns on our motive, and the motive must be to 
seek to know God’s will, and to do it for love of him. This applies to 
each of us, whether we be politician, businessman, priest, or street 
cleaner. When one thinks of it, if a person is imbued with the 
thought of an eternity in heaven, the motive of gaining such a prize 
ought to be a tremendous spur to constant and good work. Whatever 
we do for the least important person Christ will regard as having 
been done for him. He wishes us to recognize him in our neighbour. 
It is thus that we seek, as we should, our treasure in heaven. 

-- 
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Saturday of the eleventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 

have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O 
God, my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear 
our pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant 
us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Chronicles 24:17-25; Psalm 88; Matthew 6:24-34 

Jesus said to his disciples: No-one can serve two masters. 
Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
Money. Therefore 1 tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more important than food, and the body more important than 
clothes? Look at the birds of the car; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more vcduable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a 
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single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See 
how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one 
of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat? ’ or ‘What shall we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (Matthew 
6:24-34) 

To him the glory Once, in a comment on a Gospel passage, 
I had reason to mention a lecture I once attended at Sydney 
University. It was in the School of Religious Studies and the lecturer 
was an Indian of Parsee religion. That is to say, he was a Zoroastian. 
His subject was the nature of religion, and he stated that he regarded 
religion as a technology. By this he meant that religion with its myth 
and ritual is a structured way or art of gaining certain benefits. I 
think he was a committed Parsee, and he certainly was an academic 
student of religion, reflecting much of the secular academic 
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perspective on religion. The issue is not the truth of religion and of 
its Object, but how man acts in his religious activity. While I would 
not accept his summation of the meaning of religion in the life of an 
individual or a society, perhaps he was correct if he meant that this is 
what religion usually or often is in the lives of many. Now, it is a 
brave man who pronounces confidently on the broad spectrum of the 
religions of man. However, it would not surprise me at all were it to 
be demonstrated that most people and societies practised religion in 
order to gain various benefits, or to avoid threats. That is, that the 
driving power of much religious activity is not the worship of an 
objective Reality but personal gain, some advantage, or the 
avoidance of threats. Indeed, this may be almost universal in the 
early stages of a religious life. Cardinal Newman once wrote in a 
letter to a friend that the first principle of religion is the thought of a 
judgment as found in the feeling of the conscience. This thought of a 
judgment raises the mind and heart to the Divine Judge. Our friend, 
the Parsee scholar, would probably regard this as one of the forms of 
the “technology” that is religion. It is a way of managing the unseen 
world now and to come, such that man is advantaged rather than left 
embarrassed and inconvenienced. Of course, our Zoroastrian takes 
his point too far — if only because he forgets the stream of holy 
persons who represent true religion. There are numerous persons 
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who go well beyond personal advantage in religion to a life of love, 
trust and service of the great God beyond. 

This brings us to our Gospel passage today. I have mentioned 
the academic study of religion. In our passage today, Jesus Christ 
has something to say about a typical “pagan” approach to religion 
and prayer, and how it contrasts with that of one steeped in the 
Revealed Religion. Our Lord is warning against a religion that is 
driven by concern for temporal, passing needs and which spends 
itself in clamouring for God’s assistance in meeting them. If this is 
one’s religion, the question will be, who is one really serving? God 
or Mammon? Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Tow cannot serve both God 
and Money. Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear." As 
we look at the broad sweep of religious life as it pervades societies 
and nations over the aeons, we may agree with the Parsee that much 
of it is the art of gaining benefits from the powers above. It is driven 
by the concerns of a very materially-minded life. Our Lord 
continues, “For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own" 
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(Matthew 6:24-34). What, then, is the crux of the difference between 
revealed religion and much of the religion of mankind? This is a very 
hard question to answer, and if an answer is proposed it is probably 
impossible to prove. However, surely very close to the answer is the 
fact that revealed religion involves the intervention of a God of love. 
God has intervened in history to reveal that he is a God of boundless 
love. He loves man and has chosen him for friendship with himself. 
This is a very new thing in religion. Many things flow from it. God 
is ever so close to man, and is a Father to him, knowing his every 
need, and having a destiny for him far more glorious than anything 
this broken world can offer. Hence man can trust him completely. 
The one thing man must do is live in God’s friendship by doing his 
will — that is, by being righteous before him. 

God wants us to petition him for all our needs — that is, all 
those needs the satisfaction of which will be according to his will. 
But in everything we should know and realize that we are in the 
hands of a God of fatherly love, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
God of our life now and forever. “ Look at the birds of the air; they 
do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?" 
This we should know, and act upon. Our religion ought to have as its 
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principal business accepting God’s rule, his kingship, and rendering 
to him all honour and glory. To him be the glory, now and forever! 

-- 
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 
his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 38:1, 8-11; Psalm 107:23-26, 28-31; 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, Let us 
go over to the other side. Leaving the crowd behind, they took him 
along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with 
him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so 
that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a 
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, Teacher, don ’t you 
care if we drown ? He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the 
waves, Quiet! Be still! Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm. He said to his disciples, Why are you so afraid? 
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Do you still have no faith? They were terrified and asked each other, 
Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey hind. (Mark 4:35-41) 

The passions of man In April 1887 the Catholic historian, 
Lord John Acton, wrote in a letter to the Anglican historian and 
bishop of London, Mandell Creighton, that “Power tends to corrupt, 
and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost 
always bad men.” Presumably he was aware of the obvious 
exceptions to this — saints who were great popes and great civil 
rulers. But that was his generalization as a Catholic historian writing 
to an Anglican historian. Very often in history, great power has 
resided without checks in the hands of individuals. The result has 
been catastrophic for many people. Consider Adolf Hitler who 
gained great power in Germany during the 1930s. Consider the 
power over Russia wielded by Joseph Stalin. But consider again 
what it was that caused the evil that resulted. It was not the mere 
possession of great power. It was the fact that this great power was 
used in a way subject not to moral principles, but to unprincipled 
passions. One of the constant springs of religion in the life of man is 
his own powerlessness in the face of threats. He lacks the power to 
protect himself and to assure his own flourishing in the face of 
menacing evils. So he turns to the powers above and asks them to 
come to his aid. He needs the aid of heavenly power to help him live 
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and flourish in the face of evil, harm and death. He understands that 
God is good and, that being the case, he is glad that God is 
all-powerful. So power as such is a good thing. So is absolute 
power. This is shown in divine power. Power corrupts to the degree 
that the one who possesses it is corrupt, and he will be corrupt if his 
natural passions and appetites are not subject to objective moral 
principle. As our Lord said, it is not what comes into a man that 
defiles him, but what comes out of his heart. I make this general 
point in order to illustrate the fundamental issue in what we might 
call our passions or natural appetites. The fundamental imperative in 
respect to our natural passions is that objective moral principle, 
which is to say virtue and goodness, must reign in man’s life. If 
man’s natural passions are subject to and incorporated into a life of 
virtue, all will be well. If his natural appetites dominate his life, all 
that comes his way, including his use of power, will be corrupted. 
We need to be very aware of our natural passions and of the duty to 
integrate them into a life of objective virtue and moral principle. Our 
natural tendencies must become virtuous. 

Our Gospel today (Mark 4:35-41) describes the fury of the 
storm pounding on the boat in which the disciples were struggling for 
their lives. Let that be an image of the passions in man when they 
are unprincipled. They cause havoc and harm. Christ rises and 
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commands the storm, and all is quiet. The great power of the sea is 
subject to his command. Let that be an image of the subjection of 
man’s natural appetites to what is objectively right and good. Man’s 
passions are his instinctive and natural desires that incline him to act 
or not to act in view of an apparent good. These instinctive desires 
are love and hatred, desire and fear, joy, sadness and anger. Its chief 
is love which is man’s attraction to what he perceives as good even if 
this is only an apparent good. It may actually be a great evil. A 
crime appears to him as good under a certain distorted aspect, and he 
forms a passionate desire for that apparent good. This passion for it 
that now rules him becomes the source of his doing what is 
objectively a great evil. Alternatively, a person contemplates the 
person of Christ and forms a passionate love for him. He becomes 
passionate in his dedication to Christ and his teaching and this ruling 
passion becomes the source of his doing great good. Our passions, 
insofar as they are movements of our instinctive appetites, are neither 
good nor bad in themselves. They are good when they contribute to 
good actions and they are evil in the opposite case. They can be 
taken up into the virtues and as a result they will give power and 
strength to those virtues. Alternatively, they can become part of 
vices and give power and strength to those vices. We ought to 
recognize the passions we have and the particular way in which they 
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tend to act in our personal life. The particular bent or direction the 
passions tend to take will vary from person to person, and each 
person must cultivate the self knowledge to be able to know and 
control his instinctive passions. He must subject his passions to his 
sense of what is right and good and integrate them into his abiding 
and daily goal of personal sanctity — which is to say the daily 
following of Christ. We must aim to be passionately in love with 
God, and passionately against all deliberate sin. That is the purpose 
of our passions. 

Let us pray to the Holy Spirit that he will give us a true 
self-knowledge and at the same time a great desire to love God with 
all our hearts and to show this love by our obedience to his will. Our 
God-given passions will help or hinder this great ideal, depending on 
how successfully we subject them to a rightly formed conscience. A 
rightly formed conscience is one that is itself subject to the objective 
law of God as it is expressed in God’s Revelation and in the natural 
law. Let us then set out every day to make God the ruling factor of 
our life and all that is within us subject to Him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
nos. 1762-1770 (The passions) 

-- 
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Monday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 

his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 17: 5-8.13-15.18 Psalm 59 Matthew 7:1-5 

Jesus said, Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the 
same way as you judge others, you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the 
speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Let me 
take the speck out of your eye, ’ when all the time there is a plank in 
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:1-5) 
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Do not judge! On one occasion during our Lord’s public 
ministry, a ministry that involved numerous healings, exorcisms and 
miracles of various kinds, one of his disciples came to him saying 
that they had come across someone casting out demons in his name 
and they tried to stop him (Mark 9:38-40). That person had acted 
independently of our Lord’s supervision and independently of his 
band of disciples, the seed of the future Church. Our Lord’s 
response? “ You must not stop him; no one who works a miracle in my 
name could soon aftem’cirds speak evil of me." It indicates our 
Lord’s kindly response to those who act imperfectly. He was very 
slow to judge in the sense of condemning. On another occasion the 
leaders suddenly presented him with a woman who had been caught 
in the act of adultery. Moses commanded that such people should be 
stoned. What did he say? Our Lord simply bent down and began 
writing on the ground. Since they persisted at his silence, he rose 
and said to them that the one without sin may cast the first stone. 
The way he said this, the penetrating look he must have given, 
perhaps even what he may have then begun to write on the ground, 
all combined to unmask their consciences to themselves. He was 
teaching a powerful lesson that they were not to judge in the sense of 
condemn. They sensed that if they did judge, they would themselves 
be judged and in the same measure. One by one they left, beginning 
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from the eldest. He then asked the woman. Has no one condemned 
you? Nor do 1 condemn you. Go and sin no more. On another 
occasion Jesus and his disciples were passing through Samaria on 
their way to Jerusalem and they were refused hospitality in a 
Samaritan village. His disciples, James and John, asked our Lord if 
he wanted them to call down fire from heaven to consume the 
village. Our Lord rebuked them and went on another way. Our Lord 
set them an example of not judging in the sense of condemning. We 
must be merciful. 

Of course, as with all of our Lord’s teaching, one aspect of his 
teaching must be held in tension with other aspects. Our Lord also 
taught that we are to correct our brother as a work of charity to him 
and to the community. Evil must not go un-resisted. If we see our 
brother taking a path that leads to Hell and taking others with him, 
does Christ in these circumstances forbid us to judge of his course? 
Obviously not, and it would be a profound failure in charity to see 
our brother destroying himself and to take no steps for his benefit, 
either spiritually or materially. Nevertheless our Lord’s teaching is 
clear. “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way 
as you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck of 
sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
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your own eye?” (Matthew 7:1-5) What our Lord is obviously saying 
is that we ought to preserve love in our hearts, the love that filled the 
heart of Christ. Our sentiments must be those of Christ. Our attitude 
to others must be that of Christ. Let this mind be in you , St Paul 
writes, that was in Christ Jesus. Moreover, we ourselves are in no 
position to be prone to judge and condemn. As our Lord says, we 
have a log in our own eye. What are we doing condemning our 
brother when, unbeknown to him or to others, we have so much in 
ourselves that is worthy of condemnation? We are reminded of the 
story our Lord told of the steward who owed the king ten thousand 
talents — an astronomical sum of money, as far as the ordinary 
person was concerned. The king cancelled his debt, and yet that 
servant went out and was unforgiving to another servant who owed 
him a fair sum of money, but nothing like what he had owed his 
master. That “wicked” servant, as the master called him, was judged 
as he had judged his fellow servant. Our Lord was showing in his 
lesson of forgiveness that we are not to judge in the sense of 
condemn or we will be judged. We must be merciful. 

On the cross during his dying moments, Christ prayed to his 
heavenly Father asking that he forgive his enemies, for they did not 
realize what they were doing. Our Lord, who had no speck in his 
eye, knew quite well the logs that were in the eyes of his enemies. 
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But on the cross he did not condemn them and he prayed to the 
Father that he too would have mercy on them. God is rich in mercy 
towards us. We ought to strive every day to be rich in mercy towards 
all others. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 

his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 19: 9-11.14-21.31-35.36; Psalm47; 

Matthew 7:12-14 

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to 
you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. Enter through the 
narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. (Matthew 
7: 12-14) 

On Eternity There are very many differences between the 
Old and New Testaments, which is to say that there are very many 
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differences between the person and teaching of Christ and what God 
had revealed to his chosen people prior to that point. Putting it more 
accurately, in the New Testament there are very many developments 
of the revelation God had granted to his people in the period 
represented by the Old Testament. As the author of the Letter to the 
Hebrews expresses it (1:1-2), God who at different times and in 
different ways spoke in the past by his prophets has now spoken by 
his Son. One of the many notable developments in divine revelation 
that came in the teaching of Christ is the greater clarity as to the last 
things facing man. What faces man at the end of his mortal life? It 
was widely accepted that there would be a resurrection at the very 
end. For instance, when our Lord told Martha that her brother 
Lazarus would rise again, she said that she knew he would rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. The Sadducees, though, denied 
the resurrection. The testimony of the Scriptures had not been 
altogether clear about the Afterlife. When Saul approached the witch 
at Endor to summon up the ghost of Samuel, Samuel is portrayed in 
the text as coming up from Hades and telling Saul he would be with 
him on the morrow. There is no discrimination between Saul and 
Samuel in their place of abode in the Afterlife — Samuel said Saul 
would be with him on the morrow. However in the Book of Wisdom 
(eh.3) we see a clear affirmation of reward and punishment in the 
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Afterlife. Still, the future situation of man is not clear. All this 
changes with Christ. Our Lord makes it abundantly clear that, 
following the end of life, each person faces the judgment of God. 
Following the end of history, all mankind will face the judgment of 
God together. This is to say that following God’s judgment there is 
ultimately only one of two alternatives. For each person it will be 
either an eternity of heaven or an eternity of hell. It gives to the gift 
of life a tremendous and awesome significance. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 7: 12-14) our Lord refers, as he 
does on far more occasions than did any prophet before him, to the 
Afterlife. Ultimately only two possibilities face every man and 
woman. It will be either destruction or life. The pattern that we see 
in life is a pointer to what we shall see in the Afterlife. There is, we 
might say, an analogy or likeness between the two. In ultimate terms 
we see around us either life or death. Things are living or they are 
dead. They live or they die. In a battle, these are the only two 
prospects facing every soldier. He will live or he will die. When a 
person rises from his bed in the morning and looks ahead, there are 
two ultimate possibilities. He will live through the day, or he will 
not. If he lives through it, he should make the very best of it in view 
of that day when he will not live through it. In the off-chance that he 
does not live through it he ought to be prepared for what will then 
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follow. This stark situation has its parallel in the Afterlife. 
Following the judgment of God each person will be either saved or 
he will be lost. If he is saved he probably will need to be purified of 
the remnants of sin before admission into the all-holy presence of 
God. This state and stage of purification the Church calls Purgatory. 
If he is lost because of his unrepented mortal sins, then it will mean a 
living death for all eternity. It will be a living destruction, an eternal 
fire that is never extinct. So there are two paths in life and we must 
take one of them. As our Lord says, there is a path that leads to 
destruction and there is a path that leads to life. Our Lord says that 
we must enter by the narrow gate, because it is that narrow gate and 
that narrow road that leads to life. This is the road of the 
commandments of God and the person of Christ. The broad road and 
the wide gate, which is to say the easy path of self-seeking, leads to 
destruction. The choice is clear and is unavoidable. 

At the time of the Reformation there was a famous dispute 
between Luther and Erasmus. Erasmus stressed free will and in his 
presentation he did not really represent well the Catholic teaching on 
grace. But there is no denying the fundamental importance of free 
will. Let us appreciate the gift God has given us of our freedom to 
choose. We need the grace of Christ, but still we must truly choose. 
We must cooperate with grace freely and deliberately. This choice is 
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made every day. It is a choice for Christ that takes us through the 
narrow gate and along the narrow road to life everlasting. Let us 
choose for Christ, then. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 

his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps. 118; Matthew 7:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: Watch out for false prophets. They 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 
wolves. By their fruit you will recognise them. Do people pick 
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every 
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognise them. (Matthew 7:15-20) 
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Wolves It has been said that the greatest development in the 
history of Anglicanism in England was the rise of the Evangelical 
movement that was spearheaded by Wesley and Whitefield in the 
eighteenth century. While the Calvinist Whitefield held to the 
Anglican communion, many of Wesley’s people eventually went on 
to form Methodism. However, the revival they jointly effected was 
an extraordinary phenomenon, and within this movement of 
conversion was to be found notable religious personalities. One such 
was the Evangelical Anglican pastor, John Newton (1725-1807), the 
author of many hymns and popular works of a spiritual and semi- 
theological character. Newton’s most well-known hymn was 
“Amazing Grace.” His most famous book was the story of his 
conversion, entitled An Authentic Narrative (1764), and in that book 
he describes one phase in his moral and spiritual descent into 
godlessness. He had drifted into reading one of the books of the 
well-known rationalist and deist, Lord Shaftsbury, and on one of his 
voyages he fell in with a man who, as Newton describes him, was a 
master of “the freethinking scheme.” That is to say, his new friend 
rejected Christian teaching and doctrine in favour of whatever 
commended itself to his agnostic reason. Sadly, this same man 
subsequently perished in a violent storm at sea. But Newton was 
fond of his company, and was eager to show off to his new 
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companion his reading — especially his reading of the book, 
Characteristics , by Shaftsbury. His companion, in turn, was zealous 
and shrewd in the propagation of his rejection of dogmatic religion, 
and once he had gained the confidence of Newton took advantage of 
Newton’s attachment to Shaftsbury’s agnostic writing. He began to 
ply him with objections and arguments — as they were present in 
Shaftsbury’s writing — with the result that Newton sank further into 
disbelief. His heart had been gained against Christian teaching, and, 
Newton writes, “like an unweary sailor who quits his port just before 
a rising storm, I renounced the hopes and comforts of the Gospel...”. 
That is to say, Newton’s new companion was a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing — as was Shaftsbury’s book also. Newton entered into a 
reading of the book, and into relations with his freethinking friend, 
unaware of the spiritual damage each would do. 

Newton succumbed freely to several occasions of sinning 
against the faith of his childhood, and as a result rejected his faith. 
By a powerful act of God’s amazing grace — as Newton came to see 
it — he was saved from this, was converted, and became a famous 
Olney and London preacher and pastor. The purpose of Newton’s 
classic account of his conversion was to celebrate the powerful grace 
of God. This was also a principal purpose of St Augustine’s 
autobiography, his Confessions. But as has just been shown, in 
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Newton’s case it also illustrates what our Lord warns against in our 
Gospel passage today. We must be on guard against wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. What appears attractive and winning may be very 
bad for our faith in Jesus Christ. “ Jesus said to his disciples: Watch 
out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognise 
them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit ” (Matthew 7:15-20). Our Lord wants us to be on guard. One 
can be corrupted by being in communion with bad influences, 
without realizing at first that they are bad. The first fruit of a bad 
tree — which is to say, of a bad soul — is bad and corrupt thought. 
One’s religious position, one’s doctrine, becomes profoundly 
erroneous. This is because one does not like what is right and good, 
because of the evil state of one’s heart. At root, one’s spiritual stand 
is wrong, false, erroneous and this is a powerful if subtle influence in 
the positions one chooses to adopt. Thus the first and most serious 
fruit of the bad tree is the rejection of the teaching of Christ in this or 
that respect. That teaching comes to us in the witness, the life and 
the teaching of the Church he founded. The wolf in sheep’s clothing 
is the influence that leads us away from a full and hearty acceptance 
of the revelation given to us by the Son of God made man, our 


- 1268 - 



Redeemer and our Lord. In the history of the Church there have 
been many such wolves, at times repelled, but at times admitted with 
tragic results. Christ warns us to be on guard. The greatest wolves 
are Satan and his minions. 

Let us take all the normal means to ensure that we constantly 
hear the voice of Christ our good Shepherd. We must preserve in 
ourselves that mind which ensures that we hear and see aright. St 
Paul tells us to put on the mind of Christ: Let this mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus. Let us be faithful to daily prayer, to a daily 
spiritual reading of good and sound nourishment, ever listening to the 
voice of the teaching Church. Let us never enter into thoughts of 
rejection of those whom Christ has placed over us as the pastors of 
his Church, especially the successor of Peter. If we follow our Good 
Shepherd, he will lead us to the green pastures of our true homeland. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 

his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 24:8-17; Psalm 78; Matthew 7:21-29 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and 
perform many miracles?’ Then L will tell them plainly, 7 never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers! ’ Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 
fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who 
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hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell with a great crash. When Jesus had finished saying these things, 
the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one 
who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. (Matthew 7: 
21-29) 

The Rock of Life There are some remarkable things about 
what our Lord says in today’s Gospel reading. When we read this 
passage we usually ponder on our Lord insisting that we do the will 
of God and not just pray to him and nothing more. This, of course, is 
indeed the emphasis, but let us also notice what these same words 
imply about himself, the Speaker. Our Lord is addressing the 
crowds, and we notice that when he had finished speaking, u the 
crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who 
had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.'’’’ They were 
profoundly struck at the authority he both claimed and showed in the 
words he uttered. Let us consider these words. He stood before 
them as an acknowledged prophet, but as no ordinary prophet. He 
speaks of himself as the “Lore/,” and he is saying this very publicly. 
“It is not those who say to me Lord, Lord, who will enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” While stressing the primacy of deeds of obedience over 
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mere words that acknowledge him, our Lord claims it as his due to 
be addressed as Lord. St Paul wrote that no one can say Jesus is 
Lord except by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3). It is a gift from 
God to be able to say this and mean it. Our Lord said to his disciples 
that "you call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right. So I am ” 
(John 13:13). St Paul wrote that 'That if you confess with your mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved' (Romans 10:9). In our passage today 
our Lord emphasises that this profession of him as Lord is not 
enough. There must be a life of obedience to the will of God. But 
the passage assumes he is indeed the Lord and it tells us what he will 
say on that day when he acts as Judge of mankind. He is claiming a 
divine position. To those who do not do the will of the heavenly 
Father, he, Christ the Judge, will say, “7 never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!" No wonder the crowds were amazed at his 
authority. 

Having spoken of himself as the Lord and Judge, he reinforces 
his point in what follows. His words must be heard and put into 
practice if one’s house is to stand. “ Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock." His words and the practice of them 
constitute the rock of life. On this basis alone is all secure. This 
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offers the key to life in a radically transient and insecure world. 
Everything in our experience comes and goes, it rises and falls, it 
comes to be and it passes away. Our life and our contemporary 
world with all its activities, all its words, all its sufferings, will soon 
be gone and only memories will remain. We think of the wave upon 
wave of generations that have had their day, including in their vast 
flow our own parents, grandparents, great-grandparents and all our 
forebears right back to the original couple. It is all gone, and this 
manifests the radical contingency and transience of our world and of 
our own selves. Is there anything at all that can be regarded as truly 
secure and which will resist the common slide into oblivion? Yes, 
there is. It is hearing the word of Christ and putting it into practice. 
If we refuse to do this and go our own ways instead, then all we have 
done ultimately will be swept away. “ Everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 
man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with 
a great crash ” (Matthew 7: 21-29). So then, we must maintain in our 
hearts a profound reverence for the word of Christ, his doctrine. Let 
us understand how the fullness of his doctrine is to be known and 
preserved in our life. It is to be found in his Church, the Church he 
founded. In that Church we find all we need to preserve in our life 
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the saving doctrine of Christ. That Church carries with her the 
inspired Book and teaches from it the words of Christ which are the 
rock of life. 

So much time in life can be wasted. The one thing we shall be 
judged on is, have I made it my business to know the word of Christ 
and to put it into practice? It is not enough to feel religious. I must 
actively do the will of God, just as Christ did this. Let every 
Christian do this. Let the lay Christian bring this commitment to the 
will of God into his daily life in the world, exercising a daily 
apostolate and in this way bring the world to the person of Jesus. 

-- 
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Friday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 

his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 25:1-12; Psalm 136; Matthew 8:1-4 

When he came clown from the mountainside, large crowds 
followed him. A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and 
said, Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean. Jesus reached 
out his hand and touched the man. 1 am willing, he said. Be clean! 
Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, See 
that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them. (Matthew 
8:1-4) 
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Christ hears our prayer Our Lord has finished his great 
discourse on the mountain (Matthew chapters 5-7), reminiscent of 
the great Law received by Moses on the mountain and brought down 
to the people as the Ten Commandments written on the tablets of 
stone. Christ descends and large crowds follow him. Immediately 
there comes to him a man with leprosy seeking healing. He kneels 
before Jesus in genuine respect and supplication, addressing him as 
Lord. We are reminded of broken man, suffering and helpless man, 
afflicted by his wounded condition which is the heritage of original 
sin, prostrating himself before a higher power and asking for aid. 
The leper embodies in his helpless condition the ruined frame and 
constitution of mankind and its inability to regain wholeness. So he 
comes to Jesus who on the mountain has laid out the path to life, and 
he begins with a profession of faith in the goodness and power of 
Jesus. His coming to Jesus in humility and petition shows he regards 
Jesus as being good to those who suffer and able to deliver them 
from their suffering. “Lord, if you so will, you can cure me .” Now, 
there is this to be said. It is one thing to say, I believe in God and in 
Christ. It is another to act as if one believes in him. That is to say, it 
is a further thing to stake one’s future on this belief. A supreme 
example of this would be to give one’s life in witness to one’s faith. 
That would indeed be staking one’s future on one’s religious belief. 
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If there is no God, or if God is forever distant and of limited power 
anyway, then one’s life would be needlessly lost and wasted by 
accepting martyrdom. But the possibility of martyrdom occurs but 
rarely. A far more common way of staking one’s future on one’s 
belief in Christ is the simple prayer of petition — exemplified in the 
leper kneeling before our Lord. A person is suffering from a difficult 
marriage or a serious physical condition. Is it worth praying for 
alleviation from this burden ? Alternatively, if someone asks me to 
pray for his intention, do I act as if prayer will really help? Or 
secretly do I — without being very aware of it — think that the 
prayer of petition is a bit of a waste of time. 

Our Gospel passage today shows the character and disposition 
of God in the face of human suffering. Christ’s response was, I do 
want to help you! You are now cured. Our Lord on various 
occasions in the Gospels insists that God will hear our prayers. This 
is not to tell us how God hears our prayers, nor when , nor whether he 
will answer them in the form we desired. Cardinal Newman, great 
theologian, philosopher and outstanding prose writer, said the 
following about the prayer of petition. The Creator normally acts by 
the laws of nature and the world, which are his ordinance. For the 
most part his miracles are “ rather what may be called exaggerations, 
or carrying out to an extreme point, of the laws of Nature, than 
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naked contrarieties to them; and if we would see more of his 
wonder-working hand we must look for it as thus mixed up with his 
natural appointments. As Divine aid given to the soul acts through 
and with natural reason, natural affection, and conscience, so 
miraculous agency, when exerted, is in many ways, nay, in most 
cases, a co-operation with the ordinary ways of physical nature ” 
(Address to the Catholic Union of Great Britain, May 12, 1880). We 
lose a precious item and we have the faith to pray earnestly that we 
find it. Ten minutes later we notice it where we did not notice it 
before. We were led by divine help to spot that item. A serious 
illness develops and we pray earnestly for a cure. The surgeons are 
successful. Again, some other matter of need arises. We pray for a 
particular solution. It is not granted but we keep praying. Some time 
later we suddenly become aware that the prayer has been silently 
answered in a way we did not expect. All these things seem to 
happen naturally, by natural means. But the prayer of petition has 
preceded them and God has answered our prayer within the ordinary 
course. At times there may be a miracle that goes flat against the 
laws of nature, but most “miracles” that answer our prayer do not. 
What is needed is faith in Christ’s love and power. We need to be 
like the leper in today’s Gospel. Christ will hear our prayer in his 
way. 
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Let us in all our need remember the poor leper (Matthew 8:1-4) 
and try to be like him in our prayer. Could you imagine our Lord 
saying to the leper, I am not willing to help you! The idea is absurd. 
If we approach the same Jesus, unseen but just as alive as then, with 
our petition, would he in effect say to us, I am not willing to help 
you? The idea is absurd — unless this same Jesus is not now alive at 
all but in fact dead. No. The living risen Jesus is very willing to 
answer our prayer, but we must keep asking, humbly and 
confidently, all the while knowing that God knows what is the best 
way to hear our prayers. Let us ask of him what we need, then! 

-- 
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Saturday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of 

his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your 
holy name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Lamentations 2:2.10-14.18-19; Psalm 73; 

Matthew 8:5-17 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, 
asking for help. Lord, he said, my serx’ant lies at home paralysed 
and in terrible suffering. Jesus said to him, 1 will go and heed him. 
The centurion replied, Lord, / do not deserve to have you come under 
my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be heeded. For I 
myself am a mem uneler eiuthority, with soleliers uneler me. I tell this 
one, ‘Go,’and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to 
my servant, ‘Do this, ’ and he does it. When Jesus heard this, he was 
astonished and said to those following him, I tell you the truth, I have 
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not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places 
at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Then Jesus said to the centurion, Go! It will be done just as you 
believed it would. And his servant was heeded at that very hour. 
When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law 
lying in bed with a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, 
and she got up and began to wait on him. When evening came, many 
who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out 
the spirits with a word and heeded cdl the sick. This was to fulfil 
what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: He took up our 
infirmities and carried our diseases. (Matthew 8: 5-17) 

The prayer of petition Inasmuch as a most important kind 
of prayer is the prayer of petition — in which we ask God for what 
we need — it is most instructive to consider those examples of this 
prayer that are held up in Scripture for our emulation. On various 
occasions our Lord held up persons drawn from real life as examples 
for us. One example was the poor widow in the Temple. Many rich 
people were giving to the Temple treasury a considerable sum 
whereas the poor widow put in only two tiny coins. Our Lord held 
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her up ahead of all the others as an example of generosity to God. 
She put in all she had to live on, whereas the others put in what they 
did not really need. On another occasion our Lord was instructing a 
group of disciples around him and word came that his mother and 
brothers wished to see him outside. He replied, who are my 
brothers? Pointing to those in front of him he said, here are my 
brothers — anyone who does the will of God is my mother and sister 
and brother. He held up for imitation those in front of him. In our 
Gospel today our Lord holds up before the people of Israel a Roman 
centurion who was not of the covenant of Moses. Our Lord points to 
him up as a great example of that most essential virtue, religious 
faith. Entering Capernaum, our Lord was approached by a Roman 
centurion, no less. He was an officer of the Occupation. He humbly 
presented to our Lord the plight of his servant who ‘ dies at home 
paralysed and in terrible suffering .” It is reminiscent of our Lady at 
the wedding feast of Cana coming to our Lord and simply saying 
“They have no wine .” Our Lord immediately offered to the centurion 
that he come and heal him. This, incidentally, shows our Lord’s 
entire readiness to assist anyone of any race, religion or standing 
even though his distinctive mission was to the lost sheep of the 
House of Israel. But what occurs to us immediately is the simple 
excellence of the centurion’s prayer. It was humble, simple and 
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faith-filled, and Christ responded immediately. Our Lord held up his 
example for imitation. 

But even more came from the centurion that revealed the 
sentiments that were part and parcel of his prayer of petition. His 
reaction to Christ’s offer to go and heal his servant? It was 
self-abasement. The depth of his humility immediately came to the 
fore. He was not at all worthy to have Jesus under his roof. His 
reply bespeaks a deep sense of personal sin and limitation. We can 
liken it to the prayer of the publican in the Temple who remained 
well behind the praying Pharisee, repeating on his lips and in his 
heart his prayer for mercy, for he was a sinner. The centurion felt 
entirely unworthy to have Jesus under his roof. Together with this 
humility and sense of personal sin, he had full faith in the power of 
Jesus to grant the healing at a mere word. “Lord, I do not deserve to 
have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my serx’ant 
will be heeded .” The centurion knew what it was to be in a position of 
command — he exercised command constantly over his soldiers and 
his servants. In similar fashion Jesus could command the sickness to 
depart from his servant. The centurion certainly had magnificent 
faith, a faith that exceeded the body of the people in Israel. So our 
Lord’s response suggests. “/ tell you the truth, / have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith" (Matthew 8: 5-17). I interpret 
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our Lord as meaning that in his faith the centurion surpassed that of 
the generality of the children of Israel. He could not have meant 
literally everyone. After all, Christ’s own mother was unsurpassable 
in faith among her fellow creatures. The point I wish to highlight, 
though, is the prayer of petition of the centurion which our Lord held 
up for the emulation of all. So excellent a prayer was it that the 
Church has incorporated an important part of it into that most solemn 
part of the Mass when the adorable Host is held up for the veneration 
of the people before receiving it in Holy Communion. Lord, I am not 
worthy to have you under my roof. Say but the word and I shall be 
healed. Let us learn from the Roman centurion how to ask God for 
what we need. 

The prayer of petition is most important if we are to get to 
heaven. Our Lord stressed that we must ask our heavenly Father for 
what we need. The first thing we need is to get to heaven. All else is 
waste and nothing if we fail to get to heaven. So we ought to pray all 
through life that God will lead us safely home to him. Christ is the 
way to heaven, so we should pray for all the graces and helps we 
need every day to follow Christ closely. We must strive to love 
Christ dearly, to imitate him closely and to serve him generously. 
This is what we ought be praying for continuously. We can expect 
that God will hear our prayer if we pray persistently, humbly and 
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with faith. Let us look to the centurion, whose example our Lord 
held up for our inspiration. 
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Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 

2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mark 5:21-24, 35b-43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a 
large crowd gathered around him, and he stayed close to the sea. 
One of the synagogue officials, named Jciirus, came forward. Seeing 
him he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, saying, “My 
daughter is at the point of death. Please, come lay your hands on 
her that she may get well and live. ” He went off with him, and a 
large crowd followed him and pressed upon him. While he was still 
speaking, people from the synagogue official’s house arrived and 
said, “Your daughter has died; why trouble the teacher any longer? ” 
Disregarding the message that was reported, Jesus said to the 
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synagogue official, "Do not be afraid; just have faith. ” He did not 
allow anyone to accompany him inside except Peter, James, and 
John, the brother of James. When they arrived at the house of the 
synagogue official, he caught sight of a commotion, people weeping 
and wailing loudly. So he went in and said to them, “Why this 
commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but asleep. ” And 
they ridiculed him. Then he put them all out. He took along the 
child’s father and mother and those who were with him and entered 
the room where the child was. He took the child by the hand and 
said to her, “Talitha koum, ” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, 
arise!” The girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and walked 
around. At that they were utterly astounded. He gave strict orders 
that no one should know this and said that she should be given 
something to eat. (Mark 5:21-24, 35b-43) 

On the Sacraments Whatever be the academic discussion 
over the date, place and circumstances of Zoroaster’s birth, life and 
death there is no doubting his significance as a religious founder. 
The religion that issued from his life and teaching exists to this day. 
Mahomet’s influence in history was extraordinary. The same can be 
said of Buddha. They lived and died and their influence continues in 
the powerful religious traditions and teachings they initiated. 
However, no one would claim that, say, Zoroaster himself in unseen 
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manner is being encountered in the practice of his religion. The 
Zoroastrian would not claim that he interacts with the living unseen 
Zoroaster himself — except, perhaps, in a metaphorical sense. He 
does not think that in a literal sense the living person of Zoroaster is 
continuing to do what he did once, several centuries before Christ. 
Nor would the Muslim claim that it is Mahomet himself that he is 
encountering in his practice of Islam. No, Mahomet was, he 
believes, the Prophet who pointed to Allah and whose teaching 
continues to point to Allah long after he himself died. Mahomet is 
gone, but his message is fully alive and well, he thinks. But the case 
is radically different with Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is not just a very 
great religious founder who lived and died and whose teaching 
continues to inspire countless numbers of devotees, as is the case 
with the founders I have just mentioned. No, in the practice of the 
Christian religion one encounters the living unseen Jesus himself. He 
is the direct object of the Christian religion. Just as he engaged with 
others in his life, death and resurrection, bringing to them the divine 
life he had come to offer, so he continues to bring man this same 
eternal life he won for us. It is he whom we literally encounter in the 
practice of the Christian religion. We do not just follow a teaching, 
however unique and efficacious it is for salvation. We become 
deeply involved with the living Jesus. He himself intervenes in our 
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life and bestows what he gained for us in his life and death. He does 
this especially in the Sacraments. 

In our Gospel today, Christ is asked to heal a dying girl. He 
goes to the house and raises her from death (Mark 5:21-24, 35b-43). 
This, together with other miracles he effected, was a sign of the 
spiritual resurrection he had come to offer man. He had come to take 
away the sin of the world, to break its power and to replace it with 
holiness. Having risen from the dead, he now does for our souls 
what he then commonly did for men’s bodies. He does this within 
the life of the Church, and in particular in and through the 
Sacraments. When a priest brings the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick and Holy Viaticum to a very sick person, one like the girl of 
our Gospel today, it is Christ himself who is being led to the sick 
person. He is on his way to her in the person of the ordained priest. 
He is present in the priest himself by virtue of the priest’s baptism 
and priestly ordination, which are two of the seven Sacraments. He 
is also present and active in the Sacraments which the priest brings to 
the sick person. In those Sacraments Christ, wholly and in his full 
reality present though unseen, ministers to the sick person just as he 
once did when he walked this earth. In the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, Christ comes to the sick person and abides 
with him to help him remain deeply united to God in his sickness. 
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When the priest hears the sick person’s Confession, it is the unseen 
Christ who is doing this and forgiving him his sins. The priest is 
Christ’s representative and instrument by virtue of the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders, and what he is doing is what Christ commanded his 
Apostles to do on the evening of the day he rose from the dead. 
Receive the Holy Spirit , he said. Whoever’s sins you forgive they are 
forgiven them. Then when the priest gives to the sick person the 
Holy Eucharist, it is Christ in his full human and divine reality who 
comes to the sick person to restore and increase his share in the life 
of God. These are the Sacraments of the Church and there are seven 
of them. They involve encounters with the living Christ. They are 
efficacious signs of his grace, perceptible to the senses, in which 
Christ himself is acting. 

The Sacraments are obviously actions of the Church. But 
inasmuch as the Church herself is a kind of Sacrament of Christ and 
his action, the seven Sacraments are direct actions of Christ who 
lives constantly in the Church as her unseen head. Whenever we 
approach the Sacraments we should do so with a lively faith in the 
unseen presence of the living Jesus in them. The danger is that, not 
seeing the physical form of Jesus, we shall act towards the 
Sacraments in the way we might act towards other things that 
physically look like them. Let us cultivate a lively faith in all our 
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contact with the Sacraments of the Church, for in them it is Christ 
whom we meet. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1113- 
1130 (The Sacraments) 

-- 
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Monday of the thirteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:16-33; Psalm 102; Matthew 8:18-22 

When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross 
to the other side of the lake. Then a teacher of the law came to him 
and said, Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go. Jesus replied, 
Foxes have holes and birds of the cur have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head. Another disciple said to him, Lord, first 
let me go and bury my father. But Jesus told him, Follow me, and let 
the dead bury their own dead. (Matthew 8:18-22) 

All are called It is very possible to form the impression 
that, to a man, “the scribes and Pharisees” were hostile to Jesus. 
There is no doubt that the Gospels portray Christ’s enemies as being 
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drawn principally from the religious leaders of the nation — which is 
to say, from the priesthood, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the 
scribes. There have been those in the past who have gone on to say 
that the Jewish nation, embodied in and represented by its leadership, 
was responsible for the death of Jesus Christ. To begin with, such 
persons have forgotten that we all of us, all sinners, had a hand in the 
death of Jesus Christ for he suffered for the sins of all of us. But 
apart from that fundamental consideration, the Gospels themselves 
indicate that it is a mistake to think that the whole of the religious 
leadership was opposed to Christ. It seems much more correct to say 
that it was key elements of the Temple aristocracy which actively 
fermented the hostility, and enviously perceived Christ as a major 
threat to their hegemony over the minds and hearts of the people. Of 
course, there is nothing like enough data in the Gospels to trace the 
circles of influence and attitudes among the classes of religious 
leaders. St John in his Gospel shows that Nicodemus, a Pharisee — a 
“ruler of the Jews” — used come to Jesus by night for instruction. 
He was a disciple — though a hidden one, for fear of the Jews. He 
told Jesus that “we” (in the plural) “know that you have come as a 
teacher from God ” (John 3: 1-2). So others thought somewhat as he 
did. St John does not say that Nicodemus was the only one who ever 
came to Jesus to listen to him. St Luke tells us that Joseph of 
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Arimathea was a “good and righteous man ” and was a “planner,” 
“counsellor,” or “senator” ( bouleutes ) (Luke 23:50), which may well 
mean that he was a member of the Sanhedrin. He went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. He was a disciple. John informs us in 
his Gospel that “many of the rulers believed in him, but because of 
the Pharisees would not confess it ” (John 12: 42). St Luke narrates 
how on one occasion the Sadducees attempted to trick our Lord with 
their question about the resurrection. At our Lord’s refutation of 
them, “some of the scribes ” praised him for his answer (Luke 20:39). 

There is a twist in St Mark’s account of this incident of Christ’s 
debate with the Sadducees. We read that “one of the scribes ” 
approaching, and hearing the dispute together with Christ’s victory in 
argument, asked him which is the first of the commandments. When 
our Lord answered his question, the scribe added his own comment 
which drew praise from our Lord. ‘Tom are not far from the 
kingdom of God,” he told him (Mark 12: 28-34). So both accounts 
present the “scribes” who were involved in this in a good light. 
What this means is that the Holy Spirit was penetrating the upper 
echelons of the nation and enlightening minds and drawing hearts. 
The hardened core entirely prevailed in their determination to 
eliminate Jesus, and all this was in the plan of God. His witness, 
harshly rejected by the most influential, atoned for the sin of the 
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world. But grace was not without effect among them, especially 
when accompanied by Christ’s powerful prayer on the Cross 
appealing to his heavenly Father for their forgiveness. We read in 
Acts 6:7 that in the infant Church “the word of God continued to 
spread; the number of disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and 
a great crowd of priests became obedient to the faith.” All of this 
brings us to a detail provided by Matthew in our Gospel today. We 
read that “ When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to 
cross to the other side of the lake. Then a scribe came to him and 
said, Teacher, / will follow you wherever you go. Jesus replied, 
Foxes have holes and birds of the car have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head ” (Matthew 8:18-22). So one of the 
“scribes” wanted very much to follow Jesus, even though Jesus is not 
showing himself to be in any way flattered by the fact. He is 
implying that the scribe has not counted the cost. But let us view the 
incident as a reminder that whatever be the class, situation, calling or 
circumstance in which a person finds himself, Christ beckons to him 
to come. There have been saints among paupers and among kings, as 
among Popes and obscure faithful. The call to follow Christ with 
ardent love is addressed to all, and any person may take it up. The 
door to Christian holiness is wide open to anyone, and our scribe in 
today’s Gospel reminds us of the fact. 
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The next part of our Gospel passage today drives this point 
home. This time it is a disciple to whom Christ speaks — and we 
who are baptized ought regard ourselves as very much disciples of 
Christ. I have an engagement! the disciple says — give me a little 
time to attend to it. No! Christ says, in everything you are to belong 
to me. Christ has every warrant for saying this for the simple reason 
that he is God. He asks us for all our love and dedication. In fact, he 
wants the whole world and all the nations in it to be his disciples. 
All mankind is called to love and serve Jesus Christ. This is our 
mission as members of the Church, to bring this saving invitation to 
all. 




- 1296 - 





Tuesday of the thirteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 3: 1-8; 4:11-12; Psalm 5; Matthew 8:23-27 

Then Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 
Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the 
waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples 
went and woke him, saying, Lord, save us! We ’re going to drown! He 
replied, You of little faith, why are you so afraid? Then he got up and 
rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The 
men were amazed and asked, What kind of man is this? Even the 
winds and the waves obey him! (Matthew 8:23-27) 

Have faith! Do not fear! There would seem to be no end 
to the theories of religion, and many of them are very good. One 
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theory understands religion as man’s response to the threat of evil. 
The character and structure of a particular religion is viewed in terms 
of its response to evil and suffering. It could be Buddhism, 
remembering Buddha’s search for the path to happiness. It could be 
this or that indigenous religion with its evocation of the beginnings 
of creation through ritual and myth, thus ensuring ongoing life in the 
face of the vulnerability and transience that is all around. There is no 
doubting that the experience of evil and threat prompts much of 
religion. It also is clear that it was a factor that — let us put it — 
prompted God to reveal himself to man. God so loved the world that 
he sent his only Son to save the world from its sin, and for his part 
sinful and vulnerable man appeals to God for pardon and help. 
However, it is also obvious from the entire history of man and his 
religions that God’s entry into the scene and man’s appeal to him 
does not take away the evil and suffering that is rampant in creation, 
even if it indisputably reduces it. As a result of Christ’s coming 
there has been an unending and powerful impulse to assist the needy 
wherever they might be. But evil and suffering are not taken away 
from the world in absolute terms. My understanding is that in some 
currents of Judaism this fact discounts Jesus as being the Messiah. 
The Christian answer is that evil and suffering are not taken away 
from the world now, but it will be when Christ comes in his glory. 
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Till then the Christian in union with Jesus resists evil and bears 
suffering —just as Christ did. However, what man does have in the 
midst of suffering and evil is the abiding presence of the one in 
whom he can entirely trust. Even as he thinks he is going down 
before evil and suffering, he has Christ by his side. 

Our Gospel today gives us a picture of man and his religion. 
He is being swamped by a menacing world and his only recourse is, 
as it were, desperately to shake God himself to come to his aid. The 
disciples are in the boat and it is being swamped — but Jesus is 
doing nothing. Indeed, he is asleep. How like much of life! Where 
is God with all this that is going on? Where was he during the 
Holocaust, during the catastrophe of 9/11, during the great Tsunami 
that destroyed so many thousands early in the century? It looks as if 
there is no God. But no. In the storm on the Lake Christ was there, 
and in his humanity, asleep. But ultimately all was well. As a sign 
that all was well, at their appeal he awoke and at a word calmed the 
sea. What was his message? It was that they should not have failed 
in their faith. That is the one thing necessary. “ We’re going to 
drown!" was the cry. He replied, ‘Tow of little faith, why are you so 
afraid?” (Matthew 8:23-27). It may well be that as a result of our 
prayers the evil that threatens is averted. Indeed, Christ directs us to 
expect this, and time and again what is portrayed in this Gospel scene 
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is replicated in the history of man. God comes to our aid as a result 
of our prayers. He guides the surgeon’s hand and the sick person is 
well again. The bush fire is averted because of prayer. The rains 
come because of prayer. The exam is passed because of prayer. But 
at times not so — the prayer is answered in other ways while the 
specific evil that threatened eventuates. What is Christ’s message for 
all such circumstances? It is that we not fail in our faith. It is not 
God’s plan to rid the world of all suffering and evil immediately , 
though he will do so when Christ comes in his glory and this will be 
the ultimate effect of his work as Messiah. But the example and path 
of Christ himself shows that evil, suffering and death remain in our 
world for the time being, and it is within this setting that our 
redemption and our sanctification is achieved. Christ freely went to 
his death after having asked his Father to take it away. But it was not 
his Father’s will. Christ tells us to have faith, whatever may happen. 

In every circumstance of life let us remember our Gospel scene 
today and above all the words of Christ to his disciples before he 
actually calmed the storm. As reversals occur, as life passes and the 
night approaches, as we rise in life and then gradually fail, all will be 
well if we remain close to Christ and have faith in him. As the rains 
come and the floods rise, the house will be built on rock and that 
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rock will not fail. Christ is the rock, and he will take us to life 
everlasting. 

-- 


- 1301 - 





Wednesday of the thirteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 5:14-15.21-24; Psalm 49 Matthew 8:28-34 

When Jesus arrived at the other side in the region of the 
Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met 
him. They were so violent that no-one could pass that way. What do 
you want with us, Son of God? they shouted. Have you come here to 
torture us before the appointed time? Some distance from them a 
large herd of pigs was feeding. The demons begged Jesus, If you 
drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs. He said to them, Go! So 
they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water. Those 
tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported cdl this, 
including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. Then the 
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whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they 
pleaded with him to leave their region. (Matthew 8: 28-34) 

Christ and the demons There is one point of comparison 
between the Old and New Testaments which is interesting. It is the 
degree to which Satan features in each. Apart from the beginning of 
Genesis, the Book of Job and, say, the Book of Zechariah, consider 
how rarely Satan is a formal player in the Old Testament books. He 
appears in Genesis 3 when God places the man and the woman in the 
Garden with the command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. He dialogues briefly with the woman and 
successfully tempts her to turn from God and then through her 
ensnares the man. He also tempts Job through adversity to give up 
on God but this time without success. Job is faithful. Satan appears 
in the Book of Zachariah the prophet standing at the right of the high 
priest as his adversary (3: 1). Apart from these instances one might 
count on one’s hand the times Satan gets a mention in the Old 
Testament. There is much more evidence of the angels in the Old 
Testament than of the demons. In the New, and in particular in the 
Gospels, the case is very different indeed. Satan and the demons are 
revealed and are shown to be out in force against the Son of God. At 
the Last Supper, Christ refers to Satan as the Prince of this world and 
he tells his disciples that he, this Prince, is coming. He is coming to 
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end the life of the Messiah. We also have accounts of conversations 
between Christ and Satan and his minions. The first such was at the 
threshold of our Lord’s public ministry in the desert, and Satan was 
bundled off repulsed. He was shown that he had no hold on this 
Man. Here in our Gospel today we have a meeting between Christ 
and some lesser, though still powerful, demons. The encounter is 
instructive. Firstly, the demons are shown to be very strong once 
they have gained a footing and their strength is violent. No one 
could pass the way of the possessed men, no one. But ah! The tables 
turn immediately at the arrival of Christ. Let us consider the 
conversation that ensues. 

The demons appear to be aware of who Jesus really is. Word is 
everywhere in the demonic world about this Man, and they have, as 
we might say, put two and two together. Their consensus is that this 
is the Son of God. They know it and they tremble. Jesus arrives on 
the scene and the demons who have mastery over the two men 
immediately show a mixture of bravado and deep worry. It has been 
said that often the reason why a dog barks is that it is nervous. 
Notice how the demons bark at Christ: “What do you want with us, 
Son of God?” Their situation is hopeless before this Man. They 
know immediately that their time is up in his presence. The only 
question is when it is to be. “Have you come here to torture us 
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before the appointed time?” (Matthew 8: 28-34) Notice that they use 
the verb, “torture.” Have you come here to torture us, and to torture 
us before the appointed time? Perhaps they were baiting Christ and 
twisting the situation to accuse him of being cruel, with the emphasis 
on the word “torture.” They know that when the appointed time 
comes all torture will be the result of their own doing. It will not be 
just “torture” but a natural punishment for their chosen course of 
opposition to God. God does not “torture” his creatures. The free 
rejection of him, of which the demons are guilty, results in the 
profound self-inflicted torture of Hell. This opening salvo from the 
demons shows their hateful and implacable blindness. But at the 
same time they plead with Christ not to send them away. They fear 
the deep Abyss. It is a plea for consideration and Christ accords it. 
They are allowed to go into the pigs. It perhaps indicates that God 
shows a degree of mercy even to the eternally damned. Their 
punishment, though eternal, may in some sense be open to some 
mitigation, at least before the appointed time, possibly even after it. 
Hell is real and it is final, but we are not told the precise degree of 
punishment. The words of the demons indicate that they know there 
is an “appointed time” when all will be settled. The good will be 
rewarded and the bad punished. All struggle will be over. We are in 
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the time of struggle, the time when Christ took on the grand Prince 
and defeated him. 

This putrid and loathsome Prince knows his days are 
numbered, but he wishes to take down with him all he can. Christ is 
just as determined not to lose any of those he has been given. Let us 
join with Christ in the battle. We are with the strong one, the one 
who has already won, so let us we be at our work with sword in hand 
and with Christ before us. The sword is the Cross of obedience and 
suffering, and our shield is Christ himself. By means of the Cross 
the Redeemer won the victory. There must be no quarter given to sin 
and self. There are souls to be saved, beginning with our own and 
then those of all mankind. To the work, then! Now I begin! 

-- 
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Thursday of the thirteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 7:10-17; Psalm 18; Matthew 9:1-8 

Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own 
town. Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he scud to the paralytic, Take heart, son; your 
sins are forgiven. At this, some of the teachers of the law said to 
themselves, This fellow is blaspheming! Knowing their thoughts, 
Jesus said, Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which 
is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk ’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins. . . . Then he said to the paralytic, Get up, 
take your mat and go home. And the man got up and went home. 
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When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised 
God, who had given such authority to men. (Matthew 9:1-8) 

Christ forgives sins I have often thought that it would be a 
very useful field of research to determine which religions are driven 
by a sense of sin and which are not. Undoubtedly there is some 
sense of sin present in the practice of most religions even if, in the 
case of some, it is present only faintly. Obviously a fundamental 
need driving all religions is the need for survival, for life and for 
security. Man looks to the powers above for aid in the face of 
threats. His religion brings that aid to him. The question is, what 
threats does man perceive as most menacing? In the case of a society 
that looks on the lack of food as the greatest threat, or on attacks 
from neighbours or foreign peoples or any one of many possible 
physical threats as their greatest concern, their religion will be 
shaped accordingly. Their perception of the kind of evil that 
menaces will shape the rituals and myths that give life to their 
religion. Their religion is their answer to those threats. But what of 
the evil that is sin — meaning by this an offence against the moral 
law and the will of the gods? This is a vast question for comparative 
religion but the religion this immediately calls to mind is that of the 
Judaeo-Christian revelation. One might claim that it took a good 
deal of time for the sense of sin to develop and to become a 
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centrepiece of the religion of the Hebrews, and I am not sure that the 
Jew would claim that his religion places sin and a full answer to sin 
at its centre. But there is no doubt about the Christian religion. In 
the Christian revelation, man’s own sin is understood as being the 
greatest of his threats and it is at the heart of all its Ritual and all its 
Story. Man has by nature a sense of his sinfulness which includes a 
sense of God as offended. But the Christian revelation includes 
many things about man’s sin that are beyond natural experience and 
discovery — such as, that sin is the fruit of an original Fall. It is the 
root cause of man’s sufferings and disorder. The wounded condition 
it caused is transmitted to all and it leads finally to total death. 

Yes, in the Christian religion sin is perceived as the greatest 
problem of the world and it is precisely to take it away and to replace 
it with holiness that there is a Christian religion at all. That is to say 
that Christ came to take away the sin of the world and to reconcile 
man with God by bestowing on him a share in the divine life. This is 
the good news. Sin can now be forgiven and taken away and man 
can be united to God. It is this which is the work of Christ, and it is 
done by means of union with Christ. This is what we see 
encapsulated in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 9: 1-8). Our 
Lord comes to his own town, which during his public ministry is 
Capernaum. Some men bring to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. In 
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that very action we see an image of the religions of man, in the sense 
that many of them have as their clear purpose the overcoming of 
physical need and physical evil. Man prays and worships and has his 
ceremonies in order to gain food, security, health and wealth. These, 
of course, are truly legitimate purposes of religion and Christ himself 
strongly encouraged us to pray to our heavenly Father for all these 
obvious needs we have. He assures us that our Father in heaven will 
hear our prayers. But if this is all we are praying for, our deepest 
need is not featuring and Christ came to answer that deepest need. 
The men who brought the paralytic to Jesus were doing an excellent 
thing. But when Jesus saw the paralytic, the first thing he did was to 
answer the man’s deepest need. That need sprang from his sins. He 
needed the forgiveness of God. This is exactly what the Son of God 
became man to do, to take away the sin of the world. Accordingly, 
seeing the faith of the men and their paralytic friend he proceeded to 
forgive his sins, an action only God himself could perform. It caused 
consternation among our Lord’s persistent critics, the teachers of the 
law. Our Lord went to his death in order, by his death and 
resurrection, to save mankind from sin. On the evening of the first 
day he rose from the dead, he gave to his Apostles the power to 
forgive the sins of men. 
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This same power which Christ exercised on the occasion of our 
Gospel passage, this same power which he bestowed on his Apostles 
on the evening of the day he rose from the dead, is transmitted to the 
ordained Catholic priest. He is, by virtue of the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders, empowered by Christ to forgive the sins of Christ’s faithful. 
By his ministry of forgiving sins, the great work of Christ in taking 
away the sin of the world is brought to the individual repentant 
sinner. The sinner is forgiven and endowed with the grace to set out 
once again to become holy. So then, let us have a deep appreciation 
of the Christian doctrine of the forgiveness of sins. 

-- 
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Friday of the thirteenth week in Ordinary time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 23: 1-4.19; 24: 1-8.62-67; Psalm 105; 

Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the tax collector’s booth. Follow me, he told him, and 
Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at 
Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with 
him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
‘sinners ’? On hearing this, Jesus said, It is not the healthy who need 
a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: 7 desire 
mercy, not sacrifice. ’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners. (Matthew 9:9-13) 
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Matthew The notable point in this Gospel passage is 
Christ’s invitation to Matthew to follow him, and Matthew’s 
immediate response: he immediately rose from his work desk, and 
followed him. The significance of this might be seen by considering 
the call of others. Matthew narrates Christ’s invitation to the 
principal Apostles, Peter, Andrew, James and John at the beginning 
of his account of the public ministry. Christ called “ Simon who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother ” to follow him, and 
“immediately they left their nets and followed him.” Then he saw 
James and John mending their nets and invited them in similar 
manner, and “ immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed him ” (Matthew 4: 18-22). It indicates their deep love for 
Jesus Christ, and a complete detachment from their work, career, 
possessions and existing prospects. The Gospel of St John shows us 
(1: 35-42) that as a matter of fact, at least Simon and Andrew, and 
presumably John (and therefore probably James) had already met and 
come to know our Lord in Judea. Andrew and John were disciples of 
John the Baptist, and at their meeting with Jesus in effect they 
became his disciples. It is their formal call later, when back in 
Galilee, that Matthew records. The point, though, is that their 
immediate response to Jesus Christ in Judea (John) and then in 
Galilee (Matthew), indicates their first-rate moral and spiritual 
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quality. It is not unlike the immediate response of Paul when Jesus 
revealed himself to him on the road to Damascus. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, following the call of the four principal Apostles, Christ 
launches his public ministry and then his long Sermon on the Mount 
is given. With that, the public ministry is resumed. A little later, 
Christ, “ going along from there saw a man sitting at the tax table ” 
(Matthew 9:9), just as he had “ walked by the Sea of Galilee ” when he 
called Simon and Andrew. He said to Matthew, “ Follow me.” When 
he called Simon and Andrew, he promised to make them fishers of 
men. All he said to Matthew was, Follow me! Matthew’s response 
was exactly the same as theirs — he got up and followed him (9:9). 
It indicates that Matthew was in no sense just a grubby tax collector 
of the kind widely perceived. He was a great soul, and Christ knew 
it. 

Not only was Matthew detached from his possessions and 
career, not only was he possessed of a deep love and reverence for 
Jesus Christ, but he was very humble. He makes a point of telling 
the reader that he was, yes, a tax collector. It was when he was at 
this reviled work that he was called. His companions were “ sinners 
and tax collectors ,” for after he was called and entered the company 
of Jesus, he sat with Jesus at table with “many tax collectors and 
sinners” — as they were regarded, especially by the Pharisees 
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(Matthew 9:10-11). When Matthew writes of the commissioning of 
“the twelve disciples” and Christ’s bestowing on them authority to 
exorcize and to heal, he gives us their names. The only one whose 
profession is mentioned is himself: Matthew the tax collector (10:3). 
He regards himself in lowly fashion — there is nothing, he obviously 
thinks, for him to boast about. He was a despised tax collector, and 
Jesus Christ called him! I cannot help but wonder whether the 
inspiration for Christ’s parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
was Matthew himself. This parable is not given by Matthew himself, 
but by Luke (18:9). The Publican in the parable prays over and over 
again his magnificent prayer, which Cardinal Newman once 
described as the essence of authentic religion: O God be merciful to 
me a sinner! I like to think that this was the prayer of Matthew’s 
humble soul, before and after his call by Christ. Matthew would 
have been guilty of his sins — we know nothing concretely of that — 
but we can see that he was very humble, and abandoned all when 
Christ privileged him with a personal call. Matthew went on to pen 
his Gospel, which many — taking their cue from Augustine and from 
the common testimony of early references to Matthew’s Gospel — 
consider the first of the four. In it he strove to show that Jesus is the 
promised Messiah, fulfilling beyond all expectations the inspired 
prophecies before him. Apart from his apostolic labours during his 
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lifetime, till the end of the world Matthew’s inspired Gospel will 
bring the person of Jesus Christ to countless souls yearning, as he 
did, for God and his grace. 

Our Gospel passage today shows Jesus Christ walking along, 
stopping in front of an obscure government official who attracted 
little more than silent dismissal, and calling him to the most 
wondrous life. He was called to be one of the Twelve, an intimate 
companion of God made man. In a special way the call of Matthew 
can be considered as symbolic of the universal call to holiness 
directed to all, no matter how obscure. Matthew’s immediate 
response shows the depths of goodness that can be found in the most 
unregarded hearts. God had been preparing him for this moment, 
and he rose to the occasion. God can do great things for me! Yes, 
and for each of us. 

-- 
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Saturday of the thirteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry 

to God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of 
truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 9:11-15; Psalm 84; Matthew 9:14-17 

Then John’s disciples came and asked him, How is it that we 
and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast? Jesus 
answered, How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is 
with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken 
from them; then they will fast. No-one sews a patch of unshrunken 
cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the 
garment, making the tear worse. Neither do men pour new wine into 
old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out 
and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new 
wineskins, and both are preserved. (Matthew 9:14-17) 
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The uniqueness of Christ In our Gospel scene today, the 
disciples of John approach our Lord because they are puzzled at the 
practice of his disciples. Without doubt they approach him with deep 
respect because of the respect for Jesus which John had constantly 
manifested. Of course, we do not know all the circumstances of the 
testimony that John gave of Jesus. With at least some of his disciples 
John had been absolutely explicit: There is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world , he told at least two of them. At this 
those two left him and followed Jesus, becoming our Lord’s first 
Apostles. Moreover, in our Lord’s confrontations with the leaders of 
the Jews he appealed to the testimony of John — suggesting that 
John had been public in his testimony about Jesus. On the other 
hand, we read in the Acts of the Apostles of various disciples of John 
years later who did not know that John had testified to Jesus. These 
disciples of John were instructed in the Gospel by individuals of the 
early Church. The point that I am making is that it is not altogether 
clear from the New Testament what information individual disciples 
of John the Baptist had picked up from their master about Jesus and 
his mission. And so in our Gospel today some disciples of John 
approach Jesus in their perplexity. They and the disciples of the 
Pharisees have been taught to fast, but you, they say, do not appear to 
teach your disciples to fast. They do not attack our Lord as if he is in 
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violation of the law of holiness as inculcated by the Scriptures — as 
the Pharisees might have done. They simply cannot understand our 
Lord’s apparent teaching and practice. Jesus is a holy prophet and 
great before God and men. What, then, is going on? In answer our 
Lord does not dispute the necessity of fasting, nor does he call into 
question their good will. Nor, though, does he agree with a 
suggestion that his own disciples do not fast at all. He simply says 
that he does not intend that at this point fasting be a notable feature 
of the religious life of his disciples. That will come later. What he 
wants now is that they be in his presence in order to come to know 
and love him. 

But underlying our Lord’s reply is a revelation of his absolute 
uniqueness. One gets the sense that the disciples of John perceived 
our Lord as being simply in the line of Old Testament religion and its 
prophets. John taught his disciples to fast, and all know that John is 
a prophet. The Pharisees teach their disciples to fast, and all 
recognize that the Pharisees are most careful practitioners of the 
Law. Why are you not then doing likewise? They are putting our 
Lord in the category of either the prophets or those who are deemed 
best in the knowledge and practice of the Law. His setting, in their 
minds, is the Law and the Prophets and in a very real sense this was a 
correct perception. Our Lord’s context is the Law and the Prophets, 
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and he himself said that he had come to fulfil the Law and the 
Prophets. But our Lord fulfilled the Law and the Prophets in a way 
that transcended the understanding possessed even by John himself 
and certainly the understanding possessed by the Pharisees. Here in 
the person of our Lord was something new. Here was the very object 
and point of Old Testament religion. Here was the Bridegroom 
himself. A new beginning was being made, and Christ’s disciples 
were to be allowed to find their religious foundation in this new 
beginning, which was himself, the Bridegroom. His disciples were 
not simply carrying on what had been lived before — it being 
business as usual, as it were. No. In Jesus there was someone 
wholly new, a new dispensation with a new beginning. He was new 
wine in new wineskins. He was a new garment, and not simply an 
excellent patch on an old garment. The Bridegroom had arrived and 
it was a time of rejoicing for those who had discovered him in their 
lives and set out on the path of discipleship. The guests must needs 
celebrate. But the time will come when the Bridegroom would be 
taken from them — then they will fast, but for the sake of the 
Bridegroom. It was a new beginning, a new dispensation, built upon 
the Old. Our Gospel today (Matthew 9:14-17) reminds us, then, of 
the utter uniqueness of Jesus Christ in the life of mankind. 
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Let us place ourselves among Christ’s disciples, for by 
baptism, Christ himself has called us to be one of his. Let us gaze 
upon him who is our Master and Friend. I have not called you 
servants, he said to his disciples. I have called you friends . The first 
thing we each must do is discover his friendship for us, for me. Jesus 
Christ, the Bridegroom of my soul and of the Church, has chosen me 
to be his friend. For this reason St Paul writes, Rejoice in the Lord 
always, again I say rejoice. Let not anything cloud that fundamental 
perception. Christ is my life and on this basis I practise my religion, 
which is the religion he revealed and entrusted his Church to bring to 
each man and woman, including me. 

-- 
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Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 2:2-5; Psalm 123:1-4; 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Mark 6:1-6 

Jesus left there and went to his home town, accompanied by his 
disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. Where did this 
man get these things? they asked. What’s this wisdom that has been 
given him, that he even does miracles! Isn ’t this the carpenter? Isn ’t 
this Maty’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon ? 
Aren’t his sisters here with us? And they took offence at him. Jesus 
said to them, Only in his home town, among his relatives and in his 
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own house is a prophet without honour. He could not do any 
miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heed 
them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:1-6) 

The work and gift of faith The lack of faith in him by his 
own townspeople amazed our Lord (Mark 6:1-6). Their response 
reminds us that throughout his public ministry our Lord was looking 
for and expecting faith in himself. Repeatedly when asked for some 
favour such as a healing he asked. Do you believe 1 can do this for 
you? When Simon Peter started to sink, after having at our Lord’s 
bidding begun to walk across the water, the Lord said to him, Man of 
little faith, why did you doubt? Christ responded to one request by 
saying that unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe! In 
the plan of God, faith in Jesus is normally the necessary path to 
salvation. Just as our Lord was about to return to his heavenly Father 
he told his Apostles that they were to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of cdl the nations. The one who believes will be 
saved. The one who refuses to believe will be condemned. The 
implication of this is that we are responsible for our decision to 
believe, and so for our salvation. There is a current of Christian 
thought, usually associated with John Calvin, that places all the stress 
on the sovereignty of God (understood in a certain way) and his 
eternal choice of us in Christ. In this view, his divine plan in effect 
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destines a person for salvation or damnation. Whatever in the event 
happens must have happened ultimately by decree of God. In this 
view, so totally is the life of faith made the work of God that the role 
of our freedom is lost sight of. All this introduces us to the Church’s 
teaching on faith, which is the supernatural virtue necessary for 
salvation. Must we be of a certain intelligence to be saved? No. 
Must we have done a specified number of good works to be saved? 
No. Must we have attained a specified level of theological and 
philosophical understanding of the doctrines of the Holy Trinity and 
the Incarnation? No. Must we believe in Jesus Christ and on this 
basis accept all that he revealed? Yes. There is this proviso, of 
course, that those who have lacked a true opportunity to know Jesus 
Christ and his teaching will be judged on their fidelity to what they 
do have, which is their God-given conscience. Implicitly , would they 
have accepted Christ in faith? Cardinal Newman once called the 
conscience the “aboriginal vicar of Christ” which is to say the natural 
and basic representative of Christ in the heart of man. So then, what 
are the characteristics of that faith which Christ has said we must 
have to be saved? 

To begin with, faith is a free gift of God. When our Lord asked 
his disciples who men said he was, they gave various answers. But 
then he asked who they themselves said he was. Simon Peter 
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answered, You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Our Lord 
responded by telling him that he was blessed for having this faith and 
that it came not from man or anything natural, but from the Father in 
heaven. It was God’s gift to him. Simon had been open to the grace 
of God enabling him to believe, and as a result he was granted saving 
faith. On this basis our Lord proceeded to name Simon as the Rock 
on which he would build his Church. One implication of this is that 
all those who would be members of Christ’s Church founded on this 
Rock would have the faith that Peter professed. This faith, just as it 
was for Simon Peter, would be a free gift from the Father in heaven. 
It is conferred at Baptism. At the same time, faith is a thoroughly 
human act. It is my own free and conscious act of belief. The fact 
that our Lord was amazed that his own townsmen had so little faith 
shows that the gift of faith is freely available from God and that I 
have plenty of reasons for belief. I am responsible for believing and 
responsible for refusing to believe. It is what I choose to do. The 
action of the Father bestowing this gift of faith prompts and enables 
the will to make its free and truly personal choice. Using my mind 
— as did Simon Peter — and making my own choice — as did 
Simon Peter — I freely assent to divine truth as it is embodied in 
Jesus and uttered by him in his teaching. Because I believe that 
Jesus is truly God, my faith is most certain because it is founded not 
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just on my own power of reasoning or on the authority of some great 
religious mind, but on God himself. My faith in Jesus and in his 
teaching as it comes to me in the teaching of his Church is most 
certain because it is the word of God himself. My faith in Jesus 
works and grows through the exercise of charity and also through 
prayer and listening to the word of God. Even here on earth it gives 
me a faint foretaste of the joys of heaven. 

Those of us who have been granted the gift of faith in Jesus 
and a readiness to accept his teaching ought to cultivate a profound 
appreciation of it. It is the foundation of our Christian life. It comes 
from God as his free gift. At the same time I am responsible for the 
choice I make to believe or not to believe and this choice has 
profound consequences for my eternal destiny. I am also responsible 
for the work I put in to cultivate and develop this gift of faith. This is 
the work of God , our Lord once said, to believe in the one he has 
sent. Let us make that our chief work in life and take all the 
necessary means to grow in this belief. If we live according to it, it 
will take us to heaven. 

Lurther reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 153-165 
(On Laith) 
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Monday of the fourteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 2: 16.17-18.21-22; Ps 144; Matthew 9:18-26 

While Jesus was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him 
and said, My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand 
on her, and she will live. Jesus got up and went with him, and so did 
his disciples. Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding 
for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his 
cloak. She said to herself, If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed. 
Jesus turned and saw her. Take heart, daughter, he said, your faith 
has healed you. And the woman was heeded from that moment. 
When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and 
the noisy crowd, he scud, Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep. 
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But they laughed at him. After the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this 
spread through all that region. (Matthew 9:18-26) 

God’s care for me Let us notice a detail or two in our 
Gospel passage today. The scene opens with our Lord speaking — 
he was speaking to the disciples of John the Baptist — when “a 
ruler ” approached him with profound respect. So our Lord paused to 
receive him and hear what he had to ask. The man told him that his 
daughter had just died. Despite this sad end he asked our Lord to 
come and lay his hand on her and she would live. He had great faith 
in our Lord’s power — let us remember that in the Gospel of St John, 
Martha and Mary lamented the fact that our Lord arrived after their 
brother had died. It seems they did not expect a raising from the 
dead. This man in our passage today does expect this, if only our 
Lord would come and lay his hand on her. Notice, though, that our 
Lord does get up and go with him — he does not simply say to the 
man, go, your daughter will live. That is to say, he accommodates 
himself to the precise request. The man had asked of him that he 
come, and he did come. He walked with him to the house. He dealt 
with the person in a very personal and individual manner. On an 
earlier occasion in the same Gospel (ch.8) a centurion approached 
him to tell him that his servant was grievously sick. Our Lord 
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offered to go and heal him. But the centurion said that he was not 
worthy to have him under his roof — a mere word from him would 
be sufficient. After praising the centurion highly for his faith, our 
Lord did not visit the house but simply gave the word and the servant 
was healed. Again, he accommodated himself to the precise request. 
In the scene of our Gospel today (eh.9), our Lord accompanies the 
ruler to his home with his disciples following. Then secretly, an 
ailing woman touched the hem of his garment expecting from that 
action a cure. At that, our Lord turned and saw her, assuring her that 
her faith in him had brought her the healing she desired. Again, he 
accommodated himself to the situation of the person in need. All this 
indicates that God knows us personally. 

All these are simple incidents but we ought to ponder their 
significance for us in our relationship with God. The general danger 
in a secular age and culture — possibly in any age and any culture — 
is to think that God is distant and unconcerned for me and my 
particular needs. The danger is of living a religion which allows for 
a general providence but not a particular one. We accept that, if and 
since there is a God, he rules the world in a general way. I suspect 
that many do not even go that far. Rather than looking on God as the 
world’s Ruler, they look on him as no more than its Initiator. God 
created and then leaves the world to its own laws and devices — 
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indeed it is a common feature of man’s religions that the high god 
and creator departs and leaves the scene to the lesser spirits. Man, I 
suspect, if he gets beyond pantheism tends to be a deist or a believer 
in a general providence. One of the tests of a personal religion is 
whether a person believes in a particular providence, a God who 
cares for him in particular and who responds to his particular needs 
and requests. One of the tests of this belief (in a particular 
providence) is whether one asks God for the things one needs, and 
whether one persists in asking despite delays. Various details in the 
Gospels show that God exercises a particular providence over us — a 
providence that is very particular indeed. The details of our Gospel 
scene (Matthew 9:18-26) which I have been highlighting illustrate 
this particular regard and care that God has for us in all our 
individuality. Christ receives a request to come, and he gets up and 
comes. He is secretly approached by a woman who touches the hem 
of his garment, and the healing comes in the way she has expected 
and desired. He then proceeds to the house of the ruler and does as 
has been requested — he extends his hand, takes hold of the hand of 
the girl and raises her up. God exercises a very particular and 
personal care for us. As St Paul writes, Christ loved me and gave 
himself up for me — not just for humanity in general. 
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Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene today among those 
in our Lord’s company. Perhaps we do not have a particular request 
to make of Christ — and perhaps that is often our situation. We are 
not among those who only approach Christ if they have something to 
request of him. We are in his company and he makes us feel that we, 
each of us, is personally known by him and loved by him. He turns 
and looks at me personally. It is very evident that He knows me 
through and through. He loves me. He smiles on me. Let us bring to 
our entire relationship with the living risen Jesus a real faith in his 
personal love for us and his particular providence in our regard. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the fourteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 8: 4-7.11-13; Psalm 113b; Matthew 9:32-38 

While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed 
and could not talk was brought to Jesus. And when the demon was 
driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was 
amazed and scud, Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel. But 
the Pharisees scud, It is by the prince of demons that he drives out 
demons. Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
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sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest 
is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. (Matthew 9:32- 
38) 


The incomparable One Matthew’s Gospel is notable for 
setting Jesus Christ within the context of “the Scriptures”. That is to 
say, because of Matthew’s frequent allusions to Old Testament texts 
and how Christ fulfilled the Scriptures, it is clearly one of his aims to 
show how Jesus relates to the entirety of revealed religion. As 
Messiah, he fulfils the Scriptures and they are to be understood in 
light of him. This is one of the reasons why many scholars are of the 
view that his Gospel was written above all for those with a Jewish 
background. Now, in our passage today Matthew reports a 
significant observation made by the crowds, and I suspect that it is 
reported by Matthew with approval. Matthew surely reports it as 
representing his own teaching on the person and ministry of Jesus. 
The crowd, having seen Christ sovereignly expel the demon from the 
mute man with the result that the man immediately spoke, marvelled. 
The crowd was amazed and said, Nothing like this has ever been seen 
in Israel. The people were obviously not simply referring to our 
Lord’s casting out of a demon to enable a dumb man to speak. They 
were referring to the entire range of supernatural power being so 
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effortlessly wielded by Christ. Nothing seemed difficult for him 
when it came to the command of the natural and supernatural 
elements. Who in all of Israel’s history could compare with him? 
The crowds could think of no one in their past who could equal him. 
They may have been especially thinking of Christ’s confrontation 
with Satan and his minion spirits and of how he dominated them with 
such ease. When we think of it, where in the Old Testament is there 
any parallel with Christ’s confrontation with and domination of 
Satan? Eve entered into dialogue with Satan and it led to her and her 
husband’s undoing. Job resisted the wiles of Satan but did not 
overthrow him. Moses did not formally confront Satan in any 
explicit and massive way. The same is to be said of the Prophets. 
We do not read of John the Baptist confronting Satan and the demons 
and scattering them. 

This is one (among many) of the obvious differences between 
Christ and those various servants of Yahweh who had gone before 
him. But it was not the only way in which nothing like him or what 
he was doing had been seen before in Israel. No one had displayed 
such power on so many distinct fronts. He effortlessly raised the 
dead at a mere word. He cured all kinds of illnesses. With a handful 
of food he fed thousands of people. He walked on a turbulent sea 
over a considerable distance and at a word calmed a powerful storm 
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at sea. What he would not do is tamper with the freedom of man. If 
people chose to reject him or harass him or scheme against him and 
even betray him — as did one of his very own — then he did not 
exercise his almighty power to prevent them. He did not make 
people love and accept him nor did he prevent people from setting 
their faces against him. But of course, his almighty power was, in 
the event, displayed precisely in his freely submitting to the 
machinations of men and in redeeming the world of its sin precisely 
in this setting. In Christ’s power, which was revealed constantly in 
his mercy and compassion, was seen nothing of the like in Israel’s 
history. In Christ’s teaching too there was also something altogether 
unique. Though fulfilling the teaching of the Old Testament, in so 
many respects it transcended it. I am referring above all to Christ’s 
teaching about himself and his mission. The Father and I are one , he 
said. Where was the like in all of Israel’s history? Before Abraham 
ever was, I am. My Father works, so then do I. The leaders of the 
Jews took up stones to stone him because in calling God his own 
Father in the sense he clearly meant, he was making himself equal to 
God. Where was the like in all of Israel’s history? He who sees me, 
sees the Father ... The Father is in me and 1 am in the Father... 1 
shall send you another Advocate, the Spirit of Truth. All he has will 
be taken from what is mine... He who believes in me will live forever. 
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As the crowd said, Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel 
(Matthew 9:32-38). 

Despite all this, it is very possible for man to refuse Christ and 
his unique claims and teaching. We read that the Pharisees, seeing 
all he was doing, accused him of being evil. It was through being in 
league with Satan that he was doing these extraordinary things — so 
they sneered. So our response to Christ will very much depend on 
the basic disposition of our will. Our judgment on him will depend 
on our own moral choice. Are we disposed to submit to the truth, or 
are we disposed to refuse it? Let us make our choice for Christ and 
follow him no matter what the cost. Therein lies life everlasting. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the fourteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 10:1-3.7-8.12; Psalm 104; Matthew 10:1-7 

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and 
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon 
(who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son ofZebedee, 
and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 
Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. These 
twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: Do not go 
among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather 
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to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is near. ’ (Matthew 10:1-7) 

The Twelve As I have remarked before, for the Christian, 
one of the notable advantages of making a study of comparative 
religion is that the distinctiveness of Christ and Christianity is seen in 
sharper relief. Similarly, if Christ is set (as he should be) within the 
context of the entire sweep of the Scriptures, both Old and New 
Testaments, we are helped to see his transcendent significance. He 
exceeds all that has gone before him. As St John the Baptist 
explained to his disciples, Jesus is the Bridegroom now arrived. He, 
John — representing, we may say, the Old Testament — is merely 
the friend of the Bridegroom. In our Gospel today the passage opens 
with our Lord calling twelve of his disciples to be Apostles. He had 
many disciples and we read in one Gospel that he sent out ahead of 
him seventy-two to prepare the way before him. In the Gospel of St 
John when our Lord announced the doctrine of the Eucharist in the 
Synagogue, many of his disciples left him. When, in the Acts of the 
Apostles, the election of a successor to Judas Iscariot was being 
arranged, there were about one hundred and twenty present. Peter 
pointed out that there were men there who had walked in their 
company ever since the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry and 
who had remained faithful to Jesus till the Ascension (1:21). Of all 
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these disciples Christ chose twelve to be the Apostles, the leaders. 
Why twelve? Our Lord obviously was thinking of the twelve tribes 
of Israel and their twelve patriarchs. In the Old Testament, God was 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That was how he introduced 
himself to Moses in the Burning Bush (Exodus 3:6). In that 
encounter, God then refers to his people: 1 have witnessed the 
affliction of my people in Egypt (3:7). When did the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel) become the God of a people ? We 
may say that this began to happen with the emergence of the twelve 
sons of Jacob (Genesis 35:23) and the prophecies of Jacob, which 
were over those twelve sons (Genesis 48 and 49). The twelve sons 
of Israel (Jacob) are the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel and they 
are a people on the basis of the covenant of God with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. 

Moses placed the twelve tribes of Israel on a new basis, on the 
basis of the covenant of Sinai. Following Sinai, over the course of 
sacred history the twelve tribes of Israel pass through numerous 
mishaps and are scattered. Judah continues to bear with it the special 
blessing of Jacob. The tribe of Judah possesses the sceptre “until he 
comes to whom it belongs. To him shall be the obedience of the 
nations ,, (Genesis 49:10). This prophecy of Jacob points to the 
Messiah who will fulfil the ancient promise made by God to 
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Abraham that through him all the families of the earth will be 
blessed. In Jesus, the one from the tribe of Judah to whom the 
sceptre belongs has now arrived. He reconstitutes the people of God 
on a new basis. All the nations will be blessed and the mission of 
this new people will be to the world. And so our Lord selects from 
his disciples the Twelve. They are to be the patriarchs of the new 
Israel. What other prophet before Christ presumed to gather 
disciples on such a basis as this, and with such resonant allusions to 
the origins of the people of God? A new people was in the making, 
and just as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had formed his 
people at the beginning, so now, in the person of his Messiah, he was 
forming his people anew. Here was a new Moses, but one far 
greater. At God’s command, Moses had led the twelve tribes out of 
slavery to the promised land, but with a new covenant established on 
Sinai. It had renewed and taken forward the covenant of God with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Here, though, in Jesus, a new people was 
being formed that did not break with the old but fulfilled it. There 
was a new Twelve (Matthew 10:1-7) and there would be a new 
covenant and a new Church, founded not on kinship and ethnicity, 
but on sharing the life and spirit of Jesus Christ. Through the gift of 
grace won for us by Christ’s death on the cross, this new people 
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would be members of God’s family through being brothers and 
sisters of Jesus Christ. 

What we are speaking of here is the founding of Christ’s 
Church on the Twelve Apostles, with Simon Peter at their head. 
These twelve he sent out during his public ministry. It was a 
foretaste of his great commission given to them after his rising from 
the dead. Just before he ascended into heaven, he commanded the 
Twelve to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the 
nations, for all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to 
him. The sceptre had passed to the one to whom it belonged. To 
him was due the obedience of the nations. By the gift of faith and 
our baptism we are members of this Church. Let us play our part in 
its mission, then! 
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Thursday of the fourteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 11:1-4.8-9; Psalm 79; Matthew 10:7-15 

Jesus said to the Twelve, As you go, preach this message: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is near. ’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, 
freely give. Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your 
belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a 
staff; for the worker is worth his keep. Whatever town or village you 
enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at his house 
until you leave. As you enter the home, give it your greeting. If the 
home is deserx’ing, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace 
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return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your 
words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or 
town. I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town (Matthew 10:7- 
15). 


Acceptance of dogma Perhaps the most distinguishing 
feature of the Oxford Movement which arose in the Anglican Church 
in England during 1833 was its emphasis on the dogmatic principle 
of the Christian religion. Dogmas, it insisted, were fundamental, 
non-negotiable and required of Christian belief. It is in no way 
enough to be merely sincere if in fact you are calling into question a 
required point of Christian doctrine — let us say, the doctrine of 
eternal reward and punishment, or the doctrine of the divinity of 
Jesus Christ or the necessity of the Atonement for our salvation. 
Salvation requires assent to certain dogmas. The acknowledged 
leader of the Oxford Movement was John Henry, later Cardinal, 
Newman. One of his close friends prior to the beginning of the 
Movement of 1833 was Joseph Blanco White. Blanco White 
published attacks on the insistence on dogma, arguing that it is 
absurd to claim that God would judge one worthy of damnation 
because of a wrong opinion. Ultimately he was arguing that religion 
is a matter of sincere personal opinion, whereas Newman was 
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arguing that religion is a matter of objective dogma. Though 
Newman was absolutely right and Blanco White wrong, it could be 
argued that the view Blanco White represented carried the day. By 
that I mean that the religion of modem man is based on the notion 
that each person is to make up his own mind on the truth or 
otherwise of the classic doctrines of revealed religion. That is to say, 
what really matters is not that one be objectively correct but that one 
be sincere. Be that as it may, let us consider our Gospel today and 
our Lord’s words to the Twelve (Matthew 10:7-15). They are to 
proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is near. In respect to any town 
which does not welcome or listen to their words, the Twelve are to 
shake off the dust of that town from their feet. That is to say, for 
refusing to welcome the doctrine of Christ as announced to them by 
the Twelve, that town is reprehensible. Its judgement will be more 
severe than that of Sodom and Gomorrah. Having a sincere personal 
opinion is not enough. The one who refuses to believe will be 
condemned. 

Of course, a person can be sincere in his rejection of the 
message of Christ, but that does not necessarily mean that he is not 
blameworthy. Our Lord repeatedly condemned the leaders of the 
Jews for their obstinacy of heart, and during his interrogation by 
Pilate our Lord said that those who had rejected him and handed him 
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over had the greater guilt. Yet, on the Cross, Christ appealed to his 
heavenly Father that he forgive them, for, he said, they did not know 
what they were doing. So, they were blind yet guilty. When Peter 
cured the lame man in the Temple he went on to address the people 
(Acts 3: 17). He told the people that it was through ignorance that 
they had done away with Jesus and rejected his teaching, “as did also 
your rulers .” Yet they were to repent and be converted, that “your 
sins may be blotted out.” So their blindness which led them to 
commit so great a sin was itself morally reprehensible. It required 
repentance. Sincerity in opposition to the truth is not enough. It is 
the truth which sets us free. Of course, we must immediately go on 
to say that there are indeed circumstances which can result in a 
person not having heard the message of the Gospel in the first place, 
or having had it so obscured that in effect they do not hear it. This 
mitigates guilt. To use the classic expression, a person can be in a 
state of invincible ignorance which shows in their confirmed 
conviction. These allowances having been made, nevertheless our 
Lord’s words in the Gospel place the entire weight on acceptance of 
the doctrine and dogma of the Church as the path to salvation. The 
Twelve are to proclaim the message entrusted to them by Christ, and 
those who reject it will suffer condemnation. The destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah is an image of what issues from the refusal to 
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believe the message of the Twelve. The Twelve, of course, are the 
foundations of the Church. There is no weight given to mere 
sincerity in the rejection of dogma. If all that mattered were 
sincerity, then objective truth would not matter, whereas Christ’s 
words show that what matters is the acceptance of the truth. 

Let us learn to love the Creed and the teaching of the Church 
coming from Christ and his revelation. This objective Creed which 
summarizes the Scriptures and the Church’s doctrines is the Truth 
that comes from God and which, if accepted, sets a man free. Christ 
is the Way and the Life, and he is also the Truth. As the Truth he is 
man’s way to God and he brings the life of God. Let us hold fast to 
the Truth that Christ revealed and make it the non-negotiable 
dogmatic basis of our life. 


■rb»©«dv 


- 1346 - 





Friday of the fourteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 50; Matthew 10:16-23 

Jesus said to the Twelve, / am sending you out like sheep 
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 
doves. Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the 
local councils and flog you in their synagogues. On my account you 
will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and 
to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what 
to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for 
it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his 
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child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to 
death. All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm 
to the end will be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee 
to another. 1 tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the 
cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. (Matthew 10:16-23) 

The meekness of Christ If we slowly and meditatively 
consider the drift of our Lord’s words to the Twelve in our Gospel 
passage today, what comes through is that our Lord does not want his 
disciples to respond in kind to violence and oppression. Their 
response is to be like his own, one of meekness. He is speaking to 
the Twelve, to the foundation stones of his Church — and therefore, 
through them, to his Church. He is sending them out to work among 
“wolves”, and they are to be like “sheep”. That is to say, they are not 
to be like wolves among the wolves, using the manner and the 
weapons of “wolves.” They will meet with arrest, imprisonment, 
trial. They will meet with betrayal and rebellion and hatred and 
persecution. Of course, they are not to be naive and passive. They 
are to be shrewd yet innocent. They are to be on guard. They are not 
to be worrisome and fearful. They are to be strong in the face of 
hostility and persecution and when it is possible they are to flee 
persecution. But in all of it they are to be “ like sheep among 
wolves .” Our Lord’s direction bespeaks a mixture of courage, trust 
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and meekness — especially meekness. Now, to be meek in the face 
of hatred and persecution implies a tremendous strength and this is 
what the three centuries following our Lord’s ascension show. 
Through meekness they triumphed. Very different was, say, 
Mahomet. When Mahomet received opposition and persecution 
from his native city of Mecca where he had been a preacher he fled 
to Medina where he became a legislator and, most significantly, a 
warrior. Thenceforth his perceived revelations were brought to the 
world by the sword in one hand and the Koran in the other. Islam 
quickly became a match for any military empire of the day and its 
spread was an astonishing show of prowess in war. No “wolf’ in the 
world could regard Islam as a mere “sheep.” This is not what Christ 
intended for his disciples. The “wolves” of this world did indeed 
view Christians as “sheep” and the first three centuries of 
Christianity unfolded exactly as our Lord describes in our Gospel 
passage today. It was through meekness amid persecution that 
Christianity triumphed. 

A Pope great in intellect and holiness makes a pastoral visit to 
a war-riven Middle East (May, 2009). He is insulted and criticized 
by the secular press of Israel during his visit to Jerusalem. He 
responds with calmness, gentleness and meekness. His profound and 
penetrating discourses continue as he goes from Arabic to Israeli to 
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Palestinian communities. His Christian meekness continues to be the 
response to uncivil and irritable criticism. He returns to Rome and 
continues his pastoral ministry, and the World Jewish Congress lauds 
his — Pope Benedict XVI’s — visit to the Holy Land as a milestone. 
From the Christian perspective, the visit has been a time of grace but 
a notable factor in making it so was the manifest Christian spirit that 
marked the Pope’s entire demeanour throughout. He is the 
embodiment of the meekness of Christ amid criticism, bigotry and 
incomprehension. In this way, as with our Lord’s own course, as 
with the course of the three centuries following Christ, and as with 
all true Christian growth, a true advance has been made due to the 
action of the Holy Spirit. Christ does not want the Christian to strive 
to do good in the world with the weapons of the world — to be a 
wolf among wolves, as it were — but to use Christ’s weapons. The 
weapons of Christ are those of meekness, moral goodness, prudence 
and above all reliance on the action and grace of the Holy Spirit. The 
Christian has the most powerful Friend and Guide of all — the Holy 
Spirit — to help him amid all difficulties. Our Lord says. But when 
they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At 
that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you 
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you 
(Matthew 10:16-23). Christ himself was constantly led by the Holy 


- 1350 - 



Spirit throughout his public ministry, and throughout his Passion on 
to his redeeming death. Not violence but meekness and the Cross 
was the weapon with which he gained the victory. So too with the 
Christian. 

Let every member of the Church — that Church built upon the 
Twelve — take to heart the words of our Lord in our Gospel passage 
today. He sends us out to do his work every day. He does not place 
in our hands the means which the world uses, but the means he 
himself chose and which the Holy Spirit placed in his hands. They 
are the weapons of obedience to God and humility amid persecution 
and difficulty. Let us ponder on this and on the upshot which will 
always attend the efforts of the Christian who walks with Christ and 
does his work in the way Christ wishes. 

-- 
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Saturday of the fourteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 92; Matthew 10:24-33 

Jesus said to the Twelve, A student is not above his teacher, 
nor a serx’ant above his master. It is enough for the student to be like 
his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house 
has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his 
household! So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed 
that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 
What 1 tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered 
in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One 
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who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. So don 7 be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows. Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns 
me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 
(Matthew 10:24-33) 

Do not be afraid! It has been said that often the reason 
why a dog barks is that it is nervous. One of the most obvious 
reactions throughout the animal and sentient kingdom is fear, while 
there is aggression, there is also plenty of fear. The smallest insect 
flees for its life at the approach of any perceived threat, and so does 
the largest animal. Fear is an inbuilt instinct that protects the animal, 
powering its strength as it outruns the predator that is in hot pursuit. 
Fear is everywhere. But now, observe how in our Gospel passage 
today our Lord says, Do not be afraid. He says this time and again 
during his public ministry. When his disciples are caught in the 
midst of the storm at sea, he comes to them across the water. They 
think they are seeing a phantom and cry out in fear. Our Lord’s first 
words are, Do not be afraid. It is I. Did our Lord experience fear? 
Undoubtedly so, not only because he shared our humanity fully with 
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the exception of sin, but the Gospel shows he instinctively feared his 
coming Passion, for instance. In the Garden of Gethsemane he 
sweated drops of blood, appealing to his Father that his cup of 
suffering be taken away from him. In his humanity he instinctively 
feared danger and threats, but he was in no way subject to that fear. 
He mastered his instinctive fear and one of the notable features of the 
accounts of the Passion — especially in the Gospel of St John — is 
the sovereign calmness with which our Lord takes his path to 
Calvary and to his death. He was never deflected by fear. Here we 
have a Man who knew exactly what was coming to him in all its 
brutal detail — and this foreknowledge is shown at various times in 
the Gospel — but who intrepidly proceeded along the path willed by 
his Father. As the hour drew ever nearer, we see in him courage and 
absence of all bitterness at the vindictiveness of men. It is in this 
sense that Christ was fearless. He was fearless not in that he never 
experienced fear but in that no threat was allowed to turn him from 
the fulfilment of his Father’s will. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord repeats three times his 
direction to his disciples not to be afraid. Do not be afraid of them, 
he says. And again, Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Again a third time. Do not be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows. He also tells them why they are 
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not to be afraid. To begin with, he who was the Master was treated 
in the worst possible way. They even called him a devil: Beelzebub. 
If for following Christ and his way you are vilified in similar manner, 
do not be afraid. It is to be expected since they did this to the 
Master. Love and follow the Master then! There is a second reason 
for not fearing. Whatever evils come upon you in this life cannot 
compare to the joy of the next. The only real thing to fear is 
displeasing God himself. So then, be afraid, rather, of turning away 
from the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Put the 
highest store on the judgment of God. A third reason for not fearing 
is the thought that God loves you. He takes account of the smallest 
sparrow that falls to the ground and dies. How much more will he 
care for you in the way he knows to be best. So do not be afraid. Let 
us keep to Christ and his way, and to the mission of bearing witness 
to him. This work will bring the highest rewards whatever be the 
rejection endured as its result. Whoever acknowledges me before 
men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But 
whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father 
in heaven (Matthew 10:24-33). Let us remember that fear can 
debilitate a person from the following of Christ, and this fear can be 
present in various ways. A person has wealth and he constantly 
remembers that Christ commanded love and service of the poor. But 
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he cannot bring himself to part with his money. He fears the 
perceived insecurity and cannot take the step of giving alms. When 
he does, he gives only what he does not need. He needs to be 
liberated from his fear if he is to follow Christ closely. And there are 
many other fears. 

In 1531 Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico, appeared on several 
occasions to Juan Diego (now canonized). During her fourth 
apparition to him, this is what she said: “ Hear me and understand 
well, my son, that nothing should frighten or grieve you. Let not 
your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that sickness, nor any other 
sickness or anguish. Am 1 not here, who is your Mother? Are you not 
under my protection? Am I not your health? Are you not happily 
within my fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be 
disturbed by anything .” Let us always trust God the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Let us trust Mary, our heavenly mother. Let us 
trust all our heavenly friends, the angels and the saints. Let not fear 
ever deflect us from doing God’s will. 

-- 
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 7:12-15; Psalm 85:9-14; 

Ephesians 1:3-14 or Ephesians 1:3-10; Mark 6:7-13 

Calling the Twelve to him, Jesus sent them out two by two and 
gave them authority over evil spirits. These were his instructions: 
Take nothing for the journey except a staff— no bread, no bag, no 
money in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. Whenever 
you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any 
place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your 
feet when you leave, as a testimony against them. They went out and 
preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons 
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and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. (Mark 6:7- 

13) 


The Church is catholic It is plain from the Gospels that the 
mission of the Incarnate Son of God was to save the whole world 
from sin. The Angel said to Joseph that his bride-to-be, the Virgin 
Mary, would give birth to a son and that the child would save his 
people from their sins. At the threshold of his public ministry, he 
was pointed out by John the Baptist as the Lamb of God who would 
take away the sin of the world. During his public ministry he told the 
people that when he was lifted up he would draw all men to himself. 
The Samaritans he visited on one occasion recognized him as the 
Saviour of the world. Peter, when he addressed the Sanhedrin, said 
of the risen Christ that his was the only name by which men could be 
saved. The claim of the Christian religion is clear. Salvation is 
possible only through Jesus Christ. This is an exact reflection of the 
teaching of Christ himself who said that no one could come to the 
Father except through him. And yet there is this to be noticed in the 
Gospels — and in our Gospel passage today. Christ associated the 
Church with himself as part and parcel of his mission. When Buddha 
set out on his journey for enlightenment and gradually gathered 
disciples, those disciples were not in some sense necessary for his 
mission in life. He did not set them up and confer on them a 
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structure as an essential means whereby he would conquer the world 
with his message. One could describe the Buddhism which Buddha 
initiated as a movement, and that movement became the “Buddhism” 
of history. Not so Christ. He did not begin a mere movement. He 
established a very definite Church which he founded on the Twelve. 
This Church had a definite fundamental structure which would, of 
course, develop under the impetus and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
This Church is described in the New Testament as the mystical body 
and spouse of Christ. He is its head and bridegroom. Therefore 
where Christ is, there is the Church too. If one is to think in terms of 
what is revealed, one should not imagine Christ without his Church. 

It has always been understood and is expressed in the Creed 
that the marks of the Church are that it is one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic. Consider the Church’s catholic character. The Church is 
catholic fundamentally because Christ is present in her as her Head 
and Spouse. Wherever Christ is, there too is the Catholic Church, as 
St Ignatius of Antioch wrote. Because of Christ’s intimate union 
with the Church, the Church is catholic or universal in that in her is 
to be found the totality of the Christian faith. Moreover, in her there 
is necessarily contained all of the means of salvation because the 
fullness of Christ is present within her. Again, the Church is sent out 
by Christ on a mission to the whole of the human race — and this 
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precisely because of her unbreakable union with Christ whose 
mission this is. In our Gospel passage today (Mark 6:7-13) we see 
the beginnings of this catholic character which Christ gave to his 
Church in the persons of the Twelve. It is a most serious error to 
think that the Church is somehow peripheral to the person of Christ, 
and unnecessary for his mission and for his message of salvation. 
All salvation comes from Christ who is the Head of the Church, and 
it comes to man through the Church which is his body. This is 
symbolized in our Gospel today in which our Lord sends out the 
Twelve to prepare the way for him. A person who, knowing that 
Jesus was the Messiah and that he had sent out the Twelve to prepare 
his way as in our Gospel today, nevertheless refused to listen to them 
would be shutting himself off from the Kingdom being announced. 
Its parallel would be the person who, knowing that the Church was 
founded by Christ and is necessary for salvation, nevertheless refuses 
to enter her or remain in her. He is shutting himself off from 
communion with Christ himself. At the same time, thanks to Christ, 
those who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of 
Christ and his Church but sincerely seek God and, moved by his 
grace, try to do his will as it is known through the dictates of 
conscience, can attain salvation. But unknown to them, this salvation 
will be theirs through Christ who is present in his body the Church. 
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Christ is the only saviour of all men and the Church is his 
mystical body and spouse. Because of this, the Church is catholic 
and has been called the Catholic Church from the beginning. We all, 
all of Christ’s faithful whatever be our office and calling in the 
Church, share in Christ’s universal mission to the world. Life is 
short and eternity is long. Let us use the rapidly passing days of life 
to bring the one thing necessary to all men and women. That one 
thing necessary is the person and teaching of Jesus Christ. By 
believing in him and freely submitting to his revelation as it comes 
through the ministry of the Church, man is saved. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.830-856 
(The church is catholic; mission is a consequence) 

-- 
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Monday of the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 

behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 1: 10-17; Psalm 49; Matthew 10:34-11:1 

Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. / 
did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn ‘a 
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be 
the members of his own household. ’ Anyone who loves his father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does 
not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
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He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives 
the one who sent me. Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives a 
righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous 
man’s reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one 
of these little ones because he is my disciple, / tell you the truth, he 
will certainly not lose his reward. After Jesus had finished 
instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 
preach in the towns of Galilee. (Matthew 10:34-11:1) 

The focus of all religion The Roman Empire came to 
attack the Christians because they were impious. They did not 
respect the gods. The Empire did not suppress the gods of the 
peoples they annexed and governed. Rather, they were all absorbed 
into the cultural pantheon of the gods of the Empire. The Christians 
were an entirely different case. In their own minds and in their talk 
the Christians put down all other gods, including all talk of the 
Emperor being a god. That is to say, they proclaimed that there was 
only one true God and they were prepared to die for this. There was 
also this extraordinary feature in their religion. This one God they 
worshipped was discovered to be a man who had been executed by 
an official of the Empire and who, the Christians thought, had come 
back from the dead. It was all a revolutionary absurdity and it was 
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perceived as a threat to the religious foundations of the Empire, for 
the Christians were growing. This stark uniqueness of the Christian 
religion in the religious context of its time was a reflection of the 
uniqueness of Christ himself within the context of the religion of the 
children of Abraham. Just as Rome considered Christianity a threat 
to its foundations, so Jesus was considered by the religious leaders to 
be a threat to their religious order. On one occasion when our Lord 
worked a dramatic and effortless exorcism, the people said that 
nothing like this had ever been seen in Israel. We could say the same 
thing about the person of Jesus himself and his claims. Our Lord 
was clearly in the line of the prophets, and the people said of him that 
a great prophet had arisen, and that God had once again visited his 
people. But no prophet did what Christ did. John the Baptist, 
despite his greatness, could not compare with him. Lrom the 
beginning of our Lord’s public ministry he began to attract more 
disciples than did John, and the gospel records John’s disciples 
saying that to him. The range and power of Christ’s miracles, the 
loftiness of his teaching and personal holiness, and yet his amazing 
ease of access, placed him at a level that transcended all who had 
gone before him. 

Most notable in our Lord’s teaching was the place he himself 
occupied in it. The prophets back to the greatest of the patriarchs 
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pointed to God. Jesus points to himself as the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. No prophet before him presented himself as Jesus did, as the 
very object and focus of revealed religion. The one who sees me sees 
the Father , he said. During his public ministry he strove to gain 
disciples and those disciples would have as their mission the winning 
of more disciples. The “disciples” were disciples of Jesus , looking 
not merely to his prophetic teaching, but to him. We read in the Acts 
of the Apostles that the party of St Paul at various points came across 
disciples of John the Baptist. Those disciples of John would never 
have thought of John as being the object of their worship. The case 
was different with Jesus. Jesus had come to be himself the centre of 
the lives of his disciples, the love of their life. Salvation consisted in 
becoming a disciple of Jesus, such that the love, worship and 
following of him itself conveyed salvation. It is in this setting that 
we ought to read our Gospel today. Our Lord asks for complete 
dedication to his person. He is to be the supreme love of one’s life, a 
love exceeding that of one’s own immediate family. “ Anyone who 
loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone 
who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 
anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me” (Matthew 10:34-11:1). He asks that we lose our life for his 
sake, promising that we shall gain it if we do this. This love for 
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Jesus himself is to motivate our assistance to others: “ And if anyone 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he 
is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his 
reward .” Neither Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, nor Moses nor the prophets 
asked for this absolute dedication to their persons. Jesus Christ does 
and he does so because he is our Redeemer and our God, the source 
of all divine life for man. 

Let us then be very clear about the Christian faith. It is not just 
a body of revealed doctrine to which we adhere, even though it 
certainly is a body of revealed doctrine. It is not just a holy way of 
life, a sure path through life to heaven. It is the love, the veneration 
and the following of a Person. That Person is Jesus Christ, risen 
from the dead. The entire purpose of life is to know, love and serve 
him here on earth so as to be able to see and enjoy him for ever in 
heaven. Jesus Christ is the object of revealed religion and of the 
natural religion of mankind. 
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Tuesday of the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 

behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7: 1-9; Psalm 47; Matthew 11:20-24 

Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his 
miracles had been performed, because they did not repent. Woe to 
you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were 
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will 
be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for 
you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you 
will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were performed in 
you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this 
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day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day 
of judgment than for you. (Matthew 11:20-24) 

My personal freedom One of the most powerful of 

modern ideas that are concerned with man in society has been 
socialism. Socialism is a broad term that embraces various theories 
of economic organization advocating general rather than private 
ownership and administration of the means of production and 
distribution of goods. It seeks to build a society marked by equal 
opportunities for all with a special emphasis on full compensation for 
personal labour expended in production, rather than for, say, capital. 
The greatest organised and public impetus given to socialism was the 
First International Workingmen’s Association of 1865, with Karl 
Marx and Johann Eccarius, both living in England, as its mainstays. 
The purpose of my mentioning this here is not to reflect on the 
religious value or otherwise of socialism, but to refer to the 
philosophical ideas of one of socialism’s founders. I refer to Robert 
Owen the utopian socialist and founder of the cooperative movement 
in the early years of the nineteenth century in England. His master 
work was A New View of Society, or Essays on the Principle of the 
Formation of the Human Character. The first of the four essays that 
make up this work appeared in 1813. Owen had originally been a 
follower of the utilitarian and agnostic ideas of Jeremy Bentham, and 
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his thought, as expressed in his Essays , have as their cornerstone the 
lack of responsibility of man for his actions and the all-important 
effect of external influences on him. Man is the product of his 
environment and not the result of his choices, which includes of 
course his failure to choose. Owen’s denial of personal freedom, and 
with it the denial of religion and a truly personal morality, 
contributed not only to the character of socialism as it emerged but to 
modern secular culture. There has been another contributor to this 
outlook and it came from certain currents of Christian thought which 
stressed the total and utter depravity of man as a result of the original 
Fall. Grace is the only hope for man. This is true but it can, if not 
considered carefully, in effect discount personal freedom. 

In fact, there is a vast web of influences which reduce modern 
man’s appreciation of his personal freedom. We sin, and while our 
sins are the result of the original Fall and our consequent proneness 
to sin, nevertheless they are also due to our own personal choices. 
We consent to sin and we are conscious of this. We need God’s 
grace to resist sin, but resistance to sin and the pursuit of the good 
also involve our personal choice. We are not the mere products of 
influences external to our power to choose, whether those influences 
be quite external to us or internal to us. We are not merely the 
product of environment or personal impulses. In a sense this truth is 
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clear from personal reflection and experience, but it is also manifest 
in our Lord’s teaching. In our Gospel today our Lord “ began to 
denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been 
performed, because they did not repent ” (Matthew 11:20-24). They 
failed to repent and this was the object of Christ’s condemnation. 
Our Lord did not say that they could not help it because their 
situation, their background and other factors rendered them incapable 
of true repentance. Our Lord was divine and he pronounced on their 
personal responsibility. They were personcdly responsible for their 
failure to respond to his clear teaching and the numerous 
manifestations of his unique prophetic character — indeed far 
beyond that of the prophets. Because of their responsibility for this, 
they would be condemned. “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had been 
performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre 
and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you.” Christ is saying that 
they were taking the path to Hell. An implication of our Lord’s 
words in today’s Gospel passage is that the power to choose freely is 
a fundamental endowment of every man, and with it comes an 
unavoidable personal responsibility for which we shall all be held to 
account before the judgment of God. 
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Let us have a deep conviction of the inestimable gift of 
personal freedom. What a mystery this power is, because it can lead 
a person — with the aid of grace — to the heights of personal 
sanctity. The neglect and misuse of freedom can lead to the depths of 
personal wickedness. Within the ranks of Christ’s Twelve, there 
were Peter and John, ardent disciples of Christ, and there was Judas 
who betrayed him and went the way prompted by Satan. Let us 
choose well then! Let us every day make our choice for Christ and 
never fail to live it out. This we can do by the gift of grace. Grace 
and personal freedom are the linchpins of human good. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 

behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 10: 5-7.13-16; Psalm 93; Matthew 11:25-27 

At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this 
was your good pleasure. All things have been committed to me by 
my Father. No-one knows the Son except the Father, and no-one 
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. (Matthew 11:25-27) 
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The three divine persons Consider Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, the great patriarchs of the chosen people, the ones with whom 
God entered into special relations and called to their special mission. 
God is looked on as the Father of the special covenant established 
with the Patriarchs, but was he addressed by them as “Father”? Not 
typically. Consider Moses, David and the Prophets. Did they 
typically address Yahweh God as “Father”? Not typically. Rather, 
he was the Lord our God, the one and only Lord, Lord of heaven and 
earth. But consider Jesus Christ. Did he typically address the Lord 
God of heaven and earth as “Father”? Yes indeed. He referred to 
Yahweh God as “my Father.’’' In speaking to God, he used the word 
“Father” as his fonn of address. This is one of the distinctive 
features about Jesus Christ in the entire sweep of the Scriptures. I 
suspect it is principally — though not of course exclusively — due to 
Jesus Christ that the common mode of addressing God as “Father” 
entered into mankind’s prayer and religious history. So unique was 
this that it shocked the leaders of the Jews, and we read in the Gospel 
of St John that they took steps to stone him for it because, they said, 
in referring to God as his own Father, Christ was making himself 
equal to God. They perceived aright. In presuming the liberty of 
addressing and referring to God as his very own Father, Christ was 
placing himself at the right hand of the great God. At the same time, 
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while equal to his heavenly Father, he looked up to him as his Father. 
Not only was this the practice of Christ himself, but he taught his 
disciples to address God in this fashion too. When asked by his 
disciples to teach them how to pray, he told them to begin this way, 
Our Father who art in heaven. So important was this teaching that 
St Paul writes in one of his letters that the Holy Spirit — the gift of 
Christ and the Father — teaches us to cry out to God, “Abba!” 
(which is to say, “my Father, my dearest Father!”). This 
extraordinary form of addressing the great and most high God is the 
result of our being drawn by Christ into the very life of the Holy 
Trinity. 

Christ’s prayer to his heavenly Father in our Gospel today 
reminds us of the revelation that God is one being but three divine 
persons, and the three act in an ineffable union constantly. For 
instance, the Father is continually enabling those who are properly 
disposed to grasp the teaching of Jesus Christ his Son. On one 
occasion in the Gospels our Lord, having asked his disciples what the 
people were saying about him, asked them what they said of him. 
Simon Peter gave the right answer, that he was the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God. Our Lord responded by telling him that he was 
blessed, for the Father in heaven had revealed this to him. In our 
Gospel today (Matthew 11:25-27) Christ addresses his Father, giving 
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praise and thanks to him for the illumination he has been giving to 
the “little children” who are his disciples. “/ praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 
Father, for this was your good pleasured ’ That is to say, the Father is 
very active in collaborating with the efforts of his divine Son. The 
two divine persons are working in tandem. But there is a third great 
factor at work, and that is the person of the Spirit. The Father and 
the Son work in unison, each with the other by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. It is interesting to see the enormous veneration our Lord 
displays not only for the Father, but also for the person of the Holy 
Spirit. He says that if a person blasphemes against the Holy Spirit he 
is guilty of an eternal sin. I like to think of this statement as 
indicative not only of the seriousness of this special kind of sin, but 
of the love and veneration for the person of the Holy Spirit by both 
the Father and the Son. Equally with the Father and the Son he is to 
be worshipped and glorified as a distinct divine person. At the same 
time the Holy Spirit keeps somewhat in the background, and I like to 
think of this hiddenness of the Holy Spirit as bespeaking his divine 
humility. He, the divine Spirit of God, is exalted and at the same 
time is ineffably humble. 
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Our Lord says that the Father has placed everything in his 
hands. He says that no one knows the Father except the Son and no 
one knows the Son except the Father. He, the Son reveals the Father 
to those whom he chooses. All this is done by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Let us pray as persons who have been drawn into the very life 
of the Holy Trinity, and who are devoted to each of the three divine 
persons. It is a doctrine of the Church that the three divine persons 
dwell within the soul of the one who is in the state of grace. Let us 
go about our duties with a deep faith in this reality, speaking to the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit as our Lord would have us speak. 

-- 
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Thursday of the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 

behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 26: 7-9.12.16-19; Ps 101; Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus said, Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28- 
30) 


Come to me! It is almost proverbial that suffering is the lot 
of man. This is not to say that life is made up only of suffering, for 
there are many wonderful joys in life: the joys of family, 
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achievement, health, religion and many other things besides. Despite 
this, suffering is unavoidable and there is no doubt that many think 
that suffering dominates the scene of human life. So much of human 
culture and thought is taken up with the question of how to respond 
to and deal with human suffering. The response to suffering is also a 
key to an understanding of the various religions, for they have their 
responses to this problem. It is certainly the case that a key to the 
understanding of the Christian religion is found in its response to sin 
and suffering. Man sinned. He continues to sin — and in fact this 
should be obvious to his conscience. From this sin flowed suffering. 
As St Paul writes, Sin entered the world through one man and with 
sin came death. In response to the sin of man God became man, 
redeemed him from his sin and offered him a share in his divine life. 
Thus is the end of sin and suffering in sight. For all those found to 
be in Christ it will be done away with at the end. But what of now? 
Even though through faith and baptism he has within him the seed of 
the answer to suffering and sin, man is still burdened with suffering 
and sin. What is he to do about it now? The answer to this practical 
question comes to us from across the centuries. It arises from the 
Gospels and is borne along in the Church’s Tradition and preaching. 
The answer is, Come to me! They are the words of Christ to every 
man and to all mankind together. Come to me, and trust in me. I 
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will give you rest. The answer to the evil and suffering of life lies in 
friendship with and the following of Jesus. 

Consider this. Did Abraham, Isaac or Jacob — the great 
patriarchs of historical Revelation — say to their own and to 
posterity, Come to me, you who carry the burdens of life? Did 
Moses, David or any of the Prophets? Did they put themselves 
forward as the answer to the burdens of man? No, of course they did 
not. They pointed to Yahweh God as the answer to the sin and the 
sufferings of man. Did Buddha in his search for happiness and in his 
teaching which he bequeathed to his disciples and posterity say, 
Come to me and you will find rest? No. Not at all — he pointed to 
an Ultimate, an Absolute as the answer to man’s lack of happiness. 
That is to say, he pointed to Enlightenment, to the Nirvana. Did 
Mahomet say, Come to me and you will find rest for your souls? No. 
But what of Jesus Christ? Now, this is exactly what he did say. 
“Jesus said, Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light ” (Matthew 11:28-30). It 
is one of the many distinctive features of Christ in the history of man 
and his religions that Christ points to his own Self, his own Person, 
as the answer to man’s need for happiness and wholeness and 
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security. If you are burdened and weary, come to me, he says across 
the ages. This is the message that the Church brings to the world 
from generation to generation — and when I say “the Church” I 
mean all of the Church’s members. It is especially the lay members 
of the Church who are charged with the duty to bring this message to 
the world, for the world is their proper setting and situation. They 
have the mission given to them by Christ at their baptism to bring his 
person to the world in which they live, and with his person the 
message he proclaims in today’s Gospel passage. Come to me all 
you who are weary and burdened and / will give you rest. He adds 
this important proviso. Coming to me and seeking rest in me will 
mean taking upon yourself my yoke. My yoke is easy and it will be 
the source of authentic happiness. 

The Christian religion is not just a great philosophy or 
theological system — which it is, but it is not just this. It is at heart a 
living person, the person of Jesus Christ living and risen from the 
dead. The Christian comes to Jesus with all his burdens and takes 
upon himself the yoke of Jesus. This is what will bring him 
happiness and rest for his soul. It also constitutes his mission in life, 
to bring the living Jesus with his message to the world around him. 
As St Paul writes, now not I, but Christ lives in me. And again: This 
is the mystery now revealed, Christ in you, your hope of glory. 
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Friday of the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 

behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 38:1-6.21-22.7-8; Psalm Isaiah 38; 

Matthew 12: 1-8 

At that time Jesus went through the cornfields on the Sabbath. 
His disciples were hungry and began to pick some ears of corn and 
eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, Look! Your 
disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath. He answered, 
Haven ’t you read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry? He entered the house of God, and he and his companions 
ate the consecrated bread — which was not lawful for them to do, but 
only for the priests. Or haven’t you read in the Law that on the 
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Sabbath day the Temple priests break the Sabbath without being 
blamed for it? I tell you that one greater than the Temple is here. If 
you had known what these words mean, 7 desire mercy, not 
sacrifice, ’you would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son 
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. (Matthew 12: 1-8) 

Lord of the Sabbath At various stages in the Gospels we 
see that a crucial and repeated point of conflict between our Lord and 
the scribes and Pharisees was our Lord’s attitude to the Sabbath rest. 
He upheld the Sabbath rest, of course, because it was a stipulation of 
the Law of Moses, but he interpreted its practice very differently 
from the scribes and Pharisees. He did not allow the authority on 
this point and on various others of what he called their human 
traditions. We read that, “At that time Jesus went through the 
cornfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to 
pick some ears of corn and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to him, Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on 
the Sabbath .” Let us consider this occasion, not to go into the details 
of the Sabbath dispute as such, but as the setting for something far 
more important, which was our Lord’s revelation of who he really 
was. The first point that our Lord makes in reply to them is that, at 
times, genuine need allowed a person to interpret in different ways 
the divine law of the Sabbath rest. He cites the example of David 


- 1383 - 



who, when he and his companions were hungry, entered the house of 
God and ate the bread which, by regulation, was only for the priests. 
They understood the intent of the divine law. Their severe hunger 
was a more important need in this instance than reserving the blessed 
bread for the priests alone. It was lawful to disregard the regulation 
because of a legitimate need. So, too, it was lawful for the disciples 
to pick ears of corn as they were passing through a cornfield on the 
Sabbath because they were hungry. Or again, on the Sabbath day the 
Temple priests routinely broke the Sabbath regulations in the course 
of their duties and this was understood as perfectly legitimate. 
Service of the Temple was the more important need, and the value of 
the Temple as the house of God overrode all others. But then came 
the punchline which the scribes and Pharisees had altogether missed. 
Let us consider it. 

Firstly, they did not realize the fundamental spirit of the Law. 
The Law of God as it came through Moses was the Law of a God 
rich in compassion and mercy. The Law was for man, and if the 
scribes and Pharisees had understood what God’s words meant — / 
desire mercy, not sacrifice — they would not have condemned the 
innocent. If their minds had been imbued with the mind of the God 
of mercy they would never have challenged our Lord for the 
behaviour of his disciples on this count. The implication is that he, 
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Jesus, has that mind. He has the mind of God and he is rich in 
mercy. We are reminded of St Paul’s directive in one of his Letters, 
that we are to let this mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus. But 
there is more to our passage. Our Lord tells the scribes and Pharisees 
that if service in the Temple dispensed the priests from observing the 
Sabbath in all the details of Jewish tradition, much more so does 
Jesus himself have the authority to dispense with this or that detail of 
Sabbath observance, because “one greater than the Temple is here.” 
Consider the impact of these words on the scribes and Pharisees. 
Our Lord was claiming to be greater than the Temple, which was the 
focus of the soul of the nation. The Temple was the house of God 
and it was the heart of national life. But he, Jesus, was greater. 
What prophet would have said this? Would John the Baptist have 
said it? No, but our Lord calmly said that he had that importance. 
But there was more to come, and in the same sentence. He, the Son 
of Man, was Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12: 1-8). He, the man 
Jesus, thus obliquely alluding to his claim to be the Messiah by using 
the title Son of Man, was Lord of the Sabbath. Who was Lord of the 
Sabbath but God? The object of the Sabbath was to honour and 
worship God. The purpose of the Sabbath rest was to give one’s 
serious attention to the claims of God. He, God, is the Lord of the 
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Sabbath. Now here was Jesus claiming to be the Lord of the 
Sabbath. He then, was somehow divine. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene and gaze on the 
person of Jesus as he calmly, and as it were in passing, makes these 
claims. He is greater than the Temple itself. Moreover, he is Lord of 
the Sabbath. We know what Christ means. He is the Messiah, the 
Son of God and is himself divine. He is the Lord, the Lord of all, 
Lord of the Temple and Lord of the Sabbath, Lord of the world and 
of every man and woman. He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. Let us 
then live according to these wondrous facts. 

-- 
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Saturday of the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 

behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject 
whatever is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that 
does it honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 2: 1-5; Psalm 9; Matthew 12:14-21 

The Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus. 
Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, 
and he healed all their sick, warning them not to tell who he was. 
This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: Here 
is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the 
nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no-one will hear his voice in 
the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick 
he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. In his name the 
nations will put their hope. (Matthew 12: 14-21) 
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The way of obedient suffering There is a saying coined by 
Lord Acton in a letter written in April 1887 that absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. That is a sweeping statement but in view of the 
Original Fall of man it is certainly the tendency. If man has power 
he tends to use it for his own benefit at the expense of others. If he 
has absolute power he will tend to use it in a way that will seriously 
corrupt. It is not power itself that is corrupting but rather the sinful 
tendency in man that prompts him to use power in a corrupting 
fashion. But let us notice the course that Christ took. He displayed 
power that seemed to have no limit. There was nothing he could not 
do if he chose to do it. He instantly cured the hopelessly sick and 
diseased. He raised the dead at a word. He walked on a turbulent 
sea and, on another occasion, calmed it at a word. At a word he 
expelled powerful demons. He fed thousands of people with a 
handful of food. No one could master him in debate — he left his 
opponents silenced. He easily eluded his enemies for as long as he 
chose. Finally, in obedience to the will of his Father, he placed 
himself in their hands in order to bear witness to the truth. But even 
here, at the point of arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane he silently, 
though briefly, repulsed his enemies. We are told that they fell back 
to the ground before him. The crowning manifestation of his power 
was not only that he freely gave his life, but he freely took it up 
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again, having predicted that on the third day he would rise again. 
There has been the occasional person in history who has been raised 
from the dead. Our Lord raised people from the dead on several 
occasions. Elisha in the second book of Kings raised a child from 
the dead. The Acts of the Apostles tell us of Peter raising a person 
from the dead in the name of Christ. No one did so with such ease as 
did Christ and with such personal authority. He alone promised to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and then, having died, fulfilled 
the promise. Christ showed he had absolute power and he was 
sinless withal. He was incorruptible, and yet had absolute power. 

In human history when great power comes to certain persons, 
that power is normally used to put down enemies. In the 620s 
Mahomet gradually gained great power and influence in his region, 
and he used it physically to put down his enemies. His troops 
prevailed over all opposition. What was the course pursued by 
Christ? He had showed that he possessed immeasurably more natural 
and supernatural power than any other person in history, including, it 
goes without saying, Mahomet. He told his disciples in the Garden 
of Gethsemane when they attempted to defend him, that at a word he 
could summon from his heavenly Father twelve legions of angels. 
But his course — his weapon, we might say — was that of obedience 
unto death. In our Gospel today following the plotting of the leaders 
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of the Jews, our Lord withdrew from the district. Many followed 
him and he cured their sick, asking that they not blazon forth the 
glory of his person. He followed the path of humility and meekness. 
He fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, “ Here is my serx’ant whom I have 
chosen, the one / love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or 
cry out; no-one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he 
will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out, till he 
leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope ” 
(Matthew 12: 14-21). This was the way of God as it is revealed in 
the Scriptures. The world was redeemed through obedient suffering, 
not through physical force and military victories, however justified at 
times they may be. Our Lord did not impose himself by force, 
though he had all the power to make this possible. Rather, he 
delivered himself up into the hands of sinners and bore witness to the 
truth by treading the path of obedience in the midst of unimaginable 
suffering. This obedience made up for the sin of the world and in 
this way the greatest conceivable good was done to a broken world. 
Man was once again made whole. 

It is important that the Christian understand the way of Christ 
in fulfilling the plan of God. His way is expressed in his teaching 
that if anyone wishes to be a disciple of his, he is to deny himself and 
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take up his cross every day and follow in his footsteps. If we wish 
our lives to have the greatest possible meaning; if we wish to use the 
gift of life to achieve the most good; if we wish to appear before the 
judgment seat of God with a life well lived, then we must follow 
Christ’s way and not that of the world. So then, let us begin! 

-- 
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Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 
The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23:1-6; 

Ephesians 2:13-18; Mark 6:30-34 

The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him all they 
had done and taught. Then, because so many people were coming 
and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to 
them, Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. 
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But 
many who saw them leaving recognised them and ran on foot from 
all the towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
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like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. (Mark 6:30-34) 

What makes it good The Christian knows that Jesus Christ 
is the supreme revealer of God and his plan and also of the moral 
law. He is also the supreme embodiment and exemplar of it. There 
are disagreements among Christian bodies as to exactly what our 
Lord taught in certain respects, but if a person were not to consider 
Christ as the ultimate and sure teacher of religion and morality, that 
person would not be counted as a Christian. This is because, by 
implication, he would not accept that Christ is God. Now, granted 
that Christ is divine, does the mere fact of his teaching that an action 
is good give to that action its moral goodness? Alternatively, does 
the mere fact that Christ condemns something as morally 
reprehensible give to that action its evil character? No, it does not. 
By his teaching Christ reveals the goodness or evil of an action, but 
his teaching does not of itself make of the action something good or 
evil as the case may be. The action has its own objective moral 
value, which Christ by his teaching reveals. We count on his 
revelation because he is God. Again, Christ, by acting in a certain 
way did not by that mere fact arbitrarily make the action good. He 
did it because it was good. What I mean by saying this is that the 
truth which Christ revealed and lived is not the product of what we 
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might call his arbitrary choice. Putting it more specifically, let us 
imagine someone absurdly claiming that Christ taught that some 
immoral action — say, theft or lying or even murder under certain 
circumstances — is objectively moral after all. Would this make that 
action moral? No. If in the impossible case of this being proved to 
be true, it would only discredit the Christian claim. It would not 
make the immoral action moral. God wills the truth and only the 
truth, but his will does not arbitrarily create the truth. He cannot by 
his mere decision make morally right what is morally wrong, just as 
he cannot by his mere declaration make true what is in fact false. 
Indeed, a being who attempts to do this is shown by that fact not to 
be God. A good God utterly respects the truth and the truth does not 
depend on the whim of his will. 

This is an important point, because a religion can do harm if its 
teaching on what is right or wrong is deemed to be the very source of 
the morality of human acts. It can at times and in some religions be 
thought that if the founder of the religion or those who teach on his 
behalf declare that something is good when it is not good, then that 
declaration makes it good. This is faith going radically against right 
reason and such cannot be regarded as characteristic of the divine. 
No external declaration of itself makes an action good or evil. It 
only reveals its goodness or evil as the case may be. The action has 
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its own goodness or otherwise. What then are the sources of the 
morality of human acts? The morality of human acts involves three 
elements — the nature or object of the action itself, the intention of 
the one so acting, and finally (to an extent) the circumstances of the 
action, which include its consequences. An act is morally good when 
it involves simultaneously goodness in these three components. That 
is to say, if what is actually done is itself objectively evil (say, killing 
the unborn), even if the intention is good (say, to preserve the mother 
from difficulty) the action remains evil and must be avoided. 
Alternatively, even if what is done (say, an act of kindness) is 
objectively good, an evil intention (say, to gain some personal and 
even unjust advantage) cormpts the action. On the other hand a good 
intention can never justify an evil means to achieve it. Furthermore, 
while circumstances can increase or diminish the responsibility of the 
one who is acting, they cannot change the moral quality of the acts 
themselves. They never make good an act which is itself 
intrinsically evil. In fact, there are some acts which, in and of 
themselves, are always morally wrong because of their very nature 
(for example, blasphemy, homicide, and adultery). They can never 
be justified by appealing to some good effect or circumstance which 
may possibly result from them. Now, in all this, while disagreement 
in society over moral issues can make it difficult to be sure of what is 
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moral, we have an ultimate and sure teacher: Christ. Christ our God 
is the teacher of mankind. What he teaches we know to be right, 
whatever be the opinion of man and society. 

In our Gospel today we read that our Lord “ landed and saw a 
large crowd. He had compassion on them, because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things'’’ 
(Mark 6:30-34). Christ is the teacher of mankind and the exemplar 
of all that is true and good. He has entrusted his revelation to the 
Church which he founded on the Apostles with Peter at their head, 
and he endowed his Church with the divine Spirit to guide her in all 
her teaching. Let us look to Christ, abiding in his body the Church, 
to know the way that leads to goodness and to heaven. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1750- 
1756 (The morality of human acts) 

-- 
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Monday of the sixteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 

The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 6: 1-4.6-8; Psalm 49; Matthew 12:38-42 

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to 
Jesus, Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you. He 
answered, A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous 
sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge 
fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here. The 
Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and 
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condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. 
(Matthew 12: 38-42) 

Morality needs religion I remember years ago I was good 
friends with a shearer — that is, one who sheared sheep on various 
properties for his living. He would leave on Monday and return on 
Friday. His practice was to drive out to the first sheep property on 
Monday with a friend of his who was also a shearer. On one 
Monday his friend said to him: “I hear you go to Mass on Sundays. I 
suppose you think you are good, do you?” He replied to his friend, 
“John, I don’t go to Mass because I think I am good. I go because I 
need to go.” His reply in effect said that he went to Mass because he 
knew he was not good. He hoped though that by going to Mass 
every Sunday he would become good. Many things could be said 
about that short conversation, but one is that in it a link is clearly 
perceived between religion and morality. People generally 
understand that a religion without morality is a spurious religion. 
Yet these same persons claim that there are many who believe that 
by being religious one is therefore moral. They worship on Sundays 
and think that by doing that they are themselves better (i.e., more 
moral) than those who do not. Moreover, these same persons often 
claim that it is not uncommon for a person to be “religious” and to be 
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immoral. That is to say, they fulfil the requirements of their religion 
(say, church on Sundays and daily prayers) and yet in their daily life 
they are secretly unjust and knowingly false. Now, setting aside the 
question of whether there are indeed many persons who think that by 
fulfilling religious practices they are to be counted as moral, it is 
absolutely correct that a religion without morality is a spurious 
religion. This is one of the great and distinctive teachings of 
revealed religion and it is perhaps one of the principal things that 
revealed religion has taught the world. Religion requires morality. 
The Ten Commandments bear witness to this. The prophets 
inveighed against religious sacrifices while injustice was practised. 
Pagan religion was commonly thought to consist simply in a dutiful 
observance of religious practices. It was this that pleased the gods. 
But not so Yahweh, the God of Israel. He also required a moral life. 

However, a more common failure in the modern secular culture 
is the opposite. We tend not so much to think that by being religious 
we are by that fact constituted as moral, but that we can be moral 
without being religious. We think that being good does not of itself 
necessarily involve God and religion. This has been the prevailing 
view for a long time now — ever since the rise of the modern secular 
culture. While in the contemporary world morality itself has been 
somewhat under question, generally it is not disputed that man must 
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be good. This is deemed to be self-evident, which indeed it is. It is 
evident to man’s moral sense that he should be good — though in 
many respects it is not self-evident what being good in the concrete 
involves. However, a pressing question now is, should he not be 
religious , recognizing God and his law? Consider the mythical 
figures of popular literature over the past seventy years. Consider 
the once popular comic-strip figures of Batman , or The Phantom , or 
Superman , or Tarzan. Notice that they are all very moral in the 
sense that they fight crime and are themselves moral. There are 
some modern exceptions. The Saint in more modern movies is not, 
in certain important respects, moral. But that reflects very 
contemporary failures in the norms of morality. In general, the 
culture heroes are moral but religiously agnostic. They are moral but 
in no way religious. This divorce of religion from morality has been 
a long time coming and is more or less the product of the rise of the 
idea of the secular man and secular society. But it is a profound 
mistake. There is a profound lacuna in the moral life of the one who 
lacks or rejects belief in God. This is indicated in the very structure 
of the Ten Commandments. The first three of them relate to man’s 
unequivocal acceptance of God. No other gods are to occupy the 
place of the one and only God. He is to be profoundly respected. He 
is to be worshipped. Then come the other seven commandments that 
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relate to man’s life in society — what are normally taken as the 
requirements of “morality.” The Ten Commandments show that the 
foremost element in the moral life is one’s practical recognition of 
the being of God and his place in man’s life. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 12:38-42) our Lord condemns 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law for failing to repent. The 
men of Nineveh repented, yet in Jesus there is one greater than 
Jonah! Let us repent of anything in our lives that is not in accord 
with the moral law. More importantly for modern man, let us repent 
of any notion that we do not need God in order to be good, and that 
religion is not an essential part of morality. More specifically still, 
let us understand that of ourselves we are sunk in sin, and Christ is 
the only one by whom we can be saved. To be good, we need Christ 
the Redeemer of man and the Saviour of the world. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the sixteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 

The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah7: 14-15. 18-20; Psalm 84: Matthew 12:46-50 

While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and 
brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. Someone told him, 
Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to 
you. He replied to him, Who is my mother, and who are my 
brothers? Pointing to his disciples, he said, Here are my mother and 
my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother. (Matthew 12:46-50) 

Christ’s new family When we think of Jesus as portrayed 
in the Gospels we characteristically think of him engaged in his 
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public ministry and given over to his saving service of the House of 
Israel. He is travelling all through Galilee and Judaea, preaching and 
healing, and also in Jerusalem. Occasionally he even goes beyond 
the borders of these territories to pagan settlements. But we can too 
easily forget his very human ties to his own family, meaning by that, 
his mother and his relatives. Consider that he spent thirty years in 
Nazareth, a small settlement in Galilee, a village that was some four 
miles from the commanding city of Sephoris. Sephoris was a 
bustling and cosmopolitan centre containing many Greek and Roman 
elements, and during our Lord’s early years Herod Antipas was 
restoring, developing and fortifying it. There is one tradition that the 
parents of Mary his mother (Anne and Joachim) dwelt there. In any 
case our Lord would undoubtedly have worked with Joseph his 
foster-father in Sephoris during its development under Herod and its 
immediate aftermath. It was only a short distance from their village. 
We can imagine Christ’s family life, living with Mary and Joseph 
and having many relatives in the vicinity, perhaps not only in 
Nazareth itself but also in Sephoris the nearby city. He grew up in 
obscurity, wonderfully merged with his family and community. We 
do not get the impression that our Lord had the impact on his clan 
and community of a great and obvious leader. He was discreet, 
altogether holy and altogether normal in the best sense of the word, 


- 1403 - 



marvellously at one with his immediate folk. The true and 
extraordinary power of his personality was yet to be revealed. What 
is noteworthy about these many years in Nazareth is the immersion 
of the Son of God made man in the ordinary life of Everyman, with 
all its human ties. The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

But the day finally came and this obscure though utterly and 
profoundly good Man was suddenly revealed to Israel. His striking 
wisdom, his riveting speech, his commanding supernatural power, 
his unparalleled prophetic stature, the moral beauty of his person, 
quickly gained on the nation. Presenting himself before the prophet 
of the nation — John the Baptist — that prophet deferred before him 
and pointed to him as the One long promised. He was the Lamb of 
God, John declared, who would take away the sin of the world. The 
sin of the world, not just of the nation! And so he began to move the 
chosen people of Israel. In our Gospel scene today he has before him 
truly devoted disciples who wish to do the will of the heavenly 
Father, and who are there before him drinking in his every word. A 
message comes through the crowd: “ Your mother and brothers are 
standing outside, wanting to speak to you. He replied to him, Who is 
my mother, and who are my brothers? Pointing to his disciples, he 
said, Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the 
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother''’ 
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(Matthew 12:46-50). Our Lord’s words immediately imply that a 
new and far loftier family of his is in the making. It is not, of course, 
a family that will involve a rejection of his natural family. Rather it 
is a family that, while including all natural ties, far transcends those 
ties. His “ brothers and sisters and mother'’’ are now those who 
choose to do the will of Christ’s Father in heaven. We remember 
what occurred when Christ was a boy of twelve. He went with his 
parents to Jerusalem for the great feast, perhaps for the first time. 
We remember the details as Luke describes them and how he said to 
his mother — and what a holy mother! — that he had been about his 
Father’s interests. It was a pointer to the new family that was to 
come. That family is the Church of which Mary his mother is the 
foremost member, the first and greatest Christian because her entire 
soul and life was given over to the will of the heavenly Father. 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. To all who 
accepted him he gave power to become children of God. From his 
fullness we have received, grace upon grace. Through Jesus Christ 
grace and truth have come. All this is available to the person who 
becomes by baptism a brother or sister of Jesus Christ, and thereby a 
member of his Church founded on the Apostles. We are members of 
Jesus Christ, his brothers and sisters in the Holy Spirit, children of 
God his Father! Let us take as our model the first and best and most 
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perfect of Christians, his own mother. With her let us follow Christ 
our Lord and God every day to the end, and thus to life everlasting. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the sixteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 

The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1:1.4-10; Psalm 70; Matthew 13:1-9 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 
Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and 
sat in it, while cdl the people stood on the shore. Then he told them 
many things in parables, saying: A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But 
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 
because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew 
up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
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produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 
He who has ears, let him hear. (Matthew 13: 1-9) 

God and the world John Henry Newman’s second novel 
Callista (1855), set in north Africa in the third century AD, is the 
story of a Christian convert and martyr. An important character is 
Agellius. At his mention of the “Creator” his brother Juba said, 
“ Creator ; that, 1 consider, is an assumption.... this belief of a 
Creator? Who have brought in the belief? the Christians. ‘Tis the 
Christians that began it. The world went on very well without it 
before their rise ,, (p. 18). I presume that it is Newman’s judgment 
that the widespread acceptance of the doctrine of the Creator, as 
generally understood, is due to the Christian revelation (though 
essentially not dependent on it). The one God made and sustains 
everything, and does so ex nihilo, from nothing. This implies an 
immeasurable transcendence of God from all else, and at the same 
time his immeasurable immanence. The Creator is completely Other 
in every respect — but there are likenesses, to a point, between the 
Creator and the work of his hands. So he can be spoken of with the 
aid of analogies. For instance, the expression I have just used, “the 
work of his hands” involves analogies. There is the analogy of 
“work” and the analogy of “hands” — what God has done and 
continues to do is like, to a point, human work, and his creative 
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action is like, to a point, the man who does work with his hands. So 
it is that we are able to know the ineffable God, to a point, by 
contemplating his works. To a degree, an effect must be like unto 
and indicative of its Cause. The case is unique with the First Cause 
of all because the First Cause transcends in being all other things. 
Still, the effect of his creative action reveals that he exists and 
something of what he must be like. In all of this, I am referring to a 
natural knowledge of God from his works. I would go a step further 
and make the following point. God is not like the world, the work of 
his hands, even if we know him in terms of analogies from the world. 
Rather, the world is — however remotely — made in the image of 
God. God is the archetype. In his Letter to the Ephesians, St Paul 
writes that “ before the world began God chose us in Christ to be holy 
and blameless in his sight ” (Ephesians 1: 4). Christ, the divine 
Image of the Unseen God, is the Archetype of all. 

One of the things we leam from God’s revelation of himself is 
that there are patterns in his ways. For instance, he chooses 
individuals for a mission to a wider number. He chooses a people for 
a mission to the world. He establishes a covenant, and this becomes 
a pattern, reaching a climax in the New and final Covenant 
established in the blood of his divine Son our Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are patterns in the ways of God and we who are his children 
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should strive to know them to the extent that we can. Time and again 
our Lord reveals and speaks of these patterns in the ways of God by 
recourse to analogies drawn from nature — the work of God’s hands. 
Our Gospel today is a case in point. Our Lord describes a pattern in 
nature, in the course of the world. The seed which a farmer sows 
falls on a variety of surfaces, having their various effects: "‘'some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky 
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 
because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants 
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other 
seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still 
other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop — a hundred, 
sixty or thirty times what was sown” (Matthew 13: 1-9). That is a 
pattern in nature, and our Lord means it to illustrate a pattern in the 
ways of God — which he goes on to explicate in the passage 
following upon this, not given here. In brief, just as the seed has 
power to produce its fruit but depends on the quality of the surface 
soil on which it falls, so God works with power in the hearts and 
lives of men, but is dependent on the quality of their response. The 
point to which I am adverting here, though, is that the ineffable, 
incomprehensible God, Creator of the world who utterly transcends 
all that he has made, does have his ways. To a point God can be 
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known, and to a point his ways can be known. They are known by 
God’s own creative work, and by the special revelation he has made 
of himself through the prophets, through salvation history, and 
supremely through and in his divine Son made man, Jesus Christ. 
Christ has told us of the ways of God, and his parables, drawn from 
ordinary life and nature, are privileged illustrations of the ways of 
God. My suggestion is that, apart from pondering on the teaching of 
our Lord about God and his ways in the parables which he employs, 
we take our cue from them and look on the world and its course 
generally as illustrative and revelatory of the ways of its ineffable 
Maker. The world is not just a brute fact. It is the work of God, and 
so, to a point, tells us about God and his ways. 

It is interesting to notice that in our parable today, all our Lord 
does with the crowds is invite them to reflect on the pattern that they 
see in nature. He does not explain his real point about God and his 
ways. We soon learn that this is because they were not morally 
ready to receive the point from him. Our Lord hopes that a reflection 
on what he has said about the world will open their hearts to higher 
things, things suggested by patterns in nature and the world. Let us 
take our cue from that. Let us learn to look on the world not as 
something we simply use or admire, but as something of a revelation 
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of the Creator, the echo of his voice. It will raise our minds and 
hearts to him from whom it came. 

-- 
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Thursday of the sixteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 

The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 2:1-3.7-8.12-13; Ps 35; Matthew 13:10-17 

The disciples came to Jesus and asked, Why do you speak to 
the people in parables? He replied, The knowledge of the secrets of 
the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 
Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 
This is why I speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they do not 
see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For 
this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their 
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ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and 
turn, and I would heal them. ’ But blessed are your eyes because they 
see, and your ears because they hear. For I tell you the truth, many 
prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. (Matthew 
13:10-17) 

State of the heart During his public ministry our Lord was 
commonly addressed as “Teacher”. He gathered — indeed he sought 
— disciples, and disciples were persons who had committed 
themselves to learning from a master. John the Baptist had disciples, 
the Pharisees had disciples, and our Lord had disciples. Many of our 
Lord’s disciples left him on hearing some crucial points of his 
teaching — such as his doctrine on the Eucharist. We read in the 
sixth chapter of St John’s Gospel that when our Lord preached the 
doctrine of the Eucharist at Capernaum, stating that his flesh must be 
eaten and his blood must be drunk in order to have eternal life, many 
of his disciples left him. That was too much, they said. They refused 
to accept his teaching any more. But he was indisputably seen as a 
Teacher. The final charge our Lord gave to the Apostles before 
ascending into heaven was that they were to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations. All the nations were called to 


- 1414 - 



look on him as their common Teacher. Of course, our Lord did not 
come merely as mankind’s Teacher — he is, more importantly, 
mankind’s Saviour. Nevertheless, it is of crucial importance that he 
be accepted as Teacher. Now, as a point of interest, let us notice how 
commonly he uses the parable as his method of teaching. He does 
teach in a direct way without parables, and we see this in the long 
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew occupying three chapters. It 
consists of numerous sayings which, while given as a long discourse 
on this occasion, may also summarize our Lord’s teaching on 
numerous occasions. But our Lord also constantly employs parables 
and several of them are famous in world literature. In our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 13:10-17) our Lord’s disciples ask him 
about this. Why is he speaking so often to the people in parables, 
and not in a more direct way? Our Lord’s reply is revealing of the 
human heart and how it can close to the grace of God. Let us 
consider what he says. 

Our Lord states plainly that the knowledge of the kingdom of 
heaven has been given to his disciples, but not to “them”. The 
kingdom of heaven is the rule of God, his lordship, and this is found 
in the knowledge of, love for and union with the person of Jesus. 
Now, in respect to this, our Lord says that “ whoever has will be given 
more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
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what he has will be taken from him.” What is it that the one whom 
our Lord is speaking of, has, and of which he will have an 
abundance? It is the readiness to believe and be a disciple of Christ. 
It is the positive disposition to come to our Lord and accept him as 
the Master. It is being a disciple at least in one’s readiness and 
disposition. The one who does not have this, which is to say the one 
who is positively indisposed to accept Christ, will gradually lose in 
most serious respects. This warning is reflected in our Lord’s final 
warning to his disciples whom he sends out just before he ascends 
into heaven. Whoever believes will be saved and whoever does not 
believe will be condemned. But then, in our passage today, our Lord 
speaks at further length on those who are not disposed to receive 
him. He quotes from the Prophet Isaiah and the citation is from 
Isaiah 6: 9-10, which is Yahweh’s commission to Isaiah to speak to 
the people as his messenger. Our Lord says that the response of so 
many to his message is a fulfilment of these words of the Lord to the 
prophet Isaiah, and the form of his quotation amounts to an 
explanation of the citation. The people listen to him and they see 
him but to no avail. They do not perceive. The reason? The reason 
lies in their state of heart. Their hearts are coarse, dull and blind. 
That is to say, their hearts are not able to receive his message and the 
reason for this is that they are simply not willing to receive it lest it 
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require of them conversion and healing by God. They have shut their 
eyes lest they see... and be converted. They do not want to change. 
They prefer sin. This is the reason for their blindness. This means 
that hardness and blindness of heart is not just an accident but is at 
root a sinful condition due to a perverse though hidden choice. Thus 
is grace withheld because it will be refused by the recipient. 

Our Lord is speaking here of the hidden starting points and 
dispositions of the will. He spoke in parables to the crowds because 
he could see that at root they did not want to accept his teaching, 
though perhaps they were not very aware that this was their 
disposition. Their hearts were hardened against the Light. They 
sought from him other things and were unwilling to change, to “ be 
converted and be heeded by me .” Let us ask for the grace to be open 
to Jesus Christ from the bottom of our hearts, and thus to be, as our 
Lord says, “blessed”, for in Jesus Christ is to be found every 
heavenly blessing. 
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Friday of the sixteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 

The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 3:14-17; (Ps.) Jeremiah 31; Matt 13:54-58 

Coming to his home town, Jesus began teaching the people in 
their synagogue, and they were amazed. Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these miraculous powers? they asked. Isn’t this the 
carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his 
brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren 'l all his sisters with 
us? Where then did this man get cdl these things? And they took 
offence at him. But Jesus said to them, Only in his home town and in 
his own house is a prophet without honour. And he did not do many 
miracles there because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:54-58) 

The lowliness of God In April 1887 the English Catholic 
historian, Lord John Acton, wrote in a private letter to an another 
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historian (an Anglican bishop) that “ Great men are almost always 
bad men, even when they exercise influence and not authority: still 
more when you super-add the tendency or certainty of corruption by 
full authority .” Acton was attacking the bestowal of great power on 
individuals. His is a too sweeping judgment but it does remind us of 
the profound tendency of man to seek personal glory. This natural 
desire for glory, stemming from man’s legitimate desire for due 
respect, tends to far exceed all that is appropriate if great power falls 
into his hands. But ah! Man has a model in the One who was 
all-powerful — though not in a worldly political sense. I refer, of 
course, to Jesus Christ. He was all-powerful in that he demonstrated 
that he could do anything he chose to do. He walked on a turbulent 
sea. At a word he calmed a raging sea. He fed vast crowds with a 
handful of food. He raised people to life from the dead at a mere 
word. He healed all kinds of illnesses at a mere word — sick persons 
who were near to him and persons who were far from him. He 
expelled demons and showed that he was the master Teacher in all 
that pertained to man’s moral and religious life. Moreover, he did 
the greatest thing imaginable. He took away the sin of the world and 
made this grand benefit available to anyone who approaches him in 
faith. This saving act he achieved by his Death, his Resurrection and 
his Ascension. There has never been anyone with the power for 
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good of Jesus Christ and for this simple reason that he was God. He 
is God the Son made man. But when we set him against the 
backdrop of mankind’s great people, not only does he surpass all 
others in his power but he surpasses them in his lowliness and 
humility. The amazing thing about Jesus Christ, almighty God 
become man, is the thoroughgoing character of his humanity and 
with it his humility. He is fully God, but he is also fully and 
thoroughly man. So much so was this the case that many did not and 
would not accept him as God, and this is still the case for many. 

There was never the slightest doubt that Christ was man and 
his readiness to forego all glory was shown, to begin with, precisely 
in his humanity. Consider our Gospel passage today. Our Lord is in 
the full swing of his public ministry and he returns to his home town 
to speak in its synagogue, just as he was speaking in the synagogues 
of Galilee. The response of his townspeople indicates the character 
of his hidden years in Nazareth. Nazareth — as far as archaeological 
investigations would indicate — was a tiny settlement that had a long 
history. One can imagine the strong village tradition and culture that 
characterized it. Christ grew up in this village with his own immense 
grandeur hidden from sight, and we see evidence of this in the 
reaction of his townspeople when he returned. “Jesus began 
teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. 
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Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 
they asked. Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name 
Mary, and aren ’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 
Aren 7 all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?” (Matthew 13:54-58). He was the son of the carpenter. 
Mary his mother they knew very well, and his relatives both male 
and female. They were all very much part of the village just as he 
had been. We are speaking here of the wonder of his very humanity. 
Every time we see Jesus Christ depicted in some work of art, or 
perhaps most especially as shown in the figure on the Shroud of 
Turin, we ought stand amazed at the very fact of the Incarnation. 
There before us is the figure of the Incarnate Son of God. Just think! 
For thirty years there dwelt in that virtually unknown and un¬ 
esteemed village of Nazareth a youth, a young man who was God 
himself. People lived with him and took him for granted and, in our 
Gospel passage, actually rejected him who is God the Son made man, 
the Incarnate Son of the Eternal Father. Honour even as a prophet 
was refused him. Here we have God accepting the absence of the 
glory due to him. 

Across the centuries man has sought glory and power. Lord 
Acton’s dictum that absolute power corrupts absolutely and that 
almost all great men are bad has its striking opposite in Jesus Christ. 
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He possessed absolute power by nature and not as a gift, and yet he 
chose to divest himself of the glory that was his as God and became 
as men are and humbler still, even to death on a cross. It was 
precisely the path of humility that led to true glory. Let us take our 
stand with him and choose the lowlier path, knowing that in him it 
will lead to a share in his glory. 

-- 
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Saturday of the sixteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53):6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 

The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:1-11; Psalm Ps 84:3-6a and 8a, 11; 

Matthew 13:24-30 

Jesus told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like 
a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the 
weeds also appeared. The owner's servants came to him and said, 
‘Sir, didn ’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. The servants 
asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up? ’ ‘No, ’ he 
answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up 


- 1423 - 



the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At 
that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie 
them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into 
my barn. ’ (Matthew 13:24-30) 

Wheat and weeds In July 2011, a Catholic priest of China 
(Father Paul Lei Shiyin) was ordained a bishop by an act of the state- 
approved Catholic Church of China, under orders from the Chinese 
civil authorities. This consecration of Father Lei as bishop 
proceeded without papal permission, and it incurred his automatic 
excommunication by virtue of Canon 1382 of the law of the Catholic 
Church. This was then declared publicly to be the case by the Holy 
See. Excommunication is a severe penalty in the Church which 
excludes the excommunicated person from visible participation in 
the life of the faithful. In the case of Father Lei, it also served to 
summon the priest to immediate repentance by approaching the Holy 
See. At the same time, it indirectly urged action by the Church in 
China (namely Bishops, Priests, Religious, and Laity) to resist any 
form of illegitimate episcopal ordination. A question was asked 
about this excommunication. Did it mean that Father Lei was 
expelled from the Church? It did not, it was explained. The Church 
has both visible social and invisible mystical dimensions. The 
excommunicated person is excluded from active participation in 
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Catholic community life in a visible social sense, with all its juridical 
effects (Canon 1331). But the same person by virtue of his baptism 
still remains a member of the Church — the mystical body of Christ. 
That is why he can still approach the Holy See for reconciliation. So 
there we had a member of the Church who was excluded from much 
of the Church’s life: he was a “weed” among the “wheat,” to use the 
imagery of our Lord’s parable today (Matthew 13:24-30). He had 
become a “weed” because of his (eager) acceptance of episcopal 
consecration without papal mandate, indeed in defiance of an express 
papal prohibition in his case. But he was not absolutely cast out of 
the Church, and this might be taken as an illustration of our Lord’s 
description of the Kingdom. The owner of the field planted good 
seed, and that “seed” we might take to be all those baptized into 
Christ and his Church, including the likes of Father Paul Lei. But 
“weeds” appeared, and an Enemy had done it. God allows “weeds” 
to appear in his Church, and he gives them time before the end. He 
does not immediately throw them out. They can repent. 

A primary instance of this pattern was the Twelve. Christ 
summoned his disciples, and chose Twelve. They were privileged 
with the gift of his personal friendship and company, as well as a 
direct share in his redemptive mission. How select a band it was! 
Yet immediately following our Lord’s announcement of the doctrine 
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of the Eucharist in the Synagogue of Capernaum, Christ referred to 
one of the Twelve as a devil (John 6:70). He knew who his future 
betrayer was. He knew that he had gone bad. But he did not throw 
him out. An Enemy had done it, and had won him for his own. But 
he remained right to the end in our Lord’s company: our Lord 
addressed him as Friend precisely when he received the kiss of 
betrayal in the Garden. If this was permitted by Jesus Christ, it must 
have been the better thing, and certainly according to the plan of 
God. This is yet another illustration of the pattern that is present 
wherever God’s Kingdom is present in the world. Where Jesus 
Christ is, there is his Kingdom. Jesus Christ is present in his body 
the Church, and one enters his Kingdom by union with Jesus Christ 
in faith and baptism. This places one in Christ’s Church — and there 
are both “wheat” and “weeds” in the field of God. Vast numbers 
enjoy various degrees and forms of connection with the person of 
Jesus Christ, and the field consists not only of the good, but the bad. 
The good, the not-so-good, and the bad mingle one among the other 
as the Church advances Christ’s work of the Redemption of the 
world. Then again, apart from the mixed company of the Church’s 
children, there is the mixed situation in the heart of every man and 
woman. The human heart, the primary arena of the work of the Holy 
Spirit, is a field of both “wheat” and “weeds.” St Paul describes the 
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human heart so well: “/ cannot even understand my own actions. I 
do not do what 1 want to do but what I hate.... I know that no good 
dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; the desire to do right is there but 
not the power. What happens is that 1 do, not the good I will to do, 
but the evil I do not intend. But if I do what is against my will, it is 
not I who do it, but sin which dwells in me... What a wretched man / 
am!” (Romans 7: 15-24). 

Life in the Kingdom is essentially a life of struggle. There are 
two opposing banners. One is the standard of Christ, the other the 
standard of Satan. We must choose. Let our choice be decisive, and 
let us carry it through to the end. We must expect to have weeds 
about us to the very end, and our struggle is to transform them into 
wheat while there is time. At the end, as our Lord explains, he “wz// 
tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to 
be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn” 
(Matthew 13:24-30). Let us use the time we have to ensure that the 
field produces a harvest. 
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Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-11, 15-18; 
Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6:1-15 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea 
of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had 
performed on the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and 
sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, 
he scad to Philip, Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat? 
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He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, Eight months ’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite! Another of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, Here is a boy 
with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they 
go among so many? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. There 
was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five 
thousand of them. Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did 
the same with the fish. When they had cdl had enough to eat, he said 
to his disciples, Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 
wasted. So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began 
to say, Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world. 
Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by 
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself (John 6: 1-15) 

The Eucharist, the new Paschal Meal It is to be noticed 
that generally when St John in his gospel refers to a miracle worked 
by our Lord he uses the term “sign”. The first of the miracles that he 
reports is that of the wedding feast of Cana: it was the first of the 
“signs” Jesus did, and it “manifested his glory ” (3:12). In our Gospel 
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passage today our Lord works another “sign” (6:14). In the first 
“sign” he provided wine for the wedding feast. In this “sign” he 
provides food for a vast crowd. Now, just prior to his account of this 
feeding of the crowds, St John provides us with a clue as to what the 
miracle was a sign of. It occurred, he tells us, when “the Jewish 
Passover Feast was near.” Why would he mention this? The obvious 
reason why St John tells us that the miracle of the loaves occurred 
near the time of the Passover Feast is because it was a sign of what 
our Lord would do at his final Passover Feast. This occurred the 
night before he died when he instituted the greatest of the 
Sacraments, the holy Eucharist. At that Passover meal, by his divine 
power he changed the bread into his body and the wine into his 
blood, and gave it to his disciples. They were to do this in memory 
of him, and in this way all his disciples would be fed with this bread 
from heaven which is himself. This whole chapter 6 in which is 
described the miracle of the loaves may be said to be devoted to 
Christ’s teaching on the Eucharist. It begins with Christ feeding 
multitudes with a few loaves by a great act of power. It passes on to 
another proof of divine power when he miraculously walks on the 
water to the disciples who are under difficulty on the Sea. He joins 
them in their boat and in no time they arrive at their destination, 
despite the turbulence. Then begins the main and momentous part of 
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the chapter, our Lord’s lengthy teaching on the holy Eucharist in the 
synagogue of Capernaum. It is obvious that the miracle of the loaves 
is not only a sign of Christ’s concern for those in need — in this case 
those who are hungry — but is also a sign of the Eucharist. 

It is a sign of the Eucharist in many respects but especially of 
the Eucharist as the new Paschal Meal. The Paschal Feast of the 
Jews was the great family celebration of the Passing Over of the 
houses of the Hebrews by the Angel as he made his terrible visits to 
the houses of the Egyptians. While the Angel made his visits, the 
Hebrew families ate their meal in haste and readiness. This was the 
first Passover Meal. The Pharaoh had refused to allow the Hebrews 
to go out into the wilderness to worship God. In punishment, the 
first-born of every Egyptian family was taken and this catastrophe 
forced the Pharaoh to allow the Hebrews to go. The Angel’s Passing 
Over was the sign of their deliverance soon to come, and every year 
each Hebrew family celebrated the Passover Meal which now was 
the memorial of that great deliverance. Our Lord’s feeding of the 
multitude near the Passover Feast is a reminder of the new Passover 
Feast he would institute during his last celebration of the old. It was 
the new Passover Meal, the new Pasch, but this time far more than a 
reminder of a past deliverance. The deliverance which Christ, as the 
new Moses, would effect would be the definitive deliverance from 
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sin. He, the new Moses of the new people of God his Church, would 
take away the sin of the world. He would lead his people out of the 
slavery of sin into the promised land of life in God. This he would 
do by his death on the cross as the new Paschal Lamb sacrificed on 
behalf of all mankind. The Mass — the new Paschal Meal which he 
instituted at his last Passover Meal — is not only a constant 
memorial of this deliverance brought about by Christ’s sacrifice, but 
it actually makes it present. This Passover Meal of Christ is the 
means whereby he, the Bread of Life, is fed to the multitudes of the 
world. By eating of this Heavenly Bread, the believer is united to 
Christ in his sacrifice as Victim on the Cross. The miracle of the 
loaves was a sign of the new Paschal Meal which is the Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist. This new Paschal Meal, signifying and making 
present the new Passover, will be celebrated till the end of the world. 

Let us think of Christ feeding the multitudes with a handful of 
loaves and a few fish (John 6: 1-15). It is near the Feast of the 
Passover. Let our minds pass to Christ’s final Passover Meal on the 
night he was betrayed. The Holy Eucharist is instituted and together 
with that the ministerial priesthood by which the Holy Eucharist 
would be brought to the peoples. Let us ask our Lord for a deep 
appreciation of the mystery of the Eucharist which is the summit and 
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the source of the Christian life, the greatest means that has been 
given to us of union with Christ in whom is every heavenly blessing. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1382- 
1390 (The Eucharist as Paschal Meal) 

-- 
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Monday of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 13: 1-13; Ps. Deut 32; Matthew 13:31-35 

He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it 
is the smallest of seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
perch in its branches. He told them still another parable: The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a 
large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough. Jesus 
spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say 
anything to them without using a parable. So was fulfilled what was 
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spoken through the prophet: I will open my mouth in parables, I will 
utter things hidden since the creation of the world. (Matthew 13:31- 
35) 

The unseen Kingdom For the last century or more there has 
been a flourishing in the disciplines of archaeology, anthropology 
and comparative religion. The gathered data has become, we might 
almost say, a tidal wave that any one professional in the field would 
have little chance of mastering. Now, one thing we notice is how all 
take for granted the intimate connection between religion and culture 
in past societies, and that religion is to be regarded as a given in 
traditional culture. All expect that a society of the past was religious 
and that data is to be interpreted with religion constantly in mind. 
That is not to say that the professional thinks that the religious beliefs 
of the culture he is studying relate to deities that have objective 
reality. On the contrary, in typical secular fashion he will normally 
think there is no reality to them. It is just that the society in question 
believes in those deities or higher powers. But my point here is that 
all recognize that mankind has generally been religious. The 
exception to this pattern is the modem Western era — we are 
typically secular. Typically we consider that the supernatural is just 
a private subjective opinion. It is not a hard fact. The only true facts 
are those of this world, the facts that can be seen, heard, touched, 
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tasted and smelt — in other words the facts that in some sense can be 
positively measured. This world is all there really is, and anything 
else is anybody’s guess. Well now, the first thing that our Gospel 
today insists on is that this is not so. There is much more to life and 
reality than, we might say, the kingdom we can see before us — the 
kingdom of this very evident world. There is another kingdom 
present in the world and we cannot as yet see it. In that sense the 
traditional societies and cultures which are the object of study by 
anthropology, archaeology and comparative religion have it all over 
us. At least they accept the reality of the supernatural, however 
inadequately it might be imagined by them. In this sense, modern 
man who is so ill-disposed towards the supernatural can learn from 
pre-scientific man. 

Throughout the Gospels Christ speaks of another kingdom that 
is in our midst, a kingdom that is not of this world but which is in 
this world nevertheless. It is a kingdom that cannot be seen and it is 
God’s kingdom. God has entrusted this unseen yet ever-present 
kingdom to his divine Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. This kingdom 
consists of Jesus Christ and those who live in union with him. This 
is the truest and most fundamental reality that is constantly among 
us, a far harder fact and a much more concrete reality than the very 
vulnerable world of our immediate sense experience. The sicknesses 
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we experience and the upheavals that constantly characterize the 
world and everyday life all point to the vulnerability, contingency 
and transience of the entire visible world. Christ and his grace is 
God-with-us, and this is the surest reality. This ought to give us 
optimism amid the ebb and tide of evil and suffering constantly 
menacing our daily experience. How is this unseen realm to be 
imagined? Our Lord provides us with many images and today he 
likens it to the mustard seed which is “the smallest of seeds, yet when 
it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and perch in its branches ” (Matthew 
13:31-35). So while it is small and while it grows but slowly, it has a 
mighty future. We ought therefore never be discouraged if we have 
placed our faith in Christ and continue to live in him. He is our sure 
refuge and our hope, whatever be our experience of life and the 
world. Or again, “the kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all 
through the dough.” In all of this the ultimate future is bright, and 
this kingdom is the one reason why we can take a bright view of the 
future — the ultimate future — of the world. Christ is God-with-us 
and because of him and the opportunity we have of placing ourselves 
under his lordship we can retain our fundamental optimism whatever 
be the course ahead of us. 
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Let us pray daily that God’s kingdom will come. Let us set out 
to lay the foundations of our life in this more secure reality, this 
kingdom that will never end, this Source of all that is true and good. 
This is the kingdom, the rule of God which is found in the person of 
Jesus Christ. We were made to know, love and serve not this world, 
but God and Christ, and by doing this to see and enjoy him forever in 
heaven. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 14: 17-22; Psalm 78; Matthew 13:36-43 

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples 
came to him and said, Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the 
field. He answered, The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of 
Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of 
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy 
who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 
harvesters are angels. As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out 
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his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
He who has ears, let him hear. (Matthew 13:36-43) 

The End There have been numerous attempts to get at the 
essential dynamic of human history. What is fundamentally 
happening in the ongoing stream of human history and world events? 
For instance, Georg Hegel proposed that there is indeed a basic 
dynamic in human history: each successive movement in history 
emerges as a solution to the clash of contradictions present in the 
preceding movement. The factor driving all historical development 
is the presence of an antithesis to the present situation (or thesis). 
This antithesis prompts the solution ( synthesis ) that marks the next 
stage of history. So history is not just a blind interplay of chance 
occurrences but proceeds as a recurring response ( synthesis ) to the 
clash of thesis and antithesis. This struggle is at the heart of 
history’s dynamic. The upshot is that (what Hegel calls) “Spirit” — 
possibly (he means) the spirit of the age — is ever unfolding in the 
process. That was Hegel’s proposal. Even though it is not hard to 
see why Hegel interpreted history as this constant struggle, 
nevertheless his proposal is replete with obscurities and assumptions. 
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As is well known, Hegel had a notable disciple in Karl Marx who in 
his Das Kapital (1848) adapted Hegel’s dialectic of antithesis and 
synthesis away from the unfolding of “Spirit.” In place of “Spirit” 
Marx substituted his own materialism in which economic and social 
factors determine history’s unfolding. In the hands of Lenin these 
philosophical assumptions spawned the great communist tragedy that 
lingers still especially now in Asia. The story of communism shows 
the power of an idea, and the disillusionment it left in its wake might 
leave people profoundly sceptical of all talk of a key to human 
history. Is there any such key, then? Indeed there is. There is a 
pattern at work in human history and its final upshot is known. The 
pattern — the struggle, we might say — and the final issue of it, have 
been revealed to us by Christ, and in its essential elements it is 
revealed to us in today’s Gospel passage. Today, Christ casts it in 
terms of a parable of a field and the harvesting of its produce. 

The field is the world, our Lord explains to his disciples. So 
we are talking of the world and its history. What is going on in the 
world, in fundamental terms? There is the owner of the field who 
sows his seed, and this is the Son of God made man. Jesus Christ the 
incarnate God, the Word made flesh, the one through whom all 
things were made, is the centrepiece of human history. He is the one 
who sows all that is good in the world and all that is destined to last. 
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The Church is the arena of his special action and of his choicest 
fruits, but of course there is much that God the Son has sown beyond 
the visible boundaries of his Church. If we must use Hegel’s obscure 
and inaccurate talk, let us say that the world and Christ who is its 
Lord is the given situation. He has created and sustains the world 
and sows the good seed in it. But an anti-Christ is at work — an 
antithesis, let us say — which intervenes to spoil and overturn what 
God in Christ has done and is doing. Satan sows many weeds which 
he wishes to see triumph over the good seed and dominate the field. 
He works busily to bring about the triumph of evil while he has time 
before the End arrives. And so history consists of the struggle 
between these two ultimate factors, Christ and Satan, good and evil, 
obedience and sin. But we know what the End will bring and it will 
be the overthrow of the dark antithesis to Christ. It will be the 
triumph of Christ and all the good that has come from his hand. This 
has been revealed. “Av the weeds are pulled up and burned in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out 
his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father ” 
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(Matthew 13:36-43). Christ warns the men and women of history to 
take note of what he has said. “He who has ears, let him hear." 

Every day of our lives we ought to bear in mind the simple yet 
dramatic dynamic that Christ has revealed. There is a struggle to be 
waged between Christ and Satan, between obedience to God and sin, 
between good and evil. Everyone is caught up in this struggle, and it 
is impossible to avoid it. If one attempts to sit by the sidelines, one is 
taking sides on behalf of Evil. There is an old saying, that evil 
flourishes when good people do nothing. Choose for Christ, then! 
The End is coming and will most surely come. That End is the 
Judgment. All will be judged on the good they have done and the 
evil they have resisted. Then the good will shine with Christ forever 
and the evil will languish with Satan forever. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21; Psalm 59:2- 4, 10-11, 17, 18; 

Matthew 13:44-46 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in afield. When 
a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, 
he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. (Matthew 
13:44-46) 
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Treasure in the field In the preface of her book, Wicca’s 
Charm (2005), Catherine Sanders writes that neo-Paganism (which 
includes the modem practice of witchcraft also known as Wicca) is 
an overarching term for earth-based spirituality incorporating nature 
worship, by means of a revival of the polytheistic worship of ancient 
gods and goddesses. It is, then, a religion enclosed in material 
nature. Sanders, a practising Christian, defines Wicca as a 
polytheistic neo-pagan nature religion inspired by various pre- 
Christian Western European beliefs. It has as its central deity the 
Mother Goddess and includes things such as the use of herbal magic. 
Sanders’ book on Wicca and its charm is useful for an understanding 
of this particular form of modern paganism. But there is a modern 
paganism which is far more pervasive than the Wicca movement. 
What is paganism? In general, paganism can be described as the 
natural religion of fallen man living without grace. In her 
Introduction, Sanders recalls St Paul’s confrontation with the 
paganism of ancient Athens — as expressed in his speech before the 
Areopagus (Acts 17: 19-31). Peter Kreeft has written that the new 
paganism places man on the supreme pedestal, rather than various 
gods as in ancient paganism. Further, in ancient paganism there was 
no scepticism about (certain) moral absolutes. But modem paganism 
has no such absolutes because man and society are the makers of 
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morality. Ancient paganism worshipped a variety of gods, but the 
modern paganism is, at best, pantheistic. The “Force” that featured 
in the popular “Star Wars” series is a kind of pantheistic God, and it 
was popular. This world is all there is, and if there is to be anything 
akin to worship, it relates to this world alone. There is certainly no 
objective supernatural revelation. Movements such as Wicca ought 
to be placed in this broader context, the context of radical 
secularism. Most seriously, this modern form of paganism can 
infiltrate the Church’s children. I say all this to emphasize and 
illustrate the focus of modem secular man. He looks to this world, 
and has little interest in what is revealed from a purported Source 
that absolutely transcends this world. Any supposed “treasure” that 
cannot be touched and held, and which requires faith, is but a 
phantom, and cannot command a respectable enthusiasm. 

But of course, it can. Yes, we can know the world by touching 
it, seeing it and hearing it. We can go on to delude ourselves into 
thinking that this world, or this or that feature of it, has something of 
divinity in it. But apart from reasoning from this world to the 
supernatural, there is another way of knowing objective reality — 
reality that cannot be touched or seen — and that is by faith. Faith in 
the word of One who knows at first hand what cannot be touched, 
seen or heard is the foundation of revealed religion. God has 
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intervened and come among us. Because he is God become man, we 
have every reason to believe his word. By means of his word we 
come to know realities that absolutely transcend our world, and 
which are entirely unseen. In explaining (elsewhere in the Gospel) 
his parable of the wheat and the weeds, our Lord says that “The field 
is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom ” 
(Matthew 13:38). So let us mix our parables a little, and take the 
“treasure” that is “hidden in the field” of today’s parable (Matthew 
13:44-46) as the unseen Kingdom of God that is hidden from sight, 
in the world of visible things. The person who gains faith in Jesus 
Christ discovers a great treasure that is hidden in the field of the 
world. It is the Kingdom of God, in the world but not of it. It is 
there, but the special kind of paganism of the modem era cannot see 
it, for it is conscious of this material world alone. This world of 
material things is assumed to be all that there is and it is considered 
to be even worthy of a form of worship. But the true treasure is 
there, and it is the person of Jesus Christ, risen from the dead in all 
his glorious humanity and divinity, present in the Church his body. 
Modem man can come to know him, and when he does, he is 
perceived as the “ treasure hidden in the field.” He is the pearl of 
great price. He is worthy of everything. Anyone “who loves father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me,” Christ said (Matthew 
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10:37). This is the distinctive trait of the true Christian — he gives 
up all to gain the prize which is Jesus Christ. It is like “ treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in 
his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field’’'’ (Matthew 
13:44-46). If there is one thing which our modern paganism needs it 
is the witness of Christian enthusiasm, the witness of one who has 
discovered the treasure, of the one who loves the unseen Jesus Christ. 

Once Christ is found, he must be retained. The Christian of 
faith who has come to know Jesus Christ must grow in the love of 
him. This means setting up in one’s life a regime of daily prayer, 
spiritual reading, a devout Sacramental life, and the daily work of 
service of God and one’s fellow man. The “treasure,” once found 
and possessed, must be put to work, as it were. Our Lord said on one 
occasion that the one who has will be given more. We must make 
sure that we “have” — and what we must have is Jesus Christ. The 
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away from him 
(Matthew 13:12). God wants us to become rich, but rich in the 
“treasure” that is God. 
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Thursday of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 18:1-6; Psalm 145; Matthew 13:47-53 

Jesus said, Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was let down into the lake and caught all kinds offish. When it was 
full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is 
how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and 
separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have 
you understood all these things? Jesus asked. Yes, they replied. He 
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said to them, Therefore every teacher of the law who has been 
instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house 
who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old. When 
Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. 
(Matthew 13:47-53) 

Both the good and the bad One of the features of the life 
of any of Christ’s faithful may well be disillusionment. By that I 
mean that any member of the Church, be he lay member or 
consecrated religious or in Holy Orders, may well experience serious 
disappointment in his experience of others in the Church. He (or 
she) will expect kindness, justice, considerable moral probity, 
spirituality and many other Christ-like virtues in those with whom he 
is involved in the life of the Church. In at least some he will 
encounter the very opposite. Not only will this be unedifying to him, 
not only will this leave him ashamed of some of his co-religionists, 
but it may well involve his being seriously hurt. He himself could be 
left wounded by injustice and lack of consideration, and his 
experience of the Church could leave him disillusioned. He expected 
much more and received far less. Further, this evident fact of sin in 
the Church may well disillusion those outside the Church. Where it 
is present it will disfigure the witness the Church gives to Christ. It 
makes the Church less credible. One of the greatest religious minds 
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of the Victorian age in England was Cardinal Newman. Raised as an 
Anglican, he powered the Oxford Movement of the 1830s and finally 
in 1845 entered the Catholic Church. During the heyday of his 
prominence as an Anglican one of the many objections he saw in the 
Catholic Church was, as he deemed it at the time, its lack of holiness. 
He required of it a much greater holiness if it was ever to be 
considered the true Church of Christ. As an outsider he saw too 
much sin in it for its claims to be convincing. In due course he 
overcame that objection by other considerations, nevertheless it is a 
genuine problem for those both inside and outside of the Church 
which Christ founded. So what are we to say of the bad that is 
undoubtedly in the Church? Does it discount the good and invalidate 
it as the abode of Christ? Is it possible that Christ be the mystical 
Head of a body that is partially diseased? 

In our Gospel today our Lord describes the kingdom of heaven 
— God’s rule here on earth. Our Lord is describing the Church 
which is the seed and the locale here on earth of God’s lordship — 
the Church consisting of Christ the head and the faithful who are his 
members. What does he say of it? It consists of the good and the 
bad. “ Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let 
down into the lake and caught all kinds offish. When it was full, the 
fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 
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collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is 
how it will be at the end of the age ” (Matthew 13:47-53). The 
Church includes '‘‘all kinds of fish” and at the end there will be a 
separation of the good and the bad. The “good fish” will be kept and 
the bad thrown away. God does not fill up his Church simply with 
good fish. Our Lord told another parable elsewhere. This time the 
image was of a farmer who sowed good seed but an enemy came by 
night and sowed lots of weeds with the good seed. The farmer did 
not pull up the weeds when they came to light — he left the 
separation of good and bad till harvest time. Even during our Lord’s 
public ministry we see the good and the bad among his followers, 
most spectacularly in the case of Judas. Judas was called by Christ 
to follow him closely, but soon after his declaration of the doctrine of 
the Eucharist, he referred to Judas as a devil. Among the wider circle 
of our Lord’s followers we read that many left him when he taught 
the doctrine of the Eucharist. We read all this at the end of the sixth 
chapter of St John. Indeed, it was one of the Twelve, Judas Iscariot, 
who facilitated the betrayal and passion of Christ. All this is a 
pointer to the pattern evident age after age in the history of the 
Church. There is good and there is bad among her members. Only 
at the end of time when Christ judges the good and the bad will the 
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Church be filled with those who are good. Then there will never be 
any disillusionment. 

Let us remember this. When we are hurt by the bad in the 
Church, in all probability others in the Church have been hurt by the 
bad in us. They too have probably been disillusioned, and with us. 
Let us remember another thing. Every time we think of someone 
who has hurt us, if he is saved — as one would hope he will be — 
then in heaven we shall be glad to be with him and will delight in his 
company. By then he will be purified of his sins and so shall we be. 
We shall delight to be in one another’s company. If we refuse this 
thought, to that extent shall we be delaying our own entry into 
heaven because Christ demands forgiveness if we are to be forgiven. 

-- 
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Friday of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 26:1-9; Psalm 68; Matthew 13:54-58 

Coming to his home town, Jesus began teaching the people in 
their synagogue, and they were amazed. Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these miraculous powers? they asked. Isn’t this the 
carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his 
brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with 
us? Where then did this man get cdl these things? And they took 
offence at him. But Jesus said to them, Only in his home town and in 
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his own house is a prophet without honour. And he did not do many 
miracles there because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:54-58) 

The lowliness of God I have mentioned before that in 
April 1887 the English Catholic historian, Lord John Acton, wrote in 
a private letter to an another historian (an Anglican bishop) that 
“Great men are almost cdways bad men, even when they exercise 
influence and not authority: still more when you super-add the 
tendency or certainty of corruption by full authority .” Acton was 
attacking the bestowal of great power on individuals. His is a too 
sweeping judgment but it does remind us of the profound tendency of 
man to seek personal glory. This natural desire for glory, stemming 
from man’s legitimate desire for due respect, tends to far exceed all 
that is appropriate if great power falls into his hands. But ah! Man 
has a model in One who was all-powerful — though not in a worldly 
sense. I refer, of course, to Jesus Christ. He was all-powerful in that 
he demonstrated that he could do anything he chose to do. He 
walked on a turbulent sea. At a word he calmed a turbulent sea. He 
fed vast crowds with a handful of food. He raised people to life from 
the dead at a mere word. He healed all kinds of illnesses at a mere 
word — sick persons who were near to him and persons who were 
far from him. He expelled demons and showed that he was the 
master Teacher in all that pertained to man’s moral and religious life. 
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Moreover, he did the greatest thing imaginable. He took away the 
sin of the world and made this grand benefit available to anyone who 
approaches him in faith. This saving act he achieved by his death, 
his resurrection and his ascension. There has never been anyone 
with the power of Jesus Christ and for this simple reason that he was 
God. He is God the Son made man. But when we set him against 
the backdrop of mankind’s great people, not only does he surpass all 
others in his power but he surpasses them in his lowliness and 
humility. The amazing thing about Jesus Christ, almighty God 
become man, is the thoroughgoing character of his humanity and 
with it his humility. He is fully God, but he is also fully and 
thoroughly man. So much so was this the case that many did not and 
would not accept him as God, and this is still the case for many. 

There was never the slightest doubt that Christ was man and 
his readiness to forego all glory was shown, to begin with, precisely 
in his humanity. Consider our Gospel passage today. Our Lord is in 
the full swing of his public ministry and he returns to his home town 
to speak in its synagogue, just as he was speaking in the synagogues 
of Galilee. The response of his townspeople indicates the character 
of his hidden years in Nazareth. Nazareth — as far as archaeological 
investigations would indicate — was a tiny settlement that had a long 
history. One can imagine the strong village tradition and culture that 
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characterized it. Christ grew up in this village with his immense 
grandeur hidden from sight and we see evidence of this in the 
reaction of his townspeople when he returned. “ Jesus began 
teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. 
Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 
they asked. Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name 
Maty, and aren 'l his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 
Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get cdl these 
things?” (Matthew 13:54-58). He was the son of the carpenter. 
Mary his mother they knew very well, and his relatives both male 
and female. They were all very much part of the village just as he 
had been. We are speaking here of the wonder of his very humanity. 
Every time we see Jesus Christ depicted in some work of art, or 
perhaps most especially as shown in the figure on the Shroud of 
Turin, we ought stand amazed at the very fact of the Incarnation. 
There before us is the figure of God, the Incarnate Son of God. Just 
think! For thirty years there dwelt in that tiny and virtually unknown 
village of Nazareth a youth, a young man who was God himself. 
People lived with him and took him for granted, and in our Gospel 
passage actually rejected him who is God the Son made man, the 
Incarnate Son of the Eternal Father. Honour even as a prophet was 
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refused him. Here we have God accepting the absence of the glory 
due to him. 

Across the centuries man has sought glory and power. Lord 
Acton’s dictum that absolute power corrupts absolutely and that 
almost all great men are bad has its striking opposite in Jesus Christ. 
He possessed absolute power by nature and not as a gift, and yet he 
chose to divest himself of the glory that was his as God and became 
as men are and humbler still, even to death on a cross. It was 
precisely the path of humility that led to true glory. Let us take our 
stand with him and choose the lowlier path, knowing that in him it 
will lead to a share in his glory. 
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Saturday of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast 
even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 26:11-16.24; Psalm 68; Matthew 14:1-12 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 
and he said to his attendants, This is John the Baptist; he has risen 
from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him. 
Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison 
because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, for John had been 
saying to him: It is not lawful for you to have her. Herod wanted to 
kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered 
him a prophet. On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias 
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danced for them and pleased Herod so much that he promised with 
an oath to give her whatever she asked. Prompted by her mother, 
she said, Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist. The 
king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 
he ordered that her request be granted and had John beheaded in the 
prison. His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, 
who carried it to her mother. John’s disciples came and took his 
body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. (Matthew 14: 1- 
12 ) 


The gift of personal freedom A principal founder of the 
modern socialist movement was Robert Owen (1771-1858). One of 
the intellectual pillars of his thought was his notion that no one is 
responsible for his own actions, because his whole character is 
formed independently of himself. People are products of their 
environment. To a greater or lesser extent many have this notion that 
absolutely speaking man is not truly free. Man is subject to his 
environment — and let us for the purposes of this brief reflection 
take the term “environment” as including not only exterior 
circumstances but also factors interior to himself. In this 
understanding, one’s hereditary characteristics, one’s inner impulses, 
one’s family and social setting, all these interior and exterior 
elements will make up the “environment” which forms one’s 
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character and, therefore, which shapes one’s action. The result of 
this notion is the serious lessening of personal responsibility for 
one’s actions. Now, there is no doubt that one’s environment, 
comprehensively understood in this way, can indeed profoundly 
affect one’s character and actions especially if one freely allows 
one’s “environment” to have this effect. For example, a person sees 
that he or she has an inner tendency to anger or theft or perhaps 
homosexual activity, and simply says, “Oh, well, that is how I am!” 
— meaning, that is how I am made — and makes little attempt to 
struggle against those tendencies. Responsibility is transferred to 
one’s “environment”. Moreover, because of a meagre sense of 
personal responsibility for one’s actions, a person can be careless of 
incitements to sin and wrongdoing coming from one’s immediate 
environment. What we might call the occasions of sin are not taken 
seriously because one’s sense of personal responsibility for what one 
is then led to do is very weak. The occasions one finds oneself in 
can prompt a person to sin, and once in that occasion of sin a person 
can — and culpably — lack all readiness to resist the temptation. 

For instance, friendships with immoral persons can constitute 
occasions of sin for which one will then be responsible. In our 
Gospel today we have an instructive situation presented to us. John 
the Baptist has reproved Herod for taking Herodias to be his wife, 
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when it was prohibited by Jewish Law. Herodias was filled with hate 
for John and Herod himself wished to do away with John but his 
fame as a prophet deterred him. He feared the people. We learn 
from another Gospel that Herod was also in superstitious awe at John 
and was drawn to listen to him. The result was that Herodias who 
wished to kill John was unable to effect her design. Now, what was 
it that brought John to his end? It was an occasion that suddenly 
arose and in which Herod suddenly found himself enmeshed. He did 
not find it in himself to resist the occasion of serious sin and he fell. 
The result was a most heinous sin that brought to an end the 
prophetic mission of the greatest of the prophets prior to Christ. 
Herod threw a birthday party for himself and invited his leading 
guests. The daughter of Herodias danced, delighted them all, and 
prompted Herod in a moment of boisterous and rash bravado to 
promise anything she asked for. He was playing the big man. Out 
the girl skipped to her mother, and back she came with the request. 
Pertly, she asked for the life of John the Baptist. We read that “ The 
king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 
he ordered that her request be granted and had John beheaded in the 
prison ” (Matthew 14: 1-12). He was in a situation — an 
environment, we might put it — that constituted an occasion of 
serious sin. The thought of his guests, or rather the thought of his 
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appearing to be less of the big man than he had intended, was so 
powerful a thought that it could not be resisted. He allowed himself 
to be in a situation where he succumbed to his environment. He 
freely, though without much thought, placed himself in a situation to 
which because of his moral weakness he was unequal. He freely 
placed himself in an occasion of sin and he fell. 

Let us be very aware of our capacity to choose and of our 
responsibility to choose at every point what is good. On this hinges 
the greatness or the ruin of man. Broadly speaking, we make 
ourselves. Broadly speaking, other things do not make us. The 
drama of life is the drama of the adherence of our will to what is 
morally good. We are called to make a great choice, to renew that 
choice daily, and to live consistently according to it. That choice is 
for God and his holy will and we must resist everything that might 
deflect us from that path. In the use we make of our freedom let us 
be like John the Baptist and at every point be very unlike Herod. 

-- 
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Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15; Psalm 78:3-4, 23-25, 54; 
Ephesians 4:17, 20-24; John 6:24-35 

Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his disciples 
were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search 
of Jesus. When they found him on the other side of the lake, they 
asked him, Rabbi, when did you get here? Jesus answered, I tell you 
the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous 
signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work 
for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his 
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seal of approval. Then they asked him, What must we do to do the 
works God requires? Jesus answered, The work of God is this: to 
believe in the one he has sent. So they asked him, What miraculous 
sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will 
you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 

He gave them bread from heaven to eat. ’ Jesus said to them, I tell 
you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world. Sir, they said, from now on give us this 
bread. Then Jesus declared, lam the bread of life. He who comes to 
me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty. (John 6:24-35) 

The supreme self-gift Across the sweep of all created 
things we see the pattern of one thing being given up for the 
sustenance and benefit of another. One animal is preyed upon by 
another and that animal in its turn is preyed upon by yet another. 
The grass of the fields itself is fodder for the animals that tread it — 
so it too lives to sustain other living things. The very oxygen it 
serves to produce is given over for the life of other living things. The 
animals are harnessed by man for his sustenance and the produce of 
the earth is harvested that it might sustain his life and leisure. Man 
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himself is called to sacrifice his energies and even his life for the 
sake of those he loves and for those for whom he is responsible. 
There appears to be a pattern pervading all creation, a law governing 
the life of the universe. All things are drawn to be “food” or 
sustenance, as it were, for something or someone else. From the 
highest to the lowest things both animate and inanimate are called 
knowingly or unknowingly to be sacrificed for the sake of other 
things. What are we to make of this? Inasmuch as what a free agent 
does comes forth from himself and so reflects himself, this pattern in 
creation of being sacrificed for the sake of the other is surely the 
imprint of the character of the Creator. The Creator is suggested, by 
the works of his hand, to be self-sacrificing. This natural revelation 
of God is profoundly and strikingly confirmed by the supernatural 
revelation brought to man by Jesus Christ. Christ revealed that God 
is a trinity of persons eternally in communion with one another, 
eternally given over one to the other in an ineffable mutual sacrifice 
of love. The Father is given to the Son, the Son to the Father and the 
union thus effected is the divine Person of the Spirit. This divine 
love is reflected everywhere in the law of the universe — a law of 
sacrifice one for the other. True happiness comes from great giving, 
rather than from great receiving. But there is a further revelation that 
involves this mighty pattern of love issuing from the heart of God. It 
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is the revelation of the Holy Eucharist. In it the God Incarnate gives 
himself to us to be our food. 

In our Gospel today the people ask of Jesus what sign will he 
do to enable them to believe in him. In the desert Moses had given 
bread from heaven to their fathers to eat. Our Lord responds that the 
true bread from heaven comes from the Father and this bread is the 
one who has come down from heaven. He himself is that heavenly 
bread and he, as this bread, sustains the world. “For the bread of 
God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
Sir, they said, from now on give us this bread. Then Jesus declared, 
/ am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, 
and he who believes in me will never be thirsty’’ 1 (John 6:24-35). Our 
Lord is speaking of the Holy Eucharist which he would institute at 
the Last Supper. The Holy Eucharist constitutes his principal — 
though not exclusive — mode of presence within his Church till the 
end of time, when he will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead. The Eucharist makes the person of Christ and his sacrifice 
of himself for mankind present in the Church’s midst. In the 
Eucharist Christ gives himself to be our continuing sustenance. God 
the Son made man gives himself to be our food. In this ongoing act 
of self-giving Christ fulfils in a supreme way the deepest law of 
creation and indeed of God himself, which is to be self-sacrificing. 
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Jesus gives himself to us in the Eucharist and endows us with a share 
in his own divine life. When we receive Christ in Holy Communion 
our union with him and with his body the Church is deepened. Our 
share in the life of grace which we received at Baptism and 
Confirmation is preserved and increased. Our love for neighbour, 
the emphatic law of Christ, is profoundly sustained. Holy 
Communion, the heavenly bread which is nothing other than the 
living Christ in all his fullness, strengthens us in charity, wipes away 
venial sins and serves to preserve us from mortal sin in the future. 
There is this condition, of course, that we cooperate with the grace 
thus received. Most especially does Holy Communion avail when 
received at our last moments, enabling us to leave this earth with the 
risen Jesus abiding in our hearts. 

Let us appreciate the wonder of the Sacrament of the Eucharist, 
in which Christ makes himself as sacrificed present for his faithful, 
and in which he, as sacrificed, gives himself to each of his faithful. 
In him we receive every heavenly blessing. The supreme moment of 
this is when participating in the celebration of Holy Mass, and when 
receiving the Eucharistic Jesus in Holy Communion. Let us love to 
receive Holy Communion and always do so in the state of grace and 
with a lively faith. The Eucharist takes us to holiness and to heaven. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 1391- 
1401 (The Fruits of Holy Communion); 1424-1425 (Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation). 
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Monday of the eighteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 28:1-17; Psalm 118; Matthew 14:13-21 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat 
privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed 
him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large 
crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. As evening 
approached, the disciples came to him and said, This is a remote 
place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so that 
they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food. Jesus 
replied, They do not need to go away. You give them something to 
eat. We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish, they 
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answered. Bring them here to me, he said. And he directed the 
people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of 
those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. (Matthew 14:13-21) 

Religion not an opiate There was a famous catchcry coined 
in the nineteenth century. It was Karl Marx’s statement that 
“Religion is the opiate of the people” — “Die Religion...ist das 
Opium des Volkes” (in the Introduction to his 1843 work, A 
Contribution to the critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right). Marx 
immediately adds that “The abolition of religion as the illusory 
happiness of the people is the demand for their real happiness.” This 
phrase, “the opium of the people,” which Marx applied to religion, 
had its forerunner in the Marquis de Sade’s work, Juliette , published 
in 1797. In the book, Juliette accuses King Ferdinand of encouraging 
the opium of ignorance among his people: “This opium you feed 
your people, so that, drugged, they do not feel their hurts, inflicted by 
you”, she says to him. Marx understood religion to be an opiate for 
the masses that deadens the pain of a world which is not being 
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attended to because of interest in the pie in the sky, which is heaven. 
The true pie, he considered, is on this earth. Religion is an illusory 
distraction impeding man’s enjoyment of the true realities of life: 
health, education, equality for all, and so forth. If the true needs of 
man are to be attained then man must get away from religion and 
deal directly with life’s realities, and they are to be found in this 
material world. Marx can be seen as part of the modern secular 
naturalism. The supernatural is rejected as unreal. All that really 
exists is this world. This philosophical assumption has many roots 
but one thing that can immediately be said about it is that it is not an 
assumption characteristically held by mankind in general. Man is 
characteristically a supernaturalist, which is to say he 
characteristically is at home in his belief in the supernatural. The 
modern period (i.e., the last few centuries of growing Western 
secularism) is an aberration from the norm. The history of religion, 
culture and anthropology shows man to be typically and instinctively 
religious. Typically, he does not want to forego religion in order to 
seek merely the things of this world. 

This introduces us to what our Lord tells his disciples in 
today’s Gospel passage. The crowds have pursued our Lord out of 
the towns to a deserted place to hear him, to be with him, and to have 
their sick healed. There they were, in that solitary place and it was 
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approaching evening. As our Lord’s disciples say to him, “This is a 
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 
that they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food. ” Let 
us today see in that request an unintended reminder, a symbol, of the 
modern secular and naturalist position. Send the crowds away, away 
from their focus on religion, so as to obtain themselves some food. 
Forget the chimera of God and religion and attend to the real needs 
of man! Put away the opium and look with clear eyes on the hard 
facts of this world and its needs. Of course, nothing could have been 
further from the sense intended by our Lord’s disciples than this, but 
the words they used may remind us of modem man’s Naturalism of 
which Marx’s thought was one powerful expression. The answer 
came from Christ: “ They do not need to go away. You give them 
something to eaf ’ (Matthew 14:13-21). Man ought never to turn 
away from God in order to gain whatever he needs. It is precisely in 
God that his true needs will be discerned, and it is in God that his 
gaining of them will best be prosecuted. In Christ will man find 
every heavenly blessing and as a sign of this our Lord immediately 
proceeds to work his miracle of the feeding of the five thousand with 
the handful of food. Our Lord was in no way intending to suggest 
that we — let alone his own disciples — ought neglect their material 
needs and blithely expect them to be provided by God. He is saying, 
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though, that all who are burdened and weary ought come to him and 
live in him. He is also saying that our material needs and the needs 
of this world are to be understood and sought within the framework 
of faith in God and in Christ. As our Lord says elsewhere, seek first 
the kingdom of God (which includes the demands of our daily work) 
and these things will be granted to you. 

In all our daily work, in all the very concrete and material 
responsibilities with which God in his providence has entrusted us, in 
all our efforts to build and improve society and bring its material 
benefits to all, let us live constantly in Christ. We are called to live 
in him just as he lives in the Father, and by living in him we live in 
the Father and in the Holy Spirit. This we do in our daily life in the 
world. It is in this way that Naturalism becomes Supernaturalism. 
The natural is transformed by a supernatural perspective. The world 
is made beautiful precisely when God is recognized as its Lord. It 
begins to be ugly when God is divorced from the world because he is 
deemed to be a mere opiate. 
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Tuesday of the eighteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 30:1-2.12-15.18-22; Psalm 101; 

Matthew 14:22-36 

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go 
on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 
After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the 
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the 
waves because the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of 
the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. It’s a 
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ghost, they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to 
them: Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid. Lord, if it’s you, Peter 
replied, tell me to come to you on the water. Come, he said. Then 
Peter got down out of the boat, wcdked on the water and came 
towards Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, 
beginning to sink, cried out, Lord, save me! Immediately Jesus 
reached out his hand and caught him. You of little faith, he said, why 
did you doubt? And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died 
down. Then those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, 
Truly you are the Son of God. When they had crossed over, they 
landed at Gennesaret. And when the men of that place recognised 
Jesus, they sent word to cdl the surrounding country. People brought 
cdl their sick to him and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge 
of his cloak, and all who touched him were heeded. (Matthew 14:22- 
36) 


Courage! It is I! There have been some terrible times in 
human history, just as there are some terrible times in the lives of 
individuals. There have been vast and merciless invasions of 
helpless populations with death and destruction enveloping the 
peoples in their wake. One can think of the tremendous Mongol 
invasions led especially by Genghis Khan. Wars upon wars have 
erupted between nations bringing untold suffering to countless 
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people. One only has to think of the two great world wars of the 
twentieth century, but every century has its numerous wars. The 
twenty five years following the outbreak of the French Revolution 
constituted a protracted European war that only came to its fitful 
close at Waterloo. There have been terrible plagues. One only has to 
think of the Black Death peaking in Europe between 1348 and 1350. 
Man seemed to be helpless before it. There have been great natural 
disasters, such as sudden tidal waves that have engulfed populations. 
One may think of the great 2004 tsunami in the Indian Ocean which 
is reputed to have killed some 300,000 people, having released the 
energy of perhaps 23000 Hiroshima-type atomic bombs. Bush fires 
have destroyed people and vast swathes of property. In one sense 
humanity seems to be on a craft in a mighty ocean, battling the 
elements generally with success but with wave upon wave menacing 
the crew with disaster. There are moments, days, weeks of calm and 
even of glorious sunshine and weather. But then out of nowhere 
there suddenly comes the hurricane or the swelling power of the 
mighty sea and all seems lost. The boat is flung high, then 
submerges, and many are lost. But then, lo! It emerges again and 
continues on its precarious way having to expect more of the same in 
the future. What is the meaning of it? Why is so much awry? It is 
almost evident that the world with its order has come forth from the 
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hand of a mighty Orderer. Yet it is also evident that disorder has 
struck, as if a bolt of lightning has struck the tree. Of even greater 
significance, man discovers himself to be plagued with a profound 
disorder of the heart, a disorder at the root of his spirit. Is there any 
deliverance from all this? 

Our Gospel passage today offers us what might be called an 
image of this human predicament. The disciples are out in the boat. 
At the end of a day of serving the people with our Lord, they set out 
on the lake to cross to the other side, and Jesus remained behind. 
Perhaps he remained behind in case the people, seeing him departing 
with his disciples, had attempted to follow him. He remained behind 
on the mountain at prayer during the night. There on the lake a 
considerable distance from land the disciples were battling a heavy 
sea with the wind against them. Perhaps the wind and the storm was 
preventing any progress and for this reason they were still on the 
lake. From the land Christ was watching. They were very much in 
his mind, just as all of humanity and every person in its stream is 
constantly in the mind of Christ the Lord of history. There he stands, 
watching as he continues his prayer to his heavenly Father. Then he 
moves — stepping into the sea and on its surging surface making his 
way calmly and steadily towards his disciples. Perhaps it had been a 
full moon. It is the fourth watch and so the darkness of the night 
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was receding and perhaps dawn was beginning to break and all the 
while the sea was pounding, heaving, blowing and driving. The craft 
was in a desperate plight but the great reality was that Christ was 
there. That is the point of this Gospel passage. Christ was there. 
Christ is always at hand, near to embattled man. At every point of 
man’s turbulent history, Christ is at hand. The harsh and menacing 
sea is a symbol of the grinning and crackling Sin that is the grand 
cause of evil in the world. Sin will have no mercy, if it gets its way, 
and behind Sin is the satanic one who was a liar and a murderer from 
the beginning. But there is Someone much greater always at hand, 
and that is Jesus Christ who is in the midst of the storm, saying to 
each of us and to all mankind, Take courage! It is I! (Matthew 
14:22-36) Let us take our Gospel passage today as a snapshot of 
human history and its real Epicentre. That Epicentre is Jesus, the 
Lord of lords. 

Whatever happens in life cannot dislodge the grand presence of 
the Saviour, Jesus Christ the same now and forever. As St Paul 
writes, nothing, nothing at all, can separate us from the love of God 
made present in Jesus Christ. So then, let us take our stand with 
Jesus and, smiling as we stand by his side, let us face the winds and 
the sea knowing that if we follow in his footsteps doing the will of 
our heavenly Father as best we can, all will ultimately be well. As St 
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Thomas More wrote to his daughter as the day of his martyrdom 
approached, Though I lose my head, I’ll come to no harm. 

-- 


- 1480 - 





Wednesday of the eighteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 31:1-7; Jeremiah 31; Matthew 15: 21-28 

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying 
out, Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering 
terribly from demon-possession. Jesus did not answer a word. So 
his disciples came to him and urged him, Send her away, for she 
keeps crying out after us. He answered, I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of Israel. The woman came and knelt before him. Lord, help 
me! she said. He replied, It is not right to take the children’s bread 
and toss it to their dogs. Yes, Lord, she said, but even the dogs eat 
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the crumbs that fall from their masters ’ table. Then Jesus answered, 
Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted. And her 
daughter was healed from that very hour. (Matthew 15: 21-28) 

Truth and Tolerance One of the features of monotheistic 
religion which has attracted the attention of many scholars in recent 
decades is what they choose to name as its intolerance. That is to 
say, monotheism is deemed to be intolerant of other religions. For 
this reason we find many who do not regard the arrival of 
missionaries of monotheism (say, Christian — be they Catholic or 
Protestant) as good for the society they wish to address. Now, this 
antagonism against a belief in one only God can itself be due to a 
fundamental relativism that is intolerant of any position which insists 
on objective truth. But let us set that brief critique aside and accept 
that the Christian, say, can indeed be “intolerant”. By that I choose 
to mean that he can think that the divine and supernatural Revelation 
with which he is blessed is the only way God has revealed himself 
and that the only legitimate religious faith is a formal faith in this 
Revelation. He can think that all other religions are scarcely more 
than projections of the fallen nature of man. There is, he thinks, little 
or nothing to be said for them and they are hardly worthy of respect 
even though one would not be so uncivil as to say this to a person’s 
face. Of course, this position in its broad outline need be in no way 
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peculiar to, say, a Christian. It can be very characteristic of a 
Muslim and there are notoriously intolerant Muslims. There is no 
god but Allah , and so — as the world once witnessed the Islamic 
Taliban doing during their occupation of Afghanistan — the ancient 
and revered statues of Buddha were smashed to pieces. Again, there 
can be many intolerant and anti-Christian Hindus, and many scholars 
maintain that ultimately Hinduism is monotheistic. Monotheism as 
represented by some of its adherents can indeed be intolerant as can 
anyone of any persuasion. Is there a way out of such an impasse, 
granted that, in the case of the Christian, one knows that Christ is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, and that he is the only way to the 
Father? Is truth necessarily intolerant? 

Now, Christ is indeed the only way to the Father, but people 
who do not know or accept this can be on the way to understanding 
it. That is to say, different people will be at different stages on the 
path to accepting the fullness of this saving truth. Where they are at 
in their partial apprehension of the truth ought therefore be respected. 
Let us consider our Gospel passage today (Matthew 15: 21-28) 
which portrays the encounter between Christ and a pagan. She was a 
Canaanite woman of obscure religious beliefs and certainly not an 
adherent of the faith of the House of Israel. We may presume she 
was scarcely familiar with the inspired Scriptures except by hearsay 
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and that her notion of the coming Messiah was hazy at best — as 
was, let us remember, that of many in Israel. But she evoked from 
our Lord very high praise. Her faith was great. All through his 
public ministry he was seeking faith in himself. He frequently 
inveighed against Israel for its lack of faith. We remember how he 
pronounced on his own town of Nazareth for its lack of faith. Take a 
count and observe how often our Lord commended people for their 
great faith: there are not many who showed “great faith”. There was 
the centurion, presumably a pagan, who expressed himself as 
unworthy to have Christ under his roof. All that was needed was to 
say the word and his servant would be healed. Our Lord was amazed 
and said he had not seen such faith in all Israel. Here in our Gospel 
passage our Lord addresses the Canaanite woman and tells her that 
her faith is great. This surely reminds us that the Spirit of God 
hovers and stirs over the waters, as we read in the first chapter of 
Genesis. God is at work in the heart of the world and among the 
peoples. There is such a thing as natural revelation: God reveals 
himself to an extent in nature. The world is the work of his hands 
and though it has been defaced by sin it still speaks of him. God 
makes himself heard in the work of his hands and he leads people to 
faith in him, such as that faith might be. The Canaanite woman came 
to Christ from out of her paganism with a faith in him of sorts such 
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that Christ commended her greatly for it. Let us be disposed to 
esteem the religious faith of others. Indeed, God may be readying 
them for a great faith in Jesus the only Saviour. 

Let us who are in Christ hold fast to the saving truth that God 
has granted to us and understand by Christ’s own example that the 
mighty Spirit of God is leading the peoples along the path of truth 
too. Their grasp of the truth may be mixed with a mountain of error, 
but such too was the case of the Canaanite woman. She had not been 
evangelized. She had not been instructed in “the Way”, as the Acts 
of the Apostles puts it. She had heard bits and pieces, and the Spirit 
of God was helping her and led her to great faith. Let us respect 
what God is doing in the hearts of those who do not believe. 

-- 
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Thursday of the eighteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 31: 31-34; Psalm 50; Matthew 16:13-23 


When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, 
Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. 
Who do you say 1 am? Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
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build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. / will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone 
that he was the Christ. From that time on Jesus began to explain to 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at 
the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and on the third day be reused to life. Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. Never, Lord! he said. This shall 
never happen to you! Jesus turned and said to Peter, Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the 
things of God, but the things of men. (Matthew 16:13-23) 

Kingdom and Church There are two realities specifically 
mentioned by our Lord in our Gospel passage from St Matthew. 
There is the kingdom of heaven and its keys, and there is Christ’s 
“church” (or “assembly”). In his Gospel, Matthew reports our Lord 
referring to the “kingdom of the heavens” (basileia ton ouranon ) 
over thirty times before this lone reference to his building “his 
church” (Matthew 16:18), and some twenty times following it. In 
Matthew, usually the “kingdom” is the “kingdom of heaven,” though 
at times it is just the “kingdom,” or the “kingdom of God”, or the 
“kingdom of their Father.” Christ does not speak of himself explicitly 
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building the kingdom of heaven — the kingdom seems to be there, 
long promised, and he makes it known, present, available, accessible. 
It is, of course, God and his rule, his sway, his dominion — with the 
wonderful promises that its establishment on earth will bring. Christ 
will clearly be the King in this Kingdom and he is in the business of 
establishing and extending it. In the Gospel of St Mark, the 
expression our Lord uses is more commonly “the kingdom of God” 
or “the kingdom” (some twenty times), and Luke too ranges between 
“kingdom of God” and “kingdom” (over forty times). In the Gospel 
of St John, it is the “kingdom” (some five times). In the rest of the 
New Testament the “kingdom” is referred to over forty times. That 
is to say, Matthew has the expression “the kingdom” more than any 
other New Testament writer, and in his case it is typically “the 
kingdom of heaven” rather than “the kingdom of God” or even just 
“the kingdom.” It is agreed that Matthew is the most Scripturally- 
referenced of the Gospels. I suspect that, inasmuch as it is accepted 
that in the first instance he wrote it for an Aramaic-Hebrew 
readership, his use of “the kingdom of heaven” is the most likely 
expression to have been commonly on our Lord’s lips. But what 
Matthew also reports, and which the other Gospels do not, is our 
Lord’s references to “my church” (mou ten ekklesianmou). There are 
plenty of references to the “church” in the rest of the New Testament 
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outside of the Gospels, but among the Gospels it is special to 
Matthew. 

There is one other reference to “the church” (ekklesia) in 
Matthew — and there it is plainly more clearly meant as “the 
assembly” or “congregation.” Christ directs that if someone among 
them is incorrigible, then he may be expelled from the “assembly” 
(Matthew 18:17). It is simply “the church” and not, as in Matthew 
16, “my church.” It is plain that our Lord did not speak very much of 
his “Church” and when he did, it seems to have been with his 
disciples, whereas he spoke publicly of the “kingdom of heaven.” 
That is why our Gospel text today (Matthew 16: 13-23) is a critical 
text, and is precious among the four Gospels. It comes at the end of 
an extensive public ministry and many conflicts with those who will 
engineer his death. Immediately after, our Lord begins to speak of 
his Passion and Resurrection, and of the doctrine of the Cross — to 
be followed by the Transfiguration. The business of the kingdom 
becomes very concrete in our passage today. We learn that Christ 
will “build” his church. He has announced far and wide the 
imminence of the kingdom of heaven, for which all aspired. But 
how in the concrete will people access it? There will be a “church,” a 
gathering, an “assembly.” Christ will build it. The verb “I will build” 
(< oikodomeso ) suggests something like building a house. The 


- 1489 - 



“house,” of course, could be as in the “House” of Israel that had been 
chosen, convoked and built by God. This will be his “House” which 
he himself will build and arrange. Moreover, it is directly related to 
the “kingdom of heaven.” The keys to the kingdom of heaven will be 
lodged in his “church” and they will be in the hands of Simon. To 
Simon has been granted the faith and the readiness to bear witness to 
it. He now receives an appointment from Christ. He will be the 
Rock on which Christ will build his Church, and to him will be given 
the keys whereby a person may enter the kingdom of heaven. This is 
an extraordinary appointment, surely, but one that is very concrete 
and identifiable. Those desirous of entering the kingdom will know, 
in due course, exactly what to do. They must approach Simon, and 
the Apostles gathered around him, and ask that he open the door, for 
he has the keys — as do the Twelve in union with him. But also 
Simon, now the Rock, may bind and loose, and whatever he binds or 
loosens, will be regarded as such in heaven. He has immense 
spiritual authority. 

This is a precious Scriptural passage, and immensely revelatory 
of the divine plan regarding the “kingdom of heaven,” or the 
“kingdom of God.” Christ’s “church” is placed at the forefront of 
entry into the promised kingdom, and there are high officers 
administering the kingdom here on earth. Such is the will of God. It 
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is, then, critical that each person desirous of following Jesus Christ 
closely ask, where is Christ’s “church” now, and in whose hands are 
the “keys”? Who is the successor of Simon the Rock? Who holds the 
keys? Who has the authority to bind and loose? Our inspired passage 
today shows that Christ’s “church” is central to “the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

-- 
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Friday of the eighteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nahum 2:1.3; 3:1-3.6-7; (Psalm) Deuteronomy 32; 

Matthew 16:24-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole 
world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for 
his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory 
with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to 
what he has done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here 
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will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom. (Matthew 16:24-28) 

Give all to him! One wonders what would have been the 
upshot for Buddhism had Buddha been crucified. Consider what 
would have been the future of the new religion in Arabia in the 
seventh century had Mahomet been crucified a mere three years into 
his career of initiating Islam. Is it imaginable that Mahomet would 
have chosen to allow himself to be crucified by his enemies, and 
have said that this was of the essence of his mission in life? Mahomet 
had a body of teaching as have many great religious founders, but is 
it conceivable that he might have seen himself as having the mission 
of taking away the sins of the world? All this is unimaginable. 
Questions like these help us to perceive the radical originality of the 
Christian religion. The person of Christ is truly original in that this 
Man Jesus claimed to be divine and backed up his claim not only 
with an original revelation but with miracles that have not been 
equalled. Did Mahomet ever cast out a demon, let alone very many 
of them? Did Buddha or Mahomet or Zoroaster ever raise a person to 
life from the dead? Did any of them stride across the surface of a 
turbulent inland Sea? Did any of them calm a raging storm at a mere 
word? Can we imagine one of these great founders going forth to 
accept death willingly as being central to his mission, having stated 
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how long he would be dead and buried, and promising to rise from 
the dead and to come back to speak to his disciples? Christ actually 
fulfilled his promise. By his own power he came back from the dead 
as he promised. Can we imagine any one of them speaking of God 
as Christ did? The man Christ claimed to be God — not God the 
Father, but God the Son. His enemies understood this. Who on earth 
would or could have imagined the doctrine of the Trinity, of there 
being only one God, but three divine persons each of whom is this 
one and only God? The person of Christ was radically original in the 
history of mankind, his mission was radically original, and his 
teaching was radically original. Who is on a par with him in sheer 
holiness? Can any of you convict me of sin? There has never been 
anyone like Jesus of Nazareth. The glory of the Christian is to have 
discovered the person of Jesus Christ. 

This discovery must be translated into action. The tragedy for 
the Christian is not that he may have thrown in his lot with Jesus 
Christ to such an extent that he loses everything except Christ in the 
process. What is truly tragic is when he does not throw in his lot 
with Jesus Christ at all, and so keeps everything except him. He is a 
nominal Christian, a Christian by name, keeping to what he and the 
world perceives to be the safe side of things. I remember one boy 
who hoped to be a priest some day. He had a favourite uncle who 
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was always cheerful and good to him. He liked, admired and loved 
his uncle. His uncle heard of his ambition some day to be a priest 
and he immediately tried to dissuade him of it. He told him it would 
be a waste of his life. A true waste. The good things of life would 
be lost — family, career, possessions, and the kind of achievements 
that matter. The boy went on to be a priest and was forever grateful 
to God for his calling. He always remembered his uncle’s advice and 
the worldliness that it manifested. He always retained his affection 
for his favourite uncle too, but that advice given to him in his youth 
was always a reminder of what the following of Christ does not 
mean. It does not mean keeping back what Christ is asking for. In 
our Gospel today Christ asks for total dedication to his person and 
his teaching. “ Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the 
whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-28). There is no one 
comparable to Jesus Christ and for this reason he asks for a 
dedication no other religious teacher has ever asked for. He asks that 
we love him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and that we 
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express this by obeying his commands. We are to love and obey him 
just as we would God. 

What will help us in this great project of being a true Christian 
is the thought of the judgment of God. The day will come when life 
will be over and we shall appear before the judgment of God. Listen 
to what Christ says of this judgment, both the individual and the 
general judgment. “ The Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s 
glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according 
to what he has done." Life is short and eternity is long. The key to a 
blessed eternity is the generous following of the person of Christ. So 
then, now I begin! 
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Saturday of the eighteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as 
their Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and 
keep safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Habakkuk 1:12-2: 4; Psalm 9, Matthew 17:14-20 

When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and 
knelt before him. Lord, have mercy on my son, he send. He has 
seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into 
the water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heed 
him. O unbelieving and perverse generation, Jesus replied, how long 
shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the 
boy here to me. Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, 
and he was heeded from that moment. Then the disciples came to 
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Jesus in private and asked, Why couldn’t we drive it out? He replied, 
Because you have so little faith. (Matthew 17:14-20) 

Ask him for it! One of the baffling things in man’s life of 
religion is the response of God to prayer. At all times man has 
appealed to the powers above for aid in his hour of need. At times 
exactly what he requests comes his way, but at times it does not. 
What then is the use of praying for something, when his receiving 
what he requested could well be, one may think, simply a fortunate 
coincidence? What really is the use of asking God for what we 
need? Now, let us notice this. In the case of many who do not get 
precisely what they asked for in prayer, their faith in the power of 
prayer nevertheless does not diminish. Secondly though, their 
experience is that while their requests are not always granted in the 
precise form in which they are presented, often they are granted. For 
instance, they pray and they find what they had lost, be it a coin, a 
key, an important document or whatever. They pray and the 
important job they were seeking is offered them. Or again, there is a 
matter of great anxiety and there seems to be no way out of the 
terrible impasse. The one in this terrible perplexity prays and prays 
to God for help. The crisis comes and goes with suffering in its 
wake, but by hindsight he comes to see that the hand of the Lord was 
with him, and it took him through to a happy situation he did not 
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envisage. The Lord has answered his prayer without his having 
noticed this being done. But of course, this is not always the case. A 
person with an incurable illness goes with his relatives to Lourdes in 
France with the hope of being granted a cure. After all, other cures 
have been granted. Though he admits to having received benefits 
from his devout pilgrimage to Lourdes, he is not cured of his cancer. 
The long and the short of it is that, as all believers know, while 
Christ urges us to pray for what we need and to pray persistently, a 
mere asking does not ensure that we shall receive precisely what we 
ask for. Such is the problem of prayer. 

What are we to say about this? Firstly, we must always 
remember that Christ repeatedly and insistently urges us to pray for 
what we need. If we believe that he is our Redeemer and our God, 
we must believe in his word on this point as on any point. If in effect 
we do not believe him on this, what does this say of our 
understanding of his person? Ask and you will receive, he says. 
Obviously this cannot mean that a mere verbal asking will bring the 
desired result. This would be the shortest way to the practice of 
magic one could think of. On the contrary, it must involve a deeply 
prayerful attitude of soul. What Christ is insisting on in these words 
— that if we ask we shall receive — is the importance of faith. We 
must truly believe in the power and the goodness of Christ to hear 
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our prayer. If we pray for something without that faith in Christ 
then, to begin with, we shall quickly give up on our petition. 
Secondly, if we pray without that faith, we shall not be praying with 
the inner dependence on God which the prayer of petition requires. 
We shall lack reverence in our prayer. Consider our Gospel scene 
today in which “a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 
Lord, have mercy on my son, he said. He has seizures and is 
suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. / 
brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him ” (Matthew 
17:14-20). The man approached Jesus and knelt before him. He 
showed him very great reverence and respect, presenting his 
impossible need in all humility and yet confident of Jesus’ goodness 
and power. Now, is there any instance in the Gospel of a request 
being refused when these dispositions are present? Rarely. However, 
consider one request presented to our Lord by three persons who 
loved him greatly. The mother of the sons of James and John came 
to our Lord with her sons and bowed low. What is it you want me to 
do for you, Jesus asked. Place these boys of mine at your right and 
left when you come in glory. “ You do not know what you are 
asking ,” our Lord said. In any case these places are for those to 
whom my Father has allotted them. That is instructive. Our Lord 
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did not tell her she should not have asked for this, but in its precise 
form it was not granted. God has his plans and he knows best. 

The ways of God are inscrutable but what is abundantly clear is 
that Christ our Lord insistently and unambiguously tells us to ask 
God for what we need. As Cardinal Newman once said, God 
generally hears our prayers by way of extension : he extends nature’s 
ordinary course and his Providence nudges in a certain direction. 
God does not normally suspend the laws of nature he himself has 
established. However, we ought to be constantly asking God to help 
us in all we need. More, when we feel drawn to it and when before 
God we think it would be in accord with his will, we ought boldly 
pray even for a miracle. Miracles are granted and they have been 
confirmed by the Church. St Alphonsus Liguori writes that the 
reason why we do not receive more from God is that we do not ask 
for more. Let us then in all our needs turn to Christ as did the man in 
our Gospel today. 
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Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 

covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm 34:2-9; 

Ephesians 4:30-5:2; John 6:41-51 

At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, I 
am the bread that came down from heaven. They said, Is this not 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know ? How 
can he now say, 7 came down from heaven ’? Stop grumbling among 
yourselves, Jesus answered. No-one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last 
day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God. ’ 
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Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 
No-one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he 
has seen the Father. 1 tell you the truth, he who believes has 
everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the 
manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. / am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world. (John 6:41-51) 

The pledge of future glory I am sure we could say that 
anyone who claimed that he would not die would be laughed out of 
court. Everyone dies — and this ordinary and common certitude 
seems to be based on the fact that there is no one, whom mankind 
knows of, who has escaped death. My certitude that death will come 
to me would seem to be based, at least to a point, on likeness. 
Because I am like all those other human beings who have died, I am 
sure I too shall die. I am also like other kinds of living beings in this 
or that respect. I am like them in living, so I have no doubt that I 
shall be like them in dying. It is fundamentally an overwhelming 
probability that constitutes a certitude. While we have no idea how 
we shall die because we see that our fellow human beings die in all 
sorts of ways, we are absolutely certain that like them we shall die. 
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The case is somewhat different with what happens after death. 
While we see without exception that everyone dies, we see nothing 
of what happens to them after death. Most people believe that life 
continues after death and generally this belief is based on religion or 
a philosophy. Normally it is based on religious faith, but even here 
the spectrum of belief is enormous and radically varied. If one’s 
view of the Afterlife were to be based on the voice of mankind or 
some form of common consent (for it cannot be based on 
observation) one would be left impossibly confused. There is the 
varied picture coming from the indigenous religions. There is the 
range of testimony coming from ancient religions such as those of 
Greece, Egypt and Rome. There are the expectations entertained by, 
say, Zoroastrianism and the Norse religions. There are the great 
world religions which include the reincarnation beliefs of Buddhism. 
We could not possibly canvass here the views of mankind on life 
after death, except to say that generally man believes in his survival 
after this life has come to its close. His main, though not exclusive, 
source for this belief is his religious faith — varied as that is. In 
view of the capital importance of the question of what happens after 
we die, it is a fair question to ask what is the foundation of our 
personal belief. 
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The Christian has a clear and explicit answer to this question. 
The reason why he believes in the Afterlife is that it has been 
historically revealed by God. To an increasing extent it was revealed 
prior to the coming of Christ and then he, Christ, revealed it with 
incomparable clarity. No one in the entire sweep of the Scriptures 
has given such a clear revelation of the divine Judgment and of its 
consequences in Heaven or Hell as has Jesus Christ. In this I speak 
of his teaching. But even more importantly, there is the unique fact 
of his personal example. By this I mean that inasmuch as he rose 
from the dead and appeared in his real body as glorified, we have the 
surest basis possible for belief in an Afterlife and the knowledge of 
what this involves. It involves sharing in Christ’s risen life in glory. 
This utterly transforms the sombre fear of death that necessarily 
hangs like a dark pall over the life and thought of mankind. Death 
has been transformed by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We now know what is ahead of us with palpable clarity. Where 
Christ has gone we hope to follow. But there is a pivotal 
consideration here, and it concerns what we must do for all this to 
happen. It will not happen automatically — as do some things. 
Death occurs automatically. We have no choice about that. It is a 
universal pattern and we shall be part of it. There is something else 
that “automatically” happens. It is that the divine Judgement will 
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follow death. We must pass that Test if we are to share with Christ 
in his glory. Now, what must we do on our part to share the life of 
Christ in glory? “Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet 
they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which 
a man may eat and not die. / am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever ” (John 
6:41-51).This means truly believing in Jesus, accepting his word, 
and obeying his commandments. This includes living according to 
what he taught us on the holy Eucharist. “This bread is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world”. 

The Eucharist is Christ’s pledge to us of future glory. It fills us 
with every grace and heavenly blessing. The Eucharist is Christ in 
all his risen fullness. It fortifies us for our pilgrimage in this life and 
gives us a longing to be with Jesus in heaven. It unites us here on 
earth now to him who is at the right hand of the Father, and to the 
Church in heaven including the Virgin Mary and all the angels and 
saints in heaven. The holy Eucharist is our pledge of future glory, a 
wonderful down-payment of the abundant treasure that is to come to 
those who live and die in Jesus. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1402- 
1405 (Eucharist as pledge of eternal life) 
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Monday of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 

covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 1:2-5.24-28; Psalm 148; John 12:24-26 

I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains only a single grain. But if it dies, it produces 
much fruit. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man 
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
serx’es me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. 
My Father will honour the one who serves me. (John 12:24-26) 
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Dying with Christ I make a passing observation. It is that 
the bent of our Lord’s human intellect seems to have been towards 
analogies rather than, say, philosophical abstraction. Compare the 
character of his discourses with those of, say, a Greek philosopher. 
Our Lord characteristically used images, examples, comparisons 
drawn from life and the world. He likes to point to the many patterns 
in the world and, in showing their similarity to patterns in religion, 
explains his doctrine. His teaching abounds in stories and parables 
which of course makes his teaching accessible both to the common 
man and to the savant. For example, take the image our Lord 
employs in our Gospel passage today. “7 tell you the truth, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 
grain. But if it dies, it produces much fruit.” Our Lord points to a 
pattern in nature with which all are familiar: the grain of wheat 
passing away and then budding anew in much fruit. Our Lord uses 
this very natural feature of the world as an analogy or likeness of 
something far more significant, which is the generosity which must 
mark the life of the Christian. His life must be like the grain of 
wheat that ‘ falls to the ground and dies.” The analogy illustrates the 
dying to self of the genuine Christian and his rising to a new life in 
Christ. We see what happens when the grain of wheat dies. So too 
we can expect that much fruit will be borne if we die to self in our 
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following of Christ. The analogy serves as an illustration and as a 
kind of proof. I have often thought that this divine teaching, coming 
from Christ, is also a key to understanding the meaning of this very 
pattern we see everywhere in nature. Life is taken away and other 
things benefit. One living thing is preyed upon by another and the 
fruit of this is that the cycle of life continues. It is a reflection of a 
marvellous law that itself comes forth from the heart of God, that 
whatever exists is called to give up itself for the other. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord gives us the key not only 
to seeing much fruit come forth from our efforts, but good fruit, fruit 
that will bring eternal life, fruit that will please God. A great artist 
spends his talents ephemerally and conducts his private life in a 
manner that constitutes what in many respects the Gospel calls 
scandal. He achieves “much fruit,” but it is not what pleases God. 
That is to say, there is a critically important element in our Lord’s 
use of his analogy, and it is his reference to his own example. 
“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant 
also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me ” (John 
12:24-26). In other words, it is our Lord’s own example that is the 
key for understanding the analogy of the grain of wheat that dies. 
Much good fruit will come provided that in our dying we die with 
Christ. This is important, for the fact is that many in history sacrifice 
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themselves utterly for their ideals. They lay down their lives for their 
goals and very often as a result of this great sacrifice of themselves 
their goals are indeed achieved. The question is, though, in what 
spirit did they do this, and what was the moral value of the goal for 
which they sacrificed themselves. Great harm can come from great 
self-sacrifice. The suicide bomber sacrifices his life and numerous 
innocent people are blown to pieces. It is not sufficient merely to 
imitate the grain of wheat that dies. Nor is it sufficient for “much 
fruit” to come forth from this self-sacrifice. The question remains, in 
what spirit did I do this, and what exactly was my goal. For it to be 
the truly good fruit which God wishes to see come forth from my life 
I must follow Christ in his self-sacrifice. Where 1 am, he says, my 
servant will also be. My Father will honour the one who serves me. 
We must work hard for our goals in life, even to the point of 
self-sacrifice. But this is only if our goals are in accord with the will 
of God, and pursued in union with Christ. Let this mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, St Paul writes. 

Christ is the key to understanding the very course and 
constitution of the world. The love he showed is the revelation of the 
Father, and his love is the revelation of the true meaning of all life 
and creation. The works of God, when we have the key to it, reflect 
the teaching and example of Christ who is the master Teacher of 
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mankind. On the mountain the voice of the Father was heard: This is 
my Son whom 1 love. Listen to him. He sacrificed himself for us. As 
St Paul writes, Christ loved me and gave himself for me. Let us 
resolve to follow in his footsteps, then! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 

covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 2:8-3:4; Psalm 118; 18:1-5,10-14 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven? He called a little child and had 
him stand among them. And he said: I tell you the truth, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever 
welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. See that 
you do not look down on one of these little ones. For l tell you that 
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their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 
What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them 
wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to 
look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, I tell you the 
truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine 
that did not wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is 
not willing that any of these little ones should be lost. (Matthew 
18:1-5, 10, 12-14) 

Small is beautiful Animals afford unending fascination. 
Witness the unfading popularity of nature documentaries and the 
success of Sir David Attenborough’s natural history films. But 
notice too one element in this: the astounding beauty not only of 
grand scenes and powerful animal life but of the tiniest creatures too. 
The tiniest marine life, the unnoticed life of the desert steppes, all 
have their beauty and their fascination. Or again, take some dog 
show: all sorts of dogs are paraded before the judge. There are large 
and powerful dogs, medium sized dogs that can perform unusual 
feats, sheep dogs with amazing prowess in getting sheep to do their 
bidding. Yet which dog wins the prize? It may be a small Scottish 
Terrier. Its perfect proportions and style of movement gives it the 
edge on all the others that dominate the scene and draw more of the 
attention of the audience than it does. Moreover, the Scottish Terrier 
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has itself no knowledge of its being the objective winner of the 
contest. It is content with what it is and in that setting, at least, has 
no urge to be the “top dog.” Now, take the human scene. How many 
humans commonly desire to be, as we may put it, “the top dog.” 
Much of human history can be accounted for by the powerful desire 
to be “the top dog.” It can be said to be endemic and one can scarcely 
imagine a modem society running on a different basis. I remember 
one politician who subsequently became the leader of his political 
party. He observed that parliamentary life is a zoo. He was saying 
that the life of parliament was run on the law of dog eats dog, on the 
law of the jungle, on the only survivor being the fittest. Of course, 
there is a place in life for a spirit of competition but this has to be 
sanctified and turned in the direction of genuine service. Even apart 
from the drive to dominate in one’s work, it is commonly assumed 
that it is work that is large and noticeable and that occupies the 
largest portion of the stage which is the best and most admirable. 
Not so. As the economist Fritz Schumacher wrote in 1973 in his 
well-known book (Small is Beautiful), it is the small that is (or rather 
can be) beautiful. 

Implicitly, I have been referring to the desire which throbs at 
the heart of creation to be great. All things desire, in their way, to be 
great. By this I mean that there is a quest for perfection evident 
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everywhere in creation. Things manifest a thrust towards fulfilment , 
an undying impulse to attain their best. This reaches its apogee in 
the human being and in human society, where the great surging 
ocean of humanity beats with its aspiration for the best. Man desires 
perfection. He wishes to be great and this is a God-given impulse 
implanted in his nature. The critical question is, in what does true 
greatness consist and how is man to attain it? It cannot mean being 
“the top dog” — the example of the tiniest marine life in all its 
beauty shows this, as does the small Scottish Terrier that wins the 
show over much larger competitors. As Schumacher wrote (in 
reference to human work) “small is beautiful.” What then does it 
mean to be great and excellent, and is this within the reach of the 
little person, the humble and ordinary individual who does not have 
anything like the talents of his fellows? On one occasion the mother 
of James and John came to Jesus with her two sons and asked that he 
place them one at his right and the other at his left in his Kingdom. 
She wanted them to be at the top. He said they did not know what 
they were asking. It meant drinking his cup — and in any case the 
top places were the business of his heavenly Father. Above all, true 
greatness means drinking Christ’s cup — imitating him in his 
self-abasement and self-sacrifice in the service of others. So too in 
our Gospel passage today. “At that time the disciples came to Jesus 
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and asked, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Who is it 
who is great, even in the kingdom of heaven? Our Lord’s answer is 
the opposite of that of the world. “ He called a little child and had 
him stand among them. And he said: I tell you the truth, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:1-5). 
We must serve and serve in humility if we wish to attain that 
greatness God has planned for us. Christ is the model of true 
greatness. 

St Paul writes that Christ, though he had the form and glory of 
God, gave it all up and became as we men are, and humbler still, 
even to death on a cross. And so God raised him on high, above all 
others. Our Lord said that the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted and the one who exalts himself will be humbled. Christ 
holds the key to human greatness and this is, in him, within the reach 
of all. We shall be great to the extent that we are humble in our 
obedient service of God and others. It will be a hidden greatness, 
hidden from the world, but in full view of God. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 

covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 66:l-3a, 5, 8, 16-17; 

Matthew 18:15-20 

If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just 
between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your 
brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, 
so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses. ’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would 
a pagan or a tax collector. I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on 
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earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them. (Matthew 18:15-20) 

Show him his fault Notice a feature of social and national 
life: the freedom to criticise and the prevalence of criticism. In any 
democracy it is taken as a basic principle that criticism must be 
allowed. A free press is insisted on as a basic right of a democratic 
society because it is able freely to correct faults and wrongs being 
perpetrated in the society or in the world at large. Without that 
criticism broadcast before all, evils remain unnoticed and can thus 
proceed uncorrected. With that criticism, legitimate opposition to the 
evil can be galvanized and perceived evils can be corrected. Again, a 
kernel of the modern democracy is the presence in its parliament of 
an Opposition. The function of a parliamentary Opposition is to 
criticise and correct. It criticises policies of the sitting Government, 
it freely expresses its corrections and with the aid of media publicity 
hopes to win the agreement of the population at large. The 
expression of correction is a basic necessity if evil is to be resisted 
and if good is to flourish. A fundamental institution of the 
democratic state is the ballot and this too is a form of correction. The 
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population is able to express and enforce corrections of perceived 
evils by its ballot. All of society depends on the presence of the 
power to correct. Within a family it is evident that — though there 
can be abuses — parents must correct their children. All know that 
if there is no correction given, the child will be at the mercy of his 
impulses not only as a child but much more seriously as an adult. 
Parents too need to be corrected at times and it is a further question 
who is to express the correction. Within schools education requires 
the freedom to correct. Alternatively, take a society in which 
criticism and correction is not allowed — and there are many such 
societies. The press is supervised and becomes virtually a 
mouthpiece of the dictatorship. No Opposition is allowed in the 
institutions of government. Schools become a form of indoctrination 
and churches are suppressed. All correction or criticism is put down. 
It is obvious to ordinary reflection that such a situation is profoundly 
unhealthy and a seed-bed of great evils. 

Of course, correction can be given in bad faith and for a variety 
of self-serving motives, so there has to be discrimination in 
evaluating criticism both when it is given and when it is received. 
But the value and importance of correction is what any reasonable 
person ought be able to see and act upon. Well now, what does Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God made man, have to say about all this? Does 
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Christ speak of the giving and receiving of correction which ordinary 
reflection shows to be fundamental for the health of individuals and 
societies? Yes, and he intends his confirmation of it to apply not only 
to society but to the inner life of the Church. “ If your brother sins 
against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. 
If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will 
not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. ’ If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even 
to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector’'’ 
(Matthew 18:15-20). Now, — and this is my point — this 
confirmation by Christ ought lead the Christian to be ready to give 
and receive correction above all in the spirit of Christ. The spirit of 
the world is very different from that of Christ. The criticism so 
natural to the world is a criticism without love, and in particular 
without the love of Christ. Generally this means giving it without 
love and resisting it when it is correction of oneself. It is a criticism 
that seeks to dominate and injure and it is lacking in self-criticism. 
The challenge for the Christian in the world is to imbue his secular 
environment with the spirit of Christ, and this includes that necessary 
component of his environment which is criticism and correction. It 
too must be evangelized. The Christian in the media should strive to 
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correct as would Christ. The Christian in parliament should act in 
Opposition with the spirit of Christ. Correction within the life of the 
Church ought be imbued with the spirit and example of Christ. That 
is to say, it ought be imbued with Christ-like love. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord directs his disciples to 
correct the one who sins against another within the life of the 
Church. Correction there as everywhere is necessary for the 
flourishing of the Church, for the flourishing of the Church’s 
members, and for the flourishing of the one who is in need of 
correction. The distinctive thing is the spirit with which this is to be 
done. It is to be done with the spirit of Christ, full of self-denying 
love. Imagine our Christian families, schools and life within the 
Church were this to be done! Imagine if correction were to be given 
only in the spirit of Christ and not in the spirit of the world! 

-- 
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Thursday of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 12:1-12; Psalm 77; Matthew 18:21-19:1 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times 
shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven 
times? Jesus answered, l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 
times. Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he 
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant 


- 1523 - 



fell on his knees before him. Be patient with me, ’ he begged, ‘and I 
will pay back everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, 
cancelled the debt and let him go. But when that servant went out, 
he found one of his fellow- seri’cints who owed him a hundred 
denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what 
you owe me! ’ he demanded. His fellow- servant fell to his knees and 
begged him, Be patient with me, and I will pay you back. ’ But he 
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison 
until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their 
master everything that had happened. Then the master called the 
serx’ant in. ‘You wicked servant, ’ he said, 7 cancelled cdl that debt 
of yours because you begged me to. Shoulcln’t you have had mercy 
on your fellow- servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master 
turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back 
all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother from your heart. When Jesus had 
finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region 
of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. (Matthew 18:21-19:1) 

Forgive from the heart It is almost proverbial that the 
perennial problem for man is evil and suffering. Not only is it his 
abiding burden through the centuries but it can threaten his religion. 
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Because of the evil he endures he can come to doubt that God is 
good, or that God is powerful, or even that God exists. Now, there is 
not much we can do about the fact of evil and suffering in the world, 
in the sense that it is impossible to rid the world and our lives of evil 
and suffering. It will vary according to our circumstances, our time 
and our place and on a host of other factors. But it cannot be 
altogether avoided — this is the plain fact of mankind’s experience. 
Man cannot avoid having to suffer and having to experience evil in 
one form or another. It is a beautiful world, but at the same time it is 
an ugly world. The great variable in this fact of life is man’s 
response to evil and suffering. In wartime one man goes through hell 
on earth, as we might say, and emerges a bitter and forever sullen 
man. He comes home from the war having lost his religious faith. 
But his companion in the very same division and in the very same 
marches goes through the same hell on earth, and emerges grateful, 
compassionate, more deeply religious than ever. Suffering has 
ruined the one, and purified the other. All must suffer. This is a 
simple fact of empirical experience, however we account for it 
philosophically. Yet the one comes forth from it a better person 
while the other definitely a worse one. Obviously many things will 
account for this radical difference, but I suggest that a powerful 
factor is the issue of forgiveness. The man who learns the art of 
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forgiving emerges the victor from the encounter with evil and 
suffering. The man who cannot forgive is left in defeat. He has lost 
the battle of life while the other has won it. There is another fact of 
experience, and it is that the sooner we learn the art of forgiveness 
the easier it is to gain the victory. That is to say, we must not linger 
and dally in the company of bitterness at injury. Bitterness is not a 
friend but an enemy. We must be up and doing — decisively 
expelling it from our hearts. 

In sum, ordinary human reflection shows that a key to 
happiness is the capacity and the readiness to forgive. In passing, let 
us remember that a related key to happiness is the capacity and the 
readiness to acknowledge fault and to ask forgiveness for injuries 
inflicted. But here we are considering the readiness to forgive. It is 
a key to human happiness because, as I have observed, an encounter 
with evil and suffering is in any case unavoidable in life. Now, what 
does our Lord say about this ? He teaches that the readiness to 
forgive is a key to happiness not only in this world but in the next. 
Our Lord gives no quarter. We must forgive, no matter how great 
the evil that has been suffered. In our Gospel today the servant of the 
king refused to forgive his fellow servant his debt — a not 
inconsiderable debt, being the equivalent of about three months’ 
wages. The king heard of it and condemned him to jail and torture. 
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Then our Lord gives his teaching: “This is how my heavenly Father 
will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your 
heart ’ (Matthew 18:21-19:1). There is no advantage from any point 
of view in refusing to forgive and in hanging on to grudges and 
resentments. It will bring suffering in this life and more suffering in 
the next. It does no good at all. It adds to the surging ocean of evil 
in the world and it inflicts serious harm on ourselves. What is the 
answer to the thought of injustice and suffering that others have 
inflicted on oneself in the past or present? As our Lord says in the 
parable of today’s Gospel, the first thing we ought think of is how 
unjust we have been to God by our sins and neglect of him. The 
servant came before the king with a debt of ten thousand talents — 
an immense sum of money and absolutely beyond his capacity to 
pay. He appealed to the king for mercy — reminding us that we 
should constantly do the same before God — and the king absolved 
him of his entire debt. This is the fundamental reality of our 
existence, and we ought remember it when the thought of our hurts 
crowd and clamour in our memories. Let us be filled with gratitude 
to God and at the same time compassion for those who, fallen like 
ourselves as they are, cause us injury. 

At various points in his teaching our Lord insists that we shall 
be forgiven to the extent that we forgive others. Let us pray for the 
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grace and the wisdom to forgive. It ought be a life-long ambition. St 
Paul writes in one of his Letters that we ought cultivate the mind of 
Christ. Our goal ought be to forgive absolutely everyone such that 
by the time we come to our last breath we have forgiven everyone 
from the heart. Let us aim to go to our Maker and our Judge with not 
a single resentment remaining in our hearts, with not a single person 
unforgiven. 
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Friday of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 

covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 16:1-15.60.63 or 16: 59-63; (Ps) Isaiah 12; 

Matthew 19:3-12 

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason? 
Haven’t you read, he replied, that at the beginning the Creator 
‘made them male and female and said, ‘For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh ’? So they are no longer two, but one. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate. Why 
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then, they asked, did Moses command that a man give his wife a 
certificate of divorce and send her away? Jesus replied, Moses 
permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 
But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone 
who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries 
another woman commits adultery. The disciples said to him, If this is 
the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry. 
Jesus replied, Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to 
whom it has been given. Some are celibate from birth, while some do 
not marry by force of circumstances. Still others choose not to marry 
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who 
can. ” (Matthew 19:3-12) 

Self-donation is the calling of all There is much in visible 
creation that reflects the calling of man. For instance, man is called 
freely to give himself for the sake of others. His highest and noblest 
moments are when, for a truly worthy reason, he sacrifices his life 
for the sake of another. The voice of mankind agrees that love is 
man’s true calling and love is self-sacrificing. How is this reflected 
in the rest of visible creation? Do we not see everywhere a pattern of 
one thing being given up or being taken for the sake of something 
else? The produce of the fields is eaten by various animals that they 
might live and those animals themselves are preyed upon by other 


- 1530 - 



animals or man in order that those predators might live. Life and 
being is given up for the sake of the other, and this general law 
observable in creation is seen to reach its height in the good and 
noble man who freely spends himself for others — and this itself 
reflects the life of God who is Love. For man, this natural vocation 
to self-sacrificing love is part of his natural yearning for communion 
with another — the most common (though not exclusive) expression 
of which is marriage. The man and the woman give themselves to 
one another in a permanent union of love, and if this flourishes by 
self-donation and sacrifice it constitutes their greatest fulfilment in 
life. As has been implied, there is a nuptial character to the human 
soul and this nuptial dimension is found to be stamped on all things. 
The animal kingdom is impelled towards a union that results in new 
life, and so too with all of life. We can even see something of this 
imprint on non-sentient reality. It is clearly a reflection of a nuptial 
life of self-donation within God himself, revealed by Jesus Christ. 
From all eternity the Father and the Son are united in an ineffable 
love in the Holy Spirit. Everywhere we see built into the structure of 
visible creation what we might call a reflection of the nuptial life of 
God the Creator. Nuptial and self-sacrificing love is the ultimate law 
of reality and is the route to a flourishing fulfilment. Man’s dignity 
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consists in recognizing this natural law and freely committing 
himself to living according to it. 

As has been said, for by far the greater part of humanity, this 
calling to communion and self-donation is expressed in the 
communion of marriage. For the Christian, it is especially Christ who 
reveals what this means. Christian marriage is an irrevocable self¬ 
donation to the other in which each has equal dignity. It is one-to- 
one, absolute, irrevocable, unbreakable. It is a reflection of the 
nuptial life of God in which the Father is forever the Son’s 
possession and the Son is forever the Father’s possession in so 
ineffable a union as to constitute the divine Spirit. It is indissoluble. 
It is this which is revealed in the self-donation of Jesus Christ to his 
body the Church. Christ loved us and gave himself for us, his 
Church. This self-donation was a “nuptial” act on his part and its 
highest expression as a self-donation was Calvary. Thus the Church 
became his spouse, and he the Bridegroom. The bond is 
unbreakable, and is one-to-one. It reflects the life of the most holy 
Trinity, and every Christian marriage is called to reflect the nuptial 
bond between Christ and his Church, which itself reflects the nuptial 
bond within the holy Trinity itself. How can this be possibly lived? 
It can be lived by the power of grace, the grace of the Holy Spirit 
who is given to the bride and the bridegroom in the Sacrament of 
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matrimony. The divine Spirit, the Spirit of the Father and of the Son 
is bestowed on the husband and wife and binds them in a union 
which reflects the union within the Holy Trinity. His grace thereafter 
throbs within the life of their love, building it up and shaping it in the 
likeness of the love of Christ for his Church. Their calling is to 
reflect this love and to be an instrument of its work in the world. 
Now, as our Lord says in our Gospel, not all are called to the precise 
form of self-donation that is matrimony. Some choose to renounce 
marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven, which is present in 
its fullness in the person of Christ. They give themselves to Christ 
directly and immediately, and for love of Christ they live out in 
apostolic service and prayer this self-donation to the Bridegroom. 
Thus they reflect the life of the Holy Trinity after the manner of 
Christ himself. 

Let us ponder the grandeur of the vision and calling outlined by 
Jesus Christ in our Gospel today (Matthew 19:3-12). Our Lord holds 
out to the married couple the calling to live a life that reflects his 
love for his spouse the Church, and the inner life of the Holy Trinity. 
Our Lord even holds out a loftier ideal still: to set aside even 
marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven, which is to say for 
the sake of Christ and a share in his mission. It is a higher form of 
communion and self-donation, one that reflects even more exactly 
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the life of self-donation lived by Christ. Let us be up and doing, 
then! 

-- 


- 1534 - 





Saturday of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73):20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 

covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of 
those who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit 
to enter into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 18:1-10.13.30-32; Ps. 50; Matt. 19:13-15 

Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his 
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those 
who brought them. Jesus said, Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these. When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from 
there. (Matthew 19:13-15) 
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The little ones An unshaven man, with dishevelled face, 
hair and clothes, accompanied by his dog on a lead, slowly makes his 
way along a main street in the city hub of Sydney. People hurry past, 
coming towards and passing him, or overtaking him from behind. 
Many quickly glance at him, and then cast their eyes ahead to their 
destination. No-one gives him a moment’s thought — not 
deliberately, but they are all busy and he does not attract any notice. 
He is a no-body. He thinks this too because he has long been treated 
as a no-body by almost everyone, even the members of his own 
family. He has rarely received special attention. He has seldom felt 
appreciated or respected. If he ever were, so new would the 
experience be that he would be quickly confused. He has come to 
live in his own world, listlessly killing time from day to day without 
any purpose. He is neglected by others and by himself. In all this, 
while he might be something of an extreme, there are many persons 
who scarcely feel the touch of any individual appreciation. Few 
really care for them. There are those whose marriages have never 
worked, and they live out their days in a twilight of inner and outer 
neglect. Not appreciated, the general impression they gain is that the 
world is unregarding of them, and though they compensate for this in 
various ways, nevertheless life for them remains unfulfilled. Cases 
such as these are of course not the norm. While most may get along 
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with some happiness and appreciation, I regard the totally neglected 
ones as emblematic. They represent a problem that most human 
beings experience to a greater or lesser extent: lack of appreciation, 
lack of notice, lack of the love for which they have been made. We 
are made to love and to be loved, and this world cannot provide this 
to the extent that we instinctively wish. I was once in an aeroplane 
and one of the passengers was a state politician. Just as we began to 
descend, the politician stood up, turned around and faced the body of 
passengers. There he stood in front of all for about five or ten 
minutes with a friend — simply to be seen. He was noticed, and he 
made sure he was noticed. Many people are not noticed much. 
They are just small fry. 

I suspect that great numbers of people do not think that, well, if 
there is a God, he notices them. So they don’t think of him much. It 
is very common among religions involving a high god who initiated 
the course of the world, that this high god is understood to have 
withdrawn from the scene. I suspect that this, in part, is a reflection 
of the common experience of being unnoticed and unvalued. The 
decisive factor in a vital and living religion is the subject’s sense of 
being touched personally by the Deity. The subject senses a 
particular, personal providence — not just a general one exercised 
over the course of the world. When Rudolf Otto described the 
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authentic religious experience in terms of a mysterium tremendum et 
fascincms, it necessarily entailed an interaction between the 
mysterium — the Numinous — and the subject in his personal 
individuality. All this is to say that man cries out to be loved at the 
core of his Self, that Self that is rarely known adequately by his 
fellow-creature. Man longs to be loved, appreciated and valued, for 
the Creator has made him loveable and valuable. Now, the 
distinctive thing about divine revelation is that it is the revelation of a 
God who loves “the nobody”. He loves the small fry. He loves the 
one whom nobody cares about. He loves the one whom people want 
to get out of the way and stop taking up other people’s time. He 
loves the little person. He loves the neglected. The greatest task of 
the one who accepts the Good News of the Gospel, the religion 
revealed by Jesus Christ, is to take to heart the fact that God is love. 
Christ loved me, St Paul writes, and gave himself up for me. He did 
that for me. I may not be important to anyone else. I may be 
important only to the extent that I am useful to them. I may be as 
nothing when among the crowd, especially when, say, a politician is 
standing in full view. But I am everything to God. Jesus Christ died 
for me as if I were the only person in the world. This is one of the 
implications of our Gospel passage today (Matthew 19:13-15), in 
which Christ insists on the little children being brought to him. Their 
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mothers were a nuisance to the disciples who were concerned for the 
convenience of their beloved Master. Let them come to me, Christ 
insisted with love. These little ones truly mattered, and they were 
made to feel it. 

It would be a good idea for each of us to look on ourselves as 
little children in God’s sight. If we think we do not matter much to 
others or to society and the world, well, neither did those children. 
But they were very important to Jesus Christ the Son of God made 
man, and he is the most important person in the world. He notices us 
always and loves us always. He wants us near him and he wants to 
give us his blessing. If we look on ourselves as little children before 
him and do his bidding, having trust in his care however much the 
world might disregard us, then ours will be the Kingdom of heaven. 
It is to such as these that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs, he said. 

-- 
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Proverbs 9:1-6; Psalm 34:2-7; 

Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 

Jesus said, / am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. This bread is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. Then the Jews began 
to argue sharply among themselves, How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat? Jesus said to them, I tell you the truth, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and / 
will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my 
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blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me, and 1 in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I 
live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live 
because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your 
forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will 
live for ever. (John 6:51-58) 

Summit and Source Grand gifts are promised to man in 
divine revelation. God called Abraham to leave his homeland and go 
to the land God would give him. He would be blessed. Further, 
through him all the nations of the earth would be blessed. God sent 
Moses back to Egypt with the promise that he would take his chosen 
people out of slavery to a promised land — to the land promised to 
their father Abraham. God promised David that his throne would 
never end and the prophets foretold the coming of the Messiah 
through whom all that God promised would be fulfilled. Those 
attuned to divine revelation had much to look forward to, and finally 
the Messiah came. He came announcing God’s Kingdom, the 
Kingdom of heaven. He had come that men would have life and 
have it in abundance. But now, while this paints a wonderful 
panorama, a vast glow of expectation, how in the concrete are these 
blessings to be attained? How specifically does God make these 
blessings available? Our Gospel today answers these very specific 


- 1541 - 



and practical questions. It is the very person of Christ who is the 
concrete source and locale of the divine blessings and promises of 
God to man. It is on him we gaze, it is him whom we approach, it is 
to him we reach out, and it is him whom we receive in order to 
receive the saving blessings promised in divine revelation. The 
person of Christ is the bearer of every heavenly blessing which God 
intends to bestow on man. As St Paul writes, in Christ is every 
heavenly blessing. For this reason our Lord says, Come to me. 
Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give 
you rest. As he announces to the crowds in our Gospel today, and so 
to all of us, “7 am the living bread that came down from heaven. If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever.” Further, this Bread 
from heaven is sacrificed for us. “This bread is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world.'’’’ 

Our Lord’s words in this passage make the grand promises of 
God very, very specific. He, Jesus Christ, is my heavenly Bread who 
has been sacrificed for me. If he is my Bread from heaven, if he is 
my heavenly Food which is given to me so that I might live for ever, 
how am I to partake of him? Yes, of course I partake of him and 
enter into union with him by hearing his word and putting it into 
practice. As he said on one occasion, here are my mother and my 
brothers. Whoever does the will of God is my mother and my sister 
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and my brother. He who loves me will keep my commandments, he 
said elsewhere. At the Last Supper he told his disciples that if 
anyone loves me he will keep my word and that I and the Father will 
come to him and make our home with him. But our Lord means 
something far more extraordinary than this, because he says that his 
flesh is the Bread from heaven and all who eat of this Bread will live 
forever. The people clearly understand for they immediately 
respond, “ How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’’' On this 
occasion our Lord does not address their question of how he will give 
his flesh to be eaten. He simply announces with emphasis that it is 
so. It is not a metaphor. It is no mere symbol, for “my flesh is real 
food and my blood is real drink.” The Greek is “ alethes ” (true, real 
food). Christ is emphatic, “/ tell you the truth (Amen), unless you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and 
/ will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my 
blood is real drink ” (John 6:51-58). Whoever heard of such a thing? 
No prophet or founder of any religion in the history of the world laid 
out before everyone such an amazing means of attaining divine life. 
We must eat the flesh of Jesus Christ and drink his blood to share in 
his divine life. “ Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains 
in me, and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I live 


- 1543 - 



because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because 
of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven 

It was at the Last Supper that our Lord showed how he would 
do this. He would give himself to us sacramentally under the 
appearances of bread and wine. It is in the holy Eucharist that we eat 
his flesh and drink his blood. The Eucharist is the living Jesus, and 
for this reason it is the summit and the source of all Christian life. 
Being Christ himself, it contains the whole spiritual good of the 
Church and of each of her members. Our sharing in the divine life 
and the unity of the Church are expressed and brought about by the 
Eucharist. Through it we are united with those in heaven and we 
have a foretaste of what awaits us there. So, let us love the Eucharist 
with all our heart. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1324- 
1327 (The Eucharist) 
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Monday of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 

shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 24:15-24; (Psalm) Deuteronomy 32; 

Matthew 19:16-22 

Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, Teacher, what good 
thing must I do to gain eternal life? Why do you ask me about what is 
good? Jesus replied. There is only One who is good. If you want to 
enter life, obey the commandments. Which ones? the man enquired. 
Jesus replied, ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, 
do not give false testimony, honour your father and mother, ’ and 
‘love your neighbour as yourself. ’ All these I have kept, the young 
man said. What do I still lack? Jesus answered, If you want to be 
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perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me. When the young 
man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
(Matthew 19:16-22) 

Christ and moral perfection I think we could say it was 
especially during the Mediaeval period that Christendom was 
established. The Catholic faith constituted the soul of European 
culture and in a sense created Europe. While Constantine decreed 
the Christian religion to be the official religion of the Roman Empire, 
the old paganism still contended for its place in ordinary life but 
without official sanction. With the crash of the Empire under the 
weight of barbarian invasions, the Church began the gradual work of 
converting the conquering populations. The ascendancy of 
Charlemagne marked a milestone in this process and Europe 
gradually became Catholic, witnessing the spectacle in the eleventh 
century of a Successor of St Peter (Pope St Gregory VII) 
excommunicating the Holy Roman Emperor (Henry IV) and 
divesting him of his civil authority till he repented. The point is that 
the Christian faith had become the warp and woof of the European 
outlook and culture. Morality was essentially religious in the sense 
that it would never have been questioned that to be good one must be 
a good Christian. The God of revelation was perceived as the 
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foundation of human morality. As the centuries advanced this 
foundation of morality gradually dismantled. By the eighteenth 
century it was commonly insisted that reason — deemed to be the 
measuring yardstick of reality — supported no more than belief in a 
Creator. Therefore the foundation of morality was not revealed 
religion but natural religion. The good man was religious but not 
necessarily a believer. This process of erosion continued, and in our 
secular day religion is divorced from morality. It is taken as evident 
that one can be morally good without being religious. Indeed, there 
is a strong suspicion that being religious lessens one’s moral 
goodness, for religion is accused of being the seed-bed of 
intolerance, imprudence and other moral defects. The balanced and 
objective man is the agnostic. We have come a long way and I 
suspect that we must now start by plumbing the sense of moral 
obligation — which agnostic and secular man allows for. Most 
allow that man senses that he must be good. What exactly is 
perceived here? Perhaps man dimly perceives a personal Obliger 
behind the moral obligation. If this is so, he can begin by admitting 
that in its nature his conscience is religious, and that it can perceive a 
religious foundation in the requirement to be good. 

Well now, what does our Gospel today suggest about this? Our 
scene begins with a man coming to Jesus with a simple question: 
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“What good thing must I do to gain eternal life?” Morality — i.e., 
being good — is profoundly linked to religion. The judgment of God 
pivots on my being good, and my being good pivots on my action, 
however it be that I act. I act in various ways. I act interiorly in my 
conscious and consented thoughts, in my conscious and intended 
desires, in my intentions, in my words and in my deeds. In all these 
deliberate acts I am choosing what is good or what is not good, and 
in that moral choice I am forging my moral character. I am 
becoming more or less of a man depending on my choices for or 
against what is good. Religion is the context of my choice in that I 
know that my future happiness depends on the judgment of God, and 
it is in view of God and what pleases him that I strive to be good. 
Behind the man’s question to Jesus was the conviction that morality 
is intimately connected with religion and indeed is founded on it. He 
would not have come to Jesus asking how to be good were it not for 
the fact that God’s judgment required of him that he be good. The 
polestar of his conscience was God and his will. Christ in his answer 
confirms this: “//' you want to enter life, obey the commandments. 
Which ones? the man enquired. Jesus replied, ‘Do not murder, do 
not commit adultery, do not steed, do not give false testimony, honour 
your father and mother, ’ and ‘love your neighbour as yourself’.’’'’ 
Christ would have regarded as an absurdity any talk of being good 
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while deliberately setting God aside. But there is a further and most 
revealing point in Christ’s words in this passage. The young man 
replies that he has been good according to this criteria since his 
youth. What more did he lack? For a lack he obviously felt. Christ 
then tells him how to be perfect , which includes being perfectly 
good. “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me ” (Matthew 19:16-22). 

That is to say, the perfection of moral goodness is to be found 
in following Jesus Christ. The Christian revelation is the ground of 
the perfection of morality. Not only is God the true source of 
morality, but Christ is the source of moral perfection. The 
conscience of man is to be understood ultimately as pointing to 
Christ. In his great response to Gladstone in 1875, John Henry 
Newman described the conscience as “the aboriginal vicar of Christ” 
(Letter to the Duke of Norfolk). Our conscience is implanted in us by 
God to call us to be good and to do good. That call finds its most 
authentic note in the call of Christ: If you wish to be perfect, come, 
follow me. The source of moral perfection is union with Christ and 
the path to it consists in the loving following of him. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 28:1-10; (Psalm) Deuteronomy 32; 

Matthew 19:23-30 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again l tell you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God. When the disciples heard this, 
they were greatly astonished and asked, Who then can be saved? 
Jesus looked at them and said, With man this is impossible, but with 
God cdl things are possible. Peter answered him, We have left 
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everything to follow you! What then will there be for us? Jesus said 
to them, I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son 
of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times 
as much and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be 
last, and many who are last will be first. (Matthew 19:23-30) 

On material wealth There are many genres in literature and 
language. There is poetry, drama, straightforward discourse, the 
story in prose, and so on. Within each of these genres there is variety 
of expression. For instance a person in ordinary conversation could 
say, Please leave immediately! Or he could say, Get lost! In the 
latter expression he does not mean what he says literally. It is an 
expression — stronger in form than the former, but one that employs 
analogy. The analogy is that between being out of sight and being 
actually lost (and so, out of sight). The expression, Get lost! in this 
context does not convey the notion of actually getting lost. Rather it 
makes it emphatically clear to the person that he must leave 
immediately. We see our Lord also using stark analogies to give 
emphasis to his meaning. For instance, he says that if your eye 
should lead you to sin, pluck it out. He means that under no 
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circumstances are you to allow your gaze to lead you to sin. 
Ordinary common sense (i.e., reason) and the Church’s Tradition 
indicate that the Scriptural text is not always to be interpreted 
literally, and in any case it would contradict the sense of other parts 
of Scripture. In our Gospel today (Matthew 19:23-30) our Lord says 
that “ it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.'’’ Our Lord is using an 
analogy, or at least a comparison, to drive home the special danger 
and difficulty that the possession of wealth brings in respect to 
attaining all that God plans for us. A full entry into the Kingdom 
means, concretely, entry into a personal relationship with Jesus and a 
genuine following of him in discipleship. It means union with him 
and sharing in his divine life with all that this entails. It means 
subjecting oneself to the lordship of God by being the friend and 
disciple of Jesus Christ. It means accepting Jesus Christ as the Lord 
of one’s life. This is the path to that perfection to which we naturally 
aspire and which God intends. This wholehearted love for Jesus is a 
demanding goal, but the possession of an abundance of material 
goods makes it much more difficult. This is because our heart can so 
easily be attached to those goods, making its full attachment to God 
difficult or even impossible. 
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The context of our Lord’s teaching on material possessions is 
the encounter he had with the very good rich young man (Matthew 
19:16-22). The young man wanted to do all he could to attain life 
everlasting. He wanted entry into the Kingdom of Heaven and he 
asked our Lord what he must do. “If you wish to enter into life, keep 
the commandments our Lord replied, and he proceeded to remind 
him what those commandments were. The young man responded by 
saying he had indeed kept these commandments — what more need 
he do? He aspired to perfection, a perfection in the fulfilment of 
God’s will, a full and perfect entry into the Kingdom of God. At this 
our Lord immediately revealed the way ahead. Get rid of your 
abundant possessions — sell them and give them to the poor — and 
“ afterwards, come back and follow me .” So there was the way for the 
young man to attain the perfection he yearned for, but what 
happened? At this he turned away and left our Lord, sad in his soul. 
There is no hint at all that he lost his soul, but there is every 
suggestion that he never attained the perfection that our Lord held 
out to him. The reason was that he had many possessions, implying 
that his heart cleaved to them and as a result was never given totally 
to God. It was very difficult indeed for him to enter fully and 
perfectly into the Kingdom of God, and in the event it proved 
impossible. Behind his question to our Lord, what more need I do? 
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was his sense that his heart had a long way to go before it was given 
perfectly to God and his holy will. Christ’s invitation and his 
response revealed the reason for this: it was his attachment to 
material goods, an attachment nourished by his possession of so 
many of them. He was like a camel trying to get through the eye of a 
needle. His bulk was too great because of the attachments of his 
heart. He lacked poverty of spirit and the threat to this was the 
possession of an abundance of goods. What we must do in respect to 
all our possessions, be they many or few, is be poor in spirit and use 
them for the greater glory of God. 

There have been saints who have abandoned all their goods for 
love of Christ. There have been other saints not called to this 
concrete step. For instance, St Thomas More owned an impressive 
home at Chelsea in London and even something of a zoo. But in all 
this he increasingly lived in and for God, and his heart grew in 
detachment from anything which was an obstacle to his doing and 
accepting the will of God. Our goal in life is the total love of God in 
Christ and this will involve fighting against all that might draw our 
hearts away from him to created things. As our Lord says in today’s 
Gospel, this will bring a hundred times as much in this life and 
eternal life in the next. 
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Wednesday of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 

shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 34:1-11; Psalm 22; Matthew 20:1-16 

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. Fie agreed 
to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 
About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the 
market-place doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in 
my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right. ’ So they went. He 
went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the 
same thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still 
others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been 
standing here all day long doing nothing?’ ‘Because no-one has 
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hired us, ’ they answered. He said to them, ‘You also go and work in 
my vineyard. ’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning 
with the last ones hired and going on to the first. ’ The workers who 
were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a 
denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to 
receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When 
they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 
‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour, ’ they said, 
‘and you have made them equcd to us who have borne the burden of 
the work and the heat of the day. ’ But he answered one of them, 
‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was 
hired last the same as I gave you. Don 7 / have the right to do what l 
want with my own money? Or are you envious because 1 am 
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last. 
(Matthew 20:1-16) 

Come to my vineyard! Consider: a young person who does 
not seem to have any purpose in life. Consider another who tries 
this, and then tries that, and now seems to be drifting. A third who 
cannot seem to settle. There are various people about whom all it 
could be said is that their life has stalled. They are people who for 
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one reason or another are, we can only say, idle. Some people, 
through sheer sloth, are characteristically idle. On the other hand 
there are many who do not wish to be idle, but they have experienced 
no “call”, we might say, that arouses them to action. Nothing has yet 
struck a chord in them that gives a melody and genuine interest to the 
life they are facing. Whatever they do leaves them unengaged. We 
might say that they are among those portrayed in the various stages 
of our Lord’s parable today (Matthew 20:1-16): at the third hour, and 
at the sixth hour, and at the ninth hour and even at the eleventh hour, 
the master of the vineyard went and found people idle. No one has 
hired us, they said in explanation — which we might interpret as 
meaning that nothing in life had yet engaged their hearts. The great 
psychiatrist and author, Victor Frankl, noticing that some survived 
the horrors of a concentration camp while others were utterly ruined 
by it, concluded that the pivotal element was the possession of a 
sense of meaning. Those who survived well had made sense of life 
and, whatever life brought, they had something to live for. Their 
hearts were not empty and idle. At the core of their life they were 
engaged. Jesus Christ, living and glorious, is ever trying to engage 
the heart of every man and woman. Before he ascended into heaven 
he charged his disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them and teaching them all he had 
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commanded them. He would be with them in this grand endeavour. 
He, unseen but present and working in his body the Church, would 
be going from dawn to dark through the ages of history inviting all 
who were standing idle in life. His invitation would be that they 
work in his vineyard — that they be disciples in their turn, working 
for the Master. 

There are many who, though busy about their lives and with a 
sense of meaning, are busy with what is ultimately of little worth. 
Victor Frankl’s observation could be regarded as simplistic if it is 
taken to mean that all that matters is having a sense of meaning — 
whatever that meaning may be. It is true that having a “sense of 
meaning” will engage the heart and enable a person to withstand 
upsets and tragedies. At least it could do this. But even more 
importantly, there remains the question of the objective truth of the 
meaning a person sees in things. Has a person gained not merely 
some meaning to life, something to live for, something that brings 
him happiness, but the true meaning of things? There are many who 
are passionately committed to what they perceive as the meaning of 
things. From their point of view their life has a tremendous meaning. 
It enables them to withstand as much suffering as very many 
missionaries who are passionate and on fire with love for God. But 
the meaning they see in life and reality is a phantom, profoundly 
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erroneous, and in proportion to their commitment to it there flows 
not good but harm. Their life is not idle, but it might just as well 
have been for the good they do. Indeed they do far less good and far 
more harm than they would have, had they been entirely idle due to a 
lack of a sense of meaning. They are committed to making money or 
achieving social status or gaining personal power. That is the 
meaning of their lives. Perhaps they are now passionately committed 
to a certain religious belief that draws them into despising others and 
even into causing harm and terror. It is not enough to have a sense of 
meaning in life, nor simply to have something to live for. It is not 
enough to be busy in life. It is not enough to have a philosophy or a 
religion. Man must attain the objective truth and find his meaning in 
that. Nor, even, is it sufficient that he be “convinced” he has the 
truth — no, he must make it his business actually to attain it. He 
must make sure he is not — however sincerely — in error about it. 
Truth is not relative to me — it is objective. The terrorist is sure he 
has the truth, but he is profoundly in error. To all, to those with little 
meaning in life and to those whose lives are full of “meaning,” Christ 
extends his call — come to me, to my vineyard! 

Christ calls each person, whether idle or caught up in 
ephemeral interests, to come and follow him with love into the 
vineyard of his service. He comes to issue his invitation at various 
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hours, to various people, at various stages — be it at the third, sixth, 
ninth, or the eleventh hour. He is the ultimate Truth, and all that is 
objectively true finds its ultimate foundation in him. To attain the 
knowledge and the love of Christ is to have reached the foundation 
and the end. The Ultimate in life, the Absolute in the world, the 
Meaning of things, is an historical person. That person is Jesus 
Christ, alive, risen and glorious. He who sees me sees the Father! 
Let us hear that call ourselves, and bring that call to others. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 

shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 36:23-28; Psalm 50; Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 
He sent his serx’ants to those who had been invited to the banquet to 
tell them to come, but they refused to come. Then he sent some more 
servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have 
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet. ’ But they paid no attention and went off— one to his field, 
another to his business. The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them 
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and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and 
destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his 
serx’ants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not 
deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 
anyone you find. ’ So the servants went out into the streets and 
gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to 
see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. Friend, ’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding 
clothes? ’ The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, 
‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’ For many are 
invited, but few are chosen. (Matthew 22:1-14) 

God’s calls A student determines to make good progress at 
school because he has ambitions. He has set his heart on this or that 
career and he is determined “to make it.” So he applies himself and 
succeeds, gaining a good place at the university of his choice. He 
goes on from there to a profession and enters business or some other 
career path. He marries, has a few children, and has plans and hopes 
for them. At the end of his life’s run, he has been quite successful. 
Now, what has been the essential dynamic of his life? In his case it 
has been the pursuit of some chosen goals. His life has been 
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something he himself has built up and defined. Other calls he has set 
aside as not being commensurate with what he himself has preferred 
and chosen. His life has been, as we might put it colloquially, “his 
thing,” and he has got there. Of course, there are many others who 
also have chosen their paths but have not got there. Still, in their 
case too the fundamental pattern has been the pursuit of personcdly 
chosen goals that have appeared desirable. But there is another kind 
of life with a different dynamic. This is the life of a person who 
could even be a friend of the first I have just been describing. In his 
case, life has been not so much the pursuit of attractive and chosen 
goals, as the response to calls. He does not contemplate and then 
select his own future, rather he sees it opening up before him as an 
invitation. In one form or another, it is the sense of being called 
which is fundamental. It is a matter of a vocation. He feels a vague 
invitation to serve others generously — perhaps in a specific 
profession or business or whatever. But the essential thing is that his 
life unfolds as a response to a higher invitation, a ccdling. He seems 
to be drawn forward from without, rather than determining his life 
from within. His disposition is open and responsive to invitations, 
summonses, appeals, invitations — in a word, to calls. 
Fundamentally his life is a vocation rather than just a career, even 
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though like his career-minded friend he too is a doctor, an engineer, 
politician, businessman, teacher or whatever. 

In our Gospel today, our Lord describes in parable form what is 
going on in life from God’s point of view. God is continually 
extending calls. Life is shown by our Lord’s parable to consist of a 
call, a vocation, an invitation, a summons. It is not just a personally 
chosen career. We read that ‘"'The kingdom of heaven is like a king 
who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his serx’ants to 
those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but 
they refused to come.” God has a glorious prospect in mind for us, 
but what will bring this to nought is our imperviousness to his 
invitations. Our own chosen goals, our own preferred career, in a 
word our own “thing,” will bring God’s plan down in our regard. 
Notice the reaction of those in the parable to whom the invitation 
was extended. They refused to come. A further invitation was sent. 
‘'But they paid no attention and went off— one to his field, another to 
his business. The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed 
them ” (Matthew 22:1-14). They had their own agendas in life. 
There was a fundamental resistance to invitations. In the first book 
of Samuel (chapter 3) we read that the boy “ Samuel was sleeping in 
the temple of the Lord where the ark of God was. The Lord called to 
Samuel, who answered. “Here I am” Not understanding what had 
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really happened, Samuel “ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, you called 
me. ’ 7 did not call you, ’ Eli said." Once again God called Samuel, 
and Samuel immediately responded. It was soon understood that 
God was calling Samuel. We read that “ Samuel grew up, and the 
Lord was with him, not permitting any word of his to be without 
effect .” Samuel’s life was the living out of a vocation, and he was 
open to the calls of the Lord and he obeyed them. Our Lord’s 
parable in the Gospel of today makes it clear that the life of each one 
of us is a call, an invitation, a vocation. We must not allow it to 
become a mere career. It is a call to holiness of life and a share in 
the mission of Jesus Christ, lived out in the ordinary duties which the 
providence of God gives us to do. 

Let us think of the wedding banquet to which God has invited 
each of us, the wedding banquet of heaven which shall last forever. 
Our attaining that prize depends on our hearing the call of God in life 
and living according to it. He wants us all there, but we must be 
found wearing the wedding garments. Let us not be found 
speechless at the end, and cast outside. The true career, the greatest 
adventure, is to hear the call of God and respond to it with 
generosity. 
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Friday of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 

shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 106; Matthew 22:34-40 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees 
got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? 
Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. ’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments. (Matthew 22:34-40) 
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A religion of love It is always difficult to pinpoint the spirit 
of a particular religion, and then to compare it with other religions. 
Whatever is suggested will be contested. However, let us attempt to 
bring out the spirit of the Christian religion and let us begin with a 
comparison. What can we say of the spirit of, say, Islam? Clearly, it 
claims to have submission as its distinctive note. There is no god but 
Allah, and true religion involves submission to his absolute authority. 
Allah possesses all power and all of life and worship is to be devoted 
to him alone. Submission and surrender to Allah, the all-high and 
only God, is the chord which the religion of Mahomet especially 
strikes. Now, of course, both Judaism and Christianity would hardly 
disagree with the requirement of submission and surrender, as baldly 
stated. Differences emerge in the detail and in the particular 
emphasis — quite apart from the obvious differences in sheer 
doctrine about God. Islam stresses the absolute sovereignty of God 
and man’s profound submission to him. Now, it would seem to 
many observers that, despite the assertions of Islam, Allah is 
different from Yahweh (the God of Judaeo-Christian revelation) in 
that Allah appears — in a sense — to be “higher” than Yahweh. 
What do I mean by “higher”? I mean simply that Yahweh is closer 
to his chosen people. That is, he is less distant. He, the transcendent 
Yahweh, dwells with them. Allah, the transcendent One, does not. 
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Allah is the supreme and merciful Power. Yahweh is the 
Bridegroom and Father of his people. I observe these differences in 
emphasis merely as an introduction to the teaching of our Lord in 
today’s Gospel. What is his stress, and the stress he gives to the 
teaching of revelation contained in the Old Testament? Of course, in 
his teaching Christ insists on submission to God and this submission 
is shown in obedience to his commands. Man must submit to God’s 
will. But in the question of God’s commands, in our Gospel today 
our Lord sums up the entire teaching of the Law and the Prophets as 
being a command to love. We submit to God, of course, but by a life 
of love, and we show our love by submitting to his commands. The 
Christian religion interprets and builds on the religion of the Old 
Testament. As our Lord shows, its distinctive note is love. 

I suspect that the absolute emphasis on love as the supreme 
note of religion is distinctive to Christianity. It is seen to be revealed 
more and more within the Old Testament, especially in the prophets, 
but it finds its full revelation in the person of Jesus Christ. In him we 
have the spectacle of a religion focussed on one Man as its object of 
love and worship. The Christian is called to love Jesus as he does the 
one and only God. Jesus occupies the place in the life of the 
Christian that Allah does in the life of the Muslim. This is because 
Jesus is God. He is Yahweh-God become man — not the Father, nor 
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the Holy Spirit, but the Son, each of whom is the one and only 
Yahweh-God. But notice this. While Islam insists on absolute 
submission before the almighty and merciful Power, Jesus Christ 
invites his disciples — and all are called to be his disciples — to be 
his personal friends. The Christian is called to an intimate friendship 
with the person of Jesus, a life of love, the love between friends. 
Jesus is almighty God, but in him God has deigned to lower himself 
to the level of man by becoming man. As man, God calls us to his 
friendship. We are called to an intimacy with God which is hardly 
characteristic of the religions of the world. It is a strong and 
increasing feature of the religion of the Old Testament, inasmuch as 
the one God dwells with his chosen people in all fidelity as not 
merely their Lord but as their Husband. It is this religion of love 
which our Lord highlights and defines in his response to the question 
put to him in today’s Gospel (Matthew 22:34-40). However, it is in 
him, in Jesus Christ, that this revelation comes into full and dominant 
view. 1 have not called you servants, Christ said to his disciples. He 
did not come to call them merely to that life of profound submission 
characteristic of a servant. He called them to be his friends. I have 
called you friends, he said. They were to be his friends and 
collaborators in his mission of redemption to the world. The 
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command of the Old Testament to love God with all our heart and 
our neighbour as ourself is revealed as having its focus in him. 

A magnificent revelation is presented to man in the person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ. How could it possibly come from merely 
human insight or reasoning? God has revealed himself as being love, 
and this love shows itself in unlimited power and mercy. At the 
heart of all that is, there is Love. Love is the ultimate fact. It is not 
any kind of love, but the love that has been revealed in the Old 
Testament, and fully and definitively revealed in Jesus Christ. He 
asks us to love him, and in him the Father and the Spirit, with all our 
hearts, and one another as he has loved us. Let us, with the grace of 
God, take up our calling and run with it to the end. 

-- 


- 1571 - 





Saturday of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 

shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth 
of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we 
may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 43:1-7; Psalm 84; Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ seat. So you must 
obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they 
do, for they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy 
loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to lift a finger to move them. Everything they do is done for 
men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 
their garments long; they love the place of honour at banquets and 
the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted 


- 1572 - 



in the market-places and to have men call them 'Rabbi ’. But you are 
not to be called ‘Rabbi ’, for you have only one Master and you are 
all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth father’, for you have 
one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called ‘teacher ’, 
for you have one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you will 
be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (Matthew 23: 1-12) 

Exaltation There is a tension between man’s moral practice 
and his moral sense that we are all aware of. For instance, in his 
practice man strongly tends towards self-exaltation. As we think of 
the rise and fall of dominions in history, or the pattern of wars and 
various conflicts in human society, or the clash of personalities in 
various contexts be they the family circle, the workplace, or 
wherever, self-exaltation is obviously a prominent and ever-recurring 
factor. In the thought of Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900), the will to 
power has a central place in the universe, and in particular in 
humankind. Schopenhauer (1788-1860) had regarded the entire 
universe and everything in it as driven by a primordial will to live. 
Nietzsche, however, challenged Schopenhauer’s thesis and urged that 
people and animals really want not so much life as power. Life is for 
the promotion of one’s power, and people and animals risk their lives 
for the sake of gaining power. Nietzsche looked to the Greek heroes 
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and masters who wanted power and glory, and in his writings he 
mentions the frequent Greek theme of agon or contest. Strangely, 
Nietzsche’s unfortunate writings have been influential in postmodern 
thought, and one result of his emphasis on the will to power is that 
this drive to gain power, so obvious in fallen man, has been given a 
certain moral legitimacy. There is no doubt that the “will to power” 
accounts for much of man’s moral practice, but it scarcely needs the 
backing of a Nietzsche to perceive this. Man seeks power in order to 
be greater and higher. He wants to be the ‘top dog,’ as it is often 
expressed. That having been said, man’s moral sense has no 
difficulty in seeing that this desire for self-exaltation, so recurrent 
and influential in his life, is morally illegitimate. Self-exaltation 
ought not be the driving factor in his life and in the life of society. 
He can see this and, if it is exposed in his life, it shames him and 
causes remorse. It is an instance of what St Paul says in the Letter to 
the Romans, that “7 do not do what l want to do but what I hate ” 
(7:15). 

Man’s natural conscience is capable of seeing that self¬ 
exaltation as the motive of action is morally wrong. Whatever be the 
religion or the philosophy of a prudent and moral person, he will not 
approve of actions that are driven by self-exaltation. We could say 
that this is the voice of nature and mankind — and being the voice of 
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nature and mankind, it is the voice of the Author of nature and 
mankind, God. It is also the voice of God as it is revealed in his 
historical revelation, and more specifically in the person of Jesus 
Christ his divine Son. In fact, God’s revelation reveals that at the 
heart of the universe and of being, there is a law of self-abnegation. 
The tendency towards self-exaltation is a sign of a great decay and 
deterioration. The truly life-filled law is that of self-abasement. St 
Paul writes that the Son of God possessed the very glory of God, but 
he did not cling to this, instead he emptied himself of it and became 
as men are, and indeed humbler still even to death on a cross. God’s 
path was one not of self-exaltation but of self-abasement. True glory 
consists in, and is attained by, the denial of self out of love for the 
Other, God. In the life and death and teaching of Jesus Christ there 
is revealed the life and nature of God. God is humble, not proud. 
Come to me, our Lord says, and learn from me, for l am meek and 
humble of heart. He is the image of the unseen God, and he said to 
his disciples that he who sees me sees the Father. He, meek and 
humble as he is, is the only way to the Father. In our Gospel today 
our Lord makes all this very explicit. “The greatest among you will 
be your serx’ant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted ” (Matthew 23:1-12). Jesus 
Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and he teaches and shows 
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humility and lowliness, not self-exaltation. He teaches humble 
service, not the desire to be served. So then, we must learn as 
quickly as possible that the way of Christ, cutting right across the 
path naturally taken (but not approved of) by man, is to be the daily 
path of life. We are to follow in his footsteps the way of self- 
abnegation, not the way of self-exaltation. 

Let us recognize the natural tendency of our practice. It is 
towards exalting ourselves. Let us also recognize that this is wrong. 
Let us look to Christ and to his teaching, which holds up the path of 
humility before God and others, exalting God and others in God. 
Our Lord humbled himself even to death on a cross, and for this God 
raised him high, above all other names. He teaches the path to true 
glory, that glory that is found in him. 

-- 
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Twenty first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24: l-2a, 15-17, 18b; Psalm 34:2-3, 16-21; 

Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32; John 6:60-69 

On hearing Jesus’s teaching, many of his disciples said, This is 
a hard teaching. Who can accept it? Aware that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, Does this offend you? What 
if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit 
gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to 
you are spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not 
believe. For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did 
not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, This is 
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why 1 told you that no-one can come to me unless the Father has 
enabled him. From this time many of his disciples turned back and 
no longer followed him. You do not want to leave too, do you? Jesus 
asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that 
you are the Holy One of God. (John 6:60-69) 

Sinning against faith One of the features of the modern 
mind that has often been commented on is its estimation of the 
importance of sin. Sin — an offence against God whom we do not 
see — is typically regarded as of little importance. Wrongdoing — 
an offence against others in society whom we do see — is regarded 
as very important. Sin is seen as a religious and therefore private 
matter, wrongdoing as a social matter. This difference is especially 
evident in the attitude to secret sins. Inasmuch as God is not seen 
and the divine sanctions for sin generally take effect in the future, the 
seriousness of secret sins can easily be ignored. Thus it is that sin 
can so easily be considered as of little importance. But if only its 
parallel with wrongdoing could be borne in mind! Crimes are, of 
course, generally committed in secret and the perpetrator, acting in 
secret, takes their seriousness lightly. But when they come to light 
and the perpetrator is apprehended and brought to justice, the full 
horror of the wrongdoing — say, drug dealing — may then become 
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evident to him. It could mean the best part of a lifetime in gaol or 
even in some countries capital punishment with all the sorrow this 
entails. A life is mined and protracted misery is brought to the 
family of the wrongdoer. The sanctions bring home the seriousness 
of the act of wrongdoing. Of course, all genuine wrongdoing is 
sinful — meaning by this that true offences against people and 
society are also offences against God. But even if it is forgotten that 
wrongdoing is sinful, the thought of the sanctions which wrongdoing 
attracts from society when brought to light ought remind a person of 
the sanctions that sin will most certainly attract from God. Small 
offences against society bring sanctions, so will small offences 
against God bring their sanctions. The thought of these divine 
sanctions helps man to preserve a sense of the seriousness of all sin. 
Man must preserve in his heart a detestation for sin, including all 
venial sin. The essential thing is to determine never to offend God. 
Let this consideration serve as an introduction to the sin our Lord 
refers to in today’s Gospel, sinning against faith. 

Our Lord alludes to one fundamental offence against God in 
our Gospel today which in our secular and agnostic culture can very 
easily be dismissed as not of great importance. It is in relation to our 
acceptance in faith of whatever God has revealed. Our Gospel 
passage describes the response of the people to our Lord’s 
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declaration of the doctrine of the Eucharist. He had stated publicly in 
the synagogue of Capernaum that his flesh was to be eaten and his 
blood drunk if one were to share in eternal life. It was the test of 
faith par excellence and our Lord laid it down. He was looking for 
true disciples who would accept his word. He did not explain how 
his flesh would be made available and then eaten. This would be 
revealed at the Last Supper. At this point he simply revealed that his 
flesh would be given as real food and his blood as real drink. Union 
with him would come from eating his flesh and drinking his blood. 
We read that “ this time many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer followed him” What our Lord had taught was too much, they 
decided, and so they abandoned him, going back to their homes and 
refusing to follow him further. Our Lord turned to the Twelve and 
asked if they too intended to leave, and Peter gave his magnificent 
response: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of Gocl.” But 
immediately following our passage today our Lord obliquely reveals 
the terrible character of rejecting his teaching. “ Have I not chosen 
you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” he says. St John adds by 
way of explanation, “ He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, 
who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him ” (John 6: 
60-69). Judas, who had been chosen by Christ himself, had, it seems, 
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secretly in his heart rejected Christ’s teaching and with it Christ 
himself. He was on the path of secret and unrepented sin, and its 
sanctions are implied in our Lord’s description of him as a devil. Let 
us be reminded of the imperative of our Christian faith and of the sin 
that is involved in allowing it to weaken, let alone knowingly to 
reject it. 

The Church professes the one faith that was received from the 
one Lord and that was passed on by the one Apostolic Tradition. She 
confesses one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and points to one 
way of salvation in Jesus Christ our Redeemer. We believe all that is 
contained in the Word of God, handed down or written, and which is 
taught by the Church as divinely revealed. Let us embrace this faith, 
live by it in every way we can, and never sin against God by 
allowing it to fade in our hearts, let alone be abandoned by us in any 
of its precious and saving aspects. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.172-175 
(One Faith) 
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Monday of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5.11-12; Psalm 95; 

Matthew 23:13-22 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the Kingdom of 
heaven before men. You do not enter yourselves, nor do you allow 
entrance to those trying to enter. “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites. You traverse sea and land to make one 
convert, and when that happens you make him a child of Gehenna 
twice as much as yourselves. “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If 
one swears by the temple, it means nothing, but if one swears by the 
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gold of the temple, one is obligated. ’ Blind fools, which is greater, 
the gold, or the temple that made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If 
one swears by the altar, it means nothing, but if one swears by the 
gift on the altar, one is obligated. ’ You blind ones, which is greater, 
the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? One who swears by 
the altar swears by it and cdl that is upon it; one who swears by the 
temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it; one who swears by 
heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who is seated on it. ” 
(Matthew 23:13-22) 

Personal Influence One of the striking things about 

various species of animals is the bond that they can develop with 
man. I remember reading of how a family had been picnicking near 
a river and for just a few moments the parents left their infant, for all 
seemed safe. Suddenly out from the river came a crocodile making 
straight for the infant. The child would have been taken had not the 
family dog lunged savagely at the crocodile, distracting it, drawing it 
to turn to its combat with the dog, and taking the dog instead. The 
dog had a powerful bond with the family, lost its life because of it — 
and that bond saved the child’s life. There is a deep bonding 
throughout the universe, with one thing related to the other at this or 
that level. It is all a reflection, an imprint, from the creative hand of 
the God who is an ineffably bonded trinity of Persons. But now, this 
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instinctive social bond we see, of course, in human nature. We are 
profoundly dependent on others, and we need their good will, their 
good opinion, their respect. If we do not receive it, we are 
profoundly pained. Not only does this human respect constitute an 
important factor in what we do, for we are very reluctant to do 
anything which might lead to the loss of it, but it means that what we 
do has an effect on others. We cannot avoid the fact of mutual 
influence in human life. Whichever way we choose to go, we shall 
influence someone to follow along that direction. This bonding and 
consequent influence is a law of human living, and the entire 
phenomenon has to be carefully considered by everyone. I 
remember at the start of my priestly formation, we were warned time 
and again against the danger of “human respect,” which is to say, the 
effect of one’s natural desire for the good opinion of others — 
especially others who cared little for God and his law. Conversely, 
though, it means that each person must have a careful eye to the 
influence that he may be having on others simply by virtue of 
example. What we do is seen, and being seen, we can influence. 
What we say is heard, and being heard, we can influence. What we 
are, inevitably has an effect on the direction of the world of our own 
little sphere of life, and that will amount to an influence. 
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In our Gospel today our Lord condemns the Pharisees for the 
direction that their influence gave to the lives of others. Some others 
were being lost because of the influence of some Pharisees. “ Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You traverse sea and 
land to make one convert, and when that happens you make him a 
child of Gehenna twice as much as yourselves. “Woe to you, blind 
guides...” (Matthew 23:13-22). Too few of us consider the direction 
of our influence on others, which is to say, the direction others will 
take as a result of the influence we might be exerting on them. We 
may think that our influence is meagre, but we do not know, and in 
any case even a meagre influence can count for good or for bad. An 
adult draws a young person into some evil deed with him. Long 
after, the memory of that evil deed remains in him, though now 
grown up. A time comes and he is spiritually weak and drifting. The 
evil deed is still remembered, and he succumbs to the influence of its 
memory. In fact he draws others into it, just as he was drawn into it, 
and the cycle of evil goes on and is multiplied. We must have an eye 
to example. Moreover, we ought not underestimate the influence of 
good example. An example from history — it occurred during the 
Second World War, in an infamous concentration camp. There was 
an escape of many prisoners, and the German officialdom 
determined on reprisals as a deterrent. Several were to be shot, and 
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one who was arbitrarily selected broke down in uncontrollable grief, 
shouting out that he was leaving a wife and children. But no, he had 
to go. Suddenly, from the ranks of the prisoners, one quietly stepped 
forward, and spoke to the selecting officer — he wished to take the 
man’s place. Who are you? the officer asked. Father Maximilian 
Kolbe, was the answer — and the offer was quietly accepted. That 
priest had a history of heroic dedication behind him, and years after 
his execution, was canonized a saint. But imagine the effect of his 
example on his fellow prisoners, and the effect of his example on the 
generations to come because of his canonization by the Church! His 
example will lead others to Heaven. 

Let us be very aware that as we are, so shall we act and speak. 
As we act and speak, so shall we influence. As we influence, the 
world will improve or decline. We are our brother’s keeper. We 
must be sure that at our judgment there is no-one who is eternally 
lost because of our bad example. Rather, let us do all we can to 
ensure that because of the direction we choose to take each day, 
others will live forever with God in heaven. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-3.14-17; Psalm 95; 

Matthew 23:23-26 

Jesus said, Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cummin. 
But you have neglected the more important matters of the law — 
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practised the latter, 
without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a 
gnat but swallow a camel. Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, 
but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! 
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First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside cdso 
will be clean. (Matthew 23:23-26) 

True religion In the modem day it is still a little unusual to 
hear a person say that he does not believe in God. People generally 
believe in God, even if their ideas of God are at times hazy or even 
totally distorted. Still, if we happen to hear a person calmly say he is 
not “a believer,” we are not shocked. Nor are we shocked if he tells 
us that he does not believe in Christ. My impression is that many 
parliamentarians of Christian countries are not convinced Christian 
believers, and the legislation that is allowed seems to confirm this. 
Many are secular-minded men and women, agnostic when it comes 
to religious belief. The shades of unbelief in modem society are 
varied, ranging from indifference to positive atheism. When we turn 
to those who do have a religion and in particular those who profess 
belief in Christianity, as with unbelief there is a great variety. There 
are those who are profoundly religious, and who dedicate their lives 
to God and to the person of Jesus Christ. There are also many non- 
Christians who are deeply religious. Again, there are also those who 
pray at times, but who do not engage in many public acts of religion 
such as regular Sunday worship. There are also those who, we might 
even say, perform all the ceremonies so as to keep on good terms 
with the powers above, but whose hearts are largely elsewhere. It 
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has perhaps been this category that has been the most common in the 
history of mankind’s various religions. The ceremonies are 
maintained, and the institutions of religion supported, in case the 
alliance between the gods and man breaks down. Religion is viewed 
as an indispensable precaution. The gods must be satisfied and 
placated. This is done through the observance of the ceremonies. 
This attitude can border on magic, with the world around — on 
which man depends every day — being understood as depending on 
man’s observance of the appointed rituals. All this is to say that the 
practice of religion ranges widely in quality and motivation. In our 
Gospel today (Matthew 23:23-26) our Lord indicts many teachers — 
even teachers! — of the religion revealed by God as having very 
mixed motives. They are hypocrites, he says, and they are blind. 

What does our Lord expect of us in religion? In the first place 
he expects a humble attention to the will of God. What has God 
revealed? What has he said to us? In his condemnation of the religion 
of at least many of the “ teachers of the law and the Pharisees ,” our 
Lord faults their neglect of the truly important obligations of God’s 
law. He does not condemn the practices themselves which they 
concentrated on, but he does disallow the importance being given 
them. The important things were “ justice, mercy and faithfulness.'’’’ 
He tells them that it is this which they ought be practising, “ without 
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neglecting the former” — namely, giving “a tenth of your spices — 
mint, dill and cumin.” He also implies that the principal reason for 
this neglect of the important obligations of the law of God and their 
concentration on trivialities was self-seeking. They wished to be 
regarded as religious and they sought this recognition by 
punctiliously observing practices that would be seen by others. So 
then, let us learn our lesson from the Teacher of mankind in all 
matters concerning God and our relationship with him. Be on guard 
against mixed motives in our practice of religion. Be on guard 
against missing the important things in our religion. We can easily 
be mistaken as to what God wants of us and rest satisfied in what is 
at best a very mediocre and ill-advised religious life. Especially 
important it is that we listen carefully to the voice of Christ himself, 
who is the Word of God become flesh among us. This means 
attention to his word in the Scriptures, and attention to his living 
word being proclaimed in the course of history by the Church, which 
is his body. We must make it our business to know well the word as 
it comes to us in the Scriptures and in the living Tradition of the 
Church of which Christ is the Head. When in a Papal Encyclical — 
to give but one example — the Church formally teaches in Christ’s 
name on the subject of integral human development in society and 
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among nations, do we make it our business to study this 
pronouncement carefully? 

My point is that we must endeavour to have a humble and 
enlightened knowledge of the will of God. We must strive to know 
the doctrine of Christ as the Scriptures and the Church teach it. If we 
do not make this effort, we shall surely go astray and become blind 
— and worse — even somewhat of a hypocrite. Let this mind be in 
you , St Paul writes, that was in Christ Jesus. Let us then put on the 
mind of Christ day by day and so live as to give honour and glory to 
God. 
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Wednesday of the twenty-first week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10.16-18; Psalm 127; 

Matthew 23:27-32 

Jesus said, Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on 
the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and 
everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to 
people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness. Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves 
of the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
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forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets. ’ So you testify against yourselves that you are 
the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, 
the measure of the sin of your forefathers! (Matthew 23:27-32) 

Sin One of the most influential of British philosophers — 
although the influence of his philosophical writings only began to tell 
some decades after his death — was David Hume (1711-1776 ). He 
stated that morality is a subjective feeling rather than an objective 
feature of situations themselves. This unfortunate conclusion was 
based on his assumption that everything we know is directly 
observable by the senses. He then looked at situations which were 
taken to be morally wrong and he tried to identify the moral quality 
which the senses directly observed. He decided that the vice in 
question could not, as such, be found as an observable fact. The 
quality of vice cannot be seen, touched or directly perceived by 
reason. All one can perceive are the facts of what happened and how 
it happened. There is nothing “moral” in simple states of affairs. 
There is no “ought” in what “is.” The moral goodness or evil of 
something, then, is basically a subjective reaction, a reading into the 
action of a personal sentiment of approval or disapproval. What 
causes these feelings of approval or disapproval is the thought of the 
utility or otherwise of the action. Hume’s notion of morality was in 
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fair measure shared by his friend Adam Smith, and both were 
somewhat indebted in their moral theory to Francis Hutcheson. In 
their works these men contributed to the breakdown of the natural 
and assured conviction that morality is absolutely objective and that 
when a person chooses to do what is objectively moral or immoral, 
he truly becomes good or bad as the case may be. This is a major 
problem of our time, for the moral life of individuals is now taken, to 
a greater or lesser extent, as being a purely subjective issue — like 
religion. Laws are enforced, and hence wrongdoing is condemned, 
but personal morality is a subjective issue. A person who is 
consciously or unconsciously influenced by these assumptions will 
discount the natural promptings of his conscience and will receive 
divine revelation with scepticism. For Conscience insists, and God 
has revealed, that morality is very objective and very real indeed. 

Consider the vigour with which our Lord, the Son of God made 
man, the One through whom all exists, pronounces on the moral 
condition of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees he is 
addressing. There is nothing subjective about morality. “Woe to 
you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the 
inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on 
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the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness ” (Matthew 
23:27-32). Just as the tomb which looks handsome to the observer is 
in fact the exterior of what is full of decay “ and everything unclean ,” 
so is the hypocritical and wicked teacher of the law and Pharisee our 
Lord is addressing. Within, he is dead and full of decay. Those firm 
words of Jesus Christ remind sceptical modern man that the 
supremely important quality of anything he does is not its utility or 
style, but its moral quality. Whatever he does must be moral. It is 
totally inadequate to think that it is “okay” to do whatever is 
possible. In fact, action taken ought only be action that “should” be 
taken. It is absolutely wrong to think that one may do whatever one 
can do — or get away with. Our Lord’s words also suggest 
something full of philosophical significance. In describing immoral 
men as dead of heart and as whitewashed tombs, our Lord is 
reminding us that the very existence of things — their very being — 
is in some sense profoundly wounded by immorality and sin. A 
profound blow is struck at the flourishing of being and life when the 
moral law is violated. The moral realm is an intimate dimension of 
the realm of being itself. This consideration helps us to appreciate 
the Original Fall of man when he disobeyed the command of God. 
He ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and his very 
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nature was set on the path of death. He needed a Redeemer to enable 
him to flourish again with a new life. 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s dire warnings against sin. The 
wages of sin, St Paul writes, are death. If we sin and do not repent of 
our sin, however we may appear on the outside, within we shall be 
whitewashed tombs. Our hearts will be full of decay and all that is 
unclean. Abiding in the presence of the all-holy God in such a 
condition will be impossible. It is imperative that we be cleansed of 
sin, that we renounce it, and that we combat it every day. In its place 
we must bring friendship with Jesus and living according to his 
commandments. Thus will life flourish and reign. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Psalm 144; Matthew 24:42-51 

Jesus said, Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 
what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of 
the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken 
into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 
at an hour when you do not expect him. Who then is the faithful and 
wise serx’ant, whom the master has put in charge of the seri’ants in 
his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be 
good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he 
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returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 
‘My master is staying away a long time, ’ and he then begins to beat 
his fellow- servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master 
of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and 
at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign 
him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 24: 42-51) 

Watch! One of the reasons for the so-called recklessness 
of youth is that during the time of youth a person typically assumes 
that he can come to little harm. This is an assumption arising from 
the seeming security he has enjoyed to that point. He has yet to learn 
the fragility of life and of all things in life. In fact, to understand this 
well involves a life-long learning curve. We exist, but we need not 
exist, and that we do exist is something given to us. There was a 
time when we were not , and we come to appreciate that we now are. 
We also come to see that the existence we enjoy and which 
obviously does not have its origin in our own wish can, irrespective 
of our own wish, be easily lost. That is to say, my being is temporal. 
My being is not simply being, but being in time. I can grow in being, 
increasing in qualities and features that involve a flourishing of my 
being — and I can shed and put away those features which hinder my 
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flourishing. Alternatively, I can slide along a path that diminishes 
and corrupts my being. I can grow or I can decline and it is evident 
from what I see around me that at any point I can be snuffed out of 
my temporal course. In fact, the time will certainly come when my 
temporal course will end and I shall pass away from the scene. In 
fact, everything we see around us will run its course and pass away. 
It could flourish or it could fail to flourish, but it will most certainly 
pass away. All things of our direct experience are essentially 
transient and temporal. We are radically insecure and however 
careful we are to ensure and protect health and life, nothing whatever 
can take away our radical vulnerability. The entire universe throbs 
with an existence that cannot be regarded as necessary. That it is, is 
a fact, but it need not have been a fact. That it is and what it is, is a 
gift to it from beyond itself — its existence comes from the great 
Beyond whom we call God. That it continues to exist depends 
constantly on Him. But we, who are the crown of the universe, are 
able to understand that our existence hangs on a mere thread. 

All of this can be seen by ordinary reflection. But our Lord 
insists that we bear it constantly in mind. We must be on guard and 
ready lest our end suddenly come. While the prudent and reflective 
man understands that his life is fragile and that he must take 
precautions to protect it, it is a further matter to be prepared for what 
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will assuredly happen after death. Our Lord, as he does repeatedly 
throughout the Gospels, warns us of the judgement of God which 
will follow. Life is fragile and, however long it seems, it is actually 
short. Then will come the judgement of God. It is especially in view 
of this, our Lord insists, that we ought bear in mind the absolute 
vulnerability of our being. Absolutely speaking, we cannot tell when 
the temporal life which has been granted to us will come to its end. 
The fact is, it could come very suddenly. Even if it does not come 
suddenly, it could come with too little time for us to prepare as we 
would like. So we must so live as always to be ready. Ready for 
what? We must so live as always to be ready for the coming of the 
Son of Man. In the Gospel passage today, our Lord is especially 
concerned for those who live in such a way as not to be ready. 
Suppose, our Lord says, “that servant is wicked and says to himself, 

‘My master is staying away a long time, ’ and he then begins to beat 
his fellow- servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master 
of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and 
at an hour he is not aware of He will cut him to pieces and assign 
him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 24: 42-51). Every day we ought so live 
that were the master suddenly to arrive, we would be ready and he 
would find us at our employment — the employment in life that he 
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has assigned to us. All that matters in life, in this fragile and 
radically vulnerable life, this life that is essentially temporal, is that 
we be at our work of doing the will of God and doing it with love. 
One wonders how great must be the number of those who are caught 
absolutely unprepared. Let that not be our case! 

Life is very short and very vulnerable. It has to be this way 
because we are not God. God is the one necessary being who 
subsists of himself and necessarily. His very nature is to be. It is not 
of our nature to be — rather it is for us to depend for our being on the 
One who must be. The long and the short of this is that we must use 
the moments of life that are granted to us to grow in the life that 
matters, life in and with God. As St Paul wrote, for me to live is 
Christ. Let us entrust our life to Jesus — God, Man, our Saviour. 
He and he alone is our true life. 
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Friday of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 1:17-25; Psalm 32; Matthew 25:1-13 

At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them 
were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps 
but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in 
jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in 
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the 
cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him! ’ Then 
all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out. ’ 
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‘No, ’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. 
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves. ’ But 
while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut. Later the others also came. ‘Sir! 
Sir! ’ they said. ‘Open the door for us! ’ But he replied, 7 tell you the 
truth, I don 7 know you. ’ Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know the day or the hour. (Matthew 25:1-13) 

On Revelation There are a number of things which Jesus 
Christ revealed which cannot be understood by the human mind. I 
am not sure that this was even claimed by other religious founders. 
For instance, is there anything which Buddha is said to have taught 
which is beyond human comprehension and which must — if it is to 
be accepted at all — be accepted on his authority alone? I do not 
think so: all he taught on how suffering was to be removed can be 
followed. In fact, he advised people not to accept his words on blind 
faith, but to decide for themselves whether his teachings are right or 
wrong, then follow them. For its part, Islam insists that Allah, the 
one and only God, is beyond comprehension. But I think that much, 
if not all of the Islamic concept of God — exalted as it is — can be 
followed by human reason. Indeed, when it comes to mysteries, 
Islam decided that parts of what they consider to be the previously 
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revealed scriptures, the Tawrat (Torah) and the Injil (Gospels), 
became distorted — either in interpretation, in text, or both. It looks 
as if it is precisely mystery which Islam is here rejecting — 
especially in Christianity. For his part, the Christian would doubt — 
with respect — that there is, in the last analysis, much or any of sheer 
mystery in Islam. The case is altogether different with Jesus Christ. 
Although the acceptance of his divine authority can be justified, and 
the non-contradictory character of his teachings can be demonstrated, 
there are many things he revealed which are absolutely beyond our 
ken. Christ revealed many high mysteries. He did so, not to titillate 
our intellectual curiosity, but to open to us the plan of God for our 
eternal happiness. I and the Father are one , he taught.. .He who sees 
me, sees the Father... And yet, the Father is greater than L.. All that 
the Father has is mine ....My flesh is real food and my blood is real 
drink...He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood, lives in me and / 
in him. Many other examples could be given of revealed mystery 
from the text of the Scriptures and from the defined Tradition of the 
Church. 

At the same time, the Christian revelation does not consist 
simply of mysteries beyond the mind of man. What our Lord says in 
our Gospel today is a case in point. Christ came to open to us the 
Kingdom of Heaven — which is nothing other than union with him 


- 1604 - 



and all that this entails. But what does entry to this Kingdom depend 
on? It depends, among other things, on the very prudent virtue of 
being always cognisant of our fundamentally tenuous hold on life 
and existence. At an instant the precious gift of life can be tom from 
our grasp. We do not hold on to life as a personal possession. It is 
constantly conveyed to us as a gift. The moment the gift is 
withdrawn, our hold on it is lost. Once life ceases, the judgment of 
God is upon us. In an instant we can pass from the height of life’s 
achievements to the profound poverty of rendering an account of 
everything to the all-seeing divine Gaze. If we accept the fact of a 
divine judgment (and various religions do not, such as Buddhism), 
then ordinary human prudence would dictate a constant readiness lest 
that awful moment suddenly spring upon us. Well, this is just what 
our Lord takes great pains to instil. In several of his parables he 
insists that we exercise this human prudence. Today’s parable is 
about the foolish virgins and the prudent ones (Matthew 25:1-13). 
The foolish ones were not admitted by the bridegroom, whereas the 
prudent ones were. The latter were ready for his sudden arrival, and 
the former were not. The Christian religion which is founded on the 
revealed word of Jesus Christ, man and God, involves mysteries 
beyond our human understanding and also things that man by his 
natural powers can recognize. It is a supernatural revelation — one 
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beyond nature — and in various of its parts it is one which the 
natural light of the human mind will also sanction. After all, nature 
as coming from the hand of the Creator, itself serves as a word from 
God. What this also means is that the full embrace of the Christian 
faith involves the acceptance, in faith, of the word of Christ and the 
full application of our natural understanding. 

Let us listen to the word of Christ with all our powers of both 
faith and understanding. Let us allow his word to reveal to us the 
high mysteries of his own person, of the triune God, and of the 
Redemption. But let it also light up all that nature and human 
prudence and understanding will suggest and sanction. Let us accept 
it as the light and guide of our life in all its aspects, thus taking us 
from this earthly course to our homeland in heaven. 

-- 
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Saturday of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a 
single purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to 
desire what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Psalm 32; Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: A man going on a journey 
called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he 
gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one 
talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 
The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his 
money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two 
talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one 
tcdent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 
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accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents 
brought the other five. ‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five 
talents. See, I have gained five more. ’ His master replied, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ The man with the two talents also came. 
‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have 
gained two more. ’ His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness! ’ 
Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master, ’ he 
said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 
sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was 
afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you. ’ His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! 
So you knew that / harvest where I have not sown and gather where l 
have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money 
on deposit with the bankers, so that when 1 returned I would have 
received it back with interest. ‘Take the talent from him and give it 
to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless 
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servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ (Matthew 25:14-30) 

The one talent One of the most obvious things in creation 
is difference. There is an amazing number of species of plant life, 
and in the Amazon jungles they are still discovering species. It is the 
same with fish and animals — the species are striking in their 
difference and number, and it is regarded by most as a tragedy if a 
species dies out. Whether it is the magnificent rhino or tiger, or 
some tiny insect — the differences are precious, and each has its 
valued place in the tapestry of Nature. There is a remarkable range 
of differences among human beings too, not only in natural qualities 
such as size, colour and physical appearance, but in the privileges 
they enjoy. You have the young man born into a royal family. His 
opportunities for personal development are all there for the asking, 
and he has the chance in life of doing a great deal of good if he so 
chooses. Yet there are countless others who by comparison have 
minimal privileges. The wedding of the royal is an international 
event, while the wedding of the ordinary young man a few suburbs 
away in London is scarcely an event at all. It is like comparing the 
magnificent lyre-bird with the sparrow. God so disposes his creation 
that there are countless differences in the works of his hands. The 
Son of God begins his ministry, and invites certain persons, certain 
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disciples, to be his chosen Apostles. Why they, and not others? 
They are privileged with an exalted vocation of being companions of 
Jesus Christ, while the others are physically at a distance from him. 
Even within the Twelve, Christ chooses three to be his more special 
companions — Peter, James, John — and in St Paul’s Letter we read 
that they were counted the pillars. Even within those three, John is 
“the beloved disciple” and he leans back on the breast of Jesus Christ 
and asks who the traitor is, and Christ tells him. In the history of the 
Church, there are great saints, and there are numerous unknown 
members of the Church making their way through life with far more 
moderate spiritual gifts. St Thomas Aquinas tells us somewhere that 
each Angel is its own species. So while in the material world there 
are a great number of species, each species having numerous 
members, in the Angelic world each Angel is its own species. There 
are countless differences in creation. 

The danger is that envy can set in. I suspect that a great 
proportion of wars and revolutions have their origin in envy. Pilate 
saw that the chief priests and scribes had handed Jesus over to him 
out of envy. We have, I suggest, an excellent example of the absence 
of this in John the Baptist. His disciples came to him and told him 
that people were now going to Jesus. He said, ‘Wo one can lay hold 
on anything unless it is given him from above. ... I am not the 
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Messiah.” (John 3:26). Each has his gift and his work in life. That is 
to say, whoever we are, each of us counts. None of us is simply 
swept under the carpet, not mattering much. We all matter. This 
brings us to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 25:14-30). We all 
matter so much, that if we neglect our work in life, no matter how 
modest and out of the sight and applause of men, we shall be judged 
for it. A “man going on a journey called his sen’ants and entrusted 
his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to 
another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his 
ability. Then he went on his journey .” You might think that if the 
man given the one talent was neglectful, well, in the total scheme of 
things, that would not matter much — as long as the man given the 
five or the one given the two made good use of the master’s 
investment in him. In ordinary life, this is how we tend to think — 
the little people can get along doing what they like, but as long as the 
important ones do a good job, then all will be well. But no. In his 
parable today, our Lord makes it clear that if the little person is 
slothful and does not make good use of his master’s money, then his 
neglect will be viewed by the master with the utmost seriousness. 
Every little person counts. Imagine the impact on the world if every 
single member of the Church was acutely conscious of his or her 
calling to work with Christ for the evangelization of the world. 
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Every baptized person is called to share in the friendship of Jesus 
Christ, and to participate in his mission of bringing that divine 
friendship to the world. The little people matter. It was the crowds 
whom the chief priests feared. It was the crowds who also called for 
Christ’s death. 

Cardinal Newman composed a reflection that is applicable to 
all: “God has created me to do Him some definite sendee. He has 
committed some work to me which He has not committed to another. 
1 have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but 1 shall be told 
it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between 
persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall 
do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my 
own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. 
Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown 
away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, 
my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may 
serx’e Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. 
He may take away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. 
He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future 
from me. Still, He knows what He is about.” Let all of us little 
people take this reflection to heart. 
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Twenty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8; Psalm 15:2-5; 

James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15,21-23 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had 
come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and saw some of his 
disciples eating food with hands that were unclean, that is, 
unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they 
give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the 
elders. When they come from the market-place they do not eat unless 
they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the 
washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) So the Pharisees and teachers 
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of the law asked Jesus, Why don ’tyour disciples live according to the 
tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean ’ 
hands? He replied, Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honour me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by men. ’ You have let go of the 
commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men. 
Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, Listen to me, 
everyone, and understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him 
‘unclean ’ by going into him. For from within, out of men’s hearts, 
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All 
these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean ’. (Mark 7:1- 
8, 14-15,21-23) 

The moral conscience The fundamental issue our Lord is 
dealing with in today’s Gospel passage is obedience to the command 
of God. The Pharisees and teachers of the law accuse him of not 
teaching his disciples to do what is right, for they, his disciples, 
violate certain traditions of the elders. Our Lord replies that they, his 
accusers, substitute their traditions for the commands of God. He 
then speaks of the heart of man as the seat of his moral life, be that 
life good or evil. It is from the disposition of his heart that there 
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comes moral evil, and this, his moral disposition, is his own 
responsibility. Let us take the words of our Lord, referring to the 
heart of man, as an opportunity to reflect on that fundamental moral 
faculty of his heart, his conscience. When our Lord refers to the 
heart of a man, he is referring to the inner core of man’s free and 
sovereign spirit. He is speaking of the spiritual self that chooses. 
Just as at his core a man apprehends that things exist, so at his core 
he apprehends that certain things should be done. He discovers a law 
which he has not laid upon himself but which he must obey. In one 
kind of action man’s intellect grasps that the things before him — 
including his own self — exist and are of a certain kind, so in a 
closely related but distinct kind of action he grasps that, while he is 
free, there is a law he must obey. It is a law arising by virtue of his 
very nature. The power of his mind that apprehends this we call his 
conscience, and by this faculty he grasps that there is an objective 
moral realm requiring of him that he freely act in certain ways. We 
may by analogy call it a voice, a command which directs him to do 
this and refrain from that. The voice of his conscience calls him to 
love and do what is good and to avoid evil. It sounds in his heart at 
the right moment, which is the moment of choice. There is a law 
written in his heart, a law which his inner self apprehends, and it is 
there by virtue of his very nature and therefore inscribed by God the 
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creator. For man, acting “according to nature” above all means 
acting according to the direction given by this guiding faculty of 
man’s mind and heart, called the conscience. 

As already said, just as by means of his intellect man 
apprehends that the things before him (including himself) exist and 
are of a certain nature, so by means of his conscience — we might 
even call it his practical intellect — man apprehends that he is 
subject in his free actions to the moral law. He perceives the moral 
law and is able to determine the details of its directions to him. By 
his moral conscience man perceives that it is enjoined upon him to 
do good and to avoid evil. This is the moral fact and law before him 
and he can see clearly that it is so. He must do what is right, though 
he remains free. In this he is hearing the echo of the voice of God 
who is the sustaining ground of his conscience and of the moral law 
which his conscience apprehends. But further, by his moral 
conscience he also is able to judge on particular choices. He is able 
to apply the general moral law to concrete circumstances, thus 
answering the question, What in the concrete must I do, now or in the 
future? The moral conscience is empowered to apprehend the truth 
about this. By his moral conscience man also judges on actions he 
has already done, pronouncing them to be good or bad and intimating 
a future judgment on them, with the consequences that will flow. 
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This moral law apprehended by the conscience is not a subjective 
construct, but is perceived to be objective and imposed upon him 
from without. In it he is apprehending the Truth, perceived as the 
Good to which he is drawn. By his conscience man welcomes what 
he is commanded by the moral law to do. Most importantly, man is 
able to perceive that the moral law, perceived as true, reflects the 
voice and will of God. When he truly listens to his conscience, the 
prudent man can hear the echo of the voice of his God. In all our 
personal actions we must submit to the voice of conscience, 
understood as the voice of the moral law, and we will know this law 
if we strive to live in the objective truth, whatever be the cost. 

In our Gospel passage today (Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23) our 
Lord refers to the heart of man. The evil man is evil because of the 
choices of his heart. He refuses to submit to the law of God as 
apprehended by the prudent and well-schooled conscience. His 
conscience, such as it is, has become darkened and blind to the 
objective truth. That truth is supremely the truth revealed by God in 
the person of Jesus Christ, who is present now and to the end in his 
body the Church. That Church, founded by him and endowed with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, sets forth the teaching of Jesus and 
applies it to our day. By our conscience we are able to apply this law 
of God to our everyday life. 
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Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1776- 
1778 (Judgment of conscience; formation of conscience) 

-- 
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Monday of the twenty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Psalm 118; Luke 4:16-30 

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 
the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And 
he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: The Spirit 
of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. Then he rolled 
up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
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everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by 
saying to them, Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. All 
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 
from his lips. Isn 7 this Joseph ’s son ? they asked. Jesus said to 
them, Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself! Do here in your home town what we have heard that you 
did in Capernaum. ’ I tell you the truth, he continued, no prophet is 
accepted in his home town. I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah ’s time, when the sky was shut for three and 
a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet 
Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in 
the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in 
the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed — 
only Naaman the Syrian. All the people in the synagogue were 
furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, 
and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in 
order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the 
crowd and went on his way. (Luke 4: 16-30) 

The pattern of rejection In the Prologue of the Gospel of 
St John — and our passage today is drawn from the Gospel of St 
Luke — we are provided with the general picture of Christ’s life and 
mission. Jesus Christ is the incarnate Word of God, the light and life 
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of every man coming into the world. We are told that “ He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But to as many 
as received him he gave the power to become children of God” (1: 
10-12). The world did not know him and did not receive him. St 
Luke’s prologue can be regarded as the first two chapters of his 
Gospel. In it he tells us that when Mary brought her Infant to the 
Temple, Simeon prophesied the Child would be a sign of 
contradiction and that a sword would pierce her soul. Matthew’s 
prologue also consists of his first two chapters. They describe the 
Infancy of Jesus, and we discern therein also the theme of rejection. 
He came unto his own, being bom at Bethlehem, and Herod, hearing 
of this from the wise men of the East, u was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.” The Holy Family had to flee from the 
murderous intent of the King. Upon returning from Egypt they went 
to Nazareth, where Christ grew up in humble and ordinary obscurity. 
Finally the time came for him to be revealed to Israel. St John 
informs us that it was John the Baptist in Judea who testified to his 
real identity and mission, and it was his mother who prompted him to 
perform, back in Galilee, the first of his signs that revealed his glory. 
In our Gospel passage today, St Luke situates Christ’s return to 
Nazareth early in his public ministry. He “came to Nazareth where 
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he had been brought up, and as his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read." What then 
happened is a portent of what will happen at the end. He came unto 
his own and his own did not receive him. He uttered the truth and he 
was rejected. If they could have, they would have killed him. 

It is a wondrous thing that the Creator of the world appeared 
among us precisely as one of us, in a human nature which he made 
his own. He took unto himself our nature, such that, divine person as 
he ever was, is now and ever shall be, he had thereafter not only his 
own divine nature, but a human nature as do we. That is an abiding, 
enduring wonder about God. But a further wonder relates to the 
world. The world did not recognize its Lord and Creator, and in fact 
actually rejected him. It refused to receive him. But the important 
thing for you and me and for all of us is that this is a window to our 
own souls. Ordinary human reflection ought make it clear to us that 
there is something profoundly awry with our moral constitution. We 
tend to choose sin and wrongdoing, even though, in our truest self, 
we wish to be good and holy. Our hearts draw us to what is 
objectively good, but they also draw us in the opposite direction. 
This opposite direction is — were we simply to consider it in terms 
of instincts — the stronger pull. We tend to hate the light and to 
reject it, for it threatens the throne of self. When the prophet Nathan 
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went to David and told him the story of the powerful man who 
deprived the poor man of his possession, David said that the 
powerful man ought die. Then Nathan said, You are that man! (2 
Samuel 12: 7) I suggest that as we read our Gospel today of our Lord 
preaching and teaching in the synagogue of Nazareth and then being 
rejected so totally (Luke 4: 16-30), let us say to ourselves, that man is 
me! One of the most serious defects in the modern mind is its lack of 
recognition of the fact and seriousness of personal sin. It will 
condemn wrongdoing often, and much more rarely, sin. But it rarely 
says to itself, You are that man! And so it cannot repent as did David 
when he was thus accused, and failing to repent, its rejection of 
Christ and his truth continues. Our response to Christ is, to a greater 
or lesser extent, like that of the people of Nazareth every time we go 
against his commandments. If you love me, he said, you will keep my 
commandments. The only path to pursue is that which the people of 
Nazareth did not follow, that of repentance. 

Let us bear in mind the event described in our Gospel passage 
today. The response of the world to Jesus Christ is characteristically 
lack of recognition and positive rejection. You are that man! is what 
we ought humbly say to ourselves as we think of our own response to 
God incarnate. Christ speaks to us in his teaching and in all the 
duties of everyday life. Let us take as our model the mother of Jesus, 
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whose response to the word of the Angel sums up all that man and 
the world ought feel and do before the word of God: Be it done to me 
according to your word. 
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Tuesday of the twenty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 2:10-16; Psalm 144; Luke 4:31-37 

Then Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and 
on the Sabbath began to teach the people. They were amazed at his 
teaching, because his message had authority. In the synagogue there 
was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the 
top of his voice, Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy One of 
God! Be quiet! Jesus said sternly. Come out of him! Then the demon 
threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring 
him. All the people were amazed and said to each other, What is this 


- 1626 - 



teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits 
and they come out! And the news about him spread throughout the 
surrounding area. (Luke 4:31-37) 

Perfect man We read in the book of Genesis how Abraham 
was called by God to leave his homeland and go to where he would 
lead him. Abraham grew in his faith, his sense of mission and his 
stature as a man of God. Moses too grew in his calling and powers. 
The first great milestone for Moses was God’s intervention at the 
Burning Bush, when he was told of his mission to lead the children 
of Israel out of the land of slavery to the land promised to their 
fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moses grew in his status and his 
powers. At various points he displayed uncertainty and lack of faith. 
He was refused admittance into the promised land because of his lack 
of obedient faith on one occasion — at his striking of the rock. 
David , the greatest of the kings, grew in position and in his powers 
over time. It is obvious from the Qur’an that Mahomet grew in his 
interpretation of what he took to be his revelations, and his 
understanding of his chosen mission evolved over time. But what is 
noteworthy about Jesus Christ is that he suddenly appears on the 
scene of his ministry in the fullness of his powers. There is no 
uncertainty, no doubt as to his personal identity, his mission and his 
powers. It is precisely his sure knowledge and his unhesitating use 
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of his supernatural power which has been the stumbling block of 
liberal Christianity. Its proponents have asserted that Christ was 
uncertain about himself and that he lacked an awareness that he was 
the Son of God till, for instance, at certain advanced moments in his 
public ministry. But no, the pages of the Gospels are absolutely clear 
that from the beginning, Jesus Christ was in full awareness of who he 
was, of the boundless extent of his power, and of the true character of 
his mission. Any limits to his the exercise of his power were those 
imposed by himself: namely, the free decision of those whom he 
came to redeem. He revealed himself, his powers and his mission 
but gradually, but it is plainly evident that he himself did not 
gradually understand and acquire them. 

Our Gospel passage is from St Luke. Luke’s account of our 
Lord’s public ministry begins with Chapter 4, following the infancy 
narratives and our Lord’s baptism and encounter with Satan. He 
immediately went through Galilee “in the power of the Spirit” and he 
was “glorified by all.” When he returned to his home town of 
Nazareth, all “marvelled at the words of grace” that came forth from 
him. His claims were so exalted that they violently rejected him. 
Their very rejection shows the fullness of his message from the 
beginning. Thus he departed for Capernaum, and as we read in 
today’s Gospel, once again we sense a fullness and completion in his 
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teaching authority and powers. We read that “ Jesus went down to 
Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach 
the people. They were amazed at his teaching, because his message 
had authority.'’'’ He unhesitatingly and at a mere word exercises 
effortless command over the underworld. Which of the prophets had 
done this? Admittedly — for instance — in the presence of Pharaoh, 
Moses cast his staff down and it became a serpent, and his serpent 
swallowed the serpents of Pharaoh’s men. But I am referring to 
direct encounters with demons. The demons quailed before Christ 
and he dealt with them as an all-powerful commander might deal 
with helpless miscreants. “ In the synagogue there was a man 
possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his 
voice, Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? / know who you are — the Holy One of God! Be 
quiet! Jesus said sternly. Come out of him! Then the demon threw 
the man down before them all and came out without injuring him ” 
(Luke 4:31-37). What came across here was a man with full and 
complete authority in word and in power. “A// the people were 
amazed and said to each other, What is this teaching? With authority 
and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!” 

All of this is but the manifestation of the utter uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ in the history of God’s chosen people and in the history 
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of the world. It is an old saying that there is nothing perfect in this 
life. Do Hindus claim that Buddha was perfect? Buddhists may act 
as if they think he is, but they would not formally claim it. Do 
Muslims claim that Mahomet was perfect? They may act as if they 
do but I do not think that they would claim it — after all, in their 
view he is but a prophet. But the Christian claims that Jesus Christ 
was perfect man and, of course, true God. Written across the pages 
of the Gospels is the fact of his perfection. Perfect man and true 
God! Nothing beyond or greater than he exists, or can be desired! In 
being his friend, we have our all. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the twenty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Psalm 32; Luke 4:38-44 

Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now 
Simon ’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they 
asked Jesus to help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, 
and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. When 
the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he heeded them. 
Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, You are the 
Son of God! But he rebuked them and would not cdlow them to speak, 
because they knew he was the Christ. At daybreak Jesus went out to 
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a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they 
came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But 
he said, I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the 
other towns also, because that is why I was sent. And he kept on 
preaching in the synagogues of Judea. (Luke 4: 38-44) 

He will never leave us Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
was accorded the honorific title of Mahatma, or Great Soul — Great 
Soul Gandhi! He became the father of modern India and left an 
iconic example of non-violence in opposing oppression and in 
attaining political freedoms. He was loved by the nation, but was 
suddenly snatched from life and within days his cremated remains 
were scattered and spread in different directions. Loved, yet now 
gone! We could think of many great souls of history, but let the 
thought of them remind us of the greatest soul of all — Jesus Christ, 
the “mahatma” of all time. He, of course, utterly transcended Gandhi 
for he was not merely man but God. Now, let us think of the 
sentence in our Gospel passage today which describes the people 
seeking Jesus. We read how Jesus left the synagogue, went to the 
house of Simon and cured Simon’s mother-in-law. Incidentally — if 
I may make an aside — notice how there is nowhere in the Gospel 
any explicit mention of Simon’s wife, nor of any children. Simon’s 
mother-in-law gets up to minister to Jesus and his companions, but 
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there is no mention of Simon’s wife helping. We may surmise that 
by the time his following of Jesus commenced, Simon’s wife had 
passed away and this might even have happened early in their 
married life. The Gospels give the impression that Simon was free to 
follow Jesus entirely, and this he enthusiastically did. He perceived 
that Jesus was a great soul — the very greatest. In our Gospel 
passage today we read that “At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary 
place. The people were looking for him and when they came to 
where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them." Simon 
loved Jesus, wanted to be with him, and here he was urging him to 
return to the people because they too were seeking him. But Jesus 
told him that he had to move on. He had to go to the others — he 
had to “ preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
towns also," he said, “ because that is why I was sent. And he kept on 
preaching in the synagogues of Judea" (Luke 4: 38-44). 

As we read these words we think of the greatness and the 
spiritual beauty of Jesus of Nazareth. Great and beautiful soul! We 
think of the attraction of his divine person and how he is the object of 
the yearnings of the heart of man. As we read our Gospel passage, 
we think of how, during his mortal life, union with him in friendship 
was subject to the limitations of mortal life. That is to say, he had to 
move on to the other towns. He had to leave where he was and reach 
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others who were elsewhere. He could not simply stay for the sake of 
friendship. Indeed, he had to depart even from this very life. It was 
part and parcel of his mission. As his mission advanced in time, he 
had to tell his closest friends, his disciples, that it was necessary for 
him to leave them too. He had to suffer and to die. The time would 
come for him to be gone. It was a great mystery for them and they 
dared not think of it nor try to understand it. When he did go — via 
the path of a violent death — they were devastated beyond 
description. Loved, yet now gone! The light had gone from their life. 
Whenever we think of any great soul of history suddenly taken from 
the midst of those who loved and revered him, we can be reminded 
of the greatest departure of all, that of Jesus Christ from the midst of 
men. But there is this signal difference which marks the uniqueness 
of Jesus Christ. He moved on to the other towns, and moved on even 
from this life, precisely in order to be closer than ever before to his 
disciples. The goal of Christ’s ministry was precisely to abide with 
his disciples forever. If any one loves me he will keep my 
commandments, and my Father will love him and we will come to 
him and make our home with him. Christ’s words in the Gospel 
today (Luke 4: 38-44), explaining that he had to move away to the 
other towns even though the people wanted him to stay with them, 
remind us of the great fact that he is now with us forever. He is 
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God-with-us, and nothing can snatch us from his hand. As St Paul 
writes, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. 
This is the mystery now revealed, St Paul writes, Christ in you, your 
hope of glory. 

St Paul writes that in Christ is every heavenly blessing. He is 
the gift of the Father to man. There is no greater possession than his 
friendship. He is the pearl of great price, the treasure hidden in the 
field which we must sell all to gain. He will never go away, never 
leave us, whatever be our joys and sorrows. This is the mystery now 
revealed Christ in you, your hope of glory! He is present in his body 
the Church. He is present in his word, read, explained and 
proclaimed by the Church. He is present in the Sacraments and 
especially in the Eucharist. He is God-with-us. Let us plant 
ourselves by his side and never allow anything in our lives that might 
lead us away from his company. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twenty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Psalm 23; Luke 5:1-11 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with 
the people crowding round him and listening to the word of God, he 
saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who 
were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. When he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch. Simon answered, Master, we’ve worked 
hard cdl night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, 
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/ will let down the nets. When they had done so, they caught such a 
large number offish that their nets began to break. So they signalled 
to their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they 
came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. When 
Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus ’ knees and said, Go away from 
me, Lord; I am a sinful man! For he and cdl his companions were 
astonished at the catch offish they had taken, and so were James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon ’s partners. Then Jesus said to 
Simon, Don 7 be afraid; from now on you will catch men. So they 
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
(Luke 5: 1-11) 

The key to success We are at the shore of the Lake of 
Gennesaret and it looks as if it is still morning, for we read that some 
fishermen were still washing their nets. Among them were Christ’s 
disciples, Simon and his partners James and John. They had been 
working all night long. Let us surmise that our Lord had come to the 
shore in the early hours of the morning to commune with his 
heavenly Father and, following that, to be with his disciples. Now on 
the shore, our Lord was noticed by various persons. Word spread 
and a crowd gathered, pressing on him from all sides to hear him 
speak. St Luke gives us the detail that there were two boats at the 
water’s edge, left there by the fishermen who were now washing 
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their nets. All these details help us to appreciate vividly the 
historical and factual character of the account. So our Lord boards 
Simon’s boat and proceeds to teach the people some yards from the 
shore. He finishes, dismisses the crowd — perhaps allowing them to 
get to their day’s work, and turns to Simon. For Simon it had been a 
bad night, for no fish had been caught. In him we have represented 
man at his daily work, man hoping to do good work in life, man with 
his hopes and dreams of making a mark and yet so often failing to do 
so, at least to his satisfaction. Each one of us is represented there, 
each of us who hope to do something worthwhile in life by our work 
— be it work in family, work in a profession, work of any kind and 
in any circumstance. In Simon we have man with his weary and 
empty hands, full of toil and yet so often empty nevertheless. The 
question rises forth from his heart, how can my efforts be fruitful? 
Christ says to Simon, throw out the net for a catch! There were no 
fish, and yet Christ said, throw out the net! Believing and obeying 
Christ’s word, Simon did so and a great catch was made. 

What is it that made all the difference to Simon’s efforts? It 
was that he heard the word of Christ and put it into effect. He did 
what Christ wanted. It is as simple as that, but it is the message that 
man at his work must hear and live by. As we think of the surging 
flow of little people who make up human history, all the little people 
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at their work with their hopes and dreams, all who wish to make a 
mark with the gift of life that has been given them, we ought think of 
this key to success. The key is to do our duty, because it comes from 
God. Christ spoke, telling Simon what to do. Simon did it, and 
success came from his obedience. In this particular instance, the 
success was visible and material. A lot of fish were caught (Luke 5: 
1-11). But success can be hidden and known only to God. For 
instance, Christ was crucified and died a terrible death engulfed in 
opprobrium and abuse. But it was a success — his death redeemed 
the world. It took away the sin of the world and gave to all those 
who believe in him the power to become children of God. The key 
to this success was his obedience, obedience unto death. One of the 
biggest mistakes a person can make is to seek goals in life that are 
not appropriate to him at all. I refer to goals altogether outside his 
God-given capacities and his God-given circumstances and calling. 
His life thus becomes a personal adventure rather than the humble 
service of God. The average person leads, and is called to lead, an 
ordinary life. His life is like that of Mary and Joseph of Nazareth — 
and indeed, like that of Jesus himself during his years with Mary and 
Joseph at Nazareth. The key to great though hidden success in the 
ordinary life — and in any life — is obedience to God in the little 
duties. Consider a parallel. A person with ordinary work may, with 
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great care, build up a certain wealth that is greater than that of a 
person who aims high but ruinously well beyond his capacities and 
circumstances. Similarly, the ordinary life is filled with 
opportunities to grow in spiritual riches. In such a life there is 
everything needed for true success: that is, being a saint — but 
hidden — in the world. 

Let us think of Simon toiling through the night at his work and 
catching nothing. Christ tells him to cast out the net again. He does 
so and has great success. Every day of our lives we ought be striving 
to do what Simon then did, which is to do what Christ wants. If we 
do that, success, the real success that God wants us to have in life — 
not a success of our own imagining — will be ours. That success, 
though even unseen in this world, will be very evident to God and to 
us in the next. 
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Friday of the twenty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Psalm 36; Luke 5:33-39 

They said to Jesus, John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so 
do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and 
drinking. Jesus answered, Can you make the guests of the 
bridegroom fast while he is with them? But the time will come when 
the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast. 
He told them this parable: No-one tears a patch from a new garment 
and sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new 
garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. And 
no-one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine 
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will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be 
ruined. No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. And 
no-one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, ‘The old is 
better. ’ (Luke 5: 33-39) 

The one Bridegroom One gathers from the words 

addressed to our Lord in today’s Gospel that his disciples did not 
stand out in their practice of religion. By that I mean that the 
religious practices they observed did not mark them off in any 
notable way from those of the average person. People said to Jesus, 
“ John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the 
Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking .” It seems that the 
disciples of John and those of the Pharisees stood out in the society 
of Israel for their obvious practice of piety. It was clearly seen that 
they were praying and fasting much more than was the norm. Our 
Lord did not encourage this among his own disciples at this point, 
though the time would come when his disciples would have their 
Christian discipline of fasting and prayer. Our Gospel passage, 
though, does set forth what was special about the disciples of Christ. 
What was special about their group was the One who was its heart 
and soul. They, his disciples, are not observing the practices of 
religion in an obvious and striking way. But ah! They have that 
which is far greater. They have in their midst the Bridegroom! “ Can 
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you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them?” 
The marvel of the Christian religion is not so much the religious 
regime its adherents pursue. Its boast is the Person who constitutes 
its heart and soul. What the disciples of Jesus have and what the 
disciples of John and the Pharisees do not have is the person of Jesus, 
the Bridegroom. It is this which is altogether new, and it is this that 
our Lord wants his disciples to realize and to build their whole lives 
on. All else in religion must be given second place to making him, 
Jesus, the centre of life and religion. Once this has been done, then 
the great practices of religion such as special prayers and special 
fastings will have their due place. “The time will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast.’’'’ 
Jesus is no mere master of disciples. He is no mere teacher, no mere 
prophet. He is the object of religious worship and love. 

In our Gospel today, our Lord presents himself as the 
Bridegroom (Luke 5: 33-39). All others — such as John the Baptist 
— are mere friends of the Bridegroom. So it was that out of the 
midst of the Jewish people at the fringe of the Empire came a new 
religion that was absolutely revolutionary. It did not come with a 
doctrine simply of prayers and fastings and of great spiritual 
strivings. It came with the announcement of a new doctrine about 
God. At its beginning the Empire had encountered it. Pilate the 
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procurator had engaged with the One who was its heart and soul, the 
Bridegroom. He had put it down by Christ’s crucifixion. But lo! It 
was discovered to be present and spreading, and the heart of it was 
the Person of Jesus, now claimed to be risen and glorious. It was 
causing the utmost consternation among the Jewish leaders, and their 
object of concern was not the degree to which the Christians fasted 
and prayed or performed any other of the usual practices of religion. 
Their concern was the claim as to this Jesus. He was claimed to be 
the one and only God, and his heavenly Father too, and the divine 
Spirit as well, the Spirit of them both. This new religion was not 
about prayers and fastings but about him, Jesus, the Bridegroom of 
God’s people, and the Bridegroom of all those children of God 
whom he would bring into the unity of the divine family. It was an 
exclusive claim, and it meant two things. Firstly, for God’s chosen 
people the Jews, it meant that their fulfilment was to be found in him 
and in him alone. Secondly, it meant that the religions of the world 
also had their exclusive fulfilment in him and in him alone. He was 
the Bridegroom, unique, irreplaceable. It is by his name alone that 
all men were to be saved. No one could go to the Father but through 
him. Indeed, he and the Father were one. Truth in religion was to be 
identified with him. Jesus Christ was not just one possible messiah 
among many in Judaism. He was not just one more god in the 
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Empire’s extensive pantheon. He was the one and only Messiah and 
the one and only God — God become man. He had died and risen 
and was now the Bridegroom of the Church, his body. 

Christ is not just one among many religious leaders. He is not 
just one among many great prophets — as Islam would have it. He is 
not just another incarnation of the Buddha — as the Dalai Lama once 
opined. He is not just another, though higher, Socrates. He is the 
unique fact of Christianity and of all religion. The disciples of Christ 
(now) fast and pray, but what distinguishes their body, the Church, is 
that within it is present the Bridegroom. The Church is holy 
supremely because of him. He is the treasure of all his disciples, and 
it is he who empowers them by his grace to live the religion that God 
has revealed. Let us live in him, then! 
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Saturday of the twenty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts 
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep 
safe what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 4:6-15; Psalm 144; Luke 6:1-5 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, and his 
disciples began to pick some ears of corn, rub them in their hands 
and eat the grain. Some of the Pharisees asked, Why are you doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath? Jesus answered them, Have you 
never read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry? He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated 
bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave 
some to his companions. Then Jesus said to them, The Son of Man is 
Lord of the Sabbath. (Luke 6: 1-5) 
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Lord of the Sabbath As with so many passages of the 
Gospels our brief reading today has a truly remarkable utterance. Its 
context is the sacred observance of the Sabbath. The Sabbath day 
was pivotal in the Jewish religion as it was a day that belonged to the 
Lord. It was the Lord’s day when everyone interrupted the pursuit of 
earning a living and rested in the Lord. So clearly was the Lord’s 
day seen as fundamental, that many of the teachers of the Law went 
to excess in their instructions on how it was to be observed. 
Moreover, the religious regime they imposed in respect to the 
Sabbath became, for some of them, a means of spiritual power and 
self-aggrandizement. Nevertheless, the Sabbath and its religious rest 
was a defining element in the religious life of the nation. In his 
important book on Egypt, Israel and the rise of monotheism — Of 
God and Gods (UWP, 2008) — Jan Assmann writes that “the three 
Jewish and Christian commandments (no gods, no images, and 
keeping the Sabbath) “that have no parallels in the Egyptian concept 
of sin represent the innovative and revolutionary core of biblical 
monotheism.” There was no regular Sabbath in Egypt, though there 
were a great many festival days. To violate the Sabbath constituted a 
sin of a high order in Israel. We see this expressed as a foundation of 
religion in the account of creation in the opening chapter of the 
Bible. God is described as creating the world over the period of a 
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working week. All God’s work was good, and what he did in 
making man was very good. His work completed, he is shown as 
resting on the seventh day. Man is commanded to imitate God in 
working well, and in resting on the seventh day. God made this 
Sabbath, this day of rest, a holy day. It is presented as a divine 
institution. On this day of rest from work Israel worshipped its Lord, 
the creator of all and Father of his chosen people. The Sabbath day 
was a most important institution in Israel. It showed that God was 
Israel’s true rest. During the week many things dominated life, but on 
the Sabbath, the Lord God is supreme. It is the Lord’s Day. Well 
now, on one Sabbath, our Lord was passing through cornfields with 
his disciples. It may have been a walk of recreation, perhaps 
following on our Lord speaking in the Synagogue. Let us observe 
what happened. 

There were, perhaps, many others in the immediate vicinity of 
these fields, for some of the Pharisees were there. They spotted the 
disciples of our Lord picking ears of com, rubbing them hard to 
prepare them for eating, and then consuming them. It was a received 
teaching among the Pharisees, one which they propagated, that this 
picking of ears of corn was a violation of the Sabbath — in effect, a 
mini harvesting of crops. But our Lord ignored such absurdities and 
these Pharisees immediately intervened. In view of our Lord’s 
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condemnation of their motives on other occasions, we may surmise 
that their muddled prejudices were due to a blighted reading of the 
Scriptures and a desire to impose themselves as religious leaders. 
But our interest here is, as ever, in our Lord’s words of response. 
Firstly, his accusers read very poorly the Scriptures. Their own 
human traditions were given far greater weight than the actual word 
of God. “ Have you never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and taking 
the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. 
And he also gave some to his companions .” The great David himself 
did not view the observance of the Sabbath as they did. But even 
more astonishing was our Lord’s next claim, for we read that “ Then 
Jesus said to them, The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath ” (Luke 6: 
1-5). Jesus, in the presence of the Pharisees, says he is Lord of the 
Sabbath — it is in effect a claim to be Lord. He is master of the 
Sabbath in that he is its supreme and final interpreter, but he is also 
its object. The Lord of the Sabbath was God, and this is why it was 
so very important in the life of the nation. It preserved the chosen 
people in their allegiance to God. The other preoccupations of life 
ceased when the Sabbath came, and God was the only preoccupation, 
the only ultimate rest. God is the Lord of the Sabbath. Here, Christ 
claims to be the Lord of the Sabbath. For the Christian, this became 
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even clearer when the Church chose to observe the Sabbath on the 
first day of the week, the day of the Lord’s Resurrection, rather than 
on the last. 

No other prophet made such a claim as our Lord makes 
effortlessly, and almost in passing, before his critics in today’s 
Gospel passage. No prophet from Abraham, Moses, David and 
Elijah to John the Baptist said anything of its like. Jesus says, I am 
the Lord of the Sabbath. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, 
Jesus Christ is Lord! Let us make that the catchcry of our hearts as 
we give ourselves over to the work of life, however hidden, ordinary 
and humdrum it might be. Jesus Christ is Lord! Let us make him the 
Lord of all our Sabbaths, and the Lord of all our days. 

-- 
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Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146:7-10; 

James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37 

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, 
down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 
There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could 
hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man. After 
he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into 
the man’s ears. Then he spat and touched the man ’s tongue. He 
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, Ephphatha! 
(which means, Be opened!) At this, the man’s ears were opened, his 
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tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. Jesus 
commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the 
more they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed with 
amazement. He has done everything well, they said. He even makes 
the deaf hear and the mute speak. (Mark 7:31-37) 

Living in the truth There are many myths — stories — of 
the ancient world. One thinks of Homer’s Iliad and his Odyssey , and 
Virgil’s Aeneid. These stories, of course, may be regarded as grand 
classic fantasies. It is said that Tolkien, a devout Catholic who wrote 
The Lord of the Rings, composed his work in order to give to 
England her own grand myth. His friend and fellow Oxford 
academic, C. S. Lewis, once complained to Tolkien that myths are 
lies, though breathed through silver. Tolkien said no, not 
necessarily. Myths can be truths expressing matters such as beauty, 
truth and honour. Such truths cannot be seen but they are very real 
and it is through the language of narrative or story — myth — that 
these important truths can be expressed. In writing and reading 
myth, Tolkien intended to meditate on and express great truths of 
life. He told Lewis that the Bible is the one “myth” that is true 
because its Author is God. Tolkien’s view helped C. S. Lewis on his 
journey to Christianity. The Gospel is a story, but the supremely 
important thing about this story is that it is true. Our Gospel passage 
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today (Mark 7:31-37), like the rest of the Gospel, exudes the note of 
truth. It is interesting to see the number of times the word and the 
theme of “truth” recurs in the inspired writings of St John. A 
supreme moment comes in his Gospel when Jesus stands before 
Pilate, the representative of the world’s superpower of the time, the 
Roman Empire. We have God become man facing, in the person of 
Pilate, Caesar. Pilate asks Jesus, What have you done? You are not 
really a king? Our Lord answered, “To this end was I born, that 1 
should bear witness to the truth, and everyone who is of the truth 
listens to my voice ” (18:37). There was nothing mythical about his 
person and mission, in the sense that there was nothing of fantasy. 
Christ was all fact — hard, redeeming fact. He is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. What is truth? Pilate asked. The reply had been given. 
The Truth is Jesus Christ and his teaching. Years ago Cardinal 
Ratzinger pointed out that St Augustine understood the Christian 
faith not as being in continuity with earlier religions but rather in 
continuity with philosophy. His point was that its object was fact 
and objective truth, and reason rather than imaginative fantasy was 
involved in knowing it. 

As we think of the events narrated in our Gospel passage, we 
are surely reminded that what we are dealing with here is the truth. It 
is a wondrous truth, the truth of Jesus Christ. The Good News of the 
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Gospel is that there is this truth, one far beyond the ordinary, but in 
no way fantasy — or, as some put it, mere myth. The Gospel is 
sometimes described as myth in the sense that it is the defining story 
that inspires the greatest in man. It embodies the supreme truths of 
life in the form of story, rather than in philosophical statements. It 
does do all this, of course, but it does so as a story that is objectively 
true. As To lk ien put it, it is the one myth that is totally true. One 
bases one’s life on it as on fact and objective reality. Jesus Christ, 
true God and true man, our Redeemer, is the objective truth who 
brings true salvation and true bliss forever. It is this truth that 
answers to the deepest call and the truest longings of man, for he 
knows that he has the duty to seek the truth, to adhere to it and to 
order his life in accordance with its demands. He knows that his 
supreme duty is to the truth — to sincerity and truthfulness. We 
could even say that though this is indeed the direction the heart of 
man gives, it was especially Christianity which taught this to the 
world. What matters is the truth, and myth has value to the extent 
that it embodies truth. In Jesus Christ the whole of God’s truth has 
been made manifest. He is the truth — the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. Those who follow him live in the Spirit of truth and guard 
against dissimulation. Christ was especially severe on certain of the 
scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy. They were not truthful. A 
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Christian must bear witness to the truth of the Gospel in every field 
of his activity, both public and private, and also if necessary, with the 
sacrifice of his very life. Christ went to his redeeming death 
precisely bearing witness to the truth of his person and mission. 
Martyrdom is the supreme witness to the truth — the truth of Jesus 
Christ. Man’s conscience requires of him that he respect the truth, 
and divine revelation presents its embodiment: Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 

Let us be resolved to live according to the truth, whatever be 
the cost. The truth is ultimately not an abstraction. Nor is it a mere 
“story” — though it is a story indeed. It is fact. It is real. It is 
objective and it may be relied on. Reality is ultimately personal — 
God. God is one in being, three Persons. As Pope Benedict has 
often put it, God’s face is Jesus Christ. He is the revelation of God 
and we are called to union in friendship with him. Precisely as true, 
Christianity is the life of man. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2464- 
2474 (To live in the truth; to bear witness to the truth) 

-- 
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Monday of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Psalm 5; Luke 6:6-11 

On another Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and was 
teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shrivelled. The 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to 
accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heed on 
the Sabbath. But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the 
man with the shrivelled hand, Get up and stand in front of everyone. 
So he got up and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, 1 ask you, 
which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life 
or to destroy it? He looked round at them all, and then said to the 
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man, Stretch out your hand. He did so, and his hand was completely 
restored. But they were furious and began to discuss with one 
another what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:6-11) 

Christ and sin It is a Sabbath day and we are in the 
synagogue. Jesus is teaching. Knowing him to be the Son of God 
made man as we do, let us place ourselves in spirit in that synagogue 
and gaze on Jesus as he speaks. We ought try to realize ever afresh 
that this man before us is the creator God, he who is pure Being and 
the source of all that is. He is God who has taken to himself a human 
nature, thus making himself a man like us in every way except that 
he had no sin. It means that he acts like a man — for he is a man — 
and he is treated by many as a mere man. There he is, perhaps seated 
at the front facing us. That he would have been seated is suggested 
by the fact that when he returned to his town of Nazareth and went 
into the synagogue, he read the scroll and then sat down to speak. 
There he is, a man in his early thirties, undoubtedly of most noble 
mien, full of grace and obvious truth. Little did the people realize it, 
but he was the greatest — the very greatest man of his age and any 
age. The great Caesar was as nothing to him. Before he began his 
public ministry and while in the wilderness following his baptism by 
John, Satan had offered him all the kingdoms of the world if he 
would but worship him. Satan recognized his unparalleled greatness. 
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Mysteriously, the path he would take to bring all the peoples to glory 
was not that of other greats of the world. His path was to be 
humiliation, poverty, suffering and finally death amid opprobrium. 
So here he is before us, speaking in the synagogue. With us are a 
mixed assembly — of course, it consists of the people of the town. 
There are the obscure ones, the ordinary ones, the more important 
ones, and there are present even his enemies. I refer to the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law. Their notable characteristic, even before 
anything happens, is moral blindness. As ever, they, jealous for their 
position which they sensed was being usurped by what they deemed 
to be this young know-all, were “ looking for a reason to accuse 
Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the 
Sabbath .” Let us consider their attitude and response. 

A man whose right hand is ruined is in the synagogue listening 
to Jesus. Being his right hand, its paralysis is especially telling in the 
man’s general helplessness. He is there, looking at Jesus and 
listening to his grand words of hope. Our Lord notices him during 
his address and has every intention of healing him when he finishes 
speaking. The Pharisees and teachers of the law also see that the 
man with the withered hand is there, and see in this circumstance a 
special opportunity leave this presumptuous prophet and healer 
discredited. If he cures him on the Sabbath , he will be breaking the 
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Sabbath law of rest from all work. He can then be exposed as a fraud 
and as one who does not respect the law of God after all. Behind this 
ruse is a profound reluctance and indeed refusal to accept the light. 
They hate the light and refuse to come to it, and this too our Lord 
knows all too well. They love their own position — and we read 
later in the Gospel that Pilate knew that it was from jealousy that the 
chief priests handed our Lord over to them. They were jealous for 
their position and spiritual power. So our Lord finishes, rises and 
steps forward. He will not only proceed to heal the man of his 
hopeless affliction, but he will endeavour to snap the bonds that are 
blinding his enemies. He will show them by his effortless 
supernatural power the absurdity of their contentions. So he 
addresses the Pharisees and teachers, “7 ask you, which is lawful on 
the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?” 
But no answer. They do not want to be overwhelmed in debate by 
this signal individual before them, and particularly in public before 
the town. Christ cannot draw them to converse with him on the 
matter before them because they are intent on his condemnation, and 
nothing will lead them to accept his light. So, sovereignly and 
without hesitation, he directs the man to hold out his limp and useless 
hand. Silently, and in an instant, the hand is restored. Remembering 
the quality of the wine our Lord changed from water at the wedding 
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feast of Cana, we may presume that the hand of the man was restored 
to an exceptional strength and ease. 

But what effect did this action have on the enemies of our 
Lord? It had no effect at all. We read that "they were furious and 
began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus ” 
(Luke 6:6-11). On the one hand our Lord’s action shows the 
almighty power and mercy of God for the one suffering, and on the 
other hand we have the spectacle of hard and unyielding sin. There 
are two diamonds, as it were. The one is the far larger and it is 
absolutely lustrous. The other is small, dark and very, very hard. It 
will continue on in its hardness. Let us sell all we have and go for 
the large one — that one is Christ, the treasure in the field, the pearl 
of great price, our all. 
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Tuesday of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 6:1-11; Psalm 149; Luke 6:12-19 

Jesus departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in 
prayer to God. When day came, he called his disciples to himself, 
and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also named Apostles: 
Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, 
Simon who was called a Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. And he came down with them 
and stood on a stretch of level ground. A great crowd of his disciples 
and a large number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and 
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the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon came to hear him and to be 
healed of their diseases; and even those who were tormented by 
unclean spirits were cured. Everyone in the crowd sought to touch 
him because power came forth from him and heeded them all. (Luke 
6:12-19) 

Our call Our Gospel today describing the call of the 

Twelve is from St Luke. St Matthew records the prior call of Simon 
and his brother Andrew, and James and his brother John (5:18-22). 
This is common to Mark (1:16-20) and Luke, except that in Luke’s 
account Andrew is not mentioned at Simon’s call (5:1-11). Matthew 
narrates his own call at his tax collector’s booth (9:9), and then, 
having referred to the “disciples” during his account, tells us that our 
Lord “ summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority ” to 
exorcize and to cure (10:1). The names of these Twelve are then 
listed by Matthew. There are various differences in the lists of the 
Twelve which the Synoptic Gospels provide, but for our purposes 
here, the comparison to be noted is that between Mark and Luke. In 
Mark , there is the call of “ Levi the son of Alphaeus,” at his tax 
collector’s booth (2: 14) and then in the following chapter (3:13), 
Jesus goes up the mountain and summons the men he has decided on. 
These come and join him. “ He named twelve as his companions 
whom he would send to preach the good news.” They are “the 
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Twelve ” (3: 3-19). In Luke , Jesus goes up the mountain to pray and 
spends the whole night in prayer to God, after which he calls his 
disciples and selects the Twelve (6: 12-19). The account which 
Mark gives (3: 13-19) is closer to Luke’s in that our Lord goes up the 
mountain and there gathers the Twelve. There are differences, 
though. In Mark, Jesus goes “ up the mountain ” and calls to himself 
“those he wanted, and they went to him ” (3:13). In Luke, our Lord 
went “up into the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer 
to God" (6:12). It is a much more solemn portrayal. It was when it 
was day, after this special night of prayer, that Christ called his 
disciples and from them he chose twelve — and he named them 
Apostles (6:13). These details are not mentioned by Mark, whereas 
Mark does tell us that he chose them to be with him, and to send 
them out to preach (3:14).The thing to notice in Luke’s account, 
which is our Gospel today, is the solemnity of our Lord’s choice of 
the Twelve and his special naming of them. 

Our Lord spent the whole night in prayer to God before his 
choice, and he named them Apostles. It is reminiscent of what St 
Paul tells us in one of his Letters, that before the world began, God 
chose us, chose us in Christ to be full of love in his sight. This tells 
us that we are the products, each of us, of the Creator’s personal 
choice — and that, from all eternity. This eternal choice is both 
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extremely difficult to envisage, and breathtaking in its implications. 
It is difficult to envisage because of the incalculable complexity of 
history. Consider the multitude of factors contributing to the 
occurrence of one single event. Take, say, a tragic collision on the 
roads between two cars, bringing to an end four lives. If, for 
instance, there had been some small change in circumstances, such as 
stopping to get petrol rather than continuing, there would have been 
no crash. The two cars would not have collided at that moment. 
Every person’s existence is due to the convergence of numerous 
circumstances, none of which are necessary. A person is born and 
lives out his life, but what would have happened were it not for the 
chance meeting of his parents? I am thinking of the case of parents 
who met by the most unlikely of chances. So much happens 
seemingly because of chance events. The history of humanity seems 
to be made up of a vast ocean of chance events. But however much 
the world may appear as an unfolding ocean of coincidences, in fact 
the providence of the Creator contains it all within an almighty grasp. 
All is in the hand of God, and God’s purposes are attained through it 
all. He had each of us in mind from all eternity, each of us by name, 
chosen by him in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. Just 
as Christ thought of each of the Twelve during that night of prayer, 
followed by his personal choice of them the next day, so God our 
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almighty Father has had each of us in mind from all eternity. His 
providence, enfolding all of creation, has been bringing into being 
each and all of his children. The imagination boggles at the thought 
of its complexity, and it is breathtaking in its implications for the 
almighty power of God. The love of God for each of us is almighty 
in its reach. 

God loves me and has chosen me in Christ to be full of love in 
his sight. Let us think of this personal vocation possessed by each of 
us, which is just as real as the personal vocation of each of the 
Twelve called by Jesus Christ on that morning following the night he 
spent in prayer to God his heavenly Father. As St Paul writes, Christ 
loved me and gave himself up for me. This is the love I mean, St 
John writes, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 John 4: 10). Let us base our 
whole life on this solid foundation, the personal, loving choice of 
God for each of us — each of us by name. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 7:25-31; Psalm 44; Luke 6:20-26 

Looking at his disciples, Jesus said: Blessed are you who are 
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger 
now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for 
you will laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, when they 
exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of 
the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great 
is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the 
prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you have already 
received your comfort. Woe to you who are well fed now, for you 
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will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and 
weep. Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how 
their fathers treated the false prophets. (Luke 6:20-26) 

That which lasts Most would regard Socrates, Plato and 
Aristotle as the greatest of the ancient philosophers, and among the 
greatest in human history. In the early centuries of the Church — as 
exemplified in Augustine — Plato was of particular influence. 
Whereas in the Middle Ages — as exemplified in Aquinas — when 
the works of Aristotle became available and known, Aristotle loomed 
the larger. I do not think, though, that either Socrates, or Plato or 
Aristotle asked the question, Why does the world exist! They 
attempted to give a metaphysical account of its nature as being — 
i.e., a form of existence — that is caused, that changes, that is 
contrived or ordered, and that is varied in quality and perfection. But 
why is there a world, rather than not ? Their position was, I think, that 
the world simply is. It is just a fact and therefore it always was a 
fact. What is not necessarily a fact is the current form it has — this 
evidently changes and is caused and is ordered and is varied, and it is 
this that needs to be explained. Their philosophical notion of God 
arose from these questions, not the question of why this changing, 
caused and ordered reality we call the world exists at all. The 
problem of being that is radically contingent — that in no way needs 
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to be and yet that is — did not much arise. I think we could say that 
this question arose because of the revealed doctrine of creation from 
nothing. On the one hand, the ordinary Christian accepted and lived 
with this doctrine that the one God created and sustains all that is. 
On the other, great minds were led to reflect in philosophical fashion 
on the very being of this changing and ordered world. Aquinas, for 
instance, applied Aristotle’s distinction between the actual and the 
potential not only to the nature of things (which Aristotle did), but to 
their very being. The upshot of all this intellectual consideration was 
an enhanced awareness of the radical contingency of everything of 
our experience, a contingency at the level of being. This is not just a 
philosophical issue. For any wise person the issue is, am I placing 
my bets on that which is ultimately ephemeral? Am I taking my 
stand on what will assuredly crumble? 

In our Gospel passage today, we have St Luke’s version of 
what are called Christ’s beatitudes. In a slightly different form they 
begin St Matthew’s presentation of the Sermon on the Mount. Our 
Lord sets forth the one who has true riches, the one who possesses 
things of substance, the one whose life is founded not on the 
ephemeral but on that which cannot pass away. He describes those 
who are truly blessed. Countless numbers of books have been 
written reflecting on the implications of what our Lord describes as 
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the blessedness of those who are poor, those who hunger, mourn, and 
who suffer. At its heart is our Lord’s grand point that if your hunger 
and your suffering stems from your possession of what will never fail 
— namely union with him — then you are truly blessed. A person 
may sense that there is nothing in this world that is of ultimate 
substance and that everything to be gained in this life is under the 
ultimate threat of dissolution. You can’t take it with you, is the 
popular saying. But what to do about this? What is the way through 
to happiness and true wealth in this passing world, even in the midst 
of adversity? How in this life can a blessedness be gained that is not 
profoundly and radically contingent? There is an answer to this, and 
it is that Christ is the pearl to be gained, the treasure to be acquired at 
all costs. Once this is done, then even if poverty and suffering come, 
we have every reason to be joyful. Indeed, Christ assures us, if 
poverty, setbacks and adversity come precisely because of our 
possession of Christ, then our situation is especially blessed. We are 
following in the footsteps of our Master and Friend. It is the path to 
glory. “ Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you 
when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject 
your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day 
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and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven’’’ (Luke 
6 : 20 - 26 ). 

If we gain Christ and union with him, we have found the 
treasure of the world. This is the one treasure that stands forever. It 
is the one possession that is not radically contingent. Christ is our 
joy in this life amid setbacks and disappointments — even to the 
ultimate point of death. He is our lasting joy, the joy that lasts 
beyond this life into eternity. He is the Rock of the ages and the 
Rock of eternity and he is so accessible to all. Outside of him all is 
sand, a sand that crumbles. 
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Thursday of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 8:1-7.11-13; Psalm 138; Luke 6:27-38 

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
ill-treat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the 
other cdso. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking 
your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what 
belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. And if you do 
good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you ? Even 
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‘sinners ’ do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to 
‘sinners ’, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do 
good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will 
not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. 
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, 
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you. (Luke 6: 27-38) 

The divine surprise There are many significant advantages 
for the theist and for the religious person in taking an interest in the 
religions of man and in the history of thought. If we consider the 
religions of ancient Greece, Rome and Egypt, we find ourselves 
viewing a very mixed situation, of course. An obviously common 
element is its polytheism. Numerous gods populated the religious 
imagination of the classical period of history, which itself constituted 
the foundations of Western culture. It would be absurd, of course, to 
attempt a generalization requiring expertise in such a broad sweep of 
cultural history. But it is legitimate to articulate a distinct 
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impression. My impression is that the gods of ancient history 
reflected fallen man. They were proud, petulant, often in rivalry, and 
rather unconcerned for man’s welfare unless placated and enticed by 
the careful observance of ritual — that is, unless mollified by 
recognition. They married, had their offspring, warred, were easily 
irritated, and at times jockeyed for position in the pecking order of 
the heavens. They were anything but holy, as a Christian would 
conceive it. Were they noted for their special love for man? Not at 
all. They had the attitude towards man that might be expected of the 
average ruler. If we consider indigenous religions, a common feature 
is that the highest god recedes into remoteness after his creative 
activity is over. Lesser spirits then bear upon man. There are some 
interesting exceptions: African traditional religion can show a 
surprisingly exalted notion of the high god. I am thinking of, say, the 
Nuer and the Massai religions. But are their high gods distinguished 
for their desire to love and be loved by man? No. What could we say 
of Allah in Islam? Allah, exalted as he is, asks man for total 
submission. He does not descend to man’s level to ask that he and 
man enter a covenant mutual love. If we take the history of 
Philosophy, beginning with, say, the philosophy of Socrates, Plato 
and Aristotle, and passing to philosophical systems that have not 
been influenced by Judaeo-Christian revelation, and if we are 
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speaking of a God who is other than the world, then once again we 
get the impression of a God who is very distant, especially distant in 
love. 

Of course, God is indeed distant. By this I mean that he 
transcends man and he is the Ruler of all. There is much that the 
religions and philosophies in history have perceived that is true, and 
there were early Christian Fathers who understood and taught this. 
Seeds of the Word were to be found amid the nations. But what is 
most distinctive about the Christian revelation is its insistence that 
God is love. God so loved the world that he sent his only Son to save 
the world. God loves me, is the discovery of the Christian. It may 
take years to discover this, but when it is realized, it involves a very 
new image and concept of the divine. I tend to think that man by 
nature tends to regard God as being not very friendly. He is not very 
kind. He is not very understanding or interested. He is either a long 
way off, or very near precisely in order to pounce and punish. My 
suggestion would be that this is largely the effect of the guilt-ridden 
conscience — and modern Western man who is deficient in the sense 
of sin tosses overboard this wearisome notion of a god. But the 
revolutionary character of the Christian religion lies in this central 
feature, that God is absolutely one and that he is pure love. His 
almighty power shows itself in his love and mercy. In parable after 
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parable and above all in his own life, Christ revealed that God is rich 
in mercy. At the heart of all that is, there throbs a Heart of love. All 
that there is flows from the creative act of this love. It is a love that 
is patient and kind and one which expects to be imitated. And so our 
Lord teaches us that we are to live in imitation of God who is our 
Father. “ Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you. If someone 
strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone 
takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do 
not demand it back ” (Luke 6:27-38). If we are not merciful and kind, 
we shall be absolutely unlike our heavenly Father who is merciful. 
Further, there is this dire warning: “For with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.” 

Let us immerse ourselves in the doctrine of the most holy 
Trinity. The Father loves the Son with an infinite, eternal love. The 
Son returns this love in infinite measure, and the Holy Spirit is this 
love in person. All this is conveyed to the baptized person, and he is 
asked by Christ — through the utterance of the Church — to live in 
such a way that this compassionate, undying, merciful love is 
manifested in his daily life and interaction with his fellows. This is 
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the way we win souls for Christ, by reflecting his love for us 
as he reflected to perfection the love of the Father. 

-- 


just 
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Friday of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 9:16-19.22-27; Ps.83; Luke 6:39-42 

Jesus also told the people this parable: Can a blind man lead a 
blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above 
his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 
Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and 
pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to 
your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye, ’ when 
you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, 
first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s eye. (Luke 6:39-42) 
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One’s own sin Many decades ago I attended an address 
given by the editor of a leading Sydney tabloid. He made the point 
that the Church is news, and of course news is what the tabloid 
markets. As a marketer of news, its sales depend on how attractively 
its distinctive product, the news, is packaged. Many categories of 
news are of immediate interest to the public — the financial state of 
society, tragedies and mishaps, natural disasters, the outbreak of war 
and its progress, and so forth. There is one category of news which, I 
have often noticed, is especially seized upon by media outlets — be 
they tabloids, serious newspapers, television and radio media — and 
that is, ethical issues. A flagrant violation of law in society rivets the 
attention of the public, but what media professionals especially 
delight in is the investigative reporting of unethical or immoral 
practice, which may or may not be criminal behaviour as such. 
While the Church has been news, what is of greater interest to 
newsmakers is ethics, immorality and secret crime. But further 
things can be said about this. Firstly, failures in ethics and morality 
are not regarded by the media as sinful — the question of sin is 
deemed to be a purely private and subjective issue. There is crime, 
immoral and unethical behaviour. This must be brought to light, and 
all delight in doing so. But there is no sin, because sin involves God 
and God is a matter for each person and is not a public fact. It would 
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be a laughing matter for the media to accuse a politician or political 
leader of committing a serious sin. But it is no laughing matter to 
accuse a political leader of unethical or immoral behaviour. While 
sin is just a joke, ethics is most newsworthy and the public love 
soap-opera presentations of ethical misdemeanours. That is the first 
point to be made. The second is this. While people readily condemn 
others for moral failure if this comes to light, few accuse themselves 
of moral failure, let alone of sin. There is a perennial readiness to 
denounce others for their imprudence and moral lapses, but it is a 
rarity to see someone with an abiding sense of personal fault and sin. 

That is to say, we are quick to condemn others, but slow to 
admit our own fault to ourselves. One thinks of the scene in the 
Gospel of St John in which the religious leaders brought to our Lord 
a woman caught in her immoral behaviour. Moses condemned such 
as her to stoning — what did he, Jesus, have to say? They wanted to 
catch him, but their action illustrates the tendency of man to avoid 
admission of personal sin. Our Lord replied that the one who is free 
of sin was to be the first to cast a stone. The way he said this and 
what he then did somehow conveyed to each the burning fact of their 
own sinfulness, for they left one by one. They readily condemned 
evil behaviour, but were blind to its presence in themselves. It took 
our Lord’s words to unmask it, and the power of the accusing 
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conscience did the rest. They retreated from the scene. It reminds us 
of the very beginning when, having sinned, Adam and Eve hid in the 
Garden from the sight of God. They were engulfed in shame and 
afraid of the anger of God. But, interestingly, they still were reluctant 
to admit to their sin. God said, “Tow have eaten of the tree of which / 
commanded you not to eat!” The man said, “The woman you placed 
at my side gave me fruit from the tree and l ate.” The woman — 
whom, in any case, God had placed at his side — was to blame. 
“What have you done?” God asked the woman. She too avoided 
admission of sin. “ The Serpent deceived me, and I ate.” Man will 
dodge, if he can, the accusation of personal sin. His conscience, 
clearly echoing the voice of God, is most powerful in its judgment of 
guilt. Man shuts the door to that voice and puts himself out of 
earshot. He prefers to be deaf to it, all the while condemning 
wrongdoing in others. All this illustrates the pertinency of our 
Lord’s words in the Gospel of today. They are relevant to every 
place and time. “ How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me 
take the speck out of your eye, ’ when you yourself fail to see the 
plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye ” (Luke 6:39-42). 
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It has often been observed — and the Second Vatican Council, 
quoting Pope Pius XII also made the observation — that the sin of 
our age is the loss of the sense of sin. We have become blind to our 
sinful condition. Of course, man in every age struggles to see his 
sinfulness clearly, but in our age the denial is especially forceful. At 
the heart of the fault is the denial of the objective and ever-present 
fact of God. There are no sins, there is only immorality — and it is 
the other person who is immoral and unethical. This blindness must 
be overcome, for at the heart of religion is the acceptance of our true 
condition. On this basis we can welcome our Redeemer with 
heartfelt praise and gratitude — and on this basis we are best able to 
help our neighbour too. 
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Saturday of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, 

and your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those 
who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; Psalm 115; Luke 6:43-49 

No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good 
fruit. Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. People do not pick 
figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings 
good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. Why do you call me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, ’ and do not do what I say? I will show you what he is like who 
comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He is 
like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
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foundation on rock. When the flood came, the torrent struck that 
house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one 
who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a 
man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The 
moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction 
was complete. (Luke 6: 43-49) 

The Rock Very many of the passages of the Gospels give 
the impression of being what we might call “sayings” of our Lord. 
These sayings may sum up teachings involving many more parables 
than are given in the Gospels, or they may reduce to pithy form his 
more copious explanations and instructions. Perhaps our Lord 
repeated these sayings often and thus instilled them into the memory 
of his disciples. Often passages give the impression of consisting of 
such sayings placed together in a mnning account. In the Gospels 
our Lord is shown making great use of analogies. I suspect that in 
his human intellect he gravitated towards concrete analogy. He 
continually saw likenesses and humanly he had a predilection for 
metaphor. He grasped the good with profundity and expressed it 
simply and with instinctive artistry. The good tree that produces 
good fruit illustrates the good man bringing good things from what is 
in his heart. A bad tree is analogous to the bad man whose heart is 
full of evil things and it is those that come forth from him. Then 
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comes the “saying”. “For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth 
speaks His point is that it is the inner heart of man that must be 
made good. This having been said, another saying is given which is 
not necessarily connected with what immediately precedes it. It 
means that the Gospels give themselves to ease of meditation, for 
one or two sentences can be treated as a unit — and that is exactly 
what they often are. They can be memorized gradually and their 
connections with other sayings can be noticed. Moreover, elements 
in each saying can be brought to life by imagining our Lord drawing 
directly from his close contact with the life of ordinary people over 
many years. “ Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. People do not 
pick figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers.’’'’ The ordinary 
course and even the constitution of the world are shown by Christ as 
supporting and illustrating fundamental doctrines of religion. 

Following our Lord’s illustration of the fruit that each tree 
produces, there is given another of his illustrations, with a different 
point. Our Lord, we remember, was by trade a carpenter-builder, to 
which, humanly speaking, he was introduced by his foster-father 
Joseph. We can imagine our Lord and Joseph often over the many 
years of life at Nazareth constructing dwellings. The tiny settlement 
at Nazareth was near the cosmopolitan city of Zepphoris, which at 
this time was undergoing a multi-faceted development. We can 
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imagine Joseph and Jesus often working together on dwellings and 
other buildings in that city. The illustration he gives here perhaps 
suggests his work in Nazareth: the building of a dwelling not on 
sandy or loose soil, but on rock below which required a lot of 
digging. This activity rises immediately before our Lord’s mind as 
an apt analogy for the fundamental human activity of hearing and 
obeying the word of God. This chapter is like the Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew in that it follows Luke’s statement of the 
Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-26). In this chapter, Christ speaks especially 
to his disciples. It is not enough to say to him, Lord! Lord! (Luke 6: 
43-49) Much more is expected of a disciple than that. Our Lord 
expects obedience to his word. Just as a house must be built on rock, 
rock which must be first reached and made the foundation, so 
discipleship must be based on hearing, knowing and accepting 
Christ’s word and putting it into practice. Christ, then, is the rock, 
and building on him means acknowledging him as Lord precisely by 
hearing and obeying his word. In a different Gospel, our Lord would 
refer to a rock on which he himself would build. “Tow are Peter 
(Rock), ” he said to Simon, “and on this Rock I will build my Church, 
and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it ” (Matthew 16:18). 
The floods and the elements of Satan will be unable to topple this 
House Christ built on this rock. He, Simon, would utter the word of 
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God in Christ’s name, and men must obey it, for “Whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven .” 

Let us build our daily life on rock. That rock is Christ and he is 
found in the Church which he himself has built on the rock of Simon 
Peter. Our daily life must be, in its essence, accepting and obeying 
what Christ has revealed, and this comes to us in his body the 
Church. In this lies our ultimate security. The rain, the flood, the 
fire and all the elements of this world and the underworld might beat 
against the house, but if it is founded on Christ and his word, all will 
be well. As St Thomas More wrote in a letter to his daughter, though 
I lose my head I’ll come to no harm. 

-- 
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 50:5-9a; Psalm 116:1-6, 8-9; 

James 2:14-18; Mark 8:27-35 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, Who do people say / 
am? They replied, Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who 
do you say I am? Peter answered, You are the Christ. Jesus warned 
them not to tell anyone about him. He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, 
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and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus 
turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. Get behind me, 
Satan! he scud. You do not have in mind the things of God, but the 
things of men. Then he called the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the 
gospel will save it. (Mark 8: 27-35) 

In God’s Plan The movie, The Passion of the Christ, 
produced by Mel Gibson, opens with a quotation from the Suffering 
Servant Song of the prophet Isaiah: “ He was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed'’’ 
(Isaiah 53:5). The date of the prophecy is given: several centuries 
before the birth of Christ. Christ and his passion are presented as the 
fulfilment of the prophecies. The movie then moves to the scene of 
Christ in agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. A serpent slithers 
towards Jesus and he crashes its head. Jesus is the fulfilment of the 
prophecy in Genesis 3:15, that the seed of the woman will crush the 
serpent’s head. The Scriptures had predicted the coming of the great 
King, the descendant of David and the occupier of his throne. He 
would be the anointed one, the Messiah, and in him the promises of 


- 1688 - 



God would be fulfilled. In our Gospel today, our Lord asks his 
disciples who people say he is — and then he asks his disciples who 
they say he is. In the words of Simon, he is the coming Messiah. 
But what was full of mystery was the exact nature and course of the 
Messiah’s mission. Generally it was assumed that the Messiah 
would institute a utopian age, in which the people would be liberated 
from foreign oppression and given over to the service of God in a 
reign of peace. The world would be changed. Christ appeared on the 
scene, gradually revealing that he was the promised Messiah, but that 
much of what they expected was a complete misinterpretation. 
Seeing him, his very nature as divine was missed and not accepted. 
Altogether new and yet in full accord with the prophecies, was the 
revelation that he, as the Servant of Yahweh, would be a Suffering 
Servant. And so we have our Lord in today’s Gospel speaking with 
insistence on his suffering and death. “ Then Jesus began to teach 
them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this ” 
(Mark 8:27-35). 

The violent death of Jesus Christ was not the result of an 
unfortunate set of circumstances, but was essential in God’s saving 
plan. As St Peter explains to the Jews in his first sermon at 
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Pentecost, “This Jesus was delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of GocF (Acts 2:23). God had his plan for 
man’s salvation, and in view of this plan he permitted the acts which 
flowed from the blindness of Jesus’ enemies. Christ did not simply 
get caught and then haplessly and swiftly executed. The prophet 
Isaiah (53:11-12) had foretold the sufferings and death of God’s 
Servant, the righteous one. Jesus’ redemptive death fulfils these 
prophecies. He is the Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53:7-8. Jesus himself 
explained the meaning of his life and death in the light of God’s 
Suffering Servant (Matthew 20:28). This is reflected in the Acts of 
the Apostles (Acts 8:32-35). After his Resurrection Jesus shed this 
great light on the Scriptures in his instruction to the disciples on their 
way to Emmaus, and then to the Apostles together (Luke 24:25-27, 
44-45). As a result, the Apostles and Peter had a clear 
understanding, coming from Christ himself, that all are “ransomed” 
from sin “ with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot ” (1 Peter 1:18-20). St Paul hands on to his 
readers the same message that had been handed on to him, that 
“Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and 
then... rose again on the third day ” (1 Cor 15:3). He wrote that the 
sin of man is punishable by death (Romans 5:12), but Christ stood in 
our place. God “ made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
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we might become the righteousness of God ” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
This is an astonishing revelation and it brought to the world a 
revolutionary understanding of God. Jesus, utterly free of sin, took 
to himself our sinful state and was treated accordingly. He entered 
the river Jordan to be baptized, as the one standing in our place. He 
cried out from the Cross asking the Father “why have you abandoned 
me?”, as the one standing in our place. As St Paul writes, God “ did 
not spare his own son, but gave him up for us all, ” so that we might 
be " reconciled to God by the death of his Son ” (Romans 8:32, 5:10). 

There never has been, nor is there, nor will there ever be, a 
single human being for whom Christ did not suffer and die. He 
suffered for Mary, his own mother. It was in virtue of the merits of 
his future sacrifice that his mother was preserved free from original 
sin, and endowed with such abundant grace throughout her sinless 
life. The death of Christ was not just a sad end. It was a central 
element in the redemptive plan of God for mankind. Christ did not 
lose his life. He gave it up. He did this in order to take away the sin 
of the world, for this was the will of his heavenly Father. It is this 
which is made present at Mass, and it is this which we are called to 
share in. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.599-605 
(Christ’s redemptive death in the divine plan of salvation) 

-- 
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Monday of the twenty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 11:17-26.33; Psalm 39; Luke7:l-10 

When Jesus had finished all his words to the people, he entered 
Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave who was ill and about to 
die, and he was valuable to him. When he heard about Jesus, he sent 
elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and save the life of his 
slave. They approached Jesus and strongly urged him to come, 
saying, “He deserves to have you do this for him, for he loves our 
nation and he built the synagogue for us. ” And Jesus went with them, 
but when he was only a short distance from the house, the centurion 
sent friends to tell him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for 1 am not 
worthy to have you enter under my roof. Therefore, / did not 
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consider myself worthy to come to you; but say the word and let my 
servant be heeded. For 1 too am a person subject to authority, with 
soldiers subject to me. And / say to one, Go, and he goes; and to 
another, Come here, and he comes; and to my slave, Do this, and he 
does it. ” When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him and, turning, 
scud to the crowd following him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith. ” When the messengers returned to the house, they 
found the slave in good health. (Luke 7:1-10) 

Freedom The man was a pagan. There is no suggestion that 
he was a convert to the Jewish faith. I am speaking of the centurion 
in our Gospel passage today. We are not told from what country he 
came — it may have been from Italy, even from Rome, but it could 
have been from anywhere in the Empire. There would be future 
Emperors who were not Italian — Trajan and Hadrian were from 
Spain. This centurion’s religion could have been any one of the 
many that were rife in the Empire — it may have been a kind of 
ancestor worship, or he may have approximated to the religion of the 
Jewish nation. Whatever of these possibilities, he was a good man. 
He had regard for his slave and he did not want him to die — he was 
not just a pawn in his hands. The Jewish elders of the place regarded 
him as a very deserving man, despite their dislike of the Roman 
occupation. He had actually built the Synagogue of Capernaum for 
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them. The elders told Jesus that he “loved” the Jewish nation, which 
may have been very unusual for the Roman occupier. Elsewhere in 
the Gospel, Pilate is reported as having massacred Jews in the 
Temple. Furthermore, he did not presume to come to Jesus himself 

— he sent “ elders of the Jews ” to represent him, and they did so 
willingly, and actively advocated for him. When he saw, or was told 
of Jesus approaching his house, he sent ‘ friends ” — not just servants 

— to Jesus to tell him he was not worthy to have him enter his home. 
This was not just an exercise in politeness. The centurion did not 
feel up to having Jesus enter his dwelling, so overwhelmed was he at 
having such a holy person grace his house. His humility did not 
admit of it, and Jesus did not press to enter. The centurion made it 
clear, though, that he had no doubt that Jesus had the power simply 
to command the mortal sickness to leave his servant, and it would be 
done. He was a very good man, religious — for he had built a 
Synagogue — humble, very respectful before Jesus of Nazareth, and 
had unbounded faith in his power. Further, Christ was absolutely 
astonished with him. In what mattered, namely, faith, the centurion 
had few peers. “ When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him and, 
turning, said to the crowd following him, 7 tell you, not even in 
Israel have I found such faith”' (Fuke 7:1-10). 
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It is remarkable to think that one man can make so much of the 
relatively little that he has, while another can so tragically abuse the 
wondrous blessings he has. The same has obtained in the beginning, 
as in the course of history. It is generally understood that 
Satan/Lucifer was among the most illustriously endowed of the 
angelic beings. His intelligence must have been of the highest order, 
and his gifts of grace of a similar level if not higher. He came from 
the creative hand of God a great and good being, with immense 
spiritual potential and an eternity of loving service of God ahead of 
him. But he turned out so very, very bad, unspeakably bad, bad 
beyond description, and irrevocably set on a course of hatred against 
his Maker, being the arch-wrecker till the end of time. He began in 
the company of others of his order — although each angel is his own 
species. There were those who remained faithful to God, and those 
who followed him in rebellion. Again, our first parents came from 
the hand of God wholly good, good in nature, and endowed with 
supernatural gifts of grace. Inexplicably, they chose, freely chose, to 
turn against God and reject his sovereign authority. It is accepted 
that they repented and are saved, but the consequences were 
horrendous for man — man was left bereft of the supernatural 
endowments that were his, and limping badly as a result — indeed 
doomed to death. How sad! And so we turn to our Gospel today 
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(Luke 7:1-10) and contemplate our centurion. Little though he had 
in terms of revealed teaching, he was so good a person, and as a 
consequence so disposed to believe, that he won Christ’s praise and 
admiration. But contemplate, on the other hand, many of those 
blessed with God’s revelation and his choice. Many of the scribes 
and Pharisees, many of the Sadducees, many of the priests and 
certainly the Temple aristocracy, hated Jesus the more they saw of 
him. He was a threat to their pretended sovereignty. Contemplate 
Judas Iscariot who began so well as to have been chosen by Christ to 
be his special companion and co-worker in establishing and 
extending the Kingdom. He turned out so very, very badly. It is 
remarkable how one man chooses the good, while the other chooses 
the bad. 

Whatever might be our endowments or lack of them, we have 
the power to choose, and to choose well. Let us ensure that we do 
choose well! It is a matter of life and death, both now and forever. 
Let us appreciate the awesome gift of freedom, which makes us so 
like unto God our Father. Let us choose well, then! This means 
choosing for Christ and his will day by day. This is the key to being 
good and to growing in goodness. It is the work of grace which 
transforms us into the likeness of Christ, but we on our part must 
choose well. We must choose what is right, which is to say, what is 
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the will of God as it comes from the lips of Christ, brought to us by 
his Church. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the twenty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 12:12-14.27-31; Psalm 99; 

Luke 7:11-17 

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his 
disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he approached 
the town gate, a dead person was being carried out — the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town 
was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and 
he said, “Don’t cry. ” Then he went up and touched the bier they 
were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young 
man, I say to you, get up! ” The dead man sat up and began to talk, 
and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were cdl filled with awe 
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and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us, ” they 
said. “God has come to help his people. ’’ This news about Jesus 
spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. (Luke 7: 11- 
17) 


God-with-us In the popular religion of classical times, and 
in many of the religions of man over the ages, the world is subject to 
arbitrary interventions by the deities. In the religious imagination of 
peoples unformed by the Judeo-Christian revelation, the world was 
not run primarily by law but by unpredictable forces, and especially 
by the somewhat unpredictable gods. It was imperative to get the 
gods on side, to get them to notice oneself, to keep them happy, and 
especially to enlist the interest of the god that had a special influence 
in the area of one’s concern — be it war, travel, fertility, love, or 
whatever. The ancestors, of course, could be among these minor 
deities. But by and large, if one did not work at attracting their 
sympathetic interest, one was in a ticklish position. Their moods or 
their lack of interest could cause great mishaps, even loss of life. 
The course of the world to a fair extent depended on the gods and 
goddesses. But man’s knowledge of the world advanced, and the 
discovery of the fact of law loomed in the mind of Western man. 
The universe was subject to law, and this law could be discovered by 
direct examination, experiment and testing. What this gradually 
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meant, though, was that there were now no gods — so it was 
assumed. Indeed, it came to be “perceived” that there was no 
supernatural at all. All there now was, was the world and its laws. 
So man was now subject not to the gods, but to the laws. This 
unspoken mentality became spoken, and the true God of Judeo- 
Christian revelation who superseded the gods of the peoples became 
the deist god of laws. He was but a deus-ex-machina, a useful 
explanation of the design that is seen everywhere in the universe and 
its laws, but in terms of the course of one’s life, an irrelevancy. Life 
now depended not on a god, but on the universe and its design, its 
laws, its necessary course. Thus God became absent. One was on 
one’s own, and what one had in God’s place was technology. At 
most, religion too (where present) was but a technology. What this 
also meant was that the prayer of petition was a nonsense. Further, 
any thought of an active and merciful providence, caring for the 
suffering individual, faded from the imagination of modem, secular 
man, the man of modern times. 

That is to say, all there is, is what you see. All there is, is this 
world. You are on your own in your troubles, except for your 
technical equipment, your latest pills and your computer with its 
access to the Internet. There is no unseen and powerful Friend to 
whom you can appeal, and on whom you can rely. Well then, this is 
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the modern bind that many people are in and for them the Gospel is 
immensely relevant. So it is that in Jesus Christ, man is presented 
with a radically different spectacle from what his secular 
environment would lead him to expect, yet one in profound harmony 
with all that for which he truly yearns. In our Gospel scene today 
(Luke 7: 11-17), out of the little village there appears a sight which is 
repeated unendingly across the centuries and the ages. A person dear 
to his mother, to his relatives, to his acquaintances, is being carried 
out for burial. What can be done? Nothing — the power of death is 
absolute. There is no use trying to think of some answer, some 
remedy — all the world knows from grim experience that nothing 
can be done. Even in an age of technology, far removed from the 
age depicted in our Gospel scene, nothing can be done when Death 
arrives. Its powerful arm cannot be resisted. Something of a fight 
can be mounted in resistance, but ultimately all such efforts are 
futile. When it strikes, and strike it will, there is nothing to be done. 
It is symptomatic of man’s ultimate dependence — indeed, his 
ultimate contingency. If the gods go, and if the true God is lost from 
sight because of the laws of the world, if he has in fact become a 
figment of the imagination, what is man to do? Well, the Good News 
is that God has appeared in person on the scene amid all the things 
that strike man down. He is there, he has been seen, and he takes the 
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initiative to ward off the arm of that which threatens man. Indeed, he 
shows that he is far, far the stronger. The funeral is moving out 
towards the cemetery, and suddenly Jesus Christ with the crowd of 
followers in tow, appears on the scene. He immediately understands. 
He steps forward and the funeral procession stops. In a moment 
everything is transformed. The young man, blooming now with life, 
is handed back to his thunderstruck mother, and the village is in 
unprecedented rejoicing. 

Man now has the revelation not only that God loves him, sees 
all, and wishes to assist and save him, but that God himself is with 
him as his Saviour. Jesus Christ is the blessing of all blessings on - 
this earth. He is God-with-us. Nothing can compare with knowing 
him as our Lord and Saviour. Indeed, as he said, Eternal life is this, 
to know you, Father, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. As St 
Paul writes, in Jesus Christ is found every heavenly blessing. Our 
Gospel scene today depicts this. It portrays a scene that happened 
once, a long time ago, but its relevance is immediate to each of us at 
any point in history. The same Jesus Christ lives now and as he saw 
that scene then, so he sees me now. Let us keep our gaze on him 
then, and take our part with him every day. 

-- 


- 1703 - 





Wednesday of the twenty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13; Psalm 32; Luke 7:31-35 

Jesus said, To what, then, can 1 compare the people of this 
generation? What are they like? They are like children sitting in the 
market-place and calling out to each other: 'We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not cry. ’ 
For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, 
and you say, 'Fie has a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and you say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners. ’ But wisdom is proved right by cdl her 
children. (Luke 7:31-35) 
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He came eating and drinking If God were to become 
man, as man he must necessarily be of a certain definite form. By 
this I mean that the incarnate God must, in assuming a definite 
human nature, adopt certain limitations. So it was that he was 
obviously of a certain height, and not taller — there were persons 
who were taller and shorter than he. He had a certain degree of 
physical strength — there were others who had greater and lesser 
physical strength than he. As man he obviously had a certain 
manner, a certain way of smiling, a way of conversing, a way of 
looking, a way of walking, a certain way of thinking, and a way of 
doing things that meant, of course, that there were other perfectly 
legitimate ways of doing things that were not his. In his humanity he 
expressed himself in the ways that were his, and as man he was 
limited to those ways. He was a divine person and the fullness of the 
godhead was present and expressed in his concrete humanity. When 
he acted divinely — as in his miracles or divine knowledge of things 
— he did so as the definite man he was. When, as God, he 
commanded the storm to subside immediately or the demons to 
depart forthwith, he did so with his own distinctive tone of voice and 
Galilean accent. This concrete character of the humanity of Jesus, 
divine person though he was, was also present in his entire apostolic 
mission. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 7:31-35), our Lord 
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alludes to the particular way he prosecuted his mission and it was not 
the way of, say, John the Baptist. John the Baptist “ came neither 
eating nor drinking wine ” — he was strikingly ascetic. So unusual 
was John in his asceticism that some who were ill-disposed to him 
said “/ie has a demon ” in him. Jesus, though, was quite different in 
his manner and style. He attended wedding feasts. He dined with 
publicans and sinners as he did with leading Pharisees. He mixed 
with all, met all, and the very surprise of the people of Nazareth at 
his wisdom and power shows the degree to which he was part of the 
ordinary scene all those years at Nazareth. Yet his high holiness was 
evident. At his baptism John said he, Jesus, ought to be baptizing 
him, and Christ challenged the leaders to find any sin in him. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene with Christ. Our 
Lord says of himself that u the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking .” That is to say, he was at one with all who wished to 
receive him. Our Lord was immensely approachable. I remember 
years ago Cardinal Ratzinger once said of Pope John Paul II that he 
had an incredible gift for human relations. Well, so much more 
could this be said of Christ. In his humanity Christ was singularly 
close to his fellow man. He was brother to all. At his baptism he 
entered the waters of the Jordan river to receive the baptism of 
sinners because he, utterly sinless as he was, had entered into 
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profound solidarity with all. This solidarity was shown in the entire 
style of his public ministry right to its bitter end. He died the worst 
kind of death of the time — death by crucifixion — showing the 
depth of solidarity with man that was his. Friendships are a great 
boon to life, and it cannot be presumed that others will be disposed to 
be one’s friend. But Christ was profoundly disposed to be the friend 
of all. He went through the length and breadth of the land of God’s 
chosen people inviting all into the Kingdom, and what was that 
Kingdom? It was union with him as his friend and disciple. The 
Kingdom of God is union with Jesus. I have not called you serx’ants, 
he said. I have called you friends. The vocation of man, he revealed, 
is to be a friend of Jesus Christ. What frustrates this is the reluctance 
or refusal of man himself. This too is alluded to in our Gospel 
passage today: ‘"The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you 
say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners. ’ But wisdom is proved right by all her children ” (Luke 
7:31-35). Our Lord says to all, just as he said to his hearers at the 
time, “ Come to me cdl you who labour and are overburdened, and 1 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am meek and humble of heart.” It is wondrous that God became man. 
It is also wondrous that in his entire humanity and ministry he 
revealed that he, God, is our Friend who comes asking that we be not 


- 1707 - 



merely his servant but his friend. Our Gospel today reminds us again 
of the great revelation made to us by Christ, that God is love. 

Let us understand well that we were made and chosen by God 
to live in Christ. Our fulfilment as human beings lies in the direction 
of love — of loving and being loved. It is Jesus Christ who, in God’s 
plan, is the term of this our calling. We are called to love him with 
all our heart, and the basis of this is the love he has for us. He loves 
each of us with all his heart — a heart that is both human and divine. 
Let us approach him then, and remain with him all our days. We 
shall find in him our best and truest Friend, as did all those to whom 
he came, “eating and drinking .” 
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Thursday of the twenty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Psalm 117; Luke7:36-50 

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with 
him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 
When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster 
jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she 
began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hear, kissed them and poured perfume on them. When the Pharisee 
who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is — that she is a sinner. Jesus answered him, Simon, I 
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have something to tell you. Tell me, teacher, he said. Two men owed 
money to a certain money-lender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he cancelled the debts of both. Now which of them will 
love him more? Simon replied, I suppose the one who had the bigger 
debt cancelled. You have judged correctly, Jesus said. Then he 
turned towards the woman and said to Simon, Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for 
my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hear. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time / 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my 
head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, 
her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who 
has been forgiven little loves little. Then Jesus scud to her, Your sins 
are forgiven. The other guests began to say among themselves, Who 
is this who even forgives sins? Jesus said to the woman, Your faith 
has saved you; go in peace. (Luke 7:36-50) 

A God of humility and love In one of his early sermons 
during the 1820s John Henry Newman discusses the knowledge man 
may have of God from nature. He points out the great prevalence of 
polytheism in human history and opines that one reason for the belief 
in numerous gods was that people could not imagine how the entire 
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universe could be the creation of only one God. It was also his view 
that the firm conviction of there being one Creator of the entire 
universe derived primarily from revealed religion rather than from 
human reasoning. The immensity of the work of God in creation is 
most certainly a cause of continuing wonder. The more science 
advances, the more ought man’s sense of the power and being of God 
increase. To think that the vast system of stars and planets of our 
universe, together with mankind, is sustained by the word of the 
great Being we call God! What a work is the work of creation! But if 
it is our conviction that there is one only God who is creator and lord 
of all, then our marvelling can only increase as we contemplate the 
mystery of the Incarnation. The great God became one of us. The 
Man of our Gospel scene today who mixed so easily, humbly and 
unassumingly among his fellow men was the Creator and Sustainer 
of all that is. Through him everything came to be and continued to 
be. The universe bespeaks the power and grandeur of the divine, and 
power and grandeur is lofty. It is distant. That is to say, instinctively 
we look up to it and we cower or bow before it, with our eyes 
tending to remain lowered. But Jesus, the Son of God made man, 
approaches us at our level and as one of us. In him God is 
approached familiarly, even failing to recognize him. Jesus is treated 
with respect, as a respected friend — but then, he is also ignored and 
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even treated with little dignity. In our Gospel passage today, our 
Lord reminds his host that he had not been granted normal 
courtesies. “/ came into your house. You did not give me any water 
for my feet ” and “you did not give me a kiss .” Infinite power is 
discovered to be devoid of self-exaltation. The great God is humble. 
It all tells us of the amazing character of God. 

But there is more to this self-revelation of God. Let us 
continue to place ourselves in our Gospel scene today. Our Lord is 
reclining at the meal in the house of his host, Simon the Pharisee. 
There he is, God at the table, eating with the Pharisee and with his 
fellow guests. God at the table! But there in their midst suddenly 
appears “a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town.” We read 
that, learning “ that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she 
brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at 
his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she 
wiped them with her hear, kissed them and poured perfume on them ” 
(Luke 7:36-50). God is so very accessible, even to the one whose 
conduct has not been pleasing to him. He is near to the sinner who 
comes to him seeking reconciliation. That this was a surprise is 
scarcely to be stated, for the Pharisee immediately began to reason 
within himself that Christ’s acceptance of the action of this sinful 
woman showed he could not be a prophet at all. Holiness would 
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have nothing to do with sin. God would not allow the proximity of 
sin. Of course, in the final analysis and at the very end this will 
indeed be so. At the end, there will be no sin in God’s presence. 
Those confirmed in sin will be forever banished from his presence. 
But consider the lengths to which the love and humility of God takes 
him. It takes him to the very pits of sin in order to redeem mankind 
from it, and our Gospel scene today illustrates this. The sinful 
though profoundly contrite woman freely and unhesitatingly 
approaches him and shows the most profound marks of love and 
respect. But let us contemplate the fact that Christ readily and out of 
love allowed this. It was the greatest surprise to the Pharisee. The 
great God is so accessible to sinful man, if man would but turn 
towards him and repent of his sin. God is humble. He is loving. He 
is not just man’s Master but comes to him as his Friend. The Gospel 
scene of today is illustrative of the revolutionary truth of revealed 
religion that God is pure, humble love. 

Jesus Christ constantly referred to the Lord God as his own 
dear Father. He is my Father, my own Father, he taught. He, the 
Son, was sent by the Father to be with sinful man and to endow him 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit. So it is that we too can address God 
as our Father. St Paul writes that we now address God as “Abba!”, 
Father, dear Father! As the woman readily approached Christ and 
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received forgiveness from him, we too can readily approach the 
Father knowing that he is at hand and full of love. Let us never take 
for granted the wonder of what God has revealed. 

-- 
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Friday of the twenty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Psalm 16; Luke 8:1-3 

After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to 
another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The 
Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of 
evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of 
Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were 
helping to support them out of their own means. (Luke 8: 1-3) 

The mission We have in these few sentences a snapshot of 
Christ and his apostolic band in action. Jesus was on the move. 
Notice one thing. Can you think of a single prophet in the Old 
Testament — and let us include the last of the prophets before Christ, 
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John the Baptist — who travelled throughout the country constantly 
as did Jesus Christ? John the Baptist awaited the people and they 
came to him. Christ went everywhere seeking them out ‘from one 
town and village to another ” — and in another Gospel, it is 
mentioned that he visited “farms” too. We are given many instances 
of our Lord visiting private dwellings, whereas John the Baptist 
remained in the desert and those who wished to do so sought him 
out. But Christ visited the home of Zacchaeus, the leading tax 
collector. He visited the home of the synagogue official to heal his 
daughter. He was on his way to visit the home of the centurion when 
the centurion sent a message saying he was not worthy to have him 
under his roof. He who is God was revealing how God, as the 
Shepherd of his people, takes the initiative and seeks out the straying 
sheep. But further, Christ did not do this alone. He travelled in a 
band. This is another difference we notice when we compare Christ 
with many of the prophets who preceded him. The prophets had 
disciples, but in general those disciples were not expected to plunge 
into the prophet’s ministry and share in it. Christ expected his 
disciples to share in his mission — not all in the same way, but just 
as he was apostolic, so were they to be apostolic. From the outset of 
his ministry Christ called to himself “ apostles ” — they were to be his 
‘envoys’or‘ambassadors’. They were to be fishers of men. Being a 
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friend and disciple of Jesus was a very missionary business, and it 
did not let up when he was gone. Just before he ascended into 
heaven he charged his disciples to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations. While the Twelve were most closely 
associated with him in his grand work, others were involved too. 
Some women moved with the troop attending to the support 
mechanisms. 

It was a prelude to the era of the Church. There was Christ, the 
heart and soul of the Christian community, leading the way. Without 
him the great group was nothing, but the group was an essential part 
of the mission. It is hard to imagine Christ at this work without 
them. He sent seventy-two out ahead of him in pairs to prepare the 
way before him. It is a paradigm of the era of the Spirit when Jesus 
would be gone from sight but present and active in the midst of his 
Church through his Holy Spirit. Do I regard myself as a disciple and 
friend of Jesus Christ? Well then, in what sense am I participating in 
his apostolic mission? Of course, our Gospel scene today (Luke 8: 
1-3) was not the only way of sharing in his work. The greatest of our 
Lord’s disciples was his own mother. She was out of sight, but oh! 
How close she was to him, and how totally did she accompany him 
in his messianic mission. How powerfully her love and her prayers 
accompanied all he did, and how profound was her union with him in 
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all his hopes, his actions, his sufferings. Christ’s greatest apostolic 
feat was his passion and death. By this exploit he redeemed the 
world. Where was Mary? Mary was with him at the last, as he stood 
at the breach locked in the ultimate encounter. By his terrible death 
he broke the power of the enemy and laid it low, and thus was man 
set free. No one associated more closely with him in this supreme 
moment than did she. But she was not an Apostle. She was not one 
of the Twelve. She did not travel with him to all the towns and 
villages. She would never be a priest. Yet no one shared in Christ’s 
toils as did she. And let us notice a few others. We read that Jesus 
loved Lazarus, Martha and Mary of Bethany. They were excellent 
disciples, but did not travel in the apostolic band with him. All this 
is to say that the particular vocation and circumstances of Christ’s 
disciples may and will vary, but all are called to share, in their own 
way, in his apostolic and missionary mission. We must play our part 
in bringing Christ to the world and making disciples of all the 
nations. What is my part? 

So then, whatever be my circumstances, whatever be my 
particular vocation as a friend and disciple of Christ, what have I 
done for him to this point? What am I doing for him now? What 
shall I do for him in the future? I must place myself in the presence 
of Jesus my Master, my Lord and Friend, and ask myself these very 
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practical questions. Is there any sense in which I am playing my part 
in the grand work that he is leading? My daily life, such as it is, 
provides me with the arena to be a guerrilla for Jesus Christ, working 
to establish his Kingdom. I am daily a guerrilla for him, on my own 
perhaps, but working in full concert with his body the Church, at the 
head of which are Peter and the Twelve. The unseen Lord of the 
enterprise is Jesus my Redeemer. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Saturday of the twenty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 

wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, 
that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve 
you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15: 35-37.42-49; Ps 55; Luke 8:4-15 

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to 
Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: A farmer went out 
to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the cur ate it up. Some fell 
on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had 
no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it 
and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up 
and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown. When he 
said this, he called out, He who has ears to hear, let him hear. His 
disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, The 
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knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to 
you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, ‘though seeing, they 
may not see; though hearing, they may not understand. ’ This is the 
meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along 
the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved. Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy 
when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, 
but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell among 
thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they 
are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce 
a crop. (Luke 8: 4-15) 

Being good soil We read that “while a large crowd was 
gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town ” 
that Jesus “told this parable Let us for a moment think of those 
crowds. Large numbers were involved, and they were drawn from 
various parts of the country. Now it is clear that the attitudes and 
dispositions represented by these people varied enormously. The 
very parable that our Lord proceeds to narrate implies this. He told 
the crowds that it is not enough to hear the word of God, which they 
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were doing. They must be good soil that retained the word and 
persevered in it. The implication is plainly that our Lord could see 
that many were not of this disposition. Thinking of the crowds who 
were listening to Jesus and coming to him, let us think of the many 
who were not listening to him, nor coming to him. There must have 
been many such. I have often wondered about St Paul prior to his 
conversion on the road to Damascus. He would have been a younger 
contemporary of our Lord, of the Twelve and of the disciples who 
had accompanied him. We read that at Stephen’s martyrdom those 
who stoned him laid their garments at the feet of “a young man ” 
named Saul. Perhaps Paul was of the same age as John “the beloved 
disciple.” Now, was he in Judaea at the time of our Lord’s public 
ministry — was he in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel his teacher, 
and had he heard of our Lord at the time of his ministry? I suspect he 
had, but he makes no mention of it. In my view, this implies that his 
commitment was wholly to that taught to him by his teachers, the 
Pharisees. At the time he had not been interested in Jesus of 
Nazareth. That is mere speculation, but my point is that the 
undoubtedly mixed disposition of the crowds that sought our Lord 
and which is implied in the very parable we have before us, was 
characteristic of the nation at large. Herod himself was curious and 
wanted to see Jesus. There were various views of Jesus of Nazareth 
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and various attitudes towards him. Indeed, this profoundly mixed 
attitude is characteristic of humanity. 

I mention all this as a prompt for a question we ought ask 
ourselves, what is it that is driving my life? Can I pinpoint what my 
life is based upon, as far as can be seen? What is the abiding interest 
of my life, and what is it that constitutes my ultimate choice? Of 
course, we cannot be too sure of ourselves. St Paul himself writes in 
one of his Letters that his conscience is clear but he does not place 
his confidence ultimately in that. He places his confidence in the 
goodness and mercy of God. In a letter to an acquaintance towards 
the end of his life, Cardinal Newman speaks of the first principles of 
our thinking. He makes the point that often these first principles or 
starting points are beyond our direct sight, and we need to pray to 
God that he will give us the right starting points. Let us reflect on 
that. Is what my life is based on, is what I am really committed to, is 
what is driving the direction of my daily life, objectively correct? Is 
the foundation of my life the true foundation? Perhaps, as I have 
observed, it is too difficult to be absolutely sure of our own hearts, 
but at least we can stop and take stock of the foundations we are 
building our house upon. We know what it is that will bear fruit and 
what it is that will come to nothing. Our Lord speaks plainly and in 
all simplicity of it in our Gospel today (Luke 8: 4-15). It is the word 
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of God as it comes from his lips that bears the harvest. He and his 
revelation must be the bedrock of our lives, and this has to mean a 
great commitment on our part to hear that word coming from him, 
and for love of him to retain it, hold it, and live by it perseveringly. 
This is the bedrock for every man and woman, and there are many 
who do not understand that this is, objectively speaking, the true and 
sure bedrock. So vast is the range of religious belief and 
philosophical position and so varied the attitudes to Jesus Christ that 
many regard objective truth as a chimera, a fantasy. It is a phantom, 
and the truth is merely subjective opinion. All that matters is what 
seems to work. Let those who count themselves as Christ’s disciples 
be very clear about their life’s choice. Christ is their life. 

In his parable our Lord describes in simple and broad strokes 
the human race in its attitude to him who is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. Humanity is like the ground on which the seed falls. Let us 
not be like the patches of ground that yield little or nothing. We 
must be good ground, and that will only be the case if we are 
absolutely committed to Christ and his word, which come to us in his 
body the Church. It is there that he is found. Let us do all we can to 
bear witness to this before our often uncertain and harried fellow 
man. It is the greatest good we could do for him, to help him find the 
objectively true meaning of life, which is Christ and his word. 
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Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:12, 17-20; Psalm 54:3-6 and 8; 

James 3:16-4:3; Mark 9:30-37 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not 
want anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his 
disciples. He said to them, The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 
into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will 
rise. But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to 
ask him about it. They came to Capernaum. When he was in the 
house, he asked them, What were you arguing about on the road? 
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who 
was the greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, If 
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anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the serx’ant of 
all. He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking 
him in his arms, he said to them, Whoever welcomes one of these 
little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
does not welcome me but the one who sent me. (Mark 9: 30-37) 

The dignity of each In the scene described by St Mark in 
our Gospel today we have a telling contrast. It is that between what 
our Lord is telling his disciples about his mission to be rejected unto 
death, and their incomprehension and, indeed, their very mind-set 
which rendered them unable to comprehend that teaching. Our Lord 
was to be betrayed, was to suffer, be put to death and after three days 
he would rise. By this means he would fulfil his mission to serve and 
not be served. But the disciples could not comprehend , and it is clear 
that this was because of their notion of greatness. Greatness meant, 
primarily, being served and honoured. Our Lord saw that on the road 
they were arguing among themselves about who was the greatest, so 
he took a child and placed it among them. “7 f anyone wants to be 
first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all” (Mark 9: 
30-37). Our Lord is the master of simplicity and this is a simple 
point, simply expressed, but on it hangs the life of society and the 
welfare of man. What is it that so often drives society and national 
and international life? Look at human history, consider the cause of 
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strife and suffering among men, and ask, what was the driving 
element in this? It is the quest for greatness, understood implicitly as 
the possession of honour, possessions, power and the other elements 
of position above others. Consider families, communities, nations 
and the world order, and notice what is all too often missing. It is 
respect for the dignity and rights of each person as the proper end of 
the life of both man and society. By his incarnation and by his 
atoning death Christ showed forth the dignity of each human person. 
It was this that led God to became man and to suffer and die for our 
salvation. He did this for me. Christ loved me, St Paul wrote, and 
gave himself up for me. Christ’s example sets forth the dignity and 
rights of each person, understood in the light of Christ’s revelation. 

Man, and therefore society at large, is very prone to miss this 
point. We each, and society at large, tend to look on the other, and 
on all others, as means to serve my welfare, my position, my needs, 
my wealth, my desire to be great in one or other sense of the word. 
In God’s plan — and therefore in the true interests of society — this 
tendency must be resisted and replaced by a profound respect for the 
dignity of each individual person. Each and every person possesses 
equal dignity and fundamental rights. Society pursues true social 
justice — which is linked to the common good and to the exercise of 
authority — when it endeavours to provide the conditions that allow 
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associations and individuals to obtain what is their due. It must be 
vigilant against a social order which primarily favours, say, mere 
business profit or any one of a number of goals that in fact neglect 
the rights of the individual human person. A society that recognizes 
the dignity of those who are gifted or well-placed, while ignoring the 
dignity of those who are poorly endowed or poorly placed, is one in 
which sin is reigning — not only in personal action but in society and 
in its institutions. It is a society that is not pleasing to God, because 
it is not based on the dignity of each person. As is manifest to any 
normally informed person, there are sinful inequalities which affect 
millions of human beings. They lack work, food, education, respect, 
and many other basic rights. All persons are created in the image of 
the one God, are endowed with the same rational self or soul, have 
the same nature and origin, and are called in Christ to the same 
happiness hereafter. They therefore have equal dignity and 
fundamental rights. The actual differences in gifts and opportunities 
among persons and societies must not lead to this equal dignity and 
these rights being neglected. Rather, those gifts and opportunities 
enjoyed by some provide the means progressively to respect the 
dignity and meet the rights of all. The work and life of each, and the 
life and action of all society, ought be based on this fundamental 
truth about the dignity of each person — with a special concern for 


- 1729 - 



those whose dignity and rights are discovered to be neglected or 
unrecognized. 

Christ, the Son of God made man, was filled with the sense of 
the dignity, the rights and the needs of each and every person. It is 
the poor man, poor in whatever sense, who ought rivet the attention 
of the better endowed. That poor man has a dignity absolutely equal 
to that of the better endowed. He is my brother. God became man 
and became brother to every man and woman. The full extent of his 
solidarity with all can scarcely be imagined. Christ who was rich 
made himself poor that we might be rich. We are called to follow his 
example, and live in solidarity with all. Let us work to make this 
same spirit of solidarity the basis of the life of society and mankind. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 1929-1938 (Respect for the Human Person) 

-- 
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Monday of the twenty-fifth week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Proverbs 3: 27-34; Psalml4; Luke 8:16-18 

No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a 
bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see 
the light. For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and 
nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the 
open. Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will 
be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has 
will be taken from him. ” (Luke 8:16-18) 

Consider how you listen In the Gospel of St Luke we read 
that after our Lord forgave the sins of the paralytic in full view of his 
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enemies, and then proceeded to heal him of his illness, he left. As he 
was walking “/re saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the tax office. 
He called him, and Levi got up, left all and followed him.'’’’ Let us 
notice how Levi heard the call of Jesus — he heard him in such a 
way that his response was obedient, joyous, immediate. It was eager, 
ardent and generous. He then brought others into contact with Jesus: 
he “ made a great feast in his own house; and there was a great 
company of publicans and others sitting down with them ” (Luke 5: 
27-29). Let us take another scene. St John the Evangelist tells us of 
the first occasion he met our Lord. He was in the company of John 
the Baptist, and the Baptist pointed out the figure of Jesus, saying 
that there was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.” Let us notice how John and Andrew his companion heard 
these words of John — they immediately began to follow Jesus. 
Shortly after, Jesus stopped and turned to ask what they were looking 
for. They heard his words and asked where he stayed. Again, notice 
how they heard the words of Jesus — with eagerness and love. They 
stayed with him the rest of that day, we read, listening to him. 
Imagine the way they listened! As a result, the next day Andrew 
brought his brother Simon to Jesus, having told him that “ we have 
found the Messiah ” (John 1:36-42). The next day Jesus found Philip 
and said to him, “ Follow me.” That is all that is said — but imagine 
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how Philip heard these words! He immediately followed him and he 
proceeded to bring Nathanael to Jesus, just as Andrew had brought 
his brother Simon to Jesus. Let us consider Nathanael. Nathanael 
was a man of sincerity and truthfulness, and we know this because 
our Lord said of him that he was a true Israelite , without guile. 
Notice how Nathanael listened to the words of Jesus. Our Lord told 
him that he had seen him under the fig tree — and it evoked from 
Nathanael a magnificent profession of faith: “Rabbi, you are the Son 
of God, you are the King of Israel!” (.John 1: 49). Nathanael heard 
Christ’s words with such utter guilelessness and openness to the 
truth, as to believe without hesitation. 

There are many examples in the Gospels of people who heard 
the word of God admirably. The example par excellence is Mary the 
mother of Jesus. She heard the words of the Angel, which were in 
effect the words of God, and, having asked for a clarification (“how 
will this be, since I do not know man?”), gave her immediate and 
obedient assent. She heard the word of God and accepted it in 
obedience. But there were many others who did not hear with these 
dispositions. Consider how the scribes and Pharisees heard the 
words of Jesus! They heard with implacable hostility. Again, we 
read in the Gospel that the time came when out of his disciples our 
Lord chose Twelve to be with him and to share in his mission as 
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future leaders of his Church. Those Twelve then walked in his 
company, listening to him and being formed by him. Consider how 
they must have listened! They went on to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spend their lives bringing his name to the world. But one 
did not. Consider how he, Judas Iscariot, must have listened. We 
read in the Gospel of St John that after our Lord announced the 
doctrine of the Eucharist in the Synagogue of Capernaum (eh.6), 
many of his disciples walked no more with him. Precisely at that 
point our Lord said that one of the Twelve he had chosen was a devil 
(6:70). Judas was listening to our Lord — but as a devil. It is a 
terrible thought. Thereafter, Judas continued to listen to our Lord for 
he continued to walk in his company — but consider how he 
listened. Our Lord reached the point of warning that it would have 
been better had he not been born. So much for his listening to Jesus 
Christ. Take another case — the rich young man who 
enthusiastically came to our Lord asking what he needed to do in 
order to inherit eternal life. Keep the commandments , our Lord 
replied. What more? the young man asked — for he had kept them 
since his earliest days. If you wish to be perfect, go, sell cdl you have 
and give to the poor, then come back and follow me, our Lord said. 
But the face of the young man fell and he left, sad at heart for he had 
great wealth. Consider how he heard those words of Christ. There 
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are vast differences between this man and that in the dispositions 
with which the word and will of God is heard. Christ speaks, but 
how do we hear? With what state of heart do we hear his words to 
us? With what readiness to obey with love do we listen? We must 
hear the word of God with the intent of putting it into practice. 

There is a detail of great importance in our Gospel passage 
today. Our Lord says, “ Therefore consider carefully how you listen. 
Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what 
he thinks he has will be taken from him ” (Luke 8:16-18). If we listen 
to the words of Jesus Christ as we should, we shall be filled with 
blessings. Whoever has the right dispositions when he listens will be 
given more, much more. Whoever has not, will eventually lose all. 
Let us ask for the grace to listen as we should — like good soil on to 
which the seed of God’s word is cast by the divine Sower, Jesus 
Christ. If we are good soil, the seed will produce its abundant 
harvest. 
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Tuesday of the twenty-fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Proverbs 21:1-6.10-13; Psalm 118; Luke 8:19-21 

The mother and the brothers of Jesus came looking for him, but 
they could not get to him because of the crowd. He was told, ‘Your 
mother and brothers are standing outside and want to see you. ’ But 
he said in answer, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear 
the word of God and put it into practice. ’’ (Luke 8: 19-21) 

The significant life The achievements of man are always a 
source of fascination. There have been great singers and artists at 
different periods of history, and Hollywood, for instance, has 
produced fine movies on the work of many of them — I remember 
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the great movie about the Italian singer Caruso. There have been 
great philosophers. I am not sure that any era has produced 
philosophical breakthroughs so far reaching as those of Socrates, 
Plato and Aristotle. There have been great theologians, and one 
might think of the works of Augustine, Aquinas or Bellarmine. 
There have been great religious minds that embraced several vistas 
of human thought, and one might think of the works of Newman. 
There have been great military generals, and one might think of the 
victories of Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, or the Duke of 
Wellington. There have been great mathematicians and physicists, 
and one might think of Albert Einstein. The world is the scene of 
human work, and the work of some stands out with special 
brightness. It lights up the sky and inspires others to strive. Now, 
those in history whose work and persons stand out as being of 
acknowledged value remind us that not just they, but every single 
person aspires to a life and a work of value. But despite this 
common desire, the overwhelming proportion of human beings do 
not attain any notoriety in history. They live out their lives in what 
we might call an ordinary, limited and unnoticed scene. They are the 
common man. They are the Everyman who is born into his family, 
makes his mistakes, does his work often with mixed success, has his 
friends and his family, grows old and passes away into the mists of 
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forgotten history. He drops into the water like a stone and is gone for 
good. Within a few generations his own descendants have, perhaps, 
forgotten his very existence. It is characteristic of man that he wishes 
in some sense to leave a mark of value, to do something with his life 
that is of significance. If this is so, then the common man might 
think that in the nature of the case his life must needs be of little 
significance. But no. Not at all. 

In our Gospel today our Lord — the Lord God who at the same 
time was man! — was with a crowd of people and was teaching. A 
message came through to him that his mother and his relatives were 
standing outside wanting to speak with him. Let us look on that 
message as reminding us of what has just been said about a life of 
value. Imagine the message being passed through the crowd to the 
revered Prophet before them. His mother and his relatives were 
waiting — the mother and relatives of Jesus of Nazareth! Now, that 
would have been a distinction, to be of Jesus’ natural family! They 
had a claim on the remarkable man before them. They were 
important, while those in the crowd, so many there that his family 
could not reach him, were by comparison very ordinary indeed. But 
what does our Lord say in response to the message? He says that the 
distinction of being his mother and his brethren was available to all. 
All can have the supreme distinction of being united with him. “The 
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mother and the brothers of Jesus came looking for him, but they 
could not get to him because of the crowd. He was told, ‘Your 
mother and brothers are standing outside and want to see you. ’ But 
he said in answer, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear 
the word of God and put it into practice’.’’'’ (Luke 8: 19-21). This is 
the key to everyone’s desire to live a life of true value and to do work 
of true significance. Notoriety is not the necessary mark of 
distinction. What marks a valuable and distinguished life, according 
to Jesus of Nazareth, is hearing the word of God and putting it into 
practice. Now, this is open to everyone whatever be his 
circumstances, unfavourable or otherwise. A person may never be 
remembered but if he has heard the word of God and put it into 
practice, he will be loved by Jesus Christ as a member of his own 
family. The common man can live a great life and do great work 
even if this is known to God alone. The key is knowing God’s word 
and his will, and doing it. In this sense greatness does not depend on 
great talents, great circumstances and great opportunities. It depends 
on obedience to God. 

Each ordinary day is the opportunity we have been granted to 
leave our mark — but it is a mark that God notices, not necessarily 
man. If the great man — the man regarded as great in the eyes of 
society and the world — has not striven to know the word of God 
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and put it into practice, then for all his fame true greatness has eluded 
him. Let everyone, every little person, keep his eyes steadfastly on 
the person and teaching of Jesus Christ and make that the key to his 
success. The key is simple but full of challenge: it is simply to hear 
the word of God and obey it. 
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Wednesday of the twenty-fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Proverbs 30:5-9; Psalm 118; Luke 9:1-6 

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them 
power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 
and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 
sick. He told them: Take nothing for the journey — no staff, no bag, 
no bread, no money, no extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay 
there until you leave that town. If people do not welcome you, shake 
the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony 
against them. So they set out and went from village to village, 
preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. (Luke 9: 1-6) 

The Twelve Let us place our Lord’s action as described in 
this passage within the context of the Old Testament and the history 
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of God’s chosen people. As St Paul puts it in one of his Letters, 
Abraham was their father in faith. The God of the chosen people 
was the God of Abraham, his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob. We 
may say that the origins of this chosen people precisely as a people 
began with the twelve sons of Jacob and the prophecies pronounced 
over them by their father Jacob, as we read at the end of the Book of 
Genesis. The twelve tribes of Israel (of Jacob) begin their 
providential and varied path towards the arrival of the Messiah, who 
would be of the tribe of Judah. To him would pass the sceptre. The 
grand covenant of Sinai was that between the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob — who revealed his name to Moses as Yahweh — and the 
twelve tribes of Israel. In their common consciousness this people 
looked especially to this covenant and to their descent from the 
twelve patriarchs, who had Abraham for their father. The people 
whom God had chosen for his own looked back to the twelve, the 
twelve patriarchs. Well now, Jesus of Nazareth calls from among his 
disciples The Twelve. Is there any direct parallel with this in all of 
the Scriptures? Moses did not call a Twelve. The twelve were the 
twelve patriarchs. Nor did David or any of the prophets. Elijah, 
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel — none of these called, from 
among their disciples, a special Twelve. It would have been very 
significant if they had. But early in his ministry Jesus Christ called 
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from among his disciples — at least seventy-two of whom 
participated directly in his ministry — an altogether special group 
who were the Twelve. He gave them the title of “Apostles”: they 
were his ambassadors, his envoys. What did it suggest? It clearly 
suggested that a new people was in the making, a people arising from 
the chosen people who would have him, Jesus Christ for their father, 
and the Twelve for their patriarchs. Their God would be the Father 
of Jesus Christ, who revealed himself to be the same one God, 
together with the Holy Spirit. 

But there is more. We see that our Lord “ gave them power and 
authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent 
them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick'’’’ (Luke 9: 
1-6). He was sharing his messianic mission and powers with the 
Twelve. At its heart, of course, the messianic mission could not be 
shared. There was only one Messiah, and he alone could save his 
people from their sins. He alone could take away the sin of the 
world. He alone could bring the Kingdom of heaven to mankind. 
But others could, according to their measure, be part of the great 
enterprise. The people were all struck with the power and the 
authority of Christ — they marvelled at the authority he displayed in 
his teaching. He spoke as one with authority, not like their scribes. 
He also had full authority over sickness and the demons. He even 


- 1743 - 



commanded unclean spirits, they said, and they obeyed him. In our 
passage today, our Lord gives to the Twelve this “power and 
authority ” to drive out demons, to preach and teach what he had been 
teaching, and to heal the sick. Now, there is something of a 
precedent to this in the work of Moses — God at one point poured 
out the spirit of prophecy on others and Moses declared himself to be 
delighted that this had happened. But there is no parallel in Moses’ 
ministry to what Christ was doing here. Nor is their any prophet who 
does this on such a scale. Elijah did not himself dispense his powers 
to Elisha — it came as a gift from God to his disciple. Thus Elisha 
was handed the mantle of Elijah. But Christ sovereignly passes on 
his powers and his teaching ministry to the Twelve and they proceed 
to go before him, doing what he had been doing. All this is to say 
that a new thing is appearing. What we read of in today’s Gospel is a 
harbinger of what is to come, and that which is coming is none other 
than the Church. Jesus Christ is laying the foundation of something 
very concrete. He is not just launching a great movement in history, 
one which will take people to God. He is founding a great 
institution, one that will act in his name. He will be its Head, and it 
will be his Body. He will be the Bridegroom. It will be his Spouse. 

A great tendency has been forming in Christian thought over 
the last few centuries. It is to look to Christ alone and to discount, 
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and even to despise, the Church. Jesus Christ, yes — the Church, no. 
But this is all wrong. Christ comes to us precisely in his body the 
Church. He is present among us, but in and by and through his 
Church. We see its foundations being laid in our Gospel passage 
today. Let us then, if we wish to be of Christ, understand that we 
must be of the Church. As Christ loved his Church, so we too ought 
love the Church, be guided by its authority and nourished by its life. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twenty-fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Psalm 89; Luke 9:7-9 

Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. 
And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been 
raised from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still 
others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 
But Herod said, / beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such 
things about? And he was eager to see him. (Luke 9:7-9) 

Eager to see him Years ago I attended a lecture on the 
religion of ancient Egypt, given at the Sydney Museum. It was a 
very interesting lecture and the speaker was an eminent specialist in 
his field. People were there who had an interest in studies in religion 


- 1746 - 



— the religions of various cultures of different eras. I remember one 
young student who asked a question and in it she referred to the 
Christian religion as “European religion.” I could see from the way 
she spoke that she did not want to allow that the Christian religion 
transcended any particular culture or society. As the religion of 
ancient Egypt was peculiar to its society, so the Christian religion 
was peculiar to Europe. She deemed Christianity to be, like all 
religions, just a cultural phenomenon. Of course, its origins were not 
in Europe, but in the Middle East, but this small case is illustrative of 
the immensely varied attitude of modern man towards God and 
religion. For the last half millennium there have arisen from within 
the heart of Christian Europe not only various forms of Christianity 
but various forms of atheism and agnosticism. In recent times many 
observers of society and culture have maintained that “religion” is 
returning again. But what is the nature of this interest in religion? 
There are numerous university departments of studies in religion, and 
one can easily have a student of Islam or Christianity who himself is 
philosophically an atheist or an agnostic. I mention this in order to 
make what ought be an obvious point. It is that there is a great 
difference between having an interest in Jesus Christ and being a 
Christian. It was precisely when great crowds were following him 
that our Lord turned to them and told them that if anyone wished to 
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come after him he must renounce himself and take up his cross every 
day and follow in his footsteps. They were interested in him to the 
point of being part of the throng at his heels. But that was nothing 
like enough. God had become man to make of all the nations his 
disciples. 

We are reminded of this in our Gospel passage today (Luke 9: 
7-9) which tells us of Herod the tetrarch. He was dissolute, 
self-indulgent and immoral. He had put John the Baptist to death, 
and now he was hearing of this Jesus. He was nonplussed and 
curious, anxious to cast eyes on the wonder-worker who was 
outshining John. Luke sums up his attitude by saying that he was 
eager to see Jesus. But of course our Lord would have nothing to do 
with him. He referred to him on one occasion as 11 1 hat fox ,” and 
when he was hauled before Herod during his Passion he would not 
grant him a word. Herod had an interest in Jesus Christ but he was, 
we might say, spurned by Jesus Christ. This was because he was 
sunk in sin and had not the slightest intention to turn away from it. 
The kind of interest in Jesus Christ which Christ himself accepts is 
that of one who is repentant of sin. Christ accepts the one who 
comes to him desiring to hear his word and act on it with sincerity. If 
you love me, you will keep my commandments, he said to his 
disciples. Herod had nothing of this. When our Lord was criticized 
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by the scribes and Pharisees for mixing with sinners and even eating 
with them, by way of explanation he told the parable of the prodigal 
son, which is really the parable of the father who was prodigal with 
his loving forgiveness. He ran and embraced his wayward son 
because he had returned, repentant. He then showered his son with 
celebrations. The repentance of the prodigal son is what our Lord is 
looking for. Christ came not to satisfy curiosity or to satisfy any one 
of countless other forms of interest, but to take away the sin of the 
world and reconcile man to God. Who is there in the history of 
religions who claimed to be the Redeemer of the world? Mahomet 
claimed to bring God’s message and Buddha claimed to bring 
enlightenment, but Christ is not merely all this. He redeems the 
world from sin and unites man by grace with God. Let us think of 
Herod as embodying all that we must not be in our desire to see and 
be with Jesus. We must wish to see Jesus because he is our 
Redeemer and our God. 

We read that after our Lord had fed the crowds with the loaves 
and fishes, they wanted to make him king. But he fled to the hills. 
We too must want to make him our king, but not for the wrong 
reasons and with the wrong understanding. Progressively our Lord 
would command those he healed not to make known what he had 
done for them, because the people were seeking him out simply to 
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gain healings. His true mission was being ignored and missed. 
Christ wishes to unite ourselves with him in the fight with sin. He 
wishes to make us saints — which is to say, people with a heart and a 
mind like his. Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, St 
Paul writes. Let us seek Jesus daily, and for that purpose. 

-- 
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Friday of the twenty-fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11; Psalm 143; Luke 9:18-22 

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were 
with him, he asked them, Who do the crowds say lam? They replied, 
Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that 
one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life. But what 
about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? Peter answered, The 
Christ of God. Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 
And he said, The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be 
put to death and on the third day be raised to life. (Luke 9: 18-22) 
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Death Socrates has always been admired as a seeker and 
teacher of the truth. He wrote hardly anything, but by his probing 
discussions and by his friendships, established a profound 
philosophical tradition which quickly flowered in the genius of both 
Plato and Aristotle — with Plato recording for us his master’s 
utterances and dialogues. Socrates is an iconic figure in Western 
civilization. His end was tragic and yet it too had its grandeur. He 
accepted with a certain nobility the demand by the civil authorities 
that he put an end to his own life. But for all his nobility, there was 
never the slightest question about the darkness of his end — it was 
unnecessary, it should not have been, and it would have been avoided 
by him if at all possible. If ever there was a blot, if ever there was a 
negative, it was the death of Socrates. Take another iconic figure — 
not iconic for the West, but for the East. I refer to Buddha, a man of 
perhaps a couple of centuries before Socrates. His great quest was 
for enlightenment, the enlightenment that involved freedom from 
suffering and evil. He searched for true happiness and considered 
that he found it in a total detachment. He passed on what the world 
of the East came to regard as a great legacy, and his tradition became 
a defining perspective for Asian civilization. He too came to his end, 
but his death had no special significance. It was simply the end of a 
noble earthly quest and the passageway to Nirvana. Let us take yet 
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another iconic figure, this time between the West and the East — in 
the Middle East. I refer to Mahomet. He was a remarkable man and 
his impact on the world has been great, especially in its counter to 
the human tendency towards polytheism. There is no god but Allah, 
and Mahomet is Allah’s messenger. That is what he and his disciples 
thought. Allah is great, and all must submit to him. This was the 
message of Mahomet and the Qu ’ran — the book which Islam insists 
came from Allah himself. Again, Mahomet came to his end, and his 
death had no special significance. He died and he was buried, and 
his followers mourned, but that was all there was to it. 

But the death of Jesus Christ! Ah, that is a different matter. 
There are many, many things that are utterly new about the person, 
the life and the teaching of Jesus Christ. His claims about himself 
have no parallel in the annals of truly great men. They far exceeded 
those of Socrates, Buddha or Mahomet. He who sees me sees the 
Father... The Father and I are one... My Lord and my God, Thomas 
exclaimed, and the risen Jesus accepted that proclamation. He 
claimed that the one and only God was three distinct divine persons, 
and that he was the second among them — the Son, no less! 
Whoever claimed and taught such a thing? My flesh is real food, and 
Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you will have no life in 
you. Name the man who has said anything like this! Yes, there are 
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numerous unique aspects to the figure of Christ and among them is 
the matter of his very death. His life, his teaching and his saving 
mission were new, but it all hinged on his death. His death was the 
pivotal element in his life, teaching and mission. The entire 
redemption depended on it and the disciple of Christ accepts this and 
endeavours to apply it to his life. He aims to follow Christ precisely 
in his sufferings and death — not of course in its literal 
circumstances, but in his daily life and in the way intended by the 
providence of God. We must not underestimate the importance 
precisely of the death of Jesus Christ. His life reached its climax 
precisely in his death, which itself was then crowned by his 
resurrection and ascension. His death was the climax because his 
obedience to the will of his Father attained its climax then, and by his 
sufferings unto death he made up for the sins of the world. Thus did 
he atone for man’s sin. In our Gospel today our Lord places his 
sufferings and death at the heart of his messianic mission. what 
about you? he asked. Who do you say / am? Peter answered, The 
Christ of God. Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 
And he said, The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be 
put to death and on the third day be raised to life’’'’ (Luke 9: 18-22). 
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The one who follows Jesus Christ understands that the 
prospects of the universe and of human life were radically altered by 
this otherwise very negative event. Christ did not, like other men, 
simply come to his end, having lost his life. He gave up his life as 
the supremely positive act of his entire mission. The ambition of the 
enlightened Christian is to join with Christ in his obedient death so as 
to experience the power of his resurrection. We join with him in his 
death most especially in our baptism, then by participating in and 
partaking of the Holy Eucharist, and then by a life of union with him. 
Let us then take our stand with Jesus Christ and in loving union with 
him go where he has gone. 
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Saturday of the twenty-fifth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8; Psalm 89; Luke 9:43b-45 

While everyone was marvelling at all that Jesus did, he said to 
his disciples, Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son 
of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. But they did 
not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that 
they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. (Luke 
9: 43b-45) 

The crown of life It is clear from the Gospels that our Lord 
was a cause of great wonderment. We are told in our Gospel passage 
today that “ everyone was marvelling at all that Jesus did." Indeed, 
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this marvelling at him was present from his very conception and 
birth. The Angel Gabriel had promised Mary that her Child would 
be great, and called the Son of the Most High. Elizabeth, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, had said in the presence of Mary, that “ blessed is the 
fruit of your womb.” When the Child was twelve, after three days 
searching for him in Jerusalem, his parents found him in the Temple, 
with the doctors of the Law marvelling at his intelligence and 
probing questions. The Child was, presumably, showing an 
astonishing penetration of the meaning of the Scriptures. Back in 
Nazareth, our Lord lived in obscurity till the time came for him to be 
manifested to Israel. Then it became obvious that a great light had 
appeared among the people. It was obvious that in him God was 
visiting his people. All this appeared instantly — once his public 
ministry began with the first divine manifestation at his baptism in 
the Jordan. His teaching was remarkable for both its content and its 
authority. He spoke not as did the other teachers of the Law, but as 
one having an ultimate authority. He needed to appeal to no one 
else, but spoke as one who simply knew. You have heard that it was 
said to the men of old , he famously began, but / say to you the 
following. He knew all things, and no one could fault him despite 
repeated attempts. He routed his opponents in debate and finally 
silenced them. All they could do thenceforth was scheme and plan to 
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do away with him out of sight of the people who hung on his words. 
Not only did his teaching cause unending wonderment but his deeds 
did too. There was nothing he could not do — but of course, he 
would not force the free will of others. He cured the sick, cast out 
demons, raised the dead, subdued storms, fed vast crowds. He was a 
great wonder before the nation. 

One wonders what might have been the result had Jesus Christ 
seen it as his mission to move to the world stage and apply his 
powers there. After all, he did in due course send his disciples to the 
whole world. He clearly had the supernatural power to subdue 
kingdoms. What could an army do against a person who could at a 
word subdue a raging storm at sea, or who himself could walk on the 
sea? But such was not his mission at all. He came to redeem the 
world from sin, and the mystery of mysteries was that this mission 
was to be accomplished by what seemed to be the most negative step 
of all. Several decades before, the masterly Julius Caesar, conqueror 
of Pompey and dictator of Rome itself, had been cut down. His 
assassination put an end to his self-chosen mission. His death was 
the frustration of all he aspired to be and to do. But what do we see 
in Jesus Christ? At the height of the praise and wonderment that his 
teaching and his miracles and his very person were evoking, he 
solemnly warned his disciples that they must “Listen carefully to 
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what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 
into the hands of men.” Christ did not simply fall into the hands of 
men. He went forward to bear witness before them to the truth of his 
teaching and person, and freely accepted the death which they had 
implacably determined. His death was not the sudden end of his 
mission. It was the highest and most irreplaceable moment of it, the 
moment that brought it to its fulfilment. Jesus Christ transformed the 
meaning of the darkest, the most unfortunate and most meaningless 
thing in the universe: death, the end of life. His death became the 
crown of life and the beginning of something wondrously new. Thus 
was it necessary that the Son of Man suffer so as to enter into his 
glory. Mysteriously his death was necessary, but, we read, his 
disciples “ did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from 
them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him 
about it” (Luke 9:43b-45). There has never been anyone comparable 
to Jesus of Nazareth. 

The challenge for the disciple of Jesus Christ is to follow him, 
and following him means not only being with him when it involves 
the praise of men, but when it involves inconvenience and rejection. 
There are many ways it can involve this. Take but one example that 
could serve as a symbol of many others. A disciple of Christ feels 
drawn to a life in politics. He knows that abortion is an abomination 
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in the sight of God, as is euthanasia, as is homosexual activity. Is he 
prepared to suffer in bearing witness to the truth of God? If he is not, 
then he has not yet learnt the lesson of our Lord’s words in today’s 
Gospel passage. Christ had to suffer, and so does the one who 
follows him. 
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Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 11:25-29; Psalm 18 (19):8.10.12-14; 

James 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48 

At that time, John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone 
driving out demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him 
because he does not follow us. ” Jesus replied, “Do not prevent him. 
There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name who can at 
the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is for 
us. Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you 
belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward. 
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“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut 
it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two 
hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire. And if your 
foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to enter into life 
crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your 
eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 
Gehenna, where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched. (Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48) 

Solidarity Let us notice a detail at the very beginning of 
this passage. Mark reports that “John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we 
saw someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to 
prevent him because he does not follow usd” The detail is that it is 
John who says this to Jesus. Now, it is generally accepted that Mark, 
in writing his Gospel, was passing on Simon Peter’s own account of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We know from the Gospel of St John, 
from the Acts of the Apostles and even from St Paul’s Letters that 
Peter and John were close friends in the Lord. They had been 
business partners, very first disciples of our Lord, and privileged 
associates of his during his public ministry. They had been with him 
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at the last on Calvary (with Simon following from afar), and together 
with James were co-pillars of the infant Church. John’s special 
message in his Gospel and in his Letters was the love of God for us 
and Christ’s command that we love our brothers. Here, now, Simon 
(through Mark) tells us that John was corrected by our Lord to the 
effect that “whoever is not against us is for us.” It was a stage in 
John’s learning the great message of the love of God for us and of 
the Christian’s love for all others. Christ came to save, rather than to 
condemn and he looks in solidarity on all mankind. Here we have 
Christ telling John to look positively and with his, Christ’s, spirit of 
solidarity on the one whom he found to be driving out demons in his 
name. Christ did not say that it was his intention that all and sundry 
were to act in his name without reference to him and his appointed 
representatives, the Apostles. The Gospels show that it was his 
intent to build his Church on the Apostles and on the Rock of Simon 
Peter. He would be with them and they would act and speak in his 
name and exercise his saving powers. But in the case of this 
individual who obviously did not know better and had no malice in 
his unauthorized action, John ought look on him kindly and as a 
brother, even if separated. The mind of Christ is one of brotherhood 
rather than of condemnation. 
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It is yet another manifestation of the great revelation that the 
most high God is in fact intimately close to us. The utterly 
transcendent God, who reveals himself to be beyond us in every way, 
reveals himself to be wondrously near to us. He is God with us. The 
infinity of God is, I think it could be said, a distinctive feature of the 
Judaeo-Christian revelation. Those religions which include this 
fundamental note in their teaching about the divine have probably 
drawn on that revelation. In our contemplation of God we can never 
exhaust his limitless transcendence. But by the same token, is it 
possible to get over the wonder of his solidarity with puny and fallen 
man? God is nearer to us than we are to ourselves. His abiding touch 
sustains our every thought and pulse. The great God shows himself 
to be our Father in the Father and our Brother in the Son, and all this 
by the power of the Spirit who is boundless love. The spirit of God 
is the spirit of a brother , and it is this which filled the mind and heart 
of Jesus Christ. It is this kindly and brotherly mind which the 
Christian ought strive to make his own. For this reason Jesus said to 
John, “Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty 
deed in my name who can at the same time speak ill of me. For 
whoever is not against us is for us.” The foundation of this spirit of 
brotherhood is not only that we are all children of the one Father in 
heaven, but also that Christ by his Incarnation and Death on the 
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Cross has united himself to every man and woman. He is brother to 
all, especially the most needy. We shall be reminded of this with 
awful consequences at the Last Judgment, as we read in Matthew 25. 
In Christ, we too are brother and sister to all. For this reason our 
Lord continues, “ Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose 
his reward ” (Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48). The entire emphasis of a 
truly Christian spirit is one of brotherhood and solidarity, after the 
mind of Christ. 

As St Paul writes, God who was rich became poor that we 
might be rich. The great God is a God of solidarity with us, 
especially with the poorest. We ought aim to be like him in all our 
dealings with our fellow man. This solidarity, springing from human 
and Christian brotherhood, is shown in all sorts of ways, such as by a 
just distribution of goods, by a fair remuneration for work, and by 
zeal and concern for a more just social order. It is especially shown 
in our sharing of all the good things of Christ we have, all our 
spiritual goods. Let us be a brother and sister to all, especially in 
bringing them into the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ who is our 
greatest good. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1939- 
1942 (Human solidarity) 
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Monday of the twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 1:6-22; Psalm 16; Luke 9:46-50 

An argument started among the disciples as to which of them 
would be the greatest. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little 
child and made him stand beside him. Then he said to them, 
Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is 
least among you cdl — he is the greatest. Master, said John, we saw 
a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, 
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because he is not one of us. Do not stop him, Jesus said, for whoever 
is not against you is for you. (Luke 9: 46-50) 

Being great There are a few fundamental features of the 
things of our experience. One such is that the things of our 
experience need not be, and yet they are. Why do they exist, when 
they need not exist? The same can be asked of the entire world. 
Why is there not simply nothing ? Another feature is that there is 
order everywhere — not perfect order, but order nevertheless. There 
is a rationality in things. In fact, we find it almost impossible to 
imagine a world that radically lacks order. But why is there not 
fundamental and pervasive chaos ? Or again, everything we see 
appears to have a cause. Nothing stands of itself. The being of our 
experience is caused being. It is caused and it is changed, ever being 
made to do something further and to be something further. It is what 
it is, of course, but it is also a vast cauldron in constant process of 
alteration. This radical contingency, this radical order, this radically 
caused character of everything — in a word the radical dependency 
of ourselves and of all else — ought lead us to acknowledge this 
dependency on the transcendent Source of all. But we tend to deny 
it. We tend to acknowledge no one but ourselves. Let us take 
another fundamental feature of the world. There is an astonishing 
variation pervading all of existence. The universe is unbelievably 
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vast, a vastness not only of size but of kind. To put it simply, some 
things are large and others are small. Some are red and some are 
yellow. There is the great eagle and there is the tiny humming bird. 
Things are of breathtaking variety in the perfection or degree of 
being that is theirs. This is captured in the nature documentaries that 
never cease to be popular. From the simplest to the most complex 
there is variety in the being of our experience. This all-pervasive 
variety means that each thing is either greater or less than the next 
thing. But this tends to be denied by fallen man. What do I mean by 
this? I mean that fallen man tends to regard himself as, and wants to 
be, the greater. He refuses to be the lesser. He refuses to recognize 
his due place, but wishes instead the top place. 

In our Gospel today we read that “an argument started among 
the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. Jesus, 
knowing their thoughts, took a little child and made him stand beside 
him. Then he scud to them, Whoever welcomes this little child in my 
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me. For he who is least among you cdl — he is the greatest ” 
(Luke 9: 46-50). The disciples of Jesus Christ were in dispute among 
themselves as to which of them was the greatest. How like mankind 
they were! In one form or another, however subtle the form, this 
dispute lights up the scene of human society with the roar of its 
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flames. Deep within him and to one degree or another, man tends to 
think that he is the greatest. When this is denied by another who 
thinks he is the greatest, a war breaks out. Indeed, this happened at 
the beginning of creation. Christian thought has spoken of Lucifer, 
one of the greatest of God’s Angels, the light-bearer, declaring that 
he would not serve. He wished to be the greatest. And so, as we 
read in the book of Revelation, war broke out in heaven and he was 
cast out. Take the dawn of human history. This same Satan 
presented himself as the Woman’s friend. Eat of the tree and you 
will be like God! However gifted and resplendent she already was, 
she would be another god. It was a very great lie but she went for it 
and ate. Then she gave it to her husband to eat, and he ate. They 
both went for the lie, and it was mankind’s undoing. They wished to 
be the greatest, not understanding how to be truly great. Now, man 
has been given the desire for perfection, the desire to grow and reach 
his full potential — and in this sense he is called to be great. But this 
means being great in who we really are, and we are radically 
dependent in every possible way on God. We depend on him for 
everything, and greatness means recognizing that God is great and 
that all we have comes from him. Of ourselves we are nothing. 

By his practice and by his teaching our Lord gave us the key to 
true greatness. True greatness lies in acknowledging and living the 
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truth of who we really are. We are creatures of God, radically 
dependent on him, having the measure of gifts and life granted to us, 
and called to live accordingly. We must, then, pursue the path of 
humility after the pattern of Jesus Christ who, though he was rich, 
became poor for our sakes. He who is God put aside his glory and 
became as we are, and humbler still, even to death on a cross. 
Therein lies the path to the greatness that God intends for us. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 3:1-3.11-17.20-23; Psalm 87; Luke 9:51-56 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, 
who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but 
the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy 
them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then he and his 
disciples went to another village. (Luke 9: 51-56) 


- 1772 - 



Fire from heaven It is as plain as the day from the most 
cursory reading of the Gospels that Jesus Christ had extraordinary 
supernatural powers. In fact, there was nothing he could not do, had 
he so chosen. He could calm storms at sea at a mere word. He 
could, at a mere word, drive out demons who had long held certain 
persons in their possession. He could liberate persons from any kind 
of illness or disease. He could even, at a mere word, raise a person 
from the dead. He could feed multitudes with a handful of food. He 
was, on top of this, exceptionally great in personal holiness. He was 
magnificent in all respects. We would say, were some of these 
qualities found in another, that such a person had the world at his feet 
— and that is precisely what the Devil offered him, if he would but 
acknowledge him, Satan, as supreme. But the next thing we notice is 
that our Lord refused to impose himself, which is to say, force 
himself and his wishes, on anyone. He would not use his powers to 
compel recognition or assent to himself or his teaching. How 
different was this to the great ones of the world — take any example, 
Alexander, Julius Caesar, Titus, Hadrian, Genghis Kahn — whoever 
it may be. My suspicion is that Christ’s enemies, the Temple 
aristocracy and highest echelons of the religious leadership, 
perceived this and were emboldened accordingly. Christ bore 
witness to the truth of himself and his teaching to the uttermost, even 
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to death, but would not compel assent to this witness. He dealt 
respectfully with the choice of each person, even with those who 
wronged him profoundly. Consider his continuing restraint with 
respect to Judas Iscariot, whose heart had turned away from him so 
much so as to evoke the description of him by Christ that he was a 
devil (John 6:70). Our Lord did not expose him and turn him out of 
his company in disgrace. In our Gospel today (Luke 9: 51-56), we 
read that our Lord, resolutely on his way to Jerusalem, was refused 
hospitality by a Samaritan village — because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. It was an affront about which James and John felt 
outraged, and they asked that they appeal to Heaven for a judgment 
on the ungracious Samaritans. But this was entirely foreign to the 
ways of Jesus Christ. He respectfully and meekly turned from that 
village and took another direction. 

Our Lord’s intent was to extend his Kingdom across the face of 
the earth, indeed, that it embrace all the nations of the world. Just 
before he ascended into heaven, he charged his disciples to go to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:19). 
The nations were to enter his Kingdom by baptism, and were to obey 
all his commands. It was an ambition rarely held by any other — did 
Alexander intend to conquer the whole world? It is uncertain 
whether, after his conquest of Persia, he intended to direct his sights 
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against Carthage in the west. Rome, after consolidating its empire, 
came to the point of establishing an outer limit. It had a wall across 
Britain, and it had a limit at the Germanic tribes. There was no such 
limit to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. It was a Kingdom in this world 
but not of this world, and it certainly did not employ the weapons of 
earthly kingdoms. Its method was to bear witness under the cross, 
obedience to God unto death, and following in the footsteps of the 
Master himself. Its method of advance was not force, but loving and 
respectful witness. As with the Samaritans of our Gospel passage 
today, the disciples of Christ were not to impose Jesus Christ, but 
respectfully to propose him and his revelation. The witness was to 
be courageous, intrepid, undaunted, but never imposed by threat of 
violence — which is what James and John, for love of their Master, 
were in effect requesting. As a matter of fact, the life of Christ 
reveals that this witness is at its most effective when given under 
conditions of persecution. Christ returned to Jerusalem to bear 
witness, knowing that it meant death, and knowing that this witness 
unto death would redeem the world, lead to his entry into glory, to 
the sending of the Spirit, and to the advance of his Kingdom. 
Christ’s path would be the path of the Church for nearly three 
centuries. It would be three centuries of witness amid phases of 
persecution and death. The Empire would be conquered — not by 
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imposing, but by proposing. The event portrayed in our Gospel 
today is iconic of what was to come. There is rejection, and the 
disciple of Jesus Christ responds with love and respect, and with that 
his witness has fruitful effect. As the Master acts, so does the 
disciple. 

If we wish our lives to bear much fruit, then the path to follow 
is that followed by Jesus Christ, and followed for love of him. This 
is the meaning of our Lord’s great sayings, that if someone strikes 
you on the cheek, turn to him the other as well. They mean that evil 
is answered by good, hate by love, lies by the truth. That is the 
method of bringing Christ to our neighbour, and it is encapsulated in 
our Gospel passage today. Let us take Christ’s message to heart 
then, and spread it abroad in the way he himself spread it. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 9: 1-12.14-16; Psalm 87; Luke 9:57-62 

As they were walking along the road, a man said to Jesus, / 
will follow you wherever you go. Jesus replied, Foxes have holes 
and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head. Fie said to another man, Follow me. But the man 
replied, Lord, first let me go and bury my father. Jesus said to him, 
Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God. Still another said, / will follow you, Lord; but first 
let me go back and say good-bye to my family. Jesus replied, No-one 
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who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God. (Luke 9: 57-62) 

Follow him! When Alexander the Great reached his 
easternmost point his men refused to go further. He had never lost a 
battle; he was brilliant at his craft of military exploit; but they would 
not follow him further. They had reached the limits of their 
endurance. So he had to stop and retrace his steps. In his fashion, 
Alexander is a Western icon of what it is to lead and to inspire, but 
that point of “thus far and no further” is symbolic of a recurring 
pattern in human history. Heroes inspire, but to a point only. Great 
philosophers have had their disciples, from Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
to the leaders of thought of our day. But to none of them would their 
disciples say, I will go in my thinking wherever you lead. It is not to 
Buddha as such that the Buddhist gives his life-long faith and 
allegiance, but to the doctrine that he believed he discovered and 
taught and which transcends him. It is not Mahomet as such that the 
Muslim professes to follow to the ends of the earth as it were, but to 
Allah and his revelation, of which Mahomet is proclaimed to be the 
messenger. For the Muslim, it is only Allah, beyond all, who has 
total claim to the heart and life of man. But whatever of Alexander, 
whatever of the greatest leaders of human thought, and whatever of 
the founders of the various religions of man, there is one man in 
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human history who claims and who gains the absolute allegiance of 
the human heart. That person is Jesus of Nazareth who lived a short 
life that ended with crucifixion. He asks for total allegiance. He 
asks that all, literally all, follow him whithersoever he goes. In our 
Gospel today there is portrayed a scene which is symbolic of the 
unique status of Jesus Christ. We read that “ As they were walking 
along the road, a man said to Jesus, I will follow you wherever you 
go.” Those words of that aspiring disciple have a transcendence 
beyond what might have been intended. They express what God 
intends for all: that they follow Jesus Christ wherever he might go, 
doing whatever he wants, accepting whatever he says. Jesus Christ is 
the incarnation of the Ultimate for which the heart was made. 

Our Lord does not demur at the offer of total allegiance. He 
expects it of his disciple. If any man does not hate his father and his 
mother , our Lord once said in graphic and symbolic imagery, he 
cannot be my disciple. One cannot be my disciple unless he gives up 
all his possessions. If anyone wishes to be my disciple he must 
renounce himself and take up his cross — think of the cross, the 
cross of Roman times! — and follow in my footsteps. In our Gospel 
today (Luke 9: 57-62) our Lord replies to his enthusiastic neophyte 
that he must be prepared for a life of hardship and lack of even 
shelter. To the next he said he must put the work of Christ before all 
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else. To the third that he must not turn back for any reason — and 
we think of the soldiers of Alexander who forced a turning back. 
Not so for Jesus Christ — there is to be no turning back. There must 
never be a “thus far and no further.” Our attitude to Jesus Christ is 
the same as that which we should have to God, for Jesus Christ is 
God. As we are made to know and love God with all our mind, heart 
and soul, so we are made to know, love and serve Jesus Christ with 
all our mind, heart and soul. He is the image of the unseen God, God 
incarnate, the fullness of the unseen God, the summit of all creation. 
In his divine personhood he far transcends all creation while in his 
humanity he is part of it with each of us his brothers. The task of life 
is to discover this — in other words to be his true and worthy 
disciple. Before he ascended into heaven, he charged his disciples to 
go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations , baptizing 
them and teaching them all he had commanded. The vocation of 
every man and woman is, ultimately, to know and love and serve 
Jesus Christ. The Kingdom of Heaven is, essentially, union with 
Jesus Christ, but this call to union with Jesus Christ must be brought 
to all. This is the supreme human project, to bring Jesus Christ to 
every man and woman, for it is through him that we go to the Father. 
No one comes to the Father except through me, and this is because, 
as he said, he who sees me sees the Father. 
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There is One who is worth everything we can possible offer, 
One to whom is due all that human life can give. He lived once, and 
he lives now. He has redeemed mankind from its fundamental 
affliction and this benefit of redemption is attained by faith in him 
and love for him. He asks that we love him and follow him wherever 
he might go. Life attains its perfection in the following of him. If 
you would be perfect, he told the enthusiastic and good young man, 
go and sell all you have and give to the poor. Then return and follow 
me. We must hear those words and, according to our circumstances 
and vocation, put them into practice. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 19: 21-27; Psalm 26; Luke 10:1-12 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two 
by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to 
go. He told them, The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on 
the road. When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house. ’ If 
a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will 
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return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they 
give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around 
from house to house. When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat 
what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 
‘The kingdom of God is near you. ’ But when you enter a town and 
are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your 
town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of 
this: The kingdom of God is near. ’ / tell you, it will be more bearable 
on that day for Sodom than for that town. (Luke 10: 1-12) 

Drama of dramas Literature is able to capture human 
drama, and this drama has varied with the times. Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar has a scene in which Caesar is solemnly warned to 
beware the Ides of March. So much hung in the balance for the 
Republic, for the liberty of the Senate and for the future of Rome. 
The day came, and in a meeting of the Senate, Caesar fell. All kinds 
of drama have featured in human history — I speak now not of 
drama as a genre of literature, but of that drama that is the stage of 
human history. We may think of the rise of Cromwell and the 
execution of King Charles. We may think of the attack on Vienna by 
the Islamic forces in July 1682, and of how so much hung in the 
balance, resolved in the great defeat of the Islamic armies by 
Sobieski. We may think of the drama of anti-Christian rationalism in 
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eighteenth century France and its eruption in the French Revolution. 
Amid the Terror and the cutting down of the Church, the goddess 
Reason, represented by an actress, was worshipped in Paris’s 
Cathedral and the Convention decreed the religion of Reason as the 
religion of France. We may think of the drama of the Russian 
Revolution more than a century later and the triumph of atheistic 
communism. There have been so many dramatic moments with 
awesome consequences. But there is a greater drama still. The 
stream of human history proceeds like, we might say, a mighty 
Amazon. Onward it flows, but it is not just a vast, moving mass. 
Every little thing within it is engaged in its own great drama. Every 
life has a unique significance. Man is not just a number, not just an 
unimportant part of a mass. He is an individual involved in a contest 
with eternal consequences. What is the drama of dramas — the 
conflict that is, as we might say, the mother of all conflicts? It is the 
acceptance or othem’ise of God and his will. Amid the astonishing 
variety characterising human life, this is one thing all mankind has in 
common. Hanging in the balance of every human life is the 
acceptance of God and his holy will. This is the drama of dramas. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord sends his disciples out 
two by two — there were seventy-two of them — to go ahead of 
him. We sense the urgency of the task. “Go/ / am sending you out 
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like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; 
and do not greet anyone on the road.” All that matters is that people 
hear and accept in faith and repentance the news of the Kingdom, the 
Kingdom of God that has come in the person of Jesus. For Christ’s 
disciples, the drama includes their proclamation of this event. For 
those to whom Christ’s disciples are sent, the drama involves their 
acceptance or otherwise of it. Will Jesus Christ be recognized for 
who he really is, the Saviour of the world, the Son of God become 
truly man, man’s brother and his Lord and God? There is no drama 
in human history that compares with this, for eternity is at stake. 
Consider what our Lord says of the rejection of this message. “ When 
you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. Heal 
the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near 
you. ’ But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its 
streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we 
wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is 
near. ’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than 
for that town ” (Luke 10: 1-12). The disciple of Christ, the member 
of Christ’s Church, and the entire Church herself, have a solemn 
responsibility to bear witness in life and word to the person and 
message of Jesus Christ. If this responsibility is not fulfilled in 
everyday life, then the drama has had a tragic issue. For its part, the 
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world has a solemn responsibility to hear this word, to receive it and 
to put it into practice. If this responsibility to hear and accept the 
word of Christ is not fulfilled, then again, the drama has had a tragic 
issue. The words of our Lord ought ring in our ears. We must not 
take them lightly. “ Be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near. I 
tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that 
town.” 

There are some basic and simple facts that every person must 
keep constantly before him. They are these: there is a God. We 
depend on him constantly. He has become one of us to save us from 
our sins and to bring us to eternal glory. We must hear his word, and 
his word comes to us in various ways but supremely in his Son Jesus 
Christ, conveyed and proclaimed by his body the Church — founded 
on the rock of Peter. Let us understand the drama of dramas in our 
life, which is to hear the word of God and to put it into practice. 

-- 
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Friday of the twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 38:1.12-1;40:3-; Psalm 138; Luke 10:13-6 

Jesus said to them, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
at the judgment than for you. And as for you, Capernaum, ‘Will you 
be exalted to heaven ? ou will go down to hell. ’ Whoever listens to 
you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever 
rejects me rejects the one who sent me. ” (Luke 10:13-6) 
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Religious truth One of the signs of the seriousness with 
which religion has traditionally been viewed in human societies is 
the persecution which has visited those who are not, in the view of 
the prevailing authority, orthodox. When Christianity first came to 
the notice of the Roman Empire as a following, there was something 
about it that those who represented the Empire did not like. It was 
not just one more of the many religions of the peoples which the 
Imperial administration tolerated for the sake of civil order and as a 
means of social and political unity. Christianity began to appear 
subversive — not in terms of ordinary crime, but in terms of its 
threat to the religious principles on which the Empire rested. The 
Empire would allow other religions provided, of course, it did not 
pretend to challenge piety to the gods on which the Empire 
depended. But this is what the Christian sect presumed to do. It held 
that their Jesus was Lord — meaning. Lord of all. All other religions 
were as nothing, indeed worse than nothing if they were a barrier to 
the recognition of the full authority of Jesus Christ. All depended on 
him. For the civil authorities this was intolerable, and the Empire 
came down on it accordingly. The point, though, is that at least this 
showed that, for Roman civilization, what you believed in religion 
was important. What you thought of the gods mattered. Of course, 
the paganism of Roman civilization passed away and was replaced 
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by the victorious Christian religion, but still, the instinctive sense 
continued on that what you believed in religion mattered 
enormously. The Catholic religion formed, and in a sense, even 
created European civilization — and its religion mattered. When the 
cataclysm of the Protestant Reformation occurred, religion was seen 
to matter on all sides. What you thought in respect to religion 
mattered, and your life was at risk if what you thought was at odds 
with the prevailing orthodoxy. This is not to comment on the 
question of truth in religion — it is only to point out that generally in 
human culture and society religion matters. It is very important that 
you see as being true what is true. If you do not, it is a morally 
serious matter. This is the human instinct, without going into the 
determination of what is actually true. Traditionally, there is no 
relativism there. 

In this sense, Christ’s insistence on the great seriousness of 
faith is all of a piece with the natural instinct of man. It is most 
serious, in Christ’s teaching, if you do not change and accept him for 
who he is. The truth about him just must be accepted — though of 
course you are free to refuse. But if you refuse then it has enormous 
moral implications. So we read in today’s Gospel passage: “ Jesus 
said to them, ‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Tyre and 
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Sidon, they would long ago have repented, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes. But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
judgment than for you. And as for you, Capernaum, Will you be 
exalted to heaven? You will go down to hell' ” (Luke 10:13-16). That 
was said during his public ministry. Risen from the dead, and soon 
to ascend into heaven, his parting words are similar — as reported in 
the Gospel of St Mark. Appearing to his disciples on the evening of 
the day he rose from the dead, he upbraided them for their lack of 
faith in the testimony of those who had seen him that day. So serious 
is what you believe! He then commands them to go to the whole 
world to preach the good news to every creature. li He who believes 
and is baptized will be saved. But he who does not believe will be 
condemned" (Mark 16:16). This is no morally neutral matter. Now, 
this is especially important for our day, in the era of human rights 
when we all appreciate the right to religious freedom and 
conscientious belief. It is a great gain that we now understand that 
no religious belief can be imposed on another — and gradually the 
world is coming to see this due to pressure from Western culture, 
supported by Christian teaching on the dignity of the human being. 
But a new danger is well in place, that of thinking that right and true 
religious belief, like truth itself, just does not matter. All that matters 
is that you be subjectively “sincere” — or rather, that you think you 
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are sincere. This philosophical assumption can undermine the 
teaching of Jesus Christ that he who is the Truth saves. 1 am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life , he taught. It is the acceptance of this, 
and living life according to it, which takes us to God and heaven. 
Let us be alert to a serious enemy: the notion that there is no 
objective Truth. All there is, is subjective opinion. 

Jesus Christ was not just a very nice man. He was not just a 
very understanding person who forgave everyone, whatever bad 
things they might have done. There is no prophet in the history of 
Israel who spoke with such strident clarity about the fact, the evil and 
the reality of sin and its terrible consequences in eternity. High 
among the sins vigorously condemned by Christ — and our Gospel 
passage today is but one instance — is the deliberate refusal to 
accept him as Lord, and his teachings as true. What you believe 
matters. It is imperative that you take pains to ensure you believe 
what is the truth. Let us never settle for being merely “a sincere 
person.” We must be persons in possession of the Truth. 

-- 
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Saturday of the twenty-sixth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 

to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace 
abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Job 42:1-3.5-6.12-16; Psalm 118; Luke 10:17-4 

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name. He replied, I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. / have given you authority to trample on 
snakes and scorpions and to overcome cdl the power of the enemy; 
nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits 
submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. At 
that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, I praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
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things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All things 
have been committed to me by my Father. No-one knows who the 
Son is except the Father, and no-one knows who the Father is except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to revecd him. Then he 
turned to his disciples and said privately, Blessed are the eyes that 
see what you see. For 1 tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it. (Luke 10: 17-4) 

All authority is his St Paul writes in one of his Letters that 
five hundred of the disciples saw the risen Jesus on one occasion. 
This passing information gives us an inkling of the following our 
Lord had during his public ministry. It is also clear that many 
followed our Lord with varying degrees of commitment. The Gospel 
of St John tells us that when our Lord announced the doctrine of the 
Eucharist in the synagogue of Capernaum, many of his disciples left 
him. It is precisely at that point that there is the first reference to the 
defection of Judas. In our Gospel passage today our Lord sends out 
six dozen — seventy two — of his disciples to prepare the way ahead 
of him. We notice that when Luke lists the Twelve (6:14-16), they 
are listed broadly in pairs. Presumably when the Twelve were sent 
out they went two by two, so there were six parties of the Apostles 
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sent out on mission in pairs. Here in our Gospel today there were six 
dozen of his disciples sent out. I wonder whether this figure 
somehow related to the six teams of Apostles when they were on 
mission. At least it can remind us of the link in mission between all 
Christ’s disciples and the Twelve — and their successors. So they 
went out and discovered the power of the name of Jesus. We read 
that “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name.” We do not read of anything like 
this in the work of the prophets of the Old Testament. They do not 
invest their disciples with power over the netherrworld. We even 
read elsewhere of some of the Twelve encountering a person not of 
their company — not one of Christ’s disciples — who was using the 
name of Jesus to cast out demons. Jesus of Nazareth was being seen 
as a great power for good. Our Lord confirms his power over Satan. 
“/ saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven ,” he told them. This 
may refer to his having witnessed Satan being cast out of heaven at 
the beginning. It may refer to his witnessing in his mind’s eye the 
present and future work of his disciples combating the demons. It 
could refer to the very end when God will be all in all. 

What matters, though, and what they ought rejoice in, is that 
their names are written in heaven. This comes from their being 
Christ’s disciples and from being united with him in his mission. 
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They are beloved of the Father, and the Father has chosen to reveal 
to them, the little ones, the person and mission of Jesus of Nazareth. 
We read that “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, 
said, I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 
them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good 
pleasure .” Then our Lord speaks directly of himself: “A// things have 
been committed to me by my Father .” This is a simple statement but 
full of momentous significance. Is there any other person in all the 
Scriptures about whom such a thing is said? It is not said of 
Abraham, nor of Moses, nor of David, nor of any of the prophets. 
When in the wilderness at the threshold of his public ministry, our 
Lord had been promised by Satan that he would hand the over world 
to him provided he, Jesus, worshipped him. Our Lord told Satan to 
be gone. Here our Lord tells his disciples that all things have been 
entrusted to him by the Father. The kingdom of heaven was his. He 
was the King of kings and the Lord of lords. When our Lord rose 
from the dead he said to his disciples that all authority in heaven and 
on earth had been given to him. They were to go, then, to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations. Here the seventy-two — 
representing, we might say, the body of our Lord’s disciples — are 
being introduced to the Church’s mission. Jesus Christ is the 
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fulfilment of all that was promised and expected. “ No-one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, and no-one knows who the Father 
is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see. I tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it” (Luke 10: 17-24). 

In Christ, St Paul writes, is found every heavenly blessing. In 
him dwells the fullness of the godhead bodily. If we wish to plumb 
the depths of the universe and attain its key, all this will be found in a 
specific person, the person of Jesus Christ. In encountering him we 
encounter the Ultimate, the Absolute, the Final, the Deepest. We 
reach our term in him and there is no further to go when we gain 
him. The one thing that matters is to know Christ Jesus and become 
his friend and disciple. This great blessing is granted by the Father, 
and he grants it not to those who deem themselves wise and clever, 
but to little children. Let us pray for this blessing, then! 

-- 
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Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; 
Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-12. 

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, “Is it lawful for a 
husband to divorce his wife?” They were testing him. He said to 
them in reply, “What did Moses command you?” They replied, 
“Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss 
her. ” But Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts 
he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, 
God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave 
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his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must 
separate. ” In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about 
this. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery. ” (Mark 10:2- 
12 ) 


Marriage There have been philosophical systems the 

central idea of which is absurdity. That is to say, they propose that 
reality is discovered to lack purpose and ultimate worth. Ultimately, 
life is not worth living. At its centre, life is harsh, dark and ugly. 
One ought not too glibly dismiss this because this is precisely the 
experience of many. Without a sure conviction of a good God and, 
perhaps, of a divine Revelation, it may not be easy to see or show 
how meaningfulness carries the day. Cardinal Newman wrote in his 
great Apologia (1864) that were it not for his inescapable sense of 
God present in his conscience, the evil of the world would have 
driven him into some from of unbelief. All this is to say that 
Revelation confirms that sin has stuck the world — as lightning 
might strike a tree, causing grievous damage. Nevertheless, the tree 
is not destroyed. It survives and, though crippled, continues to bear 
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some foliage while awaiting a new blossoming that will come to it 
from better times. And so the world is, with all its pain, still a 
beautiful world. Nature films bear witness to its astonishing beauty 
— the fields, the mountains, the falls, the birds and the animals. 
Most beautiful of all is man, man and woman who rise and fall in 
their grandeur. One of the most beautiful things about man is the 
love that he can have for the other, and in particular his love for his 
spouse. There are few things of greater beauty than the married love 
of the newly betrothed who have entrusted themselves in love to one 
another till death, and to this our Lord alludes in today’s Gospel 
passage (Mark 10:2-12). When the Church and when family and 
friends look on them at the start of their course, they instinctively 
think that for all the shadows it is still a beautiful world. Literature 
extols the beauty of married and family love, and this is absolutely 
confirmed by divine revelation. In fact, God spoke of himself as a 
husband and bridegroom. His chosen people are his spouse. He has 
made married love one of the most beautiful things in the world, a 
principal image of his relationship with us, his children. In its turn 
married love looks to Christ’s love for his Church as its truest model, 
and it will retain and grow in its characteristic beauty the more it 
mirrors and pulsates with this love. 
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Man and woman have been created by God in equal dignity, 
for they are each equally at the summit of the world. They each are 
human persons and stand together as lord and lady of the garden that 
is creation. At the same time, while being equal in dignity they are 
made to complement one another reciprocally. God has willed them 
one for the other to form a communion of persons. In that 
matrimonial communion they transmit human life in the context of 
their oneness with each other. As “one flesh” they are called to bring 
forth new life and to be God’s stewards of the earth. This marital 
relationship, which man easily takes for granted and easily abuses, 
has, in the case of the Church’s members, been sanctified and made 
one of the seven Sacraments. Christian marriage is a Sacrament of 
divine love. That is, it is the sign and channel of Christ’s love. If a 
couple remain in Christ, his love becomes the soul and support of 
their marriage. The Church teaches that there is a more noble 
vocation still — that which sets aside marriage and for love of God 
consecrates one’s heart and life to Christ directly in a celibate love. 
But the world depends on marriage as God intended it to be, and in 
particular on the Sacrament of matrimony. A couple who live their 
married life in accord with the teaching of Christ and his Church are 
on a grand and beautiful, if difficult, road. It leads to life here, and 
everlasting life hereafter. It is a road that excludes adultery, 
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contraception, all forms of polygamy, and the ending of their own 
indissoluble bond prior to death. For all the darkness and sin that 
lurk in every corner of this beautiful house, ever ready to burst into a 
conflagration, the grace of God is present to sustain, fortify and 
overcome. God means marriage to be the iconic communion of life, 
life’s lasting and best joy, issuing in new life. It has the mission to 
be the image here on earth of the life of the Holy Trinity and to bear 
witness to the love of Christ for his Church and for mankind. The 
whole of culture and society ought make it its business to hold 
marriage and family aloft as a beacon and as its most precious 
possession. 

The Church takes a very strong stand on marriage and in 
particular on Christian marriage. It will resist any pressure in society 
to lessen its status or to allow it to be confused with other 
relationships, be they good or bad. It resists laws and institutions 
that do not support one or other of the essential features of marriage. 
These essential characteristics of marriage are revealed by God in the 
teaching of Christ and in the natural law — and the natural law is 
illuminated by the teaching of Christ. Let us sing the grandeur of 
marriage, and let the song be heard everywhere. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1643- 
1654 (The Goods and Requirements of Conjugal love), 369-373 
(Male and Female equality and difference willed by God). 

-- 
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Monday of the twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 1:6-12; Psalm 110; Luke 10:25-37 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
Teacher, he asked, what must 1 do to inherit eternal life? What is 
written in the Law? he replied. How do you read it? He answered: 
'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind and, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself. ’ You have answered correctly, Jesus replied. 
Do this and you will live. But he wanted to justify himself, so he 
asked Jesus, And who is my neighbour? In reply Jesus said: A man 
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was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the 
hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to be going 
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave 
them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him, ’ he said, ‘and when I return, 
I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have. ’ Which of 
these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers? The expert in the law replied, The one who had 
mercy on him. Jesus told him, Go and do likewise. (Luke 10: 25-37) 

What man must do There are many things that are very 
distinctive about that body of ancient writing which Christians call 
the Old Testament, apart from its being the inspired record of 
supernatural revelation. If we set it next to, say, the works of Plato 
or Aristotle, one obvious feature about it is its distinctive concern for 
right and holy living: what man must do in order to please God and 
gain life. But there is another feature which is closely aligned to this, 
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and that is its need for interpretation. Any body of writing needs to 
be interpreted, but the order and structure of the Old Testament 
presents special challenges. It is made up of a wide variety of 
literary genres from different eras and settings, all in one way or 
another setting forth what God had done and said, and what man 
must do in response. A fundamental order in respect to what man 
must do is offered in the Ten Commandments of the book of Exodus. 
But, for instance, the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy contain 
numerous prescriptions of varied importance, chapter after chapter. 
The prophets condemn sins of different kinds and uphold the range 
of God’s laws. The entire Scriptures required interpretation and, in 
fact, what characterized the life of the chosen people were the 
markedly distinct interpretations of the Scriptures propounded by the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees and others besides. One aspect of Christ’s 
mission was to reveal the true meaning of the Scriptures in the midst 
of this plethora of interpretations. The New Testament, in setting 
forth the mystery and person of Jesus Christ, was laying down the 
definitive meaning of the Scriptures and pronouncing on the value of 
other interpretations. God’s revelation was being given its true 
meaning and this was itself a revelation from on high in the person 
and teaching of Jesus Christ. We see this process being played out 
on a smaller scale in our Gospel today, yet in a way that is 
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immensely illuminating. A teacher and expert in the law rises to test 
Jesus. He asks him a fundamental question requiring a knowledge of 
the Scriptures that pinpointed its heart and soul. 

That question was, What must I do to gain eternal life (Luke 
10: 25-37)? It is the question of all questions, and it is precisely this 
that sets the Hebrew Scriptures so much above the literature of 
ancient times. The answer was not difficult. When our Lord asked 
his questioner to answer from the Law, the lawyer had no difficulty 
in replying. He immediately cited two sentences from the Old 
Testament. The first was from Deuteronomy chapter 6 verse 5, and 
it gave the most magnificent statement of man’s vocation in ancient 
literature: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. Therefore you shall 
love the Lord you God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength. We may notice that the lawyer adds, and with 
all your mind. The lawyer may have been forgetting the implication 
of loving God with all your mind. This includes striving to avoid 
mistakes and errors in interpretation of the Scriptures. Loving God 
with all our minds involves striving to know him and his will as 
perfectly as possible. We remember that on one occasion our Lord 
told the Sadducees that they understood neither the meaning of the 
Scriptures nor the power of God, and that they were very much 
mistaken. He was continually telling the scribes and the Pharisees 
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that in their opposition to him — such as in the interpretation of the 
Sabbath — they were very much mistaken. It is not enough to love 
God with all our heart, our soul and all our strength if, in fact, we are 
in error about him and his will, when the truth of the matter is 
available to us. God wants us to be right in our understanding of 
what he has revealed, and of course it is for this very purpose that he 
has bestowed on us his revelation. This light of understanding comes 
in the person of Jesus Christ. The lawyer completes his answer by 
citing another key sentence in the Old Testament, from Leviticus, 
chapter 19:18. You shall love your neighbour as yourself. Our Lord 
confirms what the lawyer has said, and in response to the further 
query proceeds to tell his famous parable of the Good Samaritan — a 
heretic in religious belief and a foreigner, but who outshines the 
priest and the Levite in his love for his neighbour in need. 

It is love for God in practical action which our Lord highlights 
in his answer to the lawyer. The lawyer knew the answer to his own 
question — he was attempting to test and trap Jesus. Our Lord uses 
the occasion to place at the forefront of divine revelation the 
imperative of helping our brother in need. As our Lord will explain 
elsewhere (Matthew 25), at the Last Judgment we shall be judged on 
whether we have been like the Good Samaritan. Our Lord himself is 
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supremely the Good Samaritan for the entire human race. Let us 
strive to be like him, then! 
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Tuesday of the twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 1:13-24; Psalm 138; Luke 10:38-42 

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a 
village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She 
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what 
he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had 
to be made. She came to him and asked, Lord, don 7 you care that 
my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me! 
Martha, Martha, the Lord answered, you are worried and upset 
about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen 
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what is better, and it will not be taken away from her. (Luke 10:38- 
42) 


Being busy I have read an outstanding two-volume life of 
Christ (The Mystery of Jesus, 1966, by Pierre R. Bernard O.P.) 
which, in its treatment of this Gospel passage today, places Mary the 
sister of Martha at the centre of the scene. Yes, Mary’s action of 
sitting at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said is held up as more 
important than being worried and upset about many other things, 
such as the serving. But the focus is also on Martha. Decades after 
the event, the scene was recorded by Luke for the sake of the Church. 
In the Gospel of St John, Martha and Mary together with their 
brother Lazarus have an entire chapter devoted to them, and in it 
Martha’s example of faith in our Lord is an instance of the faith that 
the Gospel is designed to produce. Martha professed before Jesus 
that he was the Messiah and the Son of God, and this profession was 
followed by Christ’s raising of her brother Lazarus from the dead. 
Luke also knew of Martha, and in our scene today it is she who 
welcomes Jesus into her home. She takes the initiative in giving this 
welcome, and showers upon him the service she desires to give to 
him. We read elsewhere in the Gospel that the apostolic band with 
Jesus at their centre was, in their travelling, assisted by some women 
who supported them out of their means and attended to what was 
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needed. Martha was of this stamp, though she did not travel around 
with our Lord and the Apostles. She loved our Lord, recognized him 
for who he was, and wished to serve him with all her heart. We 
ought also remember that Martha is celebrated in the Church’s 
Liturgical Year as a saint. The Evangelist, in presenting her loving 
sendee to the Christian reader, wished also to record a correction our 
Lord was remembered to have given. Do not get distracted away 
from Christ by all the business that is part and parcel of serving him 
in the life of the Church. Martha was an image of the one who 
serves Christ and his Church. This work of service can lead to 
irritation, anxiety and even annoyance with others. The one thing 
necessary can, on occasion, be forgotten. 

What is the one thing necessary which the Christian must 
always be doing? It is to have one’s heart focussed on the person of 
Jesus and to be listening to his word with the desire to put it into 
practice. On another occasion in the Gospel, our Lord was teaching 
a group of disciples before a crowd, and word came through that his 
mother and his relatives were outside desirous of seeing him. His 
response was to point to the ones before him and say, Here are my 
mother and my brothers. Whoever does the will of my Father is my 
mother and my sister and my brother. What matters to our Lord is 
that we listen to him in love with the resolve to put his word into 
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practice. We remember how, at the beginning of his public ministry, 
our Lord and his disciples attended the wedding feast of Cana where 
the wine ran out. Mary the mother of Jesus, having informed her son 
that the wine had run out, told the servants to do whatever he tells 
them. The changing of the water into wine followed, but the words 
of Mary are what is important. The Christian must listen to Christ 
and do whatever he says. On another occasion our Lord, using the 
example of building a house, said that it is the man who hears his 
words and puts them into practice who is building on rock. In our 
Gospel scene today (Luke 10:38-42) Mary’s action is held up before 
Martha — Martha, the example of loving welcome and service of 
Christ — as something she must always remember. Do not get lost 
in the service of Christ to the point of partially forgetting Christ 
himself. The one thing necessary and which Christ himself desires, 
is that we keep the attention of our hearts on him and on his will. In 
the particular circumstance of our Gospel passage today, it is this 
which Mary, the sister of Martha, was doing. Our Lord wishes 
Martha to take advantage of Mary’s example, and Luke holds it up 
for the benefit of all of Christ’s faithful. Perhaps Luke saw this 
event as particularly instructive for him and his companions who 
were so much part of the grand and very busy missionary enterprise 
of St Paul. 
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Let we, who are followers of Jesus Christ, every day keep 
before our minds our primary ambition. It is to love Jesus with all 
our heart, for he is our Redeemer and our God. We must not let our 
work of serving Jesus with its possible distraction, worry and 
irritation cloud our hearts and diminish his presence in our souls. 
The cares of life can distract us away. Rather, in the midst of these 
cares, the one thing necessary is that we keep our mind, our heart and 
our soul focussed on Jesus. This requires a regime of prayer, 
spiritual reading, sacraments and general recollection. We must be 
contemplative in action and be persons whose vision is ever on 
Christ, whatever be our particular calling. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 2:1-2.7-14; Psalm 116; Luke 11:1-4 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, just 
as John taught his disciples. He said to them, When you pray, say: 
‘Father, hallowed he your name, your kingdom come. Give us each 
day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation. ’ 
(Luke 11:1-4) 
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Our Father! Many things that Jesus said and did caused 
mounting hostility towards him on the part of the leaders of the Jews. 
There was his observance of and pronouncements on the Sabbath. 
There were his utterances on the traditions of the elders. Above and 
beyond all, there was his attitude to Yahweh God and, consequently, 
his claims about himself. God was his very own father, in an 
absolutely unique sense. We read in the Gospel of St John that on 
one occasion the “Jews” — which is to say some of the leaders of the 
Jews — took up stones with which to stone him because he claimed 
that God was his father. They grasped the point exactly and 
correctly: his claim implied that he himself was equal to God, for as 
God’s own son he must share with God the divine nature. “7 and the 
Father are one," he said elsewhere. “ Before Abraham ever was, 1 
am." “Fie who sees me sees the Father." No prophet of God’s chosen 
people had spoken like this. It is in this context that we must 
consider the prayer which the Lord taught his disciples, and which in 
shorter form is given to us by St Luke in our Gospel today. It begins 
most significantly. It addresses God as Father ! St Matthew’s version 
gives the fuller expression of it: our Father ! St Paul writes that in the 
Spirit we address God as Abba! Father! In turning to God we say, 
Father — dear, dear Father! So it is that among the many distinctive 
features of the Christian religion is to be counted the character of its 
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prayer. The Christian regards the most high God as his Father — 
not his Father by nature as does Christ, but by virtue of an 
“adoption.” God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and because 
of his death and resurrection the baptized Christian is granted the 
grace of a share in Christ’s divine sonship. We are not God’s natural 
children who possess by nature his divine life. Rather, we have been 
granted a share in the divine life by the gift of grace making us 
adopted children of God. Christ is the second divine person made 
man and is the Father’s natural and only begotten son. 

This is not allowed by our Jewish brethren. For them, God is 
Father and Husband to his chosen people by special choice, ratified 
by the covenant of Moses and spelt out by the prophets. So God is 
indeed very close to his people. But for those who are privileged to 
be members of this people there is no question of a sharing in the 
very life of God. We remain his creatures and nothing more by 
nature. Such is the revealed monotheism of Judaism and within that 
tradition one could not pray the Lord’s prayer as Christ meant it. 
Islam will not have it that Allah, the one and only God, is Father and 
Husband to a chosen people. God, the Lord of Mercy and of the 
Worlds, Master of Judgment, is the Master whom man worships. He 
is great and he is beyond. This, of course, is manifestly a different 
teaching on the one God from that of Moses and the Prophets. But 
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far more so does it differ from that of Jesus Christ. Mahomet 
absolutely rejects that Allah could have a natural divine Son, who — 
to crown all — became man and even died on a cross, rising then in 
glory as man again! For Islam this contradicts monotheism. All this 
shows the ineffable and wondrously distinct character of the 
Christian revelation, and therefore of Christian prayer. In Christ, 
God has granted a revelation of himself that is far beyond what 
nature and man’s natural powers will suggest. The most exalted 
conceptions of God will not attain to it. The Christian, because of 
the gift of grace, is an adopted child of God enjoying a share in his 
divine life. He is thus empowered to address God as his Father — 
not, of course, in the unique and natural sense in which Christ does, 
but by the special gift of being “adopted” by God. This gift of 
adoption is granted at baptism and involves a new birth in the soul. 
As St Paul writes, this new birth makes of the Christian a new 
creature able to call God his Father: Abba, dear Father! The prayer of 
the Christian is different from that of his brother the Jew because the 
Christian shares in the life of Christ. As already implied, far more so 
is it different from the prayer of Islam. 

Let us treasure the Lord’s prayer, always praying it with the 
doctrine of God revealed by Jesus Christ in mind. The one God in 
three persons has offered us the grace of being his adopted children. 
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We address the most high God as our Father. Let us live as his 
children, striving to be like his only-begotten Son. “ Father, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our dlcdly 
bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 
agcdnst us. And lead us not into temptation .” (Luke 11:1-4) 

-- 
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Thursday of the twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 3:1-5; (Psalm) Luke 1; Luke 11:5-13 

Then Jesus said to them, Suppose one of you has a friend, and 
he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and 1 
have nothing to set before him. ’ Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t 
bother me. The door is cdready locked, and my children are with me 
in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything. ’ I tell you, though he 
will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet 
because of the man ’s boldness he will get up and give him as much 
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as he needs. So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you fathers, if your son 
asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an 
egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! (Luke 
11: 5-13) 

Ask! I remember attending a lunchtime lecture by a staff 
member of the department of Philosophy at Sydney University. The 
lecture was on prayer, and at one point he said that if a person prays 
for rain and rain comes very soon afterwards, it will naturally be 
thought that the rain was an answer to prayer. There were persons 
who criticised his example, saying that while it might be natural to 
think this, the mere fact that rain came soon after the prayer does not 
prove that it was due to the prayer. It could have been a coincidence. 
The Christian, of course, begins not with an example of that kind, but 
with the person and word of Jesus Christ. He accepts (on the word of 
Jesus Christ) that the Gospels are inspired and are therefore a true 
record of the deeds and sayings of Jesus Christ. The Catholic 
Christian also, very importantly, accepts that the Church is his 
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creation and has by his gift the assistance of the same Spirit who 
inspired the Scriptures. He therefore relies on Christ’s guarantee in 
the Gospels and confirmed by the Church’s teaching on the power of 
prayer. As with the rest of Christian teaching, Christ’s teaching on 
prayer is expressed not just in one passage of the Scriptures but in the 
sweep of the Scriptures. Our Gospel passage today is not the only 
passage in the Gospels that relates to prayer. Furthermore, the 
Scriptures themselves must be interpreted according to the mind of 
the Church who is their guardian and divinely appointed interpreter. 
All this having been said, we have before us in today’s passage some 
wonderful words about prayer to God our Father in heaven. There is 
no avoiding it — Christ says that our prayers will be answered, if we 
persist. He is manifestly insistent: Ask and it will be given to you. St 
James makes the point in his Letter that if our faith is not shown in 
deeds, our faith is shown to be dead (2:17). If in our heart of hearts 
we do not think there is much use in praying for what we think we or 
others truly need, what is to be said of our faith in the person of 
Christ and his word? 

Therefore we must pray for what we need. St Alphonsus 
Liguori in one of his works makes the point that the reason why we 
do not receive more from God is that we ask very little from him. 
Would this be the case if we had a truly lively faith in his reality and 
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presence, most especially in the person of Jesus his Son? Do we 
believe that God as our Father wants to give us what we need? “For 
everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened St Alphonsus says elsewhere that 
the prayer of petition is perhaps the most important prayer of all and 
our salvation in a sense depends on it. Our receiving the divine help 
we need to grow in goodness and holiness of life and to reach our 
eternal homeland, to a degree depends on our asking for it. “If you 
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!" (Luke 11: 5-13). Of course, the test of 
our faith will come when we do not receive in a short time what we 
have asked for. A further test of our faith will come when we do not 
receive what we have been asking for even over a period of quite 
some time. Many give up on the prayer of petition at this point, and 
it represents a decline in faith. A further test still will come if we do 
not ever receive precisely what we have been asking for. A dear 
relative — a parent or child — falls ill with terminal cancer, and 
prayers ascend to God for that person’s full recovery. The decline 
continues and the sufferer dies. What is to be made of it? As with all 
hard facts, such a fact as this summons the Christian to a deeper 
understanding of God’s word in its fullness. Christ himself asked his 
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Father that the chalice be taken away from him, but it was not. 
Rather, his prayer brought strength to his humanity and it served to 
attain the full objective of the redemption of the world. All that is 
promised to us is to be situated within the divine plan. God cannot 
promise to do what opposes his plan for our welfare. It is not 
difficult to understand this point, and it must not lessen our resolve to 
pray constantly, never losing heart. “Thy will be done ” must be the 
first of our petitions. 

At the very beginning of his public ministry, our Lord and his 
disciples attended the wedding feast at Cana. Mary his mother was 
there. As St John tells us, during the feast, the wine ran out and she 
came to him and simply said, “ They have no wine.’’' Humanly, it must 
not have been the intention of Jesus to begin at that point to show his 
glory, for he said to her, “Woman, what is that to me? My hour has 
not yet come.” But her petition stood, and she simply said to the 
stewards, “Do whatever he tells you.” She had no doubt that 
something would be done. And so it was. Let us unhesitatingly pray 
for what we need, provided it seems that what we are asking for is in 
accord with the will of God. Let us pray, and keep on praying, 
asking withal that the will of God be done. 

-- 
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Friday of the twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 3:7-14; Psalm 110; Luke 11:15-26 

Some people said of Jesus, It is by Beelzebub, the prince of 
demons, that he is driving out demons. Others tested him by asking 
for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: 
Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house 
divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, 
how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive 
out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, 
by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your 
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judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come to you. When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armour in 
which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. He who is not with 
me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters. 
When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, 7 will return to the 
house I left. ’ When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put 
in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked 
than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of 
that man is worse than the first. (Luke 11: 15-26) 

Satan In the Old Testament — the Hebrew Scriptures — 
we find various references to the good angels. When God expelled 
Adam from the Garden “he stationed the cherubim and the fiery 
revolving sword, to guard the way to the tree of life''’ (Genesis 3:24). 
Angels appear to Abraham. An angel appears to Gideon. The book 
of Tobit is largely concerned with the guidance given by the angel 
Raphael to Tobias. The most important revelation about Satan is in 
the book of Genesis where he engineers the Fall of man. Another 
important reference to Satan is found in the book of Job, in which he 
is the initiator of Job’s afflictions. He does not appear much 
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elsewhere. When it comes to the angelic world, it is the angels, the 
good spirits, who feature much more. Now, the angels have an 
important place in the New Testament, especially though not 
exclusively in the narratives of Matthew and Luke about the infancy 
of Christ. They feature in our Lord’s public ministry, in his Passion 
(in the Garden of Gethsemane) and in the Resurrection. But what is 
especially noteworthy — at least when set against the Old Testament 
— is the sudden prominence of Satan in the Gospels. In his teaching 
our Lord refers to Hell and the demonic far often than is found 
anywhere in the Old Testament. He reveals the prospect of an 
eternity in Hell for the sinner who does not repent, and it was to save 
us from the fires of Hell that he became man. Salvation comes from 
union in faith and baptism with him. Our Lord’s public ministry, 
beginning with his temporary withdrawal to the wilderness following 
his baptism, is marked by an encounter with the prince of Hell, 
Satan. It began a battle to the death. From the outset Christ is in 
direct conflict with the demons who have in numbers made their 
abode in the lives of very many unfortunates of God’s chosen people. 
We do not get the impression that this was wholly the fault of those 
possessed. We read of a young boy possessed by a demon. One of 
Christ’s most ardent disciples, Mary Magdalene, had had seven 
demons cast out of her by him. 
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Christ’s public ministry was in large measure dominated by his 
conflict with Satan. Appointing Simon to be the rock of his Church 
and giving to him the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, Christ 
promises that the powers of Hell will not prevail. At the Last Supper 
he spoke to his disciples of his Passion as the moment when the 
Prince of this world was on his way. In our Gospel today our Lord 
speaks specifically of Satan’s kingdom. The demonic world, our 
Lord implies, is organized and well thought through. It is “a 
kingdom ” and “a household ,” suggesting a unity and a strategy. 
“Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house 
divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself 
how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive 
out demons by Beelzebub?'’ The only victor over Satan is Jesus Christ 
because he is far the stronger. He despoils Satan who has been in 
possession, and shares out the spoils — and this was the upshot of 
our Lord’s ministry and death and resurrection. “ When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 
But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes 
away the armour in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 
He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather 
with me, scatters ” (Luke 11:15-26). Christ warns all to be vigilant. 
It is not enough to have been freed by God’s power of the influence 
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of this spirit, for this enemy seeks to return. “ When an evil spirit 
comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and 
does not find it. Then it says, 7 will return to the house I left. ’ When 
it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it 
goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they 
go in and live there. And the fined condition of that man is worse 
than the first" (Luke 11:15-26). I remember watching a contest shot 
on film between a crocodile and a lion. The more nimble lion forced 
the crocodile away back into the river. But then, becoming 
distracted, the lion remained on the shore and ceased to be on guard. 
The crocodile suddenly returned and, rushing from the water, took 
the lion. 

Let us beware , as our first parents did not beware. Their 
archetypal example has been replicated time and time again in the 
history of our race. Wellington did not underestimate the genius of 
Bonaparte as a military commander, but prepared for the final 
encounter at Waterloo with great care. Were it not for the arrival of 
Blucher, he may have lost. Bonaparte, on the other hand, 
underestimated Wellington and underperformed. Should we 
underestimate Satan — and our age tends to regard the demons as a 
joke — it will lead to a downfall. Let us take our stand with Christ, 
carrying his banner to victory. That banner is the sign Constantine 
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saw in the skies: it is the Cross. Let us follow Jesus as he carries the 
cross. That is our weapon, and by it we win. 

-- 
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Saturday of the twenty-seventh week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is 
held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and 
to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 3:22-29; Psalm 104; Luke 11:27-28 

4.s' Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called 
out, Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you. He 
replied, Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey 
it. (Luke 11:27-28) 

Blessedness Our brief gospel passage today is from St 
Luke. Luke — the companion of St Paul and one of the principal 
writers of the New Testament — includes various tributes to Mary 
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the mother of Jesus. The first comes directly from a great angel. 
Gabriel is one of three angels who feature in the Old Testament and 
whose names we are given. He addresses Mary with profound 
respect, and adds (in various manuscripts), “ blessed are you among 
women ” (Luke 1:28). He tells her that she will bring forth a 
superlative son. This, then, was the pronouncement of heaven. 
Mary’s kinswoman Elizabeth, speaking under inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, utters the same praise: “ Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the one to be born of you’’’ (1:42). Mary herself in 
response, praises God for what he has done for her and 
acknowledges the same, ‘ for behold, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed ” (1:48). The Greek word for “blessed” varies, 
but the sense is similar and consistent. Luke means to be clear: Mary 
is the most “blessed” among women. Again, in our Gospel passage 
today which is later in Luke’s Gospel, Mary is pronounced to be 
“blessed among women”. As we read, “As Jesus was saying these 
things, a woman in the crowd ccdled out, Blessed is the mother who 
gave you birth and nursed you ” (Luke 11:27). This, then, is the 
teaching of the Scriptures, that Mary is the blessed one among God’s 
creatures. She is the “ blessed ” one, and as the angel Gabriel made 
clear, as did Elizabeth her kinswoman, and as did the woman in the 
crowd today, her blessedness comes from her being the mother of 


- 1831 - 



Jesus her divine Son. During his dying moments on the Cross, Christ 
bestowed on his beloved disciple this blessing that was his mother. 
“Behold your mother 7” he said to him. “ Behold your son!” he said to 
her. John did not include these last words of Christ as a mere 
curiosity. They were meant to indicate to us that the Church now has 
a most “blessed” mother and model. 

Christ does not rebuff this praise of the woman for his mother 
— it is meant above all to be praise for himself. The woman is 
overcome with admiration for him, and as a mother she cannot help 
but acknowledge the blessedness of the one who bore and nurtured 
him. But our Lord — humbly deflecting what is really praise of 
himself — points to a deeper blessedness. Man is indeed blessed 
because of what God gives to him, but he is especially blessed if he 
hears the word of God and obeys it. This is what his own mother 
did, and it is what he himself always did so supremely. “ Can any of 
you convict me of sin?” he challenged his enemies. “/ always do 
what pleases him,” he says elsewhere. “ Not my will, but yours be 
done” he prayed in agony in the Garden. The supreme blessing of 
life is not to have abundance of material goods, nor an abundance of 
goods of any kind — and they come from God. It is not to have been 
successful in one’s career, or to have an especially wide circle of 
friends and to enjoy consequent popularity. We do not see this in the 
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life of Mary the mother of Jesus. What we see in her is perfect faith 
and obedience — humble and hidden withal. The greatest blessing 
of life is to have found the path to obedience. The supreme success 
is to have made great headway in true religion, which, as John Henry 
Newman once wrote, is in essence recognizing God’s authority and 
then obeying it. This is precisely what our Lord tells us in today’s 
Gospel. The essential thing in life is that we hear the word of God 
and obey it. Every day we ought rise and immediately make that our 
ambition for the day. It is often said that we must develop a very 
positive attitude to life. The most positive thing we can do, and 
which is attainable for every person whatever be his talents or lack of 
them, is to strive to know the will of God, to hear his word, and 
assiduously to obey it. His will and his word is presented in the 
Scriptures, explicated by the Church, and made concrete in the 
dictates of conscience and the duties of our state in life. 

Let us accept our Lord’s simple and very clear teaching. It is 
the path to true success, whatever be the poverty of our 
circumstances and achievements. In this we ought be ever starting 
again. Every day, let us begin all over again to attend with a full 
heart to the person and word of Jesus Christ. Hearing his word, let 
us make it our entire business to put it into practice, for “blessed 
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rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it” (Luke 11:27- 
28). 

-- 
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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalm 90:12-17; 

Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on 
his knees before him. Good teacher, he asked, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life? Why do you call me good? Jesus answered. 
No-one is good — except God alone. You know the commandments: 
‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give 
false testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother. ’ 
Teacher, he declared, all these I have kept since I was a boy. Jesus 
looked at him and loved him. One thing you lack, he said. Go, sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
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in heaven. Then come, follow me. At this the man’s face fell. He 
went away sad, because he had great wealth. Jesus looked around 
and said to his disciples, How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God! The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
said again, Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It 
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God. The disciples were even more 
amazed, and said to each other, Who then can be saved? Jesus 
looked at them and said, With man this is impossible, but not with 
God; all things are possible with God. Peter said to him, We have 
left everything to follow you! / tell you the truth, Jesus replied, 
no-one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields — and with them, persecutions) and in 
the age to come, eternal life. (Mark 10: 17-30) 

Material goods Our Gospel scene today presents us with a 
situation of great promise. A man whom our Lord quickly came to 
regard with a special love presented himself to him. With ardour and 
respect, he asked from our Lord the direction that leads to heaven. 
Our Lord appears reserved before this enthusiasm, but immediately 
learns from the man that this keenness is of a piece with his past life. 
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He has kept God’s commandments from his earliest years. On a 
separate occasion our Lord said that he counted the one who hears 
the word of God and keeps it as his mother and sister and brother. 
Our Lord looked on this man and loved him. He then extended to 
him a precious invitation which meant so much to our Lord. If you 
wish to be perfect in the love and service of God, sell all your many 
possessions and give to the poor, then come and follow me (Mark 10: 
17-30). This direct following of Christ in the way indicated would 
have set him on the path to perfection. But the man, in a terrible 
sadness, refused. The stumbling block was his attachment to his 
many possessions. He loved material wealth in a way that led him to 
turn away from the word and the person of Christ. The thought of 
this good young man’s material possessions ought lead us to consider 
the place in life of the material goods we use and own and seek to 
own. As St Ignatius Loyola states in the foundation meditation of his 
Spiritual Exercises , man was created to know, love and serve God 
his Creator. The love and service of God is the objective to which 
God means the heart of man to be totally attached, and man’s 
happiness will be found therein. All that the Creator bestows, 
including material goods, is intended to help man attain this 
all-encompassing goal. Inasmuch as man is a member of this 
material world, the material goods which in the providence of God 
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come his way and which he uses, obviously have a fundamental 
place in his life. But their place must be that given to them by God. 
In his use of material goods, man must be on guard lest they turn his 
heart away from the service of God. Rather, they must be used in a 
way that helps him grow in the love of God. 

Material goods are not to be used, and are not to have a place 
in human life, which is at the whim or ambition of man alone. He 
must in all things be subject to the will of God our Creator as 
revealed by Jesus Christ his Son, and Christ’s teaching is explained 
and applied by the Church speaking in his name. The Church has an 
entire social doctrine involving the correct way of acting in 
economic, social and political life, as well as the right and duty of 
human labour, of justice and solidarity among nations, and of love 
for the poor. From the Encyclical Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo 
XIII in 1891, to the Encyclical Populorum Progressio of Pope Paul 
VI in 1967, to the Encyclical Caritas in Veritate of Pope Benedict 
XVI in 2009 — and beyond, the Church has pronounced on the 
proper use of material goods in personal, social and international life. 
This authoritative teaching may be said to stem from the Seventh and 
Tenth Commandments, You shall not steal and You shall not covet 
your neighbour’s goods. Those commandments require firstly, 
respect for the fact that the goods of the earth are meant for the 
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benefit of all. At the same time, they require respect for the principle 
of private ownership of them, as well as respect for persons, for their 
property and the integrity of creation. By nature we desire property 
and this natural desire comes from the Creator. The purpose of 
private ownership is to guarantee our freedom and dignity, to meet 
our own basic needs and the needs of those who depend on us, as 
well as the needs of all. If we own little or nothing it is very difficult 
to meet these needs. But our property must be acquired and received 
and used in a just way, and the right of all to the satisfaction of their 
basic needs takes a certain precedence. If the Seventh 
Commandment is to be observed in individual and social life, the 
principle of private ownership and the principle that the goods of the 
earth are intended for all must both be respected by all and kept in 
balance. The tragic lessons of the past two centuries of capitalist and 
socialist regimes should be kept vividly in mind, and all ought make 
it their business to listen to the Church’s social doctrine. 

That rich young man who had so much promise allowed 
material possessions to assume a place in his life which proved to be 
tragic. That is not to say he lost his soul — we do not know his 
future. But he failed to gain the pearl of great price, the treasure of 
all treasures hidden in the field. That pearl, that treasure is union 
with Jesus Christ and the fulfilment of God’s will. Material goods 
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can help us to please God, or they can lead our hearts astray. Let us 
for love of God preserve in our hearts a healthy detachment from 
them so as to be able to grow in a total attachment to God. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2402- 
2406 (goods and property) 

-- 
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Monday of the twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Gal. 4:22-24.26-27.31-5:1; Ps. 112; Luke 11:29-32 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, This is a wicked 
generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it 
except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, 
so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. The Queen of the 
South will rise at the judgment with the men of this generation and 
condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. The 
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and 
now one greater than Jonah is here. (Luke 11: 29-32) 
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The Answer I do not think that any instance can be found 
in the Old Testament of a prophet claiming to be greater than the 
prophets before him. Moses did not claim to be greater than 
Abraham, and Abraham did not claim to be greater than those who 
would come after him. Any such comparisons were out of the 
question. Elijah did not claim to be greater than Elisha, his future 
successor, nor did Elisha claim to be greater than Elijah. Jeremiah 
did not claim to be the greatest prophet, nor did any other make such 
a claim. The one figure in all of the Scriptures who did make a claim 
of this kind was Jesus of Nazareth, and we have an instance of it in 
our Gospel passage today. The Queen of the South came from Sheba 
to “ listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and now one greater than 
Solomon is here." Our Lord says that in his wisdom he is greater 
than Solomon. The men of Nineveh “ repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here." Our Lord is a far 
greater prophet than Jonah. Christ is serenely aware that all who 
went before him, all the prophets and kings of which Jonah and 
Solomon were examples, pointed to him and were transcended by 
him. On one occasion our Lord said to his disciples in private that 
blessed were their eyes to see what they were seeing, and their ears 
to hear what they were hearing, because many prophets and kings 
sought to see and hear what they had before them, and it was denied 
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them. It is yet another indication of the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, 
and of his own clear consciousness of this. The Scriptures pointed to 
the One who was coming, and to what God would do for man by 
means of his coming, but in fact the event proved to be a far greater 
blessing than was promised. The Messiah, greater than any of the 
prophets or priests or kings before him, was the Son of God himself. 
He was one of us, and yet he was God. He was far more than God’s 
all-holy Servant. He was God’s own Son, equal to the Father. 

Despite this, the people were demanding a sign from heaven by 
way of proof. Our Lord had given many proofs, and John in his 
Gospel calls them “signs.” He had cured the lepers, healed all kinds 
of sickness and disease, raised the dead to life, calmed the storms, 
fed multitudes with a handful of food, cast out intractable demons 
with a mere word. No prophet or king displayed such constant and 
effortless power at the service of good. It ought to have been 
enough, and for this reason our Lord said that “this is a wicked 
generation. It asks for a miraculous sign” (Luke 11:29-32). All that 
was really needed was to gaze on him and on the holiness of his life, 
and listen to his word in faith and obedience. The pagan city of 
Nineveh looked on Jonah and heard his preaching. They recognized 
in him a prophet and repented. Far more, then, ought all listen to 
Jesus of Nazareth and repent. The problem is that we do not want to 
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listen to Jesus, or at least we do not care. We are not interested. We 
are content to live as if God does not exist — and we do not care if 
he does. This, I think, is the characteristic posture of modern secular 
man. His reason has been set adrift from religious faith, and the 
reason for this is perhaps that he does not recognize sin and its 
odiousness. Christ is not deemed to be needed. Christ is just one of 
many religious phenomena in history and a matter more of curiosity 
than of life and death. His uniqueness is dismissed. The pressing 
need, then, is to resolve to gaze on Jesus of Nazareth with a 
consciousness of our need. We must ask God to give us a sense of 
our true condition and place ourselves in the presence of Jesus, 
contemplating his person and the blessing of redemption he brings. I 
once watched an interview with a fine Catholic mother of a large 
family. She was a convert from Islam. When asked what led her to 
the Catholic religion, she said it was the thought of Christ the 
Redeemer, and the thought of our need for redemption. Islam has no 
recognition of a need to be redeemed. 

Every day let us place ourselves in the presence of Jesus Christ, 
with the conviction that he lives now, risen from the dead and in 
glory, but present to each of us. He is worthy of our constant 
contemplation, our constant gaze. Let us resolve to come to know 
him as our living Friend and Lord, placing our faith in him and 
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resolving to follow him in the ordinary course of our daily life. We 
must place all our faith in him, a faith based on a vivid awareness of 
our need and on an intimate knowledge of the One who answers our 
need. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 5:1-6; Psalm 118; Luke 11:37-41 

When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to 
eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. But the 
Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was 
surprised. Then the Lord scud to him, Now then, you Pharisees clean 
the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and 
wickedness. You foolish people! Did not the one who made the 
outside make the inside cdso ? But give what is inside the dish to the 
poor, and everything will be clean for you. (Luke 11:37-41) 
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Material means Our Lord’s indictment of the scribes, the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees is manifest in the Gospels. But we must 
not think that all the scribes and all the Pharisees were the object of 
our Lord’s denunciation. Nicodemus was one of the Pharisees, and 
though fearful of the censure of his colleagues, he visited Jesus by 
night to be taught by him. He defended Jesus among his peers when 
their hostility was mounting, and he assisted Joseph of Arimathea 
when the moment came for Christ’s burial. Moreover, at the time of 
his visits to Jesus by night he said that “we know ” that you are a 
teacher from God — implying that there were others apart from 
himself who recognized this. At the time of the trial of the Apostles 
before the Sanhedrin, Gamaliel, a doctor of the law and leading 
Pharisee solemnly urged restraint and a certain liberality in respect to 
the new persuasion. Moreover, Paul, though of the party of the 
Pharisees and intent on destroying the Christian sect, was upright and 
a true man of conscience. He was a good man though profoundly 
mistaken. All this is to say that not all the Pharisees were guilty of 
what our Lord says here. That having been said, our Lord’s words 
are clear that many were indeed guilty. Let us notice a detail in our 
Lord’s denunciation of them. We read that when he had finished 
speaking, he was invited by a Pharisee to dine at his house. We gain 
the impression, incidentally, that the Pharisees were well off. They 
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were men of means. We notice that our Lord criticizes them for 
what they do not do with their means — they do not assist the poor. 
He says in our text that “ you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup 
and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness ”. The 
externals of their religion — those religious observances that were to 
be seen by others — are clean and polished and present a bright 
spectacle. But “inside” they are “full” — “full”, let us notice — of 
both greed and evil. Greed was a principal feature of their moral 
decay. 

Our Lord repeats his point in the same passage when he tells 
his host what he and his colleagues must do. “Give what is inside the 
dish to the poor, and everything will be clean for you" (Luke 11:37- 
41). They must give of their means to the poor and the effect will be 
great for their own spiritual condition. It is yet another example of 
the Christian insistence on the Christ-like service of the poor. Our 
Lord was filled with compassion for the poor, and he exercised his 
divine power time and again for their benefit. We read that when 
Judas left the Last Supper, some thought that, having the care of the 
common fund, he was being directed by our Lord to give to the poor. 
This implies that part and parcel of the use of monies that came for 
the sustenance of the Apostolic body was almsgiving to the poor. 
When Paul eventually came up to Jerusalem well after his conversion 
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to meet with the Apostles, he was assigned by them to work among 
the Gentiles, with the request that he have a constant concern for the 
poor. It is an essential feature of the Christian religion that the poor 
be cared for and that, to the extent possible, we use our means in 
their service. In our Lord’s description of the Last Judgment 
(Matthew 25), the Judge will say, 7 was naked and you clothed me — 
going on to explain that whatever is done to the least he counts as 
having been done to him. But of course this is not just a command of 
supernatural revelation — that revelation granted to man by Christ 
and by the prophetic tradition prior to him. It is clearly a command 
of the natural law to which the conscience of the prudent and good 
man will bear witness. When disaster hits, aid agencies appeal for 
generous donations, and the conscience of man sanctions their 
request. Each person hears the voice of conscience dictating to him 
that he assist the poor. It is the voice of God being naturally 
revealed, which is clearer still when supernaturally revealed. The 
poor have a right to sufficient goods of the earth to meet their 
legitimate needs, and it is, in effect, stealing from them to leave them 
in their abject poverty. 

As the Second Vatican Council states in its decree on “The 
Church in the Modern World”, “In his use of things man should 
regard the external goods he legitimately owns not merely as 
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exclusive to himself but common to others also, in the sense that they 
can benefit others as well as himself' (GS, 69, 1). Our ownership of 
goods makes us a steward of God’s fatherly Providence, with the 
task of making it fruitful and communicating its benefits to others — 
first of all, of course, to those for which one is directly responsible, 
but also for all those in need. Let us resolve to use the good things 
God has given us for the benefit not only of ourselves, but for all 
those in need. 


7b»©«dv 
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Wednesday of the twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Galatians 5:18-25; Psalm 1; Luke 11:42-46 

Jesus said, Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a 
tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you 
neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practised the 
latter without leaving the former undone. Woe to you Pharisees, 
because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and 
greetings in the market-places. Woe to you, because you are like 
unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing it. One of 
the experts in the law answered him, Teacher, when you say these 
things, you insult us also. Jesus replied, And you experts in the law, 
woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can 
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hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. 
(Luke 11:42-46) 

Justice Our Lord begins his words in today’s passage with a 
woe. There are four woes (Greek: ouai). The woe suggests a 
grieving because of the judgment to come. Our Lord uses this word 
earlier in the Gospel when, having designated the Twelve, the whole 
multitude gathers before him. In that earlier chapter (eh.6), our Lord 
utters his beatitudes and his woes, a much briefer form of what St 
Matthew reports at the beginning of his presentation of the Sermon 
on the Mount. He speaks to his disciples (Luke 6:20), telling them 
that they are blessed when they are poor, when they hunger, when 
they are sorrowful and when they are hated because of him. Then he 
turns to those whose life consists of seeking riches, being full of all 
they want, having a life of pleasure and laughter and being adulated 
by the world. Woe to you, he repeats four times: ouai! You are living 
to yourselves. You are heading towards the judgment of God. 
Having pronounced this multiple woe, our Lord then goes on 
immediately to command a loving service of others. To you who 
hear, he continues, love your enemies, bless them, offer the other 
cheek, give to all who ask, do to others as you would want done to 
you. Be merciful and do not judge. It is clear that the woe 
pronounced by our Lord is a terrible warning to those who do not 
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love God and serve their neighbour. In our Gospel today, which is 
from a later chapter (ch. 11), our Lord again pronounces a woe. 
Three times he lays a woe on the Pharisees and once on the lawyers 
— but two more woes are to be pronounced on the lawyers in 
following passages of this chapter. Let us consider, then, the woe 
pronounced on the Pharisees of our Gospel passage today. You 
Pharisees fiddle and tinker with mint, rue and all kinds of garden 
herbs and make such things the centrepiece of your religion. Yet you 
neglect the judgment and the love of God. Notice the word, 
“judgment” (Greek: ten krisin) — in many versions rendered as 
“justice.” Our Lord is referring to what the judgment {ten krisin) will 
be all about: man’s practice of justice. Our Lord is saying that they 
neglect both the practice of justice towards others and love for God. 

This concise statement by our Lord sets before us how central 
to the divine judgment will be the practice of justice. The Pharisees 
neglected the judgment, which is to say, what will dominate the 
judgment of God. In the twenty-fifth chapter of St Matthew, our 
Lord describes in grand and vivid detail the General Judgment on 
mankind. It is remarkable how much will depend on our practice of 
justice during life. One of the most notable features of religion in the 
history of mankind is the degree to which the observance of 
ceremony has dominated religion. The gods are placated and won 
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over by the due and careful observance of the ceremonies. Thereby 
they feel honoured. But revealed religion has a remarkable stress on 
justice. The prophets are singular in their denunciation of a religion 
of ceremonies that neglects the needs and the rights of others, most 
especially the poor. This, of course, must in no way to be understood 
as a dismissal of formal and wholehearted worship, for the prophets 
and the entire Scriptures stress in great detail the centrality of 
worship. Our Lord vigorously cleansed the Temple. It is the focus 
of the Third Commandment. But worship and ceremony is utterly 
vitiated when there is a callous indifference to those in need. If we 
aspire to love God — as we must, for it is the very first 
commandment — then we must aspire to love and serve others. The 
implication of much of our Lord’s teaching is that it is justice which 
is in constant danger of being neglected. So important is this that at 
the General Judgment, Christ our Judge will say to us that when we 
served the least we were serving him, when we neglected the least 
we were neglecting him. The Pharisees were neglecting the 
judgment, because they were neglecting the practice of justice which 
will be the centrepiece of the divine judgment. In this, they were 
neglecting the love of God. “These” — the judgment and the love of 
God — “you ought to have done, while not leaving the other undone ” 
(Luke 11:42-46). 
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The first three of the Ten Commandments direct our lives to 
the love and veneration of God, both individually and together as 
God’s family. The remaining seven commandments direct our lives 
to the practice of justice towards others and towards ourselves. The 
love of God must be shown in the practice of justice. There will be 
no love without justice. Nor, of course, will there be true justice 
without love and mercy. Let us beware of being like the Pharisees in 
our religion, for God wants a religion of the heart, a heart given over 
to him and manifested in our love for those around us. 

-- 
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Thursday of the twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 1:1-10; Psalm 97; Luke 11:47-54 

Jesus said to the experts in the law, Woe to you, because you 
build tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who killed 
them. So you testify that you approve of what your forefathers did; 
they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. Because of this, 
God in his wisdom scud, 7 will send them prophets and apostles, 
some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute. ’ 
Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all 
the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 
from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed 
between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation 
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will be held responsible for it all. Woe to you experts in the law, 
because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves 
have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering. 
When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 
waiting to catch him in something he might say. (Luke 11: 47-54) 

Judgment In his diagnosis of the religious life of the 
England of his time, John Henry Newman made a point he often 
repeated. People had little fear of God. We might put it more 
colloquially — they viewed God as being fairly harmless. In all 
things, God is assumed to be benevolent in the sense that only 
pleasant things are to be expected of him. We could say that this is 
very much the modern Western image of God, except that now the 
prevailing image of God is faint anyway. The world is what 
commands the attention of modern man. Newman urged that the 
intimations of God the Judge prompted by our conscience be 
attended to, as well as the manifest warnings of Revelation. Related 
to this common and very modern impression of God, is the notion 
that while the Old Testament presents a wrathful God, the New has 
done away with this and offered a truly kindly God. Talk of terrible 
punishments both immediate and ultimate is deemed to be 
inappropriate. Satan is often depicted as something of a goblin — a 
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mischief, it is true, but also not to be taken very seriously. Of course, 
these are generalizations and there are exceptions without number, 
but the point is that the real Christ and his preaching is absolutely 
relevant to the spiritual emptiness of modem Western secular man. 
Set the preaching of Christ next to any of the prophets and it will be 
seen that Christ speaks far more of eternal punishment than they. 
Our Lord repeatedly accuses people of wrongdoing and sin and 
warns of the judgment of God and divine punishment. He speaks 
with thunder and lightning, as it were. He means his audience to 
change their lives, for their result will be terrible. Consider our 
Gospel passage today: “ Therefore this generation will be held 
responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since 
the beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, 
/ tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all ” (Luke 
11: 47-54). 

What is our Lord saying here? He is warning those who are 
rejecting him that the consequences will be terrible, and that the 
opposition they are mounting towards him is all of a piece with all 
that has gone before. The prophets were rejected and this pattern of 
rejection has been at work from the very beginning, as evidenced in 
the biblical figure of Abel and his murder by Cain. It seems that our 
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Lord is pointing to a coming catastrophe which will be the fruit of 
the numerous rejections of God and his servants, the prophets. I 
referred earlier to Newman — the acknowledged leader of the 
Oxford Movement during the third decade of the nineteenth century. 
In a work (on the history of the Turks) which he wrote later in life he 
speaks of the fall of the Roman Empire under the weight of its own 
gradual decay and the irresistible Barbarian invasions. In that 
particular work he sees the invasions as (at least in part) the 
judgment of God on the Roman persecutions of the Christian Church. 
That is a view that one may accept or not, but it illustrates the general 
point that while God is indeed a God of love, his is a holy love and 
he judges sin. God is not just a kindly and harmless pie-in-the-sky. 
He is the very moral Ruler and Judge of the world, and all creation 
derives its being, moment by moment, from his creative will. Sin is 
the one thing God hates. Ultimate and confirmed sin will be 
punished. Now, we must never attribute sin to those who suffer. 
Nevertheless, the hardships of this life can serve as an illustration of 
the consequences of sin and of God’s call to repent. Great 
catastrophes and mass hardships can also at least illustrate the 
consequences of sin. It is surely the case that accumulated sins and 
rejection of God do have their historical consequences — 
consequences which will also affect the innocent. There have been 
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terrible moments in history following long periods of moral decline. 
I cannot help but think that the carnage of the French Revolution and 
the vast loss of life of the Napoleonic wars were a consequence of 
the moral and religious decay of the century prior to it. It may have 
been — at least partially — a judgment. 

We ought have a holy fear of offending God. He is our Father 
and our Judge. In ordinary experience we see many things without 
noticing them, or to put it differently, we look at things and not see 
them. Then we look back at them and we see. The same thing can 
happen in our reading and hearing the word of God in holy Scripture. 
We can read the words of Christ and never notice many of the things 
he says and the force with which he says them. Let us notice and 
take to heart that he warns us that God will judge and punish sin — 
so we must repent to avoid this judgment. He pronounces harsh 
woes on the lawyers of today’s Gospel. Let us take these woes to 
heart, and resolve to live in union with Jesus our Lord. 

-- 
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Friday of the twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 1:11-14; Psalm 32; Luke 12:1-7 

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so 
that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first 
to his disciples, saying: Be on your guard against the yeast of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will 
not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What you 
have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you 
have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from 
the roofs. I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you 
should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to 
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throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows 
sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 
Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don 7 be 
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. (Luke 12:1-7) 

In God’s presence It is a commonplace observation that 
religion is all too often a matter of mere religious observances. In 
making such a critique of the religion of very many people, it is not 
being suggested that religious observances are not necessary for 
religion. Rather, the criticism is that in such a case, religion consists 
in little more than religious observances. A person goes to church or 
to synagogue or to mosque on the designated days, but his life for the 
rest of the time is lived as if God had altogether receded from the 
scene of life. It is akin to an official religion which keeps the gods 
un-irritated by fulfilling their basic requirements of ritual. As all 
know, or as all ought know, religion is not this. True religion is a 
religion present in, and springing from, the heart of man. It flows out 
into the duties of his daily life and is manifested in a special way by 
the heartfelt observance of that worship which God wants. True 
religion is not merely — though it most certainly includes — the 
fulfilment of the duty to worship God publicly and privately. It is 
also the fulfilment of the duties of everyday life for love of him. 
Religion should pervade all of life — indeed it ought pervade all of 
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social and political and international life. The significant feature of 
the modem world when set against the background of previous eras 
is that life is separated from religion, whereas life has 
characteristically been pervaded by religion — even if the religion 
itself has been profoundly faulty. So the question before every 
person whose religious instincts are alive and seeking to be respected 

is, how am I to live a life that is genuinely religious? What is the key 
to a life pervaded by religion rather than a life that turns to religion 
only on occasion? The key to it is to discover the presence of God 
and then, by deliberate resolve and policy, to live in it. God is 
present to man because man constantly draws his life and being from 
him. But man must turn his attention to the divine presence, discover 

it, and then abide daily in it with obedient awareness. 

We must learn to live in the presence of God. The Christian 
knows that God has become man and has united us to himself by the 
grace of faith and baptism. In our Gospel today our Lord warns his 
disciples against hypocrisy, which is to say, living with the 
appearance of religious practice while one’s heart is far from God. 
“Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy .” In essence this means living in the presence of men and 
seeking their favour while living out of the presence of God and 
being without regard for his favour — all the while claiming to live 
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in his presence. It means having little sense of the presence of God 
who sees all. Our Lord continues by reminding his disciples that 
God sees all and that all will be disclosed before his unerring gaze 
and judgment. Nothing is, nor will be, hidden from him. “ There is 
nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not 
be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the 
daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms 
will be proclaimed from the roofs.” We must abide constantly in the 
presence of God, knowing that his favour alone matters, for in him 
all will be brought to light and rewarded accordingly. “ Abide in my 
love, ” Christ told his disciples on another occasion. It is the one who 
abides in his love profoundly and consistently who has the 
wherewithal to withstand the pressures and the threats of all that is 
contrary to God and the moral law. “7 tell you, my friends, do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But 1 
will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing 
of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, / tell you, fear 
him ” (Luke 12:1-7). Do not be afraid, Christ commands us. It was a 
refrain repeated time and again during the pontificate of St John Paul 
II, and its basis is the resolve to abide in the loving presence of God 
and Christ. The only one ultimately to fear offending is God our 
Father whose love and favour must be the constant basis of our life. 
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All other fears pale before the fear of offending him. As St Thomas 
More, one-time chancellor of England, wrote to his daughter as he 
approached the scaffold, “Though I lose my head I’ll come to no 
harm.” 

Our fear of offending God is the fear of offending one who 
loves us with a fatherly and everlasting love. He knows every 
element of our being, for he sustains us moment by moment. “Are 
not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 
forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows .” On the one hand we fear offending him, but on the other, 
if we live in his presence, ultimately we may fear nothing and no 
one. Living in the presence of God is the basis of true religion. 

-- 
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Saturday of the twenty-eighth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129):3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 

iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found 
forgiveness, O God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 1:15-23; Psalm 8; Luke 12:8-12 

Jesus said, / tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, 
the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. 
But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the 
angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. When you are brought before 
synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will 
defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach 
you at that time what you should say. (Luke 12: 8-12) 


- 1866 - 



Bearing witness Alexis de Tocqueville in his Democracy 
in America (1835 and 1840) wrote of the tendency for the majority 
of a democracy to provide opinions to individuals who then feel 
freed from the necessity to formulate their own. One instance of this 
is the influence of the democratic press and mass media. While often 
being a manifestation of the culture and the view of the majority, the 
media forms the opinions of the mass of individuals who too often 
take little trouble to assess what they read or hear. One result of this 
can be the lack of true argument in social discourse. For example, in 
response to a question by a journalist during his flight to Africa in 
2009, the Pope observed that condoms are not the true way to deal 
with the scourge of AIDS. In fact, it sets the problem back. The 
Western media and European government officials erupted. The few 
experts in the field vainly tried to counter the prevailing clamour by 
presenting the statistical facts which greatly support the Pope. But of 
course there was no space for true argument. The very successful 
papal visit to Africa then proceeded, Africans supported him, 
demographic experts gradually made their views known, and for 
those following the argument carefully the Pope was quietly 
vindicated. But what was been lacking was the opportunity for true 
argument. Now this is vitally important for the modem democracy. 
But — and this is most important — if there is to be true argument 
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and an advance in the standard of national conversation, the 
argument must bring forward and revolve around first principles. A 
democracy above all else ought to be a regime in which the first 
principles of life and thought are able to be argued out in freedom 
and respect. These first principles are the starting points, the 
fundamental positions, from which flow the opinions of individuals 
and communities. One widely held first principle which, in the West 
emerged from the Enlightenment, is that life and the world run on its 
own terms. It is a weakness to depend on or refer to God. What is 
real is what is to be seen and empirically verified. This first principle 
is assumed, and the assumption has practical results. 

Other assumptions could be mentioned, but the point I am 
making here is that a society depends for its health on public 
conversation involving argument. The argument must be 
characterised by civility and it ought be argument that involves the 
discussion of first principles. This brings us to our Gospel passage 
today. Our Lord in effect speaks of the contribution which the 
Christian should make to the public conversation among men and in 
society. Indeed, the Christian is absolutely obliged for love of Christ 
himself and for love of his fellow man to engage in the argument and 
to strive to do so at the level of first principles. The first principle of 
the Christian which he considers to be the first principle of life and 
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the world, is God and the person and status of Christ. For the 
Christian, Christ is the linchpin of the world and the source of its true 
life. Without him man dies an ultimate death. It is of critical 
importance for the world that it hear the argument for this, and it is 
the Christian alone who can initiate and sustain the conversation. Let 
us consider Christ’s words. “7 tell you, whoever acknowledges me 
before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the 
angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned 
before the angels of God." The disciple of Christ is bound to 
acknowledge before men the person and mission and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. If he does not, Christ will not acknowledge him before 
the angels in heaven. The world depends on this acknowledgement. 
A second thing is revealed by Jesus Christ, and it is that the world 
will not be ready to discuss it. It is predisposed against the subject. 
In fact, it will make life difficult for those who argue for, and live by, 
the basic principle that Jesus Christ is Lord — indeed, Lord of lords 
and King of kings, the one who has all authority in heaven and on 
earth. But the aid of God is promised to the disciple who bears this 
witness. So it is that our Lord continues, “ When you are brought 
before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how 
you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you at that time what you should say ” (Luke 12: 8-12). 
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Let the Christian regard himself as an agent of change. Let 
him readily engage with his times. Let him enter into it and be part 
of the tide, endeavouring to change its course. While he does in a 
sense act alone, as a guerrilla, we might say, he is not really alone. 
He is a member of Christ’s Church and all his fellows in belief are 
living and acting in Christ the head. Thus society can be changed in 
accord with the true first principles. But the argument — ever civil 
— must be sustained. The conversation must not be allowed to fall 
silent, for evil flourishes when good people say and do nothing. In 
our hearts we must ever be shouting, may Jesus Christ reign! 

-- 
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Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 53:10-11; Psalm 32; 

Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45 or 10:42-45 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 
Teacher, they said, we want you to do for us whatever we ask. What 
do you want me to do for you? he asked. They replied, Let one of us 
sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory. You don 7 
know what you are asking, Jesus said. Can you drink the cup I drink 
or be baptised with the baptism I am baptised with? We can, they 
answered. Jesus said to them, You will drink the cup I drink and be 
baptised with the baptism I am baptised with, but to sit at my right or 
left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom 
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they have been prepared. When the ten heard about this, they 
became indignant with James and John. Jesus called them together 
and said, You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials impose authority 
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must 
be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be serx’ed, 
but to serx’e, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10: 
35-45) 

The common good I once watched a Vietnamese movie 
portraying the terrible sufferings of many Vietnamese in communist 
re-education camps. At great threat to their lives many attempted to 
escape, at times succeeding. One scene showed a conversation 
between the young and brutal commander and a badly treated inmate. 
The commander accused the inmate of not appreciating the freedom 
and liberation that communism had brought to the country. The 
weakened inmate replied that he had no freedom at all — and, with 
that perceived insult, the commander proceeded to beat him 
savagely. Powerful and aggressive ideologies of the last couple of 
centuries have had as their goal the improvement of society — that 
is, the common good. Robert Owen (1771-1858) was one of the 
founders of the socialist movement and had as his aim the alleviation 
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of poverty. He laid it down that no one is responsible for his own 
will and behaviour, and is entirely formed by his external factors. 
So, he decided, the common good of society involved shaping 
individuals by a properly constructed environment. Of course, in 
such a view of the common good it is a short step towards tyranny. 
With the appearance of Karl Marx’s master work, Das Kapital 
(1848), the sad story of communism began. The common good — in 
its Marxist understanding — was the prize ahead, and untold 
suffering for untold numbers resulted. But there was at this time a 
very different notion of the common good. Capitalism understood 
itself as based on full freedom, especially in the use of one’s goods. 
It held that each person has the right to own and use his property as 
he deems fit and the state ought desist from interference. Adam 
Smith (1723 - 1790) held that rational self-interest in a free-market 
economy leads to economic well-being. Economic development was 
best fostered in an environment of free competition. But so bad did 
the practical result of this view become during the Industrial 
Revolution, that untold numbers of workers lived lives of terrible 
misery. They were at the mercy of those who had complete freedom 
in the use of their capital. All that mattered to them was production 
and profit. The great papal Encyclical Rerum Novarum (1891) was 
in large measure a rebuttal of this laissez-faire capitalism. 


- 1873 - 



I say all this as an introduction to what our Lord teaches in 
today’s Gospel, for it has direct implications for our understanding of 
the common good and the way society is to attain it. The result of so 
much of social and economic theory and practice of the last two and 
a half centuries has been the denial of the proper fulfilment of very 
many groups and individuals. It has resulted in tremendous abuses 
of authority and power, bringing misery and the denial of rights to 
those groups and individuals. Indeed, those groups have at times 
constituted the majority of the state. Russia was a religious nation, 
and early in the twentieth century the Bolsheviks, with their notion of 
what was good for society — the common good, that is — seized 
power and over the course of decades wreaked great violence on the 
adherents of religion. We read that Jesus called his disciples together 
and said, “ You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials impose authority 
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must 
be slave of all." The common good is to be attained by a profound 
spirit of service. By the common good is meant the total of those 
conditions of social life which allow people as groups and 
individuals to reach their proper fulfilment. It involves respect for 
and promotion of the fundamental rights of the person, the 
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development of the spiritual and temporal goods of persons and of 
society, and it involves the peace and security of all. All men and 
women according to the place that they occupy participate in 
promoting this common good. They do this by respecting just laws 
and taking charge of the areas for which they have personal 
responsibility — such as the care of their own family and the 
commitment to their own work. They are also called, and should be 
free to take an active part in public life as far as possible. All of this 
constitutes the true common good. For all of this, society needs a 
proper understanding of man and a model of sendee to man. 

Now, where is this understanding and this model to be found? 
Jesus Christ is the model for every man of what it is to live a life of 
sendee. As we heard in the Gospel, “The Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many ” 
(Mark 10: 35-45). How far from the example of Jesus Christ have 
been very many theories of society and of the common good! Let us 
take Jesus Christ and what he has revealed of the nature and destiny 
of man as our inspiration for our service to society and our 
understanding of the common good. The implications for the 
common good of Christ’s person and teaching are extensively 
developed in the Church’s great social teaching, extending from 
Rerum Novarum already mentioned, through the various social 
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Encyclicals since then, up to and beyond Caritcis in Veritate of 
Benedict XVI. In our concern for the common good of society let us 
make it our business to be imbued with the person and example of 
Jesus Christ and nourished by the Church’s teaching. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1905- 
1917 (common good) 
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Monday of the twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2:1-10; Psalm 99; Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me. Jesus replied, Man, who appointed 
me a judge or an arbiter between you? Then he said to them, Watch 
out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions. And he told them 
this parable: The ground of a certain rich man produced a good 
crop. He thought to himself ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 
store my crops. ’ Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down 
my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods. And I’ll say to myself You have plenty of good things 
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laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry. ’ But 
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself? ’ This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for 
himself but is not rich towards God. (Luke 12: 13-21) 

Material possessions A professorship of political economy 
at Oxford was established in 1825, with Nassau William Senior as 
the first professor. He was followed by his old university tutor, 
Richard Whately who shortly afterwards was appointed Anglican 
Archbishop of Dublin. That founding of the Oxford professorship 
we may take as symbolic of the modern rise of the discipline of 
economics. With its foundations in moral philosophy, political 
economy originally was the term for the study of production, buying 
and selling, and their relations with law, custom, and government. It 
developed in the 18th century as the study of the economies of states 
— hence “political economy.” Karl Marx understood history to 
consist of the struggle between opposing classes over mastery of the 
economy. In the late nineteenth century, the term “political 
economy” was generally replaced by the term “economics,” often 
used by those seeking to place the study of economy upon 
mathematical bases, rather than the relationships of production and 
consumption. So it is that economics has become a principal 
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discipline of the modem age. Business Studies is a popular elective 
at the final level of Secondary School, while Economics and 
Commerce remains ever strong at Universities. The combined 
Law/Economics degree has a high entrance requirement. The 
principal minister of Government after the Prime Minister is often 
the Treasurer or his equivalent, and a dominant Government 
department is the Treasury. The world pulsates with the importance 
of the economy — which is to say, with the importance of 
maximizing the availability of money and material goods for the 
short and long term. An observer of the modern world would be 
forgiven for gaining the impression that what matters most in the 
lives of human beings is money-making and the possession or 
control of material goods. But a little philosophical reflection ought 
dispel any conviction that this is as it should be, widespread though it 
might be. The fact is that money and material goods are manifestly 
ephemeral and profoundly vulnerable. 

Yes, indeed. If an individual’s life and work has been directed 
towards economic goals alone or principally, he has spent his efforts 
on what can and (ultimately) will pass uncontrollably through his 
fingers. As it has always been said, you cannot take it with you. 
Because of divine revelation we know that there is a Hereafter, and 
because of Jesus Christ we know a good deal about it. Ordinary 
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common sense would suggest that our lives ought be spent working 
for what we will be able to retain — forever. Our economic interests 
and goals ought be sought only within this ultimate perspective. This 
common sense consideration brings us to our Gospel today, in which 
our Lord is asked a very practical question by a person in his 
audience. “ Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.” How common is this problem, incidentally — the matter of the 
Will! The point here, though, is that our Lord uses the occasion to 
drive home a few simple and central points for human life. “ Watch 
out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’’'’ Many have made 
their life to consist in the abundance of possessions, so as even to 
lead them into a variety of forms of theft on a massive scale. It has 
been argued that the great economic problem of 2009 was ultimately 
an ethical failure due to a rapacious desire for profits. A man’s life 
does not consist simply in possessions, let alone an abundance of 
possessions. He must have the use of some things, but those things 
ought be oriented towards the truly central goals of human 
flourishing. At the heart of the flowering of the human person is love 
— loving and being loved — and ultimately this is achieved in the 
love of God. Material goods and prosperity ought support and assist 
the attainment of the love and service of God. This applies to the life 
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of the individual as well as to the life of society. It is this which a 
man takes with him, and if he cannot take this, he takes nothing. For 
all his labour and his talents, he goes from this life with everything 
else having slipped through his fingers. 

Our Lord tells the parable of the man who built large barns for 
his abundant possessions. But it was all so very vulnerable. He was 
about to lose it all, for “ God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you 
have prepared for yourself? ’ This is how it will be with anyone who 
stores up things for himself but is not rich towards Gor/”(Luke 12:13- 
21). Let us heed our Lord’s words and make the love and service of 
God the great goal of every day, with the business of material 
security and prosperity serving that one all-important aim. 

-- 


- 1881 - 





Tuesday of the twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2: 12-22; Psalm 84; Luke 12:35-38 

Jesus said, Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps 
burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding 
banquet, so that when he conies and knocks they can immediately 
open the door for him. It will be good for those servants whose 
master finds them watching when he conies. I tell you the truth, he 
will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and 
will come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose 
master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third 
watch of the night. (Luke 12: 35-38) 
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Personal convictions Consider some of the great figures of 
history and ask, what would society and the world have been like had 
they not appeared on the scene and gained the power they wielded? 
Napoleon Bonaparte dazzled Europe by his military prowess 
following his rise from utter obscurity, and, having attained the title 
of Emperor, proceeded virtually to march on all Europe, with great 
designs on England too. The prodigy from Corsica brought fire and 
sword, smoking cities, untold carnage of human life — some two 
million dead — and the greatest European war to that point. Now, 
let us ask, what was the mind within him that led to all this? 
Obviously personal ambition drove him — his vision was a lasting 
empire in Europe ruled by the French, with the Church and indeed 
the papacy itself subject to him and his dynasty. But what was the 
seed-ground of his notions? Bom into a Catholic Corsican family, as 
a boy he entered the military school of Brienne, and in 1783 the 
military school of Paris. In 1785, when he was in garrison at 
Valence as a lieutenant, he occupied his leisure by reading many of 
the philosophers of his time, particularly Rousseau (and Napoleon 
remained a great reader). This reading left him in a kind of Deism, a 
mere admirer of the personality of Jesus and with no observance of 
religious practices. He imbibed and represented the anti-Christian 
rationalism of the Revolutionary leaders. He married civilly. He 
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eschewed the religion of Christian revelation. Christ as the living 
Lord meant little or nothing to him. How different would Europe 
have been if Napoleon had discovered by true conviction the person 
of Christ and the Church his body. Although he died a Catholic, 
imagine if he had discovered early on the truth of his native 
Catholicism! The fundamental convictions of this one man made an 
enormous difference to Europe, as had the rationalism of many who 
spearheaded the Revolution before him. They were agents of great 
change. The change that was effected was the fruit of convictions. I 
use all this as an example to illustrate the immense importance of 
basic personal convictions. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord says, "'Be dressed ready 
for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their 
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him.” Firstly, then, 
we are to be “ dressed ready for sendee” — which is to say, busy 
about our work in life whatever that may be. We must be coming to 
grips with our responsibilities. We must keep our ‘ damps burning.” 
We must be people of our work in life. That “work” in life may even 
be the “work” of being sick. St Bernadette Soubiroux (who received 
the appearances of Our Lady at Lourdes in 1858) spoke of her last 
sickness, then a nun, as being her last “job.” She was resolved to do 
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it well, and she died a very holy death. Each individual and all of 
society depend on the fulfilment of responsibility through work. 
Bonaparte worked — and worked furiously — and his fundamental 
convictions shaped the tenor and direction of his work. Our 
fundamental convictions will shape the tenor and direction of our 
work, and in our Gospel today our Lord speaks of what ought be 
those fundamental convictions. We must be convinced that this life 
is no more than a pilgrimage. We are on our way to our true 
homeland, and what we do here ought be done with the thought of 
Christ our Lord and Judge before us. So it is that the parable of 
today’s Gospel (Luke 12: 35-38) refers also to the conviction 
underlying our work. Christ tells us that our work and our service 
must be such as to leave us constantly ready for the arrival of him, 
our Master. Of course, this was the last thing that Bonaparte 
bothered himself with. We must so work that at a moment’s notice 

— such as if we were suddenly to succumb to a terminal condition 

— we would with joy open the door to the Master’s arrival. All this 
will depend on our convictions — which is to say, on our acceptance 
of Jesus Christ as Master, Lord and Judge. With such a conviction 
we will work day by day in a way which is according to the will and 
revelation of God. Let us then build the house of our life on rock, the 
rock of Christ our Redeemer. 
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Napoleon’s life ended in ruins. There is evidence that he came 
to a greater religious belief during these last years. Gaoled on the 
far-flung island of St Helena, treated harshly by his guards, he died 
1821 of bowel cancer (like his father before him) and possibly even 
of poisoning. The humble and dedicated disciple of Christ may also 
come to temporal ruin, but his fidelity will pay off. He has a 
wonderful assurance from his beloved Master. “It will be good for 
those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I 
tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them 
recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good 
for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in 
the second or third watch of the night.'” 

-- 
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Wednesday of the twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 3:2-12; (Ps) Isaiah 12; Luke 12:39-48 

Jesus said, Understand this: If the owner of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. Peter asked, 
Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone? The Lord 
answered, Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his serx’ants to give them their food 
cdlowance at the proper time? It will be good for that serx’ant whom 
the master finds doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he 
will put him in charge ofcdl his possessions. But suppose the serx’ant 


- 1887 - 



says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming, ’ and he 
then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and 
drink and get drunk. The master of that serx’ant will come on a day 
when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of He 
will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 
That serx’ant who knows his master’s will and does not get ready or 
does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 
But the one who does not know and does things deserving 
punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has 
been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. (Luke 12: 39- 
48) 


Divine judgment A great difference to the policing of 
traffic was made when speed cameras began to be installed. Now 
cameras are commonplace on our roads, and the issue facing 
motorists is to remember to watch for them. The likelihood of not 
noticing the camera surely induces the motorist to be very careful to 
observe the rules of the road. It was once canvassed in the New 
South Wales Parliament the possibility of installing numerous fake 
cameras all across the state, thus having the effect without having the 
expense. The aim was to educate the motorist to observe the law for 
fear of being caught. In a few countries the possession of certain 
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drugs attracts capital punishment, and it is said that this law has had a 
dramatic effect on drug dealing there. The point I am making is that 
the fear of being suddenly caught can induce a policy of compliance. 
The same pattern is present in other areas of life. For example, 
health authorities urge a universal screening for bowel cancer, for the 
disease can silently advance — like a serpent approaching its prey. 
Then it strikes with deadly effect, the victim is caught unawares and 
his life is lost. Again, great efforts are made to establish warning 
systems for certain regions of the world against tsunamis. Those 
who manage the systems are on constant alert lest populations be 
caught unawares. Or again, whole nations build up a readiness 
against terrorist threats, for experience has shown that the innocent 
can be engulfed in sudden horror. The point is the same: if at all 
possible we must stand ready and not be caught off guard against the 
known threat. The threat is to life, for life is the dearest possession. 
But now, it is obvious that whatever man may do to protect his life 
from threats, he cannot ward off the coming of death, and he cannot 
ensure that death will not be sudden. The issue is, if death comes 
suddenly, will he be prepared for what follows death? This is the 
greatest question of all because the revealed fact is that what follows 
death is the divine judgment. 
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No matter how advanced civilization becomes in a 
technological sense, the fact of threats and sudden death cannot be 
eliminated. At any point we can die. A person with the cleanest bill 
of health begins his walk, say, in the tracks of New Guinea and on 
the way suddenly dies of a heart attack. No test predicted this 
eventuality. This pattern applies to every time and every place. So 
we do not know — as our Lord says in our Gospel today — at what 
hour the Son of Man is coming. What we must do is so live as to be 
ready, were the Son of Man to come suddenly. That is to say, we 
must live in the light of the Last Things which every man and woman 
will most assuredly face: death and the divine judgment. There is not 
very much about the future that we can be absolutely sure of. I am 
sure that if the average person who is well on in life were to look 
back to his childhood and youth, he would admit that he could never 
have predicted his future course. No, there is little of the future we 
can predict. But there are a few things that are absolutely certain. 
The first thing is that we shall die, and every passing second brings 
us closer to that most certain of future events. The second great 
certainty is that we shall face the awesome judgment of God our 
Creator and Redeemer. His searching gaze will bring to light in an 
instant all that we have thought, said and done. The books will be 
opened and the judgment made. Our Lord tells us in simple and 
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figurative language the upshot of this single pivotal event in the 
existence of every person. “But suppose the serx’ant says to himself, 
‘My master is taking a long time in coming, ’ and he then begins to 
beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get 
drunk. The master of that serx’ant will come on a day when he does 
not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of He will cut him to 
pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers'' 1 (Luke 12:39-48). 
The wise and prudent person lives in the light of this tremendous 
reality. 

There is the glorious promise of heaven to those who love and 
serve God in the fulfilment of their duties in life. In our passage 
today our Lord speaks of God’s judgment and the threat of divine 
punishment. St Teresa of Avila, doctor of the Church on the spiritual 
life, was shown her place in hell were she to turn away from God and 
fail to serve him. What Christ says in today’s Gospel must be borne 
in mind. Let his words prompt us to keep close to God and to do all 
we can to save others from the risk of eternal damnation. 

-- 


- 1891 - 





Thursday of the twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 3:14-21; Psalm 32; Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said, / have come to bring fire on the earth, and how l 
wish it were already kindled! But l have a baptism to undergo, and 
how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think / came to 
bring peace on earth? No, 1 tell you, but division. From now on 
there will be five in one family divided against each other, three 
against two and two against three. They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 
daughter agcdnst mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law. (Luke 12: 49-53) 
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The truth It is often thought that philosophy is a discipline 
of the university alone. By that I mean that philosophical issues and 
a philosophical consideration of those issues is often considered to be 
the business of departments of philosophy or those who are their 
products. It is deemed that the ordinary person, the ordinary family 
man, the ordinary worker or professional, is scarcely to be caught up 
in such matters. Well, in fact the establishment of departments of 
philosophy in Anglo-Saxon universities considerably post-dated the 
rise of the discipline itself. Philosophers were writing in England 
who had little connection with the universities. Now, this was surely 
to be expected, for philosophical questions underpin every position 
the ordinary person takes. One of the most characteristic issues of 
the modern mind is that of the status of his knowledge and of his 
basic convictions — are they, and can they be said to be, objective ? 
If all are agreed on something, the question scarcely arises. Let us 
say that the whole country is agreed that an economic downturn or 
upturn is in process as the case may be. In such a setting, no one 
would think of asking whether man’s opinions and convictions can 
be properly regarded as objective. But consider matters of religion, 
where there is no such agreement. The community of nations 
includes a vast spectrum of religious belief, and in the typical secular 
society every man’s street includes those of deeply divergent 
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religious convictions. A courteous tolerance is imperative for social 
order and if the rights of others are to be respected. But the ordinary 
man in this pluralist setting can be induced to think that all talk of 
objective truth, at least in the realm of religion and morals, is a 
fruitless fancy. By this I mean, not that he thinks that it is merely 
difficult to attain to religious truth (which it is), but that there is no 
such thing as objective truth. All there can be said to be is, personal 
opinion. As theologian Cardinal Avery Dulles once said, Religion 
tends to be regarded as a purely subjective preference, a mere matter 
of taste or custom, a field beyond any objective truth-claims. 

This is one of the challenges the proclamation of the person 
and teaching of Christ faces in the modern world. The baptized 
Christian, and the Church of which he is called to be a member, will 
not allow that “truth” is relative to each person and that therefore it 
does not represent a moral obligation on the one to whom it appeals. 
This is an illustration of the fact that the Christian religion does 
indeed involve fundamental philosophical positions which are 
opposed to certain other philosophical positions. The Church has in 
the past condemned various philosophical views and systems 
because ultimately they endanger man’s salvation. The famous 
Syllabus of Errors (1864) of Pope Pius IX (now beatified), a 
document much lampooned at the time and even now, included 
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condemnations of certain philosophical positions. The implicit and 
scarcely conscious view of many that truth in religion is a phantom 
must be confronted, if Christ and his Church is to be known and 
accepted by modern man. This is a direct implication of our Gospel 
today, in which our Lord warns that he and his revelation will be a 
cause of profound discomfort in society. “Do you think I came to 
bring peace on earth? No, / tell you, but division. From now on 
there will be five in one family divided against each other, three 
agcdnst two and two against three. They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother agcdnst daughter and 
daughter agcdnst mother, mother-in-law agcdnst daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law agcdnst mother-in-law” (Luke 12: 49-53). Our Lord 
was saying to his disciples that central to their mission is the 
conviction and the teaching that the truth (about him) is absolutely 
objective and that it imposes a moral obligation of assent. They must 
expect that the proclamation of this as the objective truth will arouse 
the ire of many in society. Our Lord warns explicitly of the division 
that the Truth about him will cause, even, at times, within the family 
circle. 

During the early stages of his Passion, Christ came face to face 
with the Empire as represented by Pilate. We may say it was a 
confrontation with the gentile world. As one having worldly power, 
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Pilate questioned him about his identity and mission. Christ replied 
by referring to the objective truth. For this was 1 born, he said to 
Pilate, to bear witness to the truth and those who are of the truth 
listen to my voice. He had said to his own disciples that he was the 
way, the truth and the life. Pilate responded with a rhetorical 
question: “ What is truthT ’ Let us proclaim it in our hearts and, to the 
extent our circumstances allow, from the housetops: Christ is the 
truth! 
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Friday of the twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:1-6; Psalm 23; Luke 12:54-59 

Jesus said to the crowd: When you see a cloud rising in the 
west, immediately you say, 'It’s going to rain, ’ and it does. And 
when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot, ’ and it is. 
Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth 
and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this 
present time? Why don 7 you judge for yourselves what is right? As 
you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be 
reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, 
and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you 
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into prison. I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the 
last penny. (Luke 12: 54-59) 

The great sign In his book, A History of Apologetics, 
Cardinal Avery Dulles speaks with praise of the Christian 
apologetics mounted by some Anglican authors against the 
prevailing deism during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
Deism typically allowed a religion based on rational consideration of 
the world of Nature. For Deism, nature was the voice of the Creator, 
and reason was the instrument that attains its religious meaning. 
Nature constituted a natural revelation and was a reliable basis of 
religion, whereas supernatural and historical revelation was 
ultimately doubtful. Its basis was faith, and this faith in the final 
analysis was not reasonable especially because access to it depended 
on the testimony of witnesses. There were various answers to this, 
but one famous one — noted by Dulles in his historical survey — 
was that of Anglican Bishop Joseph Butler (1692-1752), entitled The 
Analogy of Religion. The work had a considerable influence on John 
Henry Newman, later Cardinal, during the height of his Anglican 
years. Butler’s pivotal point is that there is a likeness between the 
course and constitution of the world and the doctrines of religion — 
suggesting that the Author of nature is the same as the Author of the 
doctrines of religion, both natural and revealed. This is not the place 
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to assess this as an argument supporting revealed religion — in any 
case it assumes that the audience accepts a creator God who is the 
intelligent and designing author of nature (which is what Deism 
allowed). My point in mentioning the apologetics of Bishop Butler 
is to highlight the analogy he sees between the course and 
constitution of the world and the doctrines revealed by God. I 
believe this very analogy is implied in so many of our Lord’s 
parables. The same God, who reveals himself and his plan above all 
in Christ and his teaching, is the God who rules the world — and the 
world can be thus seen as illustrating certain of revealed doctrines. 
Our Lord himself draws on what happens in the world to illustrate 
the doctrines he is revealing. There is something of a likeness there 
that we can advert to, which will help us realize with greater effect 
the doctrine being considered. 

For instance, consider the doctrine of the judgment of God. In 
our Gospel today our Lord says that people can see the signs of a 
coming change in the weather, but do not notice the signs given by 
God of his coming judgment. “ Jesus said to the crowd: When you 
see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to 
rain, ’ and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It’s 
going to be hot, ’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret 
the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t 
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know how to interpret this present time?” What is our Lord referring 
to here, and that his audience is incapable of interpreting from the 
signs available? The divine judgment. He provides a further 
illustration, this time not from the workings of the world, but from 
ordinary social and civil life — the imminent threat of civil judgment 
and punishment. Everyday life suggests the imperative of 
reconciling to one’s obligations in order to avoid this most certain 
judgment. “ Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? As 
you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be 
reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, 
and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you 
into prison. I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the 
last penny ” (Luke 12: 54-59). On the way to the court, all the signs 
indicate that you may be found guilty and thrown into prison. So, 
you had best be reconciled with your adversary on the way so as to 
avoid this. Our Lord is saying, just so — look at the signs! Be 
reconciled to God and keep his commandments! In the concrete this 
means, hear the saving news of the Gospel and receive with 
obedience and joy the tidings of Christ and his revelation. Do not 
truculently refuse Christ, for he is the great sign from God of his 
saving plan. He is the sign that reveals and indeed embodies it, for in 
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seeing him we see the Father. As the Father said from the cloud on 
the mountain, This is my beloved Son. Listen to him! 

Let us bow in spirit before Jesus Christ our Lord and our divine 
Friend. He is the manifestation of God and his divine plan. He is the 
Sign of all signs, the Notice of what is coming. By receiving him 
into our hearts, we embrace the life that will be ours hereafter, life 
divine, live abundant, life everlasting. He is the image of the unseen 
God, God incarnate, the term of all human longing and striving. Let 
us not be so foolish as to do what the prudent man would not do in 
ordinary life, ignoring this sign and gift that has been bestowed on us 
by our loving God. 

-- 
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Saturday of the twenty-ninth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16):6, 8 To you I call; for you will 

surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of 
heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:7-16; Psalm 121; Luke 13:1-9 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 
Jesus answered, Do you think that these Galileans were worse 
sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I 
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those 
eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them — do you 
think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will cdl perish. Then he 
told this parable: A man had a fig-tree, planted in his vineyard, and 
he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the 
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man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been 
coming to look for fruit on this fig-tree and haven ’tfound any. Cut it 
down! Why should it use up the soil? ’ ‘Sir, ’ the man replied, ‘leave it 
alone for one more year, and I’ll dig round it and fertilise it. If it 
bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down? (Luke 13: 1-9) 

Suffering and sin In the last decade of the twentieth 

century and the first decade of the twenty-first, Peter Singer was 
considered as one of Australia’s foremost public intellectuals. He 
occupied stellar positions in academic philosophy in both Australia 
and the United States, specialising in applied ethics and approaching 
ethical issues from a secular preference utilitarian perspective, of 
which he is a leading exponent. In common with other utilitarians, 
he believed that right action is that which produces the most 
favourable results for those who are involved. Singer interpreted 
“the good” as being the satisfaction of each person’s preferences, and 
a right action is that which leads to this satisfaction. Thus there is 
nothing that is “good” (or bad) in itself except for the person’s 
resulting state of mind. I mention Singer only to quote what he said 
on one occasion about God and creation. Singer was asked on 
television if he believes in God, and he smilingly dismissed such an 
idea. There cannot be a God because the obvious mess everywhere 
precludes such a proposition. There is too much suffering, too much 
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evil, too much disorder for this world to be the work of an 
all-powerful, all-wise, and all-holy Creator — which is what God is 
supposed to be. Of course, there is nothing very original about this 
remark, which is not to say that it is not a telling one. There are so 
many things in life which we, from our perspective, find very 
puzzling indeed in view of the fact that all is in the hands of a loving 
creator. The man of religion believes in God with conviction, but 
that does not eliminate his problems with the state of the world. The 
man without religion likewise has his problems with the state of the 
world, and these problems can lead him to reject or ignore God. The 
evil, the suffering and the disorder are just that — they constitute a 
problem which in philosophical discourse is typically called the 
problem of evil. I can think of one prominent anthropologist who 
wrote that indigenous religions could be understood and described in 
terms of the answer their myths and rituals give to the problem of 
suffering and evil. 

In our gospel passage today, our Lord is informed of an 
injustice of which there are countless instances in the great course of 
human history. “ Now there were some present at that time who told 
Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 
sacrifices .” The Roman procurator had massacred several persons in 
the Temple itself. The Jew would not call into question the very 
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existence of God because of his allowing this injustice to happen — 
as might the modern man. Rather, typically he thought that such a 
tragic mishap was due to the victim’s own sin. Sin ultimately brings 
the punishment of God, and so, he thought, what one suffers in this 
world is due to one’s own sin. Further, the suffering in this world is 
proportionate to the degree of one’s sins. Suffering, then, is a 
personal punishment for sin. The greater the suffering, the greater a 
sinner must the sufferer be. But no, our Lord tells them. Just 
because sin ultimately attracts divine punishment and, with it, 
suffering, this does not mean that all suffering is in fact a divine 
punishment for the one who is suffering. It certainly does not mean 
that the suffering a person undergoes in this life is an indicator of the 
scale of his sin when compared to the sin of others. “ Jesus 
answered, Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than 
all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? / tell you, no! 
But unless you repent, you too will all perish ” (Luke 13: 1-9). Our 
Lord does not, here in this scene, explain why God allowed those 
who suffered this injustice inflicted on them by Pilate. He does say, 
though, that it is an indicator of the punishment that will fall on the 
unrepentant sinner. “7 tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 
will cdl perish .” Of ourselves, we cannot plumb to its depths the 
reason why a good and all powerful God allows people to suffer — 
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although, actually, much has been revealed by God about this. But 
our Lord does make it clear that God wants the evil and suffering of 
the world to remind us of the ultimate suffering that will be ours if 
we do not repent of our sins. That is to say, God will judge and 
condemn the unrepentant. 

Let us remember that it is the Saviour who utters these words 
about the judgment that will fall on the sinner who refuses to repent. 
He himself took the part of sinners and on his shoulders was laid the 
burden of the sins of the world. He is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world , and he did this precisely by his suffering. 
Thus has suffering been transformed into a means of redemption. 
Furthermore, the Christian is invited by his Lord to come and follow 
him. This means dying with him so as to share in his resurrection, 
and to bring a share in his resurrection to others. Suffering is now 
the greatest means of good, provided we suffer in obedience with 
Christ. Let us then do as he says and take up our cross every day and 
follow in his footsteps. 
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 31:7-9; Psalm 125; 

Hebrews 5:1-6; Mark 10:46-52 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together 
with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus 
(that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! Many rebuked him and told 
him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, Son of David, have 
mercy on me! Jesus stopped and said, Call him. So they called to the 
blind man, Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you. Throwing his 
cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. What do you 
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want me to do for you? Jesus asked him. The blind man said, Rabbi, 
I want to see. Go, said Jesus, your faith has healed you. 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
(Mark 10: 46-52) 

The holy name It is a commonplace observation that 
modern Western society and culture is secular. That is to say, at the 
very least, it does not have a religious face. An observer, gazing at 
its public institutions and its public conversation, would not be led to 
think of God. Its life, its laws and its literature hum with incessant 
activity without reference to a transcendent reality on which it 
acknowledges dependence. That is the broad picture, but it varies 
greatly in its spectrum. The United States, though secular, has a 
much more religious culture than does Britain, and both have a more 
religious culture than do certain European countries. It could be 
argued that Australia is among the most secular countries in the 
world, even though a considerable portion of its citizens are religious 
and there is a great vitality among certain of its religious bodies and 
institutions. Nevertheless the culture is a secular one, and this 
culture is a challenge to religion. There are some obvious indicators 
of this secular character. In Australia, how rare it is for a public 
official to acknowledge personal belief in God, let alone belief in 
Jesus Christ as the saviour from sin! Were a prime minister or other 
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minister of Government to refer publicly to such matters in a 
personal way it would, I surmise, bring immediate notoriety. While 
the fact of crime and wrongdoing is constantly referred to and 
governments readily place law and order on their agendas, is “sin” 
ever found in public discourse? It is not. It would be a profound 
embarrassment to colleagues if a Government minister were to 
mention “sin” seriously. The fact is that the public canvassing of 
such matters as “sin” and, say, “Jesus as the Saviour from sin,” 
would probably be inappropriate — and the reason is precisely that 
the public culture is profoundly secular. The present secular 
character of Western culture has been centuries in the making. 
European culture was once professedly Christian. All this is to say 
that the Christian has a great mission ahead of him, and that mission 
is to bring forward in social and public discourse the name of Jesus. 
That name is the name that is now not mentioned — Jesus and his 
mission to deliver all men from sin. 

In this sense our Gospel today (Mark 10:46-52) has a special 
relevance for the modem world, a world so profoundly influenced by 
Western secular culture. Jesus was passing by in the midst of a 
thronging crowd. We may perhaps see in that scene elements of 
every time and place. The crowds flow on in the great river of 
human societies, and in the midst of the river is the One who brings 
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life to all. A river proverbially brings life, but in fact there is but one 
element in the river of humanity which brings true life, and that is the 
man Jesus. He has come to bring life, life in abundance, eternal life, 
life divine. The blind man learns that Jesus of Nazareth is in the 
midst of the throng of humanity passing him by and immediately he 
raises his voice stridently and allows nothing and no one to muffle it. 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Let that cry be a symbol 
of the mission ahead of the modern Christian. The name of Jesus 
Christ has to be uttered and heard. His mission has to be proclaimed. 
The name “Jesus” means, “God saves!” At the Annunciation the 
angel Gabriel gave this very name to him, a name coming from 
heaven. It expresses his unique identity and his unique mission to 
save his people from their sins. The salvation of the human race is 
dependent on him alone. One of the characteristic assumptions of a 
secular culture, though unmentioned and almost unconscious, is that, 
just as there is wrongdoing but no sin, so there is no need of salvation 
from sin. It is allowed that man needs rescuing from various evils — 
illness, disease, natural catastrophes, hunger, illiteracy, unethical and 
criminal behaviour — but not from “sin.” Least of all is it admitted 
that the “sin” which is said to afflict him is the most profound of his 
afflictions, indeed the one from which spring the others and the one 
which will damn him forever if it remains unchecked. Modern 
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secular man makes no acknowledgment of needing a Saviour from 
sin. The world needs, then, to hear that cry of the blind man 
resounding in the public square, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 

As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, the name of Jesus is 
above every other name. As Peter bore witness before the Sanhedrin, 
there is no other name under heaven by which we can be saved (Acts 
4:12), and as our Lord himself said, no one comes to the Father 
except through me. Let us pronounce this holy name of Jesus 
frequently, every day of our lives. Let us so live that this name will 
be honoured and glorified not only in the hearts of men but by 
societies, cultures and by, indeed, the whole world. For, as Jesus 
Christ himself said, all authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. By this 
name do we live! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.430-435 
(The name of Jesus) 
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Monday of the thirtieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 

Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:32-5:8; Psalm 1; Luke 13:10-17 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 
and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for 
eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 
When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, Woman, 
you are set free from your infirmity. Then he put his hands on her, 
and immediately she straightened up and praised God. Indignant 
because Jesus had heeded on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said 
to the people, There are six days for work. So come and be heeded 
on those elays, not on the Seibbath. The Lorel einswered him, You 
hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or 
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donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should 
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound 
for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what 
bound her? When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but 
the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. 
(Luke 13: 10-17) 

Christ and Satan Our scene today finds us “in one of the 
synagogues ,” and Jesus is teaching there. It is the Sabbath, the day 
of the Lord when God’s chosen people gathered in his presence to 
hear the word of the Lord. Our Lord is teaching. Consider the 
marvel of that very fact! The congregation is gazing on God 
incarnate, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity become man. This, 
I suggest, ought be the abiding wonder of the Gospel scenes. The 
people mixed familiarly with this marvellous man. They heard his 
voice, they watched his expressions, they caught his eyes, they were 
captivated by his speech, they gazed upon the moral beauty of his 
person. So authentic and total was the incarnation that the majority 
did not yet perceive his lofty and transcendent identity. But there he 
was, the beloved Son of the Father, the Lord God himself. We read 
that “the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was 
doing.' 1 ' But now, during the course of his address, our Lord noticed a 
woman who had been crippled for eighteen years. The Greek text of 
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the Gospel, explaining her condition, says that she had been having 
“a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years, bending over double and 
quite unable to straighten up." Notice that Luke has firm details 
about the facts of her case. We are not told her age, but we are told 
exactly how long she had been in her physical condition. It had been 
going on for eighteen years. Luke had obviously obtained his 
information from those who knew the facts of her situation well. 
Moreover, Luke — physician as he was — adds a detail. It is that 
her physical condition involved “a spirit.” There was a demonic 
agency involved in some sense in her pitiable condition, “a spirit of 
infirmity.” Seeing her, our Lord’s heart was filled with compassion 
and, finishing his address, he called her forward from the 
congregation. There she stood, bent over, perhaps leaning on some 
support. Before them all, our Lord forthwith released her from her 
infirmity. Our Lord’s power and mercy was manifested, and the 
longstanding and crippling burden of the woman was gone. Radiant, 
she stood erect. 

In his ensuing clash with the jealous synagogue official who 
was routed in the encounter, our Lord makes a remark about the 
woman that provokes further thought. He said before them all that it 
was Satan who had held her bound all those years. “ Does not each 
of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead 
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it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set 
free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” (Luke 13: 10-17). 
Somehow Satan had been very much involved in her sad affliction, 
and this had been going on long before our Lord arrived on the scene 
of her life. Our Lord does not specify in what sense Satan had held 
her bound, and we may suppose that Luke, the physician for St Paul, 
would have been interested to know. But we have it on the word of 
our Lord that Satan had been cruelly at work on her. Our Lord does 
not say that Satan’s was the only influence. But it is clear that 
among all the factors that had contributed to her physical condition, 
Satan was an active element. We remember how Satan successfully 
encouraged Adam and Eve’s revolt against God which brought to 
pieces the resplendent condition in which they had come from the 
divine hand. In that ultimate sense Satan had held bound not only 
this poor woman but the rest of mankind who inherited a broken 
human nature. But our Lord’s words imply more than this. 
Elsewhere in the Gospels, we read that our Lord expelled a demon 
from a boy who had been in his hopeless condition for a long time. 
Clearly, there could not have been moral fault in the boy. So it is 
that as we think of the broad sweep of human history, with its wars, 
its oppression, its fire and fury and mayhem, our Lord’s words about 
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this poor woman suggest a strong demonic element in many of the 
catastrophes of human history. The inexorable rise of a murderous 
Nazism had, assuredly, much of the demonic in it. We may imagine 
the cackling laughter of Satan as the thundering fireball of Genghis 
Khan’s forces burst forth from Mongolia and reduced to smoke, 
blood and rubble the cities and peoples in their path. 

In our Gospel scene today, Christ confronts Satan and expels 
him from the scene. He departs, cowering and full of hate. And so 
the battle continues to the end of human history when God will be 
shown as the Conqueror. There are thus two great Standards before 
us, the Standard of Christ and the standard of Satan. Let us take our 
place with Christ and fight with him against all that smells and 
smacks of Satan. Our weapons are those of Christ, and the route we 
follow is his. We follow in his footsteps as he makes his way to the 
point of victory, which is Calvary. Let us be up and doing, then! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the thirtieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 

Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 5:21-33; Psalm 127; Luke 13:18-21 

Jesus asked, What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I 
compare it to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 
planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of 
the cur perched in its branches. Again he asked, What shall I 
compare the kingdom of God to? It is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough. (Luke 13:18-21) 

Kingdom and Church In October of 2009 there was a 
presentation (“Compass”) by Australian ABC television on the 
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Sydney Anglicans. It showed its impressive evangelical dynamism, 
the active involvement of youth, and the thought and perspective of 
its current Archbishop. What was particularly manifest in the 
Anglicanism of Sydney was the centrality of Scripture. It was shown 
to be an Evangelical diocese and this meant that the all-important 
issue was the proclamation of the message of Scripture, as it is 
understood by evangelical Anglicanism. It was clear that Sydney 
Anglicanism in the main stood in the tradition of English Puritanism, 
in which all that truly matters is the written word of God. The 
Archbishop was interviewed at length during the programme, and it 
was plain that the Church and its institutions were viewed by him as 
an adjunct to the word as proclaimed by its ministers. Sydney 
Anglicanism strongly resisted movements which undermine the clear 
teaching of Scripture. The observer would notice, though, that in the 
Evangelical scheme everything hinges on the individual interpreter 
of Scripture. His personal judgment on the teaching of Scripture is 
pivotal. The notion of a definite, structured, divinely instituted 
Church which guides the reader in fundamentals is discounted. 
While the Evangelical would strongly deny that theirs is ultimately a 
subjectivist principle, this manifest principle of private judgment is 
obviously the seed of profound divergences in Christianity. What 
one man or body accounts to be the clear and basic teaching of 
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Scripture, another may in all sincerity contradict. When it becomes 
accepted in society that the Christian religion is a vast cluster of 
bodies based on various and conflicting personal interpretations of a 
sacred text, then it is a short step to a widespread assumption that 
Christ came to begin nothing more than a movement. He began a 
movement in history of those who prize the recorded text of his 
words and make it their business to shape their lives according to 
their sincere reading of this sacred text. But Christ did not come to 
begin a movement of those who look to an inspired text. He came to 
establish a definite and structured Kingdom, the life of which would 
be nourished by elements that include this most sacred text, but not 
reducible to the individual’s reading of it. 

It is clear from the Gospels that Christ came establishing a 
Kingdom, which is none other than God’s promised rule. This 
dominion of God consists of Jesus who is its anointed King and all 
those who are in union with him. It is also clear from the Gospels 
that this divine Kingdom is inextricably bound up with the Church. 
The Church is the locale of this Kingdom, the means of entry to it, 
and the instrument of its growth and spread. As we read in the 
Gospel of St Matthew, Christ appointed one to be the visible rock on 
which he would build this Church, and to him he gave the Keys to 
the Kingdom of Heaven. That rock was Simon Peter, the first of the 


-1919 - 



holders of the Keys. Christ the King thus appointed a prime minister 
to govern this Church in his name. The Church is the bearer of the 
Kingdom. Peter would bind and loose, his decisions would be 
ratified in heaven, and the powers of Hell would never prevail. The 
point is that Christ did not write and present a text for his disciples to 
bring to the world. He entrusted not a text to them but his very self. 
It is he who is brought to the world by his Church. In him is present 
the Kingdom, and entry into the Kingdom comes from union with 
him, and that is achieved by means of his body the Church. Christ 
and union with him is the Kingdom, and the Church is his body. The 
Church is Christ’s direct creation and precedes the inspired text of 
the Gospels and the New Testament. The Twelve and all the 
disciples were to bring him to the world, making disciples of all the 
nations. The inspired text arose from within the Church as the 
Church’s Book to help nourish all her children in the life they should 
have in Christ. There is a further point. It is clear that our Lord 
taught that this divine Kingdom here on earth would grow and 
develop. As we read in today’s Gospel passage, “ What is the 
kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and 
became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches ” 
(Luke 13: 18-21). Thus the Church, central to the mission of Christ 
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and his Kingdom, develops in history. It is not a static reality, but in 
its various features develops, including in its doctrine which is none 
other than her official understanding and teaching of the word of her 
divine Master. 

As we think of our Lord’s words on the Kingdom and its 
growth, let us think of the Church which is Christ’s grand instrument 
of the presence and advancement of this Kingdom. Let us love the 
Church and understand that in her we find all that Christ bestowed on 
his faithful. It is in the Church and by her teaching that the inspired 
text is truly understood. It is in the Church’s Sacraments and life that 
the person of her Lord is encountered. Let us never in our hearts say, 
Christ and his word, yes! But the Church, no! Rather, Christ my Lord 
and the Church, yes! Christ with the Church, Christ in the Church, 
Christ through the Church, yes and always! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the thirtieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 

Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 6:1-9; Psalm 144; Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he 
made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a 
few people going to be saved?” He said to them, “Make every effort 
to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try 
to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up 
and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 
‘Sir, open the door for us. ’ “But he will answer, 7 don 7 know you or 
where you come from. ’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with 
you, and you taught in our streets. ’ “But he will reply, 7 don ’t know 
you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers! ’ 
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“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and cdl the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and 
west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be 
first, and first who will be last. ” (Luke 13: 22-30) 

Struggle to enter! There have been doctrinal “earthquakes” 
in the Christian world, just as there have been earthquakes in the 
material, physical world. Perhaps the first such doctrinal 
“earthquake” occurred in the fourth century. That earthquake was 
Arianism. The Alexandrian priest Arius declared that Christ, the Son 
of God did not always exist, but was created by—and is therefore 
distinct from and inferior to—God the Father. Appealing to Christ’s 
statement that “the Father is greater than 7,” he claimed that the Son 
was not unbegotten. Speaking of the criticism he was attracting 
because of his heresy, he wrote that “we are persecuted because we 
say that the Son has a beginning, but that God is without beginning” 
(Letter from Arius to the Arian Eusebius of Nicomedia). So, of 
course, Christ was not God. This doctrinal error, condemned at 
Nicea and subsequently, struck at the deepest nerve of the Christian 
religion, for it denied the divinity of Jesus Christ. There were further 
storms across the centuries following Arius, including the gradual 
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separation of the Eastern Church from the See of Rome. A further 
great doctrinal “earthquake” occurred with the declarations of the 
Augustinian priest Martin Luther, followed by the writings of John 
Calvin. A central (but not the only) doctrine in their system was that 
God’s pardon for sinners is granted and received through faith alone, 
understood as excluding the necessity of “good works.” Christ’s 
righteousness is imputed (i.e., attributed and not infused) by God to 
the believing sinner. Luther and Calvin excluded all human works 
(except the works of Jesus Christ, which form the basis of 
justification) from the pardon of justification. So “faith alone” — 
sola fide — is a foundation of classic Protestantism. According to 
Martin Luther, justification by faith alone is the article on which the 
Church stands or falls. Justification is entirely the work of God and 
in no way the work of man. Now, this doctrine as thus expressed can 
be interpreted in a way that is close to Catholic doctrine. But as it 
was understood and promoted in the sixteenth century by the 
Protestant Reformers, and then perceived by the Catholic Church at 
the time as being a doctrine positively excluding the necessity of 
good works for justification, it was explicitly condemned by the 
Council of Trent. Trent insisted that justification is preserved and 
increased through good works, sustained of course by divine grace. 
Both grace and the obedient effort of man — his “works” — were 
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necessary for sanctification, which is not just “attributed.” We must 
“work” at our salvation in fear and trembling, as St Paul writes. 

In our Gospel today (Luke 13: 22-30) our Lord directs that we 
“struggle ” to enter through the “ narrow door ” (agonizesthe 
eiselthein dia tes stenes thuras) The Greek word which Matthew uses 
for “struggle” or “strive” is agonizesthe , and it is imperative. It is not 
just a suggestion, an invitation or a mere indicative. It is imperative 
for the disciple and the one who is to enter the kingdom of God that 
he “struggle” to enter. The struggle that is involved in agonizesthe is 
like that of engaging in an athletic contest. It involves dread. All of 
one’s powers are at work in order to succeed. It is to fight, to 
struggle, to strive. It is like a tremendous wrestling match or fight, in 
which one struggles against the opponent. In the command to enter 
by the narrow gate ( eiseltluite dia tes stenes pules ) as reported by St 
Matthew (7:12-14) in his Sermon on the Mount, this word to 
“struggle” is not used. It is reported by Luke and seems meant to 
bring out Christ’s meaning more clearly. The disciple must actively 
grapple with all difficulties to the best of his powers so as to enter by 
the narrow door. In St Luke’s account of Christ’s greatest struggle, 
his Passion, the word appears again, this time as the noun. In the 
Garden, Christ kneels down and prays that the cup be removed from 
him. He was in an agonia, and prayed the more earnestly (Luke 
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22:42-44). The contest was great and his sweat appeared as drops of 
blood that fell to the earth. Christ was in a fight, and he was striving 
to prevail — and an angel of the Lord appeared to him supporting 
him in the struggle. He was fighting against his revulsion at all that 
was soon to come, grappling to the point of death — and in the 
struggle, in the agonia, he conquered. The word is not used in 
Matthew’s account of the episode in the Garden (26:38-44), nor is it 
used in Mark (14:33-40) whose account is closer to Matthew’s 
anyway. Nor is it used by John in his account (18:1-12). Perhaps 
Luke, writing for a more overtly Gentile and Greek readership, used 
this word to convey the notion of “struggle” more vividly. The point 
is that in Christ’s command in our Gospel today, we have much 
“work” to do in entering the kingdom of heaven. We must struggle 
as in a mortal contest, grappling with opponents that mean to prevail 
over us. Our model is Christ, who struggled and prevailed. 

When an Anglican, John Henry Newman was challenged by 
the Evangelical Samuel Wilberforce (before he became Bishop of 
Oxford) over his lack of emphasis, in his sermons, on the all- 
important work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian life. Newman 
replied by saying that the work of the Holy Spirit was absolutely 
essential and it was presumed in his sermons. What was commonly 
lacking, he replied, was an emphasis on what we must do if the work 
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of the Holy Spirit was to have its effect. Grace works in and through 
our own efforts, initiating them, sustaining them, bringing them to 
their end. But we must struggle and strive. Let us do that, then! 

-- 
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Thursday of the thirtieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 

Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 6:10-20; Psalm 143; Luke 13:31-35 

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, 
Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you. 
He replied, Go tell that fox, 7 will drive out demons and heal people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will attain my end. ’ But 
for today and tomorrow and the next day I must keep going — for 
surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 
how often / have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! So be 
it! Your house will be left to you. I tell you, you will not see me again 


- 1928 - 



until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. ’ 
(Luke 13:31-35) 

Success Peter the Great demonstrated a far-sighted vision 
for Russia and many have maintained that it was he who set the 
nation on the road to being a modem state. Many other examples 
could be given of persons who, having attained great prominence in 
society and with the forces of society now at their command, 
displayed great insight and ability. In such cases, though, their 
success — for good or for ill — depended on their securing and 
retaining positions of influence and even dominance. Peter the Great 
was impressive precisely as one who was in full mastery of the 
nation and seen to be so. So too with Alexander the Great and Julius 
Caesar long before him — without their military and political power 
to impose themselves, what would they have been or done? Their 
success was visible and enforceable. Thus, we may say, it has 
always been. Success is deemed to be visible and acknowledged 
success and failure is visible failure. In modern societies the 
influence of the media is proverbial. When Pope Paul VI visited 
Sydney at the end of 1970, among the groups he addressed were the 
journalists. He told them they were world power number one. Now, 
in the media’s presentation of the world, politics and economics, 
there is nothing like (the world’s attribution of) “success” if one is to 
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be successful, and there is nothing like failure to be a failure. 
However, all this can be a house of cards, for all the props of 
“success” in these terms can suddenly crumble, and this we often see. 
A question we should ask is, Is there a success which is not 
dependent on social approval, adulation or coercion? Indeed, is there 
a success which comes forth from evident failure? In a word, is there 
a success which is open to anyone, in any and every circumstance ? 
Can a person be truly, authentically, ultimately “successful” in the 
midst of a very ordinary life, or a life of manifest failures, or even 
opprobrium? It comes to this: What is it to be truly successful? To 
answer such a question we may think the matter through in a 
philosophical fashion, or look to examples. Both are important, but 
examples convince and inspire the imagination to action. 

In our Gospel passage today (Luke 13:31-35), the Pharisees 
come to Jesus and urge him to flee because Herod was after him. 
Perhaps the Pharisees had been told this by the Herodians, and we 
have instances in the Gospels of the Pharisees and the Herodians 
colluding in their opposition to Jesus — though there were Pharisees 
who were secret believers, such as Nicodemus. Perhaps the 
Pharisees of our Gospel passage today were testing the courage of 
Jesus, or hoping to see him on the run. Christ knows that the forces 
against him were growing and were closing in on him. As he would 


- 1930 - 



say to the Twelve at the Last Supper, the Prince of this world was on 
his way. Our Lord’s seeming success was, to all appearances, 
draining away, and the spectre of failure in visible terms was 
looming large. Let us notice, though, there is no panic in Christ, no 
confusion, no radical change of course in order to retrieve a 
crumbling dream. On the contrary, the vision splendid grows as the 
apparent failure grows. Success looms in proportion to the looming 
failure. He can see, he knows, and he teaches, that it is “failure” that 
will give him the victory. His rejection by those who matter is the 
way his mission will attain its end. It is precisely the Cross which 
will take him and all others to Glory. No matter what the 
circumstances might be, Christ possessed the key to success. It had 
nothing to do with visible success, approval, adulation or the 
possession of the means of political, social, economic or any other 
material and worldly influence or command. This is a resounding 
message to the ordinary man of history, the man of numerous failures 
and disappointments, the man who has nothing of the means of 
success as ordinarily regarded. Herod was after him, but Christ knew 
that this mattered little. What mattered was doing the will of his 
heavenly Father and completing the work he — the Father, not others 
— gave him to do. “Go tell that fox, 7 will drive out demons and 
heed people today and tomorrow, and on the third day / will attain 
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my end. ’“ His end — his success — is attained by doing the will of 
his Father. 

Let us not be distracted in ways we may not fully realize by the 
standards of the world. Let us not allow to lurk deep within our 
imaginations an image of “success” in life that is worldly, dependent 
on what is seen and approved by others. Let us look to Christ and his 
pre-eminent example. The only success that matters here and 
hereafter is that which is accounted such by God, who sees all. 
Success is the success which Christ sought and most assuredly 
attained, and he did this in the midst of seeming failure. Indeed, his 
“failure” was an integral element in his success. He had to undergo 
the Cross in order to enter his Glory — and to bring all others into 
Glory with him. Let us, then, for love of him take up our cross every 
day and follow closely in his footsteps. 

-- 
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Friday of the thirtieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 

Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 1:1-11; Psalm 110; Luke 14:1-6 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. There in front 
of him was a man suffering from dropsy. Jesus asked the Pharisees 
and experts in the law, Is it lawful to heed on the Sabbath or not? But 
they remained silent. So he took the man, heeded him einel sent him 
eiway. Then he asked them, If one of you heis a son or an ox that falls 
into a well on the Seibbath elay, will you not immediately pull him 
out? To this they coulelfinel no answer. (Luke 14:1-6) 

Brother to all There are a few details in our Gospel 

passage today (Luke 14: 1-6) which help us appreciate the manner, 
the style and the very person of our Lord. It is a Sabbath day, and 
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the Synagogue service is over. Let us presume it is our Lord who 
was the reader and speaker at the Synagogue. A classic description 
of our Lord teaching in a synagogue is given earlier in this very 
Gospel by St Luke. At the start of his public ministry and following 
his baptism and his rejection of the temptations of Satan, Jesus 
returns to Galilee and in due course to his home town of Nazareth 
(Luke 4:16). We are told that “he went into the Synagogue on the 
Sabbath day and stood up to read.” The book of the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to him, and “ when he had opened the book, he found the 
place ” he was looking for, and read it to the people assembled. 
Then, we are told, “he closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down.” Then he began to speak on his theme, and 
the people were riveted by his discourse. That description we could 
take as applying to the numerous times he spoke in the various 
Synagogues, including on the Sabbath of our Gospel passage today. 
The service being over, the people went their ways back to their 
homes or to activities of Sabbath rest. For instance, we read that on 
one Sabbath our Lord was walking with his disciples through the 
cornfields, and they began to pick ears of com. Presumably this 
happened following the Sabbath service. That is to say, our Lord 
was observing the Sabbath rest with a stroll through the fields with 
his disciples. Again, on a separate occasion (Mark 1:29) following 
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his address and exorcism in the Synagogue at Capernaum, he and his 
closest disciples immediately went to the home of Simon and 
Andrew. There he cured Simon’s mother-in-law of her fever, and 
she rose up and served them. So it was in Simon’s house that they 
rested. On the Sabbath of our Gospel passage today, our Lord is 
invited to the home of a leading Pharisee. The Pharisee, outwardly 
hospitable to his honoured guest, watched him closely. 

At times we can form the impression that there was something 
of a war between Jesus and all the Pharisees. Not so, it seems. John 
tells us in his Gospel (3:1) that Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a leading 
Jew. He was a disciple and came to Jesus by night for instruction — 
secretly, for fear of his colleagues. Joseph of Arimathea was, it 
seems, a member of the Sanhedrin and yet a secret disciple of Jesus. 
It looks as if the Pharisees formed the strongest knot of opposition to 
Jesus but this does not mean that all were opposed to him, nor that 
they were opposed to him to an equal degree. We read in John 12: 
42 that “ there were many of the rulers who believed in him, but 
because of the Pharisees did not acknowledge this.’’’’ In any case, we 
read of our Lord dining in the homes of Pharisees on different 
occasions. Whatever about their attitude to our Lord, it was plain to 
them that he himself was entirely open to their advances. He 
responded to their invitations and they felt able easily to approach 
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him, if often only to attack him. All of this tells us of the heart of 
Jesus himself and of the style of his ministry. He was open to all. 
He sought all. He wished to save all, including those who were 
making his ministry more and more difficult. He loved all with a 
divine love, a love that opposed sin nevertheless, and exposed it in 
order to bring forth repentance. He sought out all, from the smallest 
to the most important. On one occasion word came from a centurion, 
asking that he come to heal his servant. Our Lord rose and made his 
way towards the centurion’s dwelling. Our Lord invited himself to 
dine in the home of a leading tax collector, Zacchaeus. On the 
request of the ruler of a Synagogue, Jairus, he went to heal his 
daughter. We remember the simple courtesy with which he 
addressed Pilate during his Passion. The point is that our Lord came 
to serve those who held prominent positions and those that did not — 
to bring life, life in abundance to all. Today his contact is with the 
leading Pharisee, another day it is with a poor unknown woman who 
is healed by her grasping at his garment. Jesus Christ is brother to 
all. 

This is what God is like. He is not a God who is remote and 
withdrawn. He is not a God who threatens the helpless. He is a God 
who loves and is entirely accessible. If we place the image of the 
divine as it is in the Christian religion next to that of Islam, 
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Hinduism, and so many of the religions of traditional indigenous 
societies, what stands out is the extraordinary accessibility of God. 
God in Christian revelation loves man. He inclines towards him and 
seeks him out. He is like a good shepherd. He is our Father. We 
can turn to him and depend on his love. Let us see our Lord’s dining 
with the leading Pharisee in our Gospel today as all of a piece with 
this wondrous revelation. 

-- 
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Saturday of the thirtieth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104):3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 

Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his 
face. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 1:18-26; Psalm41; Luke 14:1.7-11 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. When he 
noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he 
told them this parable: When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 
do not take the place of honour, for a person more distinguished than 
you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you 
will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat. ’ Then, 
humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when 
you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place. ’ Then you will 
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be honoured in the presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be exalted. (Luke 14: 1, 7-11) 

Being humble In a certain sense, it is not difficult being 
religious. By that I mean that there is an instinctive tendency in the 
heart of man to seek the divine — often referred to as the numen by 
anthropologists and sociologists — and to strive to be pleasing to 
him. His displeasure is feared, and his favour is sought by 
observance of the rites and by behaviour that is understood to be 
required by him. So widespread is the evidence of this in human 
societies that many have chosen to regard man as a religious animal. 
The hypothesis of evolution would presumably regard religious 
practice as a distinctive marker of the appearance of man in the 
process. Once human societies appear in archaeological, literary or 
other indicators, so do religious rites. The people’s myths are 
populated by their deities. In this sense, the revealed religion of 
Abraham, Moses and the prophets was, in the best sense of the word, 
profoundly natural, while in its doctrine and central rites being 
divinely revealed. It fulfilled man’s natural tendencies and yearnings 
while actually excelling them. There is this to be noticed, though. 
While religion tends to pervade man’s culture and society because it 
is so natural to him (excepting modern secular cultures), at the same 
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time there tends to be a divorce between religious practice and man’s 
best moral instincts. In practising his religion man tends to remain 
proud, selfish, lazy. Indeed, his religion can very easily become a 
channel for these immoral tendencies to gain expression. In 
indigenous societies religious leaders and certain groups can impose 
their power through the religion, as can be the tendency in any 
society. That is to say, the core of man’s heart — his will — can 
become and remain irreligious in the midst of all his religious 
practice. Secretly he can be worshipping himself while sacrificing to 
the gods. This brings us to our Gospel passage today, which places 
us once again in the scene of the chasm between our Lord and many 
religious professionals of the chosen people of God. They professed 
to practice revealed religion, but their hearts were far from being 
pleasing to God. 

Our Lord has been invited to the house of a leading Pharisee. 
Others of the Pharisee party and experts in the Law have also been 
invited, and they are observing our Lord narrowly. It is the Sabbath , 
and before their eyes on this day of rest he has healed someone of 
their affliction — thus calmly flouting yet another of their fussy and 
burdensome impositions. As was often the case, they had been 
unable to answer his logic. But our Lord then proceeds to expose the 
moral decay he sees active in them even during the meal. Their 
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religion is largely a means of self-aggrandisement. They wish for the 
honourable places in the estimation of men. They are not aware of 
the cancer that is at work in every heart, the cancer of pride and 
vanity, a spiritual disease that must be identified and attacked. Our 
Lord, seeing everything and being far more astute than any of those 
who were crouching to pounce, observed the other guests picking the 
places of honour at table. Silently, deftly, subtly, each of them was 
trying to manoeuvre himself into a position of special respectability 
— at table. Our Lord had the attention of all, for all were watching 
him. The atmosphere here is one of self-seeking, the seeking of 
human honours even at table and not the seeking of what was 
pleasing to God. Perhaps our Lord noticed that this had caused a 
complication for those managing the dinner and the proper places at 
table. This or that guest had to be asked to move to another position. 
So our Lord proceeds to instruct them on abasing oneself before 
God, being content with whatever place turns out to be yours — and 
letting God reward as he sees fit. Do not be vain, he told them. Look 
at what happens to you even from a human point of view. “ When 
someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 
honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have been 
invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to 
you, ‘Give this man your seat. ’ Then, humiliated, you will have to 
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take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 

‘Friend, move up to a better place. ’ Then you will be honoured in the 
presence of all your fellow guests” (Luke 14: 1,7-11). 

Our Lord is saying that religion must be a religion of the heart. 
The worship of God and the exalting of his person must not be 
merely a matter of external appearances and objective ritual. It must 
mark the action of the secret heart of man. In his heart man must 
seek the lower place before God and others, and in this way serve to 
glorify and honour God. Seek the lower place, and God will in due 
course exalt you — when, how and in what sense, we must leave to 
him. Our example in this, as in everything, is Jesus Christ himself. 
He humbled himself and was exalted above every other name. Let us 
then follow in his footsteps of humility of heart and life! 
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Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, 

my God; be not far from me!. Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 6:2-6; Psalm 18: 2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; 
Hebrews 7: 23-28; Mark 12: 28b-34 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “ Which is the 
first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied, '‘The first is this: 
Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord cdone! You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with cdl your strength. The second is this: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. There is no other commandment greater 
than these. ” The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. You are 
right in saying, ‘He is One and there is no other than he. ’ And ‘to 
love him with cdl your heart, with cdl your understanding, with cdl 
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your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself’ is worth more 
than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. ” And when Jesus saw that he 
answered with understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from 
the kingdom of God. ” And no one dared to ask him any more 
questions. (Mark 12:28b-34) 

Love Our passage today is from the Gospel of St Mark. 
Jesus had just proven to the Sadducees from the Book of Exodus that 
the dead rise again, and another great question was now put to him: 
which is the “firsi of all the commandments ?” (Mark 12:28). In the 
Gospel of St Matthew, when the Pharisees heard of his silencing the 
Sadducees, they came together hoping themselves to defeat our Lord 
in debate. In our Gospel today from St Mark, it was one of the 
“scribes” who put the question to our Lord (Mark 12:28), while in 
Matthew it is a “lawyer” from the Pharisees who asked it (Matthew 
22:35). In Mark today the question is, which is the “first” command 
“of all” (prote panton ), while in Matthew it is, which is the “great 
command "{megale entole )? These are but slight differences in the 
question, and in both Gospels our Lord replies by instantly citing two 
or three sentences from the scrolls of the inspired writers: 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-5 and Leviticus 19:18. It is obvious that among 
the mass of commands and prescriptions that pervade the inspired 
writings, especially the Pentateuch, these two or three sentences 
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could pass somewhat unnoticed. One gathers from our Lord’s 
criticisms of the scribes, the lawyers and the Pharisees that in 
practical terms they did indeed pass somewhat unnoticed. These 
persons were particular about ritual washings while being neglectful 
of justice and mercy. It is yet another reminder that the Sacred 
Scriptures required interpretation and guidance in understanding 
where lay the root of the matter. In fact, there were numerous other 
texts of the inspired writings which required interpretation , most 
notably those that spoke of the Prophet to come, the Messiah, the 
Son of Man, the Servant of Yahweh, and the coming of God’s 
kingdom through his chosen people. All of these things in the nature 
of the case necessitated interpretation , but who was to be the 
authoritative Interpreter? As the Ethiopian said to Philip when asked 
if he understood the words of the Prophet that he was reading, how 
can I, unless some man show me? (Acts 8:31). Jesus Christ is the 
key to the Scriptures. It was similar with respect to the Law of God. 
Was there a key as to what was “first” and “great” in the Law? 

Even humanly, our Lord’s instant answer must have been most 
impressive. Without a moment’s delay, he put his finger on the key 
sentences in the whole body of the Law. The Law of God, he 
showed, was declared by the Inspired Writings to be a law of love. 
All the commandments of God, be they major or minor, permanent 
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or temporary, were to be lived in a spirit of love and were to serve a 
life of love. That love in the first instance was to be love for God, 
and secondly love for neighbour. I doubt that in the religions of the 
classical era there was this key of love, serving as key to the whole. 
For that matter, while it was in the Inspired Writings, it was often 
missed. Jesus Christ placed it in the absolute forefront and gave to it 
the status of being the one thing necessary amid all that was 
expected. The Law of God commanded love , love of God and love 
of neighbour. Further, the love that God commanded was not merely 
a love that contented itself with fulfilling his commands as they were 
listed and tabulated. It was to be a total love. God was to be loved 
“with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength ” (Deuteronomy 6:5). I am not sure that any of the ancient 
religions required such a love for any of the gods, indeed I am not 
sure that there was any requirement that the gods be loved as such at 
all. The gods had to be obeyed and kept satisfied, but in the case of 
the one and only God of Israel, he was to be loved totally: “ with cdl 
your heart, with cdl your soul, with all your mind and with cdl your 
strength .” This is a very high religion indeed, and it came from God, 
not from man. It revealed man’s true vocation and the constant 
expectation that lay before him for all the days of his life. It is 
magnificent, and in terms of an understanding of man, it is exciting. 


- 1946 - 



We have much to be excited about when it comes to the meaning of 
life. If this is what we are supposed to be about, then life is 
worthwhile. This is what our Lord highlights in answer to the 
question: Which command in the divine Law is the first and the great 
command? But there remained the problem of its possibility. 
Ordinary man, broken man, man sunk in sin, was commanded to be 
holy. Indeed, another key sentence of the Writings was precisely 
that: Be holy to me because I, the Lord am holy (Leviticus 20:26). 
Granted the Fall of man, is this not impossible? To this, Christ had 
his answer, and he himself was that answer. 

God the Son became man in order to redeem man from the sin 
which prevented him from keeping the Law of God which was a law 
of love — total love. He redeemed us by taking sin upon his 
shoulders and expiating for the sin of the world. He gives to us a 
share in his divine Spirit, so that we may set out on the greatest 
adventure of all: the total love of God. This is the purpose of life, 
and we must run that race so as to win. We can get there if we set 
our minds on it, and it is made possible by the power of Christ’s 
grace. Let us set out to love God, then, with Christ as our model and 
our wherewithal. He beckons us on, and he will carry us there, if we 
truly put our shoulder to the wheel. As said, this is magnificent. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1822- 
1829 (Charity) 
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Monday of the thirty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far 

from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong 
salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 2:1-4; Psalm 131:lbcde, 2, 3; 

Luke 14:12-14 

On a Sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the 
leading Pharisees. He said to the host who invited him, “When you 
hold a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
or sisters or your relatives or your wealthy neighbours, in case they 
may invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, when you hold 
a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed 
indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. For you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. ” (Luke 14:12-14) 
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Life to come The world understands that the service of 
others is a noble value, and the service of the poor and those in 
special need is especially noble. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
commanded the respect of the world precisely because of her 
unstinting and constant service of the poor, and her ability to draw 
others into that service. Her motive was manifestly love for God, 
and within a few years of her death she was beatified by Pope John 
Paul II, having satisfied all the Church’s tests of a heroic religious 
spirit. Fred Hollows (1929 - 1993) became known for his work in 
restoring eyesight to countless thousands of people. It has been said 
that more than one million people in the world can see today because 
of initiatives he instigated. I have read that while he briefly studied 
in a seminary, for a while in the 1950s and 1960s he was a member 
of the Communist Party. He was famous for his service of those in 
need, especially indigenous people. In 2006 he was named one of 
the “100 most influential Australians” by The Bulletin magazine. His 
beliefs were not religious — in 1991 he was named Humanist of the 
Year, and on his death the Chief Minister of the ACT (Australia), 
Rosemary Follett, described Hollows as “an egalitarian ... who 
believed in no power higher than the best expressions of the human 
spirit found in personal and social relationships.” If Follett’s 
summation was correct, the highest power for Hollows was not God 
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but man at his best. But he did great good in life, serving those in 
need and drawing others into that service. There is the basic 
question, what is it to be morally good , and what is the moral good. 
But an intriguing question is, why do what is good anyway, and why 
serve others nobly? What is it that leads a person to do things which 
all regard as admirable? Clearly very different motives can lead to a 
similar set of actions that are adjudged to be good and which truly 
benefit others. At the same time, all recognize that while the benefits 
to others may be similar, the motives themselves may be less than 
worthy. A person who serves the poor simply because he “gets a 
kick out of it” (as we say) is less plainly admirable than one who 
does so out of genuine love for them. So, motives are important and 
they vary in moral worth. Man is called to do what is good and to 
serve others nobly, but also to do it for the best reasons. He is called 
to do what is morally good in a morally good way and for morally 
good reasons. This may be said to be evident to the moral sense of 
man. 

For the religious person, especially the person who adheres to 
revealed religion, the highest and indeed the most necessary motive 
for everything in life is to please and honour God. If there is a God 
— as there most assuredly is — then the most pressing thing of all is 
so to live as to please him. When Christ was being baptized in the 
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river Jordan, a voice was heard from heaven saying, “This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased ” (Matthew 3: 17). Jesus 
Christ did everything to please his heavenly Father, and he was 
perfectly pleasing to him. We are called to follow him. So it is love 
for God which inspires the religious person, and in particular the 
Christian, to do what is right and good — and especially to serve 
others nobly. The greatest Christians have been persons who have 
loved their neighbour, most especially the one in need. Christ held 
up for imitation the Good Samaritan who stopped before the one in 
need, and at his own expense and time, took care of him. But of 
course, to do things for love of God means thinking beyond this 
world alone. If this passing world is all that one thinks there is, then 
of course one’s motives will be profoundly different from those of 
the person who is quite sure that there is another, eternal world. John 
Henry In a letter to a friend written in his early seventies, Newman 
wrote that the first principle of religion is the thought of a judgment 
as contained in the feeling of the conscience. That is to say, God 
begins to be a living reality to us when we think of the account we 
shall have to render of our obligations. What are those obligations? 
Our best knowledge of our obligations comes from God himself. He 
has revealed what we must do, and in the 25th Chapter of St 
Matthew’s Gospel our Lord speaks of our duties to our neighbour in 
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need. There will be a final, general Judgment, and it will turn on 
how we have helped our brother, especially the least. “7 assure you, 
as often as you did it for one of the least of my brothers, you did it for 
me” (Matthew 25:40). The one who loves God and Christ his divine 
Son will always remember that there will come a judgment, and to 
the extent that he has been merciful, so will mercy be shown to him. 

So it is that in our Gospel today our Lord invites his audience 
to have a mind primarily to the poor and the neglected. That no 
recompense is immediately forthcoming is a cause for rejoicing, for 
recompense will come at the resurrection of the righteous. He tells 
them that “ when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability 
to repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous ” (Luke 14:12-14). Let us think beyond this brief, temporal 
life to life eternal, life with God forever. This world is decidedly not 
all that there is. If anything is likely to spur one on to a good, holy, 
noble and self-sacrificing life, it is surely this. Life is short, and 
eternity is long. 
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Tuesday of the thirty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, 

my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 2:5-11; Psalm 21; Luke 14:15-24 

When one of those at the table with Jesus heard this, he said to 
Jesus, Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of 
God. Jesus replied: A certain man was preparing a great banquet 
and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his 
servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is 
now ready. ’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 
7 have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse 
me. ’ Another said, 7 have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on 
my way to try them out. Please excuse me. ’ Still another said, 7 
have just got married, so I can’t come. ’ The servant came back and 
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reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became 
angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and 
the lame. ’ ‘Sir, ’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, 
but there is still room. ’ Then the master told his serx’ant, ‘Go out to 
the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my 
house will be full. I tell you, not one of those men who were invited 
will get a taste of my banquet. ’ (Luke 14:15-24) 

The grand invitation The scene of our Gospel passage 
today is still that of our Lord dining in the home of one of the leading 
Pharisees. Before his hosts Jesus has calmly flouted the fussy 
strictures of the Pharisees in respect to healing on the Sabbath — 
before their eyes he has summarily healed a man with dropsy, and 
they are unable to answer his challenge about his action. He then 
proceeds to comment on their seeking the important places at the 
table, and on their having invited to the meal only their friends and 
the rich and well-regarded. When you are invited seek rather the 
lower places, our Lord comments — perhaps with a smile — and in 
any case invite the poor and the sick to your feasts. In this way your 
reward will be great when the just rise again. At the mention of the 
resurrection of the just, one of the guests sighs before our Lord at the 
thought of heaven: “ Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in 
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the kingdom of God.” Our Lord takes up the point but turns it to his 
theme that those who have been invited — and it is a warning to 
those before him — must not feel cocksure of a place there. The 
resurrection of the just will indeed be a banquet to which “many 
guests” have been invited. “A certain man was preparing a great 
banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent 
his servant to tell those who had been invited', ‘Come, for everything 
is now ready. The servants carrying news of the invitation, of 
course, had been the prophets right up to John. The supreme 
messenger of the invitation was the one before them, Jesus of 
Nazareth. But time and again the invitation had been ignored. “They 
all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 7 have just bought a 
field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me. ’ Another said, 7 
have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them 
out. Please excuse me. ’ Still another said, 7 have just got married, 
so I can’t come. ’ The servant came back and reported this to his 
master .” The point is simple, that God had invited his people to a 
wondrous future, but many had failed to respond. 

The warning develops in the course of the parable. Those who 
had been invited but who had not responded would be passed over. 
The master of the banquet is determined to fill his house with guests. 
The banquet will proceed and it will be filled. Some of those, who 
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from the first had been invited, will not be there and the fault will be 
entirely theirs. The parable, then, tells us of the tremendous 
responsibility of each person to hear the invitation to come to God 
and participate in his plan. That plan is centred on the person and 
teaching of Jesus Christ. A vast prospect hangs in the balance of 
each invitee’s response. On the one hand there is joy and happiness 
inside the house, while on the other there is darkness and grief 
outside. Which is it to be? In any case the mighty plan of God to 
save the world will proceed. God is resolved to fill his house, even if 
many refuse the invitation to come. Christ points to the coming 
Church with its universal mission to all the nations. “ Then the owner 
of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly 
into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the 
crippled, the blind and the lame. ’ ‘Sir, ’ the servant said, ‘what you 
ordered has been done, but there is still room. ’ Then the master told 
his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them 
come in, so that my house will be full' “ (Luke 14: 15-24). Just before 
he ascended into heaven our Lord said to his disciples, “Go to the 
whole world and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." The 
banquet of heaven will be the joy of being with the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit for ever. It is the universal call of every man 
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and woman to goodness. All have this destiny, but it depends on 
each person’s response to the invitation when it comes. Those who 
hear Christ’s word and his teaching have before them the explicit 
invitation. Those who do not, will hear this call of God and Christ in 
other ways — muffled by comparison, perhaps, but nevertheless 
there. Cardinal Newman once described the conscience as “the 
aboriginal vicar of Christ.” God means all men to be saved, and 
Christ is the one and only way to the Father. 

Every day passes rapidly, as does every hour, every minute and 
every second. Life is short. But that is not the end of the story, for 
eternity is very long. Each man and woman will live forever. In ten 
million years, the eternity of each of us will still be only beginning. 
No matter at what point in the future we care to place ourselves, our 
eternity will only be starting. How terrible the thought of being cast 
outside because we failed to respond to the invitation during this 
brief span! So then, now I begin! Yes, this very minute, now I begin! 
No time is to be wasted. 
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Wednesday of the thirty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, 

my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 2:12-18; Psalm 26; Luke 14:25-33 

Large crowds were travelling with Jesus, and turning to them 
he said: If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and 
mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters — yes, even 
his own life — he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not 
carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. Suppose one of 
you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate 
the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays 
the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish. ’ Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. 
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Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty 
thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other 
is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same 
way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my 
disciple. (Luke 14: 25-33) 

Discipleship Eudemus of Rhodes was one of Aristotle’s 
pupils. He edited his famous teacher’s work and made it more easily 
accessible. Living from 370 BC until about 300 BC, he was a 
philosopher and historian of science. He collaborated so closely with 
his master that he was regularly called Aristotle’s “companion” 
rather than his “disciple.” Discipleship is part of human history, for 
there have always been masters with their disciples. During the 
second decade of the nineteenth century in England, John Henry 
Newman was changing from Evangelicalism to High Church 
Anglicanism. But a new stage in his life was reached when Hurrell 
Froude drew him to John Keble. In a sense Newman then became a 
disciple of Keble’s, while in time greatly outclassing his one-time 
guide in the power and depth of his thought, as well as the excellence 
and extent of his writing. Newman himself became a master with 
many ardent disciples, and the driving force of the Oxford 
Movement. As I say, it is a feature of the history of mankind that 
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there have been numerous masters with their disciples and we see it 
also in the history of God’s chosen people. The prophet Isaiah 
(spanning the late eighth and early seventh century B.C) had 
disciples. We read in Isaiah 8:16-18 the prophet directing: “Bind up 
the testimony and seal up the law among my disciples. I will wait for 
the Lord, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob.” Some 
scholars propose that the disciples of Isaiah formed an Isaian school. 
Presumably many of the prophets had their disciples and those 
disciples had influence on those around them. Many of them may 
have been instrumental in recording the words of the prophets. John 
the Baptist had many disciples. Our Lord’s first and most important 
disciples were drawn from some of John’s, and others of John’s 
disciples were encountered by the infant Church in its missionary 
work far and wide. Our Lord had very many disciples. Some were 
Apostles, many followed him to the end, and some fell away. There 
is, however, at least one feature of what Christ expected of his 
disciples that absolutely distinguishes him from other masters. What 
is the feature to which am I referring? 

Aristotle had been a disciple of Plato — though he moved 
away from his master in his thought. But Plato would never have 
expected unqualified devotion to his own person from his disciples. 
Nor did Aristotle expect this of his disciples. Nor, of course, did 
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Keble expect this of Newman — such an expectation would have 
been preposterous. Isaiah would have expected from his disciples a 
heart open to the word of God and a readiness to follow his — 
Isaiah’s — guidance. So would have John the Baptist of his 
disciples. But neither would have expected an ardent devotion to his 
own person. This was understood to be reserved for God. The 
prophet merely pointed to God and announced his word. John 
described himself as being merely a voice crying in the wilderness. 
The case is altogether different with Jesus Christ. He expected of his 
disciples a total devotion both to his word and to his own person. In 
this he claimed a status altogether unique, transcending all other 
masters before and after him. We read that “ Large crowds were 
travelling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, 
his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my 
disciple ” (Luke 14: 25-33). Our Lord puts his point graphically — 
his disciple must act as if he were “hating” his closest relatives, 
which is to say placing devotion to himself far ahead of devotion to 
any other. His interests are to dwarf in importance the interests of all 
others, were they to be in conflict. If this is not the case, a person 
cannot be counted as his disciple. Moreover, “ anyone who does not 
carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.’’' This is a 
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remarkable statement, for it alludes to crucifixion. Our Lord did 
refer to his crucifixion with his close disciples during his public 
ministry and his allusions were often not understood. In our passage 
today our Lord alludes to the cross even before the crowds. Anyone 
who wishes to be his disciple must be prepared to follow him, 
carrying his cross, even to the point of crucifixion. It is a serious 
business being a disciple of Christ. 

All this is to say that we must enter into the Christian life with 
a lot of deliberation and be as cognisant as possible of its demands. 
Our Lord asks for a total love and a full-hearted obedience. He is 
expecting us to love and serve him as we would God — and for this 
simple reason that he, our Brother and Redeemer, is God. Let us 
deliberate carefully, then. “ Suppose one of you wants to build a 
tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has 
enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not 
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him .” Let us 
resolve to give all it takes. It will mean giving our all. But ah! It is 
worth it! 
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Thursday of the thirty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, 

my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 3:3-8; Psalm 104; Luke 15:1-10 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering round to 
hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, 
This man welcomes sinners, and eats with them. Then Jesus told 
them this parable: Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 
one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country 
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he 
joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his 
friends and neighbours together and says, 'Rejoice with me; 1 have 
found my lost sheep. ’ l tell you that in the same way there will be 
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
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ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. Or 
suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not 
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together 
and says, ‘Rejoice with me; / have found my lost coin. ’ In the same 
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents. (Luke 15:1-10) 

God the Shepherd It is well-known among anthropologists 
that in traditional native religions the high god, the principal deity, 
tends to withdraw from view after the initial work of creation. 
Thereafter the scene tends to be left to lesser spirits, and it is with 
these inferior beings that man deals. The high god is a remote and 
withdrawn deity. The Vedic, Buddhist, and Jain religions share 
cultural roots in north-eastern India and both the Buddha and 
Mahavira hailed from this region. It is doubtful that these great 
Asian religious founders had any clear notion of a supreme deity who 
actively loves man. Man seeks the Absolute, rather than the 
Absolute seeking man. Indeed Buddha seems to have been firm that 
to achieve salvation, one did not have to accept the existence of God. 
I can think of one modern British scholar of Buddhism (Paul 
Williams) who maintains with great erudition that Buddhism rejects 
the notion of a loving Creator. There is no doubt about the 
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monotheism of Islam, but the Judaeo-Christian observer would 
hesitate with its image of Allah. Man is called to surrender to Allah 
with all his heart. Allah is absolute Master and Lord. He is certainly 
not the Husband of a chosen people referred to by the prophets prior 
to Jesus Christ, the Husband yearning for fidelity from Israel who is 
his chosen spouse. Least of all is he the ‘dear, dear Father’ revealed 
by Jesus Christ, the One we are to address as Abba\ The God whom 
Jesus Christ revealed to man and whose revelation he commissioned 
his Church to bring to all the nations, is a God who lovingly and 
anxiously seeks man out. He is consumed with love for man, a love 
far exceeding man’s ordinary experience. That is to say, the 
Christian religion has brought to the world a revelation from God and 
an image of him that is unique in its overwhelming stress on divine 
love. God is love. That is his most complete definition. For many 
religions this would reduce God to something less than the One who 
is utterly transcendent and beyond the world. But no. Such is the 
surprise of God. God is love in his essence and life — being a 
communion in love of three divine persons who are each the one 
only God — and he is love in his involvement with man and the 
world. 

In our Gospel today our Lord, the Son of God made man — 
Oh, wonder of wonders! — speaks of what the transcendent God is 
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like. God — the “unknown God” to whom St Paul refers in his 
speech to the Areopagus during his visit to Athens in The Acts, the 
One whom every man vaguely seeks — is the joy and fulfilment of 
man’s heart. This one God, whose finger sustains our vast and 
mighty universe, gazes on every man and woman with a yearning 
and compassionate love. He is Father to each of us in a sense we can 
scarcely imagine, precisely because of the infinite power of his love. 
The world throbs with love and it throbs with hate. The love that is 
found in the world — that love which exists between man and wife, 
between parents and children, between friend and friend, and 
occasionally even between enemies — all this love is as nothing 
compared with the love which the Creator of all has for each person 
he sustains in existence. It is a love which seeks each out, pursuing 
him silently, discreetly, unrelentingly. It is a love which will never 
give up and which is determined to prevail. Ultimately, though, it is 
a love that can be rejected and if it is rejected it will be to the sorrow 
of the mighty Father who is our Creator. God is love, and our Lord 
shows this in his parable of our Gospel passage today (Luke 15: 1- 
10). God is like the shepherd, one of whose sheep has strayed. 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of diem. 
Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 
the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts 
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it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbours together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
sheep. ’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent .” God will rejoice if we turn back 
to him, and our turning back to him will be the result of his loving 
pursuit of us. Moreover, the whole of heaven is filled with this 
divine love that anxiously pursues wayward and sinful man. Just as 
God will rejoice, so will all of heaven. This is what the Creator of 
the world is like. He loves us dearly. 

It is one of the features of spiritual maturity to be able to look 
back on life and see, amid the many bad experiences, the hand of a 
loving and very particular Providence. God has pursued us with his 
love amid the cruelty and thoughtlessness of others and amid our 
own many failings too. He is like the good shepherd going after the 
stray, or like the woman searching every nook and cranny of her 
home till she finds the lost coin. As the years pass we must place 
ourselves more and more deeply in the care of our heavenly Father. 
Let us do this, determined withal to obey him in all the little and 
ordinary duties of life. Thus shall we reach our true homeland. 

-- 


- 1968 - 





Friday of the thirty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, 

my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 3:17-4:1; Psalm 121; Luke 16:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples: There was a rich man whose manager 
was accused of wasting his possessions. So he ccdled him in and 
asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your 
management, because you cannot be manager any longer. ’ The 
manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking 
away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to 
beg—I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will 
welcome me into their houses. ’ So he called in each one of his 
master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master? ’ ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil, ’ he replied. The 
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manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four 
hundred. ’ Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe ? ’ 
‘A thousand bushels of wheat, ’ he replied. He told him, ‘Take your 
bill and make it eight hundred. ’ The master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people 
of this world are more shrewd in deeding with their own kind than 
are the people of the light. (Luke 16:1-8) 

Being shrewd Karl Marx was obviously inspired by the 
thought of justice and prosperity being brought to the oppressed 
masses. The analysis by Engels of the condition of the working 
classes horrified him. Religion, he thought, was a bad dream, a 
distraction from the real business of life which was to attain material 
prosperity. Religion was an opiate, dulling the pain of the oppressed 
with the thought of a higher happiness. As it turned out, as an 
economic strategy — setting aside deeper considerations such as its 
atheism — communism proved to be profoundly misguided. In its 
various oppressions, it ignored the right to personal freedom 
involving individual initiative and profitable recompense for one’s 
own labour. But there is this to be said, that a religious person could 
take a cue from Marxism in its setting of clear goals and resolutely 
using the means to attain them. The economic opponent of Marxism, 
classic capitalism, was equally intent on material prosperity and, for 
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its part, it regarded religion not as an opiate but as irrelevant, or 
perhaps impractical, for the important business of gaining wealth. 
Typically it sought its goals, not as if God was an enemy, but as if 
God did not exist. In purely economic terms capitalism was much 
more successful than Marxism but at enormous cost to those without 
capital. It entailed a different form of oppression. But once again 
the religious person could take a cue from capitalism in its setting of 
goals and in its resolutely applying the means to attain them. The 
radical mistake of both Marxism and capitalism lay in its blindness to 
the transcendent. God and his holy will was not at the heart of the 
endeavour, which was his proper place, for he is at the heart of the 
universe and of every slither of it. All things are sustained by the 
finger of God and if his law is opposed or disregarded, then a vast 
unravelling and dislocation is set in place. This is the obvious lesson 
of the Fall of Adam and Eve, and that Fall is iconic of the 
fundamental issues in any true prosperity. If man is to flourish, God 
the Creator must be listened to and obeyed. That having been said, 
the man of religion — which should be every man — must beware. 
Yes, he has the light to see that man’s true calling is to God. But is 
he working at it, shrewdly applying the means to attain his goals ? 

If a man sets out to be rich, he simply must set goals and 
shrewdly identify the means to attain them. If a company is to 
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flourish, its board must have a very good strategy especially in times 
of uncertainty. Marxism, for instance, was not a very good strategy, 
even for its own purposes. Many people have been very successful 
and though favourable circumstances played a part, so did strategy 
and their hard work. This is the point that Everyman, the Everyman 
of all times and places, ought take to heart. All must have a strategy 
and all must put in consistent work. I am referring here to the work 
of attaining our true end. Whatever be a person’s place in the 
economic race of human society, whatever be his capital, whatever 
be his labour, whatever be his accomplishments or lack of them, 
every person on the face of the earth has a tremendous work ahead of 
him. If he fails in that work he has lost everything. There is a 
tremendous prize for everyone, a prize within the reach of the highest 
and the lowest, and everything that a person does in life ought be part 
of his strategy to reach that goal. It is the true treasure in the field, 
the pearl of great price. It is not a treasure that is reserved for the 
few who may have special resources or abilities and perhaps 
especially favourable circumstances to assist them. Whatever be the 
circumstances and whatever be the gifts and resources a person is 
born with, the treasure is meant to be his. God has from before the 
foundation of the world chosen each person for the enjoyment of that 
everlasting treasure. The treasure is union with Christ here and 
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hereafter. But he must work at it. He must shrewdly set the goal 
which God has set for him, and he must select the means which God 
has revealed are necessary to attain it. That goal is personal holiness 
in Christ. It is a daily work, and those successful in the things of this 
world can be a lesson to those who are aware that man’s true treasure 
is God. In our Gospel today, our Lord warns all that “the people of 
this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are 
the people of the light ” (Luke 16: 1-8). 

Jesus Christ is the greatest Teacher of mankind, but compare 
his teachings with, say, those of so many philosophers. Compare 
them with the teachings of Aristotle. One thing that distinguishes the 
sayings of Christ is their amazing simplicity. Even the highest 
mysteries are expressed in a wondrous simplicity of expression. Our 
Lord’s teaching in today’s Gospel is profound and simple. You have 
been given the light. I am your true happiness. Heaven is your 
homeland. Learn from those who attain their worldly goals to work 
shrewdly to attain your heavenly goals. Take the means to live in me 
and resolutely run the race to the finish. Reach your true end. Do 
not squander the light. 
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Saturday of the thirty-first week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37):22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, 

my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful 
offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may 
hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philippians 4:10-19; Psalm 111; Luke 16:9-15 

Jesus said, / tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings. Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 
trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also 
be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in 
handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if 
you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who 
will give you property of your own? No servant can serx’e two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serx’e both God 
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and Money. The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and 
were sneering at Jesus. He said to them, You are the ones who 
justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. 
What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight. (Luke 
16: 9-15) 

Money There is a vast industry designed to ensure the 
comfortable retirement of the older population. There is the pension, 
but people are nevertheless urged to prepare well for this final stage 
of life, by contributing to their superannuation, by looking after their 
health, by getting regular exercise, and in general by saving up their 
finances for it. People are even urged to take out an insurance for 
their own burial. A lot of time has to be put into considering whether 
it is financially wise to buy into a retirement home, or to have a more 
independent and private arrangement. Financial planning for the 
sunset of life is necessary in modern society. Of course, all through 
life there has to be financial planning. The fact is that so much of 
individual, social, national and international life is take up in the 
pursuit of money and economic prosperity. Now, it could be argued 
that, notwithstanding the terrible poverty of considerable portions of 
the globe, there never has been a time of such material prosperity for 
so many. The obvious question is, how ought all this be used, 
especially when so many have little or nothing — and certainly no 
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way to prepare for the future? In this respect, our Lord puts a special 
twist on the question of the use of our material means to prepare for 
the future. He asks, what about the future beyond this life? How are 
you using your financial means to prepare for that? That is surely a 
pivotal question because this life is brief, and any years of retirement 
will also be very brief. But the next life will be eternal, and this 
eternity will depend to a fair extent on the use we make of the 
material means that have come our way. This is surely a matter of 
ordinary common sense, but so many do not consider this because 
they have little faith in the word of Christ. As I say, our Lord puts a 
twist on this. Gain for yourselves friends with the money you have, 
he says, so that you will be welcomed into your eternal homeland 
(Luke 16: 9-15). What does he mean? He means that we ought use 
our money to serve the needs of others (and so to “make yourselves 
friends”) in such a way that God will be pleased with us. 

The best way to prepare for our real future — which is in 
heaven — is to love our neighbour as Christ has loved us. As St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters, though he was rich, Christ became poor 
in order that we might be rich. Our true “retirement” — let us say — 
is in heaven, which in any case is in just a little while. All our life 
we ought be preparing for that, and our utmost concern for our 
children ought be that they, too, reach that final goal. As our Lord 
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says elsewhere in the Gospel, what does it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and loses his soul? In one of his parables he tells the 
story of the successful farmer who has a string of bumper crops, so 
much so that he simply has nowhere to store all the grain. So he 
builds much larger barns, places his abundant produce in them, and 
settles back with a great sense of security. He is prepared for the 
years to come. But all the while God has — as we might say — been 
shaking his head. You fool! You have this single day alone left to 
you, and what use will all this be to you thereafter? The implication 
is that he should have been using his wealth to provide security for 
himself in the hereafter. How could he have done this? His wealth 
would have been of eternal use to him if he had helped the poor and, 
in general, had supported the advancement of God’s reign in the 
hearts of men. Our Lord says, “use worldly wealth to gain friends 
for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings .” The money you have is actually in itself little in 
the sight of God. However much it is, absolutely speaking it is little 
when compared with the real wealth he wants to give you. Well 
now, if you cannot be trusted with what is in reality a pittance, how 
can you expect the real wealth that God wants to give you? That 
wealth is the divine life of union with Jesus both here and hereafter. 
Our Lord is drawing parallels between the affairs of this life and 
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those of the next. Very ominously, he warns that we cannot be the 
servant of money and material goods, and at the same time servants 
of God. We must choose. 

So then, let us resolve to use the money and material wealth 
that come our way — but in a fashion that pleases God. There is 
nothing wrong with making plenty of money but what is wrong is 
using it in a way that displeases God. If we are blessed with talent 
and opportunity for the making of plenty of money, we must 
remember that it is God the Creator and Provider who has placed this 
in our hands. He expects it to be used truly wisely — which is to 
say, in the light of his will, of his judgment, and of the eternity which 
will follow his judgment. That is to say, we ought use our material 
goods to fulfil God’s will, especially in the service of neighbour. In 
this way we shall be making friends, and will be received into our 
true homeland. 
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Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 146:7-10; 

Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 

As he taught, Jesus said, Watch out for the teachers of the law. 
They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the 
market-places, and have the most important seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets. They devour widows ’ houses 
and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished 
most severely. Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a 
fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, I tell 


- 1979 - 



you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all 
the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on. (Mark 12:38-44) 

Loving the poor Sir David Attenborough, the famous 
producer of natural history documentaries, once declared himself to 
be an agnostic. He did not know if there is a God. When asked why 
his profound familiarity with the wonderful world of nature did not 
lead him to the Author of nature, he pointed to the cruelty he saw 
everywhere in nature. The helpless are attacked and devoured. 
There is ruthless cruelty by the strong over the weak. Nature does 
not reflect mercy to the needy — which is what we expect of God. 
Now, setting aside the question of how that pattern in nature is to be 
interpreted, we would surely have to admit that a similar impression 
could be gained from the human scene. While there have been 
wonderful exceptions, is not neglect and oppression of the needy and 
the poor an ingrained feature of much of human history? Prescinding 
from the dictates of Judaeo-Christian revelation, consider a few 
examples. India is arguably the most religious nation in the world. 
The religious imagination pervades that vast and teeming people, 
illustrating the claim that man is, above all, a religious being by 
nature. He yearns for the Transcendent, the Ultimate, and wishes to 
be one with it. But look at India’s abominable caste system and the 
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abiding treatment of its Untouchables! The elimination of this 
despicable attitude to the poorest has proved to be an enormous 
challenge. All through history the afflicted have been neglected. For 
long centuries, slavery — accompanied by great cruelty to slaves — 
has marred civilization and during various eras it has been tolerated 
by religious societies, including even Christian. In the modem era, 
millions of the most helpless are routinely snuffed out of their 
struggle for life by abortion, and this cruelty is sanctioned by 
legislation. The list could go on and on. The point I am making here 
is that while man may be instinctively religious, he can be 
instinctively cruel and neglectful of the poor. If man does not check 
himself by reference to his higher moral instincts, he will not love the 
poor but rather will be deeply irritated by them. Further, he will even 
tend to exploit the poor. Let all this introduce the matter of our 
attitude to the poor. 

Man’s religious life tends to proceed on a sphere distinct from 
concern for the poor. By nature man longs for the God who is 
beyond, while tending to neglect the poor man who is right here. In 
revealed religion, this absolutely will not do. When Cain killed his 
brother Abel, he incurred the wrath of God. Moses received the Ten 
Commandments on Sinai. The first three governed our relations with 
God, while the remaining seven, our relations with man. The 
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prophets inveighed against a religion of splendid ritual and sacrifices 
in the midst of a blithe oppression of the poor. I hate such sacrifices, 
Yahweh God said. To be religious, one had also to be deeply 
concerned for the poor. Jesus Christ, the image of the unseen God, 
showed that God identifies with the poor. In his ministry our Lord 
loved the poor, understanding by this term the person in genuine 
need. He was profoundly merciful. He saw the widow of Nain and, 
feeling profoundly sorry for her, raised her son to life. He responded 
to need everywhere, pointing withal to the greatest misery of all, the 
misery of sin. It was this pitiful condition of sin which he had come 
to do away with. Christ showed the unlimited love of God for the 
one who is poor. In our Gospel today (Mark 12: 38-44) our Lord 
condemns the experts in the law for, among other things, their lack of 
concern for the poor. “ They devour widows ’ houses and for a show 
make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most severely .” He 
notices with a special love the poor and suffering individual. He 
stopped in the crowd when the poor woman touched his cloak for a 
healing. He wanted to have contact with her. In our Gospel today he 
sees the poor widow putting in to the Treasury all she had to live on. 
He holds her up for imitation. Christ loved the poor, and he requires 
of his disciples that they love the poor. At the Last Judgment 
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(Matthew 25:40) he will say to every man and woman that whatever 
we have done to the least person, has been done to him. 

Love for the poor must distinguish the Christian life, and the 
saints have been shining examples of this Christian spirit. The very 
phrase, “being very Christian,” has come to mean being very 
concerned for the needy. Love for the poor is manifested on a 
variety of fronts, in the struggle against material poverty and also 
against the many forms of cultural, moral and religious poverty. The 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy and the numerous charitable 
institutions of the centuries all show the preferential love for the poor 
which characterizes the spirit of Christ and his disciples. Let us then 
pray for the grace to love the poor and to show God’s mercy towards 
them. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2443- 
2449 (Love for the poor) 
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Monday of the thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Titus 1:1-9; Psalm 24: lb-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 

Luke 17:1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Things that cause sin will 
inevitably occur, but woe to the one through whom they occur. It 
would be better for him if a millstone were put around his neck and 
he be thrown into the sea than for him to cause one of these little 
ones to sin. Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and 
if he repents, forgive him. And if he wrongs you seven times in one 
day and returns to you seven times saying, 7 am sorry, ’ you should 
forgive him. ” And the Apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our 
faith. ” The Lord replied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard 
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seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted 
in the sea, ’ and it would obey you. ” (Luke 17:1-6) 

Sin Having arrived on the island of St Helena, Napoleon 
Bonaparte spent the remaining six years of his life as a bored and 
deluded captive. He demanded to be addressed as “Emperor”, 
refusing to accept any communication addressed to “General 
Bonaparte.” He imposed rigid court etiquette on his French 
entourage. He later spent hours each day in his zinc-lined bath, 
refreshed with hot water to relieve the agonies of stomach cancer, 
from which he died in May of 1821. Bored to the limit, he played 
the martyr and attempted to foster the myth of an Emperor wronged 
by a petty English bureaucrat. What did Bonaparte regard as his 
life’s achievement? Whatever it was, it had little to do with pleasing 
God. “Sin” loomed scarcely at all for the grand man, for whom the 
worst calamity was not “sin” but his temporal misfortune. Thirty- 
eight years later in a tiny village of France, the country Bonaparte 
had masterfully dominated, lay a 73 year-old dying parish priest. 
The priest had a European reputation, but of a very different kind 
from that of the Emperor who had caused so many deaths because of 
his ambition. That priest was the famed Cure d'Ars , Jean Vianney. 
One of his intimates present at his bedside doubted that the Cure had 
ever committed a deliberate venial sin (Trochu, El Cura de Ars, 
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1984, p.644). Sixteen years later, away in England, a particularly 
close friend of Blessed John Henry Newman had just died near 
Birmingham. His name was Father Ambrose St John, Newman’s 
fellow-Oratorian and a convert to the Catholic Faith like himself. 
His death devastated Newman, who was assured by the one attending 
Ambrose at the last that “his soul was ripe for heaven.” Newman 
wrote that Ambrose St John believed that “since the time he became 
a priest, he had not committed a mortal sin.” The point here is that 
while sin mattered little to the one, it mattered enormously to the two 
others. “Sin” is scarcely an objective fact for secular man, of which 
Bonaparte was a notable specimen. Napoleon accepted that there 
was “a God” (of sorts), but his “God” did not matter or count. What 
mattered was making the best of this world, and he was the judge of 
what was best. By contrast, God was everything to St John Vianney 
and to both Newman and Ambrose St John, and “sin” was the worst 
of calamities, to be resisted tooth and nail to the end. 

Inasmuch as the universe proceeds in its history and 
development according to its own vast array of laws, some may 
argue that things occur by necessity, or by good or bad luck. One 
can see how some could be argued for this because much that 
happens is the result of the playing out of the laws of the world — 
and these laws are of various kinds and operate at various levels. But 
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one great fact puts paid to this sweeping assumption (of necessity 
and luck), and that is the fact of free choice. Man knows he 
possesses the gift of free choice, and has the responsibility that 
accompanies this. Just as he is aware of physical laws and patterns, 
so too he is aware of objective moral obligation. He is obliged to do 
certain things, things that are good, and he is obliged to avoid other 
things, things that are bad. He is morally obligated, and yet he is free 
to contravene his moral obligations. He can sin. Man — the man 
with a lively and properly functioning conscience — knows that he 
sins. “Sin” is the one thing that every man and woman, whose 
conscience is alive, knows must be avoided. His distinctive gift, the 
gift of freedom, must be exercised constantly in avoiding “sin” — 
not just in acquiring possessions, status and power. True greatness 
will be attained not merely in dominating the world around him, but 
in avoiding “sin.” The principal goal of life is to please God and to 
avoid displeasing him. The more complete the attainment of this 
particular goal, the greater the person becomes precisely as a person. 
Other goals may be attained, but if this goal is neglected, let alone 
completely lost, then all is as nothing in ultimate terms. So it is that 
Jesus Christ in our Gospel today refers to the calamity of sin and 
leading others into sin. Jesus said to his disciples, “ Things that cause 
sin will inevitably occur, but woe to the one through whom they 
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occur. It would be better for him if a millstone were put around his 
neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him to cause one of these 
little ones to sin. Be on your guard 7” (Luke 17:1-6). When Christ 
stood before the highest persons of the nation — the Sanhedrin and 
the high priest — their rank as such meant little to him. When he 
stood before Pontius Pilate, the representative of the Empire, his 
political power as such meant little. What mattered was sin. ‘'"Thai is 
why," he said, “ the ones who handed me over have the greater guilt ” 
(John 19:11). 

There comes a point in every person’s brief life when one thing 
just has to happen, if he is to get on in a true sense. He must 
understand that the one thing that matters is his recognition of God 
and the imperative of pleasing him. This means striving to do his 
will and to avoid committing sin — “sin” being none other than 
displeasing God by doing what is evil in God’s sight. That is what 
matters. Closely following this, it must be recognized as a priority 
that it is a terrible thing to lead others in the direction of sin, and it is 
a grand and wonderful thing to lead them in the direction of obeying 
God. Let us get our priorities right then, and make these things the 
foundation of our lives. 
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Tuesday of the thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Titus 2:1-8.11-14; Psalm 36; Luke 17:7-10 

Jesus said, Suppose one of you had a servant ploughing or 
looking after the sheep. Would he say to the serx’ant when he comes 
in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? Would he 
not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on 
me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? Would 
he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you 
cdso, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty. ’ (Luke 
17:7-10) 
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Duty At various times I have come across persons who 
regret that they have the religious duties that are theirs. They envy 
those with fewer and less demanding religious duties. Such a person 
may be, let us say, a Catholic. He knows that as a Catholic he has 
various duties to fulfil, and he observes that many non-Catholics do 
not see themselves as having as many religious duties as he. The 
non-Catholic may not feel himself required to attend worship every 
Sunday. He may see himself as having less demanding requirements 
in certain other spheres of life. This person who envies the other 
with fewer duties is reluctant about duty, he wishes to be rid of it, 
and cannot be said to love it. Duty is not for him a friend. Now, it is 
well to ponder often on the sheer phenomenon of duty in our daily 
experience. From our earliest years of conscious and reflective 
thought, we sense duty. I do not refer simply to external impositions 
which, if they are not respected, bring sanctions. After all, a school 
bully may demand of others that they do this or that, and he may get 
compliance because of the threats he makes. But none of those who 
comply would regard their compliance as a duty. It is merely 
expedient. The demand coming from other sources may, however, 
be perceived precisely as a duty — such as the demand by school 
authorities that there be no bullying. The sanctions which bullying 
attracts may result in compliance for reasons primarily of 
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expedience, but all know that this compliance cannot be reduced to 
expedience. This is because the demand in this case is also seen as 
representing a duty. Duty cannot be reduced to expedience, even 
though we may recognize that the fulfilment of our duty is also 
expedient for our happiness. There is something ultimate about the 
quality of duty because there is something ultimate about the dignity 
of the one to whom one has the duties — be that person God, or 
one’s fellows. There is this, too. Duty is not like an unpleasant 
acquaintance or even an enemy. It is a true friend, and while love for 
it is not just a matter of utility, still, as with any good friend, love for 
it will lead to our real happiness. 

Deep within his soul man senses the call of duty. It abides 
within, and abides constantly. It does not glare menacingly at man, 
but while being severe it smiles with the promise of brightness 
ahead. More, man senses a greater Presence within duty. This 
Presence summons him to love precisely through his obedience to 
duty. That is to say, in the dictate of the conscience, the prudent man 
senses the echo of the voice of God. Our sense of duty is our most 
natural step to God, and, if we respect the demands of duty — not 
with a weary reluctance or as a mere expedient, but for love — it will 
take us higher and higher. In our Gospel today, our Lord surely 
suggests these ultimate rewards of doing one’s duty. “So you also, 
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when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty (Luke 17:7- 
10). Our Lord’s words intimate that the fulfilling of one’s duty for 
love of the God who summons in the duty, will bring happiness 
aplenty. Such a person will not need further rewards for his 
happiness. All this is to say that a life of obedience to God in the 
fulfilment of one’s duties of state will bring a profound happiness in 
itself. A girl marries early and leaves the home of her happy 
childhood to embark on her life’s work, being wife and mother. She 
lives out her long life in the one small locality, bearing up with her 
difficult husband and disappointing children. She humbly and 
consistently lives a life of duty, happy withal. She prays daily, she is 
cheerful, she makes allowances for the unreasonable thoughtlessness 
of many around her — in a word, she strives to fulfil her duty in life. 
She does all this because she wants to love and serve God. Her duty 
brings her peace and a great heart. She finally reaches her end and is 
buried with her relatives, her grave hardly distinguished. But she 
became a great soul and was recognized as such. She had done no 
more than her duty, and her duty had led her to happiness and to 
sanctity, humble, hidden but real. Duty is our best friend. It is the 
touch of God’s finger bringing light for the journey ahead and 
constituting our natural stairway to heaven. 
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We are unworthy servants. We have done no more than our 
duty. The greatest saints have had that to say, and if anyone at the 
end of life is able to say this, that person has reached his term. John 
Henry Newman was prepared to go a long way in accepting 
Darwin’s theory of evolution, but he drew the line at the human 
sense of duty. When this appears, the human being has appeared and 
that demands the creative action of God. The human being is 
distinguished by his conscience, by his sense of duty. Let us resolve 
to do our duty, the duties of every day which God has been pleased 
to give us, knowing that our happiness and flourishing, here and 
hereafter, will come from their loving fulfilment. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Titus 3:1-7; Psalm 22; Luke 17:11-19 

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten 
men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called 
out in a loud voice, Jesus, Master, have pity on us! When he saw 
them, he said, Go, show yourselves to the priests. And as they went, 
they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came 
back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus ’feet 
and thanked him — and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, Were not 
all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no-one found to 
return and give praise to God except this foreigner? Then he said to 
him, Rise and go; your faith has made you well. (Luke 17:11-19) 
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God is very personal Throughout the history of Western 
thought there have been numerous variants of the argument that 
posits a First Cause of our changing, caused, contingent, varied and 
ordered world. From Plato and Aristotle to Plotinus to Avicenna and 
on to Aquinas the argument has been worked and reworked. It was 
Aristotle who gave the discussion a special early impetus. But 
according to Newman in his important sermon of April 1830 (‘The 
Influence of Natural and Revealed Religion’), the philosophical 
notion of the First Cause held by the ancients was more of a divine 
Principle rather than of a living Person. This Principle tended to be 
an abstraction rather than a concrete person. This observation 
reminds us of the difficulty inherent in any religion that depends on 
creation alone for its inspiration. There are so many good things man 
finds himself blessed with, but these good things alone will probably 
leave him with but a shadowy impression of the unseen Donor. By 
intervening in history and entering into a dialogue with specific 
persons, God has projected himself into our lives and into our minds 
in a very concrete and personal way. He, the Author of all that is, 
has presented himself to man as a living Being with his own personal 
identity. He is not just the Principle of all things. Indeed, he even 
became man. As Pope Benedict XVI put it, Jesus Christ is his face. 
From that point, there has never been anything of remoteness about 
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God in his relations with us. He deals with us in a very personal 
way, and invites a personal response on our part to what he does for 
us. It has been revealed that there is nothing anonymous and faceless 
about the Donor of all that we have received. He is Yahweh God, 
the one who is, who has become man in the person of Jesus Christ. 
He, the Incarnate God, has been touched, heard and seen. Now, 
observe how Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, bestowed good 
things — beyond what could be expected of mere nature, on those 
who needed them. He made it all very personal. 

What do I mean by all this? Notice what happened in our 
Gospel passage today. Our Lord was travelling along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee and he was accosted by a band of 
lepers. From the distance which they were required to maintain, they 
appealed to him for pity, for mercy. Immediately he told them to go 
and present themselves to the priest, at which they departed and in 
the process were healed. We notice the pure liberality of Jesus. He 
gives on request, unless there is a positive reason for not doing so. 
But he gives not as if he were a mere Principle or Source of things, in 
the way one might go to the tap and turn it on for the water that is 
needed. He is not just some impersonal Cause of good things, access 
to which one might be lucky enough through circumstances to 
possess. He is a real, living person who chooses to give what 
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persons have need of and ask for. Moreover, he expects, as would 
any living person, some appropriate response to him who is the giver. 
He expects appreciation and acknowledgment. He expects us to 
recognize that he is the source of the good things we have been 
given. He expects us to thank him, and indeed, to praise him. He 
wants us to come to him and ask for what we need. In fact, he wants 
to be our Friend. He does not want us to carry on in life as if 
whatever good things have come our way have come from some 
impersonal Force beyond, a Force or Cause which is shadowy and 
which can hardly be expected to make much difference to the way 
things are in fact found to be. So it is that, while all it took was a 
word from Christ to effect the complete physical transformation of 
the condition of twelve lepers, our Lord expected them to be grateful. 
God is a living, real, and profoundly interested Person. Jesus is the 
image of the unseen God, and his response to the Samaritan leper 
reveals the attitude of the infinite God. “Were not all ten cleansed? 
Where are the other nine? Was no-one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner? Then he said to him, Rise and 
go; your faith has made you well ” (Luke 17:11-19). 

The Christian religion is a very personal matter between us, 
considered individually and as a people, and the living triune God. 
God is not just the benevolent Ultimate, the Absolute, the Principle 
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of all things. He has a face, and that face is Jesus. He smiles, he 
laughs, he listens, he watches, he actually laid down his own life for 
each of us. He freely died that we might live forever. He wants a 
personal relationship with each of us. He calls us not servants, but 
his friends. The Creator of the universe is my Friend, indeed my 
Father and my Brother. Let us resolve to cultivate a deep friendship 
with God by knowing, loving and serving Jesus Christ. 

-- 
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Thursday of the thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Philemon 7-20; Psalm 145; Luke 17:20-25 

Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God would come, Jesus replied, The kingdom of God does not come 
with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is, ’ or 
‘There it is, ’ because the kingdom of God is within you. Then he said 
to his disciples, The time is coming when you will long to see one of 
the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell you, 
‘There he is! ’ or ‘Here he is! ’ Do not go running off after them. For 
the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and 
lights up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer 
many things and be rejected by this generation. (Luke 17: 20-25) 

The Kingdom I remember the exultation of his followers 
when Lrancois Mitterrand won the Presidency of Prance. A new 
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period in French life was about to start! But somehow the lustre 
began to fade. Time and again there is great excitement all over a 
nation when a party captures Government. The same thing can be 
seen even when a dictatorial party wins a democratic election and 
slowly manipulates the processes so as to entrench its power for long 
years ahead. Its followers can be filled with enthusiasm for the 
utopia that is promised. Enormous atrocities can be perpetrated for 
the sake of a utopia, imagined as a regime of material and political 
prosperity. The French Revolution exploded on the scene with the 
promise of liberty, equality and fraternity for all in a nation in which 
all were to be citizens equally. Citoyens! What in fact took 
immediate shape was a terrible ogre, a monster with blood and flesh 
dripping from its vast mouth. Terror was in every neighbourhood 
and the guillotine became a famed household word. Out of its jaws 
came the thunder of Bonaparte, and Europe was filled with carnage, 
fire and sword. It began with the dream of a utopia for this world. A 
century later another utopia was imposed — that of the Russian 
Revolution with its millions of dead strewn in its wake. Long, long 
before, God himself had promised a Kingdom. At the dawn of 
human history, God had promised that the descendant of the woman 
would crush the serpent’s head. Abraham was promised that all the 
families of the earth would be blessed through him. The prophets 
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saw it coming, — a little here, a little there, and gradually the picture 
formed. A Messiah was coming, One who would fulfil what God 
had promised for the people and for the world. But how was this 
interpreted? All too often it was understood as an earthly utopia. 
Indeed, there are still those who, accepting the revelation that 
preceded Christ, take the divine promises to mean an earthly peace 
and prosperity here and now. The notion of a Messiah, dead on the 
cross and calling on all to follow in his footsteps, is a foolishness to 
them and certainly not the fulfilment of what had been predicted. 

In our Gospel today our Lord is asked — by the Pharisees — 
when the Kingdom of God would come. They knew it would come 
and the acceptance of historical revelation involves accepting this 
hope. John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness calling on all to 
repent, and to prepare the way for the Lord, for he was coming. He 
pointed to Jesus as God’s Man, his Anointed One, the Messiah. 
Then John’s star was removed from sight and Christ stood forth as 
the light that had suddenly arrived. He called on all to repent, for the 
Kingdom of God was at hand. When, then, the Pharisees asked, 
would it come? The problem with the Pharisees as with so many, was 
their very notion of the Kingdom of God. Our Lord said to them that 
it is not as you think it to be. "The kingdom of God does not come 
with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is, ’ or 
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‘There it is, ’ because the kingdom of God is within you.” The 
Kingdom of God is within you! What would the Pharisees have made 
of this? We read in the Gospel of St John of one of the Pharisees who 
came to Jesus by night to be instructed by him. He was Nicodemus, 
a secret but faithful disciple, and to him our Lord spoke of the 
Kingdom of God (John 3). You have to be born again, our Lord said, 
otherwise you cannot enter the Kingdom of God. It will mean being 
born of water and the Holy Spirit. Importantly, our Lord went on to 
tell him that he himself must be lifted up, that those who believe in 
him may not perish but have life everlasting (John 3: 14). In our 
Gospel today, having replied to the Pharisees, our Lord speaks to his 
disciples. Before his glory, the Son of man “ must suffer many things 
and be rejected by this generation ” (Luke 17: 20-25). The Kingdom 
of God is not a utopian kingdom of this world. It involves 
crucifixion. A person will enter the Kingdom or Rule of God when 
he follows Christ along that road for love of him. The Rule or Reign 
of God is found and embodied in the person of Jesus Christ, and one 
enters this Kingdom by entering into union with him. It is this 
Kingdom which will triumph. 

Man’s best happiness here consists in union with Jesus Christ. 
He is the key and the meaning of the universe. He is the grand 
linchpin, and we reach the heart of reality by entering into an 
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undying friendship with him, whatever be the cost. The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected in order to enter his glory. 
The Glory and the Utopia will come, but only through union with 
him. What he asks is that, for love of him, we renounce ourselves 
and take up our cross every day and follow in his footsteps. Then 
comes the Glory. That is what the Kingdom is, and it is found in the 
person of Jesus, who himself is found in his Church. Go to him, 
then! 

-- 
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Friday of the thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 John 4-9; Psalm 118; Luke 17:26-37 

Jesus said, Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be 
in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, 
marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered 
the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. It was the 
same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying 
and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulphur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. It will 
be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day 
no-one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should 
go down to get them. Likewise, no-one in the field should go back 
for anything. Remember Lot’s wife! Whoever tries to keep his life 
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will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. I tell you, on 
that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the 
other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be 
taken and the other left. Where, Lord? they asked. He replied, 
Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather. (Luke 
17:26-37) 

The Judgment I am not sure whether there has ever been 
an international study of the effect of the installation of road cameras 
on reducing speeding on the roads. In Australia the fines are hefty 
and after a few infringements the license is lost for a period. This 
can lead to immense inconvenience and even to the loss of a person’s 
job — if his job depends on his having his license. Being caught by 
the camera can be plain unlucky. A person, normally careful about 
his driving speed, can be distracted from watching his speedometer 
for just a few seconds and then quickly recover his attention. But by 
then it could be too late. His foot has relaxed down a little on his 
accelerator, his car has exceeded the limit, and he has been caught. 
For all the camera knows he was caught speeding over a distance, 
whereas his speeding was but momentary. All of that said, I am sure 
that for lots of good and careful drivers, the threat of fines and loss of 
license makes them doubly careful. Perhaps they choose to take the 
one route to their workplace so as to be entirely familiar with all road 
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cameras to be encountered. The point is that penalties change 
behaviour , and the whole of life, from childhood to the grave, 
illustrates this. There is the constant prospect of reward or 
punishment ahead, depending on our behaviour now. This pattern in 
life ought prompt man to expect that, if there be an Afterlife ahead, 
the nature of it will depend on his behaviour now. As it has turned 
out, this is one of the most prominent features of revealed religion. 
God has revealed that following death there is a divine Judgment, 
and following that, there will be either Heaven or Hell. What it is to 
be for each individual will depend on his behaviour — his thoughts, 
his words and his actions — now. God will reward and he will 
punish. The revelation of God’s judgment became clearer and more 
fulsome as divine revelation unfolded in the course of sacred history. 
That is to say, what Christ reveals of the judgment of God on virtue 
and on sin far exceeds what was revealed before him. Our Lord is 
very clear. Remember Lot’s wife! She was engulfed because she 
disobeyed. 

Just as it is foolish to disregard the sanctions imposed on those 
who exceed the speed limit, so it is foolish to disregard the divine 
sanctions on our actions. In our Gospel today, our Lord is obviously 
referring to the final coming of the Son of Man when he will judge 
the living and the dead. “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also 
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will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, 
drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah 
entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. It was 
the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying 
and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulphur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. It will 
be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day 
no-one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should 
go down to get them. Likewise, no-one in the field should go back 
for anything. Remember Lot’s wifeF ’ (Luke 17: 26-37). Every man 
and woman will see that day and will be caught up in it for good or 
ill. The principal thing, in the last analysis, will be this divine 
Judgment. Man’s ultimate happiness will depend on how he is 
judged by God, and God is a moral Judge. He judges according to 
the goodness or evil of our deeds. The secular man, who lives as if 
God did not exist, is living far from the true reality of things. Every 
one of us is a heart-beat away from the most awful thing of all, the 
all-searching judgment of God. Notice how, when a person is caught 
having committed a grave crime, his apprehension mounts as the date 
of his trial approaches? Yet every moment of our lives we inexorably 
approach the judgment of God. It is unavoidable, for time is carrying 
us along. We cannot stop, we cannot turn back. The destination is 
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getting nearer and nearer. We shall all most certainly arrive at our 
judgment day, and when that moment comes it will be all over. 
Then, nothing further can be done. The books will be opened and 
everything laid bare. Then the sentence will be pronounced: it will 
be, Come! or it will be. Go! 

St John Fisher was Bishop of Rochester in the time of King 
Henry VIII and Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, to which 
university post he was re-elected annually for ten years and then 
appointed for life. He was martyred by Henry VIII for his defence of 
the Church and her teachings. He kept a human skull before him as 
he worked — it reminded him of the judgment of God. In view of 
this unavoidable reality, what must sinful man do? He should 
acknowledge his sinfulness and repeatedly ask pardon of God in the 
ways taught to us by Christ and his Church. That said and done, he 
should trust in the mercy and goodness of God. With this thought in 
mind, let us take our stand with Jesus, trusting in his love and his 
sacrifice for our sins. That is the way to prepare for God’s judgment. 

-- 
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Saturday of the thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87):3 Let my prayer come into your 

presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue 
in freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 3 John 5-8; Psalm 111; Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 
should always pray and not give up. He said: In a certain town there 
was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there 
was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
‘Grant me justice against my adversary. ’ For some time he refused. 
But finally he said to himself ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care 
about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 
she gets justice, so that she won 7 eventually wear me out with her 
coming! ’ And the Lord said, Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out 
to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? / tell you, he 
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will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth? (Luke 18: 1-8) 

Prayer of petition From time immemorial man has engaged 
with the unseen powers who are understood to control, to a greater or 
lesser extent, the course of the world. For thousands of years the 
Australian Aborigines performed ceremonies invoking mythic 
beings, and by this means gained access to the spiritual powers of the 
“Dreaming”. The ceremonies enabled participants to enter into the 
ongoing renewal of the “Dreaming” on which life and the world 
depended. So it has been across the teeming ocean of human life. 
Prayer and ritual is characteristically a feature of human society. 
Man has been convinced that the course of the world depended on 
higher powers and that these same powers could be brought over to 
his side. They could be placated and made friendly by the 
ceremonies — though often they were friendly in the first place. The 
secular student typically regards this image of the deity as a mere 
projection by religious man of his inner desires or experience of life. 
But it could be viewed more profoundly as a dim perception by man 
of something of the real and objective Numen, the Other. When he 
addressed the Australian Aborigines at Alice Springs in 1986, Pope 
John Paul II said that “for thousands of years” they had fashioned 
their culture, and that “during all this time, the Spirit of God has been 
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with you.” The Pope said that “ Your ‘Dreaming which influences 
your lives so strongly that, no matter what happens, you remain for 
ever people of your culture, is your own way of touching the mystery 
of God’s Spirit in you and in creation. You must keep your striving 
for God and hold on to it in your lives.” The point here is that man is 
a being of prayer and religion, even though this can deform and 
degenerate into magic and religious manipulation. Now, God, who 
created man with a religious instinct for him, has intervened in 
history and revealed his plan for man. What does he — made man in 
Christ — say to us about our prayer? Our Gospel today is very clear 
about one point. 

Our Lord encourages us to pray for all that we need. Apart 
from anything, this sets a divine seal on the fact that in all places and 
at all times man has prayed. Christ in effect says, it is very good that 
you have prayed. It is what you ought be doing. But of course God 
has now revealed himself in person, and so we have all the more 
reason to pray with all our heart. We can pray with real light, all the 
while following divine instructions. In our Gospel passage today, 
our Lord tells us another thing about prayer. It is that we should pray 
persistently for what we need. Our Lord gives an illustration drawn 
from everyday life. It is the picture of the unjust judge who is 
badgered by the poor widow to grant her rights. She wore him down, 
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and he granted her request. Even if a person is not loving and 
thoughtful, even if he is unjust, sheer persistence will make him get 
up and grant a petition — if only to be rid of the importunate 
petitioner. We see ongoing prayer in human societies and in fallen 
man — well then, how much more ought we pray in ongoing fashion 
to our loving and all-powerful Father in heaven! Our Lord is inviting 
us to be importunate with God. “Anr/ the Lord said, Listen to what 
the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his 
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting 
them off? / tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 
However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18: 1-8). The teaching of Christ about the prayer of 
petition as expressed in this passage is that we should persist in 
asking for what we need. But all too often we simply lack the faith 
to persist in prayer. We give up on God because he delays or seems 
not to be answering our prayer. We think he does not care, or that he 
cannot give what we are asking for, or it may even become clear that 
we doubt the reality of God anyway. If we truly believe that God is 
God, then we shall believe that the one to whom we are praying is 
all-loving, all-powerful and all-wise. If our prayer is not answered in 
the precise way we wish, it must be because God is answering it in a 
better way. We must not give up on God. 
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If there is something important to pray for, and if in the 
presence of God we genuinely think our asking for it would not 
displease him, then we ought pray for it. If it continues to seem to be 
the will of God that we ask him for this favour, then we ought 
continue to ask for it. We ought humbly persist. If nothing results, 
we ought persist in faith, unless it becomes manifest that it is not 
according to the will of God that we pray for it. We ought pray 
persistently and not lose heart. If in the event the favour is not 
granted, we may be sure that it is in our best interest that we not 
receive that favour, and that God will answer our prayer in a much 
better way. 
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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16:5, 8-11; 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark 13:24-32 

Jesus said, in those days, following that distress, ‘the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken. ’ At that time 
men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 
glory. And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. Now 
learn this lesson from the fig-tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and 
its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when 
you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the 
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door. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away 
until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never pass away. No-one knows about that 
day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. (Mark 13:24-32) 

The Last Judgment A person has applied for an advertised 
position, the upshot of which he knows will have a profound effect 
on his life. He has sent his curriculum vitae and the accompanying 
references, and very soon he must present himself before the 
selecting panel for his interview. The panel will make a judgment on 
his suitability over other candidates. The day looms and he prepares 
anxiously. So much will depend on it. That’s one case. Or again, 
after a few years of grinding and difficult work, a Ph.D. candidate is 
still uncertain of his thesis. But he must present it because his time is 
up. It will now be examined by three judges external to his 
University and his concern is considerable. Much depends on the 
acceptance of his thesis. His whole career will be affected by it. Or 
again, a person’s doctor has told him that there is something wrong 
with his lungs, and it does not look good. Indeed, it may be cancer. 
Tests must be taken, and then sent away for examination. All this is 
done and the person’s apprehension grows as the medical judgment 
is awaited. Judgment. There are so many instances in life of a 
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judgment being made, a judgment on which so much depends. Life 
is filled with tests, and in passing one we go on to yet another. In 
failing one we still have the opportunity of others. All of life is a 
scene of trials and tests. Some persons pass certain tests with 
distinction and achieve acclaim in certain spheres of activity. Amid 
all of this, though, there is a deeper test that most people are aware 
of, and that is the test of one’s very humanity. A person may have 
climbed from rags to riches, succeeding in test after test in his special 
line. But, at a deeper level, those around him know that he is not 
much of a man after all. He is self-centred and seems to have little 
sense of God. That is to say, there is a deeper test in life that is going 
on every day, and that is the moral test to which all are subject. This 
is the greatest test in life. It is present in all of life’s tests, and a 
man’s moral state will show if he is distinguishing himself in it. The 
supreme test that life presents is the test as to whether we have 
become good, or not much good, or even bad. 

The fact that the life of everyone is made up of tests, especially 
moral tests, suggests to ordinary reflection that testing does not end 
with life. That is to say, the fact that all our life we are looking 
ahead to being tested in one sense or another, ought naturally lead us 
to expect a test beyond this life. Moreover, life ought intimate to us 
that this final test hereafter will be about the main issue, personal 
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goodness. God has intervened in history to reveal himself and his 
plan for us, and at the forefront of his revelation is the confirmation 
that life indeed is a trial and that it will be consummated by a 
judgment when life is over. As happens so often during life, after 
life we shall be up for a judgment. This time, though, it will be the 
last we shall face. The judgment following death will determine the 
course of each soul for all eternity. Judgment will be pronounced on 
the one important thing in life: the goodness or evil of the soul. 
There will be no escaping the reward or the sentencing as the case 
may be. There will be no new opportunity beyond this. We have all 
this on the word of Christ as proclaimed by the Church. There will 
be either Heaven or Hell for each soul, with a further purification for 
many who are pronounced to be saved. But our Lord has also 
revealed, and he speaks of it in our Gospel today (Mark 13:24-32), 
that there will be a Last Judgment not merely for the individual, but 
for all together. When that day comes, all mankind will be gathered 
before the Judge. The judgment on those who have died will be 
confirmed, and the judgment on those still living will be uttered. 
This time, though, the resurrected body of each will at once share in 
the eternal retribution which the soul received at his or her particular 
judgment following death. To that point the soul will have 
undergone the reward or punishment due to him, but with this Last 
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Judgment the resurrected body will now share in the lot of the soul. 
The whole person, body and soul will be with God forever, or lost 
forever, as the case may be. It is an awesome and solemn thought. 
Eternity for body and soul will depend on each person’s judgment, 
which in turn will have depended on each person’s life. 

Christ has gone from sight, but he dwells among us in his body, 
the Church. As the Church’s Head he drives the mission of the 
Church, which is to bring redemption to all the nations. There is a 
tremendous urgency about the work, for each soul is the apple of 
God’s eye. At death comes the particular judgment of each. At the 
end of history Christ will come again — and he refers to it in our 
Gospel today. He will come as Judge of the living and the dead, and 
judgment will be pronounced on all. The mighty hand of God will 
cause a final parting of the ways, some — body and soul — to go up 
to be with him, and others to go down to be lost forever. Let us love 
and serve him, then! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1038- 
1041 (The Last Judgment) 
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Monday of the thirty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Psalm 1; Luke 18:35-43 

4 .s' Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging. When he heard the crowd going by, he asked 
what was happening. They told him, Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. 
He called out, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! Those who 
led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all 
the more, Son of David, have mercy on me! Jesus stopped and 
ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus 
asked him, What do you want me to do for you? Lord, I want to see, 
he replied. Jesus said to him, Receive your sight; your faith has 
healed you. Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, 


-2019 - 



praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God. 
(Luke 18: 35-43) 

Doing one’s best Let us say it is the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. A young couple who live in Camden just outside 
Sydney has just bought a property in a fairly remote location in 
Burragorang Valley. Burragorang Valley is not far from them but 
because of lack of roads, it is quite difficult of access. The couple 
have two infants with one more on the way. They move down there 
and over the years that follow they build up the farm and raise a large 
family. They love their farm but, as is often said about Australia, 
they suffer from the tyranny of distance. They must do without 
many things because those things are far away. The education of the 
children is less than it could have been were they elsewhere. They 
do not have the medical attention they used to have. It is a great 
event when a road is built from their area to the nearest town outside 
the Valley. In giving this example I am referring to the obvious fact 
that ours is a sphere of reality which is governed by space and time, 
and the limitations of space and time deprive us of enjoying certain 
benefits. It is a law of our material condition that while we enjoy 
some benefits in our existing situation, our enjoyment of many other 
benefits will depend on the limitations of time and space being 
overcome. This applies also to the benefits of religion. At the dawn 
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of history, God promised redemption from the Fall of our first 
parents. The descendant of the woman would crush the Serpent’s 
head. But thousands upon thousands of years would pass till the 
revelation granted to Abraham, and then the best part of two 
millennia would pass till the arrival of the Messiah himself. It seems 
a slow route to be following to attain the salvation of the world. But 
God respects the limitations and laws of his creation. Blessings 
reach us amid the limitations of place and time. In our Gospel today, 
a blind beggar sits by the roadside begging. He has been many years 
in his blindness. He is suddenly fortunate, for he is told that Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by. Now is the time, and he, Jesus, is not far 
away! If he does not act now, the time will pass and distance will 
prevent his gaining the blessing. So he shouts. 

These things are obvious, but they bear consideration. If that 
beggar had not been sitting by that roadside at that particular time, 
and if Jesus had not chosen to take that route at that point of time, the 
beggar would have remained in his blindness. Much depended on a 
coincidence of factors governing space and time — all of which, of 
course, falls within the guiding Providence of God. If the beggar had 
not made the very best of his circumstances at that precise point, 
nothing would have happened. If the beggar had not inquired from 
the passing crowd what it was that was going on, he would not have 
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been led to impose himself vociferously on the crowd and make his 
voice heard above the din. His voice carried, and overcame the 
distance. Having heard his cries to Jesus, Christ stopped and directed 
that the man be brought to him. Then there followed his complete 
cure, and his following of Jesus along the road. He became a 
disciple — and we might say that a great deal depended on a coming 
together of factors of time and place. It also depended on the beggar 
— and even Christ himself — making the best use of that propitious 
moment. This is, we might say, a picture of the workings of God in 
the world he has created. There were vast numbers of persons whom 
Christ did not reach despite his tremendous efforts, because though 
he was God, he took to himself a human nature with all its 
limitations. God chose to respect the restraints inherent in his own 
creative and redeeming work. But he also maximized its 
possibilities. Now, what has this to do with each of us? We too, 
aware of the constraints of time and place, must make the very best 
use of time and place to make Christ our life and the life of others. 
Just before he ascended into heaven our Lord entrusted his disciples 
with a tremendous responsibility. It was to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations. They were to bring him to all 
those represented by the blind man of our Gospel today. We must 
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every day set about maximising both time and place to tell every man 
and woman, Come! He is calling you! 

Life is short — so time limits us. Space and place also limit 
our options. But we must maximise the possibilities as did the blind 
beggar. This applies not only to our own benefiting from the 
blessings of Christ, but also to our bringing those blessings to others. 
We have a pressing work to do in life, the work of God which is — 
as St John says in his Gospel (ch.6) — to believe in the One he has 
sent. Let us do our best to surmount the things that can prevent us 
from knowing Christ our life, and that can prevent others from 
knowing him too. This is what the blind beggar did, and as a result 
he followed our Lord along the road. Let us take our cue from him, 
then! 


■rb»©«dv 


- 2023 - 





Tuesday of the thirty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 3:1-6.14-22; Psalm 14; Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was 
there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 
wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he 
could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
Zacchaeus, come down immediately. 1 must stay at your house 
today. So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the 
people saw this and began to mutter, He has gone to be the guest of a 
‘sinner ’. But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, Look, Lord! 
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Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the 
amount. Jesus scad to him, Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save what was lost. (Luke 19: 1-10) 

Conversion In 2009 Pope Benedict XVI declared the year 
to be a Year of the Priesthood. He proposed that the Church 
contemplate especially Saint John Vianney, the famous Cure d'Ars 
(parish priest of Ars) in nineteenth century France. The Cure of Ars 
has been declared by the Church to be patron saint of parish priests. 
I can remember some fifty years ago a priest who went on to be the 
Provincial superior of his religious order. He himself had never 
served a term working in a parish and he was not a secular priest. But 
he took St John Vianney as his patron saint. The fact is that the Cure 
cTArs was a remarkable religious prodigy. He was a great saint and 
from his backwater parish he had a remarkable European reputation 
and influence. Archbishop Ullathorne of Birmingham once visited 
his parish to speak with the Cure , and he saw numerous people 
sleeping in the fields awaiting their turn to go to Confession. Now, if 
one reads the story of his life — and there are several — a notable 
thing about him is that from his earliest years he had a remarkable 
propensity for religious faith. He received his First Holy 
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Communion with the most profound reverence. I am not an expert 
on this famous man, but I am not aware that there was what we 
would normally call “a conversion” in his life. Doubtless, all 
through his life there were daily “conversions” from sin and he was 
acutely aware of sin in his life, as are all the saints. But there was no 
notable turning point because he always seemed to be growing in 
grace. The case is very different with vast numbers of good and holy 
persons. Due to the grace of God, they undergo conversions. 
Archbishop Ullathorne himself underwent a conversion while at 
Mass in Memel (. Autobiography , p.34). His famous and brilliant 
friend, John Henry Newman, underwent a profound conversion at 
age 15 ( Apologia , p.4). St Paul underwent a conversion on the way 
to Damascus. Augustine underwent his conversion after years of sin 
and heresy. The fact is that God calls people to himself in thousands 
of varied ways. Our Gospel today (Luke 19: 1-10) gives us one of 
those ways and it certainly involved a dramatic conversion. 

Imagine our Gospel scene. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector 
of Jericho and had done extremely well, but had compromised 
himself seriously and repeatedly in the business of garnering his 
wealth. Would anyone have regarded him as having spiritual 
potential? Scarcely, and yet there was something in him that drew 
him in a spiritual direction, for he was anxious to see Jesus. He ran 
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ahead of where Jesus was going, for he could not catch a glimpse of 
him for the crowd. Jesus was holy. He exercised the power of God. 
He was a great prophet. God was in him. So Zacchaeus ran ahead 
and climbed the tree which he could see Jesus would be approaching. 
It is a beautiful scene, but something much more beautiful was about 
to happen. Our Lord did not just deal with crowds — he dealt with 
individuals. On one occasion he was pressed by the crowd while on 
his way to heal someone who was seriously ill. Suddenly he stopped 
and asked who touched him. Everything came to a halt and Jesus 
carefully looked around, his penetrating gaze searching the crowd. 
Someone had touched him, and as a result, had been healed. The 
unknown woman came forward and then received the loving 
assurance of Jesus that her faith had saved her. Christ is interested in 
each individual. And so it was with Zacchaeus. As Jesus moved 
along with the crowd around and behind him, he suddenly stopped 
and looked up. We can imagine a smile coming across his face as he 
addressed the chief tax collector by name. He had immediately 
plumbed the heart of Zacchaeus and asked him to come down from 
the tree, for he was to dine in his house that day. Zacchaeus 
clambered down, with his heart in a process of profound change. 
The fact that Zacchaeus’s name is given suggests that he became a 
faithful disciple, and it all began with this dramatic conversion. 
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What does this tell us? It tells us that Christ can change the life of 
anyone if there is but an opening. He can change our lives too, if like 
Zacchaeus, we truly want to see him. Every saint is a model for all 
of us but there is something special that the converted saint offers us. 
It is the lesson that grace can overcome sin. 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Zacchaeus and run 
ahead, as it were, to see Jesus. Let us climb that tree and receive the 
loving gaze of Jesus Christ as he asks us to come down and receive 
him into the house of our soul. Let us receive him every day, for he 
wants to abide with us constantly. He asks that, like Zacchaeus, we 
renounce sin and make him our Lriend. He asks for ongoing 
conversion from sin, all sin. His love will enable us to do this, 
because with his love has come grace, that grace that changes the 
heart of the sinner and sets him on the path of sanctity. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the thirty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 4:1-11; Psalm 150; Luke 19:11-28 

While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a 
parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that 
the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He said: A man of 
noble birth went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom 
and then to return. So he called ten of his sen’ants and gave them 
ten minas. ‘Put this money to work, ’ he said, ‘until I come back. ’ But 
his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We 
don 7 want this man to be our king. ’ He was made king, however, 
and returned home. Then he sent for the sen’ants to whom he had 
given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 
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The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more. ’ 
'Well done, my good serx’ant! ’ his master replied. ‘Because you have 
been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities. ’ 
The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more. ’ 
His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities. ’ Then another 
serx’ant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; / have kept it laid 
away in a piece of cloth. / was afraid of you, because you are a hard 
man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not 
sow. ’ His master replied, 7 will judge you by your own words, you 
wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out 
what I did not put in, and reaping what 1 did not sow? Why then 
didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when / came back, / 
could have collected it with interest? ’ Then he said to those standing 
by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten 
minas. ’ ‘Sir, ’ they said, ‘he already has ten! ’ He replied, T tell you 
that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who 
has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But those enemies 
of mine who did not want me to be a king over them — bring them 
here and kill them in front of me. ’ After Jesus had said this, he went 
on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19: 11-28) 

The End It is well recognized that in structuring his 

Gospel, Luke emphasised the climactic character of the Passion and 
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Death of Christ. Our Lord’s final journey up to Jerusalem is given 
special emphasis, and important teachings are placed in the course of 
that journey — as he approaches Jericho, as he leaves Jericho, and so 
on, as the case may be. In our Gospel passage today “ he went on to 
tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people 
thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once.'’’’ It 
seems that there was something about our Lord’s manner and 
teaching that suggested that “the kingdom of God” was imminent. 
They had formed the impression that the kingdom of God was about 
to appear — that is, immediately. As Jerusalem was approached, 
there was mounting expectation. A little later in the chapter, our 
Lord approaches the city seated on a colt and is acclaimed of his 
disciples. They welcome him as the King who had been promised. 
All this is to say that our Lord had connected his entry into Jerusalem 
and what would then follow, with the coming of the Kingdom. That 
general point had been conveyed, even though it had been — as 
usual — misinterpreted. All this reminds us of the central role of the 
Passion and Death of the Lord in the coming of the Kingdom. By 
means of it, Jesus would, to use the imagery he employs in his 
parable, go away and be appointed King. Then he would return. 
That return would occur in multiple senses. He would return at his 
Resurrection. He would return in his gift of the Holy Spirit to his 
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Church at Pentecost, to remain with the Church in the power of the 
Spirit to the end. Finally, he would return on the clouds of heaven at 
his final coming to judge the living and the dead. But the climax of 
his earthly life and the beginning of the Kingdom would be achieved 
by his Passion and Death. It was necessary that he suffer in order to 
enter his glory as King of kings and Lord of lords. The people had 
not appreciated the Passion, but they had picked up that the Kingdom 
was near at hand. 

Yes, the Kingdom was near at hand but it was not as they 
thought. They thought that very soon, they too would experience the 
glory if they followed him now with acclaim. But no, there was 
much work ahead for the servants of the King — and it was to be 
real, industrious, fruitful work. They had to put their heads down 
and enter into the task, for, as in the parable, the man of noble birth 
would come back as King and demand an account. That is, they had 
to work with energy and effect for the Kingdom, if they wanted to 
participate in its glory. And so, while in the parable the man of noble 
birth goes to a far country to receive for himself the kingdom, prior 
to his leaving he entrusts his servants with his money. With that 
money they were to gain more for the King. We read that “A man of 
noble birth went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom 
and then to return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them 
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ten minas. 'Put this money to work, ’ he said, ‘until I come back. 
Now, we notice in the parable that there are two groups of persons 
whom the man of noble birth leaves behind as he goes forth to 
receive the kingship. There are his servants to whom he entrusts his 
funds, and there are the citizens who hate him and who, when he has 
gone, refuse to accept his authority. Thus, in very simple terms, is 
the world divided. There are the servants of Christ, and there are 
those who do not accept him. St John, in the Prologue of his Gospel, 
speaks of the Word coming to his own, and his own not receiving 
him. But to those who do receive him he gives the power to become 
children of God. In the famous Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius 
Loyola there is the very important meditation on the Two Standards, 
the Standard of Christ and the Standard of Satan. Those citizens who 
do not accept him will be condemned when he returns. But the 
servants too, must face a judgment at his return. Their judgment will 
be on the industry with which they have served the interests of the 
King, and that judgment will affect all the servants down to the least. 
The servant who had done nothing with his master’s money would 
lose everything. 

Our Lord is saying that he, and he alone, is the King. He will 
come to judge all. Those who wilfully and knowingly refuse his 
authority will be condemned. It will be a sentence of death. But 
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those servants of his who accept his authority as King and who have 
been entrusted with the promotion of his Kingdom in their everyday 
lives, will also face a tribunal. Their judgment will concern the use 
they have made of the treasure they were given. Let us then use 
every day of our lives to serve Christ our Lord and to enhance his 
lordship in the world — for he is coming. When he comes, there will 
be a solemn judgment, and then his kingdom will have no end. 

-- 
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Thursday of the thirty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 5:1-10; Psalm 149; Luke 19:41-44 

4 .s' Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw dm city, he wept over 
it and scad, If you, even you, had only known on this day what would 
bring you peace — but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will 
come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against 
you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash 
you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will 
not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognise the 
time of God’s coming to you. (Luke 19: 41-44) 
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The heart of Christ Consider the mythical gods of 
Babylonian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman and, say, Nordic religions — 
Religious myth is an important part of the life of man, and its 
meaning is the object of unending research. Again, consider the 
mythical figure of Baiame (or Daramulan) of the traditional 
Aboriginal religion of South East Australia, as reported by Howitt in 
the nineteenth century. Baiame is impressive. But of course, 
philosophy at its best — for example, as in the thought of Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle, and the best systems that built on their foundations 
— attained far more to the truth of God than did religious myth. St 
Augustine considered Christianity as the successor, not of the 
religions of the ancient world, but of its philosophy. But for all its 
achievements, philosophy, of itself, also has serious limitations — 
especially, say, in envisaging God as a living person. Consider the 
conclusion of philosophy that the ultimate Foundation of this 
ever-changing world is pure Act , a simple actuality that excludes all 
potential. This provides an ultimate Principle accounting for a 
transient and changing world, but how is man to imagine or even 
conceive of this Principle as a living Person, with whom he can enter 
into some form of communion? Of course, this could be discussed in 
philosophical fashion at great length. My point here is that man 
longs for communion, and for all his best efforts, he could not 
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apprehend God adequately as a living Person without the decisive 
help of God himself. Somehow he needs to encounter God, and not 
just reason to him. Enter the living God on this difficult scene. He 
takes his place on the very stage of human history, and does so as a 
concrete, living man. He can be heard, seen and touched. He can be 
imagined. This is the living God of all creation, pure Being, and the 
abiding Cause of all limited being. He takes on a shape, and he has a 
face. He can be approached with the utmost ease and befriended, 
and he means to befriend man. He appears as every bit a man, 
indeed he is fully and completely human in a way we are not — in 
the sense that there is no sin to spoil and warp his humanity. Just as 
he is utterly divine, so he is utterly human. In our Gospel today, he 
beholds the city of his love and considers its moral and spiritual state. 
Contemplating it, he breaks down in tears. 

It is well to consider the implications of our scene in which the 
Son of God weeps. It is now no longer difficult for man to 
apprehend the living God as a real person. We are speaking here of a 
man whose spirit has depths beyond our imagining. The power, the 
resources and the life of the heart of Jesus Christ far exceed anything 
of our experience. In his spirit, Jesus Christ had strength and love 
that towered beyond compare. Here we see the sensitivity and 
feeling that marked this unique man of the ages. He beholds 
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Jerusalem which he is soon to enter, and he weeps over its sin and 
hardness of heart. If Christ wept over Jerusalem, how he must have 
wept over Judas, a disciple of his special choice! We read that on an 
earlier occasion Christ was in confrontation with the leaders of the 
Jews, this time over his imminent action of healing on the Sabbath. 
Christ asked them to answer his question. They refused, presumably 
because they knew they would be forthwith defeated in debate. They 
would not engage, so as not to be exposed to the light of his words. 
We read that Christ looked around on them in anger, and proceeded 
to cure the person on the Sabbath. Christ, full of holy love, was 
angry. We have here a living Person, one who was truly human, and 
one who has made it easy to imagine God as a living person. At the 
time of our Gospel scene today, which is to say just before his final 
entry into Jerusalem — but reported in a different Gospel — Christ 
goes to the tomb of Lazarus his friend. As has been said, we read 
that before he raised him from the tomb, he wept. This is the living 
God who invites us to be his friend. Let us often think of Christ in 
tears over fallen, wayward, stubborn, sinful man. Christ weeps for 
each one of us, and with his tears rolling down his strong face he 
calls us to him. He said of Jerusalem that he had wished to gather its 
children to him as a hen gathers its chicks under its wings, but they 
refused. What we are speaking of here is the living heart of God. 
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Jesus Christ reveals to us that God has a heart. He is not just the 
Principle behind all things, but the Person we have been made to 
relate to. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene of today (Luke 19: 
41-44), and near to Jesus Christ as he beholds the city of his love. 
That city had been the love of God’s heart for centuries — and his 
Temple, his abode among his chosen people, was there. Jesus Christ 
gazes on the city and he weeps. He has a great heart and that same 
heart loves you and me. Let us be devoted to the heart of Christ and 
let us, by the power of grace, strive to model our hearts on his. 
Learn from me, he said, for I am gentle and humble of heart. That is 
what grace can do — it can transform us into his likeness. 

-- 
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Friday of the thirty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 10:8-11; Psalm 118; Luke 19:45-48 

Then Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out 
those who were selling. It is written, he said to them, 'My house will 
be a house of prayer but you have made it ‘a den of robbers ’. 
Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the 
teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to 
kill him. Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the 
people hung on his words. (Luke 19:45-48) 

Christ our Priest Our brief Gospel scene today depicts an 
event of high drama. Christ had arrived in the city. His journey to 
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Jerusalem is one of the structural planks of St Luke’s Gospel. On his 
journey to the city much teaching was given, and the arrival is a 
climax of the Gospel. In the city Christ would offer the great 
sacrifice of his life which would redeem the world. It is to be noted 
that Christ never in this Gospel calls himself a priest because, 
obviously, such a statement would place him within the ranks of the 
Jewish priesthood. His high priesthood was new and the sacrifice of 
his life for the sins of the people and all mankind would be the 
supreme act of his priesthood. So then, Christ has entered the city 
riding the colt as the prophet had foretold. He enters, acclaimed as 
prophet and Messiah-king who comes in the name of the Lord. But, 
unknown to the people, he was also entering the holy city as priest, 
mankind’s High Priest about to offer sacrifice. What does he do? He 
immediately enters the Temple and shows that he is Master of the 
Temple, filled with zeal for the worship of God. We read that “ Jesus 
entered the temple area and began driving out those who were 
selling. It is written, he said to them, ‘My house will be a house of 
prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers’ .” Who were the 
masters of the Temple? They were the priests, and here our Lord is 
taking charge of the Temple — he physically expels all commercial 
activity. Nothing but worship, teaching and prayer is allowed. Then 
he himself sets up, teaching the word of God every day. All this is 
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under the very nose of the chief priests and the scribes and the chief 
men of the people. He acts with an authority he has not obtained 
from anyone — it is authority he possesses from God. It is a signal, 
to be understood in the future, that here was the true High Priest 
ordained by God, and his offering of sacrifice was imminent. In the 
Gospel of St John, this symbolic action occurs at the outset of our 
Lord’s ministry (2:14), and in that scene our Lord is even more 
explicit: he states that his own body is the Temple. Our Lord is filled 
with the awareness that he is mankind’s priest and victim. 

It would be an interesting thing to analyse the popular image of 
Jesus of Nazareth. I suspect it is that of a great prophet. When our 
Lord asked his disciples who men said he was, he was told that they 
thought of him as a great prophet: John the Baptist come back, or one 
of the great prophets back with them again. I think that generally 
mankind would still imagine him as a great prophet and teacher of 
religion. Our Lord then asked his disciples who they themselves 
thought he was. Peter spoke up: he was the Messiah , and indeed the 
Son of the Living God. It was a splendid avowal, a remarkable 
perception that actually came from God. God the Father had 
revealed to Simon the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth, and our 
Lord immediately went on to appoint Simon to be the Rock on which 
he would build his Church. But there was a further dimension to our 
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Lord’s identity and mission which had not yet been explicitly 
acknowledged, but which our Lord then alludes to. The Son of Man, 
he told them, must suffer greatly and be rejected and put to death. 
Having no idea as yet of Christ being priest and victim, Simon Peter 
reacted strongly at such a thought. He was severely rebuked by our 
Lord and accused of being a Satan — showing just how central to his 
identity and mission his sacrifice was. He had come to offer a great 
sacrifice, the sacrifice of his life. That is to say — though our Lord 
did not put it in these terms — he had come as High Priest and 
Victim. He was Prophet, King and, notably, Priest. The priesthood 
of Christ was fundamental to his identity and mission. In our Gospel 
today (Luke 19: 45-48), our Lord takes command of the Temple and 
sets up there. He is acting as the Priest of God who has 
responsibility for mankind’s worship of the Father. Soon he would 
offer the perfect sacrifice which would reconcile man to God and 
take away the sin of the world. He would act as supreme Pontiff, 
bringing man’s gifts to God and God’s gifts to man. Though the 
leaders could not touch him because of the people, our Lord as 
priest-victim would place himself in their hands. 

Let us pray for the grace to appreciate the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ. This priesthood he shares with all those who are baptized 
into him. All the baptized faithful possess what the Church calls the 
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common priesthood, while the ordained, by the singular grace of 
ordination, share in the ministerial priesthood. The two are different 
in kind and not merely in degree, but each is just a share in the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ. He is our one and only High Priest, and 
by his sacrifice the world was redeemed. Let us take our stand with 
him, then! 

-- 
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Saturday of the thirty-third week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think 

thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I 
will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 11:4-12; Psalm 143; Luke 20:27-40 

Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came 
to Jesus with a question. Teacher, they scud, Moses wrote for us that 
if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man 
must marry the widow and have children for his brother. Now there 
were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died 
childless. The second and then the third married her, and in the 
same way the seven died, leaving no children. Finally, the woman 
died too. Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since 
the seven were married to her? Jesus replied, The people of this age 
marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered 
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worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the 
dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no 
longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, 
since they are children of the resurrection. But in the account of the 
bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord 
‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ’. 
He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him cdl are 
cdive. Some of the teachers of the law responded, Well said, teacher! 
And no-one dared to ask him any more questions. (Luke 20: 27-40) 

Resurrection Josephus informs us in his work, The Jewish 
War (recounting the Jewish revolt against Rome, 66-70 AD), that 
there were ‘‘three philosophical sects among the Jews. The followers 
of the first of which are the Pharisees; of the second, the Sadducees; 
and the third sect, which pretends to a severer discipline, are ccdled 
Essenes He tells us that the Sadducees did not allow “the belief of 
the immortal duration of the soul, and the punishments and rewards 
in Hades.” This is corroborated in Matthew 22:23 and its parallel 
passage in our Gospel today from Luke 20:27-40. It is mentioned 
again by Luke in his Acts of the Apostles 23:8, when St Paul exploits 
the division between the Pharisees and Sadducees on this point to 
extricate himself from accusations of the Jews. The fact is that the 
beliefs of mankind on the Afterlife display a bewildering variety. 
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Zoroastrianism had a judgment after death followed by reward or 
punishment. Ancient Egyptian religion is impressive in its insistence 
on an ethically based judgment after death, and there are some who 
regard the Egyptians as having pioneered the notion of an afterlife 
judgment. In traditional Australian Aboriginal religion it seems that 
at death the true soul returns to the eternal Dreaming, where in some 
sense it resided prior to birth. The list of beliefs that have marked 
man’s idea of the Afterlife goes on, but what is clear is that while 
generally man looks forward to an Afterlife in some sense, its nature 
is clouded in obscurity. The Sadducees of our Gospel today (Luke 
20: 27-40) emphasised the first five books of the Bible (as being, 
presumably, the primitive revelation), and, like the ancient Hebrews, 
emphasized this present life. God’s rewards and punishments were 
given now in this life. Now, modem secular man typically goes an 
important step further. Nature is all there is. There is no 
Supernatural. His philosophy is Naturalism. Rewards and 
punishments, then, can occur only in this life. Let us regard the 
confrontation between Christ and the Sadducees as, in a sense, 
involving modern man. Modern man has an ingrained assumption 
that makes it difficult to him to take seriously any talk of a 
resurrection. 
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Our Lord is clear and adamant. There is a resurrection from 
the dead. There will be a judgment on each and every person 
following his death. For those “considered worthy” of the age to 
come and of the rising to life with God, the glory of heaven will not 
be simply a continuation of this life, for they will no longer die. And 
so there will be no more marriage and married life as such, but in that 
respect all will be like the angels, for death will have gone forever. It 
is worth pondering the thought that the glory of heaven will be free 
of all that pertains to death. There will be nothing that hints of the 
breakdown or reduction of life. Christ said that he came to bring life, 
life in abundance, and this gift of life will reach its zenith in the 
presence of God in heaven. Our Lord points out to the Sadducees 
that it was alluded to by Yahweh God himself in his meeting with 
Moses from the Burning Bush, when he described himself as the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This was from one of the five books 
they accepted. God was referring to living persons, for he was not a 
God of lifeless remains and dead bones. It meant that Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob were alive when God spoke to Moses, although the 
fullness of their life in God would come with the sacrifice of Christ. 
What this means is that we ought think often and deeply of what our 
Lord has revealed of the resurrection from the dead. An eternity of 
bliss awaits the one who is faithful to God. The bliss will be total 
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and it will be unceasing. This is because it will involve the direct 
sight of God and unimaginable union with him. The one in heaven 
will be enfolded in a divine embrace that will immerse him in the 
infinite love of God. The smile of God will never fade and an 
eternity of joy will be ahead. Never will there be a tear to dampen 
the happiness of every soul who has been taken to glory. Moreover, 
the day will arrive when each soul will be reunited to the body and 
thus will happiness be complete. The resurrection is a tremendous 
thought. It ought be at the forefront of our lives till the end. What a 
tragedy not to be judged worthy of it! The thought of the resurrection 
from the dead ought impel us to believe in Christ and to share in his 
saving mission. 

Christ often urges us to pray with faith. Ask, and you will 
receive, he says. What better thing to ask for than that we be saved, 
and that those for whom we have some responsibility be saved too! 
Is not this the greatest favour to be asked for, and would it not be the 
greatest catastrophe to lose it? We ought pray to Christ and to those 
who are now in heaven that we may join them there. Let us pray to 
Mary the mother of Christ too, that she will pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. 
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The Solemnity of Christ the King 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 
his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:13-14; Psalm 93:1,1-2, 5; 

Revelation 1:5-8; John 18:33b-37 

Pilate asked Jesus, Are you the king of the Jews? Is that your 
own idea, Jesus asked, or did others talk to you about me? Am 1 a 
Jew? Pilate replied. It was your people and your chief priests who 
handed you over to me. What is it you have done? Jesus said, My 
kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another 
place. You are a king, then! said Pilate. Jesus answered, It is you 
who say it. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came 
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into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth 
listens to me. (John 18: 33b-37) 

The Truth It is possible, for considerable periods of one’s 
life, to be living on the surface of things. Life can be made to consist 
in the pursuit of this or that interest or distraction, based on mere 
personal preference. In this case, life is lived and developed on the 
basis of what happens to attract. Those attractions can be massive 
and lead to enormous activity, but in the final analysis their basis can 
be mere preference. But if a person reflects more profoundly, it 
ought become clear to him that if he is to be truly and fully himself, 
he must not spend his life simply acting on personal preference. At 
the heart of being the person that he discovers himself to be, is the 
call of duty. It is not mere preference but duty which — if he has 
developed an inner sensitivity to it — touches and beckons his 
deepest self. He senses that the path of duty is the way to his truest 
happiness and the flourishing of his best self. Very many ignore the 
call of duty and choose the path of preference, but they do so to their 
ultimate cost. Duty is at the heart of authentic human experience, 
and a man’s sense of duty give rise to the greatest choices in his road 
ahead. What will it be? Duty will be hard and narrow, but it will lead 
to abundant life. Mere preference will be broad and perhaps 
exciting, but its end will be an arid desert. Now, if a person stands 
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and contemplates the duty which sweetly and sternly summons him, 
he notices that in fact it is the summons of truth. It is what is true 
that constitutes the duty of every life. Every person is called to 
sincerity and truthfulness in acting and speaking. Everyone has the 
duty to seek the truth, to adhere to it and to order his life in 
accordance with its demands. He finds that if he tries always to be 
true and faithful to the truth as it seems to him, then he flourishes in 
his being. If he abandons the demands of truth and acts merely on 
personal preference irrespective of what the truth of the situation 
may be, then he gradually crumbles as a person. But as Pilate asked 
the Man before him. What is truth? And where is it? Is it just a 
phantom? 

There are elements of the truth everywhere, and massive 
attempts have been made by seekers of the truth to attain it. Many 
have, to a greater or lesser extent, been successful, and mankind has 
benefited accordingly. But what of the whole of truth, and in 
particular the source and the heart of truth? Of course, no one can 
attain all possible elements of the truth as represented by, say, the 
libraries and wise men of the world. But is there some way of being 
in intimate union with the heart, soul and source of all truth, and then 
of surrendering oneself to the duty of loving and serving it? This 
would obviously bring the greatest possible flourishing to the human 
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spirit and the perfection of his being — because man knows he is 
made for duty, duty to the truth. The good news of the Gospel is that 
in Jesus Christ the whole of God’s truth has been made manifest. He 
is “the Truth.” Christ formally stated that he is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. In him the fullness of the godhead abides bodily. To 
know him is to know the Truth. All that is true, be it visible or 
invisible, has its source in him. All of duty is, then, founded in his 
person and has him for its object, for all of duty is founded in the 
Source of truth and being. To discover the person of Jesus Christ is 
to have found the Source of all that we are called to do and be. Any 
person who is of the truth and who accepts the fundamental duty to 
live according to it, and not according to mere preference, comes to 
him. Thus it is that our Lord responds to Pilate with the simple yet 
profoundly significant words: “/or this reason I was born, and for 
this / came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the 
side of truth listens to me ” (John 18: 33b-37). The fundamental 
vocation of every person is to hear the word of Christ, to perceive it 
as the truth, to live according to it, and to bear witness to it before 
men. The Christian is called to bear witness to Christ as the Truth in 
every field of his activity, both public and private, and also, if 
necessary, with the sacrifice of his life. Martyrdom is the supreme 
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act of witness to the truth, and is the greatest fulfilment of duty. In 
this, Christ is our exemplar. 

Let us in our hearts place ourselves before the person of Jesus 
Christ as he utters the words spoken to Pilate. What is truth? 
Supremely and fundamentally, truth is that which comes from God 
— and God, God the Son, is Jesus Christ. I am the truth, he says, 
and I bear witness to the truth — that truth which is me and my 
teaching. All violations of the truth, such as lying, slander, flattery, 
whatever it may be, strike at the person and law of Jesus Christ. 
Because he is the Truth, he is also our Way and our L ife. Let us then 
resolve to place him at the centre of our life and to hear our duty as it 
is expressed in his word. This will be the source of our unending 
happiness. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2471- 
2492 (Bearing witness to the truth) 

-- 
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Monday of the thirty fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 

his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 14:1-3.4-5; Psalm 23; Luke 21:1-4 

As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the 
temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small 
copper coins. / tell you the truth, he said, this poor widow has put in 
more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their 
wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on. (Luke 
21: 1-4) 

Giving all The scene of our Gospel passage (Luke 21: 1-4) 
is the Temple of Jerusalem, and our Lord has arrived in Jerusalem, 
cleansed the Temple of its commercial traffic, and imposed a regime 
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of prayer and teaching in its precincts. The hostility of the chief 
priests, the scribes and other prominent persons is intense (19:47; 
20:19), but they are helpless before the admiration of the people for 
Jesus. While our Lord continues to teach in the Temple, the bulk of 
the chapter prior to our passage today is given over to the attempts by 
the chief priests, the scribes as well as the Sadducees to confront him 
or trap him in his teaching. He sovereignly confutes them all, 
leaving some in admiration (20:39) and others conclusively cowed in 
debate before him (20:40). Despite this, the hostility of the leaders 
remains implacable. In our Gospel passage today our Lord is there, 
Master of the Temple and Teacher of the truth of God. He “ looks 
up” and observes the rich as they cast their gifts into the treasury. 
His eye catches “a certain poor widow ” who dropped in two small 
coins. Now, the word for “poor” here (Greek: penichran) signifies 
one for whom life is a struggle (21:2). But we notice that when our 
Lord draws the attention of his disciples to this widow (21:3), he 
himself describes her poverty by means of a more drastic word — 
she is ptoche, one who is in abject poverty, a virtual beggar, one in 
danger of starvation. The two small coins she gave to the treasury 
were two lepta. The lepton was the smallest Jewish bronze coin. F. 
W. Madden in his History of Jewish Coinage (Reprint 1967, p.296- 
302) tells us that it was worth about one eighth of a cent of his day. 
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It must have been something like the old farthing — or, I suppose, 
less than the modern single cent — which is virtually useless and is 
now, I think, practically out of circulation. The lepton had very little 
value. Presumably St Luke was drawing on the Gospel of St Mark 
(12:41-44) for this incident, and Mark’s Gospel is recognized as 
being the account of St Peter. So we may take it that the eye-witness 
source for our event here is Simon Peter who may have been seated 
next to our Lord as he pointed to the widow and spoke of her. 

Now, in drawing attention to her, our Lord was not just 
speaking of generosity in giving to the Temple treasury. He was 
speaking of the remarkable generosity to God of one who had 
virtually nothing. It is to be remembered that while the rich person 
can be profoundly attached to his wealth, the poor person can also be 
profoundly attached to the little he has. He can be found clinging on 
to it for dear life. It is often said that poverty of spirit can be 
especially difficult for the one well on in life. But this destitute 
widow was not attached to anything. She was attached only to God, 
and she wanted to give to God all she had. She was a widow, and 
possibly bereft of relatives and support. She had her two small coins, 
and anyone would have expected her to carefully husband any small 
means that came her way. But no — she, elderly and without 
support, gave it to God and trusted in him alone. It was yet another 
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example of the holiness that was indeed to be found in the chosen 
people of God — and the Gospels give us other examples of this 
holiness. Holiness of a kind was seen even outside the chosen 
people. Our Lord said, in astonishment, that he had not seen in Israel 
the faith that he encountered in the centurion who had asked him to 
cure his servant. Here, though, our Lord holds aloft before his 
disciples the magnificence of the poor widow. Simon Peter took 
careful note of it, doubtless related the event in his preaching, and 
perhaps directed that it be included in Mark’s Gospel. This gift of all 
that we are and all we have is the ideal for every disciple of Christ. 
Our Lord said on one occasion that no one could be his disciple 
unless he gives up all his possessions. He meant that his disciples 
must be like the poor widow, and give all to God. We must devote 
all our mind, heart, soul and strength to Jesus. It means doing our 
very best in the fulfilment of God’s will every day. There is a 
particular application of this which comes to mind as we think of the 
context of this event. The context, as we saw, was Christ’s conflict 
with the leaders due to his bearing witness to the truth of God. For 
our part, we are called to give our best in bearing witness to the truth 
of Christ. This we do in our homes, at our work, among our friends 
and associates. 
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Let us resolve to love Jesus Christ and to do our best for him. 
It is often said that love is not just a feeling — in fact feelings can be 
largely absent. I remember one person who, for five years, went to 
visit his mother in hospital. She never knew him, because her mind 
had gone. Love is not a feeling, it is a decision. Let us make the 
decision to love Jesus, and to show our love by giving him all we 
have and all we are. Let us take to heart the example of the poor 
widow, for Christ himself has held her up to his disciples, and 
through them to the whole Church. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the thirty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 

his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 14:14-19; Psalm95; Luke 21:5-11 

Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple 
was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. 
But Jesus said, As for what you see here, the time will come when not 
one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown 
down. Teacher, they asked, when will these things happen? And 
what will be the sign that they are about to take place? He replied: 
Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my 
name, claiming, 7 am he, ’ and ‘The time is near. ’ Do not follow 
them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. 
These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away. 
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Then he said to them: Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and 
pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from 
heaven . (Luke 21:5-11) 

The lesson of the Temple It is difficult for the modem 
reader to appreciate the magnificence of the Temple building Herod 
constructed, nor to appreciate the central place that the Temple 
occupied in the ethos of the Jewish nation. Herod’s Temple had been 
a long and tremendous project and, together with his rebuilding of 
parts of Jerusalem (following the attack of 37 BC) and other great 
building projects, it earned for Herod the title of the Great. Our 
scene of today’s Gospel has Christ teaching in the Temple as its 
Master, with his Passion soon to begin. He has cleansed its precincts 
of non-religious activities and has insisted on religious decorum. 
The leaders of the people are helpless before his assertion of 
authority because of the support of the people for their great prophet. 
Soon, as an act of supreme witness, Jesus would allow himself to be 
seized by his enemies the Temple aristocracy. With the magnificent 
Temple all around them, some remarked to our Lord on the beauty of 
the stonework and the gifts there that were dedicated to God. It was 
a sight that moved the human spirit and lifted it in praise of God. 
Christ himself loved the Temple — as just mentioned, he had very 
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recently caused a sensation by single-handedly putting an end to the 
busy commerce going on there. The Temple was the House of his 
own Father, and he insisted it be treated as a place of prayer. But our 
Lord replied to those about him that the massive and awesome 
Temple would in time be nothing but rubble: “the time will come 
when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be 
thrown down ” (Luke 21:5-l 1). It was a statement that harkened back 
to those of the great prophets who had foretold the destruction of 
Jerusalem. It would have immediately reminded our Lord’s listeners 
of the great destruction of Jerusalem centuries before, which 
represented God’s judgment on his people. Our Lord was alluding to 
the judgment of God on his people’s sins. Well now, rather than 
lingering on the details of our Lord’s description of coming troubles 
both soon and distant, let us consider the essential point. The 
essential point was that all this magnificence would go because of 
sin. 

St Paul writes in his Letter to the Romans that death entered the 
world through one man’s sin, and then spread to the whole human 
race. Death and all that is associated with death is ultimately the 
upshot of sin. The sin of man is, in the final analysis, the rejection of 
God and his will. This rejection of God destroys the linchpin of 
created reality, and, with the commission of sin, life unravels. The 
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Scriptures portray this pattern, and the consequences of sin are seen 
in Scripture in certain iconic events — such as the destruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem by the Babylonians. Our Lord is pointing to a 
tremendous destruction that is coming, which would also be due to 
sin and infidelity. Just before he entered the city, he referred to the 
coming destruction and wept over what he saw would happen 
(19:41-44). The cause was his own rejection. We ought take the 
historical fact of the destruction of the Temple and the City some 
decades later as a sign of the moral seriousness of the call to accept 
the person of Christ. Just before he ascended into heaven, he 
charged his disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of 
all the nations. Those who believe would be saved, those who 
refused to believe would be condemned. The point is that the issues 
are ultimately clear-cut and stark, as are the consequences of our 
decision. They apply to each individual, and they apply to the world. 
There will be a particular judgment for each individual, and there 
will be a general judgment for the whole world. All the good things 
that we see will fall away before the ultimate issue, which is the 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord. Let us take our stand with him, 
then! He is our true rock of security. Our days may be filled with 
ordinary things, they may even seem secure, but all that matters is 
the full-hearted acceptance of Christ and his will, lived out in the 
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daily life which the providence of God has made our own. A life 
which is one of spectacle alone — symbolized, perhaps, by the 
beautiful Temple our Lord remarks upon — will not stand. All that 
will stand is a life built on the rock of Christ and his word. 

There is one sense in which we must be living constantly in the 
present. It is no good at all to be caught up in constant bitter 
memories or daydreams of the future. The one real thing is the 
present and we ought be trying constantly to make the best of it. We 
ought live in the present moment. At the same time, we must live in 
the present with the revealed future before us. Our Lord has revealed 
the future, and it consists of the divine judgment. Let us bear in 
mind the lesson of the Temple of Jerusalem so as to gain life 
everlasting. 
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Wednesday of the thirty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 

his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 15:1-4; Psalm 97; Luke 21:12-19 

Jesus said, But before all this, they will lay hands on you and 
persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and 
you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account 
of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them. But 
make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. For 1 will give you words and wisdom that none of your 
adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed 
even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put 
some of you to death. All men will hate you because of me. But not a 
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hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life. 
(Luke 21:12-19) 

Bearing witness Our Lord has just foretold the destruction 
of the glory of Israel, its Temple. Not one stone will be left upon 
another — and within a few decades, so it was. His disciples 
questioned him more, and his vision of the future broadens beyond 
the Temple to the world: Luke records that “the end is not so soon ” 
(21:9). History would entail great upsets and disturbances: “ nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. Great 
earthquakes will occur in various places and famines and plagues. 
There will be fearful sights ” (21:10-11). And so it has been — so 
much so that philosophers have argued that there could not be a God, 
for there is manifestly no purpose, no order, no design in the world as 
it is. The world is a mess. On the night of November 9, 1989, the 
Berlin Wall — the symbol of the Cold War division of Europe — 
came down. It was the culminating point of the revolutionary 
changes sweeping east central Europe in 1989. The collapse of 
communism in east central Europe and the Soviet Union marked the 
end of the Cold War. There was euphoria at the thought of peace — 
the two Germanys were united. Then suddenly as if out of nowhere 
— although there was a long background to it — the cyclone of 
Islamic terrorism appeared on the horizon. It became a world threat 
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and long-standing democracies were soon faced with numerous 
terrorist cells spawning in their own societies. Suicide bombers were 
being groomed across the globe. The very word “martyrdom” — 
meaning the ultimate witnesses with one’s life to goodness and truth 
— was now debased because of horrifying suicides being given that 
name. All this is to say that there is a mysterious pattern in human 
history which our Lord describes in this chapter of St Luke, a pattern 
of unending conflict and turbulence. The refrain of Shakespeare’s 
witches in Macbeth well describes it: “ Double, double toil and 
trouble; fire burn, and caldron bubble .” Yet, as our Lord says, the 
end is not so soon. 

This is the broad context of life for much of mankind. Is there 
any special word from Christ to the Christian, to his disciple? Yes — 
he says that there will be special and added difficulties for him. He 
will be hauled before authorities and persecuted because of faith in 
Christ his Lord. “ Jesus said, But before all this, they will lay hands 
on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all 
on account of my name ” (Luke 21: 12-19). So not only does the 
world rise up, as it were, and toss man to and fro, but the society of 
men will make the one who witnesses to the truth of Christ suffer. 
There is a strange rebellion at the heart of things. St John tells us in 
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the Prologue of his Gospel that the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us. He came unto his own, and his own did not receive him. 
He who is the Way, the Truth and the Life , was rejected. The pattern 
our Lord foretells to his own disciples was in the first instance 
exemplified in him. He was delivered to the leaders of the 
synagogues and cast into prison. He was brought before the 
governor, the representative of the Emperor on account of the truth 
he had revealed. Thus did he himself bear witness to his truth by his 
suffering and death. So it will be for the disciple of Christ, to a 
greater or lesser extent, depending on vocation and circumstances. 
The disciple of Christ can expect difficulties coming from the world 
because its condition is one of turbulent instability. He can expect 
difficulties coming from society because to one degree or another, in 
one sense or another, society is not disposed to accept testimony to 
Jesus Christ. Consider one passing instance — the vituperation 
Cardinal George Pell in Australia attracted from politicians in mid 
2007. He had repeatedly insisted that no Catholic politician should 
vote for an expansion of embryonic stem cell research because of the 
destruction of the embryo that this entails. Or again, consider the 
storm that erupted when Pope Benedict declared during a flight to 
Africa in 2009 that condoms were not the answer to AIDS. 
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There are many Christian positions which will attract 
persecution. But what does our Lord say of this persecution? He tells 
his disciples that this persecution constitutes an opportunity. It will 
be the opportunity to bear witness, and help will come from on high 
when the time comes. “This will result in your being witnesses to 
them. But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will 
defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none 
of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.'’'’ Let us 
resolve to use the little occasions of every ordinary day to follow in 
the footsteps of the Master, bearing witness to him and his truth in 
whatever way is appropriate and possible. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1816 
(Professing Faith in Christ) 
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Thursday of the thirty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 

his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 18:1-2.21-23;19: 1-3.9; Psalm 99; 

Luke 21:20-28 

Jesus said, When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by 
armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and 
let those in the country not enter the city. For this is the time of 
punishment in fulfilment of all that has been written. How dreadful it 
will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 
There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 
They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the 
nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the 
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times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. There will be signs in the sun, 
moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from 
terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly 
bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things 
begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near. (Luke 21:20-28) 

The End In our passage today our Lord speaks in a manner 
redolent of the Old Testament, predicting terrible calamities for the 
chosen people. He is obviously referring to the sack of Jerusalem by 
the Romans — Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles — but 
this event is also an omen of sufferings far beyond the fall of the 
City, “until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled .” He speaks of 
cosmic events — “there will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On 
the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 
and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of 
what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken 
Our Lord speaks of it being “the time of punishment in fulfilment of 
cdl that has been written ,” but it would seem to be more than that. It 
will also be a time of trial for the just who await redemption. The 
key to the prophecy is Christ’s oft-repeated reference to himself as 
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the “ Son of Man.'’’’ I am sure that chapter 7 of the Book of Daniel was 
among those prophetic passages of the Scriptures that were much 
loved by our Lord. It speaks of “one like a son of man" being given 
the everlasting kingdom. The chapter opens with the vision of the 
four beasts coming out of the great sea. Each beast was an ogre and 
different from the others. The horrifying threat is then eclipsed by 
the scene of the Ancient One on his throne, full of glory — 
brightness, whiteness and fire. The books are opened and the beasts 
lose their dominion, but are granted a season more. Then “ one like a 
son of man ” comes on “the clouds of heaven ” to the Ancient One, 
and receives an everlasting kingdom that will never be destroyed. In 
our Gospel passage today, our Lord describes the terrible confusion 
and upheaval, and himself “ coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory." His coming is a cause of rejoicing — just as in Daniel 7, 
where “ the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingship, to 
possess it forever and ever." Our Lord at various times spoke of his 
disciples judging the tribes of Israel — which is to say, sharing in his 
kingship. In our passage, our Lord confirms the prophecy of Daniel, 
showing that he is the one being referred to. 

In the Book of Daniel, the “ one like a son of man" comes on 
“the clouds of heaven." That is to say, his status is unique, beyond 
compare. The “cloud" was an abode of God — in the Book of 
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Exodus, “the cloud covered the meeting tent, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the Dwelling. Moses could not enter the meeting tent, 
because the cloud settled down upon it and the glory of the Lord 
filled the Dwelling. Whenever the cloud rose from the Dwelling, the 
Israelites would set out on their journey ” (Exodus 40: 34-36). The 
presence of God, shown in the cloud, was their great consolation on 
their journey. In one of the greatest miracles of the Gospels, the 
Transfiguration, a cloud overshadows them, and from the cloud is 
heard the voice of God. “This is my beloved son: hear him!” (Luke 
9: 34-35). In our Gospel today (Luke 21:20-28), the “ Son of Man,” 
our Lord himself, will come “in a cloud with great power and glory.” 
This will be a great consolation to Christ’s faithful: “ When these 
things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.” All this is to say that our Lord is 
predicting many tribulations and the judgment of God, but that he 
himself is the King to whom we can look, whatever be the course of 
events in a world marked by good and evil, consolation and 
suffering. He is near, and he is coming. He will prevail and his 
kingdom will never end. It is a prediction of the End, which, 
whatever be our course in life and whatever be the experience of the 
nations and of the world, will be a coming to us of glory and 
happiness. This glory and happiness will be founded on Jesus Christ 
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the King of kings and Lord of lords, the one to whom all authority in 
heaven and on earth has been granted. While on the one hand 
today’s is a sombre prediction, it is, more than anything, a prediction 
of hope. “ When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.'’’’ This applies 
to the macro-scene and to the micro-scene. It applies to the world in 
general, and it applies to each of us. 

Let us accustom ourselves to looking on life and human history 
in terms of what, on the word of Jesus Christ, we know to be the 
End. We ought so live that, were the End to come suddenly, we 
could look forward to what is at the heart of that End, the coming of 
the Lord. We ought keep before our minds, that whatever be the 
tribulations of life, all is in the hands of the Ancient One and the Son 
of Man to whom has been given the everlasting kingdom. To him be 
the glory! 
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Friday of the thirty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 

his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 20:1-4.11-21:2; Psalm 83; 

Luke 21:29-33 

Jesus told them this parable: Look at the fig-tree and all the 
trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. I tell you the truth, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away. (Luke 21:29-33) 
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The Teacher Take the greatest of philosophers — say, the 
iconic philosophers for the West, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle. However 
great their teaching in this or that respect — as in, say, the logic or 
ethics or metaphysics of Aristotle — none of them would claim 
eternal authority. None would have said, my words that you are 
noting down and recording have greater endurance than anything else 
in all the world. None would have presumed to insist that in his 
words all persons have a much greater foundation for security than 
they would have in anything else. Such claims, they would have 
thought, would be preposterous. Or again, take the Hebrew prophets. 
They uttered the word of God and the authority they claimed was 
based on their being transmitters of that word. They did not say, it is 
my word that you must rely upon, my word that is utterly reliable. 
They were simply messengers. It was the word of Another that they 
asked the people to obey. Or again, take Mahomet — founder of a 
religion that drew on the Judaeo-Christian revelation, while departing 
from it in serious respects — he never said to his numerous 
followers, you must base your lives on my word. No, he saw himself 
purely as a Messenger, a prophet of Allah. He understood himself to 
be in the line of the prophets of historical revelation, and indeed as 
being the definitive prophet, but no more than a Messenger 
nevertheless. It was God’s word that he understood himself to be 


- 2076 - 



proclaiming, not just his own. He was a reporter, and his great book, 
the Koran, is presented as and taken to be the word of Allah, 
delivered to him directly from heaven. There have been plenty of 
teachers who have, for very good reasons or for very bad ones, been 
very sure of the truth of what they have said. But I cannot think of 
any who have presumed to claim the personal authority that Jesus 
Christ claimed. “ Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away ” (Luke 21: 29-33). He possessed an unclouded 
awareness of his supreme authority. ‘Tom have heard it said to those 
of old... But I say unto you!” (Matt 5: 33). 

When thinking of the supreme authority of this Man of the 
ages, who lived, nevertheless, at a particular time and in a particular 
place, our minds go to other authorities in the history of the world — 
not at all his equals, but authorities nevertheless. Let us imagine a 
scenario, simply as a device to help us form an attitude to those 
other, lesser authorities. Let us imagine Jesus Christ actually 
meeting such persons. In the Gospel of St John, not long before 
Christ’s Passion, we read that “ some Greeks ” who were in Jerusalem 
for the Festival, said to Philip, “we would like to see Jesus ” — and 
Philip brought them to him. Those “ Greeks ” were of the Hebrew 
faith, but let us imagine a different group of “Greeks,” a pagan group 
that included, say, Aristotle, or Plato. Let us imagine an eminent 
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Roman among them — say, Cicero. Let us imagine the conversation 
between them and Jesus — and I am sure our Lord was tri-lingual, 
speaking Greek and Latin, apart from spoken Aramaic and probably 
the Hebrew of the Scriptures. He came from cosmopolitan Galilee 
and grew up near the cosmopolitan city of Zephoris. He conversed 
easily with Pilate when the time came. What would our Lord’s 
attitude have been towards them? I believe it would have been one of 
genial, welcoming respect. They would have seen in him a 
quintessential Hebrew, of the most profound personal religion and 
the highest intelligence. Our Lord would have instantly plumbed the 
state of their hearts and the essence of their thought, yet he would 
have spoken to them with courtesy and respect. For instance, he 
spoke courteously to Pilate. He spoke respectfully about Caesar: 
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s , he told his enemies 
among the Jewish leaders. He accorded the highest praise to the 
Roman centurion who asked the favour of a cure for his servant. 
No-where in Israel have I found faith like this , he told the Jews. He 
told the Canaanite woman, Great is your faith! He would have been 
told by his mother of the veneration accorded him by the Zoroastrian 
wise men from the East in his early infancy. My point here is that 
our Lord, the greatest of teachers, would have accorded respect 
where it was due for teachers of merit, beyond the pale of the faith. 
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The Christian fully accepts the word of Jesus Christ as being 
the divine word because he is both man and God. Heaven and earth 
will pass away — as it were — but his word will never pass away. 
Nevertheless, the Christian is always open to and interested in any 
other word containing truth. Indeed, the Christian knows that the 
Spirit of Christ moves among the peoples, working to guide them to 
the truth, and preparing them for the reception of the word of the 
supreme Teacher, Jesus Christ. Let us be open and genial to all truth 
wherever it may be, knowing withal that we have the Blessing of 
union with the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

-- 
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Saturday of the thirty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84):9 The Lord speaks of peace to 

his people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, 
striving more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful 
completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing 
remedies your kindness bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 22:1-7; Psalm 94; Luke 21:34-36 

Jesus said to his disciples, Be careful, or your hearts will be 
weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, 
and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will 
come upon cdl those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
cdways on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape cdl 
that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 
Son of Man. (Luke 21:34-36) 

Vigilance There is an expression, “the Law of the Jungle.” 
It more or less means that animals prey on other animals, and there is 
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no mercy shown. The serpent strikes when it can, and the rodent is 
taken. Then the reptile too is attacked and killed by an eagle or some 
other bird of prey. The same pattern is present in marine life. In his 
turn, man preys on animals whether they be of the land or the sea. 
Those that are prey must be constantly on the look-out because they 
sense they are vulnerable and can be taken by anything that 
approaches. Thus it is that birds will immediately fly away at the 
approach of man or animal. There is a pattern of constant hazard for 
all of life. In the world of man, while human ingenuity is able to 
build up networks and systems of protection, still, great hazards 
remain. Without warning an electrical fire breaks out in a home and 
the elderly resident is killed. Numerous shoppers are going about 
their business in a large mall, and suddenly there is a vast explosion. 
A suicide bomber has struck, and numerous people lie dead, and 
many more are maimed and seriously injured. A war is in progress 
in Afghanistan, and suddenly there is a roadside explosion. The 
armoured vehicle is smashed to pieces, and despite constant 
vigilance, four young soldiers in the prime of life have died. 
Vigilance is required everywhere. A person gets into his car to drive 
to work. He says his customary prayer for safe driving, but fifteen 
minutes later a drunken driver smashes into his vehicle and leaves 
him seriously injured. So it is that we gradually learn — though 
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some do not seem to learn it — that we who exist, need not exist. 
We can very easily lose the life which has been granted to us. If we 
are imprudent and lacking vigilance, we can have life snatched from 
our possession. But there is this to remember. While the loss of life, 
health or possessions is itself an evil to be guarded against, what 
follows after that loss is far more awesome. I refer to the judgment 
of God. 

In our Gospel today our Lord instructs his disciples to be 
“always on the watch. ” There is nothing new about this advice in 
view of the constant vulnerability of all things to serious hazard. 
What is distinctive is its reference to a hazard of far greater 
proportions than anything that meets the eye. It is a hazard for the 
one who, as it were, goes to sleep on the job of being a true disciple 
of Christ and an obedient child of God. “ Jesus said to his disciples, 
Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 
unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those who live on 
the face of the whole earth. Be cdways on the watch, and pray that 
you may be able to escape cdl that is about to happen, and that you 
may be able to stand before the Son of Man''’ (Luke 21: 34-36). We 
can be like the young animal that wanders from its den, lacking all 
vigilance as to the dangers that are imminent. We can be like the 
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young soldier who fails to take constant precautions. Suddenly he is 
snatched from his company and becomes a hostage, finally being 
killed by his crazed captors despite a ransom being paid. The danger 
our Lord is referring is that of falling into sin, of being ensnared by 
attachments to enjoyment and ease or concern for material 
prosperity, and losing interest in God and his holy will. Then 
suddenly, blissfully unconcerned about the essential vulnerability of 
human life, the unrepentant sinner is called from this life. Indeed, he 
might suddenly die precisely because of his dissipated and sinful life. 
He has lost his life, but more awesomely, he now stands before the 
Son of Man who is his Judge. There is no recourse from the 
judgment, no second chance, no one to appeal to, no one who can 
help. All is laid bare and the divine scrutiny is absolute and 
immediate. It will be plain what the sentence must be. Eternity will 
yawn before the soul, and how paltry will seem the brief and sinful 
enjoyments of the moment during life! So, our Lord warns, be 
always on the watch! 

It is an excellent rule of thumb to begin each day remembering 
that there is no absolute reason why that day may not be the last. 
There are too many cases constantly occurring of persons whose day 
was their last, and it was their last unexpectedly. There was no 
warning, and they had to pass immediately to the judgment of God. 
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In Shakespeare’s play, Hamlet’s father has been murdered without 
warning and his ghost comes back to his son to bemoan his present 
lot. He had lost his life, all unprepared. So then, let us be constantly 
loving and serving Christ, and vigilant against all that might lead us 
away from him. 
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Feast Days & 
Solemnities 



The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (December 8) 

Pope Blessed Pius IX instituted this solemnity when he 
proclaimed as dogma the truth of Mary’s Immaculate Conception on 
December 8, 1854, formally affirming the traditional belief of the 
Church that she was conceived free from the stain of original sin. 
This feast has been celebrated in the East and also in many places in 
the West since the eighth century. Mary’s freedom from all sin is the 
most beautiful fruit of the work of redemption accomplished by her 
Son. Chosen as Mother of the Saviour, Mary received the benefits of 
salvation from the moment of her conception. Christ came to take 
away the sin of the world; he did not allow that sin to contaminate 
Mary. In her sanctity, then, our Blessed Mother is a model for all 
Christians. We should seek her intercession in our own struggles 
with sin. Mary is the patroness of the United States under the title of 
the Immaculate Conception. 

Entrance Antiphon Is 61:10 I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my 
God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of 
salvation, and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bride adorned 
with her jewels. 
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Collect O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son, grant, we pray, that, 
as you preserved her from every stain by virtue of the Death of your 
Son, which you foresaw, so, through her intercession, we, too, may 
be cleansed and admitted to your presence. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God into a 
city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel entered and said to her: “Hail, full of grace, the 
Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women. ’’ When she heard 
this she was troubled at his words, and considered within herself 
what manner of salutation this was. And the angel said to her: 
“Fear not, Maty, for you have found grace with God. Behold you 
will conceive in thy womb and will bring forth a son; and you will 
call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of David 
his father. He will reign in the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
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kingdom there will be no end. ” Mary said to the angel, “How will 
this be, since I do not know man? ” And the angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the most High will 
overshadow you. And so the Holy One who will be born of you will 
be called the Son of God. Behold your cousin Elizabeth has also 
conceived a son in her old age and she who has been called barren 
in now in her sixth month, because nothing is impossible with God. ” 
Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me 
according to your word. ” And the angel departed from her. (Luke 
1:26-38) 

Holy Mary It is scarcely to be imagined that the event 
narrated in our Gospel today came from any source other than Mary. 
The details are so vivid and the conversation so alive that one is 
drawn to presume that Luke, the author of the Gospel, interviewed 
Mary herself — although it is possible, of course, that Luke’s source 
could have been derived from Mary. It was from her that the infancy 
narratives of the first two chapters of his Gospel mainly derived, and 
in particular the momentous yet hidden event of the coming of the 
Angel and his announcement to her. There were no other witnesses. 
Presumably in due course Mary told her holy husband Joseph. The 
day came, with the early Church spreading and the convert Luke now 
before her, when she divulged the unforgettable event to be told to 


- 2088 - 



the world. The Angel had entered and stood before her. He was 
warm and courteous, addressing her in the words she narrates. He 
told her of the great Child — he will be great! — and that in God’s 
plan she was to be his mother. This great Child was the one long 
promised, the Messiah himself. He was far more than anyone had 
expected. He was, of course, the son of David and to him the throne 
of David would be given. As against all other kingdoms, his reign 
would be eternal, his kingdom would never end. There was and 
could be no other kingdom to be compared with his. But there was 
more and it had to do with his very person. Yes, he was a man, the 
true son of David his ancestor-father. But he was not merely a man. 
He, the Holy One to be bom of her was the Son of God, conceived by 
her directly by the power of the Holy Spirit and the overshadowing 
of the most High God. Mary told Luke that the Angel had in effect 
given to her a clear intimation not only of the Incarnation but of the 
most Holy Trinity. On one occasion during our Lord’s public 
ministry, our Lord said to his critics that inasmuch as his Father 
constantly worked, so he worked too. They picked up stones with 
which to stone him because, not content with merely breaking the 
Sabbath, he referred to God as his own Father and so made himself 
equal to God. The Angel was in similar fashion saying that the Child 
was God’s Son. 
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Not only was Luke saying that the proclamation by the Church 
of the Incarnation and the Trinity was first announced by the Angel 
Gabriel himself to Mary the mother of Jesus, but he was also in 
effect laying before the Christian reader the associated doctrine on 
Mary. The Angel referred to Elizabeth her kinswoman and she, 
Elizabeth, would proclaim to Mary that she was blessed beyond all 
women. Elizabeth knew that Mary was not yet married - she was the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The first and foremost blessing she enjoyed 
was that announced first by the Angel: she was full of grace. No sin 
had touched her. No sin would touch her. She was addressed by him 
in the first instance not as the future mother of the Son of the most 
High, but as filled with grace. On one occasion during our Lord’s 
public ministry a woman in the crowd, filled with admiration at his 
person, called out that his mother was so blessed. Rather, our Lord 
replied, blessed are those who hear the word of God and put it into 
practice. That was anyone’s truest glory. Mary was full of grace 
because in every respect she heard the word of God and put it into 
practice. So too in our passage today. Once she understood that it 
was by the power and intervention of God himself that she, a virgin, 
could become the mother of the Child, she humbly gave her total 
assent. “ Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me 
according to your word .” Her response here was characteristic of 
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her response at every instant of her life. Indeed, as the Church would 
come to see, the grace that filled her at this announcement had filled 
her from the first instant of her own conception. She had been 
conceived full of grace. In her life of grace and obedience she was a 
perfect human reflection of her divine Son. Having gained what he 
came for, the angel departed (Luke 1:26-38). A that point we gained 
a mother and model in all that it means to be a Christian. She, the 
mother of Christ was the first and foremost Christian, the one who 
would be intimately associated with him in his work of redeeming 
the world. As the early Church spread, the characteristic icon of the 
Christian began to appear. It was of the Mother holding her Child. 

In the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary the Church formally teaches as a dogma of the Catholic 
Faith, a dogma to be counted as revealed by God, that from the first 
moment of her existence Mary was full of grace. The Lord was with 
her from the instant of her conception. Sin never touched her in any 
shape or form, neither original sin nor personal sin. She is the 
wonder of our fallen race and this inestimable privilege of personal 
sinlessness was the gift of God to her in virtue of her Son’s future 
sacrifice. This is the mother and the model we have been given. She 
is the help of Christians in our all-important work of following Jesus. 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12) 

The feast in honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe goes back to the 

sixteenth century. Chronicles of that period tell us the story. A poor 
Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized and given the name Juan 
Diego. He was a 57-year-old widower and lived in a small village 
near Mexico City. On Saturday morning, December 9, 1531, he was 
on his way to a nearby barrio to attend Mass in honour of Our Lady. 
He was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when he heard beautiful 
music like the warbling of birds. A radiant cloud appeared and 
within it a young Native American maiden dressed like an Aztec 
princess. The lady spoke to him in his own language and sent him to 
the bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan named Juan de Zumarraga. The 
bishop was to build a chapel in the place where the lady appeared. 
Eventually the bishop told Juan Diego to have the lady give him a 
sign. About this same time Juan Diego’s uncle became seriously ill. 
This led poor Diego to try to avoid the lady. The lady found Diego, 
nevertheless, assured him that his uncle would recover and provided 
roses for Juan to carry to the bishop in his cape or tilma. When Juan 
Diego opened his tilma in the bishop’s presence, the roses fell to the 
ground and the bishop sank to his knees. On Juan Diego’s tilma 
appeared an image of Mary as she had appeared at the hill of 
Tepeyac. It was December 12, 
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Mary to Juan Diego: “My dearest son, I am the eternal Virgin 
Mary, Mother of the true God, Author of Life, Creator of all and 
Lord of the Heavens and of the Earth ... and it is my desire that a 
church be built here in this place for me, where, as your most 
merciful Mother and that of all your people, I may show my loving 
clemency and the compassion that I bear to the Indians, and to those 
who love and seek me...” (from an ancient chronicle). 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 12:1 A great sign appeared in the sky, a 
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Collect O God, Father of mercies, who placed your people under 
the singular protection of your Son's most holy Mother, grant that all 
who invoke the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, may seek with ever 
more lively faith the progress of peoples in the ways of justice and of 
peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10; 
Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Luke 1:26-38 
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In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, Greetings, you who are highly favoured! 
The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to 
her, Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You 
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will 
never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel, since I am a 
virgin? The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with 
God. I am the Lord’s servant, Mary answered. May it be to me as 
you have said. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Mary of Guadalupe This Gospel passage is for the feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe which is celebrated in the Americas. 
Because of the exceptional character of the historical events 
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connected with our Lady’s appearances at Guadalupe, it is a good 
occasion to reflect once again on Mary the mother of God. The 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico contains Juan Diego’s 
garment (made of a reed substance) on which there is imprinted the 
extraordinary and miraculous image of Mary. So it has been since 
1531, the best part of five centuries. That miraculous image on a 
garment that itself ought to have disintegrated within several years is 
a sign from God confirming the special place of Mary in the life of 
the Christian. Why did not Christ himself appear to Juan Diego 
rather than his mother? We do not know, of course, but it does show 
that in the plan of God, Mary is the motherly help of Christians in all 
their dealings with God and with her divine Son Jesus Christ. In the 
apparition and in the words which Mary is reported in a chronicle to 
have said to Juan Diego, she presents herself in terms of the 
fundamental dogma of the Church about Christ’s mother. She is the 
mother of God, God the Son made man. She says to Juan Diego, 
“My dearest son, I am the eternal Virgin Mary, Mother of the true 
God, Author of Life, Creator of all and Lord of the Heavens and of 
the Earth". She is the mother of the true God because she is the 
mother of Jesus, who is God the Son made man. How breathtaking 
is her dignity, then! She addresses Juan Diego as her “ dearest son". 
So she is not only the mother of God but our mother too. This was 
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Christ’s gift to us at Calvary, when during his dying moments he 
turned to his mother and his beloved disciple and gave them one to 
the other as mother and son. In this final donation he was entrusting 
Mary to the Church and the Church to Mary. She is the mother and 
the model of all Christ’s Faithful, and in her words to Juan Diego this 
is what she is saying. As mother she invites him and all of us to love 
and seek her. 

How could we possibly go astray in seeking and in loving 
Mary the mother of Jesus! She was and is incomparably the holiest 
of all God’s creatures and is unimaginably close to the heart of her 
divine Son. How close must their relationship be, and we who are so 
marred and disfigured by sin have in her an absolutely perfect mother 
and model. As we heard in the Gospel (Luke 1:26-38), the angel 
addressed her as the highly favoured one, the one who is full of 
God’s grace. The Lord is with her without the slightest qualification. 
The Lord is with her in all her thoughts, words and deeds. It is she 
who brought Jesus into the world and it is she who continues by her 
heavenly intercession to bring Jesus to the world. She is the first and 
foremost Christian and from her heavenly abode she spearheads the 
Church’s constant effort to bring Christ to the world. The Father 
almighty entrusted his divine Son to her and Christ entrusted his 
beloved disciple — and with him all of us — to her. We ought then 
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entrust ourselves to her. This spiritual entrusting of oneself to Mary 
the mother of God is a form of consecration in which one promises to 
do her bidding. And what does she bid us do? The Gospel of St John 
provides us with precious words of Mary in his account of the 
wedding feast of Cana in Galilee. The wine had run out and Mary 
was there. She approached her Son and simply told him that they 
had no more wine. That was enough, even though it seems from our 
Lord’s response that he had not intended to act precisely at that point. 
Mary told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you’'’ (John 2:5). She 
was confident not only in his power, of course, but that he would 
respond to her word. She knew he would answer her prayer. So too 
she knows he will answer her prayer on our behalf. She only asks us 
to do whatever he tells us, and all will be well. So, entrusting 
ourselves to the care of Mary the mother of God the Son, means 
promising to do whatever he, Jesus, tells us. She will help us in that 
great task. 

There is a line of thought that has it that devotion to Mary is a 
distraction taking away from devotion to Christ. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. She is the Help of Christians aiding us by her 
prayers and her example, as do the other saints in heaven but she pre¬ 
eminently so. It undoubtedly gives great pleasure to her divine Son 
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that we accept his gift of her to us and make of her our mother and 
our model in all that is entailed in the following of him. 

-- 
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Feast of St Stephen, the first martyr (December 26) 

St. Stephen was a deacon in the early Church and was the first 

Christian martyred for his faith. He was one of the seven deacons 
who helped the apostles (Acts 6:1-6) and was “filled with faith and 
with the Holy Spirit,” and was “full of fortitude” (Acts 6:5, 8). 
Stephen died praying for his executioners. The similarities between 
Stephen’s martyrdom and the crucifixion of Our Lord emphasize his 
imitation of Christ even unto the complete gift of self His name is 
included in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon The gates of heaven were opened for blessed 
Stephen, who was found to be first among the number of the Martyrs 
and therefore is crowned triumphant in heaven. 

Collect Grant, Lord, we pray, that we may imitate what we worship, 
and so learn to love even our enemies, for we celebrate the heavenly 
birthday of a man who knew how to pray even for his persecutors. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; 

Matthew 10:17-22 
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Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the 
local councils and flog you in their synagogues. On my account you 
will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and 
to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what 
to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for 
it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his 
child; children will rebel agcdnst their parents and have them put to 
death. All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm 
to the end will be saved. (Matthew 10:17-22) 

Opposition In our passage today our Lord is addressing the 
Twelve. He has given them “authority over unclean spirits ” and “to 
cure cdl kinds of diseases and sickness Then he instructs them in 
their mission in both the immediate and the long term. He is 
speaking to those who are and who will be at the very forefront of 
sharing in his mission. Just as he met with great obstacles, obstacles 
that involved his very death, so too they must expect similar 
obstacles. To a greater or lesser extent every one of his disciples 
from generation to generation will share in his lot. The suffering and 
the opposition will vary enormously both in kind and degree, but it 
will be there. For this reason our Lord begins, ‘71c on your guard 
agcdnst men.” The entire activity of the Apostles (and those who 
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follow them) will be one of service, but they must have a lively 
caution. Jesus Christ, the pearl of our race, one who was sinless, one 
with whom no other could really be compared, was rejected and 
condemned. How could the servant expect anything other than what 
was meted out to the master, at least in some sense? Fallen humanity 
is the same, and if men opposed Christ himself, how could his 
disciples who tread his path and share in his work expect a different 
lot? So, our Lord says, beware of men. They will in one way or 
another mistreat you and cause you suffering. They could even 
“hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 
synagogues .” The parallels to this will vary, of course. The 
incomprehension can at times come even from one’s family. It can 
come from one’s workplace, one’s friends and acquaintances, from 
one’s superiors such as work employers and, of course, one’s 
political party if one is in politics. The Christian who resolves to be 
a generous follower of Christ, bearing witness to his person and 
teaching, must expect opposition. 

But there is a great hope in the midst of this, be the opposition 
overt or subtle and hidden. It is that the Spirit of God accompanies 
the Christian on his way. And so our Lord assures them and us: “But 
when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say 
it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you 
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speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you ” 
(Matthew 10:17-22). We have the word of Christ himself for it, that 
the Holy Spirit will continue abiding in the heart of the Christian, 
assisting him in the work of witnessing in the midst of opposition. A 
mother is deeply concerned for the religious life of her rebellious 
teenage son or daughter. She simply does not know what to do and 
sees the lack of interest in her husband and other children. She 
seems to have no-one to assist her in bearing effective witness to 
Christ and his Church within the family and with her wayward 
teenage child. But she does have help. It comes from the Holy Spirit 
who abides within her. Our Lord assures her that the Holy Spirit will 
help. Numerous examples could be given of burdensome situations 
where the work of witnessing to Jesus and his teaching evokes 
opposition of one kind or another. A person in the workplace is in 
the midst of daily ridicule of religion. His discrete and respectful 
resistance of this makes of him a marked man. He is alone with no- 
one to help. But no. The Holy Spirit abides within him in this very 
situation. He will enlighten him as to how to bear witness to Jesus 
and what to say. What all this means is that every member of 
Christ’s faithful ought cultivate a strong devotion to the Holy Spirit, 
a devotion which will lead him to evoke the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit. It is true that God acts without our asking, nevertheless he 
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wants us to pray to him for all our needs. He answers our prayers. 
Let us then acquire the habit of asking the Holy Spirit to help us bear 
effective witness to Jesus in daily life. 

There are many excellent prayers to the Holy Spirit. We ought 
pray that he will come. “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful and enkindle in them the fire of your divine love. Send forth 
your Spirit, O Lord, and we shall be made new." Let us hold on to 
our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel, warning us that in one form or 
another opposition awaits the genuine Christian. At the same time, 
he assures us, the Holy Spirit will come to our aid in the work of 
witnessing to him. 
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Feast of St John, Apostle and Evangelist (December 27) 

Born in Bethsaida, a fisherman, he was called to follow Jesus 

while mending his nets. Known as the “beloved disciple,” John 
wrote the fourth Gospel, three Epistles, and the Book of Revelation. 
His passages on the pre-existence of the Word, who by his 
Incarnation became the light of the world and life of our souls, are 
among the finest of the New Testament. He is the evangelist of 
Christ’s divinity and fraternal love. With James, his brother, and 
Simon Peter, he was present at the Lord’s Transfiguration. At the 
Last Supper, he leans on the Master’s breast. At the foot of the cross, 
Jesus entrusts his mother to his care. John’s pure life kept him very 
close to Jesus and Mary. John was exiled to the island of Patmos 
under Emperor Domitian. 

Entrance Antiphon This is John, who reclined on the Lord's breast 
at supper, the blessed Apostle, to whom celestial secrets were 
revealed and who spread the words of life through all the world. 

Or : Cf. Sir 15:5 In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth, 
and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding 
and clothed him in a robe of glory. 

Collect O God, who through the blessed Apostle John have 
unlocked for us the secrets of your Word, grant, we pray, that we 
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may grasp with proper understanding what he has so marvellously 
brought to our ears. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; 

John 20:1a and 2-8 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved, and said, They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they have put him! So Peter and the other- 
disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other- 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. 
He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the buried cloth that 
had been around Jesus ’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, 
separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (John 20:1a 
and 2-8) 

Christ’s love Today we think of Saint John the Apostle and 
Evangelist, one of the Twelve, author of the fourth Gospel and the 
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Letters that bear his name, and probably the author of the book of 
Revelation. Of course. Scriptural scholarship is always advancing 
and so the theories as to authorship are always in a state of slight 
flux. But let us contemplate the figure of John as an example to us of 
Christian discipleship. Our Gospel passage today presents us with 
John running ahead of Simon Peter to the tomb. Mary Magdalene 
had reported to them that the body of Jesus had gone. Neither she 
nor they remembered that the Lord had told them he would rise from 
the dead. So they ran, their running manifesting their love for him. 
John outran Peter, but waited for Peter to arrive and only entered the 
tomb after Peter. Peter entered and saw the empty tomb with 
the burial cloths “ lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had 
been around Jesus ’ head." It was folded by itself, separate from the 
linen. Something about the arrangement of the cloths seems to have 
been most significant, for it was this which Peter especially noticed. 
John entered and he too saw. It was then that he believed. Love was 
driving faith, and faith driving love. John loved our Lord and this 
love enabled him to grasp the significance of what he saw. This love 
John had for Jesus was founded on Jesus’ love for him. John is 
described in his gospel as “the disciple Jesus loved." This love for 
him was the foundation of his life. He had come to discover the love 
of Christ. As St Paul would write later, Christ loved me and gave 
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himself up for me. Our passage today (John 20:1a and 2-8) comes 
near the end of St John’s gospel. In the beginning of his gospel we 
read of his entry into his relationship with Jesus. It seems that John 
had been a disciple of John the Baptist, and when John pointed out 
Jesus to them, he and Andrew left to follow Jesus. Jesus turned and 
asked them what they were seeking. They said, Master, where do 
you live? Come and see , our Lord replied. He was inviting them to 
be his friends and to associate with him in his life and mission. 

Just as their running to the tomb was a manifestation of love 
for Jesus, so John is an example to us of the disciple who ardently 
loves Jesus and who is filled with an awareness of Jesus’ love for 
him. This is what is absolutely distinctive of Christianity as a 
religion. The Christian religion is essentially love for the person of 
Jesus, whom the Christian believes to be not merely man but God. 
He knows Jesus has risen from the dead and lives now in glory and 
in the life of the Church here on earth. John the beloved disciple 
never faltered in his adherence to Jesus. We see his following of 
Jesus from the moment John the Baptist pointed him out as the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world. We see during his 
public ministry his zeal and love for his Master when the Samaritans 
would not accept him — he wanted to call down fire from heaven! 
We see his love at the Last Supper, with his head reclining on Jesus’ 
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breast. He followed Jesus during the Passion and stood at the foot of 
the cross in the company of Mary his mother. He heard the words of 
our Lord entrusting his mother to him and him to his mother. In 
today’s gospel passage he runs to the tomb, enters it and sees, then 
believes that Jesus has risen. In one of his Letters, Paul describes 
him as one of the three pillars of the infant Church, together with 
Peter and James. He went on to live a very long life, perhaps the 
only one among the Twelve (including Matthias who replaced Judas) 
not to shed his blood as a martyr. He wrote his gospel and, as 
mentioned above, probably the other parts of the New Testament that 
bear his name. Through these inspired writings his influence on the 
Church and the world will be great until the end of time. It all sprang 
from his discovery of Christ’s love for him. He is the “beloved 
disciple ”, beloved of Christ. It reminds us of what must be the 
foundation of our lives and of the life of the world. Christ is to be 
our life, Christ and his love for us. On this basis and on this basis 
alone shall we bear much fruit, fruit that will last. 

John’s arrival at the empty tomb was a new beginning. Jesus 
was entering into his glory and would soon be back with them in his 
glory. He wishes to take us to where he has gone and to where he 
has prepared a place for us. A place awaits us there and we must do 
all we can to get there, bringing others with us. As he said at the 
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Last Supper, we know the way to where he has gone. He is that way, 
he and his love for us. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Let us 
live in his love then, as did John the Evangelist, and never allow 
ourselves to be separated from him. 

-- 


- 2110 - 





The Holy Innocents (December 28) 

Holy Innocents The Church celebrates the memory of the 

twenty or so infants whom Herod put to death in his attempt to kill 
Jesus. These innocent victims thus bear witness to Christ to a world 
unwilling to receive him. 

Entrance Antiphon The innocents were slaughtered as infants for 
Christ; spotless, they follow the Lamb and sing for ever: Glory to 
you, O Lord. 

Collect O God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed and proclaimed 
on this day, not by speaking but by dying, grant, we pray, that the 
faith in you which we confess with our lips may also speak through 
our manner of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John l:5-2:2; Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; 

Matthew 2: 13-18 

When the Wise Men had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream. Get up, he said, take the child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search 
for the child to kill him. So he got up, took the child and his mother during 
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the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And 
so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: Out of Egypt I 
called my son. When Herod realised that he had been outwitted by the 
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem 
and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be 
comforted, because they are no more. (Matthew 2: 13-18) 

Suffering for Christ On September 19, 2010, Pope Benedict 
XVI beatified Cardinal John Henry Newman at Birmingham, England. 
Newman was a man who wrote a great deal, and a large component of his 
literary output is his posthumously published correspondence. His Letters 
and Diaries run to more than thirty volumes, making him one of the most 
significant authors of published letters in the English language. This is 
apart from his many volumes that include treatises, sermons, novels, 
poetry, essays, history and autobiography. Of course, very many of his 
letters are not extant, but the collection as it stands gives an unparalleled 
presentation of Newman’s life and mind. His letters range over all kinds of 
issues, business, theology, philosophy, spiritual life, recreation and 
complaint — they manifest the broad spectrum of life’s concerns. Were we 
not to have had (in his beatification) the formal decision of the Church on 
his sanctity — that he was a man of heroic virtue, high love for Christ, and 
worthy of the honours of the altar — a reader of his letters and diaries 
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might miss the fact of his uncommon holiness of life. This is because 
those letters and diaries are replete with the details of the ordinary life. 
Newman was a very human saint, a man who endured all kinds of 
misunderstandings and frustrations, a man who, for all his genius, had his 
limitations. He certainly did not regard himself as a saint. His voluminous 
letters depict a life of joys and sorrows with which the ordinary reader can 
identify, and it was within this ordinary life that Newman, a man of 
religious genius, pursued his path towards God. Though Newman was no 
ordinary person, his path was filled with all the ordinary problems — many 
of which were massive in their weight. Newman’s beatification did not 
take him out of the realm of the ordinary, rather it brought sanctity into the 
realm of the ordinary. Man attains goodness in and through his ordinary 
round. He need not go beyond it to find the wherewithal for the attainment 
of holiness. Today is the Feast of the Holy Innocents, and 1 have a point in 
beginning with the consideration of Newman’s life. 

Our Gospel scene today (Matthew 2:13-18) is of a few people who 
were sunk in the obscurity of a very ordinary life — in terms of the stage of 
their own country. There was a humble artisan, Joseph, and his wife, Mary. 
She was with child. They had come to Bethlehem for the census — a tiny, 
unnoticed family lost amid many others. They were seemingly so ordinary. 
They had remained in Bethlehem, it seems, for some little time after they 
had registered for the census, enough for the visitors from the East to track 
them down there — perhaps Joseph had planned to stay there. There were 
other ordinary families in the village and the vicinity, including many 
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infants under two years of age. Suddenly evil arose and struck, and 
doubtlessly Satan was busy working on the fears of Herod the Great. 
Herod’s henchmen were dispatched once it was realized that the Wise Men 
had slipped away. Quietly they arrived, quietly they left, and a great 
wailing in home after home began. But the Church has canonized the 
infants who lost their brief lives — they had died because of hatred for 
Christ. Though their lives were so ordinary, so hidden, so lost in obscurity, 
they had served the supreme purpose of suffering for Christ. As a result, 
they will be celebrated till the end of the world. It illustrates the difference 
that Christ makes to the ordinary life, whether that ordinary life is the life 
of a genius like Newman, or of mere plodders like the humble dwellers at 
Bethlehem. Whoever we are, whatever be our life’s course with all its joys 
and sorrows, satisfactions and disappointments, Christ is the One who gives 
to our ordinary path its grandeur. The Holy Innocents are celebrated 
because they suffered for Christ. Had they not thus suffered, who would 
have ever heard of them? We do not know their names, but they will never 
be forgotten because they suffered for Christ. They suffered for him 
without knowing their connection with Christ, and now they are with him 
in heaven. If we take our stand with Christ, much that we undergo may, 
without our knowing the connection, result directly from this stand. The 
essential thing is that we make our choice for him, and strive to align our 
whole life with his. 

After Christ, the two holiest persons were what we might call 
“ordinary people.” That is to say, their lives were very ordinary, as it 
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appeared to others. I refer to Mary the mother of Jesus Christ, and to 
Joseph his foster-father, both of whom feature in our Gospel today. The 
slain Innocents were also ordinary infants. All the difference is made when 
Christ enters our ordinary life, and when we give our ordinary lives to him. 
Let us resolve to do that, then, so that everything we do be it life or death 
bears witness to him. 
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Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (Jan 1) 

Entrance Antiphon Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, 

who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

Or: 

Cf. Is 9:1, 5; Lk 1:33 Today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord 
is born for us; and he will be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, 
Father of future ages: and his reign will be without end. 

Collect O God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary 
bestowed on the human race the grace of eternal salvation, grant, we 
pray, that we may experience the intercession of her, through whom 
we were found worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Numbers 6: 22-27; Psalm 66; 

Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 16-21 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread 
the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 
cdl who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds scud to them. 
But Mary treasured up cdl these things and pondered them in her 
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heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was 
named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been 
conceived. (Luke 2:16-21) 

Mother Mary January 1 is celebrated in the civil year as the 
start of a new year, but it is celebrated by the Church as part of the 
Octave of Christmas, and, more specifically, as the Solemnity of 
Mary under the title of the Mother of God. This is Mary’s greatest 
and most fundamental title and has been celebrated as such since the 
Church’s early centuries. The Church decreed (at the Council of 
Ephesus 431 AD) that Mary is to be considered as such in order to 
stress that Jesus is both truly man and truly God. He is man, yes, as 
fully and totally man as if he were never God. At the same time, he 
is God, as fully and totally God as if he were never man. Therefore 
when he was conceived of the Virgin Mary she became the mother of 
God, God the Son made man. At times people have thought that 
what is being claimed is that in some sense Mary is herself divine 
because she is the mother of One who is divine. After all, when our 
Lord spoke of God as his own Father, the Jews picked up stones to 
stone him because, in speaking of God as his own Father he was 
making himself equal to God. He was claiming to be divine. So, it 
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is thought, to say that Mary is the Mother of God is to say that she is 
divine. But no — not at all. To deny that Mary is the mother of God 
the Son made man, and therefore is the mother of God would be to 
deny the Incarnation. By the power of the Holy Spirit God truly 
became man. God the Son was truly conceived in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary. The Holy Spirit did not, as it were, merely place the 
incarnate foetus in the womb of Mary who was fundamentally not, 
then, her child. By the power of the Holy Spirit God formed and 
implanted in her the seed and she received it as mother , and thus was 
the Incarnation effected. Her DNA entered into the entire human 
constitution of God the Son made man and we may suppose that as a 
result, the holy Child was profoundly similar in very many human 
characteristics to his blessed mother. After all, there was no human 
father and he, God made man, was absolutely her son. 

Thus is the Virgin Mary, full of grace and blessed among 
women, truly the Mother of God, not begetting him in his divinity, of 
course, but begetting him (who is God) in his humanity. He was 
from all eternity the only-begotten Son of the Father, God from God 
and Light from Light, true God from true God. In and through him 
all things were made and thus he was the divine Creator of his 
blessed mother, sustaining her constantly in being. All through her 
life he poured into her holy soul a constant stream of divine grace. 
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At the same time, she was his mother. She was not the mother 
merely of his human Self, as it were, while not being the mother of 
his divine Self. There was only one Self or Person in Jesus, and that 
Self or Person was divine. His divine Person assumed a human 
nature, and so he truly acquired a human mother. This human 
mother, this Virgin who was totally and only human, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit became the mother of the Man who was, is, and ever 
will be God. As the Church has ever taught by an exercise of her 
highest authority, the Virgin Mary is thus the Mother of God — God 
made man. Her dignity is thus beyond compare. No other creature 
can compare with her in dignity. She is the Queen Mother. She is 
mother of the King of kings and Lord of lords, of him who is man, 
but before and above all, of him who is God. The Church on January 
1 wishes to place this great dogma before the faithful at the very start 
of every year, above all to exalt the great truth of the Incarnation and 
also to exalt Mary as the help of Christians. She is the first and 
greatest Christian and she helps us by her powerful intercession and 
her example. In our Gospel scene today (Luke 2:16-21) we are 
placed in the ordinariness and lowliness of the scene at Bethlehem. 
In that humble and obscure setting there was, in the sight of God, a 
most dazzling splendour. God the Son made man, the Child of the 
nations, lies in the arms of his most holy mother. By her side is her 


-2119 - 



holy husband Joseph, the foster-father of the Child. We are there 
too. Let us plant ourselves in the midst of that holy family and never 
depart from it. 

Let us place ourselves by the side of our heavenly mother who 
is the mother of God the Son made man. Mary is not, of course, the 
mother of the Father because the Father did not become man. Nor, 
of course, is she the mother of the Holy Spirit because he did not 
become man. The only-begotten Son did become man and therefore 
Mary is his mother. She is thus the Mother of God and, by the gift of 
Christ especially at Calvary, she is our heavenly mother and our 
model of the Christian life, helping us to love and follow him 
closely. Let us entrust ourselves to her motherly care. 

-- 


- 2120 - 





The Conversion of St Paul (January 25) 

Entrance Antiphon 2 Tm 1:12; 4:8 I know the one in whom I have 

believed and I am sure that he, the just judge, the mighty, will keep 
safe what is my due until that day. 

Collect O God, who taught the whole world through the preaching 
of the blessed Apostle Paul, draw us, we pray, nearer to you through 
the example of him whose conversion we celebrate today, and so 
make us witnesses to your truth in the world. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 22: 3-16 or 9: 1-22; Psalmll6; 

1 Corinthians 7: 29-31; Mark 16: 15-18 

Jesus said to the Eleven, Go into all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these 
signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes 
with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will 
get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up 
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples 
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went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. (Mark 
16:15-18) 

The apostolic spirit When we think of the chosen people 
of Israel, we naturally think of a people located in the promised land 
of Judea , or which amid its exiles and deportations aspired to doing 
so. But of course there was also a great diaspora of this chosen 
people. Many of the chosen people lived in various parts of the 
world. This had been a slow but notable development over the 
centuries and Jewish synagogues were to be found all over the 
known world. At the great feasts very many would return to 
Jerusalem, and we read how not long before our Lord’s Passion 
“there were certain Greeks among those who had come to worship at 
the feast” (John 12:20). They asked Philip if they could speak with 
Jesus. Again, we read that after the descent of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost there were “ dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out 
of every nation under heaven ” (Acts 2:5). St Luke explains a few 
verses later that there were “ Parthians, and Medes, Elamites, and 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt, and in the parts of Lybya about Cyrene, and 
strangers from Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians ” 
(Acts 2:9-11). Despite all this, there is this to be said about this 
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diaspora. While there had been the effort to bring others into the 
Faith, one does not get the impression that a great missionary 
outreach distinguished the chosen people of Israel. One would have 
difficulty thinking of any great individual among them leading an 
enterprise to bring the religion revealed by God to the world. Rather, 
its spread was slow, and due largely to the force of circumstances. 
Proselytes were picked up as Jewish communities spread and grew. 
But at a certain point in their long history there suddenly exploded 
out of the midst of the chosen people a tremendous missionary 
impulse. It came from Jerusalem, and it had a very new purpose: to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus was the promised Messiah! 
This impulse did not issue from Judaism as a body, but from one 
individual, Jesus of Nazareth. He commanded his disciples to go to 
the whole world and make disciples of all the nations (Mark 16:15- 
18), and, amazingly, within three centuries the Roman Empire itself 
was officially Christian. 

Today we celebrate one individual who encapsulates the point I 
am making. He himself began as a highly committed Pharisee and 
full of zeal for the Faith of Israel. He was faced with the sudden and 
remarkable expansion within Judaism itself of the new sect, the 
“Way”, as it was called. It was the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Accordingly, he attacked it with resolute determination. It had to be 
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put down. But suddenly he was stopped in his tracks and was 
completely converted. Jesus himself appeared to him, risen from the 
dead and in glory. He told Paul, or Saul as he was then, that in 
attacking the Way he was attacking — and to no real account — him. 
In doing so, he was kicking against the goad. That is to say, the 
missionary drive was inexorable for Christ himself was behind it. 
Paul was converted, and became a leader in this same missionary 
drive to bring the person of Jesus to all the nations. Jesus is the Son 
of God made man, the Redeemer of the world, the only way to the 
Father. The one who believed in him and his teaching would be 
saved, and the one who wilfully refused to believe would be 
condemned. Paul became at the outset of the Christian religion a 
shining embodiment of the spirit of the Christian religion. So then, 
what does the conversion of St Paul tell us of the will of Christ? To 
begin with, it tells us that being a Christian means knowing and 
loving the person of Jesus as the full revelation of God. Jesus is the 
image and the revelation of the Father. He is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. He is the fulfilment of the inspired Scriptures. The religion 
revealed by God in him is a personal friendship with Jesus, marked 
by a total acceptance of his teaching. There is a second point. Jesus 
and his teaching is found in his body the Church. Why are you 
persecuting me — me! — our Lord asked Paul. Christ identified 
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with his Church. So bringing Christ to all means also bringing his 
Church to all, for he is to be found in his Church. Moreover and very 
importantly, being a disciple of Jesus and a member of his Church 
means sharing in his apostolic mission to the world. It means 
working to bring him and his teaching to the world (Mark 16:15-18). 
That is to say, essential to Christian discipleship is being apostolic. 

At his conversion St Paul became a lover of Jesus Christ 
because he became deeply convinced that Jesus Christ loved him. 
Christ loved me, he would write, and gave himself up for me! At his 
conversion he became missionary, apostolic. He gave his life to 
fulfilling our Lord’s command to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations. Being a Christian, and especially a 
Catholic Christian, means sharing in this same apostolic spirit. It 
means striving to bring others to Jesus and Jesus to others, and 
showing them where he is to be found. He is to be found in his body 
the Church, which Paul prior to his conversion had been persecuting. 
Let us take up the baton, then, and serve Christ by being apostolic in 
the world around us. 
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Feast of the Presentation (February 2) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O 

God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O 
God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore your majesty 
that, just as your Only Begotten Son was presented on this day in the 
Temple in the substance of our flesh, so, by your grace, we may be 
presented to you with minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10; 

Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

When the time of their purification according to the Law of 
Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord), and to offer a 
sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: a pair 
of doves or two young pigeons. Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had 
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been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 
him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: Sovereign Lord, as you have 
promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel. (Luke 2:22-32) 

The Presentation Our Gospel scene today, which we 
contemplate every time we pray the fourth Joyful mystery of the 
Rosary, is that of the child Jesus being brought to the Temple of 
Jerusalem to be consecrated to the Lord. It was written in the Law of 
Israel that every firstborn male was to be presented to the Lord in 
acknowledgment of the sovereign right of God to the love and 
service of man. But in the case of Christ’s presentation in the 
Temple, it was an act that involved us too. It was the beginning of 
his life of consecration to the Father as the great representative both 
of the chosen people and of mankind. But I suggest that here we 
contemplate the scene from a slightly different perspective. The 
Child is brought to the Temple and as we read, the Holy Spirit was at 
that point active in the heart of the righteous and devout Simeon. He 
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is moved to recognize that the fulfilment of his life’s hopes had 
arrived. His life had been marked by a burning hope to see with his 
own eyes the promised salvation from God and in some way he had 
been assured that he would. St Luke tells us that “ it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he 
had seen the promised Messiah .” Now the fulfilment of his grand 
hope had come. He was now, at this point, led by the Holy Spirit to 
go into the Temple courts when Mary and Joseph and the Child had 
arrived. Simeon approached them and, taking the Child into his 
arms, he praised God for having seen the fulfilment of his life’s 
hopes. He could now depart this life in peace. He had seen the one 
who was the glory of Israel and the light of the world. The Gospel 
scene of the Presentation of the Lord presents us with all the hopes of 
Israel as represented by Simeon and their realization in Christ’s 
coming. Simeon’s action and testimony bear witness to the truth that 
Jesus Christ is the hope of man. 

There are those who say that Jesus Christ is not the hope of 
man. If anything, he disappoints our hopes. Usually this position is 
founded on temporal aspirations. It is a position which asks from the 
Messiah a different and better world, a world better in the way they 
themselves require. They look around and, in their view, see a world 
no different than what it was, and even in some respects worse. 
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Jesus, then, is no Messiah. The universal peace has not come. It is 
basically the position of so many in our Lord’s time. Let us not here 
give space to a discussion of how in so many ways the world has 
changed for the better as a result of Christ’s coming. Rather let us 
look ahead to the final fulfilment of man’s hopes in Christ. Simeon 
rejoiced to see the Child, knowing that the Kingdom of God had 
arrived in him, and that gradually, as the future unfolded, this 
Kingdom would reach its fulfilment. How, he did not know. 
Precisely when, he did not know. But come it would. So too with us 
ever since the declaration of Simeon. Christ is the hope of man but 
the complete fulfilment of these hopes is yet to come. Eyes have not 
seen nor ears heard of what God has prepared for the End, in Christ. 
Just as the Child Jesus came into the Temple at his Presentation, so 
he will come at the End. He will come at the End to judge the living 
and the dead and then the universe itself, freed from its bondage to 
decay will share in the glory of Christ. It will be a new heaven and a 
new earth. Thus will the fullness of the Kingdom of God come 
about, that Kingdom which made its first public appearance, we 
might say, in Christ’s Presentation in the Temple and his encounter 
with the elderly Simeon. It will be the definitive realization of the 
saving plan of God which is to unite all things in Christ, things in 
heaven and things on earth. God will then be all in all. 


-2129 - 



Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene today (Luke 2:22- 
32) in which the child Jesus is presented to God and, in Simeon, to 
the world. Simeon speaks of Israel and the Gentiles. Let us regard 
him as representing the chosen people and all humanity in his 
welcome to Christ. He welcomes Christ as the hope of mankind. In 
Jesus is realized the promised fulfilment of man’s hopes. But this 
realization is not instantaneous. Simeon understands that the work 
and efficacy of Christ lies in the future. We too understand that the 
full realization of Christ’s redeeming work lies in the future when he 
comes again. Then there will be a new heavens and a new earth, and 
every tear will be wiped away. Let us then give ourselves over to the 
work of Christ here, now, and daily. We have much to hope for. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1042- 
1050 (The Hope of the New Heaven & the New Earth) 

-- 
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Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle (February 22) 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 22: 32 The Lord says to Simon Peter: I have 

prayed for you that your faith may not fail, and, once you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that no tempests may 
disturb us, for you have set us fast on the rock of the Apostle Peter’s 
confession of faith. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

(Lebruary 22) The Chair of St Peter This feast brings to mind the 
mission of teacher and pastor conferred by Christ on Peter, and 
continued in an unbroken line down to the present Pope. We 
celebrate the unity of the Church, founded upon the Apostle, and 
renew our assent to the magisterium of the Roman Pontiff, extended 
both to truths which are solemnly defined “ex cathedra” and to all the 
acts of the ordinary magisterium. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm23:l-6; Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, Some 
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or 
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one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who do you say 
I am? Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 
this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock 1 will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. (Matthew 16:13-19) 

The Church One of the great insights brought to modem 
Christian thought by John Henry Newman was his answer to the 
puzzle presented by the variance existing between early Christian 
doctrine and contemporary Christian doctrine. At first sight, there is 
a notable difference. For instance, there is not a formal declaration 
in the New Testament that Simon Peter is “infallible,” and that he 
would have “successors” in his office as “chief pastor” of Christ’s 
Church, each bearing a gift of “infallibility” in certain situations. But 
this is a doctrine of the Catholic Church. The response of many to 
this doctrinal phenomenon was that this was due to an accretion of 
corruptions which had to be pruned away back to the original 
revelation. Indeed, the same point has been made by objectors about 
the Creeds, especially the Creed of Nicea and Constantinople. 
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Where in the New Testament are the declarations of that Creed set 
forth explicitly and sanctioned? This Creed also, then, is the product 
of corruptions in the original revelation. What the Churches have to 
do is get back to what Christ originally taught and said, and keep 
faithfully to that. The Church which succeeds in doing this is a “true 
Church.” Many things could be said about this position, but Newman 
gave his great answer which has been, in principle, accepted among 
many Churches of the modem era: doctrine develops in response to 
reflection. The Church takes time to understand more fully the 
original revelation granted to the Twelve by Jesus Christ, and this 
progressive understanding, reflected in the Church’s growing 
teaching, is guided by the Holy Spirit. The Church, too, often acts on 
the basis of a doctrine (say, papal infallibility) without the doctrine 
being yet formally declared. The time then comes for it to be 
declared as being part of the original revelation. It is known to be 
true, without it having been formally declared as such — till, perhaps 
it is challenged. The declaration of the doctrine is the fruit of a 
natural, yet divinely-guided development. It is an assumption to hold 
the view that a doctrine must be formally stated in the text of 
Scripture for it to be known to be divinely revealed (“sola Scriptura”) 
— after all, Scripture itself does not formally state or require this. 
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As a matter of fact, very significant passages of Scripture can 
be overlooked or explained away. The plain sense of the extensive 
passages of John chapter 6 on the Holy Eucharist, in which our Lord 
states with extraordinary bluntness and clarity that his flesh has to be 
eaten and his blood has to be drunk, can be ignored and placed on the 
same symbolic footing as our Lord’s description of himself as a 
“shepherd” leading his “sheep.” In other words our Lord’s teaching 
that his flesh is real food and his blood real drink has been reduced 
by some to a mere, though important, metaphor. The case can be the 
same with our passage today (Matthew 16:13-19), plainly one of 
capital significance. It is one of the extremely few passages in the 
Gospels where the word “church” is used by our Lord, and it is one 
in which the term is accompanied by a wealth of direct associations. 
In speaking of the “church” here, our Lord makes it clear that it is 
“his” church — and not just an accidental product of historical 
circumstances coming together to change his “movement” into an 
institution. It is “his” church, something he is about to “build.” As 
Yahweh built the House of Israel, so Christ will build his Church. 
Christ had been preaching incessantly on the Kingdom of Heaven, 
God’s dominion or rule. Suddenly now, with his disciples before 
him, and with Simon Peter having professed before him the true 
faith, Christ announces that he is to create a new people, a new 
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House — his “Church.” No prophet had done this before him. So the 
“church” which Christ will build is essential to the Christian religion, 
and to entry into the Kingdom announced by him. Moreover, 
nothing will destroy this “Church” of his. The powers of Hell will 
not prevail over it. Further, the “keys of the kingdom of heaven” will 
be found in his church, and specifically in the hands of Simon Peter. 
Peter is its Rock, and he will be empowered by heaven to bind and to 
loose — to declare God’s Law. John Henry Newman, writing to a 
friend on April 24, 1875, said that the Vatican Council of 1870 had 
declared that Peter’s successor is not merely the instrumental head of 
the Church in detennining what has been revealed, “but that in him 
lies the root of the matter, that his decision, viewed separate even 
from the Bishops, is gospel .” 

Our passage today is to be counted as extremely significant 
and will be remembered and pondered till the end of the world. St 
Matthew’s Gospel has many features distinctive to it, and this is one 
of those features. We ought be grateful to him for recording the 
event and the words of Christ uttered on that occasion. No other 
Gospel does so. The Christian loves and accepts what Christ teaches, 
and Christ manifestly teaches the fact of his Church and certain 
essential features of it. We should, for Christ’s sake then, love the 
Church as he loves her. Christ is the head, the Church his body, and 
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we are the members of the Church by baptism and members of 
Christ’s body. Let us serve the Church as we would serve Christ 
who gave himself up for her. 

-- 
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Feast of St Patrick (March 17) 

Collect O God, who chose the Bishop Saint Patrick to preach your 
glory to the peoples of Ireland, grant, through his merits and 
intercession, that those who glory in the name of Christian may never 
cease to proclaim your wondrous deeds to all. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

St Patrick (389-461). Born in Great Britain, Pope St. Celestine I 
sent him to preach the faith in Ireland. In thirty years, he succeeded 
in converting the whole country after heartbreaking difficulties. 

Scripture today : (In Australia, a solemnity): Jeremiah 1: 4-9; 

Acts 13:46-49; Luke 10:1-12 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two 
by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to 
go. He told them, The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on 
the road. When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house. ’ If 
a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will 
return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they 
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give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around 
from house to house. When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat 
what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 
'The kingdom of God is near you. ’ But when you enter a town and 
are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 'Even the dust of your 
town that sticks to our feet we wipe off agcdnst you. Yet be sure of 
this: The kingdom of God is near. ’ I tell you, it will be more bearable 
on that day for Sodom than for that town. (Luke 10:1-12) 

Neighbour When we think of “religion” as a phenomenon 
in the history of the world, of course we think of ceremony, ritual 
and perhaps myth. Religion is a question of dealing with the gods, 
imagining and celebrating (in some sense) their actions on the world, 
placating and satisfying them by means of a faithful observance of 
the ceremonies, and so acting as not to upset them. Basically it has 
to do with worship so as to have the heavenly powers on one’s side. 
All this is appropriate, to be expected, and good — even if limited. 
In the realm of revealed religion — that religion revealed by God as 
the way he wishes man to consider and serve him — the first thing 
about it is that it is in accord with what we observe in natural 
religions. That is, the primary thing is the knowledge, worship and 
service of God (in their case, the gods). Of course, this is on a new 
and much more elevated sphere, but still, the first thing mandated by 
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revealed religion is the love and service of God. Christ summed up 
the entire Law of the Old Testament by citing two or three sentences 
from the Inspired Writings: the first and greatest commandment is to 
love God with one’s whole being, and the second is like it, to love 
one’s neighbour as oneself. The whole Law and the teachings of the 
Prophets hang, he said, on these two prescriptions. It was a 
remarkable, insightful and extremely illuminating summary, coming 
from the incarnate Son of God. Now, while that first and greatest 
commandment has a certain parallel in what we observe to be the 
general theistic emphasis of natural religions, what is perhaps 
notable is the exaltation of love for neighbour in revealed religion. 
The one true God cannot bear injustice and neglect towards one’s 
neighbour. This is not generally a feature, I think, of the natural 
religions of man. The important thing is the ceremonies, and one’s 
neighbour is very much a side-issue. But it is no side-issue for the 
God of revealed religion. Read the prophets and notice how they 
inveigh against injustice, and the scorn they pour on a religion of 
mere sacrifices and ceremonies. Anyone properly schooled in the 
religion of Yahweh would have to have become sensitive to the 
needs and rights of his neighbour. Christ accused the scribes and 
Pharisees of tithing mint, dill and cummin while neglecting the 
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weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith (Matthew 
23:23). 

So important was concern for neighbour in revealed religion 
that this could be said to be popularly regarded as its distinguishing 
characteristic. Many have considered concern for others to be the 
single essence of Christianity. “Being a Christian” means, in the 
mind of many, being a kind of religious philanthropist. If you are a 
“very Christian” kind of person, you are good to people and respond 
to their needs. If you are not “very Christian,” you are insensitive to 
the needs of others. In this sense, the term “Christian” is at times 
popularly applied even to an atheist. An atheist or religious agnostic 
can at times be referred to as a “very Christian” person. All this, 
though quite out of proper perspective, reveals the perception that in 
the religion revealed and established by Jesus Christ, love for 
neighbour is essential and cannot be disassociated from love for God. 
Many things in Christ’s own teaching show this — most notoriously 
in our Lord’s own account of the final General Judgment of all the 
nations. The Judge will be like a shepherd separating the sheep from 
the goats, and he will say to each that whatever you did to the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did to me. Eternal reward or punishment 
will turn on this consideration. This, I suggest, is the context in 
which we ought ponder our Gospel passage today (Luke 10:1-12). 
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Our Lord does not simply gather disciples around him to join him in 
adoring and praising God his Father and in worshipping him with 
pure hearts. This is the first thing, but intimately connected with it is 
love and concern for the world. Christ entered the world with a 
mission for mankind, and those who belong to him and who follow 
him are called to share in that mission. So it is that he sends his 
disciples not, as it were, only to the Temple. He sends them out to 
all the towns and villages. “ After this the Lord appointed seventy - 
two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and 
place where he was about to go. He told them, The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am 
sending you out like lambs among wolves.’’’’ Following him means 
being apostolic, missionary, on the road seeking out the lost sheep — 
first of the House of Israel, then of the world. 

Let us pray for the grace to put on the mind of Jesus Christ — 
let this mind be in you, St Paul writes, that was in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 2:5). The Christian is called to work at growing in love, 
the love that filled the mind and heart of Christ. This is heaven’s 
gift, coming from the Holy Spirit, and it is granted to us at our 
Baptism. But it must be activated and nourished. We must open our 
hearts wide for our neighbour, bearing in mind the example of the 
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great Christian saints such as Saint Patrick. He spent his life serving 
the pagan Irish. Revealed religion involves two great loves: love of 
God with our whole being, and, similar to this, love of neighbour. By 
this will all men know you are my disciples, Christ said, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 

-- 
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Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 

Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary (March 19) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 12:42 Behold, a faithful and prudent 

steward, whom the Lord set over his household. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by Saint Joseph’s 
intercession your Church may constantly watch over the unfolding of 
the mysteries of human salvation, whose beginnings you entrusted to 
his faithful care. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41-51a 

Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. Of her 
was born Jesus who is called the Christ. Now this is how the birth of 
Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a 
righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For 
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it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins. ” When Joseph awoke, he did as the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home. (Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a) 

Joseph It is interesting to note that however obscure our 
Lord’s origins — in the sense that he came from the scarcely-known 
town of Nazareth — he was known as the son of Joseph, the son of 
David. He was appealed to by those in need of help as Jesus, Son of 
David. We are not told in the Gospels that Jesus, once a public 
figure, had any need to emphasize or prove this. In Christ’s day, 
people readily carried the name of their greatest forefather with 
them: the forefather, that is, of their father rather than their mother. 
This ancestry of one’s father was always remembered by families — 
far more than is the case now when usually one’s ancestry has to be 
researched. Our passage today is from St Matthew, but in Luke’s 
genealogy the source of which differed from Matthew’s, Christ’s 
ancestry is also traced back from Joseph (Luke 3:23). In our day, at 
least in Western culture, people have little memory of their ancestry 
beyond their great-great grandparents unless through personal 
interest they make a study of it. Nor, in the matter of ancestry, is 
there now an exclusive focus on the line of one’s father. But back 


- 2144 - 



then it was the father’s ancestry that was always remembered and 
passed on. Elizabeth, the wife of Zechariah, is referred to by St Luke 
as a descendant of Aaron. Presumably that was according to the line 
of her father. Nowhere in the Gospels is the ancestry of Mary the 
mother of Jesus recounted, even though in view of the ancient 
prophecy we may presume that she too was a descendant of David. 
But unlike Elizabeth, the name of her forefather is not formally 
stated. So Jesus was known as the son of Joseph (of Nazareth), the 
son of David. The text of Matthew’s first chapter shows the concern 
to illustrate that Joseph was indeed the son of David, and that Jesus 
was the son of Joseph by solemn adoption which made him, to all 
intents and purposes (and appearances), absolutely his own son with 
all the rights and status of his foster father’s ancestry. Thus was 
Jesus the son of David. But he had no human father. It was of Mary 
that Jesus the Messiah was bom. How did this come about? Our 
Gospel passage today tells the world: Jesus, son of David, was 
conceived by the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Numerous observations could be made on this great Gospel 
passage of today (Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a). For instance, I have 
seen one Protestant writer state that Christ was not conceived of 
Mary, literally speaking. Rather, his human nature was wholly and 
exclusively the work of the Holy Spirit who, as it were, merely 
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deposited the Incarnate Son of God in the womb of the Virgin Mary 
at the moment of his conception. But no, this Gospel passage today 
alone refutes such a view. The Virgin Mary herself conceived Jesus 
in her womb, but not by any agency of man but by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. So she was truly his mother and, inasmuch as he had no 
human father, at his conception her DNA must have passed heavily 
into him. But in our passage today, Matthew narrates how Joseph 
entered decisively into the life of the Virgin Mary as her spouse, and 
just as decisively into the life of the newly conceived Child, as — to 
all intents and purposes — his father. In the Gospel of St Luke, at 
the finding of our Lord in the Temple, the Virgin Mary addresses her 
Son by saying that his father and she had been searching for him for 
three days. The Virgin Mary, ever a virgin, had Joseph for her 
husband and looked on him as the father of the Child, though not of 
course as his biological father. He cared for her as husband and for 
him as father. He guided her and he guided him. As her husband he 
was her most intimate companion in love, and, as in practical effect 
his father, he was the most intimate companion of Jesus her divine 
son. The Christian religion teaches that holiness comes from 
intimacy with Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man. Who on this 
earth could have attained the intimacy with Christ that was attained 
by Mary in the first place, and after her by Joseph her husband? It is 
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a fond source of religious thought to imagine the association between 
Jesus and Joseph. Imagine them at work together day after day, 
Joseph training his growing son in his trade, and the two working as 
partners in Nazareth and beyond — say, in the nearby city of 
Zepphoris (some five miles from Nazareth) then under development 
and undoubtedly in need of carpenters. So many years together! 
Imagine the holy death of Joseph, with Mary and Jesus at his side as 
he breathed his last and closed his eyes for the last time. 

How Christ must have loved his foster-father Joseph! Imagine 
Mary and Jesus as they accompanied the funeral procession as the 
body of Joseph was borne out of the tiny hamlet of Nazareth to its 
burial. Imagine the two of them coming back. They would have 
thought of the years of profound intimacy. We can assume that this 
thought of Joseph accompanied our Lord in his tremendous ministry, 
just as the thought of his living mother would have too. Oh, fond 
thoughts were they! Let the thought of Saint Joseph and our devotion 
to him accompany us in all our days. As many saints have said, in 
our needs let us go to Joseph! He is now the heavenly protector of 
the universal Church. 
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The Annunciation (March 25) 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 10:5, 7 The Lord said, as he entered the 
world: Behold, I come to do your will, O God. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Word should take on the 
reality of human flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary, grant, we 
pray, that we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and man, may 
merit to become partakers even in his divine nature. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Psalm 40:7-11; 

Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, Greetings, you who are highly favoured! 
The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to 
her, Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You 
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
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and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will 
never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel, since I am a 
virgin? The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be ccdled the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with 
God. I am the Lord’s servant, Mary answered. May it be to me as 
you have said. Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Jesus I once read an article written by a journalist about a 
certain figure who had a prominent position in world affairs by virtue 
of his office. The world’s media had been criticising this figure, and 
the journalist who wrote the article said that the magic of that person 
had now gone. Note the expression: his “magic” had gone. In the 
early 1960s Meriol Trevor’s two-volume biography of John Henry 
Newman was published, and her account shows that by about 1860 
or so Newman’s “magic” too had largely gone. By this I mean the 
fascination of people with his person, with his mystery, his 
domination of their imagination. In Newman’s case that “magic” 
returned following the publication of his Apologia , and has been 
growing continually since his death in 1890. We could say that with 
the onset of a widespread secular culture over the last two centuries 
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or even more, the “magic” of Jesus Christ also has gone for large 
numbers of persons. God has lost his due place in their imagination. 
For many people this world is all there is. There is little instinctive 
feeling for God. For very many people who are shaped by their 
secular culture, God is virtually dead and buried. In effect Christ too 
is dead and buried. To all intents and purposes he did not rise from 
the dead, but is simply a distant person of the past who began the 
religious movement called Christianity. All this illustrates the power 
and importance of one’s culture , and a goal of the evangelization 
Christ himself launched is to evangelize culture, just as the Church 
evangelized the culture of the Roman Empire and, following the fall 
of Rome, the culture of the emerging Europe. At the heart of all such 
endeavours is the work of regaining and re-presenting the “magic”, 
we might almost say, of the living person of Jesus Christ. Modem 
man has to gain the sense of the beauty and singular grandeur of the 
person of Jesus, living now and risen from the dead. The name of 
Jesus has to be transformed from being a mere commonplace and 
even (sadly) an expletive, to being an awesome and lovely music that 
almost catches one’s breath away. 

The Reality and Fact of Jesus Christ is especially accessible 
through the Scriptures as presented by the Church. The Church 
founded by Christ holds the Scriptures in her hands as her Book, the 
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Book composed by certain of her members under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. Reading from this Book, especially from the 
Gospels, she speaks and comments on the person of Jesus Christ who 
lives in her as her Head and Spouse. She asks that her children take 
up this, her Book, and read it with her instructions in mind. Our 
Gospel today (Luke 1:26-38) for the Annunciation of the Lord is a 
case in point. How great is the description of the Lord Jesus 
contained therein! The Angel Gabriel tells the all-holy Virgin about 
her coming son. He will be great, great without any qualification. 
He is simply great, just as God is simply great. A little later in the 
same Gospel Mary will extol the greatness of God. The Angel tells 
her that her own son will be great. He is the Son of the Most High. 
He is his natural Son, in very truth the Son of God. It is a staggering 
thought to contemplate the Incarnation. I remember watching the 
movie “The Passion of the Christ” and when in the movie Christ lay 
on the floor after his scourging, what struck me yet again was the 
wonder of the Incarnation: there on the floor lay God in his human 
nature, having been scourged by men. At Mary’s consent to the plan 
of God as revealed to her by the Angel, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit the Son of God was made man in her womb. Think of the 
helpless babe in the arms of the Virgin some nine months later. 
Think of the growing boy, full of wisdom and intelligence and grace. 
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Think of the youth, the young man as he developed towards the 
height of his human powers. Jesus Christ is the marvel of mankind! 
He is, as the Angel had predicted in his address to the Virgin, great. 
He is the Son of the Most High. He has the throne of his father 
David , and of his kingdom there will be no end. He is the crown of 
our race, the gift of the Father and of the Holy Spirit, presented to us 
all by the Virgin Mary, his true mother. 

If we steadily keep our gaze on Jesus, risen and living in his 
body the Church and presented to us for our prayerful consideration 
in the Scriptures, we shall gain a powerful sense of his “magic”. 
There is no one like him, no one to match him, for he is the Saviour 
of the world, the only name by which men can be saved. He is, as 
the Angel says, great. Let our Gospel passage today help us to 
apprehend anew the person of Christ and lead us to give our hearts to 
him. He is not dead and buried. He is our saving Lord, our joy for 
all ages. He lives and is risen from the dead, and by his side is the 
Virgin, his holy mother, who teaches us how to be his disciples. 

-- 
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St Mark the Evangelist (April 25) 

Saint Mark the Evangelist was the son of a woman called Mary in 
whose house Peter sought refuge after being freed from jail. He 
aided St. Paul and his own cousin St. Barnabas in the evangelization 
of Cyprus. Later, Mark became the companion and secretary of St. 
Peter in Rome. He wrote the second Gospel, which emphasizes the 
miraculous powers of the Saviour. 

Entrance Antiphon Mk 16: 15 Go into all the world, and proclaim 
the Gospel to every creature, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint Mark, your Evangelist, and 
endowed him with the grace to preach the Gospel, grant, we pray, 
that we may so profit from his teaching as to follow faithfully in the 
footsteps of Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:5-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20 

Jesus said to the Eleven, Go into all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these 
signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes 
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with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will 
get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up 
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples 
went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. (Mark 
16:15-20) 

The mission Among the many differences that one observes 
between the ministry of Jesus Christ and that of the many prophets 
who preceded him is that Jesus actively endeavoured to fill the nation 
with his message. He was intensely missionary. Of course Moses, 
Samuel, Isaiah, Elisha, Jeremiah, Ezechiel and the other prophets 
strove to impart to the nation what God had said to them. But we do 
not see as a general characteristic the prophets striving to bring their 
inspired message physically to every nook and cranny of the country. 
We do not read of them going from village to village, town after 
town, even to the farms and homes of the chosen people and sending 
their disciples ahead of them to prepare, in order to bring the word of 
God to them. John the Baptist, the greatest of the prophets, remained 
in a few venues and people came to him from all over the country. 
They came from all parts including Jerusalem to be baptized by him 
in the river Jordan. Our Lord himself came from Galilee to be 
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baptized by John. John, whom our Lord called the greatest bom of 
woman, did not go from town to town all over the country. But we 
do see that very pattern in the ministry of our Lord. In this same 
Gospel of St Mark, we read that after working miracles of healing in 
Capernaum and preaching the word to them, our Lord was found by 
Simon Peter the next morning when he was at prayer and told that all 
were looking for him (1:35-39). Did our Lord stay there and await 
the country to come to him? No, he told Simon that he had to go to 
the other towns and villages too, because that was why he was sent. 
So, we read, he went throughout Galilee preaching in their 
synagogues and casting out devils. Our Lord was constantly 
travelling and told one prospective disciple that the Son of Man had 
nowhere to lay his head. He gathered his disciples about him, the 
Twelve, and these he sent out ahead of him to prepare the people 
before him. He was a great prophet, and a constantly itinerant one. 
He was the all-consuming missionary. If we compare Jesus Christ 
with the other founders of religions, it will be seen that one of his 
distinguishing traits was to have been so strikingly missionary. 

This same characteristic he expected of his disciples once he 
had gone. The records provided by the Gospels are very consistent 
in many things, including his final instructions when risen from the 
dead and about to return to his heavenly Father. For instance, St 
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Matthew tells us that his last word was that his disciples were to go 
and make disciples of all the nations , teaching them to observe all his 
commandments. He guaranteed he would be with them in their 
world-wide missionary endeavour. In St Luke he tells his disciples 
that repentance for the forgiveness of sins was to be preached to all 
the nations, and that they were to await the coming of power from on 
high. In the Acts our Lord tells them that once they received power 
from the Holy Spirit they would be his witnesses to the ends of the 
earth. In the Gospel of St John the risen Jesus breathes the Holy 
Spirit upon them and tells them that just as the Father sent him so he 
is now sending them. They are being given a share in his own 
mission. In our Gospel today, drawn from St Mark, our Lord tells 
the Eleven, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation.'’' Then comes a dire warning for all: “ Whoever believes and 
is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned ” (Mark 16:15-20). There is a tremendous note of 
urgency to the missionary character of Christian discipleship. The 
issues are salvation and damnation. No prophet spoke as clearly and 
as vividly about both heaven and hell as did Jesus Christ. Indeed, no 
other founder of the great religions spoke so clearly and insistently 
about these last things as did he. Mysteriously, faith is revealed as 
the ticket to life everlasting — yes, a faith that must be a living faith, 
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yes indeed — a faith that must show itself in obedience and good 
works, but faith nevertheless. It is faith in the person and teaching of 
Jesus Christ, and that this faith is a matter of duty and personal 
choice is shown by its consequences. Faith in Jesus Christ is the 
gateway to mankind’s salvation, and hence the Church is directed by 
our Lord to be essentially and necessarily missionary. 

The Gospel for today is that chosen by the Church for the feast 
of St Mark on April 25. St Mark is thus proposed as a shining 
example of the Church’s missionary vocation. Just as Christ himself 
was essentially missionary, so must the Christian be and the entire 
Church too. A Christian who fails to be missionary in his everyday 
life is failing in an essential component of the Christian life. So let 
us then ask ourselves. What have I yet done for Christ? What am I 
doing for him now? What shall I do for him in the future? He wants 
me to bear witness to him and his teaching every day. So then, let 
each of us resolve to do this. 
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Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles (May 3) 

Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in 

his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us each year with the feast day of the 
Apostles Philip and James, grant us, through their prayers, a share in 
the Passion and Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son, so that we 
may merit to behold you for eternity. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15: 1-8; Psalm 18; John 14: 6-14. 

Jesus said, / am the way and the truth and the life. No-one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and 
have seen him. Philip said, Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us. Jesus answered: Don 7 you know me, Philip, even 
after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father ’? 
Don 7 you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in 
me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say 
that 1 am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on 
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the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone 
who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 
glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and 1 
will do it. (John 14: 6-14) 

Jesus Christ Philip and James were Apostles, and the 
mission of the Apostles was to bring Christ to the world. If we 
accept the historicity of the Gospels — and it is only preconceptions 
and assumptions that this is unlikely or impossible which would 
prompt one not to accept them — then the public ministry of Jesus 
Christ is absolutely remarkable. I especially refer to his numerous 
and various miracles, to both their number and their reach. Moses 
worked spectacular miracles. According to the Inspired Books, at 
God’s direction he parted the Red Sea and effected the escape of his 
people, delivering a crushing blow to the pursuing Egyptians. This 
was the culmination of various strokes he inflicted on the Egyptians 
and their obdurate Pharaoh, according to those same Books. He was 
the emissary of the One God who through him established a new 
Covenant. Guided from above, he successfully led his people 
through the wilderness over the course of a generation to the 
threshold of their promised land. He was a man of greatness and he 
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re-established the religion of Yahweh God among the twelve tribes 
of Israel, laying their religious foundations for the next millennium. 
But he did not do this by his own power. He never drove out demons 
from possessed persons. His command of the Red Sea paralleled 
Christ’s command of the Sea of Tiberius, but Christ commanded on 
his own authority. Moses never walked on the sea, nor did he heal 
numerous sick people of all kinds of diseases, nor did he ever, of 
course, raise someone from the dead. Christ did that at least a few 
times, most spectacularly under the nose of his enemies just outside 
Jerusalem itself. While the inspired writers of the Gospels saw 
Christ as another Moses, Christ clearly surpassed him. None of the 
prophets could do what Christ did so effortlessly. Moreover, if 
anything impressed the ordinary folk, it was his holiness. His 
enemies maligned him, but when in debate Christ challenged them to 
accuse him of sin, they fell silent. The very demons accused him of 
being “the Holy One of God ” (Mark 1:24), and this was what his 
closest disciples knew him to be: “We have believed and have come 
to know that You are the Holy One of God” (John 6:69). There was 
not the slightest moral flaw in Jesus of Nazareth. 

His power and his holiness were remarkable — indeed, 
unsurpassed in history. But what were perhaps even more 
remarkable were his claims as to his personal identity. It was what 
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and who he said he was that stood out and became the battle-ground 
between him and his enemies. They could perhaps put up with a 
miracle-worker and with a holy man, but what was revolutionary, 
and what involved a seismic shift in revealed religion, was the 
question of who he said he was. Never had the like been heard since 
or before Abraham. It quickly or gradually dawned on those around 
him, both his faithful disciples and the envious though religiously 
sophisticated leaders, that this was no ordinary prophet. They were 
dealing with one who in effect placed himself on a par with the one 
and only God. He presumed personally to forgive the sins of a sick 
person before him, and then proceeded to cure him of his paralysis. 
That is to say, he acted as if he were God. He actually said to the 
leaders that “before Abraham, I AM.” His remarkable claim to be 
divine was not whispered to credulous and superstitious hangers-on, 
but to the highest leaders who were at the very time hostile to him. 
But he also plainly made those claims to his disciples too, and more 
extensively — which, of course, stands to reason. Our Gospel today 
records them. God was his own Father, and an unheard-of 
relationship existed between the two. In answer to Philip, Jesus said 
that the Father was in him, and he was in the Father, such that the 
one who looked on Jesus was looking on the Father. He was, then, 
the image of the unseen God, and every bit the equal to the Father. 


-2161 - 



His person was distinct from the Father, but his being was the same 
as that of the Father. The Father lived in him and, through him, was 
doing his work. “ Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am 
in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you 
are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is 
doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me ” (John 14: 6-14). It is absolutely unimaginable 
that Moses would say such a thing, or any prophet. But Jesus Christ 
calmly did so, and did so to the end. 

Christ’s claims were unique in the history of religion or 
thought — at least as coming from any respectable individual who 
possessed widespread moral credibility. Now, this is the point: if we 
allow Jesus Christ to have been, at the least, a remarkably holy man, 
his personal claims command the utmost attention. If they are to be 
dismissed, it must be because he was a fool or a knave. But this 
alternative is preposterous. The feast of St Philip and St James 
reminds us of the Person whom we, as Christ’s disciples, are called 
to bring to the world. The world has a vocation: to be his disciples. 
He is the Jewel of the universe, the Treasure without compare! 

-- 
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Feast of St Matthias the Apostle (May 14) 

St Matthias, Apostle (May 14) After the ascension of our 

Lord, St. Peter proposed that the disciples select an apostle to take 
the place of Judas. The choice was Matthias. He worked for the 
faith in Palestine, and later was stoned to death. Today we are 
reminded that our Christian vocation is a gratuitous gift from God 
which we should accept and live out with gratitude and fidelity 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 15:16 It was not you who chose me, says the 
Lord, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last. 

Collect O God, who assigned Saint Matthias a place in the college 
of Apostles, grant us, through his intercession, that, rejoicing at how 
your love has been allotted to us, we may merit to be numbered 
among the elect. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Psalm 113:1-8; John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, As the Father has loved me, so have 
/ loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 


-2163 - 



and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command. I no longer call you serx’ants, because a serx’ant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father 1 have made 
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love 
each other. (John 15:9-17) 

St Matthias What do we know about St Matthias? 
Practically nothing. There are many saints celebrated during the 
course of the Church’s Liturgical Year not as feasts or solemnities 
(as with today’s saint) but as memorials and about whom we kn ow 
far more than St Matthias. We know far more about St Ignatius of 
Loyola, St Teresa of Avila and many more than about St Matthias 
and indeed many of the other Apostles. Yet their days are feast days 
in the Liturgical Year. Matthias had been one of those disciples who 
had been in our Lord’s train from very early in our Lord’s ministry 
but he was not chosen by our Lord to be one of the Twelve. He was 
chosen by the Holy Spirit and the vote of the Church in default of 
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Judas who had fallen away so badly. That is the first and the last we 
hear of him, except for what is mentioned in doubtful sources. In a 
sense he is a mere statistic thereafter. He is one of the Twelve and so 
he was endowed with both a great responsibility as one of the 
foundations of the Church, and with the special gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to live and act accordingly. But all this we know, not because 
of information relating to him in particular, but simply because he 
was one of the Twelve. He was one the Twelve, an Apostle, 
possessing the fullness of the ministerial priesthood as given to the 
Church, and most importantly, he was and is a saint. On this day as 
we think of him, we could think of the Apostolic foundation of the 
Church. We could think of the Apostolic succession of the 
ministerial priesthood within the Church, whereby the ordained 
priesthood has its foundation in the Apostles. We could think of the 
oneness of the Church which Christ founded on his Apostles. I 
would prefer, however, to think of the obscurity of St Matthias. 
Exalted as was his office, we hardly know a thing about him. But 
then, consider the greatest Christian of all, Mary the mother of Jesus. 
Scripture gives us more details about her than about Matthias, but 
still, not a lot. One thing which is clear about Mary is her obscurity. 
She was not a public mover and shaker of her times — as was, say, 
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St Paul. Let us then take Matthias the Apostle as a symbol and 
representative of the obscure and ordinary life. 

So many lives are buried in obscurity, and yet there is a 
grandeur therein! A young woman marries and moves with her 
husband on to a modest farm. She raises her large family. There are 
several painful yet scarcely noted tragedies. Her eldest son suddenly 
dies in his early twenties. She lives her Catholic Faith generously 
and strives to pass it on to her children, hoping they will pass it on to 
their children. She lives a long, good and deeply spiritual life, seeing 
her husband and some of her children pass on from this life before 
her, and she herself dies in her mid to late eighties full of piety. Her 
grave is perhaps unmarked and two of her children are buried with 
her, similarly unmarked. A generation passes and then another, and 
she is forgotten. Some seventy years after her death few know where 
she is buried, and certainly no one thinks of her. She, like so many, 
has passed into the oblivion of history, and yet her life was grand. 
She did what she could and fulfilled her duties as mother and wife, 
ending her days in constant prayer with the rosary ever in her hand. 
We know nothing about Saint Matthias except his election as one of 
the Twelve. In his obscurity he was the object of Christ’s choice, 
and being chosen by Christ he bore fruit that would last (John 15:9- 
17). He is a type of the obscurity that marks the overwhelming 
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proportion of the human race. But obscurity does not mean 
insignificance or a lack of grandeur. Mary the mother of Jesus Christ 
lived a humble and lowly life as far as the attention of society was 
concerned, and yet her greatness in the sight of God is unmatched by 
any other in the stream of mankind. Joseph her husband had a 
similarly obscure path, but he was, in his obscurity, the guardian and 
the intimate of the Son of God made man. His heavenly 
guardianship now extends over the whole Church. The people I am 
thinking of here lived obscure lives, ordinary lives, humdrum lives, 
lives filled with ordinary duties that never won the attention of many 
people. But they were signally faithful in obedience to the will of 
God as it was expressed in their calling, however ordinary it may 
have seemed at the time and to subsequent generations. They were 
the ordinary lilies in the field, unnoticed but contributing to the 
beauty of the whole. Let us remember that it was the ordinary lily 
that our Lord praised so highly — he said that Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed as one of them. In the eyes of Christ it 
outshone the glory of Solomon. 

If obscurity is our lot in life, let us embrace it and understand 
clearly that it constitutes a path of grandeur, provided we strive to 
know the will of God and put it into practice in our ordinary life. In 
our obscurity Christ means us to bear fmit that will last (John 15:9- 
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17). If, in this life of humble obedience to God and his holy will, 
suffering and even the loss of precious things such as reputation and 
the esteem of others come our way, grandeur can still be ours. The 
key to it is to follow closely in the footsteps of Christ. Christ has 
shown that the Cross is a path of grandeur, provided it is the Cross of 
obedience. Let us make that our path, then. 

-- 
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Mary Help of Christians (May 24) 

(If celebrated in Australia, the Collect is as follows:) 

Collect : Almighty ever-living God, who placed the love of Our Lady, 
Help of Christians in the hearts of those who brought the Catholic 
faith to these shores, grant, through her intercession, wisdom to our 
leaders and integrity to our citizens, so that, under her protection, 
Australia may know harmony, justice and peace. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ your Son... 

Scripture for today : Proverbs 31; Psalm 112; 

James 3: 13-18; Luke 1: 39-56 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 
coun try of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 
in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud 
voice she exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the child you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she 
who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished! And Mary scad: My soul glorifies the Lord and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the 
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humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call 
me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me — holy 
is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from 
generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his 
arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the 
humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the 
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to 
be merciful to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he said 
to our fathers. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months 
and then returned home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

Mary Consider Mary the mother of Jesus, in action — as 
recorded in the Gospels. One of her most obvious features is that she 
helps those in need. The Angel Gabriel announces to her that God’s 
plan is that she be the mother of the Messiah, who will save his 
people from their sins. He asks her consent, which she gives. I am 
the sen’ant of the Lord , she replies. Mary is the Servant of the Lord. 
In view of her sufferings as mother of the Messiah, she is a type of 
the Suffering Servant of the Lord in the Book of Isaiah. She 
understands that her son will spend himself in the service of his 
people, saving them from their sins. This spirit of service and help 
she typifies, and we see it in action as soon as the Angel leaves her. 
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She rises up and leaves without delay to help her kinswoman 
Elizabeth, whom she has heard from the Angel is well advanced in 
expecting her child. So Mary is the helper of those in need. She 
arrives at the home of Elizabeth and is honoured by her elderly 
relative who praises God for the arrival of the mother of her Lord. 
There Mary stays to help her kinswoman, and then she returns home 
(Luke 1:39-56). Just as Mary helped then, so now from heaven Mary 
helps us. We remember how at the beginning of his public ministry 
our Lord came with his disciples to the town of Cana and attended 
the wedding feast. The wine ran out and the mother of Jesus came to 
him to tell him that they had no wine. Mary is there as the one who 
helps. She informs her son and then tells the stewards to do 
whatever he tells them to do. Her intervention has been decisive and 
it not only saved the day for the wedding, but it brought forward the 
commencement of our Lord’s miraculous helping of those in need. 
Barely three years later following our Lord’s zenith during his public 
ministry, she stood before the cross as her Son hung dying in agony, 
taking away the sin of the world. She was there as his help. He 
looked down at her during his last moments and said to the beloved 
disciple, Here is your mother. Looking at her, he said, this is your 
son. He was entrusting all his disciples to her care. He was 
constituting her the Help of Christians and indeed of all men because 
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all are called to the discovery and acknowledgement of Christ as our 
God and our Redeemer. 

Throughout Christian history, Mary the mother of Jesus has 
been regarded as the Help of Christians in their following of Christ. 
She is the greatest help of Christians in their life of Christian 
discipleship. Not only is this the case in the personal life of each 
member of Christ’s faithful, but in the life of Christian societies and 
civilizations. A signal instance of this was in the Christian response 
to the threat coming from Islam in the second half of the sixteenth 
century. It was an immense danger to Christian Europe, especially in 
view of the intractable division between Christian states that had 
gradually been developing over the previous centuries. Christian 
kings were lethargic and hostile towards one another. They would 
not ally their Catholic countries in a coalition. Gradually due to the 
efforts of the Pope of the day — Pope St Pius V — a limited 
Christian coalition was formed under Don John of Austria. The 
Islamic fleet was to be confronted. At the same time the Pope put the 
entire enterprise under the protection of Mary Help of Christians and 
ordered a great campaign of prayer, using especially the Rosary, for 
the intention. Many of the galley slaves in the Islamic fleet who 
were starved, beaten, and pulling the oars were captured Christians. 
Indeed one of them was Miguel de Cervantes, the future author of the 
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great Spanish novel Don Quixote. He later called the encounter the 
greatest naval sea battle in history and the most important to that 
time for the safety of Europe. The Turks had been massing an 
enormous fleet for an invasion of Italy. It may have resulted in the 
crushing of the Christian civilization of Europe together with the 
utter sacking of Rome. Few expected that the outnumbered Christian 
fleet could possibly prevail. Finally (1571) at Lepanto in the Gulf of 
Patras, the Ionian Sea, the battle was joined. The clash and crash and 
thunder of weaponry resounded across sea and air and the upshot was 
a resounding Christian victory. All attributed it to the help of our 
Lady. The Islamic fleet never fully recovered and went into decay. 
It was one of several instances in history of a general appeal by 
Christendom to Mary for her help. Mary is the heavenly Help of 
Christians. 

On May 24 (the feast shifts when a Sunday falls on that day) 
the Church celebrates Our Lady as Help of Christians. The gift from 
Christ to us as he hung dying on the Cross was his mother. She is his 
gift to us who love, serve and follow him. She can help us with her 
all-powerful intercession and her incomparable example to live the 
Christian life generously, and to defend the Christian faith when it is 
under attack. It is now under the insidious attack of a secular culture 
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that rejects the proposition that Christ is the heart and soul of life. 
Let us turn to Mary for her constant help. 

-- 


- 2174 - 





Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(May 31) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 16 Come and hear, all who fear 
God; I will tell what the Lord did for my soul (E.T. alleluia). 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, while the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was carrying your Son in her womb, inspired her to visit 
Elizabeth, grant us, we pray, that, faithful to the promptings of the 
Spirit, we may magnify your greatness with the Virgin Mary at all 
times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3: 14-18; Psalm — Isaiah 12; 

Luke 1: 39-56 

At that time Mary arose and hastened to a town in the hill 
coun try of Judea, where she en tered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Maty’s greeting, the child leaped 
in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud 
voice she exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the child you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the child in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she 
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who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished! And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been looked upon the 
lowliness of his handmaid. From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is 
his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation 
to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has 
brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away 
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he said to our 
fathers. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 
returned home. (Luke 1: 39-56) 

Mary Take any of the protagonists of the Gospel of St 
Luke apart from the Saviour himself, and ask this: how much 
consideration does Luke, the inspired author, give to that person? 
There are the priest Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, u both 
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to his 
commands ” (Luke 1:5-6). There is the virgin Mary (Luke 1:26-27) 
and a few mentions of her betrothed, Joseph. There are Simeon and 
Anna (Luke 2: 25-38). There is John the Baptist (3: 2-20). Once 
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Christ begins his public ministry, there are his disciples and the 
Twelve — especially Peter, James and John. There are the crowds. 
There are Christ’s enemies among the scribes, the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees and the priests. Taking the Gospel canvas as a whole, it is 
obvious that the virgin Mary is the personality who attracts the 
highest heavenly praise, and into whose soul we have the greatest 
access. Most precious are the thirty verses given to her in Luke’s 
first chapter (1: 26-56). The words of greeting by the Angel to the 
virgin Mary are in superlative praise of her. They come from 
heaven: Chaire, kecharitomene. The new Latin Vulgate translates 
this as Ave, gratia plena (Hail! Full of grace!), while the New RSV 
has, Rejoice, favoured one! It is difficult to think of an exact parallel 
to the lofty character of this in the Scriptures. The Angel continues: 
The Lord is with you! reminding us of the words of the Angel to 
Gideon, Yahweh is with you, valiant warrior! (Judges 6:12). Boaz 
greeted the reapers with the wish, May Yahweh be with you! (Ruth 
2: 4), but the Angel tells Mary that the Lord is with her. “You have 
found favour with God,” the Angel continues. Mary is a soul of the 
highest purity who is about to be blessed with the highest calling. 
She is to be the mother of the Son of the Most High, the One to 
whom will be given the throne of David. He will be great, and will 
reign over the House of Jacob forever. His kingdom will have no 
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end. She is to be the mother of the promised Messiah, and how great 
a Messiah! He will be conceived by her through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and the child to be born of her will be “holy; he will be 
called Son of God” (Luke 1: 32-35). 

Mary’s dignity as a servant of Yahweh is matched by her 
obedience. “ Behold, 1 am the serx’ant of the Lord: let it be done to 
me according to your word ” (Luke 1:38). Our Gospel today gives us 
the second scene in Luke’s section devoted to the virgin Mary. It is 
her arrival at Elizabeth’s home, and while previously it was the 
Angel of the Lord who spoke of her and her divine Son, now it is 
Elizabeth, speaking under divine inspiration. It is with a “loud 
voice,” as if due to an overwhelming impulse that transcended her, 
that she declares Mary to be of singular dignity as the mother of the 
Lord. She is making a solemn proclamation as if for ears beyond 
those of Mary alone. “ When Elizabeth heard Maty’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so 
favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” Not only 
is Mary’s blessedness due to her unique motherhood — it is due also 
to her obedient faith: “ Blessed is she who has believed that what the 
Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” There is no disciple of 


-2178 - 



Jesus Christ, no member of the Church — and Luke is the historian 
of the infant Church — who receives such special praise. But what 
is also magnificent is Mary’s prayer praising and thanking God her 
Saviour. The Gospel of St John records a few significant words of 
Mary in which she intercedes for those in need (John 2: 3). But it is 
Luke who gives us an especially precious statement by her who is the 
mother of the Messiah. It is this which the Church presents to us for 
our contemplation on the feast of her visit to her kinswoman 
Elizabeth. Her soul is filled with praise of God, and rejoices in her 
Saviour. God is her Lord ( kurios ) and Saviour (soter) — the 
Sovereign from whom she has received her all, and the Deliverer 
who has ever saved her from evil and harm. He is the Mighty One 
who has done great things for her, the Holy One, the merciful One, 
the strong One who scatters the proud and lifts up the lowly. Mary is 
distinguished for her profound sense of God and for her obedient 
faith in his word and will. In the Gospel of St Luke, she is the pre¬ 
eminent servant of the Lord. 

St Luke, through the words of the virgin Mary, makes it clear 
that it is in the plan of God that she will be called “blessed” for all 
generations to come. She is the “blessed” one — the “blessed” 
virgin Mary. That the “ virgin ” whose “name was Mary ” (Luke 1: 
27) is “ blessed ” and that she will always be counted as “blessed” 
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(Luke 1: 48) is the clear teaching of Scripture. If we are to be 
biblical Christians, let us realize this. Let us extol her, then! Hail 
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you! Blessed are you among 
women and blessed is the fruit of your womb! Holy Mary, mother of 
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death! Let us 
cultivate a true devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Scriptures 
invite us to do so. 
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Vigil of the birth of St John the Baptist (June 23) 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 1: 15, 14 He will be great in the sight of the 

Lord and will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb; and many will rejoice at his birth. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your family may walk 
in the way of salvation and, attentive to what Saint John the 
Precursor urged, may come safely to the One he foretold, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Psalm 70; 

1 Peter 1: 8-12; Luke 1: 5-17 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were 
upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments 
and regulations blamelessly. But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well on in years. Once 
when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 
before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And 
when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled 
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worshippers were praying outside. Then an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 
But the angel said to him: Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer 
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, 
and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many of 
the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he 
will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. (Luke 1: 5-17) 

Life’s meaning A sleeping baby, held in his mother’s 
arms, outside the Church — let us say his name is Matthew. He does 
not move. He is all peace, and about six friends look down on the 
face of the child. All are smiling, thinking of his life that lies ahead. 
No-one knows what life will bring but all are full of optimism. They 
do not know what the child’s gifts are, nor what he will do in life, nor 
the degree of happiness or sadness that he will experience. The 
earnest hope and expectation is that the child will be happy, for how 
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sad a thought it is that a person’s life might turn out to be an unhappy 
one. But what is it that will give happiness to the child? Well of 
course, many things go to make up a happy life but it is certainly not 
just pleasure. Parents who set out to make sure a child’s life is filled 
with pleasures is taking the child along the road to profound 
unhappiness. Paradoxically, pleasure alone brings unhappiness. 
Among the things that will bring happiness to the child is his finding 
something worthwhile to do in life which he can really do. It could 
be building a happy marriage, raising his children, serving others 
professionally in some sense — whatever it is, one’s work is integral 
to one’s happiness. That is to say, it is essential to one’s happiness 
that one serve others in some significant way, a way commensurate 
with one’s abilities, circumstances and interests. At a deeper level, a 
level comprehensible to the genuinely religious person, the service of 
God is the most satisfying thing of all. A person who lovingly serves 
God at great cost will attain a special happiness. Of course, one 
does not work and serve simply in order to be happy — one serves 
others for their sakes, as one serves God for his sake and for love of 
him. All this suggests to ordinary reflection that man is born in 
order to do a work in life, or, putting it more generally, to “work” — 
provided we understand “work” as being the disinterested and loving 
service of God and fellow-man. We are helped to appreciate this by 
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considering the example of John the Baptist, who from before his 
birth had a work in life ahead of him. He had a calling and the Angel 
spoke of it to Zechariah his father: “ Many of the people of Israel will 
he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children and the disobedient ” (Luke 1:5-17). 

Plenty of persons in history have been endowed with 
remarkable natural gifts. As far as I am aware, Alexander the Great 
never lost a military engagement. Although he suffered severe losses 
in some battles, most notably in his conflict with King Porus of 
India, he held the field in every battle he chose to engage in. (He did 
reach a limit, though. After defeating Porus, Alexander knew that the 
kings of the Nanda Empire and Gangaridai could deploy between 
3,000 and 6,000 war elephants. Such a force was many times larger 
than the number of elephants employed by the Persians and Greeks, 
which probably discouraged Alexander's army and effectively halted 
their advance into India). Still, he was extraordinarily inventive, 
adaptable and masterful. No matter how great the forces ranged 
against him, he seems to have been invincible. Other persons could 
be cited as having possessed great natural gifts. The question is, in 
the nature of things, what is the meaning or purpose of the gifts one 
is possessed of? Their true meaning lies in service. They enable a 
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person to offer others good or outstanding sendee. Their true 
meaning does not lie in self-aggrandisement. The Gospel makes it 
clear that John was granted absolutely extraordinary gifts of grace. 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name 
John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 
is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit even from birth." Various prophets and great 
men of Israel’s past had been endowed with the Spirit of God — 
Moses, David, different prophets. But John was ‘ filled ” with the 
Holy Spirit “even from birth ” — and this is usually understood to 
have happened at the arrival of the virgin Mary and her unborn Son, 
when John leaped in his mother’s womb. This was a well-nigh 
unique spiritual gift, though we are not told that it was necessarily 
unique. Mary, of course, was conceived immaculate and filled with 
grace. The point here, though, is that his high spiritual gifts were his 
in view of his high work in life. His work for God, for the chosen 
people, for the Messiah to come — all this was accompanied by 
corresponding spiritual gifts. His gifts, his mission and his work 
were all the fruit of God’s undying love for us his children. Each of 
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us has “work” to do in life, however modest it may seem. Each of us 
is endowed with certain gifts for our work. 

John the Baptist reminds us that life has been granted us to do 
our work for God and others, and the gifts we have are meant to be 
placed at the service of this work. Cardinal Newman once wrote: 
“God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has 
committed some work to me which He has not committed to another. 
/ have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but / shall be told 
it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between 
persons. He has not created me for naught. / shall do good; I shall 
do His work. / shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my 
own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. 
Therefore, / will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown 
away.” This is life’s meaning. 


7b»©«dv 


-2186 - 





Solemnity of the birth of John the Baptist (June 24) 

At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 1:15, 14 He will be great in the sight of the 
Lord and will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's 
womb; and many will rejoice at his birth. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your family may walk in 
the way of salvation and, attentive to what Saint John the Precursor 
urged, may come safely to the One he foretold, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 1:6-7; Lk 1:17 A man was sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came to testify to the light, to prepare a 
people fit for the Lord. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint John the Baptist to make ready 
a nation fit for Christ the Lord, give your people, we pray, the grace 
of spiritual joys and direct the hearts of all the faithful into the way 
of salvation and peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
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who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139: lb-3, 13-15; 

Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth 
to a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had 
shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, No! He 
is to be called John. They said to her, There is no-one among your 
relatives who has that name. Then they made signs to his father, to 
find out what he would like to name the child. He asked for a writing 
tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, His name is John. 
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and 
he began to speak, praising God. The neighbours were all filled with 
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking 
about all these things. Everyone who heard this wondered about it, 
asking, What then is this child going to be? For the Lord’s hand was 
with him. And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he 
lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel. (Luke 1:57- 
66, 80) 
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John the Baptist In the Church’s Liturgical Calendar the 
feast day of a saint is usually the day of his death — perhaps the day 
of his martyrdom, or whatever day it was that he or she died in the 
Lord. But this is not always the case. For instance, St Joseph the 
foster-father of Christ has two feast days and neither of them is the 
memorial of the day on which he died. On March 19 we celebrate St 
Joseph as the husband of Mary. The second on May 1 we remember 
St Joseph as the Worker. If there is a saint whose day of death we do 
not know, then of course the date of the memorial is chosen at the 
Church’s discretion. An example of this would be the memorial day 
of St Martha, the sister of Mary and Lazarus. Two days are given to 
John the Baptist during the Liturgical Year, the day of his birth and 
the day of his death. Both his birth and his death are described in 
detail in the Gospels and today the Church celebrates his birth. He is 
recorded in the New Testament as a great prophet and our Lord said 
of him that none bom of woman is greater than he. Of course, our 
Lord does not mean this literally — for John the Baptist does not at 
all equal, for instance, the greatness before God of Christ’s own 
mother. The context of this high praise was Our Lord’s comparison 
of the dispensation John represented with the Kingdom of heaven 
which Christ was bringing to all, including the least. Nevertheless, 
as the Angel said to Zechariah, John was very great in the sight of the 
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Lord and the Church has always celebrated this. How is John to be 
understood — what is the context in which we are to place him? 
Well, of course, we are to understand him as being in the line of the 
prophets. He is indeed the greatest of them because of his holiness 
and his unique mission of announcing to the people the arrival of the 
Messiah and pointing him out. His preparation for this mission 
began prior to his birth. He was announced before his conception, 
and while still in the womb he was filled with the Holy Spirit (Lk 
1:15) on the occasion of the arrival of the virgin Mary (1:41.44). He 
was a child of special destiny. The hand of the Lord was with him 
from the first moment of his existence. 

John may be described as a shining exemplification of the 
holiness of Revealed Religion prior to the coming of Christ and his 
new dispensation. There were others, such as Elijah and Samuel. 
The Angel Gabriel promised Zechariah that his great son would fulfil 
his mission with the spirit and power of Elijah, and we remember 
that our Lord told his disciples that John was the Elijah who would 
return. John was in the line of Elijah. I tend to liken John the Baptist 
also with the prophet Samuel. Samuel was entrusted by his grateful 
mother Hanna to the Temple and we read that the boy Samuel 
advanced in favour before God and men. He allowed not one word 
of the Lord to fall to the ground and all the people from Dan to 
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Bersheebah came to know that Samuel was a faithful prophet of the 
Lord. He anointed Saul as king. When Saul failed, he anointed 
David as king. John’s baptism of Jesus occasioned Christ’s 
anointing by the Holy Spirit for his mission as Messiah (though, of 
course, John did not anoint Christ with the Holy Spirit - the Father 
did). In our Gospel today we read of John that u the child grew and 
became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared 
publicly to Israel ” (Luke 1:57-66, 80). Perhaps John’s parents died 
when he was in his youth. Perhaps his powerful spiritual life led him 
to years of profound retreat in the wilderness. Some have suggested 
he may have been part of the Essene community for some time. We 
have no way of knowing, of course, but the time came for his public 
appearance in Israel and all the people perceived that he was a great 
and faithful prophet of the Lord. It was a judgment confirmed by 
Christ, who himself completely surpassed, outclassed and eclipsed 
his Precursor. Today we think of this great child born into the world 
as one of a line of so many superbly religious people of Revealed 
Religion prior to Christ, one who was its greatest prophet. So let us 
think of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, the great and holy prophets, 
David and the best of the priests and kings. John represents the line 
of holiness that distinguishes Revealed Religion reaching its 
incomparable culmination in the person of Christ. 
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Let us think of this great man whose greatness consisted in 
being filled with and led by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit made 
John what he was and enabled him to complete his exalted mission. 
This same Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Father and the Son. By the 
power of this divine Spirit, Christ the Son of God made man fulfilled 
his mission as our Redeemer. Thinking of the example of John the 
Baptist, let us ask the Holy Spirit to empower us to love Christ and to 
follow him in the vocation that has been given to us by God our 
Father. Come Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful! 

-- 
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Vigil of St Peter and St Paul (June 28) 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 1: 15, 14 He will be great in the sight of the 

Lord and will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb; and many will rejoice at his birth. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your family may walk in 
the way of salvation and, attentive to what Saint John the Precursor 
urged, may come safely to the One he foretold, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts of the Apostles 3: 1-10; Psalm 18; 

Galatians 1: 11-20; John 21: 15-19 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these? Yes, Lord, 
he said, you know that I love you. Jesus said, Feed my lambs. Again 
Jesus said, Simon son of John, do you truly love me? He answered, 
Yes, Lord, you know that / love you. Jesus said, Take care of my 
sheep. The third time he said to him, Simon son of John, do you love 
me? Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, Do you 
love me? He said, Lord, you know all things; you know that / love 
you. Jesus said, Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when you were 
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when 
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you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go. Jesus said this 
to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then 
he said to him, Follow me! (John 21: 15-19) 

Love When one thinks of the multitude of gods in the 
religions of man outside the Judeo-Christian revelation, the very 
thought of a monotheistic religion would be a little startling were we 
not so thoroughly used to the idea. The religion of the Jews, with its 
great Temple, must have been a cause of surprise to the societies and 
cultures of classical times. The Jews had but one God, and he was 
the Lord of the world and all in it. Further, he was not depicted by 
any painting or statue — and this was by divine command. He had an 
altogether special relationship with them, and that was by his choice. 
The monotheistic feature of their religion in due course won the field 
and became the eminently respectable position in religion. This, 
though, was primarily due to the influence of Christianity — but that 
is another matter. But there was another aspect of the monotheistic 
religion of the Jews which was most notable. The one God was not 
just to be obeyed and feared. Nor was it enough that he have no 
rivals in any other gods. He was to be loved by his people. The 
command was to love him with all one’s heart and soul. This 
command was somewhat buried away in the inspired scrolls (in 
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Deuteronomy 6:5), but it was there and it was implied throughout the 
religion. When questioned about all the commandments of the Law, 
Christ instantly pointed to this command as the essence of 
everything. The religion of Judaism was a religion of love for the 
one God, a love that was to be total. Closely allied to it was love for 
one’s neighbour. The whole Law and the Prophets hung on this dual 
command to love. Any Israelite who attained a true love for 
Yahweh God lived according to the Law — and there were such 
persons in Israel. Many such prophets and holy men feature in the 
Scriptures, right to the beginnings of the New Testament in the 
persons of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna, and of course Mary 
and Joseph. But it is Jesus Christ who fulfils all of this. He is the 
supreme paragon of love for Yahweh God. God is his own Father. 
But even more, the religion he revealed involved love in its most 
concrete form. He fulfilled the Law and the Prophets in that the love 
that was commanded in them was found in his Person and was 
directed to his Person. 

Revealed religion involves love for Jesus Christ. Actually, it 
does not merely involve it, for it is love for him. He is not just the 
Prophet to come, speaking on God’s behalf and pointing to him. He 
is himself the Object of religious love and worship, for he himself is 
God. The point here, though, is that this involves love — a love 
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expressed in obedience, but love nevertheless. This is where our 
Gospel today, drawn from the end of the Gospel of St John, is 
especially significant. It stresses that revealed religion is a matter of 
total personal love for Jesus Christ. The Gospel of St John seems to 
have two concluding sections. The first comes at the end of Chapter 
20 with the great profession of faith of the doubting Thomas, and the 
second comes at the end of the next chapter which primarily sets 
forth the relationship between Jesus and Simon Peter. In Thomas’s 
final words to Jesus, Christ is acknowledged as Yahweh God: “My 
Lord and my God!" Thomas proclaims before him. This transcends 
anything in the Scriptures of Israel before it. It is not a new God who 
is here acknowledged — rather, the same God is found to be Jesus 
Christ. This same one and only God is in three distinct divine 
Persons, and the risen Jesus is the second of them. In the next and 
final chapter (21) of John, it is made manifestly clear that Jesus , God 
and man, is to be loved. The command of the Law and the Prophets 
to love God with all one’s being is to be directed to the Person of 
Jesus Christ. Christ insistently requires of Simon Peter that he love 
him. “ Simon son of John, do you truly love me? He answered, Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you. Jesus said, Take care of my sheep. 
The third time he said to him, Simon son of John, do you love me? 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, Do you love 
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me? He said, Lord, you know all dungs; you know that I love you’’’ 
(John 21: 15-19). Nothing could be plainer. Revealed religion is a 
matter of a personal love for Jesus Christ, and this is to be expressed 
in a close following of him — “ Then he said to him, Follow me!” 
The religion of Abraham, Moses, the Law and the Prophets, has 
become very specific, very concrete: Jesus Christ is its heart, its soul, 
its entire life. 

St Paul writes that Jesus Christ is the image of the unseen God 
(Colossians 1:15). He writes that in him is to be found every 
heavenly blessing (Ephesians 1:3). The fullness of the godhead 
dwells in Jesus Christ bodily (Colossians 2:9). Christ enters into a 
personal bond with each of us at our baptism by the gift to us of his 
own divine Spirit, and thenceforth he calls us not servants but friends 
(John 15:15-17). The religion which God has established among 
men and which he wishes to bring to the whole world is a personal 
friendship with his only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and our 
Redeemer. So then, let us make friendship with Jesus Christ our life! 

-- 
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Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul (June 29) 

Saints Peter and Paul are the principal pillars of the Church 

founded by Christ. Peter was chosen by Christ to be his first Vicar 
on earth; he was endowed with powers of the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven (Mt 16:13-19) and charged with the role of Shepherd of 
Christ’s flock (Jn 21:15-17). In Peter and his successors, we have a 
visible sign of unity and communion in faith and charity. Divine 
grace led Peter to profess Christ’s divinity. St. Peter suffered 
martyrdom under Nero, in about the year 64 AD. He was buried at 
the hill of the Vatican where recent excavations have revealed his 
tomb on the site of St Peter’s Basilica. Paul was chosen to form part 
of the apostolic college (without being one of the Twelve) by Christ 
himself. His mission was to bring Christ’s name to the Gentiles. He 
was beheaded in the Tre Fontane along the Via Ostiense and buried 
nearby, on the spot of the Basilica of his name. 

At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Peter the Apostle, and Paul the teacher of the 
Gentiles, these have taught us your law, O Lord. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that we may be sustained 
by the intercession of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, that, as 
through them you gave your Church the foundations of her heavenly 
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office, so through them you may help her to eternal salvation. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon These are the ones who, living in the flesh, 
planted the Church with their blood; they drank the chalice of the 
Lord and became the friends of God. 

Collect O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul give us the noble and holy joy of this day, grant, we pray, that 
your Church may in all things follow the teaching of those through 
whom she received the beginnings of right religion. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:1-11; Psalm 34:2-9; 

2 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16:13-19 (Mass during Day) 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, 
Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. 
Who do you say lam? Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of 
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Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in 
heaven. And 1 tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. (Matthew 16:13-19) 

Where is the Rock? There are forms of Christianity which 
will only allow that the text of Scripture is the single indicator of 
what God has revealed. It is thought that if something cannot be 
demonstrated to be the teaching of Scripture then there is no warrant 
whatever for holding that it has been revealed. This position is based 
on the valid conviction that Scripture is inspired by God, but it 
includes the further assumption (not explicitly taught by Scripture) 
that it is only the inspired texts that were and are the vehicle of God’s 
revelation. As just said, this further position is an assumption. 
While Scripture teaches that it is inspired (although it does not list cdl 
the books that are inspired), it cannot be shown to teach that it alone 
is the exclusive channel of divine revelation. Nor can it be shown to 
teach that it is a stand-alone instrument for each reader to interpret 
for himself. This is very much the case in respect to the teaching of 
Christ. Not only did Christ himself not write a single word of 
Scripture, but he cannot be shown to have said to the Twelve nor to 
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others of his disciples, go and write an account of what I have done 
and taught, and then disseminate your writings to all and sundry for 
them to use as they judge best. I guarantee that your writings will be 
inspired, and that therefore all those who read them will interpret 
them as I intend. In fact, there is no mention in the Gospels or 
anywhere in the New Testament that Christ directed the Twelve 
eventually to write what is now, by declaration of the Church long 
after Christ himself left the scene, the New Testament. That is not to 
say it was not his will — it is indeed his will. But it issued from the 
action of the Holy Spirit whom Christ sent from the Father to the 
Church. The Church, in the persons of certain of her members who 
were moved by the Holy Spirit, wrote the various books of the New 
Testament, and then at a much later date formally determined its 
Canon. We have the New Testament because of the action of the 
Church and we know it is inspired by the Holy Spirit because the 
Church so teaches. Christ did not directly author any inspired 
written text. But there is one great thing he did directly author. It 
was his Church. Christ built his Church , and entrusted his Church 
with the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 

On June 29 the Church celebrates the feast of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul. The Gospel for this day focuses on St Peter and the 
unique mission the Gospels state he was given directly by Christ. 
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Christ’s words in this text testify also to his founding of the Church. 
The context of Christ’s action is the question he had asked of his 
disciples, and the response given by Simon Peter. Who do you say / 
am ? You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. It was the perfect 
answer and it came ultimately from the action of the Father. In a 
sense it was the climax of our Lord’s public ministry and forthwith 
Christ began to establish his Church. He did not say to Peter, 
Excellent answer! Write that down, keep it and disseminate that text 
to all and sundry. What you write will be inspired, and that is all that 
people will need to take the path to life. No, rather, he immediately 
laid the foundation for his Church. This foundation, this visible rock 
of the edifice, was a person. It was Simon. Listen to our Lord’s 
words. “ And / tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven ” (Matthew 16:13-19). As all well know, the 
name Christ gave to Simon had a precise meaning: the Rock. He was 
Cephas, Petros. It was on this rock, this rock I have just now 
appointed, that I will build my Church. The building of his Church 
had begun and with the coming of the Holy Spirit it would be 
launched. Christ promised that this Church would not be overcome. 
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He would hand to Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven with the 
power to open and close the door to it, and to bind and loose. He did 
not promise that he, Peter, would be perfect, nor that all in his 
Church would be perfect. But he did make Peter the rock of his 
Church, and gave to him the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. It was 
from this Church that there came the Gospels and the inspired New 
Testament. 

There is a plethora of Christian churches and teachings. So 
varied is this situation that many have thought that Jesus must have 
begun nothing more than a movement. But no. He founded his 
Church and appointed its rock, or visible foundation and source of 
unity. Anyone searching for Christ and who loves the Scriptures 
ought ponder carefully today’s Gospel text. Christ built his Church. 
Where is that Church? It is that which stands upon the visible rock. 
Christ appointed a rock of his Church. Where is that rock? It is 
where Peter is, Peter and his successors, for it was to Peter that Christ 
gave the keys. Let us always love the Church and the rock on which 
Christ chose to built it, for therein is to be found Christ himself. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Thomas the Apostle (July 3) 

Among the apostles, Thomas is remembered mainly for his doubts 
about the resurrection of Christ. Eight days after the Resurrection, he 
made up for his unbelief with a profession of faith, “My Lord and my 
God!” (Jn 20:28). According to tradition, he preached the Gospel in 
India, where he was martyred. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 118 (117):28, 21 You are my God, and I 
confess you; you are my God, and I exalt you; I will thank you, for 
you became my saviour. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may glory in the Feast of the 
blessed Apostle Thomas, so that we may always be sustained by his 
intercession and, believing, may have life in the name of Jesus Christ 
your Son, whom Thomas acknowledged as the Lord. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Ps 117:lbc, 2; John 20:24-29 

Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, We 
have seen the Lord! But he said to them, Unless I see the nail marks 
in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
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hand into his side, I will not believe it. A week later his disciples 
were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
Peace be with you! Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe. Thomas said to him, My Lord and my God! 
Then Jesus told him, Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. (John 
20:24-29) 

Dogma In 1864 a famous book appeared in England. It 
was the Apologia pro Vita Sua of John Henry Newman. This was a 
history of his religious opinions and was his answer to the slur of 
Charles Kingsley, published earlier that year in his review of two 
volumes of J.A. Froude’s History of England. On the fourth page of 
his volume Newman describes in terse sentences his first conversion 
to formed religious convictions at the age of fifteen. He writes that 
in the autumn of 1816 he “ fell under the influence of a definite 
Creed,” and received into his intellect “ impressions of dogma”. This 
statement reminds us of how indebted the Christian is to Creed and 
to dogma. The Church has given us a Creed and it has given us 
dogma, whereby we are able to know exactly what God has revealed 
as it is contained in Scripture and in the Church’s Tradition. The 


- 2205 - 



Creed, whether it be the Nicene Creed or the Apostles Creed, is the 
product of the Church’s teaching and baptismal liturgy and it spells 
out in exact terms the essentials of divine revelation. The various 
dogmas of the Church have generally been the Church’s response to 
error and they state exactly what divine revelation teaches in respect 
to the mystery of Christ. Dogmas also set forth the Church’s 
teaching in ways that meet difficulties with certain contested 
doctrines. For instance, how could a man be God? When Arius 
denied that Christ was divine, the Church drew up its formal 
distinction between person and nature, teaching that Christ was a 
divine Person with two natures, his divine nature and his assumed 
human nature. That statement about Christ himself is a dogma of the 
Church and it helps us understand better the teaching of the inspired 
writings of the New Testament about Christ. From the beginning, 
the faithful depended on the living Tradition of the Church to 
interpret correctly the New Testament writings as they gradually 
appeared. We ourselves have the advantage of the Church’s creeds 
and dogmas which express this living Tradition. They help us 
interpret with exactness and sureness the teaching of the Gospels and 
the New Testament. 

Knowing the Creed enables us to recognize instantly the import 
of many texts in the Gospels. For instance, there are many instances 
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given in St John’s Gospel of Christ’s allusions to his divinity during 
his public ministry. His forgiveness of sins led the religious leaders 
to wonder, who can forgive sins but God alone? Our Lord when 
challenged over the violation of the Sabbath by his disciples, replied 
that the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath. He said to them that just 
as his Father works constantly, so do I. They could see he was 
making God his own natural Father and so making himself equcd to 
God. He challenged the people to tell him what David meant when, 
referring to the Messiah, he wrote in the psalm that the Lord said to 
my Lord, sit at my right hand. He told the leaders that I and the 
Father are one. He said to them that before Abraham ever was, 1 
am. At his trial he was put on oath to answer whether he claimed to 
be the Son of God. To that point silent, he then spoke in answer. I 
am, he said, and they would see the Son of Man coming at the right 
hand of the Power. He was putting himself on a par with God 
himself. His Passion and Death was a great act of witness to the 
truth of who he was. The point here is that the dogma of the 
Incarnation, of one divine Person in two distinct natures, has its clear 
foundation and illustration in the text of the Gospels. This dogma 
assists us to recognize immediately and without ambiguity the 
meaning of the words of Christ. In our Gospel passage today (John 
20:24-29), in what we might call the crowning climax of the Gospel 
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of St John, the risen Jesus appears to the Eleven for a second time. 
This time the doubting Thomas is with them. Christ invites him to 
step forward and feel him in his living risen manhood. Thomas does 
so and immediately worships him as his Lord and God. Thomas 
identifies Jesus with Yahweh God, not, though, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, both of whom our Lord had often referred to. My 
Lord and my God , Thomas exclaims. This man before him is the 
living God. This doctrine that the man Jesus is the living God, God 
the Son made man, is the fundamental dogma of Christianity. It is 
the centrepiece of the Christian Creed and the Church’s Tradition. 

Let us treasure dogma and doctrine, and allow it to nourish our 
faith in the Person of Jesus Christ. Let us join with Thomas in 
kneeling before the risen living Jesus, this magnificent Man of the 
ages, this sparkling jewel of our race, this wonder of the universe. 
There is nothing like him. He is incomparable. He is the pearl of 
great price, the treasure of all treasures in the field. It is critical for 
our salvation that we cleave to him. Yes, he is man, but, wonder of 
wonders! he is the Lord God himself. He is our Redeemer and our 
Lord, the one who is our life both here and forever hereafter. 

-- 
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Feast of St. Mary Magdalene (July 22) 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 20:17 The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go 

to my brothers and tell them: I am going to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God. 

Collect O God, whose Only Begotten Son entrusted Mary 
Magdalene before all others with announcing the great joy of the 
Resurrection, grant, we pray, that through her intercession and 
example we may proclaim the living Christ and come to see him 
reigning in your glory. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15; Psalm 78:18-19, 23-28; 

John 20:1-2, 11-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him! 
But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where 
Jesus ’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 
asked her, Woman, why are you weeping? They have taken my Lord 
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away, she said, and I don’t know where they have put him. At this, 
she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realise that it was Jesus. Woman, he said, why are you weeping? 
Who is it you are looking for? Thinking he was the gardener, she 
said, Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put 
him, and 1 will get him. Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned towards 
him and cried out in Hebrew, Rabboni! (which means Teacher). 
Jesus said, Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the 
Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 7 am returning to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. ’ Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: 1 have seen the Lord! 
And she told them that he had said these things to her. (John 20:1-2, 
11-18) 

God is very near Consider the great religions of the world 
apart from Christianity. There is Buddhism with its search for 
Nirvana, which is happiness and freedom from the fate of rebirth by 
the attainment of enlightenment and utter detachment. Formally 
speaking, there is no personal God in Buddhism, no loving Creator. 
The Nirvana is the great and transcendent goal of human endeavour. 
Nirvana transcends — being a state that is ever ahead, ever above, 
ever beyond. Then there is Islam, with its goal of total submission to 
Allah who transcends all. Allah is the only God, creator of the 
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universe, and the judge of humankind. He is unique and inherently 
one, all-merciful and omnipotent. He is the God of inaccessible 
mystery. Among the 99 names of God, the most famous and most 
frequent of these names are “the Merciful” (al-rahman) and “the 
Compassionate.” Now, what strikes the observer in this lofty Islamic 
account is the unutterable transcendence of God. Allah is merciful 
and compassionate, yes, but the accent is on his transcendence. 
According to Francis Edwards Peters, the Qur’an insists, and 
Muslims believe, and historians affirm that Muhammad and his 
followers worship the same God as the Jews. The Quran’s Allah is 
the same Creator God who covenanted with Abraham. Significantly, 
though, Peters states that the Qur’an portrays Allah as both more 
powerful and more remote than Yahweh, and as a universal deity, 
unlike Yahweh who is closely involved with the Israelites. So it 
seems that Allah is not actually the same as Yahweh. As already 
suggested, a special characteristic of the Allah of Islam is his 
transcendence. More than anything he is beyond. Now, of course, 
God the Creator does indeed transcend his creation. How could it be 
otherwise? If there is to be a Creator of the world who creates from 
nothing and who sustains in existence every element of all there is, 
then he must transcend in every respect his creation. However, there 
is another essential feature to the divine nature and that is his 
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immanence. God is unimaginably immanent, so very, very near. 
Well then, how can this be imagined and drawn into the practice of 
religion? 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene the Church selects 
for the memorial of St Mary Magdalene (John 20:1-2, 11-18). It is 
Sunday morning and we are at the tomb of the crucified Jesus where 
his body has lain since late Friday afternoon. Mary is at the tomb 
weeping, for the body has gone. Her whole being is full of love for 
the Master who is her Lord and her Guide. She turns and sees 
someone nearby whom she takes to be the gardener. He speaks, 
asking why she was weeping. Where is the body? she asks him. 
Mary! he replies, undoubtedly with a joyous smile and eyes full of 
joy. Light and happiness flood her mind, heart, soul and being. 
Master! she says and falls before him in a rapture of happiness. He 
is alive before her in all his concrete, physical and living reality. 
There is immediacy, direct contact, and all of this in a very concrete 
situation. Now, this is Christianity. God makes himself immediate, 
direct, concrete and very near. A week later — and it is described by 
St John in this same Gospel — the living Jesus will meet the 
doubting Thomas and will evoke from him a magnificent profession 
of faith in his divinity. My Lord and my God! Thomas will bow 
before this living risen man. He will feel his hands and his side that 
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contain the marks of the Passion, and he will, from the depths of his 
spirit acknowledge him as Yahweh God, the God who spoke to 
Abraham, Moses and the Prophets, without of course being the 
Father. He is the Son, but the same transcendent God, who gives to 
us who believe in him the gift of a share in his own divine Spirit, 
thus drawing us into the very life of the transcendent divine Trinity. 
In Jesus Christ, the transcendent God became flesh and dwelt among 
us. He became very concrete, very immediate, very near, very 
accessible, very familiar. He is God-with-us. In the Christian 
religion, which God himself established, the transcendent God 
chooses to emphasise his astonishing immanence. This closeness of 
God is manifested in the Gospel scene of today. Mary Magdalene 
speaks directly to the great God with utter immediacy, the God who 
is Jesus Christ. 

Mary Magdalene is one who embodies the Christian ideal of a 
full and enthusiastic love for Jesus Christ the incarnate God. This is 
the heart and soul of the Christian religion. St Paul writes that the 
Son of God did not cling to his glory as God — his transcendent 
state, we might almost say — but gave it up and became as men are, 
and humbler still, even to death on the cross. Of course he remains 
the transcendent God always, but he has brought to the fore his 
divine immanence. He is now so, so very accessible and concrete. 
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We can, indeed, live in him by grace and by grace he lives in us. Let 
us give thanks to God for deigning to make us his own friends and 
children. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint James the Apostle (July 25) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4:18, 21 As he walked by the Sea of 

Galilee, Jesus saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother 
mending their nets and he called them. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who consecrated the first fruits 
of your Apostles by the blood of Saint James, grant, we pray, that 
your Church may be strengthened by his confession of faith and 
constantly sustained by his protection. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Psalm 126:lbc-6; 

Matthew 20:20-28 

Then the mother ofZebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons 
and, kneeling down, asked a favour of him. What is it you want? he 
asked. She said, Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at 
your right and the other at your left in your kingdom. You don’t 
know what you are asking, Jesus said to them. Can you drink the 
cup l am going to drink? We can, they answered. Jesus said to them, 
You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not 
for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have 
been prepared by my Father. When the ten heard about this, they 
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were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them together 
and said, You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave — 
just as the Son of Man did not come to be sensed, but to serx’e, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:20-28) 

On difficult requests There are many observations that 
could be made on our Gospel passage today, selected as it is by the 
Church for the feast of St James the Apostle, brother of St John the 
Evangelist. But let us notice how the scene of the passage opens. 
The mother of James and John comes before our Lord with her sons 
and, kneeling down, asks a favour of him. Notice our Lord’s interest 
and desire to grant her request: “ What is it you want?" he asks. Let us 
notice the profound respect she shows to our Lord and the greatness 
of her faith in him. She clearly believes without any doubt that Jesus 
is the Messiah and that the kingdom of God which he and the Twelve 
— including her two sons — have been announcing is his kingdom. 
He is the king anointed by God. Her greatest ambition is that her two 
sons be very, very closely associated with our Lord in his kingdom. 
She takes the plunge, we might say, and reveals the greatest desire of 
her heart, presenting it before our Lord. Place these two boys of 
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mine one at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom! 
She is giving them to him and she asks that they be at the very 
forefront with him when he comes as king. As it turns out, it is a 
difficult request she has made and in a sense our Lord has difficulty 
granting it for the reasons he then gives. But he answers her prayer 
in his own way and in a higher sense. They will drink his cup which 
will take them with him into his glory, and he is promising his grace 
for this. Let our minds drift back to the beginning of our Lord’s 
public ministry when he returns to Galilee and takes part in the 
wedding feast of Cana. At a certain point he is approached by his 
mother who simply says to him, “ They have no wine .” She is in 
effect asking him to do something extraordinary to meet the crisis 
even though it is not yet the moment for it. She was aware that his 
public ministry had begun. He had been baptized by his kinsman 
John. He had received the Spirit launching him on his mission. He 
had arrived in Cana with disciples. His mother took the initiative, 
even though, as he said to her, it was not yet his hour. 

So here at Cana we see a request coming to our Lord that posed 
a difficulty. In this case our Lord answered it superabundantly with 
six huge containers of the best wine. The point, though, is that 
prayer is answered even if it seems to involve problems. Of course, 
how could our Lord refuse his mother! The mother of the sons of 
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Zebedee came with a request that posed a difficulty. She was not 
turned back. It was answered in our Lord’s own way (Matthew 
20:20-28). How could our Lord refuse one who loved him so much 
as she did! One lesson in all this is surely that we ought in a sense be 
bold with God in our filial requests of him. St Alphonsus Ligouri 
once wrote that the reason why we do not receive more from God 
than we do is that we do not ask him for much. This, of course, is 
very often because we do not really believe that he is powerful 
enough or willing enough to hear our prayer. But consider the little 
Gospel incidents we have just seen — they, in a sense, both posed 
difficulties for our Lord because (in a certain respect, and from a 
human point of view) they did not accord with what God had 
originally intended. Of course, we are speaking of this in all-too 
human terms and going merely on the face of the Gospel narrative. 
The point, though, is that even though our request might seem to us 
to be difficult even for God, if before God we feel drawn to present 
it, and if we see no reason why it would not accord with God’s will, 
then we ought boldly and yet very reverently do so. Our Lord says 
elsewhere, Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock 
and the door will be opened to you. Elsewhere he directs us to pray 
always and never to lose heart. Of course, we ought also be 
constantly ready to submit to the divine will because (like the mother 


-2218 - 



of James and John and her two sons) we may not know what it is that 
we are asking. In the sixteenth century in Spain Francis Borgia saw 
his dearly beloved wife dying. He prayed to God that she be spared, 
and somehow an answer came. It was that if he, Francis, insisted, 
she would be spared, but it would not be the best course. Francis 
submitted, left it to God and she died. He then went on to be a priest, 
a Jesuit, the superior general of the Jesuits and a canonized saint. 

Let us take our cue from the mother of St James and go to our 
Lord with our deepest requests. Let us present them to him as she 
did. Our Lord answered her prayer by promising that her sons would 
both bear witness to him unto death and they became in the event 
great Apostles and great saints. We are reminded of the prayer of 
Monica the mother of St Augustine. Her prayer was heard and he 
became a very great saint. So let us go to Jesus with all our needs, 
presenting them to him and all the while entrusting ourselves to his 
most holy and all-wise will. 
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Memorial of Saint Martha (July 29) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 10:38 Jesus entered a village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, whose Son was pleased to be 
welcomed in Saint Martha’s house as a guest, grant, we pray, that 
through her intercession, serving Christ faithfully in our brothers and 
sisters, we may merit to be received by you in the halls of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99:5, 6, 7, 9; 

John 11:19-27 or Luke 10:38-42 

Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in 
the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. Lord, Martha 
scad to Jesus, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask. Jesus 
scad to her, Your brother will rise again. Martha answered, / know 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus scud to 
her, / am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this? Yes, Lord, she told him, I believe that 
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you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world. 
(John 11:19-27) 

Love and faith Throughout the Gospel of St John the 
author describes himself as “the disciple Jesus loved.” But he is not 
the only one denoted in this way. We notice how John refers to 
Lazarus and his two sisters, Martha and Mary: “ Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister, and Lazarus ” (11:5). The sisters themselves sent to 
Jesus a message saying that “the one whom you love lies here sick.” 
So Lazarus is the one whom Jesus loves. St Paul refers to himself in 
the same terms in one of his Letters. He writes that “ Christ loved me 
and gave himself up for me.” We remember the rich young man who 
came to our Lord and asked what more he needed to do to gain 
eternal life — he had kept God’s commandments ever since his 
youth. We are told that our Lord looked on him and loved him. That 
young man was the object of the special love of Jesus, and in the 
event he turned away from it. We are reminded by these references 
that the distinctive character of Christian discipleship is faith in Jesus 
and being the object of Christ’s personal and special love. Our Lord 
said to his disciples, I have not called you serx’ants but friends. The 
disciple of Christ places his full faith in Jesus and in his word, and he 
has the wonderful privilege of his friendship. All are called to this. 
Just before he ascended into heaven Christ charged his disciples to 
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go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. 
Everyone is called to believe in Jesus and to be his disciple — which 
involves being his personal friend. Our Gospel passage today shows 
Martha to be the object of Christ’s love. Loving him in her turn, she 
had full faith in him and in his word. The magnificence of her faith 
is shown by the fact that it reflects exactly the point of St John’s 
Gospel as given to us at the end of the twentieth chapter. That 
Gospel was written that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
son of the living God. This, as we read in today’s Gospel passage, is 
exactly the faith which Martha professed before our Lord. 

But of course the faith and love of Martha serves to glorify 
Christ. Anything he asks of God, God will grant, she tells him. Your 
brother will rise again, he tells her. Yes, I know he will rise at the 
last day, she replies. Our Lord in simple terms then makes claims 
that have never been made by any other person who has commanded 
the respect of the world. “ Jesus scad to her, I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die ” (John 11:19- 
27). To refer to himself calmly and explicitly as the resurrection and 
the life is to speak of himself as being divine. Only God is the 
source of life. We read in the Old Testament the great prophecy of 
the valley of bones — representing the House of Israel. The prophet 
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then sees the bones come back to life — a great army rises from the 
bones. It is the work of God giving life to the bones. He is raising 
the dead to life. Christ speaks of himself in the same terms. He 
raises the dead to life and he himself is life. What prophet spoke of 
himself in such terms? It is inconceivable that Moses, or Elijah, or 
Elisha, or Jeremiah or John the Baptist would have spoken in this 
fashion. Imagine Buddha or Mahomet saying such things? It would 
never have occurred to them to make such a claim. But Christ 
unhesitatingly did and this characterized the teaching of his public 
ministry. The leaders of the Jews were bent on destroying him 
because he made himself equal to God. Moreover, Christ not only 
claimed this but also gave to us the key enabling us to receive from 
him the inestimable benefits he came to give mankind. Those 
benefits we may sum up as “ abundant life ” — I have come that they 
may have life and have it in abundance. The key to receiving these 
inestimable blessings is faith in him. As he says to Martha, whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die. But the next question is 
crucial. He solemnly asks her, “Do you believe this?” Martha is our 
model in her reply: “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 

Let us look to Christ as the Lord and Master of our life. He is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. In him we have every heavenly 
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blessing. Martha in our Gospel passage today provides for us our 
constant example of faith. Her faith is unhesitating and it is 
objectively correct. She has grasped the fact and has believed totally. 
Let us listen to the Church in all her testimony and doctrine about 
Christ and receive it wholeheartedly, resolving to base our lives upon 
it. Therein lies the path to life eternal. 
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Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 17:5 In a resplendent cloud the Holy 

Spirit appeared. The Father's voice was heard: This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased. Listen to him. 

Collect O God, who in the glorious Transfiguration of your Only 
Begotten Son confirmed the mysteries of faith by the witness of the 
Fathers and wonderfully prefigured our full adoption to sonship, 
grant, we pray, to your servants, that, listening to the voice of your 
beloved Son, we may merit to become co-heirs with him. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 
Peter 1:16-19; Mark 9:2-10 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and 
led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he 
was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, 
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us 
put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah. (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then 
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a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the 
cloud: This is my Son, whom 1 love. Listen to him! Suddenly, when 
they looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except 
Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them 
orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, 
discussing what rising from the dead meant. (Mark 9:2-10) 

Listen to him! One of the many advantages of a broad 
education is that one is able thereby to put a thing in a wider context 
and notice its significance. If you have studied Shakespeare and 
appreciate his dramatic genius, you are in a better position to judge 
the significance and value of an ordinary work of drama. If you are 
familiar with the history of philosophy you are in a better position to 
judge the significance and value of philosophical positions that are 
evident in everyday conversation and life. If you are familiar with 
the religions of the world and their histories you are in a better 
position to judge a claim that, say, the founder of a particular religion 
is a true or even the supreme prophet of God. Let us take our Gospel 
scene today and attempt to put it into a broader context. Jesus takes 
with him the three whom years later St Paul will call “the pillars’'’ of 
the infant Church and leads them up a “ high mountain where they 
were all alone. There he was transfigured before them.'’'’ Surely one 
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is immediately reminded of that great event many centuries before 
when Moses went up the mountain of Sinai and was granted an 
encounter with Yahweh God. The people were left below and Moses 
went up alone. Jesus goes up not alone but takes with him those who 
represent the Church he was about to establish within his new 
covenant. Moses returned with a veil covering his face for it glowed 
because of the encounter. Christ’s whole person is transfigured. Our 
Gospel today from Mark speaks of his clothes becoming so white 
that it dazzled. One thinks of the sun. St Matthew tells us (17:2) that 
his very face “ shone like the sun." St Luke informs us that this 
happened while Christ prayed and that the appearance of his face 
changed (9:29). His face, then, displayed a special glory. No other 
figure of the Old Testament was suddenly seen by key witnesses to 
be shown in a glory comparable to this. What other figure in the 
history of religion was transfigured in similar fashion? Mahomet? 
Buddha? Obviously not. 

For the witnesses of this event it was absolutely unforgettable. 
In the Second Letter of St Peter of some decades later the inspired 
author refers to this event (2 Peter 1:17-18). The event had passed 
into the consciousness of the infant Church. Christ “received from 
God the Father honour and glory" on this occasion. We read that 
there came to Christ “ such a voice from the magnificent glory", and it 
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— this voice — declared, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased The witnesses to this, the Letter states (1:16), were 
witnesses to the very “ majesty ” of “our Lord Jesus Christ”. It was 
his majesty they saw being revealed. For all the drama and spectacle 
of the theophany of Mount Sinai some twelve hundred years before, 
Moses himself was not its focus. Yahweh God and his 
commandments were its focus. But here in our Gospel passage 
today, Jesus Christ is its focus. And there is more. The divine voice 
points to him as the very Son of God. This is my Son whom I love. 
This is the order of majesty that the disciples witness, and the voice 
from the cloud instructs all to listen to him. He is the Teacher of God 
to whom the world must listen. Moreover, the greatest figures of the 
Old Testament appear before him talking of his passing he will soon 
accomplish. Moses and Elijah — Moses representing the divine Law 
received on Sinai, and Elijah representing the prophetic tradition — 
both appear showing forth the central position occupied by Jesus 
Christ in the entire plan of God for the world. Jesus Christ, the 
marvel of mankind! Jesus Christ the gift of God to the world! And 
yet, his true glory being thus manifested we then see him returned to 
his human simplicity, in all his gracious ordinariness. “ Suddenly, 
when they looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except 
Jesus'’’’ (Mark 9:2-10). Christ now had the greatest of works to do. It 
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was to die for the salvation of the world. No one in all of history 
presumed to have such a mission. Christ was born in order to lay 
down his life so that the entire world would have the means of being 
free of its inexorable burden of sin. He was the Lamb through whom 
victory would come. 

Let us place ourselves in this scene among those privileged 
disciples and gaze on this wondrous man, our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
is the Son of the Father who now speaks. This is my Son whom I 
love. Listen to him! Let us listen to him, then, listening as one who 
intends to obey. If you love me, our Lord said, you will keep my 
commandments. Let us turn to Mary his mother, and listen again to 
her instruction to the steward at the wedding feast of Cana: “Do 
whatever he tells you.” Nothing could please the Father more than 
that we listen to Jesus and do whatever he tells us. 

-- 
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Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop (Australia, August 8) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34, 36, 40 Come, you blessed of my 

Father, says the Lord: I was sick, and you visited me. Amen, I say to 
you: whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren, you did it 
for me. 

Collect O God, source of all goodness, who have shown us in Saint 
Mary a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross, teach us, we 
pray, by her example to live the gospel in changing times and to 
respect and defend the human dignity of all in our land. Through our 
Lord. 

Scripture today : Judith 8:11-17,28-31; Colossians 3:12-17; 

Matthew 6:25-34 

Jesus said, Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. 
Is not life more important than food, and the body more important 
than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can 
add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? 
See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet / 
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like 
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one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which 
is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat? ’ or ‘What shall we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ 
For the pagans run after cdl these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and cdl these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (Matthew 6: 
25-34) 

Life eternal It is plain that the most fundamental blessing 
of all is life. To live is man’s basic desire, and the other things he 
desires are perceived by him as helping his life to flourish — be they 
wealth, influence and power, or the love and affection of others. He 
wants to live, and death is the ultimate tragedy. Death ceases to be a 
“tragedy” if he knows that at death, his life will become something 
far greater. If anything threatens our natural life, we take pains to 
meet that threat. If we learn that, unbeknown to ourselves, certain 
threats could arise, then we take steps to thwart that possibility by 
having regular tests, and we take other preventative measures. Life 
is the blessing of blessings, and the fuller the life the greater the 
blessing. As a matter of fact, God sees life as the greatest of 
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blessings too. For him the goal of our life is that it flourish, and this 
it does pre-eminently with the gift of eternal life. Of course, 
everything is lost if we lose eternal life. God has revealed the cause 
of death in the world, and has also shown how we can have eternal 
life. From the outset of his Gospel, St John introduces the blessing 
of life, and how it is the object of God’s saving plan in Christ. “A// 
that came to be had life in him, and that life was the light of men" 
(l;2-3). The burning question is, how are we to attain it? It is the 
highest aspiration of all to hope for a share in the divine life. To 
repeat, the question is, how are we to attain this? How can we 
possess a share in eternal life, a share, indeed, in the life of God. 
While of course we cannot be God, God has revealed that we can 
aspire to share in his life. We do so by grace and the work of God’s 
Spirit. But how is this to be done? How can we gain a share in the 
life of God not only hereafter, but here and now? Our Lord explains 
quite simply: we gain a share in the life of God by faith. This is 
remarkable, that God has deigned to give man this blessing virtually 
for the asking — if only he has faith, faith in the One whom he has 
sent to reveal him. “7 am the Resurrection and the Life," he said to 
Martha, ''‘'whoever believes in me even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
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this?” (John 11: 25-26). If we but believe in Jesus Christ, and act as 
God wants on the basis of this faith, life will be ours. 

This is the teaching of Jesus Christ, that with faith will come 
the gift of eternal life — faith, of course, understood as leading to 
baptism. But what is the connection between faith and the gift of 
eternal life? Why does the one follow the other? The connection is 
this. Faith involves recognition of who Jesus Christ is, and this 
recognition establishes the believer in a state of communion with 
Christ, and this communion involves a communion not only of love 
but of being or life. Without this recognition, one is not in 
communion with Jesus. One can gain this recognition through faith, 
and through the loss of faith one can lose this recognition — and 
with that, communion with Christ is similarly lost. The tragedy of 
Judas Iscariot illustrates this. He began with faith, and this we know 
because Christ chose him from among his disciples to be one of the 
Twelve. But he lost this faith, and a milestone in its loss is recorded 
in St John’s Gospel, chapter 6, when our Lord publicly announced 
the doctrine of the Eucharist. At this, many of our Lord’s disciples 
walked no more with him, and our Lord told the Twelve that one of 
them was a devil — John tells us that he was referring to Judas (John 
6:69-70). Judas was on the downward path of a loss of recognition 
of who Jesus Christ really was, and was placing himself out of all 
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communion with him, even though he continued physically to walk 
in his company. His loss of faith led to death. When the Apostles 
were told by witnesses that they had seen the Lord, they did not 
believe. When they saw, they recognized , they believed , and their 
total communion with him was restored. Now, belief in Jesus Christ 
involves a total trust in his Person and full acceptance of his 
teaching. This is part and parcel of the recognition of Jesus Christ by 
the one who believes in him. In our Gospel today (Matthew 6: 25- 
34), our Lord speaks of this trust. “ So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat? ’ or ‘What shall we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. ” Rather, “seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well?' 

St Mary MacKillop was outstanding in her faith, and therefore 
in her communion with Christ. Let us have the utmost appreciation 
for the gift of divine faith — that faith which is more than a common 
natural faith in what we can naturally see to be credible. The gift that 
comes from God inclines us to recognize Jesus to be what he has 
declared himself to be, and what the Church announces to her 
children and to each age about him. Our gift of faith, received from 
on high at our baptism, disposes us to believe in Jesus Christ, to 
recognize him, to trust him fully, and, by our recognition of him, to 
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attain communion with him. By the power of grace this gives us a 
share in the divine life. This life is indestructible. It is life eternal, 
life forever, life in God. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Lawrence, deacon and martyr (August 
10 ) 

St Lawrence: (3rd century) Roman deacon, he died four days 
after Pope Sixtus II, during the persecution of Valerian. Arrested by 
the prefect and called on to deliver up the property of the Church, his 
answer was to point to a crowd of poor people. "Here are the 
treasures of the Church," he said. He was roasted to death on a 
gridiron. 

Entrance Antiphon This is the blessed Lawrence, who gave himself 
up for the treasure of the Church: for this he earned the suffering of 
martyrdom to ascend with joy to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Collect O God, giver of that ardour of love for you by which Saint 
Lawrence was outstandingly faithful in service and glorious in 
martyrdom, grant that we may love what he loved and put into 
practice what he taught. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Psalm 112:1-2, 5-9; 

John 12:24-26 
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I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains only a single grain. But if it dies, it produces 
much fruit. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man 
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
senses me must follow me; and where I am, my serx’ant cdso will be. 
My Father will honour the one who serx’es me. (John 12:24-26) 

Dying with Christ I make a passing observation. It is that 
the bent of our Lord’s human intellect seems to have been towards 
analogies rather than, say, philosophical abstraction. Compare the 
character of his discourses with those of, say, a Greek philosopher. 
Our Lord characteristically used images, examples, comparisons 
drawn from life and the world. He likes to point to the many patterns 
in the world and, in showing their similarity to patterns in religion, 
explains his doctrine. His teaching abounds in stories and parables 
which of course makes his teaching accessible both to the common 
man and to the savant. In this he is typically Jewish and in the line of 
Rabbinic teaching. For example, take the image our Lord employs in 
our Gospel passage today. “7 tell you the truth, unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain. 
But if it dies, it produces much fruit.” Our Lord points to a pattern in 
nature with which all are familiar: the grain of wheat passing away 
and then budding anew in much fruit. Our Lord uses this very 
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natural feature of the world as an analogy or likeness of something 
far more significant, which is the generosity which must mark the 
life of the Christian. His life must be like the grain of wheat that 
“'falls in to the ground and dies.” The analogy illustrates the dying to 
self of the genuine Christian and his rising to a new life in Christ. 
We see what happens when the grain of wheat dies. So too we can 
expect that much fruit will be borne if we die to self in our following 
of Christ. The analogy serves as an illustration and as a kind of 
proof. I have often thought that this teaching is also a key to 
understanding the meaning of this pattern we see everywhere in 
nature. Life is taken away and other things benefit. One living thing 
is preyed upon by another and the fruit of this is that the cycle of life 
continues. It is a reflection of a marvellous law in nature that itself 
comes forth from the heart of God, the meaning of which is that 
whatever exists is called to give up itself for the other. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord gives us the key not only 
to seeing much fruit come forth from our efforts, but good fruit, fruit 
that will bring eternal life, fruit that will please God. A great artist 
spends his talents ephemerally and conducts his private life in a 
manner that constitutes what in many respects the Gospel calls 
scandal. He achieves “much fruit,” but it is not what pleases God. 
That is to say, there is a critically important element in our Lord’s 
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use of his analogy, and it is his reference to his own example. 
“ Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant 
also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me ” (John 
12:24-26). In other words, it is our Lord’s own example that is the 
reference point for understanding the analogy of the grain of wheat 
that dies. Much good fmit will come from dying, provided that in 
our dying, we die with Christ. This is important for the fact is that 
many in history and in the experience of the common man sacrifice 
themselves utterly for their ideals. They lay down their lives for their 
goals and very often as a result of this great sacrifice of themselves 
their goals are indeed achieved. The question is, though, in what 
spirit did they do this, and what was the moral value of the goal for 
which they sacrificed themselves. Indeed, great harm can come from 
great self-sacrifice. The suicide bomber sacrifices his life and 
numerous innocent people are blown to pieces. Further, the bomber 
has “followed his own conscience”. It is not sufficient merely to 
imitate the grain of wheat that dies. Nor is it sufficient for “much 
fruit” (so-called) to come forth from this self-sacrifice. The question 
remains, in what spirit did I do this, and what exactly was my goal? 
For it to be the truly good fruit which God wishes to see come forth 
from my life I must follow Christ in his self-sacrifice. Where I am, 
he says, my servant will also be. My Father will honour the one who 


- 2239 - 



serves me. We must work hard for our goals in life, even to the point 
of self-sacrifice. But this is only if our goals are in accord with the 
will of God, and pursued in union with Christ. Let this mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus , St Paul writes. 

Christ is the key to understanding the very course and 
constitution of the world. The love he showed is the revelation of the 
Father, and his love is the revelation of the true meaning of all life 
and creation. The works of God, when we have the key to it, reflect 
the teaching and example of Christ who is the master Teacher of 
mankind. On the mountain the voice of the Father was heard: This is 
my Son whom I love. Listen to him. He sacrificed himself for us. 
As St Paul writes, Christ loved me and gave himself for me. Let us 
resolve to follow in his footsteps, then! 

-- 
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Vigil of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary (August 14) 

This feast has been celebrated in the liturgy of the Eastern rites 
since the sixth century, and in Rome since the seventh century. On 
November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the dogma of the 
Assumption. He solemnly proclaimed that the belief that the Blessed 
Virgin was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven at the 
end of her life really forms part of the deposit of faith, received from 
the apostles. This feast confirms us in the theological virtue of hope, 
whereby we seek our sanctification and that of others in the midst of 
our ordinary duties. At the same time, we are encouraged to look 
toward our goal in heaven. 

Entrance Antiphon Glorious things are spoken of you, O Mary, 
who today were exalted above the choirs of Angels into eternal 
triumph with Christ. 

Collect O God, who, looking on the lowliness of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, raised her to this grace, that your Only Begotten Son 
was born of her according to the flesh and that she was crowned this 
day with surpassing glory, grant through her prayers, that, saved by 
the mystery of your redemption, we may merit to be exalted by you 
on high. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
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reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Chronicles 15: 3-4.15-16; 16:1-2; Psalm 131; 

1 Corinthians 15: 34-37; Luke 11: 27-28 

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called 
out, Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you. He 
replied, Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey 
it. (Luke 11: 27-28) 

Mary It is helpful to notice the use of the word “ blessed ” in 
the Gospel of St Luke. In our Gospel passage today, the word recurs 
in each of the two verses. A woman in the crowd speaks of one who 
is blessed , and our Lord in reply himself speaks of those who are 
blessed. So important is the word that in St Matthew, the Sermon on 
the Mount begins with a statement of those who are “ blessed ” or 
“fortunate” (Greek: makarios) (Vulgate Latin: beatus). They are 
those who enjoy the blessings of life in the Kingdom, which, of 
course, is ultimately none other than union with Christ. St Luke 
who, for the term “kingdom of heaven” uses the expression 
“kingdom of God” and from whose Gospel our passage today is 
drawn, also gives a version of the “beatitudes” (Luke 6:20-26). 
“Blessed ” are the poor, for instance, because yours is the kingdom of 
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God. “ Blessed ” also are you who are hungry, you who weep now, 
you when people hate you on account of the Son of Man. True 
blessedness consists not simply in being rich in this world, but in 
being rich in “the kingdom of God.” As a matter of fact, the word 
makarios is used just slightly more in Luke than in Matthew, whose 
main use of it is for the Beatitudes. In St Matthew, our Lord does 
use it, importantly, also of Simon Peter who is “ blessed ” for having 
the faith to recognize and profess him as the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God (Matthew 16:17). So also “the disciples” (as distinct 
from “the crowds”) are “blessed,” for they see and hear Jesus Christ 
with the understanding of the heart (Matthew 13: 15-16). But our 
passage today is taken from the Gospel of St Luke. Who, then, in 
Luke’s Gospel, is “blessed”! In St Luke’s Gospel is there any living 
individual pointed to as being “blessed”! The “disciples” who see 
what they see — namely, Christ — are “ blessed ” (Luke 10:23-24). 
But the first use of the word in the Gospel of St Luke is for Mary the 
mother of the Lord. Elizabeth, speaking as one filled with the Holy 
Spirit (Luke 1: 41), proclaims Mary as “blessed” (makaria — beata ) 
for having believed that the word of the Lord would be fulfilled 
(1:45). In his public ministry, Christ continually asked for faith in 
his word. Mary was the “servant of the Lord” who accepted and 
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obeyed the word of the Lord (Luke 1:38). Accordingly, as Elizabeth 
said, she is the “ blessed ” one. 

When Elizabeth proclaims Mary as “blessed” it is important to 
note this point about Mary’s obedient faith. She is “blessed” for 
having believed in the word of the Lord (Luke 1: 42-45). When we 
turn to our Gospel passage today from Luke, we notice that when the 
woman in the crowd sings the praises of the mother of Jesus — 
“ blessed ” (makaria ) is the one who bore you and who nursed you, 
our Lord corrects the proclamation. “ Blessed rather/indeed the ones 
who hear and keep the word of God” (Luke 11: 28). His own mother 
is among those who hear the word of God and keep it — reminding 
the reader of the Gospel that Mary the Mother of our Saviour is a 
member of the Church, one of us. She is among those who are 
“blessed ” for having heard the word of God and kept it. Luke, who 
had shown the Holy Spirit proclaiming (through the mouth of 
Elizabeth) the blessedness of Mary for having believed, here situates 
her within the community of disciples of Jesus Christ. So then, she is 
their pre-eminent and faultless member, and her first and foremost 
claim to blessedness is her obedient faith. She shows the Church the 
way of holiness, as the Church’s foremost disciple and exemplar of 
faith. She, as the Angel had said to her, is full of grace, and the Lord 
is with her in every sense (Luke 1:28). Mary enjoyed the stupendous 
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gift of being Mother of the Son of God made man, together with the 
gift of unsullied holiness from the first instant of her conception. But 
on her part, she was especially “ blessed ” for having heard the word 
of God and put it into practice with the utmost fidelity. Placing 
together the testimony of Elizabeth and the word of Christ in our 
passage today (Luke 11: 27-28), it is especially Mary’s personal 
fidelity which shines through in Scripture. She was sinless because 
never failing in her obedient faith. Being sinless by the gift of divine 
grace and by her own total co-operation, she was preserved from the 
cormption and ravages of death. Assumed glorious into heaven body 
and soul, she took her place as the Queen-mother, mother of Christ 
and mother of the Church. She is our perfect mother, the new Eve, 
mother of all the living. 

Blessed mother! Christ wishes us to address our heavenly 
Father, the ineffable Father, as Abba! Father, dear Father! How 
confidently ought we address our heavenly Mother, then! Let us use 
the titles accorded her by holy Scripture: Hail Mary! Full of grace, 
the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb. Let us repeat these praises often, daily. Let 
us pray to her for her help — she is the help of Christians. Holy 
Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death. It must be pleasing to God to love her dearly. 
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The Assumption of the Virgin Mary (August 15) 

This feast has been celebrated in the liturgy of the Eastern rites 

since the sixth century, and in Rome since the seventh century. On 
November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the dogma of the 
Assumption. He solemnly proclaimed that the belief that the Blessed 
Virgin was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven at the 
end of her life really forms part of the deposit of faith, received from 
the apostles. This feast confirms us in the theological virtue of hope, 
whereby we seek our sanctification and that of others in the midst of 
our ordinary duties. At the same time, we are encouraged to look 
toward our goal in heaven. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 12: 1 A great sign appeared in heaven: 
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her feet, and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Or: Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in 

honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the Angels rejoice 
and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who assumed the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of your Son, body and soul into heavenly 
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glory, grant, we pray, that, always attentive to the things that are 
above, we may merit to be sharers of her glory. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Rev 11:19a; 12: l-6a, lOab; Psalm 45:10-12, 16; 

1 Corinthians 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 
country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 
in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud 
voice she exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the child you will bear! But why am 1 so favoured, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she 
who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished! And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the 
humble state of his servant. From now on cdl generations will call 
me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me- holy is 
his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation 
to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 
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scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has 
brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away 
empty. He has helped his serx’ant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he said to our 
fathers. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 
returned home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

True heroism During the first half of the twentieth century 
the popular comic-strip characters Tarzan, Superman, The Phantom, 
Batman had great appeal. They were modem mythical characters, 
imaginary heroes, we might say. The hero has always had an 
important place in culture ever since Ulysses in Homer’s great epics 
the Odyssey and the Illiad. In the early nineteenth century the 
German philosopher Hegel gave a central role to the “hero” in a 
society’s culture. In 1841 Thomas Carlyle’s On Heroes and Hero 
Worship and the Heroic in History (a collection of six lectures given 
in 1840) also gave a key function to heroes and great men in history. 
He accorded to them a decisive influence in history. By contrast, 
later in the same decade Marx published his Das Kapital (1848) and 
he placed the emphasis not on heroes but on massive social forces, 
especially the class struggle. Carlyle, while seeing the hero as 
fundamental in history, insisted that the hero will be flawed. His 
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heroism lies in his creative energy in the face of difficulties, not in 
his moral perfection. For instance, Carlyle saw Napoleon Bonaparte 
as being among his pantheon of heroes, but Napoleon was in so 
many respects a ruthless killer. In his stormy meeting with 
Mettemich on June 26, 1813 Bonaparte threatened the Austrian with 
his armies, shouting that “a man such as I am cares little for the life 
of a million men.” Carlyle’s image of the hero excludes heroism 
from the ordinary man who lacks obvious influence. Moreover, it 
fails to place moral excellence at its centre. But ah! such is not the 
teaching of the greatest of heroes, Jesus Christ. As Christ taught, the 
hero is, rather, the one who strives for moral perfection and in a 
measure attains it. The truest hero is the saint , however obscure he 
may be. Be you perfect, he teaches, as my heavenly Father is 
perfect! Matt Talbot, reformed alcoholic who died with a mere 
handful present at his funeral, was a hero because a saint. His battle 
was against sin and by God’s grace he won. He was a hero in the 
most important struggle of all, the one facing everyone and all 
humanity, the struggle for holiness. 

Now, apart from Christ himself, who was the greatest of heroes 
because the greatest of saints? It was his own mother, the virgin 
Mary. She was humanity’s most gifted individual in the order of 
grace and she was humanity’s most virtuous in the order of fidelity to 
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grace. We read in the Gospel of St Luke that the Angel Gabriel 
stood before Mary and with profound respect and joy addressed her 
as one full of grace, most highly favoured by God. The Lord was 
with her. There was nothing about her that was separated from the 
Lord. Gabriel stood before her as the emissary of the Lord to ask her 
agreement with the greatest step God was about to take, to become 
man. She was to be his mother. That was the plan of God and, 
virgin as she was and would ever be, she totally assented to the 
divine will. Be it unto me as you have said, she replied. Her heroism 
consisted in her absolute faith and obedience. Humble, lowly, 
obscure, ordinary in her course, she was the hero of the ages in the 
sight of God, and unbeknown to the world, was the actor that turned 
the tide. Through her the Redeemer entered the world, the Redeemer 
who defeated the Enemy. As we read in today’s Gospel (Luke 1:39- 
56), she was blessed among women and blessed is the fruit of her 
womb. Anyone is honoured to have the mother of the Lord come to 
visit. Let us pray that this great Mother will come to us and be with 
us as we seek to pursue the same path of holiness that she trod to 
perfection, a path requiring a heroism of every day amid the ordinary 
duties of life. From the cross Christ gave to us a Mother — behold 
your mother, he said to his beloved disciple. Behold your son, he 
told his mother. Ever since that gift, the Church and her children 
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have had a wondrous mother, a true hero for their help. She is the 
one who, after Christ, we can admire and love most. By her example 
and her motherly intercession before God she can help us to follow 
Christ along the path of heroism, a heroism that is obscure, hidden, 
yet attainable for the ordinary man and woman by the power of 
grace. It is grace that enables us to be heroes in the moral order. 

Today we think of God taking up into heaven the earthly 
mother of his divine Son our Lord Jesus Christ. At the end of her 
mortal life, Mary the mother of the Lord was taken body and soul 
into heaven to share in the glory of her risen son. This was the direct 
upshot of her utterly sinless life. No sin ever touched her, from the 
first moment of her conception to the last moment of her life. What a 
wonder! What a hero is our heavenly Mother! What a wondrous 
reflection of her divine son! She did this by cooperating with the all- 
powerful grace of God. We are sinners all, but we have the calling to 
be transformed by grace into the likeness of Christ. Let us act on 
this, then! 
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Saint Bartholomew, Apostle (August 24) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95):2-3 Proclaim the salvation of 

God day by day; tell among the nations his glory. 

Collect Strengthen in us, O Lord, the faith, by which the blessed 
Apostle Bartholomew clung wholeheartedly to your Son, and grant 
that through the help of his prayers your Church may become for all 
the nations the sacrament of salvation. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revelation 21:9b-14; Psalm 145:10-13, 17-18; 

John 1:45-51 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, We have found the one 
Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also 
wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. Nazareth! Can 
anything good come from there? Nathanael asked. Come and see, 
said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, 
Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false. How do you 
know me? Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, I saw you while you 
were still under the fig-tree before Philip ccdled you. Then 
Nathanael declared, Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King 
of Israel. Jesus scad, You believe because I told you I saw you under 
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the fig-tree. You shall see greater things than that. He then added, I 
tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man. (John 1:45-51) 

The path of faith One of the notable features of the public 
ministry of Jesus Christ is that, once John the Baptist’s testimony 
was heard, it does not seem to have been difficult to discern that 
Jesus was the Messiah. In the Gospel of St John, from which our 
Gospel passage today is drawn, we read that as he watched Jesus 
walk by, John the Baptist said, “ There is the Lamb of Gocl!" Two of 
John’s disciples were with him when he said this, and thereupon they 
followed Jesus. Jesus turned and invited them to come with him to 
where he was staying, which they did. They came away from that 
meeting absolutely convinced he was the Messiah. One of the two 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. We read that “the first thing he 
did was seek out and tell his brother Simon, ‘We have found the 
Messiah He brought him to Jesus, and the implication of the text is 
that Simon too became absolutely convinced that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Another remarkable instance of this is one which is 
mentioned merely in passing in the Gospel of John. It is the call of 
Philip (1:43). We simply read that “ the next day he ... came upon 
Philip. ‘Follow me, ’ Jesus said to him." That is all. Today’s Gospel 
passage implies that Philip quickly attained faith in Jesus as Messiah. 
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We read that “Philip found Nathanael and told him, We have found 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets 
also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph ” (1:45). Like 
Andrew, Philip was also apostolic: he immediately brought others to 
this faith. He invited Nathanael to “ Come and see.” Encountering 
Jesus and hearing from him that he had seen him “ under the fig tree,” 
Nathanael for his part attained a remarkable faith in a matter of 
moments. “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel” (1:49). It is clear that the figure and person of Jesus, from an 
objective point of view, is absolutely persuasive. Further, the person 
of Jesus is accompanied by the divinely-granted evidences in his 
favour. Faith in Jesus Christ is not difficult to attain, if one is open. 

But it is also clear from the Gospels that these same disciples 
who had discovered Jesus so quickly had a long way to go. They 
required a divine purification in both commitment and 
understanding. Their conceptions of the mission of the Messiah had 
in them much that was purely human. We read that on one occasion 
the mother of James and John approached Jesus with her sons to ask 
of him a favour. She and they wanted for them the top places — to 
his right and to his left — in his kingdom. They were getting in with 
this request before the others, and the others were angry with them 
for doing so. They were all very limited in their understanding of the 
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kingdom of God. Christ had to instruct them repeatedly and at 
length, and it was only after he had risen from the dead that the place 
of his sufferings in his messianic mission dawned on them. Even 
then, we read in the Acts of the Apostles (1:6), they expected a 
temporal and political liberation. Their commitment to our Lord also 
had to be purified, passing through the sight of his being abandoned 
by many of his disciples (John 6:66), his being attacked and rejected 
by the religious leaders, and then the devastation of his passion and 
death. One of their number failed and turned away. He was called 
as were the others, and we must presume he began convinced, like 
the others, that Jesus was the Messiah. He too had to be purified in 
understanding and commitment, but, unwilling, he gradually turned 
from Christ. Nor do I see that this failure was impossible for others 
among them. At the Last Supper, Christ told Peter that Satan had 
sought to put him through a severe test, but that he had prayed for 
him, and that after his coming fall he would turn back and strengthen 
his brothers. All this is to say that, though in the plan of God faith in 
Jesus is not difficult to attain, much distance has still to be traversed 
during life. This same faith, a gift from heaven that is freely given, 
God himself must purify for it to attain its end. It is one thing to 
begin with Jesus. It is a further thing to go with him faithfully to the 
very end. 


- 2256 - 



Our Lord’s words to Nathanael are instructive. ‘Tom believe 
because I told you I saw you under the fig-tree. You shall see greater 
things than that ” (John 1:45-51). Nathanael has a great faith, but, as 
we would put it colloquially, much water has yet to pass under the 
bridge. Nathanael will see grander things yet. He will see much 
which will purify and test his faith, and once purified and tested, will 
take him with Jesus along the path of suffering to glory. For our 
part, let us every day proceed with ever-growing generosity along the 
path of faith in Jesus Christ. 
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The Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist (August 29) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118):46-47 I spoke, O Lord, of your 

decrees before kings, and was not confounded; I pondered your 
commands and loved them greatly. 

Collect O God, who willed that Saint John the Baptist should go 
ahead of your Son both in his birth and in his death, grant that, as he 
died a Martyr for truth and justice, we, too, may fight hard for the 
confession of what you teach. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1:17-19; Psalm70; Mark6:17-29 

Herod gave orders to have John arrested, and he had him 
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip's wife, whom he had married. For John had been 
saying to Herod, It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife. 
So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. 
But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and protected 
him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod 
heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. 
Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a 
banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the 
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leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to 
the girl, Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you. And he 
promised her with an oath, Whatever you ask I will give you, up to 
half my kingdom. She went out and said to her mother, What shall I 
ask for? The head of John the Baptist, she answered. At once the girl 
hurried in to the king with the request: I want you to give me right 
now the head of John the Baptist on a platter. The king was greatly 
distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not 
want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an executioner with 
orders to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the 
prison, and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to 
the girl, and she gave it to her mother. On hearing of this, John's 
disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:17- 
29) 


The martyr There is a well-used phrase, “a martyr for the 
cause.” Today, the term is most commonly used to describe an 
individual who sacrifices his or her life in order to further some 
cause or belief. A person is killed while engaged in terrorist actions 
which are perpetrated in order to further a religion or religious 
regime. He is acclaimed a martyr by his co-religionists, and is 
deemed to have gone to paradise to enjoy the fruits of his sacrifice. 
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The status of “martyr” inspires other terrorists to engage in suicide 
bombings bringing death and mayhem to civilians. Thus is the word 
“martyr” brought into opprobrium. Originally the Greek term martys 
signified a “witness” called to testify in legal proceedings. This 
process was not intended to lead to the death of the witness, although 
Josephus tells us that witnesses, especially of the lower classes, were 
at times tortured before being interrogated as a means of forcing 
them to disclose the truth. In fact, torture as a forensic proceeding to 
force legal disclosures has often occurred in history. For instance, 
Catholic priests have been tortured in order to reveal what was 
disclosed during the Sacrament of Penance. In revealed religion — 
the Judaeo and Christian religions — the martyr is one who bears 
witness to revealed truth, generally by the giving of his life. In the 
Christian religion the prototype of all martyrdom is Jesus Christ. He 
is the martyr par excellence , the one who bore witness unto death to 
the truth which, as Son of God made man, he came to reveal. He 
himself defined the meaning of his life and mission in terms of this 
mission of bearing witness. We read in the Gospel of St John a 
precious account of Christ’s interchange with Pilate, an account 
which John the author undoubtedly obtained from direct witnesses. 
It is intriguing to consider how this information may have been 
gained. John himself was, we read, “known to the high priest, and 
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entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest ” — and Peter had 
to stand “ at the door outside ” (John 18:15-16). There are scholars 
who have argued that John himself may have been of a priestly 
family. John would have seen many of the proceedings of Christ’s 
Passion which he reports, but he may have been told of other 
proceedings by eye-witnesses who were close to him. For instance, 
Nicodemus, a secret disciple and presumably close to John, was one 
of the leaders of the Jews. 

Presumably he heard of the dialogue between Pilate and Jesus 
from a witness. Be that as it may, we read that before Pilate, Jesus 
defined his mission in terms of bearing witness to the truth — “7 
have been born for this and for this I came into the world, that I 
might witness (martureso) to the truth ” (John 18:37). He had come 
into the world precisely for martyrdom. Our Lord had defined 
discipleship in terms of following him in his course. Anyone who 
wishes to be my disciple must deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow in my footsteps (Mark 8:34). The taking up of one’s cross is 
repeated in Matthew 18.38, and again in Luke 9:23. The Christian is 
to choose the cross as Christ chose it. The cross is the privileged 
means of bearing witness to the truth of Jesus and his teaching. 
Today we think of the martyrdom of John the Baptist. While John 
the Baptist did not bear witness to the truth of Jesus by actually dying 
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for Jesus, he did bear witness to revealed truth — in his case the truth 
of God’s law on marriage. In John’s case his whole life as a prophet 
was to bear witness to God’s truth and in a special way to the truth of 
Jesus. It is interesting to see that the first use of the word martyr or 
witness in the Gospel of St John — that Gospel which reports 
Christ’s definition of himself as a martyr (witness) — is in his 
Prologue, when he introduces the person of John the Baptist. Having 
presented the Word who was with God and who is God, and who is 
the life and light of men, he speaks of John. “ He came to witness (eis 
marturian) that he might witness (hina marturese) about the light” 
(1:7). John came to be a martyr, as did Jesus Christ. John came to 
bear witness to Jesus; Jesus came to bear witness to himself and to 
his teaching. Let us notice, too, the circumstances of John’s final act 
of witness, his death. It came suddenly and without warning. There 
was Herod’s birthday party. A girl danced, Herod was caught 
distressed by his own bravado, and John was summarily slain 
because of his defence of marriage (Mark 6:17-29). There was no 
warning, but John’s whole life to that point had been its preparation. 
We, too, are called by our whole lives to bear witness to Jesus and 
his teaching. 

Let us catch the baton and mn with it, running every day in the 
course that God in his providence has laid out before us. The run is 
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to attain personal sanctity and to bear witness to Jesus and his 
teaching. St Paul speaks of his running the race to the finish. We do 
not know how long our run will be — like that of John, ours might 
end suddenly. Let us be found at our employment! Our God-given 
employment is to live in union with Jesus doing the will of God 
every day, and bearing witness by our example and words and 
actions to the supreme martyr of all, Jesus. 

-- 
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Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Sept 8) 

Entrance Antiphon Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our 
God. 

Collect Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift of 
heavenly grace, that the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
may bring deeper peace to those for whom the birth of her Son was 
the dawning of salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 5: l-4a or Romans 8:28-30; Psalm 13:6; 

Matthew 1:18-23 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want 
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
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her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel — which means, God with us. 
(Matthew 1:18-23) 

Mary Many have read the book, Infidel (Free Press, 2007), 
by Ayaan Hirsi Ali. It is the story of her eventual abandonment of 
Islam. Born in Somalia, raised as a Muslim, this author came into 
prominence following the murder of Theo van Gogh in Holland by 
an Islamist who threatened she would be next. She came to reject 
Islam and embrace a Western atheism. In Infidel she also speaks of 
the production of the film Submission: Part One. The film, she 
writes, “is first and foremost about the relation of the individual with 
Allah. In Islam, unlike in Christianity and Judaism, the relationship 
of the individual to God is one of total submission, slave to master. 
To modernize Islam and to adapt it to contemporary ideals would 
require a dialogue with God, even disagreement with God’s rules..’’'’ 
She writes that “as an adult, I felt that liberation of Muslim women 
must be preceded by liberation of the mind from this rigid, dogmatic 
obedience to Allah’s dictates ” (p.313). The Western authors she read 
and which assisted her in her journey of rejection of the Qu’ran and 
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God’s Judgment and the Afterlife were Spinoza, Voltaire and the 
like. Let us prescind from a critique of the image of God instilled by 
Islam, and take Ayaan Hirsi Ali’s current and published position as 
being representative of modern positive atheism. Religion alienates. 
It stunts growth. It represses man’s freedom. It is the great obstacle 
to man’s flourishing. A flashpoint or locale of this is the modern 
woman: she cannot attain her potential if she submits to God. She 
must be free to decide for herself. Is not the model here akin to that 
of the original woman — Eve — who responded to the temptation 
insinuated in her mind by the Serpent? God knows that when you eat 
of this tree your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who 
know what is good and what is bad. The woman saw that the tree 
was good for food and for gaining wisdom, so she took and ate 
(Genesis 3:5-6). Liberation and fulfilment means liberation from 
God. That fundamental temptation at the beginning has pulsated 
throughout the generations. With good reason Cardinal Newman 
wrote that essentially religion is a matter of authority and obedience, 
but fully suffused with love. The One we are called to love is the 
One whom we must obey. 

Now, there is a model very different from Eve who was the 
mother of all the living (Genesis 3:20). That model is Mary, whose 
birth we celebrate today. The Church’s Tradition has always 
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presented her as the Woman par excellence, the one without fault or 
sin, the one who in consequence is the greatest creature before God. 
The Angel entered her presence, as we read in the Gospel of St Luke, 
and saluted her with words of the highest esteem. She was most 
highly favoured, full of grace. The Lord was with her , with her 
without any qualification or hesitation. She was wholly in God as if 
in heaven, while being immersed in life on earth. Her flourishing 
was unceasing, and nothing hampered this flourishing. She was most 
like God, and the key to this liberation and fulfilment was her 
profound obedience to God and faith in his word. She is the Beauty 
of our race, the excellent though wholly created reflection of God. 
Her Son, the Word made flesh, was the eternal image of the unseen 
God, and she was his perfect imitator and disciple — while being his 
mother nevertheless. Mary’s happiness and fulfilment consisted in 
loving obedience to the word of the Father. Behold the handmaid, 
the servant of the Lord, she responded to the Angel. Be it done unto 
me according to your word. On this basis, Mary the mother of Jesus 
flourished in a way and to a degree we cannot measure. Her soul 
streamed towards God day by day as she fulfilled to perfection — the 
perfection of loving obedience — the duties of every day. This is the 
model whom our author mentioned above ought to have 
contemplated. Mary’s duties in life unfolded in accord with her 
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mission of being the mother of the Messiah. “ Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins ” (Matthew 1:18-23). Mary is mother and 
model of all the living, the new Eve, the one who shows what it is to 
submit to God. 

Hail Mary! Your birth was a new dawn for mankind. It led to 
the coming of the Redeemer. Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is 
with you. Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. Let us pray this prayer often — 
indeed, every day. 
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Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14) 

The Triumph of the Cross The public veneration of the Holy 

Cross dates from the fourth century. Today the Church 
commemorates the rescue of the true Cross of Christ by Emperor 
Heraclius in a victory over the Persians. The Church sings the 
triumph of the Cross, the instrument of our salvation. In order to 
follow Christ, the Christian must take up his cross and become 
obedient with Christ, who was obedient to death, death on a Cross. 
We are identified with Christ on the Cross. We become co¬ 
redeemers, sharing in Christ’s Cross 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6:14 We should glory in the Cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, 
through whom we are saved and delivered. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Only Begotten Son should 
undergo the Cross to save the human race, grant, we pray, that we, 
who have known his mystery on earth, may merit the grace of his 
redemption in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 78: lbc-2, 34-38; 

Phil 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, No-one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven — the Son of Man. Just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. (John 3:13-17) 

The Cross Two sisters grow up together in a remote 
farming property. It is a truly happy childhood for each. Their 
parents are good and religious, and a happy spirit pervades the family 
life. Their cousins live in the same rural valley and they go to the 
small school over the several years of their childhood and early 
adolescence. They ride their horses, they help with the farm, they 
fish, they visit the metropolis from time to time and stay with 
relatives. Theirs is a childhood which they will always recollect with 
happy feelings, an anchor for the future. The younger sister marries 
a man she happens to meet, and he is a military man. She leaves and 
lives out her married life in the city. Her life becomes difficult 


- 2270 - 



because he is consistently inconsiderate. He worsens in his 
selfishness, especially as the children begin to arrive. In fact, the 
average woman would have regarded him as impossible. He is 
moody, unsettled, bad tempered, very difficult both for her and for 
the growing children. Her whole life — a long life — is full of cares 
and difficulties, but she is faithful to the last. Anyone would regard 
her as having had bad luck in life, a life with much disappointment. 
The cross loomed large over her. Her older sister also married and 
married well. Her husband was a professional man. He had his 
faults, of course, but he held down a good job, was a good and 
religious man, and supportive of his wife and caring of his children. 
She could only look on at her younger sister’s difficult marriage and 
admire her fidelity. She too had her crosses, of course, but not the 
special cross of a particularly difficult marriage. Now, what is to be 
made of all these difficulties? Are they just a sad lacuna in the story 
of a life? Is suffering and disappointment just a blot, a negative, 
something to be forgotten, something that is purely a spoiler? Let us 
go beyond this individual I am mentioning, and include the countless 
numbers of people whose course has been one of long travail and 
sadness. What are we to say of this? 

We have just been thinking of a certain picture, the picture of a 
difficult life. Let our minds pass to another picture, the picture of the 
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Man on the hill outside the city. The thud of the nails is heard and he 
is hoisted, nailed to the cross and positioned in full view of all (John 
3:13-17). There he hangs, his life at its end. Many are gazing on — 
the leaders sneering at him in contempt and exhilaration. A small 
group of women and a few others gaze on. Others too are watching. 
The sky is darkening. This is what it has come to! The man on the 
cross is full of physical and mental pain, but unseen is the far greater 
pain of a spiritual nature. He is bearing a burden of incalculable 
proportions — it is the sin of the entire world. What is the meaning 
of this despised end which is his? To the onlookers it was the 
saddest possible thing, an unspeakable devastation. But no. 
Unbeknown to the onlookers — with the exception of his most holy 
mother not far from him — his sufferings were turning the tide. The 
tide of sin, like the waters of the Red Sea, was being parted and man 
was being given a way through to God. The critical element that was 
at the heart of this cosmic drama, this drama of the duel with sin, was 
the Cross. According as the Cross was greater, so the fruit was 
greater. Suffering, if accepted in a spirit of obedience to God, was 
here revealed as redemptive. There was nothing more positive that 
Christ could have done for the world than to have died his 
ignominious death. The heart and soul of it was his obedience to his 
heavenly Father. Mysteriously, he was acting on our behalf. Every 
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person in the history of the world can say, he died for me! St Paul 
writes, Christ loved me and gave himself up for me. It was the 
highest point in the life of Jesus Christ, and it was the supreme 
moment in the history of the world. The Cross is on the hill — high 
up, we might say. All else, by comparison, is well below. Today we 
think of the one thing which was exalted above all else in history, the 
Cross of Christ. 

Today we celebrate the exaltation and the triumph of the Cross 
of Jesus Christ. Islam will have none of this — death by crucifixion 
could not have been possible for Jesus. But no — he died. Suffering 
— the suffering of God’s obedient servant — is revealed as being 
most, most positive in meaning. The seed falls into the ground and 
dies, and yields a harvest. So we must not fear suffering. We must 
go forward to meet it, but together with Christ and with his mind. If 
we suffer with Christ we shall reign with him. By his cross he 
triumphed. It is the path to victory for each of his disciples. 

-- 
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The Sorrows of Mary (September 15) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 2:34-35 Simeon said to Mary: Behold, 
this child is destined for the min and rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign of contradiction; and your own soul a sword will pierce. 

Collect O God, who willed that, when your Son was lifted high on 
the Cross, his Mother should stand close by and share his suffering, 
grant that your Church, participating with the Virgin Mary in the 
Passion of Christ, may merit a share in his Resurrection. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Psalm 101:lb-3ab, 5, 6; 

John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 

Jesus ’father and mother were amazed at what was said about 
him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted and you yourself a sword 
will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. ” 
(Luke 2:33-35) 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
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When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved he 
said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son. ” Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother. ” And from that hour the disciple 
took her into his home. (John 19:25-27) 

The Woman The last two decades of the twentieth century 
and the first of the present century could be regarded as a heyday of 
radical feminism. The figure of the woman has been contested and 
the issues of strength and influence have been pivotal. Many 
women, seeing strength and influence as lying in the possession of 
social power , have resented what they perceive to be their lack of 
power. Now, one feature of the feminist impulse is its bearing on 
religion. For instance, the Virgin Mary has been seen by some as not 
an appropriate role for the modern woman who must be allowed 
much greater social power. The Mary of Scripture and Church 
teaching is deemed to be passive and lacking in effective power. She 
is not the heroine who struggles and overcomes. This is not the 
moment to discuss modem feminism, but one may immediately 
observe that power is not necessarily influence, and there have been 
many who have never gained positions of power but who have had 
great strength and influence. But let us consider Mary the mother of 
Christ by first considering Christ. If we set the path of Christ 
alongside the paths of other great figures of history, what is 
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distinctive about Christ? With good reason most would say it was his 
Cross. The most — though not the only — distinctive thing about 
Christ’s life was his death on the Cross. He chose the Cross as the 
privileged means not only of bearing witness to his revelation, but as 
the principal means of fulfilling his redemptive mission. He was the 
man of incalculable suffering, a suffering that was the expiation for 
the sins of the world. His passion and death was his greatest work, 
and because of this he was, as man risen and in glory, raised above 
every other name and took his place at the right hand of the Father. 
He was the “hero” of all time, bearing on his shoulders the sins of all 
mankind. This was the greatest work ever done, the source of 
greatest fruit. When we think of Mary his mother, we ought think of 
her as sharing in this heroic work of Christ the only Redeemer. It 
required a massive strength of spirit. If we wish for the figure of a 
strong woman who did a very great work, Mary is that figure. But it 
meant untold suffering. 

One of the revolutionary features of Christ’s example and 
revelation was the central place given to the suffering of the one who 
obeys God. The suffering of the one who obeys God is redemptive 
and sanctifying. We do not see this in, say, Buddha or Mahomet. 
Buddha’s work was to find a way to freedom from suffering. 
Mahomet regarded the suffering and death of the Messiah as 
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impossible. Jesus could not, therefore, have died on the cross. But 
no. The distinctive feature about Christ’s mission was his suffering 
and death on the Cross, and it is the distinctive thing about his truest 
followers. If any man wishes to be my disciple , he told the crowds, 
let him take up his cross every day and follow in my footsteps. That 
is what Mary his mother did. Her life was a life of sorrows in her 
faith in God and obedience to his will. She was intimately associated 
with her divine Son in his redemptive work. Silently, full of love, 
and with immense power of mind and heart, she followed her Son. 
Everything that happened to him happened in spirit, to a point, to her. 
At the beginning of her Son’s course, the holy Simeon prophesied 
that her Son would be the centre of a great maelstrom of controversy 
and rejection, and that a sword would be thrust deep into her soul 
(Luke 2:33-35). It would be a martyrdom of spirit associating her 
with the Martyr par excellence, and calling forth the greatest reserves 
of strength imaginable. So there she stood, silently in the midst of a 
few companions on that forlorn hill outside Jerusalem. She was the 
Woman of Sorrows. Her adorable Son, the greatest of that and of all 
ages, hung nailed to a cross and drowning in the ocean of the world’s 
sin. He was, as the prophet foretold, being crushed for our sins. She 
too was being crushed (John 19:25-27), and just as he was the new 
Adam making things new, she was the new Eve sharing in his work 
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by her obedient sufferings. Mary the mother of Jesus teaches us that 
discipleship means sharing in the Cross of Jesus. It means doing the 
will of God in union with Jesus amid suffering. 

As we think of the Sorrows of Mary, let us hear the words of 
Christ addressed through the beloved disciple to each of us: There is 
your Mother! She is our model and mother in all that pertains to the 
following of Jesus Christ. Let us hear his words directed to his 
mother: There is your son! Mary looks on each of us as her child in 
Jesus Christ. She can teach us how to follow Jesus and how to 
accept the Cross as he did. If we do this, the fruit flowing from our 
life will be great indeed. 
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Feast of St Matthew, apostle and evangelist (Sept 21) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 28:19-20 Go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, who with untold mercy were pleased to choose as 
an Apostle Saint Matthew, the tax collector, grant that, sustained by 
his example and intercession, we may merit to hold firm in following 
you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalm 19:2-5; 

Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the tax collector’s booth. Follow me, he told him, and 
Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at 
Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with 
him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
‘sinners'? On hearing this, Jesus said, It is not the healthy who need 
a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: 7 desire 
mercy, not sacrifice. ’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners. (Matthew 9:9-13) 
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God’s choice Every one of the twelve Apostles is 

celebrated during the course of the Liturgical Year with a feast day, 
with the exception, of course, of the tragic Judas. His replacement, 
St Matthias, is celebrated on May 14. They, the Apostles, were the 
foundations of the Church, with Simon being the Rock. Theirs, then, 
was a calling of immense importance and till the end of time on into 
eternity they will be greatly honoured. But, apart from a few of them 
such as Peter, James and John, what do we know of their subsequent 
apostolic careers? We know far more about St Paul, an Apostle but 
not one of the Twelve, than any of the Twelve. Take our man today, 
Saint Matthew, apostle and evangelist, and let us ask what we know 
of his subsequent life and death despite his great importance in God’s 
plan. We know very little indeed. Fortunately St Matthew gives us 
the account of his call by Christ. He was an ordinary tax collector, 
with nothing to distinguish him even in that unhonoured calling. He 
was bom in his town or village, whatever it was, grew up and 
obtained his employment in the Roman administration. He must, 
though, have been a very good man in his heart and he must have 
already loved and revered Christ, for he responded immediately to 
Christ’s invitation to follow him. But otherwise he was just an 
ordinary tax collector with nothing about him to merit in any special 
way the attention of the greatest man in the world. Yet Christ, as he 
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passed along his way, stopped and invited him to follow him. It was 
the moment of a lifetime. It was the chance to become an intimate of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God become man. Whatever opportunities 
life might have brought to Matthew, nothing could compare with 
this, and Matthew knew it. He had received the unexpected blessing 
of being chosen personally by Jesus Christ to be his direct associate, 
companion and friend. Why was he granted this blessing? It was 
simply God’s free choice. Why was Judas chosen, for that matter? It 
was God’s free choice, so tragically and catastrophically squandered. 

The fundamental Fact of life is God’s loving choice. Were it 
not for this having been revealed, in all likelihood this would have 
been missed. There are too many things that happen in the world 
that give to too many people the impression that the world and life 
are just a conglomerate of coincidences. People are born into this or 
that family, whatever be its circumstances, seemingly by chance. 
They just happen to have this or that capacity and opportunity and, 
depending on whether they have it in them to make their way in an 
indifferent or even hostile world, they get on with the business of 
living. It is largely the luck of the game — or so it is often deemed. 
People do have a vague sense of a general Providence, but this is 
mixed up with the impression of a world that unfolds in accord with 
the forces ruling it. But no. Life is not just a cauldron of competing 
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pressures and interests, with the strongest getting to the top. 
Fundamentally life is a gift from God, a gift spoiled by sin. But the 
gift endures, and each person is the direct object of this divine 
generosity. The most ordinary and insignificant person needs to 
discover this for himself and be able to say, I live because God has 
chosen me. I continue to live and exist because God continues in his 
choice of me. In fact, as St Paul writes, from before the world began, 
God chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. The 
fundamental Fact of life is God’s loving choice. God likes me. He 
loves me. That is why I enjoy the gift of life and being. More still, 
this is why he has chosen me to be his personal friend in Christ. 
What Christ did to St Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13), he does to each of 
us according to our measure and particular vocation. He does not 
call me to be one of the Twelve, but by my baptism he has called me 
to be his friend and disciple. If I am not baptised he is calling me to 
be his friend and disciple, because he instructed the Twelve to go to 
the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. As head of his 
body the Church, Christ passes by each person and invites him to be 
his personal friend. As St Paul wrote in one of his Letters, Christ 
loved me and gave himself up for me. The facts of life are that God 
has chosen me, as he did Matthew. 
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Why did Christ call Matthew? It is something of a mystery. 
Why did God choose me, even to enjoy the blessing of existence? It 
is something of a mystery. Why does Christ invite me, as he did 
Matthew, to follow him, to love him and to be his friend day by day, 
and then enjoy the surpassing blessing of his friendship for ever 
hereafter? It is a mystery. But it is the fundamental Fact of life and 
it gives a divine meaning to everything. The foundation of 
everything is God’s loving choice. Let us appreciate this choice and 
understand that it is the treasure of all treasures, and let us, as it were, 
sell all we have to gain it. 
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Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
archangels (Sept 29) 

St. Michael (“Who is like God?”) is the archangel who fought 
Satan. He is the protector of all humanity and reminds us of the real 
existence of the devil and of demonic activity. For protection from 
the snares of the devil, it is good to have recourse to St. Michael. 

Gabriel (“Strength of God”) announced to Zechariah the birth 
of John the Baptist; and to Mary, the birth of Jesus. His greeting to 
the Virgin, “Hail, full of grace,” is one of the most familiar and 
frequent prayers of the Church. 

Raphael (“Medicine of God”) is the archangel who took care 
of Tobias on his journey. Every person on his or her pilgrimage 
through this life also has a guardian angel with a mission similar to 
that of Raphael. This feast is sometimes called “Michaelmas.” 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 103 (102):20 Bless the Lord, all you his 
angels, mighty in power, fulfilling his word, and heeding his voice. 

Collect O God, who dispose in marvellous order ministries both 
angelic and human, graciously grant that our life on earth may be 
defended by those who watch over us as they minister perpetually to 
you in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
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and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 12:7-12ab; 

Psalm 138:1-5; John 1:47-51 

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, Here 
is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false. How do you know 
me? Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, I saw you while you were 
still under the fig-tree before Philip called you. Then Nathanael 
declared, Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel. 
Jesus said, You believe because I told you I saw you under the 
fig-tree. You shall see greater things than that. He then added, I tell 
you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man. (John 1:47-51) 

The Archangels It is a common experience to be looking 
at something and yet not to see it. That is to say, because we are 
thinking of something else, or simply interested in something else 
even if we are not explicitly thinking of it, we do not notice what is 
before our very eyes. The same thing can happen in religion, and in 
particular in the understanding of revealed religion. There can be 
whole passages in the Scriptures which of course we are aware of but 
which we do not truly notice. We see and are aware of the text in 
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which our Lord formally tells Simon that he is the rock on which he 
will build his Church, and that he will give to him the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and that whatever he shall bind on earth will be 
considered as bound in heaven. But we do not notice the verse, and 
so it does not enter into our practical understanding of what Christ 
has revealed. Again, we are aware of the text in which the risen 
Jesus says to the Eleven that whoever’s sins they forgive, those sins 
are forgiven them. But we do not truly notice the verse and so it 
does not enter into our practical understanding of what Christ has 
revealed. All this is to say that basically we notice what we are 
interested in. If we are to live according to the religion Christ has 
revealed, we must strive to understand it as fully as possible. But if 
we are to understand it fully we must truly want to understand it fully 
— including those elements of it we are prone not to want to know 
and understand. Well then, let us notice — notice, and not simply be 
aware of — the Scriptural references to the Angels, and in particular 
the Angels who in Scripture are presented with a more than ordinary 
role. We even know their names. Just as God himself revealed his 
own name to Moses — I am who am — so the Scriptures reveal the 
names of certain Angels. I refer to Michael , referred to very 
explicitly in the book of Revelation. I refer to Raphael who features 
so prominently in the book of Tobit. I refer to Gabriel , who features 
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so prominently in the infancy narrative of St Luke. Their presence is 
obvious in the Scriptures, but we can fail to notice them. 

All this means that there is a great invisible world which is 
filled with life and activity, and which is — as here on earth — at the 
service of God or opposed to him. We are constantly reminded of 
the vastness of visible creation by what we ourselves see of the 
universe and by what is reported to us by the astronomers. Or 
consider the extent of the human family — I refer not merely to the 
living human family, but to all those who have gone before us and 
who are yet to come. All this visible reality is sustained by the 
infinite might of the one and only God. But what of the invisible 
creation? Every Sunday in the Nicene Creed we profess our faith in 
almighty God, creator of all things visible and invisible. The 
invisible world of the angels alone (that is, not including those of us 
who have died) may be greater than the human family. Christ refers 
to the angels, and in our Gospel today he speaks of them at the 
beginning of his public ministry in his first encounter with 
Nathanael. “/ tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man’’’ John 1: 
47-51). What is to be made of this? Well, firstly, we must advert to 
their very reality. Angels are real, and the Archangels whose names 
we actually know from Scripture especially remind us of their reality. 
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But then we must understand their mission. One of the curious 
phenomena of current popular culture is the belief of many in angels. 
In this I refer to many who have no special belief or interest in 
Christ. For such people the angels appear to have a role similar to 
the very minor gods of ancient and pagan peoples — they are spirits 
who intervene in various ways and for various purposes, but Christ 
and the work of redemption has nothing to do with it. This is a 
serious tangle in misunderstanding, for whenever we think of the 
angels we ought think of God’s work of creation and redemption. 
Just as man has the mission to collaborate in God’s creative and 
redeeming work, the Archangels of Scripture show that the angels in 
their fashion have this mission too, and they especially serve the 
redemption of man. 

The Christian Creed proclaims the communion of saints. It 
teaches that there is a profound communion existing between all 
those who are in Christ. Therefore there is a communion between 
each baptized and believing Christian and the Angels. We can pray 
to them and ask their prayers and protection under God. The 
Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are presented to us in 
Scripture as especially prominent friends and protectors of God’s 
chosen people, so let us cultivate our friendship with them in the 
Lord, and ask the aid of their prayers and help. 
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Second reflection: Apocalypse 12:7-12ab 


The Archangels As we pass through life it is of the utmost 
importance that we come to understand the ultimate issues, and 
identify what they are. Our life will derive its significance from what 
we choose and work for. The ultimate issue is the struggle between 
good and evil. It began in heaven itself. It appeared again at the 
dawn of human history when evil won a notable and most significant 
victory. It reached its climax in our Lord’s life when good won an 
overwhelming victory at his death and resurrection. It continues to 
be played out now and will continue to the end of time when, 
whatever be the victories of evil, good will triumph and evil will be 
conquered. Consider the opening round of this struggle in which the 
final victory was presaged. As we read in the Book of the 
Apocalypse, it began in heaven itself, the abode of God. We read 
that “war broke out in heaven, when Michael and his angels attacked 
the dragon. The dragon fought back with his angels but they were 
defeated and driven out of heaven.’’'’ 

Life is short and eternity long, so we must use every day to 
gain the victory. The Archangels are our friends by their example, 
by their prayers on our behalf before God, and by their active 
assistance over the course of our life. Let us make the choice they 
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made, calling on their help and their prayers, so that we may reign 
with them forever in heaven. 
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The Guardian Angels (October 2) 

Devotion to the angels began to develop with the birth of the 

monastic tradition. St. Benedict (July 11) gave it impetus and 
Bernard of Clairvaux (August 20), the great 12th-century reformer, 
was such an eloquent spokesman for the guardian angels that angelic 
devotion assumed its current form in his day. A feast in honour of 
the guardian angels was first observed in the 16th century. In 1615, 
Pope Paul V added it to the Roman calendar. Scripture is full of 
stories of Angels coming to help the patriarchs. St Peter was 
liberated from gaol by an Angel. Angels are God’s messengers who 
help us on our way to God. “May the angels lead you into paradise; 
may the martyrs come to welcome you and take you to the holy city, 
the new and eternal Jerusalem.” (Rite for Christian Burial ) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Dn 3:58 Angels of the Lord, bless the Lord, 
praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

Collect O God, who in your unfathomable providence are pleased to 
send your holy Angels to guard us, hear our supplication as we cry to 
you, that we may always be defended by their protection and rejoice 
eternally in their company. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Exodus 23: 20-23; Psalm 90; Matthew 18:1-5, 10 


At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven? He called a little child and had 
him stand among them. And he said: I tell you the truth, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever 
welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. See that 
you do not look down on one of these little ones. For / tell you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 
Matthew 18:1-5, 10) 

Guardian Angel There are many ways of looking at and 
interpreting human history. For instance, one obvious theme taken 
up by some thinkers is that of conflict. It is common experience that 
conflict characterises much of human life — be it the life of families, 
the life of communities, the life of nations, the life of the world. The 
German philosopher Hegel proposed conflict as the key to human 
history. He saw in history the recurring pattern of the existing 
situation or idea being challenged by its opposite, and the conflict 
resolving in a new situation or idea which then calls forth its 
opposite. Thus the pattern of conflict recurs. Karl Marx took up the 
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idea and in his work, Das Kapital (1848) applied it to history in his 
own way, seeing economic forces as fundamental. The ultimate 
resolution of the recurring conflict among classes of society was to 
be a classless society of the proletariat. The trouble with any idea 
that places some law or pattern at the heart of history is that the role 
of free persons can be lost sight of. Be that as it may, another way of 
looking at history is to consider it as the rise and fall of kingdoms 
and regimes. Indeed, this perspective appears prominently in Sacred 
Scripture. Consider the Book of Daniel in the Old Testament, and in 
particular his visions of the four kingdoms (chapter 7). One kingdom 
rises, then it falls under pressure of another kingdom. History 
culminates in the coming on the clouds of heaven One like a son of 
man. To him is given the everlasting kingdom. Consider the vision 
of the Ram and the He-Goat of chapter 8. It is a vision of human 
history and the rise and fall of kingdoms is central to the vision. 
Well then, as we think of many of the kings and the kingdoms of 
recorded history — say, Alexander the Great and his successors, 
Julius Caesar and Octavian and their successors, right through to say, 
Bonaparte, and the dictators of the twentieth century — what is it 
that marks the rule of so many (though not all, of course)? It is pride, 
self-exaltation and a large dose of cruelty. The desire to be great has 
driven much of history. 
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The Christian revelation has declared that the final and ultimate 
Kingdom has already arrived. It is now with us, though not apparent 
in its glory. The one whom Daniel predicted has come. To him has 
been given the kingdom that shall never end, and that kingdom is 
present in the Church which he founded. He, the king, is Jesus 
Christ, present in his body the Church, and is constantly accessible in 
and through his Church. But while the kingdoms and regimes of the 
world which rise and fall and come and go are driven by the desire to 
be great, the eternal King is marked by the opposite. Those in his 
kingdom are called to be humble. Let us listen once again to our 
Lord’s words: “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? He called a little child 
and had him stand among them. And he said: I tell you the truth, 
unless you change and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 
18:1-5, 10). The quest of life, then, for someone who a citizen of the 
eternal kingdom and who follows the eternal King is not power, 
self-exaltation and any domination over others, but Christ-like 
service and humility. His goal is to be like his King who came not to 
be served like the other kings of the earth but to serve and to give his 
life as a ransom for the many. Today, the memorial of the Guardian 
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Angels, we are reminded that we have heavenly friends to help us to 
be like our King and to promote his Kingdom. The Church teaches 
that God has assigned his angels to aid us in following Christ who is 
our King. We have an angel of heaven to guide and to guard us 
along our way of service and humility, building up the Kingdom of 
Christ and assisting in its triumph of love. Our Lord refers to our 
guardian angels in our Gospel text today: “ See that you do not look 
down on one of these little ones. For / tell you that their angels in 
heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven .” May I suggest 
that every day we pray to our guardian angel, asking for his aid in the 
great work of following the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Angel of God, my guardian dear! To whom God’s love commits 
me here! Ever this day be at my side, to light and to guard, to rule 
and to guide. Amen. We read in the Gospel that at the end of our 
Lord’s encounter with Satan in the wilderness on the threshold of his 
public ministry, the angels came and ministered to him. We also 
read that during his agony in the Garden at the threshold of his 
Passion, an angel came to our Lord to comfort and support him. We 
have, each of us, an angel to enlighten, guard, rule and guide us. Let 
us make of him our friend and use him to help us on the way of the 
King. 
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St. Luke the Evangelist (October 18) 

St Luke was A physician from Antioch, he converted to 
Christianity and accompanied Paul on two of his journeys. The 
author of both the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, Luke 
devotes attention to Christ’s birth and childhood as well as to the 
universality of the Redemption. 

Entrance Antiphon Is 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him who brings glad tidings of peace, bearing good news, 
announcing salvation! 

Collect Lord God, who chose Saint Luke to reveal by his preaching 
and writings the mystery of your love for the poor, grant that those 
who already glory in your name may persevere as one heart and one 
soul and that all nations may merit to see your salvation. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Psalm 145; Luke 10:1-9 

The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples whom he sent 
ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit. 
He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the labourers are few; 
so ask the master of the harvest to send out labourers for his harvest. 
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Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. 
Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and greet no one along 
the way. Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 
household. ’ If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on 
him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat 
and drink what is offered to you, for the labourer deserves payment. 
Do not move about from one house to another. Whatever town you 
enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the sick 
in it and say to them, 'The Kingdom of God is at hand for you. 
(Luke 10:1-9) 

The mission There are two features to be noticed in the 
history of God’s chosen people before the corning of Jesus Christ. 
The first is that the chosen people had a universal mission. This note 
is decisively struck in the Book of Genesis at the appearance of 
Abram and his call by God. “7 will make you a great nation ... All 
the tribes of the earth shall bless themselves because of you ” 
(Genesis 12:2-3). This promise that the chosen people, the children 
of Israel, would bear along with them a blessing for the world 
flickers here and there throughout the Old Testament, at times flaring 
out in the Prophets, such as in Isaiah. Somehow, salvation would 
come from the Jews. What this meant was, of course, disputed, but it 
was the Messiah who would bring this blessing not only to the 
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children of Israel, but to all the tribes of the earth. At the same time, 
the constant effort was to preserve Israel in the faith amid all its 
temptations to infidelity and amid all its reversals. The effect of this 
second feature seems to have been that the first, the universal 
mission, never really got off the ground in a serious way. The 
preoccupation of the prophets and of the religious leaders was to hold 
the people to the Law and to all that God had spoken. It was as if 
this was as much as could be hoped for in that dispensation. But 
things would change when the Messiah arrived. It was then that the 
world would know the difference. Now, among the many 
differences between Jesus and the prophets prior to him, including 
John the Baptist, was precisely this universal thrust. From the outset, 
Jesus Christ was engaged in a very missionary activity. He did not 
simply attract disciples — he sought them. Further, he drew his 
disciples not only into the acceptance of his teaching, but into an 
active participation in his mission to the whole of the House of Israel, 
particularly its lost and wandering sheep. Twelve were established 
as the future foundation, as it were, and were to be his special 
companions. They were apostles — his envoys. Follow me, he said 
to Simon and his companions, and I will make you fishers of men. It 
was a missionary business, and other disciples — 72 of them — were 


- 2299 - 



sent out, two by two. From the appearance of Jesus Christ, first 
Israel, then the world, was the great target of action. 

So it is that the “ Church ” which Christ built, and in which he 
lodged the “keys of the Kingdom of Heaven" (that Kingdom which he 
had so incessantly preached), was “catholic” (or universal) and 
“apostolic.” It was “apostolic” in that it was founded on the Apostles 
with Simon at their head and as the Rock, and in that it was 
enlivened by the missionary spirit of Christ and the Apostles. 
Importantly, it was universal (or “catholic”). It was not primarily a 
national Church, as the religion of the Jews had primarily been a 
religion of the children of Israel. It was “catholic,” universal. It 
possessed an inherent impulse (derived from the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, with Christ at her head) to take root everywhere, and to 
make disciples of all the nations. Christ’s parting command to his 
disciples was that they go to the whole world and make disciples of 
all the nations. The very first step taken by the infant Church — 
after it received the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost bringing it 
into birth — gave to it its universal character. That first step was the 
preaching of Simon Peter. As a result, a large number were baptized 
— the Acts of the Apostles tells us that some 3000 were added to 
their number (Acts 2: 41), and these were drawn from all over the 
known world (Acts 2: 8-12). That is to say, from the first, 
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immediately after its birth at Pentecost, the Church was catholic, 
universal. Its impulse was to take Christ not only to the House of 
Israel, but to the ends of the earth. The blessing promised in Genesis 
for all the tribes of the earth was now being brought to them by the 
Church Christ founded on the Apostles. These are some of the things 
we think of when we think of St Luke the Evangelist. Luke was not 
an Apostle, but was a member of the Church founded on the 
Apostles. He was not what we would now call a “bishop” — one 
with the fullness of the ministerial priesthood (like his companion 
Paul), nor was he a “presbyter” — a ministerial priest. He was a 
layman — a medical doctor, and as it turned out, an inspired writer. 
Luke’s Gospel has distinctive feature — one of the most obvious 
being his rich accounts of the infancy of Jesus Christ and his 
portrayal of the virgin Mary. All of this was part of the dedicated 
service he gave to the Church in its indefatigable mission. 

It is especially through his Gospel that St Luke will shape the 
Church till the end of the world. He was privileged to be an 
instrument of the Holy Spirit in his account of the birth, the 
childhood, the ministry, the Passion, the Death, the Resurrection and 
the Ascension of Jesus Christ our Lord. It is a beautiful Gospel that 
he has written. I would propose that St Luke could be regarded as a 
model Christian layman for the Church till the end of history. His 
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love for Jesus Christ and for his blessed Mother is manifest. Let us 
love and venerate this saint, and learn to imitate him. 

-- 
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Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles (October 28) 

Simon is usually called “the Zealot” (Lk 6:15), probably 

because he belonged to the Jewish party of the “Zealous of the Law.” 
Jude, also called Thaddeus or “Courageous,” is the disputed author 
of a short epistle in the New Testament. Tradition has it that they 
preached in Mesopotamia and Persia and there were martyred. 
Their names appear in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in 
his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory. 

Collect O God, who by the blessed Apostles have brought us to 
acknowledge your name, graciously grant, through the intercession 
of Saints Simon and Jude, that the Church may constantly grow by 
increase of the peoples who believe in you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 19:2-5; Luke 6:12-16 

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountain to pray, and 
spent the whole night praying to God. When morning came, he 
called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 
designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother 
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Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 
James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son 
of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. (Luke 6:12-16) 

Betrayal Our Gospel scene today is a momentous one in our 
Lord’s public ministry, which is already well in process and many 
disciples are following him. The implacable hostility of the scribes 
and Pharisees has begun and it will not abate up until our Lord is 
dead on the Cross. Our Lord could see the final upshot and he now 
takes a decisive step, the establishment of the Twelve from among 
his disciples. They will constitute the foundation of his Church, and 
a little later from among these Twelve he would appoint Simon to be 
the Rock on which the enduring structure would stand. The 
seriousness of this step is shown in the fact that, as we are told, 
“Jesus went out to a mountain to pray, and he spent the whole night 
in prayer to God.” He, divine Son of the Father, spent the whole 
night in prayer before taking this step. He was contemplating the 
Church his creation, and praying for its mission in the long history of 
the world. He was founding a dynasty, a Kingdom that would never 
end. He had before him those whom he was about to appoint as its 
foremost officers, its founding generals. He would be with them and 
with his Church to the end of the age. Bonaparte attempted to found 
an empire at the beginning of the nineteenth century that would 
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outshine all previous empires. Marching on Europe and 
overwhelming formidable enemies, he installed his family members 
on various European thrones. But as is the case with earthly 
kingdoms, it came to its end. In his particular case it was a rapid and 
ignoble ruin that left him and his family members with nothing. But 
Christ was establishing the Messianic Kingdom that would last 
forever and would at the end of time triumph in complete glory. He 
knew exactly what was best, and he could not make a mistake. As St 
John points out, he knew what was in a man. He knew his men, and 
he chose them with great care and decision, including our two saints 
of today, Simon and Jude.. 

Yet — we might wonder — he chose Judas ! I do not refer, of 
course, to Judas the son of James, whose feast we celebrate today. I 
refer to Judas Iscariot. Our Gospel passage tells us that “when 
morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of 
them, whom he also designated apostles: Simon (whom he named 
Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the 
Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a 
traitor” (Luke 6:12-16). Judas turned out so very badly. The 
inspired authors of the Gospels did not hesitate to include this 
seemingly embarrassing fact that one who lived in such intimacy 
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with Jesus, one who was chosen personally by our Lord himself, 
turned his back on his wondrous Master and betrayed him. Did Jesus 
of Nazareth make a serious mistake? Surely he could have chosen 
instead, say, Matthias, who would, after his ascension into heaven, 
replace Judas Iscariot as one of the Twelve. We read that Matthias 
was among the disciples who had been with our Lord from the 
baptism of John right to his ascension (Acts 1:21-22). Perhaps 
Matthias had been present among the disciples when from their 
number our Lord chose Judas Iscariot. Perhaps Judas had even been 
near Matthias at the moment of his being chosen. What an honour 
had come to Judas! Our Lord had made no mistake. Judas was the 
man intended by God from all eternity to be one of the Twelve. He 
could have been a great saint, with his day celebrated in the Church’s 
Liturgical Year till the end of the world — like his namesake Judas 
the son of James. But he opened his heart to Satan, he entertained 
temptations against faith, and Satan carried him off. Imagine the 
profound concern of Christ as he saw this happening! It is the 
mystery of sin and we must all of us take notice. St Paul writes in 
one of his Letters that we have been chosen by God from before the 
foundation of the world to be in Jesus Christ, holy and full of love in 
his sight. This is the deliberate choice by God of each of us. But we 
can fall away if we do not guard our hearts from sin. We can 


- 2306 - 



deliberately turn from Christ and, indeed, be damned forever. How 
is it that God can choose one who, in the event, himself chooses to 
reject his call? It is the mystery of God creating persons with free 
will and able to sin. 

On this day when we think of Saints Simon and Jude, apostles, 
let us ponder on the tragic significance of the mention of the other 
Judas in the inspired text. He was the traitor. On one occasion, two 
of the Twelve approached our Lord to ask for places at his right and 
his left in his Kingdom. Our Lord countered with a more 
fundamental question. Could they drink his cup? We can , they said. 
Our Lord proceeded to promise that they would drink his cup. But 
elsewhere (John 6:70) he describes Judas, whom he had deliberately 
chosen to be his special companion and collaborator. He was, he 
said, a devil. Let each of us take heed, and every day renew our 
stand with Jesus, affirming our choice for him and our renunciation 
of sin and Satan. 
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Feast of All Saints (November 1) 

Today we celebrate the feast of all the unknown saints who are 

now in heaven. The Church reminds us that sanctity is within 
everyone’s reach. Through the Communion of Saints we help one 
another achieve sanctity. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the 
feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose festival the Angels 
rejoice and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, by whose gift we venerate in one 
celebration the merits of all the Saints, bestow on us, we pray, 
through the prayers of so many intercessors, an abundance of the 
reconciliation with you for which we earnestly long. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; Psalm 24: lbc-6; 

1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:l-12a 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and 
sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, 
saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
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Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those 
who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven 
(Matthew 5:1-12a) 

All the saints I remember on one occasion I was in a 
church with many people praying there, and a person came in also to 
pray. I noticed that he walked up to the front and, by-passing the 
Tabernacle wherein was the Blessed Sacrament, and went to the 
statue of a saint that was there in this church. There he prayed to that 
saint, and did so, I presume, with much faith. I am sure that our 
Lord, present in his entire humanity and divinity in the Blessed 
Sacrament, smiled kindly — as it were. He had been passed by as 
had the greatest of saints (Mary and Joseph) whose statues were also 
there and with considerable prominence. The saint whom the person 
was venerating and to whom he was praying might himself have felt 
a little heavenly embarrassment for being the object of religious 
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devotion while Christ himself was ignored. But God would have 
viewed kindly the limitations of the one praying, and would surely 
have been gracious in answering that person’s persistent prayer. The 
point I am making is that while the saints are the best members of 
Christ’s own family, they themselves point to Christ. The intent of 
the saint, both while here on earth and now in heaven, is to bring us 
to him. It is well known that numerous Protestant bodies will not 
allow for Saints as explained by the Catholic Church in her doctrine 
and prayer. For his part, while the Catholic regards the Protestant 
position on saints to be doctrinally mistaken, he readily allows that 
the Reformers of the time may have been reacting against misguided 
practices of poorly-instructed Catholics. Undoubtedly at the time 
some members of the faithful, when venerating and praying to this or 
that saint, in effect saw little role for Christ. This was an error in the 
popular devotion of some and it had to be corrected. The saint is one 
who is fully immersed in Christ, living in union with him and in 
obedience to the Father, and for whom Christ is the one and only 
Lord of lords. Christ is the object, the heart and the soul of the whole 
of the Christian religion. At the same time other divinely-appointed 
elements of revealed religion are present, and among those elements 
are the saints. 
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There is a profound bond existing between all members of the 
Church due to their common life in Christ. Due to this divine life in 
Christ springing from their baptism they share in the faith, in the 
sacraments — especially the Eucharist, in the various charisms of the 
Holy Spirit, and in numerous other spiritual gifts. At the root of this 
communion of all those who are in Christ and his Church is the life 
of love, love for God and love for neighbour. This bond of love 
deriving from union with Jesus spans both the visible and invisible 
world. We share our union with Christ with those with us on earth, 
with those in heaven, and with those being purified in Purgatory. 
The Church encourages us to pray to the saints our elder brothers and 
sisters in the Lord, and most especially to the one who transcends all 
others in her love for Jesus her divine Son. I am referring to Mary 
the mother of Christ, the sinless Virgin assumed body and soul into 
heaven in glory. We have a profound bond with her who is our 
mother, and with all those in heaven. We are all members of Christ’s 
family. Christ said that he regarded those who hear the word of God 
and keep it as his brother and sister and mother. Today is the feast of 
all the Saints, meaning by this all those now with Christ in heaven. 
They have been purified — either in this life or in Purgatory — from 
their sins and are now in heaven face-to-face with God. They are 
supremely happy and not a tear can be found there. Their lot, with 
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life’s testing now over, is one of unending bliss. They wish to aid us 
by their prayers to lead a holy life here on earth and so to join them 
in the life to come. It is a good thing to pray to those among the 
Saints to whom we are drawn. The Church strongly recommends it, 
and venerates the Saints in her liturgy throughout the year. The one 
among them to whom we ought pray most — as ever, after Christ 
himself — is Mary, the mother of the Lord who, by his gift, is our 
heavenly mother too. Of course, we must not obscure the face of 
Christ, but this is the last thing which the saints themselves would 
like to see happen. 

It is an explicit point of the Christian Creed that there is a great 
communion among all those in Christ. We believe in the 
communion of saints. The New Testament — especially the Letters 
of St Paul — speaks of Christians who live their faith as being “the 
saints.” The word means “holy ones.” Their holiness comes from 
their baptism and their living in union with Jesus. While the Church 
has formally canonized certain men and women for their 
exceptionally holy lives and has laid it down that these persons are 
now in heaven, these are not the only ones in heaven. We may trust 
that heaven already abounds with souls who had been faithful to 
Christ during life, including many of our deceased relatives and 
friends. Their purification from sin is over. Let us love those who 
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have gone before us into heaven. Let us pray to them, learn from 
them, and in Christ, finally join them. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 946-962 
(Communion of saints) 
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The commemoration of the Faithful Departed (Nov. 2) 

The Church, after celebrating the feast of All Saints, today 

prays for all who, in the purifying suffering of purgatory, await the 
day when they will join in their company. The celebration of the 
Mass, which re-enacts the sacrifice of Calvary, has always been the 
principal means by which the Church fulfils the great commandment 
of charity toward the dead. We can also relieve their sufferings 
through our prayers, suffrages, and penances. Even after death, links 
with our fellow travellers are not broken. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Thessal. 4:14; 1 Cor 15:22 Just as Jesus 
died and has risen again, so through Jesus God will bring with him 
those who have fallen asleep; and as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ will all be brought to life. 

Collect Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord, and, as our faith in 
your Son, raised from the dead, is deepened, so may our hope of 
resurrection for your departed servants also find new strength. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 3:1-9; Psalm 23:1-6; 

Romans 5:5-11 or Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40 
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Jesus said, All that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down 
from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that 1 shall lose none of all 
that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my 
Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in 
him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 
(John 6:37-40) 

Sin and the Beyond There are a whole range of starting 
points in human thought upon which different philosophies are built. 
For instance, one starting point is the assumption that there is a lack 
of true substance in the things of experience. That is to say, 
everything changes, comes and goes, and therefore nothing can be 
relied upon. Another starting point is the experience of communion 
and love. Another is, as Descartes thought, the sense of one’s own 
self as the one immediate and certain reality. A philosophy arises 
from basic perceptions of reality that form the ground of a thinker’s 
entire perspective. In the nineteenth century, John Henry Newman 
understood the fact of sin as one primary facet of human life and 
therefore of reality. It was, he thought, a basic starting point of any 
true philosophy. This is a very interesting observation because it 
places the natural experience of an offended God at the root of 
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human reflection. This is not the moment to digress into the 
development of a philosophy. But Newman’s observation reminds 
us of the basic fact of sin. Sin is a fact that stares man in the face and 
around which life revolves in his search for happiness. That having 
been said, it is also paradoxically the case that the fact of sin is 
widely missed in human thought. It is rare to find it occupying a 
pivotal place in philosophy. Ethics — and therefore unethical 
behaviour — occupies a central place, but not sin. Sin is that 
unethical action which involves offending a holy God, and 
Newman’s point is that this sense of an offended God is a primary 
datum of experience. Indeed, we might add, this natural sense of an 
offended God accompanies sinful man throughout the short span of 
his life. It opens him to the wondrous news of the Gospel that there 
is a Redeemer who has come to be his Brother, Friend and Sanctifier. 
The good news of Christ is that, due to the gift of grace, man’s 
obviously sinful state can be combated and gradually overcome. He, 
man, can become holy to his core, and a true image of his all-holy 
Redeemer. Mary, the utterly sinless mother of Christ, is the living 
icon of the power of grace to preserve man from sin. 

This is the drama and issue of human life: the contest between 
sin and holiness in the heart of man. Hegel posited struggle as the 
pivotal element in philosophy, the struggle to the death between 
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master and slave. Well, the true struggle is that between sin and 
holiness. Which is to be master? There is need for a philosophy 
which sets this basic issue at the foundation of experience and makes 
it the ground of thought and of religion. It is the issue that remains at 
the forefront of life right to the end. At the last, man goes out from 
this life with the contest resolved one way or the other. His course is 
set forever, depending on which has prevailed. However, it is also a 
fact of experience that while in ultimate terms the contest is resolved 
at his death, clearly for those whose hearts have been won to 
holiness, at death the work is usually not yet over. People die being 
good, or desiring to be good — but usually they are not yet 
completely good. This brings us to our theme today. They are in 
God’s camp and behind the Standard of Christ, but there is much to 
be done in their hearts before they can be admitted forever into the 
shining and lovely presence of the infinite and all-holy God. They 
are still soiled and scarred by the ravages of sin and require a deep 
cleansing, a purification of all the sinful grime so deeply ingrained in 
the structure of the soul. They require purgation. At this point the 
struggle is taken in hand completely and solely by God. The good 
news is that after death the saving grace of Christ actively and 
effectively proceeds to purify the one who has died in Christ but who 
is not yet entirely holy. Those who die in Christ, those who die on 
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the side of goodness, will receive the mercy of a complete cleansing 
— deeply painful but joyous — with the knowledge that God is their 
future. A complete sanctification is ahead for the one who dies in 
Christ, but who is not yet entirely holy. With this Purgatory over, 
eternal joy will be theirs. It is a dogma of the Church that, following 
death, the righteous are purified of the remnants and results of sin to 
the extent necessary. Whether this takes the equivalent of a period of 
time we are not certain. What is certain is that those in Christ here 
on earth and those already in heaven can intercede for those in 
Purgatory and hasten the purification they are undergoing. We can 
and should pray for the faithful departed. We can have Masses 
celebrated for their speedy entry into the presence of God. Those in 
Purgatory depend on our prayers, and on All Souls Day the entire 
Church prays for their rapid entry into eternal bliss. 

St Thomas More, Lord Chancellor of England and martyr of 
the Church under King Henry VIII, placed powerful emphasis on 
works of charity towards the dead. We should pray for them, have 
masses said for them, offer up our sacrifices and penances for them, 
looking on them as our needy brothers and sisters. They await our 
charity. More wrote powerfully of the gratitude they will feel 
towards us when, due to our prayers, they enter the presence of God 
forever. There they will be our heavenly intercessors while we make 
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our way through life and, in our turn, come to depend on them for 
prayers during our own purification in Purgatory. Let us pray each 
day for the souls in Purgatory. 

-- 
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Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome 

(November 9) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 21:2 I saw the holy city, a new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a 
bride adorned for her husband. Or: Cf. Rev 21:3 Behold God's 
dwelling with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will 
be his people, and God himself with them will be their God. 

Collect O God, who from living and chosen stones prepare an 
eternal dwelling for your majesty, increase in your Church the spirit 
of grace you have bestowed, so that by new growth your faithful 
people may build up the heavenly Jerusalem. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : O God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride, grant 
that the people that serves your name may revere you, love you and 
follow you, and may be led by you to attain your promises in heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 

1 Corinthians 3:9c-ll, 16-17; John 2:13-22 


- 2320 - 



When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, 
sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So 
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, 
both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, Get 
these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a 
market! His disciples remembered that it is written: Zecd for your 
house will consume me. Then the Jews demanded of him, What 
miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 
this? Jesus answered them, Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
again in three days. The Jews replied, It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days? But the 
temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 
Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. (John 2:13-22) 

God-with-us Among the most interesting and popular of 
series on television are programs portraying archaeological digs. 
Every so often there is a new find in the pyramids of Egypt. 
Archaeologists are constantly discovering new sites in the British 
Isles. In Australia, Aboriginal carvings and remains come to light, 
putting further back the eras of Aboriginal settlement on that 
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continent. It is taken for granted by those following the discipline 
that the researchers will presume the importance of religion, which is 
to say, ritual and religious myth. If something cannot be easily 
categorized (as, say, a weapon, or an ornament, or some implement 
of everyday use) then it will be presumed to have a religious 
significance. From primal man up to the most advanced societies (in 
archaeological terms) a religious perspective is assumed even by the 
atheistic or agnostic archaeologist to be fundamental. Perhaps the 
most characteristic feature of human societies is the temple, the 
shrine, the religious site or locale of the presence of the deity. It is 
the means whereby the deity — whether minor or major — can in 
some sense be encountered. Thus does man typically think. He 
thinks of his gods, and he wants to be on good relations with them. 
The testimony of history and the human sciences is that the spirit of 
man yearns for the divine, and hopes that the divine will come to 
him. I suggest it is in this context that we ought understand the 
Judaeo-Christian revelation. God has made man to long for him, a 
longing which has been deeply frustrated by the original Fall, but 
which remains nevertheless. Man longs for God, and prays 
repeatedly for his assistance. The remarkable thing is that out of 
history has come the testimony that God has intervened and chosen 
to stay with man. He has spoken to certain chosen ones, and has 
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abided with a chosen people. He spoke to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. 
He promised to be with them and to regard their descendants as his 
own people. He spoke to Moses and the prophets, and promised to 
abide with his people as would a Husband with his spouse. This had 
a more ultimate purpose — that all the families (or tribes) of the 
earth would be blessed (Genesis 12). 

This abiding of God with man was the meaning of that great 
institution, the Temple of Jerusalem. It was the heart of the nation 
because therein, in some altogether special way, abode the God of 
Israel. How Jesus Christ must have loved the Temple of Jerusalem! 
It was the house of his heavenly Father. In our Gospel passage today 
we see him making a whip of cords and physically driving all the 
buyers and sellers from the Temple precincts (John 2:13-22). It was 
his Father’s house! His action reinforces a signal testimony to the 
world offered by the revealed religion of Israel, that the great God 
had come to abide personally among men. The longings of the 
human heart as evidenced in the cultures and societies of the world, 
were in this way answered. God had come and had chosen to stay. 
But our passage tells us of a presence of God among us that was 
more wondrous still. We read that “the Jews demanded of him, What 
miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do cdl 
this? Jesus answered them, Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 


- 2323 - 



again in three days. The Jews replied, It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days? But the 
temple he had spoken of was his body.” The physical person of Jesus 
was the temple of God. Let us consider the marvel of this. If we 
look to the heavens with any understanding of the findings of 
astronomy, we cannot but take our breath away at the thought that 
this is the work of one only God. One almighty Being holds this 
ever-so-vast universe in being by the tip of his finger, as it were. He 
is, as he revealed to Moses at the Burning Bush, the One who Is. He 
is pure, pure Being without any qualification or limitation. The 
mystery of mysteries is that he, the great God, became man. Jesus 
Christ, a definite and therefore limited man, was the unlimited God 
incarnate. The second divine person, retaining his divine nature, 
took to himself a limited human nature. And so there walked the 
earth one who was God, and he it was who cleansed the Temple on 
this occasion. He himself was the true and lasting Temple par 
excellence, and he had come to stay. 

This same Jesus in all his human and divine reality abides now 
in the Church his body. Those who believe in him may encounter 
him in the life of the Church, especially in her preaching, teaching 
and her Sacraments. The greatest presence of God among men is the 
person of Jesus Christ, and the greatest presence of Jesus Christ 
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among men is in the Eucharist. When we think of Jesus we ought 
think of the Eucharist, because Jesus here on earth is especially the 
Eucharistic Jesus. The Eucharistic Jesus abides in our churches, and 
there our hearts have their true object. On the Feast of the 
Dedication of the Basilica of John Lateran, let us renew our love for 
the Eucharistic Jesus, and for our churches where the Eucharistic 
Jesus constantly awaits us. 
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Feast of St Andrew (November 30) 

St Andrew was Born at Bethsaida, he was a disciple of John 

the Baptist before he became a follower of Christ, to whom he also 
brought his brother, Peter. According to tradition, he preached the 
Gospel in Greece and in the year 60 was crucified in Patras on an X- 
shaped cross. He is a patron saint of Russia and Scotland. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4:18-19 Beside the Sea of Galilee, the 
Lord saw two brothers, Peter and Andrew, and he said to them: 
Come after me and I will make you fishers of men. 

Collect We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord, that, just as the 
blessed Apostle Andrew was for your Church a preacher and pastor, 
so he may be for us a constant intercessor before you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 10: 9-18; Psalm 18; Matthew 4:18-22 

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. Come, follow 
me, Jesus said, and I will make you fishers of men. At once they left 
their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other 
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brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in 
a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 
them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

The call of Andrew Let us place ourselves in the beautiful 
scene of today’s Gospel, the Gospel for the feast of St Andrew, the 
brother of Simon Peter. In Matthew’s Gospel, the call of Simon and 
Andrew is the first specific thing Matthew reports our Lord doing 
once his public ministry has begun. Christ was baptized by John in 
the river Jordan in Judea, and during this the Father announced from 
Heaven Christ’s identity as his beloved Son. Then there followed 
Christ’s encounter with Satan in the wilderness, leaving Satan 
repulsed. On hearing of John the Baptist’s imprisonment, Christ 
returns to Galilee and commences his prophetic ministry. A great 
light has suddenly appeared among the people calling for repentance, 
for the Kingdom of God is near. The momentous public ministry has 
begun. The scene becomes more concrete: Christ is walking now by 
the Sea of Galilee. Perhaps it is early in the morning with few of the 
population out and about, and Christ is there on the shore virtually 
alone, communing with his heavenly Father. Perhaps he has been 
there at prayer since the very early hours of the morning before 
dawn. The tide is lapping quietly at the shore. All is quiet and the 
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inland Sea is lovely in its calm with the water stretching ahead. 
Some fishermen are at their work. Their voices subdued, perhaps 
they too have been at their work for many hours. The fishermen 
know who it is who is walking on the shore. In fact, we learn from 
the Gospel of St John that our Lord had met Simon and Andrew and 
James and John in Judea following his baptism. That Gospel makes 
it clear that their allegiance to him had already begun, but back then 
there was no public ministry in place. Now Christ has launched his 
mission and here he formally calls them to share in it. He pauses on 
the shore, looking at the Sea. His eyes — the eyes of God made man 
who sustains all things! — rove penetratingly from the gentle waves 
to the birds and sky above, and then to Simon and Andrew who are 
casting a net into the water. They pause, gazing at him. He calls: 
Come, share in my mission! They leave all to follow him. 

The Gospels agree that Andrew was one of the very first to 
know Jesus of Nazareth precisely as the Messiah. In the Gospel of St 
John we are told that Andrew — at John the Baptist’s own bidding — 
left the Baptist and followed Christ who invited him to his temporary 
dwelling. From that extended visit there was thenceforth no doubt in 
Andrew’s mind: here was the Messiah! It was he who introduced 
Simon his brother to our Lord. “We have discovered the Messiah ,” 
he told his brother. The first thing, then, that we think of on the feast 
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of St Andrew the Apostle is the coming of Jesus Christ into his life. 
In this sense it is most appropriate that the feast of St Andrew be 
celebrated during Advent, the season when the coming of the Lord is 
celebrated. He came among us as man, and in a wonderful way he 
came into the life of St Andrew. He wishes to come into our lives, 
too — he has come at our baptism, but let us liken that baptismal 
coming to his first coming into Andrew’s life following his own 
baptism. Here, now, on the shore he comes again into Andrew’s life 
inviting him to share much more fully in his whole life, to follow 
him more completely, to be one with him in his joys, his mission and 
in his sufferings. Previous to our Gospel scene today, Andrew knew 
and loved our Lord, as did his brother Simon. But it had not led to 
concrete action — indeed, there had been no formal call from Christ 
to do so. But now the call has come and Andrew and Simon respond 
with alacrity and totality. They leave all to be with their master and 
to share in his mission and in his toils. Andrew would never turn 
back from this response to the call, though he and his brother had a 
great deal, a very great deal indeed, to learn from Jesus. Their notion 
of discipleship had yet to mature and pass through the fire of trial, 
but they emerged the purer in their commitment to the Master, and 
went on to a life and finally to a death as true friends of Jesus. 
Andrew and his brother Simon, together with James and John who 
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were also called in our passage today, all became heroes in their 
following of Jesus and foundation stones of the Church. Each will 
be celebrated as great saints till the end of time. 

Such is what happened because of the coming of Christ into 
their lives. Let us think, then, of the power of Christ’s coming! If 
Christ comes into our lives, all will be well, no matter what the cost. 
What, then, do we wish to welcome into our lives? What is our life 
going to be filled with? Will it be filled with the world, the flesh and 
the devil — to use the classic categories of Christian discourse, or 
will it be filled with the Person of Jesus Christ? Christ stands on the 
shore of my life as I proceed with my daily work. He says to me, 
come! Follow me and share in my mission in the manner appropriate 
to the vocation and circumstances I have placed you in. Make me 
the Guest of your soul, the Master of your life, and bring me to 
others. Fish for men, as do I! My response? 

-- 
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Special 

Occasions 



Day of the Nation 

(eg., Australia Day — January 26) 

On Australia Day the citizens come together as a nation to 

celebrate the nation, the culture and in general, being Australian. It 

is the day to reflect on what has been achieved and the blessings that 

are the source of gratitude and national pride. It is the day for all to 

re-commit themselves to making Australia an even better place for 

the future. Historically, Australia Day, 26 January, is the anniversary 

of the arrival of the First Fleet of 11 convict ships from Great Britain 

at Sydney Cove in 1788. Australia is now far more sensitive to the 

impact this event had on the original inhabitants. 

In Australia, the Entrance Antiphon and Collect are as follows: 

Entrance Antiphon I will praise you, Lord, among the peoples, 
among the nations sing psalms to you, for your mercy reaches to the 
heavens, and your truth to the skies. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that as the Cross shines in 
our southern skies, so may Christ being light to our nation, to its 
peoples old and new, and by saving grace, transform our lives. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Isaiah 32: 15-18; 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11 or 

Romans 12: 9-13; Matthew 5: 1-12 

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside 
and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach 
them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those 
who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Fatherland Generally man has seen God as connected with, 
indeed as the source of, the blessings he enjoys. Man is religious. 
When Europe emerged from what is usually called the “Dark Ages,” 
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it had a religion, and that religion was Catholicism. Its ethos was 
Catholic. So obvious was this that in that era European societies 
looked to the papacy as the final arbitrator. For instance, in 1076 
Pope St Gregory VII (Hildebrand) excommunicated Henry, the holy 
Roman Emperor in Germany, together with his ecclesiastical 
supporters, and released his subjects from their oath of allegiance in 
accordance with the usual political procedures of the age. Pope 
Gregory VII was beatified by Gregory XIII in 1584, and canonized 
in 1728 by Benedict XIII. The activities of the papacy — and of 
national rulers who interfered deeply in the affairs of the Church — 
showed the Catholic character of European culture. The point here, 
though, is that God was part of life and its blessings. Seven hundred 
years later the religious character of European culture was utterly 
different. The United States of America, not yet proclaimed as such, 
was Protestant in principle. When the Congress of the thirteen united 
states of America issued its unanimous Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776, the leading personalities were Deists. Their 
professed religion was not the revealed religion of Jesus Christ but 
the religion of Reason and of God the Creator. By this time, the 
Australian continent had been discovered by the British seaman 
James Cook, and soon after, the colony began as a British gaol. 
While the Established Anglican Church was set up in the new 
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colony, and while provision was made for Christian practice and 
worship among prisoners and free settlers, many of its leading 
personalities were little more than Deists. Australia hardly had a 
religious beginning. There has always been ample scope for 
religious practice in Australia, and indeed, there has been vigorous 
religious practice on the part of very many. But the nation was not 
founded on a religious principle as such — in the way Catholic 
Europe had come to be, including the Britain of those same Dark 
Ages. By contrast, the modern age is suspicious of religion. 

Typically, the man of history understands happiness and 
prosperity to be connected with God and religion, but contemporary 
man typically does not. While there has been a great gain in 
grasping the fact that the world has its own laws that bring or 
threaten prosperity, the grand mistake has been to disassociate God 
from that same world and its laws. God is now deemed to be 
unnecessary — the world can carry on by itself with its laws. If we 
can but understand and harness them, prosperity and wellbeing will 
be ours. Religion is now a nuisance, a distraction, a bit ridiculous, 
and even somewhat harmful to man. It leaves him benighted and 
prone to be a bit violent. To take but one example — the culture and 
national life of Australia — it would be an embarrassment to mention 
publicly such entirely personal and subjective matters as God, sin, 
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and the doing of his will. Prosperity and happiness have nothing 
essentially to do with God, for “God” is but an option produced by 
personal taste or temperament. Of course, one must be polite about 
all this, and so religion as such is not publicly attacked — it is 
ignored and marginalised. The point being made here is that the 
greatest need for such a country is the general acknowledgement and 
recognition of the being of God, and more specifically, the being of 
the God of historical revelation. The most notable difference 
between the “modern” world and the world of man across the ages 
turns on religion. God was once present even if not very influential. 
Now he is typically absent. He is regarded in the same way as would 
a non-entity. The tragic thing here is that God is the most real of all 
realities, and therefore to that extent our modem age is out of touch. 
The greatest service we can do to our country, and the greatest 
blessing we can possibly pray for on behalf of our country, is that it 
come to recognize the reality of God. If God is recognised and 
accepted, his commandments will be attended to. Despite all the 
discussion about the foundations of morality and the moral life, in 
practical terms what will lead a man to a moral life if he has no 
realization of God? What can lead him to real, let alone heroic, 
goodness? It ought be obvious that a true and objective religious life 
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must be the greatest boon to a country. Man’s greatest need is for 
God. In saying that we are speaking of religion. 

On a day when we think of the gift given to us of a fatherland, 
we naturally think of our love for country. But how is this love to be 
expressed? What good do we hope for on behalf of our country? In a 
secular culture, we think of temporal goods — economic, political, 
social benefits. We tend not to think of the fundamental good, which 
is recognition of God and the disposition to please him. Our Gospel 
today sets forth in the Beatitudes a Plan of Human Living that has 
been revealed by the Saviour of the world. The Beatitudes make 
God the centrepiece of the human life. This is what ought be the 
foundation of culture and the bond uniting a country. Let every 
disciple of Christ so live as to bear witness to Jesus and his teaching 
— teaching that is encapsulated in our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 5: 1-12). It is by this path that a country will truly flourish. 

-- 
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Day of the Fallen 

(for example, ANZAC Day, Australia — April 25) 

ANZAC Day is a national day of remembrance in Australia 

and New Zealand, and is commemorated by both countries on 25 

April every year to honour members of the Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) who fought at Gallipoli in Turkey 

during World War I. It now more broadly commemorates all those 

who died and served in military operations for their countries in all 

wars. Anzac Day is also observed in the Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa 

and Tonga. 

(In Austtralia, the Entrance Antiphon and Collect are as follows:) 

Entrance Antiphon Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord Let 
them rest from their labours, for their good deeds go with them. 

Collect Almighty everlasting God, who sent your Son to die that we 
might live, grant, we pray, eternal rest, to those who gave themselves 
in service and sacrifice for their country. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Many suggested readings. The Gospel may be John 
12:23-28 or John 14:23-29 
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Jesus answered them, “ The hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it 
dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. 
Whoever senses me must follow me, and where I am, there cdso will 
my servant be. The Father will honour whoever serves me. "I am 
troubled now. Yet what should I say? ‘ Father, save me from this 
hour ’? But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name. ” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it and will glorify it again, ” (John 12: 23-28) 

Untoward death We tend to think that visible, apparent 
success is the only real success. A person who over the years writes 
articles on a variety of topics, is on this or that literature and history 
board, is possessed of an interesting and prominent personality, and 
who after many years of recognized accomplishments is crowned 
with an honorary doctorate by a sandstone university, is deemed a 
“successful” person. But of course a little more careful reflection 
might suggest that such success is ephemeral, or at least is not to be 
thought of as necessarily greater than “success” that is out of sight. 
More than a millennium before Jesus Christ an ordinary, otherwise 
unknown woman from the Moabite people attached herself to her 
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widowed mother-in-law Naomi. Her husband and two sons were 
deceased (leaving no children) and Naomi was about to return to her 
native Bethlehem after being away for several years. Her Moabite 
daughter-in-law returned with her to Bethlehem, in due course 
married Boaz and gave birth to Obed, the grand-father of King 
David. That woman was Ruth (Ruth 4: 13-17). Her ordinary, 
otherwise utterly unknown life attained a singular value, in that by 
God’s plan, she became an ancestor of the Messiah. Value can be 
present without it being seen or known. The greatest blot on human 
life is death. Death visits all, and it visits a great number suddenly, 
ruthlessly, and in their prime of life. A young man with a family 
suddenly succumbs to terminal cancer. A child is killed by a car on 
the road. A young and competent soldier with family back home is 
killed in combat. We look on such events as tragedies, which they 
are. But we also tend to look on them as meaningless and devoid of 
fruitful upshot, unless its meaning and upshot can be seen. If this 
were to be the case, the tragedy would be so much the greater. But 
among the many things which Christ has taught us by his teaching 
and example, is the fruitfulness and value of suffering and death 
when borne in submission to the divine will. The “tragedy” of 
Christ’s death, and its lack of apparent “success,” was precisely the 
divinely-chosen path to the most important kind of “success” that 
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there ever could be: the glory of God and the salvation of mankind. 
“Death” is now an illustrious moment filled with real promise. 

Their embrace of death in formal submission to the divine will 
and in union with Jesus Christ, gives to Christ’s disciples a share in 
the sufferings and death of Christ. We can intend to unite ourselves 
to Christ in his suffering and death, and if we are in the state of grace 
we shall share in his sufferings, and in their fmitfulness. But we 
ought not restrict the possibility of a share in the death of Christ to 
the possession of this formal Christian intention. For instance, the 
Church every year celebrates the Holy Innocents as martyrs of Jesus 
Christ. They had no idea of their coming death, and had no idea of 
the reason for their murder. They lacked a formal intention of 
submission to the divine will and of being in union with Jesus Christ 
in his sufferings — but nevertheless they shared in its meaning and 
fruitfulness, but in a way beyond ordinary sight and comprehension. 
They died because of hatred for Jesus Christ by others, and because 
of that they are honoured by the Church — and therefore by heaven 
— as sharing in the redemptive value of Christ’s death. The point I 
am making is that by dying, Christ gave to death a new potential, a 
new and unimagined fruitfulness known to God and unseen by man. 
Just as we cannot calculate the degree of fruitfulness of this 
transformation of death by Christ having died for us, so we ought not 
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forget the extent to which the ordinary and common man, by his 
dying, may be able to share in the sufferings and death of Jesus 
Christ. His submission to the will of God may be implicit, ill- 
formed, somewhat rudimentary, marred by sin, enmeshed in moral 
compromises, but still there to a point. By God’s mercy, the 
sufferings and death that visit him may enable, to a greater or lesser 
degree as the case may be, his participation in the fruitfulness of the 
death of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the world. Indeed, his 
seemingly sorry death may give to an obscure “no-body” a value he 
never had in his life — precisely because of the limitless fruitfulness 
of the death of Jesus Christ his Saviour. This hope-filled 
consideration based on the person and work of Jesus Christ brings us 
to the thought of so many who have lost their young lives in war, 
defending their country. Perhaps they had no choice in their deaths 
— but neither did the Holy Innocents. Of course, the Holy Innocents 
were innocent of personal sin. Nevertheless, the redemptive Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ casts a new light on all such 
tragedies. 

Perhaps the most singular feature of human life in the course of 
history is precisely its untimely and tragic loss. In every era, great 
numbers are, as we might say, swept out to sea never to be seen 
again — the “sea” being an image of the multitude of life’s adverse 
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circumstances. In our Gospel today (John 12: 23-28), Christ speaks 
of the life-giving power of death: “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.'’’’ What are we to think of 
the death, say, of those countless men fallen in defence of their 
country? The suffering and death of Jesus Christ gives us hope that 
their deaths may have possessed a special fruitfulness. Death has a 
certain glow, known to God, now that Christ has passed through its 
gate. Christ has transformed everything, including the ogre of death. 

-- 
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World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

(4th Sunday in Eastertide) 

Pope Paul VI instituted the World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
(the 4th Sunday of Easter) on the 11th April 1964 by saying (when 
launching the Day): “O Jesus, divine Shepherd of the spirit, you have 
called the Apostles in order to make them fishermen of men, you still 
attract to you burning spirits and generous young people, in order to 
render them your followers and ministers to us.” In the years since, 
successive pontiffs have called on the Church to focus and pray for 
vocations. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32): 5-6 The merciful love of the 
Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of 
heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where the brave 
Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts of the Apostles 4: 8-12; Psalm 117; 

1 John 3: 1-2; John 10: 11-18 
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I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. / am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me—just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. / have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my 
Father loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. 
No-one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father. (John 10: 11-18) 

Christ’s pastors It could be argued that the most 

remarkable European country of the first half of the sixteenth century 
was Spain. With Isabella and Ferdinand, and Charles their grandson 
and Philip (Charles’ son), Spain had great monarchs. But Spain was 
also the source of a vigorous Catholic life in the direction of spiritual 
and ecclesiastical reform. It saw the appearance of John of Avila, 
Ignatius Loyola, Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross, to name but a 
few of the many outstanding Spanish saints of the period. Under 
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their impetus, the Church of Spain became highly oriented towards 
pastoral renewal. It became an effective shepherd of souls. That is 
to say, the unseen Christ was manifestly the Good Shepherd of his 
sheep. Consider John of Avila (1500-1569), born in the diocese of 
Toledo. At a Franciscan friar’s advice he took up philosophy and 
theology at Alcala, where he was fortunate to have as his teacher the 
famous Dominican De Soto. After his ordination he celebrated his 
first Mass in the church where his parents were buried, sold the 
family property and gave the proceeds to the poor. He hoped to 
serve as a missionary in Mexico, but was induced by the Archbishop 
of Seville to remain and work in Andalusia. His first sermon was 
preached on 22 July, 1529, and immediately his reputation was 
established; crowds thronged the churches at all his sermons. 
Following false charges that brought him before the Inquisition, he 
began his career as apostolic preacher of Andalusia at the age of 
thirty. After nine years in that province he returned to Seville only to 
depart for the wider fields of Cordova, Granada, Bolza, Montilla, and 
Zafra. For eighteen years before his death he was the victim of 
constant illness, the results of the hardships of his apostolate of forty 
years. He was declared Venerable by Clement XIII, beatified by Leo 
XIII ini893, canonised by Pope Paul VI in 1970, and declared a 
doctor of the Church by Pope Benedict XVI in 2011. Among the 
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disciples attracted by his preaching and saintly reputation were Saint 
Teresa of Avila, Saint John of God, Saint Francis Borgia and the 
Venerable Louis of Granada. Saint John of Avila’s works were 
collected at Madrid in 1618, 1757, 1792 and 1805, his best-known 
being the “Audi Fili ” and his “Spiritual Letters.’’' 

This was the story of an outstanding shepherd of Christ’s flock, 
one in whom Jesus Christ was made present as the Good Shepherd of 
God’s people. Many others could be mentioned. The point about 
them, though, is that it was the one Good Shepherd who was present 
in them bringing his grace to mankind. Another who could be 
mentioned lived three hundred years later in France. John of Avila 
was a secular priest. So was John Vianney — the Cure (Parish 
Priest) of Ars. He was a spiritual prodigy in terms of love for God, 
zeal for souls and effectiveness especially in the Confessional. He 
died in 1859, known throughout Europe and well beyond for his 
pastoral zeal and sanctity. William Ullathome, the Bishop of 
Birmingham, England — where Blessed John Henry Newman lived 
and served — had visited Ars to meet the holy priest. He had seen 
pilgrims living in the fields waiting to take their turn in the line for 
Confession in the parish church with the holy Cure. Again, we are 
speaking of a good shepherd who was the fit instrument of Christ the 
Good Shepherd, unseen, but working through him for the salvation 
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of souls of that time and place. All of this brings us to our Gospel 
today (John 10: 11-18), selected by the Church for what it calls 
Vocation Sunday, or the Day of Prayer for Vocations, which falls on 
the Fourth Sunday of Eastertide. On this Day the Church especially 
thinks of the call of Christ for labourers in the vineyard. Jesus Christ 
the Son of God gave his life for each of us, so that we might live in 
union with him now and forever. “7 am the good shepherd; I know 
my sheep and my sheep know me—just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father — and I lay down my life for the sheep. ” He knows 
each of us, and he has loved us, each of us, to the end. St Paul writes 
that “Christ loved me, and gave himself up for me ” (Galatians 2: 20). 
Very importantly, the same Paul writes that “7 have been crucified 
with Christ and 1 no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life 7 live 
in the body, 1 live by faith in the Son of God." It is Christ the Good 
Shepherd whom the shepherds of Christ’s Church bring to man — 
he, Jesus Christ, the grand Protagonist of man’s redemption. 

“7 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep." The call, ever ancient, ever new, is to draw close 
to the Good Shepherd, to accept his invitation to personal friendship 
with him, and to join with him in spending ourselves for the salvation 
of mankind. This we do in diverse ways, depending on our particular 
calling and circumstances. Whatever be our calling, though, the 
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Church invites us to take to heart her need for holy pastors, for 
saintly priests, praying for this intention and supporting in Christian 
love her priests and their labours. 

-- 
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Sunday for Indigenous Peoples 

(First Sunday in July in Australia) 

( Entrance Antiphon & Collect are the same as for the Sunday on 
which this celebration occurs.) 

Possible Scripture reading : Matthew 25:34-40 

Jesus said, Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, / was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. ’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? ’ The King will 
reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me. ’ (Matthew 25: 34-40) 

The least When Prince William, Duke of Cambridge and 
eldest son of Prince Charles and Diana, visited Australia in March of 
2011, he was received with delight everywhere. Was it because of 
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his accomplishments or because of some special interior qualities? 
No — it was because of who he happens to be, the second in line to 
the British throne after his father Charles. Of course, his personality 
and manner greatly assisted in ensuring the warmth of his welcome, 
but essentially it was because he is a very prominent member of the 
British royalty. If all goes well, he is destined for the thrones of 
sixteen independent sovereign states known as the Commonwealth 
realms: the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
Jamaica, Barbados, the Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, the 
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Belize, Antigua and Barbuda, and Saint Kitts and Nevis. 
Consequently, he is also second in line, again behind his father, to 
the position of Head of the Commonwealth (figurehead of the 54- 
member Commonwealth of Nations) and, in England (only), 
Supreme Governor of the Church of England. These are largely 
honorific rather than executive roles, still they all add lustre to his 
person as he is perceived by the world. It is in this sense that the 
honour accorded him is due to who he is. But of course, when we 
say that it is due to “who he is,” we are speaking of extrinsic rather 
than intrinsic qualities of his person. We are not speaking of special 
qualities of his precisely as a member of the human race. Now, the 
point of my mentioning him is to illustrate a serious defect of which 
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we are liable in our perceptions of those who have little social status. 
While we readily honour (and with good reason) those who are 
accorded society’s highest honours, we tend not to honour those 
without them. This, I think, is because we do not often think 
carefully or deeply. On this day of the Church’s year, we are invited 
to think of the indigenous peoples, and especially those who are 
closest to us in our national and social life. Commonly, they do not 
possess social honours, and commonly they do not command the 
respect of society, at least in relation to individuals among them. 
Historically, they have been despised. 

Indigenous peoples have been dispossessed of their traditional 
lands, though having occupied them for centuries, perhaps for 
millennia. Races superior in material resources, education and 
armaments have strode in and taken possession, thinking that the new 
lands are in effect deserted, and have pulverized the protests of the 
native peoples. Across the world the collapse of native peoples 
before this unthinking or deliberate aggression has been a common 
phenomenon. That is to say, a massive injustice has been perpetrated 
and the world has been gradually awakening to this sorry fact. The 
inherent dignity of the indigenous person, despite his lack of 
extrinsic honours, is being rediscovered. The grandeur and age of his 
native culture is also being discovered, and this too assists in 
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according to him the respect that is his due. But what ought be the 
foundation of our respect for the least honoured among human 
beings? The foundation ought be his very human nature. He or she 
is a member of the human race, and possesses just as much inherent 
dignity and worth as a leading prince of the realm. Prince William is 
a man, and so is the indigenous person. More importantly, Prince 
William is a child of God the common Father of all. So is the 
indigenous person, and so are all the poor and forgotten of the world. 
Prince William is a baptized Christian (baptised in Buckingham 
Palace on 4 August 1982 by the then Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Robert Runcie). So is the indigenous Christian. He too is a baptized 
member of Jesus Christ, with the seed of holiness within his 
immortal soul. I am thinking now of a fervent Catholic native New 
Guinea man whose love for Jesus Christ, for the virgin Mary, for the 
Catholic Church, and for the good and holy life to which he is called, 
is very great. I know him and I am very impressed with him. He has 
a very clear idea of indigenous culture and native New Guinea 
religions, and knows what is good and what is bad in them. I greatly 
respect him for “who he is” — but these qualities are not merely 
extrinsic. They are intrinsic to his person. He is a man, a Christian, 
and a very worthy human being — and a member of an indigenous 
people. 
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We must learn to view others with the mind of Jesus Christ, 
who looks with special regard on the least. Indeed, he personally 
identifies with them, and takes as having been done to him what is 
done to them. Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? ’ The King will 
reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me’“ (Matthew 25: 34-40). Let 
Christ’s teaching transform our attitude to the least in society. 

-- 
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Refugee and Migrant Sunday 

(On or near the last Sunday in August) 

Refugee and Migrant Sunday is a celebration of the dignity of 

people who are refugees and migrants and the contribution they have 

made to life in Australia. It is celebrated by the Churches together 

on or around the last Sunday of August each year. 

( Entrance Antiphon & Collect are the same as for the Sunday on 
which this celebration occurs.) 

One possible Gospel : Matthew 25: 31-46 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the 
goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, / was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, 1 was a stranger and you invited me in, 1 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. ’ Then the righteous 
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will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? ’ The King will 
reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me. ’ Then he will say to those on 
his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes 
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not 
look after me. ’ They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in 
prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply, 7 tell you the truth, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me. ’ Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life. (Matthew 25: 31-46) 

The Refugee and Immigrant To say the least, one of the 
most burning of issues in the modem world is that of immigration. 
According to the International Organization for Migration’s World 
Migration Report 2010, the number of international migrants was 
estimated at 214 million in 2010. It is said that if this number 
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continues to grow at the same pace as during the last 20 years, it 
could reach 405 million by 2050. This is due to a variety of factors, 
of course. It seems that the main reason for migration is economic 
— people want a better standard of living and income, and a better 
future for their children. This has always been a major factor in 
moving to a foreign land. Even apart from the potato famines of 
early nineteenth-century Ireland, numerous individuals and families 
left that country for England, Scotland, America and Australia, to 
find better provision than was theirs back on the small family farm. 
A very solid proportion of migration is a product of wars — such as 
the emigration from Iraq, Bosnia and Afghanistan. A proportion is 
due to political conflicts, natural disasters and other mishaps. When 
we think of the modem anguish of migration, though, we are 
thinking of those numerous people who have fled their homeland for 
fear of their lives or because of an impossible situation back home. 
They desperately seek a new start. They consider themselves as 
being in no position to await their due turn, but head for the seas and 
make their way perilously across the oceans or through dangerous 
stretches of territory to some sort of safe haven. This poses a 
massive dilemma for the country of their arrival when the numbers 
are immense. What to do? It is a great problem of conscience, and 
good people can be divided on the issue. Obviously, this is not the 
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place to pretend to resolve a vast and complex ethical problem. But 
a few things can be said. To begin with, in any issue of conscience, 
there is principle, and there is the application of principle. Blessed 
John Henry Newman used often repeat his point that it is the starting 
point of reasoning which is the critical point. In the train of 
reasoning that reaches the practical moral judgment, what is the issue 
at the foundation — or rather, what is the issue which looms most 
constantly in the mind of the society faced with hosting the desperate 
immigrants? 

This is immensely important because the principal issue, or 
principal issues, will direct the practical reasoning to a moral 
judgment. If the existing standard of living of the host country is the 
predominant principle pervading the reasoning, it will lead to certain 
conclusions as to what is to be done about the refugees and 
immigrants who are pounding at the door for entry. If maintaining 
good relations with their country of origin is the predominant issue, 
then that too will result in certain moral judgments. If what is at the 
forefront of the host country is an acute and altruistic concern for the 
welfare of the refugees as individuals and families, that too will 
deliver certain conclusions. The question is, what are the foremost 
values driving the considerations and responses of host countries to 
this particular catastrophe, the catastrophe of mass migration due to 
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threats to life, family and welfare? There is no simple answer to the 
problem, but one thing every country and every individual can do is 
to examine their consciences on this point. What is at the foundation 
of our response? What particular concern is shaping our moral 
decisions when we see so many suffering persons bereft of their 
temporal goods? This is where our Gospel text (Matthew 25: 31-46) 
is so very important. Jesus Christ tells us that of maximum 
importance is the individual in need. He gives to us the principal 
issue that ought drive our moral reasoning, and form our moral 
decisions. Is it the maintenance of our existing standard of living? Is 
it the preservation of good relations with this or that country from 
which these immigrants are coming? Is it, in a word, self-interest? Is 
this to be the main issue, the fundamental principle forming policy? 
Obviously such issues do have a place because we have a duty to 
maintain our own lives and, to a point, our quality of life. But the 
main issue, as Christ teaches it, has to be the welfare of the 
individual in need. So important is this that Christ says that at the 
General Judgment he will regard anything done to the least of his 
brothers in need as having been done to him. There is no one, simple 
consideration that excludes all others. But this has to be the main 
one, and it has to find expression in practical decisions. 
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At the end, Christ tells us, we shall witness the following: “He 
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. For / was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, / was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 1 
was a stranger and you invited me in, / needed clothes and you 
clothed me, 1 was sick and you looked after me, l was in prison and 
you came to visit me.’“ I once knew an academic whose discipline 
was sociology. He believed that the paradigm for social policy ought 
be Christ’s parable of the Good Samaritan. We could not do better 
than take Christ as mankind’s Teacher. 
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World Mission Sunday 

(Second-last Sunday in October) 

( Entrance Antiphon & Collect are the same as for the Sunday on 
which this celebration occurs.) 

A possible Gospel : Matthew 28:16-20 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him; 
but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:16-20) 

The Mission One of the many gains of modem Scriptural 
studies is a new appreciation of the distinctive approach of each of 
the four Gospels. The differences among them are not simply a 
matter of discrepancies, but of different perspectives and 
preoccupations. Two Gospels may report the same event, but while 
one may include a certain detail, another may not. For example, one 
Gospel’s narration of the confrontation between our Lord and the 
Pharisees in the Synagogue includes our Lord looking around on 
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them in anger, grieved at the hardness and blindness of their hearts, 
while another (Luke) drops the mention of his anger. Of interest are 
the different ways the four Gospels conclude. The last chapter of St 
Mark’s Gospel is of uncertain composition — it is agreed that our 
received text is made up of different manuscripts. This need not 
concern us here, but as it stands the Angel in the empty tomb orders 
the women to go and tell the “ disciples and Peter that he goes before 
you into Galilee: there you shall see him, as he said to you ” (Mark 
16:7). But there is no formal mention of their actually going to 
Galilee. The post-resurrection scene remains in Jerusalem (16:8- 
15.19). What is stressed in Mark’s final chapter is the encounter 
with the risen Jesus and his command that his disciples go “to the 
whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15), 
crowned by his Ascension and their going forth everywhere (Mark 
16:19-20). Luke’s entire post-Resurrection scene is in the Jerusalem 
area (Luke 24: 13-53; Acts l:4-2:4), with no mention of Galilee. 
Christ’s command to bear witness to him “in Jerusalem, in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’’’ is stressed. He then 
ascends into heaven, having directed them to await the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1: 8-9). In John’s Gospel, which seems originally to have 
concluded at chapter 20: 28-31, there is no mention of a sojourn in 
Galilee till what is often considered to be the later addition of chapter 
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21. In this original conclusion (chapter 20), there is the conferral of 
the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and Christ’s granting to them of their 
share in the mission Christ had received from his Father (John 20: 
21-22). There is this stress on mission. Chapter 21 is especially 
concerned with Christ’s relationship with Peter and his giving to 
Peter his special mission in the Church. 

What is common to the accounts by Mark, Luke and John is an 
emphasis on the mission of the Church to bring the Gospel to 
mankind. This is a particularly notable feature of the Christian 
religion, just as it was the notable feature of the public life of Jesus 
Christ himself. He did not stay in one place attracting disciples, as 
did John. He went out to the entire land of the House of Israel, 
attracting disciples not merely to his teaching, but to his person. To 
the rich young man he said that if he wished to be perfect, he should 
sell all and follow him. That would have meant a lot of moving 
about for him. He would also have had to travel light. Christ was a 
missionary, and discipleship involved a share in this missionary 
existence. The Christian religion involved the love, adoration and 
company of the person of Jesus Christ but importantly, it also 
involved bringing others into his company as his disciples. It would 
not do, as far as Jesus Christ was concerned, simply to be with him 
and to be unconcerned with whether or not others were with him. 
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One had to be up and doing in some sense, and participating in our 
Lord’s own quest to bring all others into his circle of disciples — 
indeed the whole wide world. The matter was critical because entry 
into the Kingdom of Heaven was gained precisely by becoming a 
disciple and believer of Jesus Christ, and this one did by becoming a 
member of his Church by faith and baptism. Each of Christ’s 
disciples had to understand that love for him — which is the soul of 
Christianity — includes striving to bring all to the knowledge and 
love of him. Now, our chosen Gospel passage for “World Mission 
Sunday” today is from the end of the Gospel of St Matthew 
(Matthew 28: 16-20). It is plain that Matthew wishes to conclude his 
Gospel with the proclamations of the Resurrection, of Jesus Christ as 
possessing “ all authority in heaven and on earth ” (Matthew 28:18), 
and of the mission of the Church. Christ’s disciples were to go “and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have 
commanded you ” (Matthew 28:19). Christ promises to be with them 
till the end of the world. There is no mention of the Ascension, no 
mention of the appearances in the Jerusalem area, no mention of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. What Matthew chooses to stress is the 
great fact of the risen Christ and the mission of the Church to bring 
him to the nations. 
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The Catholic Church, the Church founded by Jesus Christ, may 
be said to be a sleeping giant. The militant British atheist of the early 
years of this century, Richard Dawkins, chose to attack and protest 
what he calls the power of the Catholic Church. Such a 
characterisation is laughable. But it does suggest to the Church’s 
members the responsibility they have to take up the mission of Jesus 
Christ in which they share by baptism, and to prosecute it. One of 
the great gains of the Second Vatican Council was the reclaiming of 
the vocation of all members of Christ’s faithful to holiness and to 
mission. Let each of Christ’s faithful see every day as a share in the 
adventure that is Christ’s mission to make disciples of the whole 
world. Therein lies the world’s salvation. 

-- 
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